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T hese Recollections 
pose to publish a sel 
questions, but in col 
that they should be accompa: 
the circumstances that attei 
to furnish such a statement 1 
of my public life, which C' 
1854 to the present time. T 
the Civil War, the war itself 
sacrifices, the abolition of i 
ures, and the vast and unei 
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Every man has a theory c 
indifferent to any other. At 
Still, the problem of providing 
sive operations of a great war, i 
of the vast debt created durin 
tance to the conduct of armies 
in solving this problem were 
who were carrying muskets or 
of these I feel it my duty to 
and to claim for them such m 

These volumes do contain 
financial measures of the Unil 
the past forty years. My hopt 
will be able to correct the v 
citizens who became infected ' 
the “free coinage of silver.” 

My chief regret is that the 
permit me to extend my narrt 


'rhcroforo 1 havn not. 
juloptf'il as Iho n^siilt, 
'I’liis pn'fius^ Is hu, 
pjinH'ral cusloin of addi 
an apol()jj:y for wriiiii} 
ol)j(H’t. of a pnd 
kiutlly (’onsidoral ion o 
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The principal fa: 
the Shermans of Yj 
of which is given i: 
mond Sherman, m] 
He was born in 156 
26, 1611. He reside 
a place of some imp 
a man of means an 
all the faults and 
money and the ts 
poundage. He had 
Charles I undertoo 
impose unlawful ta 
land, and when the 
with great severit 
He had three sons 
1614; Edmond, ba; 
tized July 12, 1618 
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“Captain John,” to Boston. Ii 
to tlunn it is said iha.t tlu' 
lu'phow ('nil)ai'k('d for Boston, 
tain, hoW(>V(‘r, that, his son, li 
Sannud, and his n('|ilu>\v “('a.}) 
l(id-t. It, is (pnto as (and.ain th 
Ihoir fathor and tludr hroth 
ter rfdurned again to Ihslha. 
senior, livtsl and diml at. Ihs 
Itev. Henry Beers Shtaanan, a. 
and tlu'n^ found oin' (d' llu' e 
la'uring th^^ initials of ImIiiioi; 
gift-, and llu^ ree(»rd shows th 
<’hurch was erected at his e: 
!nan theri> saw tlu' pupils of 
mond Sherinan and still in op 
proctwsioti. 

When in Bondon, in thi\ s 


4 


REC( 


his attention to the neglec 
mond Sherman, in the chm 
for its repair. The genera] 
his ancestor in England hi 
ment for more than two ( 
recent ancestors lay in un: 
ter to contribute to mon 
to his English cousins the 
common ancestors in Engl 
by the sexton and has bee 
to Senator Hoar, as a cl 
Sherman. 

Captain John Sherman 
arrival in Boston, settled ir 
ried and had a large familj 
ants was Roger Sherman c 
distinguished man of the n 
contribute to and sign th( 
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is the ancestor of the family to ^ 
sixteen years he came with his 
cousin “Captain John,” in April, 
from Ipswich, and arrived in B( 
settled in Watertown, Massach 
to Weathersfield, Connecticut, tl 
to Stratford, 

In Cothren’s “History of Ancu 
full details of the life of Samui 
descendants to the. present gen 
Mr. Cothren,says: 

“ He was from Dedham, Essex coi 
in 1634, and previous to the date of th 
been a leading man in the colony of C 
settlement of several other towns in 
same for Woodbury. He had been a 
or Upper House of the General Court, 
five or six years from 1G03, and held 
honor and trust. He is referred to in 
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The names and dates o 
parents are as follows: 

Chables Taylob Shebmai 
Mary Elizabeth Shebma 
James Sherman, 

Amelia Sherman, 

Julia Ann Sherman, , 
William Tecumseh Sheri 
Lampson Parker Sherima 
John Sherman, . 

Susan Denman Sherman, 
Hoyt Sherman, . 

Fanny Beecher Shermai 

Mr. Cothren in his “ Hi? 
referring to Samuel Sherm 
John: 

“ The fame of his son John is 
was distinguished, not only at hoc 
of the Quorum, or Associate Coud 
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sessions, retaining the unbounded coi 
was by far the longest period of time < 
He was a man of commanding powen 
every way qualified for the various pu 
died at a good old age, full of honor, 
recollections of the inhabitants of the 
lived.” 

No portion of the people of 
decisive part in the Revolution! 
of Connecticut. The people of 
ing spirit, and, as early as Sep 
meeting and made patriotic I'esc 
tions for defense. Daniel Sher: 
presided at this meeting and v 
association of the delegates. A] 
perform, was to ascertain wheth 
its of that town were hostile to 
and in that case they, using the 


fin 
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At a meeting held on i 
Daniel Sherman was the Moi 

“Voated, that Each Able B 
voluntarily Inlist into the Contir 
toward makeing the Quota of this 
during the war shall be Intitled t< 
the Town the sum of Twenty Shil 
Each month’s Wa^fes he shall con 
to his order, at the End of Each si] 

This was kept up during 
a Council of Safety, appoini 
from nine to fourteen of th 
state, to aid the governor ii 
troops, of which Daniel She 
Benjamin Huntington, and o 
hers. This committee was f 
responsible, arduous and difR 
fided to its care. It was show 

•wvovi nr\v\4-v»i Vvn-l-rirl ■r\‘v»rvTri c? -I 
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My grandmother was born j 
the 14th of June, 1767. She liv( 
at Mansfield, Ohio, on the 1st 
remarkable woman in many resj 
faith, of large mold, being near 
portioned. She was a granddai 
dard, a man whose history stri 
characteristics of life in Connec 
The contract between the chur( 
Mr. Stoddard, for employment as 

“At a lawfull Towns-meeting ye ! 
settling of ye Reverend mr. Anthony 
ye ministry. And for his encourage mt 
“ It was voted and agreed to allow 
ye Ministry, seventy pounds per Annu, i 
in Case o£ Faylure of provision pay. 
pease, Indian corn & pork, proportional 
“We do also promise, to build 1 

known Deniensions ; yt is to say, the C 
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who died two or three years ago, 
ing seen him when a lad about 
capacity to his father, who had : 
had also done what other ministi 
in legal knowledge*’’ 

It must be remembered 
days was in quite a diffe 
constitution guarantees to 
according to the dictates 
tional mode of worship w: 
law in Connecticut, but it 
persons dissenting therein 
General Court, be allowed 
a privilege, however, was r 
who desired religious fre€ 
wilderness, had not antici] 
an opportunity to extend 
the fatherland they had i: 

f.nwn pbm'oli was hliprpfnn 
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the vicinity of his companion, 
his musket. By this time the 
the country was scoured in all 
no other savages were found, t 
Before leaving my Woodbi 
nearly one hundred and fifty 
visit to Woodbury. I was at 
of Visitors, one Saturday in J 
respond to an invitation I ha 
and spend the Sabbath there, 
anticipated, beautiful valleys 'v 
and a quiet, peaceful, Sunday 
Hon. William Cothren, and 1 
believe he was superintenden 
all events, upon my presentin 
to explore Woodbury, he kind' 
I located many of the most i 
The large, well-built stone ho 
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Subsequently I again 
man. Mr. Cotbren was si 
seemed to me that the oh 
walks were not so clean, i 
and evidently the grave 
ments, but a prominent oi 
to Eev. Anthony Stoddarc 
tributed. We heard of n 
when General Sherman si 
he said that he believed 
evidence of the residenc 
Sherman had been a go 
was the most that could 1 
As I have said, my grar 
Elizabeth Stoddard, mov( 
he practiced his professi< 
position as such, and for i 
He became early associt 

millinn pr»rA« nf 



• OF JOHN £ 


citizens, who were sufferers by 
War, a half million acres of la 
Ohio, which was to be taken c 
called the “Western Connectici 
the counties of Huron and Erie 
of the State of Ohio, passed in 
porated under the name of “The 
acres of land, lying south of Lake 
The affairs of this company, by 
by a Board of Directors which, ai 
ized to locate and survey said ! 
partition it among the different 
On the first day of Koveml 
appointed by the Board of Dir 
above tract of land, and, on the 
same year, he entered into a co 
James Clarke, Jr., to survey, 
Taylor Sherman visited the fire 
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allowed land in proportion 
of these sufferers is a striki 
tive manner in which the B 
the British troops. The w 
ning of the 19th century 
white inhabitant. The cen 
then contained a populatior 
a population of 678,561. 0 
tion were descendants of 
inhabitants of that state, 
and intelligence of this re 
munity of the same size an 
As an illustration of thi 
may be worth while to here 
Sherman, the son of Taylc 
“Uncle Dan.” In the spri 
of age, he was sent by his J 
land in Huron county, by 
clearing. He had with Mr 
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write of one’s parents. As I wa 
father died I have only a dim reC' 
for an interesting sketch of his 
abundant. I know of no citizen 
dotes have been told, or whose g< 
more highly appreciated, or who 
marked, than that of my father, 
life at the bar I met many of the 
with my father, and they all spok 
and generally had some incident 
in the days of the “ Stirrup Court 
Charles Robert Sherman, my 
Connecticut, September 26, 1788, ■ 
Sherman and Elizabeth Stoddard 
tional advantages of his day, an 
menced the study of law in the ass 
the Hon. Judge Chapman. He ws 
and on May 8, of that year, marrie 
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Lancaster, Ohio, called tl: 
16th of April, 1812, at a : 
first brigade of the third c 
bled at Lancaster for the ] 
unteers to march immedia' 
of that regiment, made a v 
the result of which was tl 
pany required from Fairfie 
years of age, and, as this 
dence of his mental qual: 
early attained among the ! 
from Pennsylvania, I here 

Fellow Soldiers : — The cr 
upon you, her constitutional gi 
defend her rights and libertie 
whether you will voluntarily ai 
general of brigade and at w 
address you, cannot help but I 
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Uotruit ti> di'foiul tlu' froutii'VH uf i 
un^ tlu'n' not iimn' ihaa ^l^i^ 
I'ViMi I't'rtuui ut tlu'ir i’i)uutrv’s i 

“ ’i'hi' .sorv nM|uirtMl uf vmu w 
,M ht3uld invuih^ tho ti»rriti»rv tif ii disi 
uuuTh fur fruiu yuMv luuut'H it* ii^ht l» 
ytnt till iH>l fmd vt's, iiUtn^htinl 

a fun fnan inviulin^ turrllurv 
lilinriinH^ tn'ianutinl hy thn l>(tu»d nf y 
tvraut'.H jiullutiiiu tnui*h it t«> 1411: 
fuiuiUn^, yutir uU, fruiu thn »lc*Nulatiu 
that thi' nuiiniulit and 
tu dnadi hy tlu' IrnjnnudutiH ^jdl of an 
hairH uf nur futlirnn miiv a»»t Imh’uum* 
fun. (Vtt»'lty autl a tlurU f»»i 
huHuna uutl in tin' nniidd»urhnn<l nf t 
|innt’tdnL If thu hand uf jnuv 

rai^i^ th*' tonndinwk and Uam ilm 
lairmr: tlm jnirity uf funiaiu imiMmui 
nnH‘i Ilf infaunv wITurd im "sriMtrily a^i 
Indian: Ut i^uurd a|(iiinHt tlm |«ridaddi 
I will nut inill thnm bv ilin dii^i 


18 


REOO 


world is confederate against heri 
urged them to battle and to victorj 
that the wrongs and indignities of 
there no thirst in our bosoms for gl( 
rolled on the list of fame? Does ; 
your breasts to be a guardian shie 
Are the grateful thanks of your 
to valorous acts? 

‘‘ Go then, fellow soldiers, assi 
tion of an internal warfare, awaki 
courage of an American freeman a 

“ Let the wings of fame come 
bring joy to your mothers’ hearts, 
fathers’ bosoms; then shall your ( 
shall venerate your names, the wor 
dians of liberty and the bulwark o; 

I presume the soldiers en 
the army infamously surren 
of August, 1812. This event 
western states and territorie; 
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our armi<'s in llu' lichl. In 
tillfd s|firils, on (ho n'lailin;, 
sah's al auotion, u slainp du 
on all nof os disoounlod li_\ 
<'\oliun}'o. 

U. is oltnirly shown l)y I 
dt'iiurlniont that. Mr. Shorm; 
(udlooliou of ihoso faxi's II 
sooms (o ha VO ooourrod nidi 
wilhotd provimis nolioo, rot' 
oiilafioii in Ohio, hul dnn 
Ihiili'ii Slatos, (ir its hrano 
Chillioot ho. 'I'hi.s lofl u|ton 
uunnmt. of luonoy (hat stm 
Hy.stoiu of local haiikiui' f; 
liiddor.s of nolos, untl, lurj,col 
roviuiuo and (hoir dojndios. 
priucipal tun* soi'in.s to hii\ 
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a great embarrassment for him 
It did not affect his standing, e; 
ernment, but it deprived him of 
of advantages and opportunit: 
otherwise would have had. 

In the spring of 1815 my fath 
his father in Norwalk, and imn 
but, owing to the nature of tin 
until after his father’s death. T] 
to his wife, and daughter Eliza’ 
estate in the State of Connectic 
his debts, which were very sms 
sons, Charles Sherman and Dat 
the town of Sherman, county of 
“Sufferers’ Lands.” The remain 
State of Ohio he gave equally ■ 
estate was soon settled, and in 
grandmother and her daughter. 
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oxxi i)f it. Blit it wuH nut unly in tilt^ 
tliiit liu ijfiiint'd sujjuriurit v; luiml w 
viUiun ulsn. 

^ ^ 

*' Jinli^t* Shurnuui nut only lunHtt'riM 
tuiu Init* jiH I liiivu filiittnl* hu rnntlu 
wurthv nf rotnlinK otitHuU' thu huuks uf 
in thu dumuin uf ^tnn'rul litt*rutnn' uh v 
pnulunri*. 

44- K H' 

“Ourituif llu' iiinfiut^r vr'urs uf ()iii( 
tun’ll Vf' I'irmitM to |>rautii*»-' tluMr |> 

fU'tnuujmnv thu I’unrts fmin I’utiutv (u t 
mluni <»f tniuntr\ ulurlu unralk 

luttH in htat«*uiuni and flillit’uli tu nnili/i 
uiirU nl^u fununMinurj 

in thu |irufu»^Hiuin and, itjd«‘»*d, thin %h 
thuv nuiiijudlud it^ mumhupi into thu id 
rtnln tu^^nihur in llm mini«' jtriiniti\»» 


22 


RE( 

the courts used to meet, Chari 
of companions, and contributed 

‘ When ail su 
As made the 

“ Thus endowed and so as£ 
people's lawyer, from the Ohio ^ 
1823 he was elected by 
Court of Ohio, and perhaps the 
ity for this high position was ' 
when speaking on the subject o; 
with great personal diffidence a] 
the ripe experience of years nec 
tude in a court of the last resor 
Jacob Burnet, and Peter Hitch < 
judicial history of Ohio. 

“Judge Sherman upon the 
of his professional friends and tl 

“ His written opinions, pubii 
Court,’ demonstrate a mind oi 
clear, compact, yet cornprehens 

ciiTo QT-ifl nTA 
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any pnnnnnitioiu hi' was stnu'k <ln\ 
fully rajuil in its ti*riiiinatintn 'On’ 
( ‘iiu’iunati ; it was \;uu, An 
fur Mrs. Shnnuuiu Init hnfnru shn i* 
di’uil. 

'Oil' ilii'tl in Kt'hauun. Jtutt' til* 

“ I will iiiit nttinujit ti> tlnsnnla' 
Viiih'tl uvi'r this nvi'Ui. U was ^»'i'Un 
htit it VVHH iji Hiiiirastnr* it wan hi'rn 
httiun always uf tfiuhul lunl uju'ii hnu 
hnrs an»l fulluw riti/uns uf i'\urv «* 
liim nuil all of uIhmu hniMlhini 
with tilt' HMini niiinful mnl startliii* 
lu'tnl it. Hut \t'U»'r«la\ lu' was aim 
i t ili'iut. wt'jti in uur pulslin s' 

jiur^Mual lunuiu uti I'urth. 

‘Oiful Jn4»f»' Sht’rnuui livml, Ihj 
ftiliu'ss wiHihl liavi' ujitusi'il hi'ftun 
th*' niuuk' fijiMnfant'ity uf upiniun tli! 
wiiiihi Imvi’ iH»am uinli'*!, wIhui tin* 
till' Siuiafn uf tin' Knitfsl Stains, m 
that hts tlrsl tirnuiMnil nuhln' utlnni 
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in Ohio for a series of years, 
rank in the Grand Lodge ' 
handsome and accomplished 
and liberal to a fault. He di* 
at Lancaster, in his eightieth 
Of my mother I can scarce 
she died more than forty ye 
Mary Hoyt. She was a mem' 
and sailors, who had lived ii 
first settlement. At the pei 
the Hoyt family, composed o 
their allegiance, some as Tori 
grandfather was a 'Whig. It 
one of the Tory brothers poii 
at the capture of Norwalk 1 
nest of a rebel, and it was I 
shared the fate of the greatei 
the family went to St. Job; 

nvAr +.hp.v jj.nH f.hAir rlp.ciAPi'irl 



reared in that faith and 
her of that church at t’ 
emigrated to Lancaster 
nomination, and, there 
under the pastorage of I 
children. At a later p 
Episcopal church was e 
her attendance and wo 
moved to Mansfield she 
place, partook of its sa( 
faith and worship. All 
recognized and supporte 
except the children of ' 
mother and her materne 
the Catholic church. 

The writer of this ha 
creed of religious faith s 
human being the right t 
to his iudgment, but in 
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Born at Lancaster, Ohio, May 1C 
Our Family— Early Days at 
Lesson in Sunday Sport -- 
on the Schoolmaster-' 
Fourteen, and My E; 
at Beverly — Ea 
to Mansfield 
paign ( 


I WAS born at Lancastt 
the eighth child of ( 
distinct recollection < 
and incidents that fc 
24th day of June, 1829. 
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an assured but small income 
money went a great way ; but 
to be cared for, — from Charle 
three months. The separatio! 
but the friends of my father 
ings were generous and urgen 
our cousin, Mr. Stoddard, an o 
Ohio, studied law, and in two 
James, the next eldest brothe 
in Cincinnati, and from that t 
a merchant, first in Lancastei 
William Tecumseh was adc 
Thomas Ewing, who lived in 
caster. The two families wei 
which were highly credital 
Sherman, had been able to he 
his professional career, and I 
ously responded. They mai; 

/"kll/l T <-» I 1 4*11 in VI /Tl» 4- In 
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Kenyon College, five nailes 
kindly offer and was grate 
well the sadness I felt, and 
from home into the midst 
stage coach was then the or 
miles between Lancaster anc 
some journey. For days afi 
moping either at the hous 
became accustomed to the cl 
in the schools, which, as I 
conducted by teachers of m 
some who became distingui 
life. One of the families t 
that of Mr. Norton, one of 
who lately died in Dallas, T( 
We studied our lessons tog< 
and fights. It was a “fad’ 
very long. On one occasic 
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the commons, found a dead sh 
carry the sheep into the scho 
seat. This was promptly don 
purporting that this was a verj 
Lord, and placed it on the heac 
ing Lord found the sheep and ] 
indignity. Efforts were at on 
in this farce, and proof was si 
disclosed my part in the case, j 
charge of the culprits from ; 
place, because of his manifest 
pupils. 

Another teacher whom I re 
type. This was Matthew H. M: 
matic, allowing no foolishnes 
and impartial in his treatment 
not like him, we respected his 

I had one adventure during 

T J 1 


lil 



distinguished in the Civ: 
a careful business man a 
word. 

On the whole I regar 
well spent. I advanced i 
Latin fairly well, I wen 
obtained some compx’el 
kindred studies. In the 
had greatly changed a 
Amelia was happily man 
Mansfield. My father’s ■ 
ker, of Mansfield, to whic 
her daughter, and my 
career as a lawyer in the 

Uncle John had a fan 
I felt I was in the way. 
return home as all her 
Uncle John, however, e; 



n'sull. was lluii. 1 was ('XjH'lli'i 
in(«'n‘('ssion of my mollu'r, ami 
was fcslortHl, and dui’iny my I 
IK) ol lit'r ('ontimt ion will) liim, 
Iowa, when' In' osl iihlislmd anc 
and nsnfid lil’c. Wn had t'ric' 
olln'r, l)nl nt'illn'r allndi'd lo ( 
Kmdid. 

'Pirn pupils had ihn usual < 
ii'i<'ks on ('uch olluu'. 'I'lu) a-cai 
p:rf'u.l('r purl, of which was ai 
llowt* livi'cl on tlm corner of 
1 ho academy. 'I’he hoys were 
shakt' down the fruil, hut wer 
the ‘'round. Hue Tall, wlnm ' 
conspin'il to play a. trick upon 
siilor.s, anioii^ them my hrol 
home from ('incinnali, who w 
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I arrived at McConnelsville 
only tavern in the place. I 
Colonel Curtis and introduced i 
very kindly and introduced n 
James M. Love, who, I was tolc 
to the engineer corps, then ri 
sixteen miles away. I spent t 
and was intimately associated ^ 
two years. He ' subsequently i 
profession at Coshocton. Win 
grossing he enlisted in one of 
captain, and, I think, a major, a 
subsequently migrated to lows 
the District Court of the Unit 
position he held for many yea 
He died July 2, 1891. 

When the time came for jc 
that we start in the morning f 


I had aiioilu'r cxiK'rit'iua', 
hrsl. cvciiinff in camp. Tlu' i 
ill number, luul Ixv'u invited 1 
at his hmiso lu’ar by. 'I'hey 
no invitatiims, \vi' were, hd’t ( 
ilm inslrnnumts and sni>plie 
eamie up smldenly a storm of 
alono ilm valley, whitdi tla. 
ground on whiidi il. stood. ' 
ul lerly htd])less. and, for a i i 
my ut.li'i' eidlapse at. i.liis u('\\ 
was lo wait, and Imim for t he 
fess I hat. 1 ((uiei ly mingled n 
md. iell this to tlu^ boys whc 
was over. No great, damage 
raiseil and secured in place, 
rod and iiisiructed how to use 
did not have much conlideiu 
duties, ami, espiicially the S( 
foilowi'd iusf rmd ictus, iiowcoe 
.\rtera day or two they ga\ 
euti'i' the levids. In a very si 
I could perform my duliecs. an 
ilu' record of Imads, and the 
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aifiicluMl it) him as an assista: 
WosI- PoinI, aiitl, I think, was 
(*rly» w la‘r(‘ a tiain, l<M‘k aiul 
slruclt*tl. lu thn fall nf 1^2 
I was th*taih* 

fur w hirh 1 was unfit iiul, hut 
kaup thu lunultjuarf t*ns ahvistni 
was Htjutt fciuinl that 1 was 
axaavat ituis, stoni' ami (ith«*r i 
was rtiuiiiuuMh at my tsirly 
wtuiv 1 ha\t* mimtinm-tl, A1 
ami [ wa^' ranh'uily insinirtrt 
to ilu ii . l‘hi' w a !Mrai an 
(Mintimusl until ila* Minum-r n 
Ihirin^f im»>l of lht» timo I 
Foaritiix, an ohl uml rtv-^^poi'tiMl 
Inaui riigagrtl in wliut v\as tv 
pnrfnci tin* prtaluon of tlu» tan 


40 


REOC 


The portion of the valley at 
gularly fertile and pleasing, ; 
occupants were mostly of 
Their productions had a re 
that age, before railroads, tl 
transportation and supplies ■ 
The people were, as a rule, « 
had a college at Marietta £ 
The proposed improvement 
would give them another i 
of a depth sufficient for boa 
well as during the “fresheti 
upon, but which at best wei 
as I found to my cost. Th 
provement,” which, in thei 
cheap water transportation 
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and the lock will be like a stran 
for cut stone, or for a railway a] 
a growing city. Captain Fearing 
as many now inveigh against the 
agencies will divide the commer( 
The railroads will possess the Is 
and the great fresh waters of th 
may be utilized on short stretchi 
they will have to compete with i 
connections which they do not j 
to levee the Mississippi may be 
the planters will receive some be 
given to their crops. The stear 
be exchanged for iron whaleba 
nature, as yet only partly devel 
contest with steam as a motive i 
During the period of my sta; 
ments I had very excellent oppo 
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stronger than water was almc 
sidered equally .necessary. ! 
that time a movement in favc 
best to discuss the subject at ; 
and I taking the side of te 
men opposing us. The meet 
the men employed on the pul 
a certain number of “jiggei 
hours. Whisky, not being t 
twenty-five cents a gallon, 
and was regarded by all the ■' 
as a necessity. At the end c 
member to have been a very 
we had the best of the argr 
great excitement. The work 
Cumberland Presbyterians, tb 
Christians, were interfering v 
when the young schoolmast 

J- • 
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All went smoothly, the boat was 1 
Luke Shute, when the river was fi 
ceecl. Consequently the boat was ti 
care of a man who slept aboard, 
rise, but it did not come. Both 
Rivers were very low that season ar 
freshet came. This closing of navi 
mand for salt in Cincinnati, as 
obtained from the up-river country, 
that would have yielded me a littl 
been among those thus detained, 
of the salt by flatboats, but they v 
ing season in Cincinnati was goii: 
high price, but I knew it would j 
opened. It was apparent that I w 
still clung to my purpose to go dc 
freshet came, some time in Janua 
three men on the barge, I floatec 
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habits or the f^entleinau of 
b(‘iiig a F('(lorali.st. His l)oo 
hups th(', most valuable colle 
to the. ('a,rly history of Ohio 
At this time 1 visited wli 
brot lu'r Ljuapsou aiul 1 took 
who was fond of playing pi 
b('tt<'i' than 1 did, took care i 
boatmen to s(>i'/('i hold of < 
which “ Ijunip.” know would 
and to hold on to it for dear 
iusid<\ and liually saw has 
nat urally S(d'/(Hl ou whatcA’C 
ing of “ll(dl.” After more 
aside andtlnu'e were before 
in ('Very a.ttttiid(^ of agony, 
current wa,s pu.ss(Hl througl 
which the boatman hold a. 

* • 1 1 *1 t*tr* w 1 I h f.lll 
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would he uukIo in the snluirdili; 
uinmlifTS hud liccoinc so iiiiirh u 
Ihotii^ld it ri^ld and proper to.' 
riidi.sfauee ( heir rejxret at liis reii 
H(>rvi<’es, and thaulv.s for his kind 
by Mr. (’tdliidierry, Mr. Mnrwet! 
not. <'er(uia that tilher.s«lid not 
in^s, but, at all events, the four 
were .summarily dropped from I 
'riiiis, after two veaiNof faith 
at tlie am* of .'i\leen, turned ad 
1 liud aiiionu my pa pels, dine 
with ( 'id. f 'urt i.s, and also the 
tween .Mr, Wall and myself, ii 
letter to .Mr. Wall wasa disehiinu 
to him in our letter to I’ol. Cut 
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tall and slender and willing i 
employment from Dr. Kreidei 
Court or Recorder of Deeds, 
gave me a dollar and a half a c 
favor, but the records were so 
to do. 

It was at this period of m 
habits. Many of the boys abo 
Howe’s school were still about 
ployment like myself. We wo 
post ofiBce, or some place of re 
got into the habit of drinkir 
diluted whisky and drugs. Th 
its was then more common tha; 
to this temptation, as Col. Curi 
all such drinking. With the 
caster who had nothing to d( 
drinking the health of each c 
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On my return to Lanc.ai 
and reading, mainly of li 
Miller’s histories ol; Enghu: 
Roman Empire,” and snc.li 
could proci^re. It \va.s a.t 
Cabin and Hard (Udorl'ani 
Harrison bad been nominal 
by tlie Whig pari.y. 1 \va 
of 1812, but bad liv(Hl nia.iu 
South Bend, muw Ciiieiima 
him as a rotdth^ old man, : 
cider. ’Pho Whigs turm'd t 
their ad vGrsari('s. Tlnvy c.o 
lent war record, living in ; 
eating corn bw'.ad, with “ I 
in a pala.c.(', with roast laat 
with gold s]ioons, a,nd di'a.\\ 
was no doubt d(nna.goguisi 
(piestious of .prottv.tioii l.o 
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good speaker when he ad 
clear statements of the L 
speak to a jury he was 
avoided jury trials. He '' 
and took great interest in 
a member of the Harrisbi 
eral Harrison for President 
in that canvass. He was 
Elizabeth Williams, of Da 
of his family soon after. 

The influence of the s] 
Parker and my brother Ch: 
My course of study, outlim 
Blackstone, followed sooi 
compromise I was allows 
Chitty’s Pleadings had to \ 
tion of Charles to have an; 
became more marked, and 

miicj.ciinn f.n hjd.r f.n 1nn 
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In those days of primitive 
banker of all the farmers deali 
to the merchant most of his i 
stock and pork, and purchased 
ing, tea, coffee, and the like, ai 
on the growing crop. At the 
settled, generally with a bala 
Little money was used. It wi 
was not unusual for the merche 
Pittsburg or further east, ai 
eastern merchant. 

In the fall of the year it wa 
to load upon his wagon his s 
miles to Sandusky and Milan, 
farming implements, and the 1 
then the chief production of 
only article that would comn: 
highway was often blocked w: 
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corner of the street where 
nowhere to be seen. I felt 
I at once gave notice to m 
measures to trace the find 
and anxiety which I suffer( 
but Charles uttered no rep; 
loss. Fortunately within a 
to an “early drunkard,” wl; 
ment while going for his m 
at night was seen to take 
search warrant soon led to t 
a small sum he had spent, 
more to my brother. 

The social life in Mansfi( 
pleasant and instructive. ' 
intercourse among the yoi 
social meetings, parties, da: 
the winter, but in summer, i 
was the recreation of the ■ 
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assumption in the narrative whi 
among those who had not the good 
I was present, and greatly enjoyed • 
a good opportunity to prick the bul 
loy Barker, and wrote for the rivaj 
scription signed “A Looker On.” G 
interest at the time, but it has probi 
■fcnry, from the memory of the few v 
a rivalry and left its mark upon th 
of the mill by a flood, the cutting a 
causes, have changed this, so that 
young of my day is a thing of the p? 

During my study of law, the bar i 
a very able one, including among it 
Thomas W. Bartley, Jacob Brinker 
others. All of those named became 
of Ohio or of the United States. Di 
were also many law students in the 
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had substantially practiced mj 
advance of my admission to the 
I arrived at the age of twen 
1844, and promptly on time on ■ 
Supreme Court “on the circui 
Ohio, for admission to the bar. 
presented, and, according to tin 
all referred to a committee 
Mason, Hon. Charles Anthony 
name I do not recall. All were 
and had been busily occupied in 
at the ofiBce of one of these ge 
which we had been preparing f( 
put to us which were answered, 
the answer to which led to £ 
among the examiners, and a pn 
ination. It soon occurred to tl 
ested in the cases coming 

aAR All AV H AT All -f-, 





c: 

Ohio, Its I 

Occupation by the Indians — Wj 
R iver — Conimencenieut of the 
istics, etc., in 1787 — Arrival 
ville — Census of 1802 SI 
Occupation of the “C 
Improvement — Yg 
Resources of tl 
'^Ohio M£ 

T he life of a man 
his birth, the sr 
habits and cnstc 
lived. As I hav( 
and for more than forty 

in nonori'p.Qfi nr t.li 
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generally as transitory as that of 1 
Many of these Indian tribes we 
under the domination of a chie 
dred as Abraham did, and plan 
him, and moved at his whim or ' 
the Indian tribes that had been c 
the east and the south chose his 
in the region of the 0-hi-o, ofter 
Their contests with white men ha 
of fire-arms, and some of then 
arms in the wars between the E 
a rule, the Indians encountered 
at Jamestown were all of the sai 
The difference between these t 
their location, whether on the sef 
and by the strength of the trib< 
tions to the feeble band in posse: 

Whatever may be said of the 
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expressed,” and floated u;f 
Arkansas. 

It is impossible to reac 
missionaries, of their life a 
and their enthusiastic des 
land they had discovered, t 
reverence. The adventure 
read like romance; hut tl 
great rivers, mountains an< 
lion of people, attest the a' 
courage and zeal -with whii 

The discovery of Ma; 
Chevalier de la Salle, a kni 
ance, who, after overcomi 
an expedition by the wa; 
River to its mouth. Thus 
zeal of a priest and the C{ 
base his claims to fully he 
upon grounds recognized a 
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several Indian tribes at the he 
French forces at Venango, In t. 
trip into the wilderness, and soc 
fixed purpose of the French £ 
country to the sources of the Oh; 
what is now a part of Penns; 
comnaander, St. Pierre, declared 
Englishman within the Ohio Vail 
tion of Washington left no choi( 
except to abandon their claim to 
declare war. The English title 
tion of the shores of the Atlanti' 
Georgia. It was claimed that th; 
to possession westward from sea 
In the earliest grants to the < 
and Connecticut, their western 
South Sea. Where the South 
breadth of the continent, was 
srants. James I and his council 


of the Atlantic rivers as r 
the use of the Indians, and 
or remain ■within it. Thi 
of the Revolution. An e 
small importance, had a coi 
United States the north we 
The State of Virginia, c 
British crown to the regi( 
organized an expedition, ■ 
to punish and repel incur! 
French posts then held hy 
so that when negotiations 
our plenipotentiaries coul 
States to the northwesterr 
English colonies, but by. cc 
at the time of the negotia 
ing the Ohio River a b( 
Adams said that sooner i 
would exhort his country 

tliftv r.mild Irfifin a, snldifii- 
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the territories, and may be prop 
ment of the history of the Stat( 
We may here pause to cons: 
and characteristics of the Terril 
1787, when the first territorial j 
Congress. It was hounded on t 
River, touching on its northeast 
nia and New York; on the north 
by an arbitrary line not then defii 
square miles. Its topography m 
plain, its highest elevation being 
est depression being 440 feet abo"' 
about 800 feet above the sea. It 
watershed between the river : 
northeast to southwest across tt 
than the river, at an elevation ; 
1,300 feet. The shed on either 
clear, pure water, in valleys of g 
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that day to the close of the v 
there were hostilities in some 
There is not a county in Ohio 
scene of a battle with the India] 
The interesting “Historical ( 
by Henry Howe, give many det 
aside from the danger that lurk( 
the pioneer, there were more ri 
fought on the soil of Ohio than i 
The defeat of General Harmer 
battles in the Scioto valley, laic 
the settlements in Ohio, and son 
at negotiation was defeated by ^ 
In the following year, 1791, 
organized at Cincinnati under 
against the Indians at the head 
encamped they were attacked b] 
defeated, losing a large number 
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Indians and inflicted upo: 
tory settled forever the oc 
man, and the irreversible 
will appear hereafter, he ; 
for twenty years more. 

In looking back over a \ 
sible to suppress a sense o 
for the Indian in his une 
General Wayne, a general 
the northwest was propo; 
ing the following year at 
conference are given by 
Northwestern Territory.” 
fires,” explained to the ch 
of the treaties made at 1 
manded that they be rat 
grants. Many of the rep' 
Indians, are eloquent app( 
“Elder Brothers” to allov 
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States by treaty, subject to 
were subsequently ceded to i 
Wyandots in 1842, when the 
to Kansas. 

The most important, and 
spiracy of Indians since the t 
by the “Prophet,” a crazy ent 
and accused of witchcraft, a 
rior of approved courage, p 
Indian, with remarkable Intel 
They united most of the tri 
treaty, and threatened with c 
cerned in the subsequent tre: 
of General Harrison, then ( 
diana, who, in 1811, after m 
Tecumseh and the “Prophet 
and marched against the “Prc 
county, Indiana. The battle 
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of the inhabitants in the easte 
the State of Ohio, by which 
45,028 persons. Congress proi 
form a constitution and state g 
speedily acted upon, a conven 
elected, and a constitution ac 
being submitted to the people. 

This constitution remained 
for fifty years. It was regarde 
a model framework of state g( 
provisions, but comprehensive 
of a people growing in popula 
1850. The present constitutio 
vention, which met at Coluinb 
adjourned on the 10th of Mar< 
ratified by a majority of the pi 

The decennial growth of 
shown : 
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development of railroads, fol 
changes, following in succesi 
tures of the history of Ohio, 
pioneers who planted the firs' 
of Indian warfare, and firm 
Ohio. 

After this period, and the ( 
ment, the great migration to < 
century, was destined to exi 
settler was generally poor, bri 
with wife and children, in a ( 
difficult roads to the new anc 
ment. But the land was che 
and all were on the same foe 
The task before him was disc* 
section in the unbroken for 
trees by the surveyor, and al 
first work was to erect a roug 
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Tennessee. The great w 
was not then accessible, 
might have been left ir 
During all this period, wl 
stage, the settlers had nc 
supply the demand of im 
would not bear the expe: 
to obtain ready money 
hogs, horses and cattle, 
Pittsburg and eastern 
and that was chiefly irrec 
the people was mainly 
spinning wheel, big and 
hold. Settlers near th( 
tributaries, had the advj 
ucts in rough barges d 
market, so that the s 
rapidly, while the north( 

t.bA Tnrli'a.ns 
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great revolution. Then follow 
improvement by the construct] 
the state, one from Cleveland, c 
the Ohio Eiver, and the other f] 
the city of Cincinnati, with the 
the improvement of the Muskin 

Salmon P. Chase, then a yo 
his introduction to his compih 
published in 1833, thus describe 
ments upon the prosperity of 01 

“They have afforded to the farm 
market, and have enhanced the value c 
have facilitated intercourse between di 
thus tended to make the people more 
They have furnished to the people a c 
and satisfaction. They have attracted 
capital. And they have made the nan 
throughout the civilized world, as a ns 
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have the benefit of tl 
succession several line 
cities across the state 
Within twenty years 
they had almost supe: 
tion, and had reduced 
less than one-half of t 

After the close of 
roads rapidly increase 
way track in Ohio wa 
$102,950,642, a develo; 
greater than in any 
adoption of a system 
in Ohio, constructed 
well supplied with we 
any state in the Unio 
states. 

Another great cha 
ranidlv followed the e 
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farming population. The foil 
lation of twenty cities, by the 


Akron 

Canton 

Chillicotlie 

Cincinnati , 

Columbus 

Cleveland . 

Dayton . 

Findlay 

Hamilton 

Ironton 

Lima 

Mansfield . 
Newark . 
Portsmouth 
Sandusky 
Springfield 
Steubenville . 
Tiffin . 
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About tbe same perio( 
rindlay, in Hancock an 
and mysterious creation 
fuel for manufactures, a 
and towns. Tbe durati' 
determined. 

Tbe lakes on tbe nort 
tbe people of Ohio cbeaj: 
tion and exportation of 
while tbe physical featu 
Ohio, in a measure, cor 
routes of railway over it 
From the beginning 
nisbing facilities for ed 
early days, when tbe po 
schools were established 
and neighborhoods wb« 
justify it. At an early p 

/^/Al + 
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but favored, by a universal pub^ 
nation of Christians who numbe 
tion can readily secure a house 
from its members, but by contril 
ing Christians. The same cha 
Gentiles professing any creed or 
The standing, ability and inJ 
the professions in Ohio will com] 
Union, and especially is this tri 
Many of the lawyers who engag 
which led to the Revolution and 
thrown upon their own resourc 
the early founders of the ne"? 
chiefly framed the first laws of 
of them, had intrusted to him tl 
laws of the territorial governme 
peared in the constitutional com 
subsequent, and contributed moi 
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A life like tkis develc 
duced many men of odd c 
peculiar dress and convers 
whisky during the pioneer 
social life, and the habit 
many wild scenes and fij 
the south, the contestant! 
weapons nature gave th( 
quarrel arose, to gather a 
them fair play and a free 
in those early days many ] 
of many kinds occurred, a 
more charity than now p: 
thefts and the meaner 
and when disclosed were 
acts of violence. The sf 
worse crime than mansh 
tation. 

Rnt fl.n tbfiSA habits a. 
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full quota of soldiers, and te 
political contests that prece 
between the two parties wei 
war was commenced by the f 
pie were practically united fo: 
was restored by the uncondit 
erate armies. Questions aro 
upon which the Democratic p 
to history to say that in the 
the people of Ohio, without 
individual exceptions, were or 
The share taken by the s( 
familiar to all. Invidious con 
It will be conceded that Ohio 
contest. She furnished to the 
more than one-tenth of the 
population of 2,339,000, some 
siderable battle of the war. 


includes many of commandii 
cils, two of whom have bee: 
two Chief Justices of the Su 
and many others have oc( 
Supreme Court, as heads ( 
branch of the government, a 
rank in our diplomatic servii 
It is not intended to ma 
individuals or parties, nor 
new. I concede that all tl 
tributed to the strength of t 
pride of all American citizei 
consistent with the most d( 
have sought is to present 
history and resources of a S' 
a wilderness, having at t 
savage men and wild beasi 
that made by an extinct i 
history, and now converte( 
millions of human beings, P' 
and wealth, a soil rich and f 
ent farmers, yielding more 
the colonies that rebelled ag 
by varied industries and de'v 
states produced when the c« 
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I have observed that wherever ] 
remote the place, I found the 
among his fellow-citizens, and 
share to the growth and prosper 
he lived, but retaining his love 1 
proud to say he was born in Ohi 


Admission to the Bab 

Law PartnersliiiJ with niy Brother Clu 
Obtaining the High t-of- Way for a 
and its Effect on the Country - 
Banquet with Daniel Webste 
riage with Margaret Cecilia 
Life — Belief in the Doci 
and Whig Conveni 
Question — My El 

A fter I was admitte 
tiou of one who hac 
after weary w^aitin 
visiting niy relative 
ing the courts in those citiei 
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With this line of distinction between 
ficulty in arranging our business, or ii 
was then agent and attorney for Ne’v 
itors, the confidential adviser of our 1 
the counselor of a very interesting s 
in Eichland county, called Quakers, c 
conscientiously talce the usual oath, I 
essary legal papers, and in contests, 
There was, therefore, left to me the p 
and the struggle of debate and trial, 
in Ohio had greatly changed from the 
this century. As I have stated, th 
decades, accompanied by leading law 
went from county to county and disi: 
local lawyers had but little to do. . 
Each county has its bar and its leadin 
the case is of great importance a “foi 
The change has been caused by the a 


80 


E 

driving some of them < 
field who swore that the 
and that he never won 
word, except when in 
Yet, the code and plead 
adopted in nearly all th< 
in the line of extension 

These reforms, and i 
zation of our state and 
extent lessened the fees 
yers. But it can be saic 
profession proposed and 
vocated any legislatior 
litigation and at the 
reputation. 

While these causes • 
of nature, hitherto ui 
were beinar developed. ■ 
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Among the most "v 
Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne & 
the Pennsylvania Rail] 
This road was built in s 
subsequently combined 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, In( 
was the Pittsburg & 0 
line, twelve miles west < 
There is perhaps a : 
ment in the history of i 
United States since 1845 
now 171,804.72, the a( 
amounting to $9,293,05i 
their dependent wareh< 
to-day than was the val 
States in 1840. 

Contemporaneous v 
cable, and the telephon 

AvI-TTr ^ 
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which was at Mansfield, rapid 
eastern merchants from tlie pai 
This loss was, however, more tin 
ment as attorneys for the severe 
county. My brother gradually ’ 
Mansfield, and became the gene 
Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railroad. 

In the meantime I had talv< 
several cases in Avhich I was gi 
the most eminent inemljcr of hif 
gave me several opportunities 1 
a jury, so that 1 gradually gaii 
speaker. 

My Uncle Parker was then j 
pleas. So far from favoring me 
him, he seemed to me to wish t« 
by overruling my pleadings or ii 
I am quite sure now that this v 
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continued ever since to p 
attend the meetings reg 
thought, without any ref 
is an association of grea 
men under good social in 
acter and standing. 

Among the political 
excitement that grew o 
feeling among all classes 
Whigs was, that the Mes 
entered upon to extend 
now, no doubt that such 
battles at Palo Alto and 
upon the people of 01 
These were raised with 
under the command of ( 
my old commander. Col, 
tempted to enter the se 



the British minister on h 
left. At the other end of 
other distinguished men. 
chants, poets, and orators 
the tables. I sat some wa 
myself to my neighbors or 
on Webster, from 'whom I 
alone could utter. 

Much to my surprise, \ 
to commence, Mr. Lawi'ei 
stories, songs, poetry and < 
ate, but not from Webs 
Webster had been talkin; 
displayed none of the loft 
drank freely. That was 
bottle was one labeled “ 
“more than a hundred ye 
us. Webster was plainly 
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on Louisiana Avenue, near Sb 
ballots in the convention. "VV 
“Scott 159, Fillmore 112, Webs 
deep tones and said: “How v 
did not like either Scott or Ft 
the votes of southern members 
wounded his pride. He died 1 
perhaps, the greatest man of ii 
he had faults which the peopt 
incident about Mr. Webster, ai 
may not be without interest. 
Corwin, Mr. Colfax and myself 
Among the many visits we n 
then living in that house. A 
an old well-trained negro serv 
Mr. Webster in this house. I 
usual gayety, and as we left i 
with deep emotion, asked tha 
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then the population of 1 
than three-fold that o 
and twenty-fold that of 
2,000,000 inhabitants, anc 
about 1,700,000. Many 
100,000 inhabitants, the 
within the limits of Indij 
From New York I n 
dents recur to me but 
gone, the memory of wh< 
generation. Mr. Polk v 
man, of ordinary ability 
events that happened dt 
he did himself. I attei 
appeared to better advai 
for the first time. I t 
House of Representati’ 
position and was regar( 

1 1 TT /“STf 
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both the plaintiff and defendai 
to be, vigorously contested wi 
parties. Columbus Delano wai 
tiff, and I was his assistant. ! 
daily because during its prog 
fever. I returned home after 
and on the Fourth of July, ISd"! 
which continued more than t\ 
rise from the bed, and then I v 
unable to walk, and was lifted 
to get the fresh air, and c( 
October, when I was again abh 
During my practice thus fa: 
in property and money more tl 
in addition to my practice, e 
with Jacob Emminger, a prac 
ture of doors, blinds and other 
valuable pine-lands in Michiga 
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connecting link between 
times. She had a vivid rec 
pal towns of Connecticut I 
and poverty that followed t 
political contests between 
the events of the War of 
1816, She maintained a 
grandchildren. She was 
strong-willed, religious Pu 
was respected, not only by 
all who knew her. 

My brother-in-law, Th( 
ney of the United State 
Polk, and, as he expecte' 
incoming administration ( 
candidate for his place, a 
sion. I told him I doubte 
justify me in making sui 
differently. I wrote to 1 
answered as follows : 

John Sherman, Esq., Mansfield, 
My Dear Sir : — I believe 
District Attorney, but your yo 
ment, and in competition with 
as Mr. Goddard is both nrofessi 










feeling, said that all the 
only his jokes, and wa 
tend to my law. He tc 
present at his death a1 
And then, brightening 
the early settlement ol 
his early life as a wagi 
fit of gloom had passi 
stance that created a c 
interview with Mr. Cor 
was easy to follow, as 
bility of a Whig bein 
then called “the Berks 
that election. 

I took but little p: 
Clay was a candidate J 
political speech to a p 
'Kie meeting was held 
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1848, but this did not in the least 
life. I was appointed a delegat 
vention, held in Philadelphia, in 1 
candidate. I accepted this the ; 
opportunity to see my future wi 
and to fix our engagement for m 
The chief incident of the conver 
the friends of General Scott and 
When the convention was be; 
chairman of the Ohio delegatioi: 
tleman in that convention who 
office unless that convention gav 
for secretary of the convention, 
delegate from Indiana in the sa 
Schuyler Colfax be made as 
marched together to the platfori: 
life, in which we were to be clos 
The nomination of General 
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1852. In this convention a: 
for attorney-general in O].' 
pronaptly declined to be a ca 
votes from personal friends, 
duce some young blood into 
I then began seriously t 
day. I was classed as a coi 
ported the compromise m 
merits, but as the best soli 
sions. Prior to this time 1 d 
study, except through the n 
national questions that divi( 
In the spring of 1852 I w 
tion as a delegate at large i 
uel F. Vinton to the nation 
I was an earnest advocate o 
nomination. Here, again, 1 
into national politics. The 
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purpose to: “Maintain the: 
enforcement until time and 
necessity of further legislati 
' the laws.” 

: It would seem that undei 

committed to acquiescence i 
slavery, and to a resistance ■ 
ify them. 

I took quite an active pa 
Seward, then the great lead( 
to attend a mass meeting 
received the following reply 

John SuERitAN, Esq., Mansfield, 
i Dear Sir : — I have the he 

1 accept the invitation of the W’ 

meeting in Richland county, Ohic 
■ folly the importance of the canvass 

conception of the rosiionsibilities o: 
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to legislate slavery into any territc 
but to leave the people thereof p 
domestic institutions in their own ^ 
the United States: Provided^ Thai 
strued to revive or put in force 
existed prior to the act of sixth c 
either protecting, establishing, prol 

This act contained a simi] 
To understand the effect < 
review the status of slavery 
constitution and existing law 
The articles of Confedera 
or slaves. During and after 
ing was that slavery wouh 
several states. In the Ordin 
of the territories of the Uni 
Eiver, it was expressly provi' 

“ Thoro shall be no slavery no 


OF JOHN SI 


The first clause quoted was ii 
prohibit the introduction of slave 
was promptly done. The secon 
authorize the recapture of slave 
to another state. It was the 
framers of the constitution that 
would be gradually abolished by 
where it was recognized. 

The first great controversy t 
whether Missouri should be admi 
state, and whether slavery shou] 
tories. 

The following provision beca 
6, 1820, approved by President ^ 
the compromise measure of that 

“ That, in all that territory ceded by 
the name of ‘ Louisiana,’ which lies nortl 
not included within the limits of the stf 

1 • 1 i • i ^ 1 1 • . 
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north latitude, provided for • 
fornia, for territorial govern] 
and for the surrender of fugi 

In the resolution annex 
there is this express recogni 
line: 

^‘New states of convenient size 
tion to said State of Texas, and ha 
by the consent of said state, be fo: 
shall be entitled to admission unde 
tion; and such states as may be fo: 
lying soicth of 36 deg. 30 min. nort 
souri Compromise line, shall be ai 
slavery, as the people of each state 

The convention providing 
expressly stipulated by a un 
be forever prohibited in tha 
territorial government for N 
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The Senate of the 88rd C( 
crats, 20 Whigs and 2 Free S 
of 159 Democrats, 71 Whigs, 
Pierce as President of the U: 

I need not narrate the Ion 
bill to organize the Territori( 
a direct invitation for a ph; 
and south for the control oi 
passed on the 30th of May, If 
This act repealed in expre 
of 1820, and falsely stated 
measures of 1850, which, as 
whatever to the Territories 
opened, in the most dange 
freedom and slavery in the 
congressional beginning of 
the War of the Rebellion. 

It is difficult, at this disR 


Unfortunately the 
The whole south had 
south, acting in concc 
could control the actio 
(lid then prevail with i 
rior to nieii of the nc 
four Yankees, that th 
duced among the mast 
who could command a 
feeling did exist or not 
ers ill the south were 
were longer retained 
hold higher public P' 
north. Besides, they 1 
not tolerate any diffe 
involved. This compa 
f('.w scattered memlier 
trol. But now the t 
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The strong controlling f 
Whigs and of the Democrat 
Nebraska and Kansas law wa 
existing compromises, design( 
ritory, that it ought to be re 
ticable, organized effort si 
territories free states. “ Slav 
freedom by violating compi 
party, as yet without a name. 

It was on this basis in the 
didate for Congress. Jacob 1 
both residents of Kichland 
experience and ability, were 
submit our pretensions to a 
was selected by a very large 
was held at Shelby, in July, 
terms a Member of Congres! 
was nominated, chiefly becau 
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conservative on the slavery q 
with, the repeal of the offen 
act, hut demanded the prohi 
tories and in the District of ' 
strong in the important counl 
When I spoke in North F 
distinct question put to me 
which I spoke, and whose nam 
vote for the abolition of slav 
I knew this was a turning po 
frank and honest, whatever i 
that I would not, that the 
slavery over the territories, 
of John Q. Adams, hut what 
the audience, I understood \ 
ing, the preacher commende 
people to vote for me. 

This canvass, more than 
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composition of the delegation 
party had no name, and no de 
one question of the extension 
tion everyone was in doubt, 
Mr. Lindsley, told me it was tl 
seen, that everyone brought h 
there was no electioneering i 
opinion, but not with much c( 
elected. When the votes wei 
had 2,823 majority, having can 
Richland county, in which I 
majority adverse to the De 
majority of over 300 votes. 

During the summer of 185! 
the administration of Presiden 
lican party. County conveni 
largely attended. The state < 
the 13th day of July, 1855. It 
elements, everv shade nf noli 


J RECOLLECTIONS 


lOfi 


(J). Wo will resent llnj spread of slavery under wluatovor slmpo or color 
it may be iittemptcil. 

(2), To litis end wo will labor incessantl}' to render inoporativo and void 
Hint portion of the Kansas and Nebraska bill which abulislies freedom in the 
territory withdrawn from tho influcma) of slavery by tlin Missouri Coin- 
protniso of 1820; and wo will op])Ose by every lawful and constitutional 
moans, tho extension of slavery in a 113 ' national territory, and the fnrliier 
iiicrousD of slaver)^ territory or slave slates in tltis republican confederacy. 

3. /too/w/, That the recent acts of violence and Civil War in Kansas, 
nicited by tlio late Vico President of tho United States, and tacitly on* 
eonraged by the Executive, command tlio ompliatio condemnalion of every 
citi'/oii. 

4. .Ucwlvedy That a proper retrenchment in ail public ox pond itu res, a 
tlioroughl}^ economical administration of our state government, a just and 
equal basis of taxation, and single districts for Iho election of members of 
tho logislnttirc, are reforms called for by a wise state pollcj^ and justly 
clomandod by tho ]m()plo. 

D. JUsolvcd^ Tlait a stale central committee, consisting of five, bo 
appoint(?d by tins convention, and the said committee, in addition to its usual 
duties, be authorized to correspond witli coinmittocs of oilier states for tho 
purposo of agrooing upon a time and [ilace for holding a national convention 
of tlio Ucpublican party for the nomination of President and \'ieo IVesident. 


Joslum K. Gicldiiigs was tho solitaiy niembcM- of tho coth- 
mitteo opposed to the resolutions, not, lie said, because he 
objected to the resolutions themselves, but ho thought they 
were a little too tender, I’hoy wore not strong enough for the 
old guard and still they were bettor than none. If it offended 
his brother to eat meat he would eat no more while time 
lasted. He was opposed to this milk for babes, lie dis- 
agreed with his colleagues, but had had tho misfortune to 
disagree with people before. He was u.sed to disagreement 
and hoped everybody would vote for the platform. 

Lewis D. Campbell said his friend from Ashtabula wanted 
to make an issue with Frank Pierce. He did not wi.sh to rai.so 
an issue with the dead. Ho hoped everybody would vote for tho 
platform. He did not consider tho ro.solutions milk for babes, 
but strong meat. 

The platform was adopted by a unanimous vote. 

The real contention was upon the nomina.tion of governor. 
Salmon P. Chase was nominated, but thcro was difforonee of 
opinion concerning his somewhat varied political associations 



and somo criticism of them. In 1845 he had in-ojcctcd what wa.s 
called a hbert}' convention. In 1848 ho had boon a member 
of tlie Free Soil convention held at, BuiTalo and since 1841) had 
been a Senator of the United States. 'J’homas H, ]''md, my 
townsman, was nominated as lieutenant govciamr, as the 
representative of the Whig party. Jacob llrinkorUoff, also of 
Jlanslield, was nominated as judge of the Supremo Court. Ho 
had b(ien a Member of Congress from 1848 to 1847 a.s a Dcino- 
cnit, but early took decided ground against tlio e.vtoii.sion of 
slavery. He was the reputed author of wliat is kuowit as the 
“ Wilmot Proviso.” 

On the Htb day of August this fainou.s jtroviso was olTored 
as an ameudment to a l»ill anUiori'/ing tlio Presidcud, of the 
United States to employ 88, 000, 001) in negot.ialions lor a i)caco 
with Mexico, by pnrclmso of lorritory, by David Wilmot, of 
Pennsylvania, a Member of the I louse. “'I'hat, as an express 
fundanicul.al condition to the accjuisltion «d any territory from 
the llopublic of Mexico by the United States, neither slavery 
nor involuntary sorvitiulo .should over exist in any \)iu-t of .said 
lorritory.” 'J’liis proviso was adopted by the llou.se, l)ut was 
rojocled l)y tho Soiialo. It was the liasis of the organization 
known as the Free Soil party of 1818, and of tho Ih'puhlican 
party in 185(5, 

TIio oilier candidates on tho ticket worn fairly distrihiited. 

Tho canvass of 18,55 was ccmducled mainly liy Sonalor 
Chaso and Ooloued Ford. I paiiic.i paled in it to some oxiont, 
but was chiofly engaged in chnsing my hu.sino.ss in i>repanition 
for tho approaching session of C-ongross. 'I’ho result of tho 
election was a.s follows: Chase, 14(5, 770 votes; Mcdill, 181,019; 
Allou 'rvlmblc, 24,97(5. 

'L'he olecl ion of Senator Chase, upon adistinc.ily Ilepulilican 
platform, osi.al)lishod tlic fact that tlio majority of tho votois of 
Ohio were Jtopnldicans as delined by I, ho ci'ced of I liat party. 

In the Kuininer of 1855 I made my first trii» to Iowa, uccoin- 
paniecl by Amos Town.sciid and .lames Coboan. At that time 
Iowa wa.s a fav-olf state, thinly popnlal.c(l, hiit being rapidly 
settled. We passed tlirongli Chicago, wliicli at that time con- 
tained a ])opnlation of about 50,000. Tho line of railroad 
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uiimbor over 24,000,000, or move than quadrnplo the number in 
1850, and more than the entire poi^ulation of the United States 
in that j'ear. I have frequently visited these states since, and 
am not surprised at their \Yonderful growth, I believe there 
is no portion of the earth’s surface of equal area which is sus- 
ceptible of a larger population than that portion of tlie United 
States lying north of the Oliio River, and between the Alle- 
gheny Mountains and the Missouri River. 


CHAPTER V. 

Early Days in Congrkss. 

My First Spccdi in tlio JTo ii bo — Struggle Tor t.Iio PoaBosflion of Kaiisns — 
Appointed ab a Monibor of the KariBiis I tivoa ligating Coininittoo — Tlio 
Invftblon of March 30th, 18u6 — Rjiciting Scenes in the Second 
Difibrict of KansoB — Similar Violence in Olhur Tomtorlal 
Districts^ Hotnni and Report of the Comtiiitlco — No 
ReUof Afforded the Peo\)le of KanwuH — Afcn of 
DiBtinction in the t^ lbli Congress — Long 
Intimacy with Sell uy lor Colfax. 

I N 1864 the Whig part}' had disappeared from the roll of 
parties iir tlie United States. It was a had name for a 
good party. English in its origin, it had no significance 
iu American politics. 'I'ho word “ Democratic,” as applied 
to the opposing party, was equally a misnomer. The word 
“ Democracy,” from which it is derived, means a government 
of the people, but the controlling power of tlio Democratic 
party resided in Die southern states, where a largo iiortion of 
the people wore slaves, and tlio ruling class wore slaveholders, 
and the name was apt applicable to such a people. The Repub- 
lican party then represented the progressive tendency of the 
age, the development of the country, the opposition to slavery 
and the preservation of the Union. It was about to engage iu 
a political contest for the administration of the governmont. 
It was in the minority in the Senate, and had but a bare plu- 
rality iu the House. It had to contest with an adverse Execu- 
tive and Supromo Court, with a well-organized party in posses- 
sion of all tho patronage of the govornment, in absolute con- 
trol of the slaveholdiug states, and supported by strong minor- 
ities in each of the free states. 

This was the condition of parties when the 34th Congress 
met iu the old halls of the Senate and House of Ropiusoiita- 
tives on tho 3rd of December, 1855. The Senate was comiiosed 
of 43 Democrats and 17 Republicans. There were four vacan- 
cies. The House w'as composed of 07 Republicans, 82 Demo- 
crats, aud 45 classed as Third Party men, mostly as Americans. 
( 110 ) 
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of all partitas and opinions who will steadily aid in preserving our woslorn 
torri lories for free labor; and J say now, that I never will vole for a jnan for 
speakor of tliis house, unless ho convinoes me, by his conduct and by his voice, 
timt ho never will, if ho 1ms tho power to prevent it, allow the institution of 
slavery to derive any advantage from repealing the coin promise of 1820, 

“I believe Mr. Banks will be true to that ])nnciplo, and, theroforo, 1 
voto for him without regard to his previous poUticul associations, cn* to his 
adiiorenoQ to the Auierican party. 1 vote for him simply because im has 
had the manliness to say hove, that, having the po\Yer, ho will resist tlu^ 
enoroaohmeiits of slavery, even by opposing the admission of any slave slain 
tluit may be formed out of tho territory north and west of Missouri.** 

Notwithstanding the promise I made not to occupy much 
of the time of the House in speaking, and the cynicism of my 
friend Day, I did partake frequently in the debate on tho 
organization of the House. I became involved in a contest 
with Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, who liacl steadily refused to voto 
for Mr. Banks for speaker, to which T deemed proper to 
refer. He said he was not to be doterred from perfoi’Juing liis 
duty, as lie understood it, by tlie criticisms of the “ueopliyLo” 
from Ohio. I replied at considerable length and with some 
feoling. In my reply I repeated my po.sitiou in rc.spect to the 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, declaring: “If the I’opcal 
was wrong all northern and southern men alike ought to help 
to reinstate that restriction. Nothing le.ss than that will sat- 
isfy tho country; and if it is not done, as it probably will not. 
be, we will maintain our position of resisting the admission of 
Kansas as a slave state, under all possible circumstances.” 

Later on in the debate I declared; 

I nm no Abolitionist in tho sense in winch tho term is used; 1 Imvn 
always been a conservative Wliig. 1 was willing to stand by tlio com])i*o- 
misoa of 1820 and iShO; but, wlion our Whig brethren of tho south allow (Iuh 
ndiuiiiistration to lead thorn off from their principles, when they abandon tho 
position whicli Henry Clay would have taken, forget his name and achiovo* 
nionts, and decline any longer to carry his banner — they lose all their oialniH 
on mo. And I say now, that until this wrong is righted, until KanstiH in 
admitted as a free slate, I cannot act in party association with tluiiu. 
Wlionovor tlmt question is settled rightly I will have no disposition to dis- 
turb tlie lianiiony which ought to exist between the north and souili, 1 ilo 
not propose to continue agitation ; I only cippoav hero to domancl justice,* 
to demand compliance with compromises fully agreed upon and declared l>y 
law* I ask no more, and I will SMbmit lo no loss.*’ 


willing that Kansas should be admitted as a free .state, ’ but, 
local pride prevented such a declai’ation. It is easy to perceive 
now that if this Had been jiromptly done the slavery qno.stion 
would have beon settled for many years, J3ut that opportunily 
was permitted to pass uniisod. The people, both north !i.n<l 
south, were thoroughly aroused. No eonijn’orniso was pos-sihle. 
Tlie contest could only bo settled by the force of superior num- 
bers. That was the logic of the Nebraska bill, whic.Ii was an 
appeal to the pooido of both sections, already greatly oxcittid, 
to struggle for, and, if noce.ssury, to light for tho jiosscission of 
a largo and Ijeautifnl territory. It forced tho irreprtvssihln 
conflict in the most dangerous form. 

On the one side wore tho border rulliaiis of Mis.souri, here- 
after de.scribod, backed by the general .sontijnonb of the .sont.ii, 
and actively supported by tho administration and by lojul- 
ing Democrats- wlio had liold high positions in tho piihlic 
service. On the other side were a large numhor of free .state 
men in the western states, vi'ho looked forward to Urn o])nn- 
ing of Nebraska and Kansas a,s a new liold of enterprise. 
Tliey wore (iiuto ready to light for tlmir opinions agnin.sl; 
slavery. They wove sui)portod by a gonmal hioling of roscnit- 
moiit in the north, caused by tlio repeal of the Missouri Uoni- 
promiso. 

Long before the 7nootingof Congrcs.s tlio actual struggle for 
tho possession of Kansas coimnoucod. AlXov tho passage ot tho 
Kansas bill wo had reports in tho nowspapocs of gross IVuuds 
at pretended elections of rival legislatures, of murdor and ot.hor 
crime.s, in short, of actual civil war in Kati.sas; hut the nceonuts 
wore contviidictory. It was ])lainly tho first duty of C'ongvoss 
to ascertain tho exact condition of affairs in tiiat torritory. 
This could not be dono until a sjmlccr was oloetod. 

On tho 2-fl,h day of Ja)mary, 185(1, Prosidont Piorco sent to 
the House of Kopvcsonlativcs, still unorganized, a mo.ssiigo 
upon tho condition of affairs in Kansas, A cjucstion was miido 
whether a message froin the President could bo rocoivod before 
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orgairiiziltton in tlio Torritory of Kanstis, uikI produco tlioro a condition of 
tilings whicli renders it iiicuinbonl on mo to call your attention to tlio suli- 
jeot, and urgently to recommend Iho adoption by yon of such nieiiRures of 
legislation as the gravo oxigoncies of the case appear to require.” 

The President then gave hi.s exposition of the condition of 
affairs in that territory. This exposition was regarded tts a 
partisan one in favor of the so'callod pro-slavery legislative 
assembly, wliich met the 2nd day of July, 1855. He recom- 
metulod “that a special appropriation be made to defray any 
expense which may become requisite in the execution of the 
laws or the maintenance of public order in tlie Territory of 
Kansas,” 

This was regarded as a threat of the employment of the 
army to enforce the enactments of a usurping legislature. 
Congress took no action uimn the message until after tlio 
organization of the House. On the Uth of Januaiy, 185G, a 
motion was mado by Jlr. Hoii.ston that tlio mcs.sago of tlio 
Presicleiit, in rcforcuco to the Territory of Kaii.sas, bo referred 
bo the committee of the whole on the state of tho Union, Tiiis 
motion was agreed to. No farther action was taken upon tlio 
message, but it remained in abeyance. Congrc.ss was not pre- 
pared to act without full information of the actaial couditiou of 
affairs in that territory. 

On the liltli of March, 1856, the House of Roprosoutatives 
adopted a series of resolutions offered by Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, 
as follows : 

That a committoo of throe of tho Membora of tliis House, to bo 
appointed by the speaker, shall proceed to inquire into and collect ovidonco 
in regard to tho troubles in Kansas generally, and particularly in regard to 
any fraud or foroo atlompted, or practiced, in roforonco to any of the oleo- 
tioiis which have taken placo in said territory, either under tho law organiz- 
ing said territory, or under any prctoiuled law wliicjli may be ullegod 
to ha VO taken effect therein ainoo. That ti\oy ahaU fully iuvesiigato and 
tako proof of all violent and tumultuous proceedings in said territory at 
any time since the passage of tho Kansas -Nebraska act, whether engaged in 
by residents of said territory, or by any person or persons from elsewhere 
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goijj^ into said territory and doin^, or onoonragin^* olhei-s to do, any act of 
vi{>linico or piibliu disturbance against the laws of tlio United States, or the 
rights, peace, and safety of the residents of said lorritory ; and for that pur- 
pose said committee shall have full power to send for and examine and take 
copies of all sucli j>apers, public records, and proceedings, as in tlioir judg- 
ment will bo useful in the promises ; and also, to send for persons and 
(ixamino tliein on oath, or aflirinalion, ns to matters within Ihoir knowledge 
touching the matters of said investigation : and said committee, by their 
chairman, shall Iiave ])ower to administer all necessary oaths or ailirmations 
cojineoted with t[u3ir af(>i*o?ai<l duties. 

Jit Halved^ far Tliat said coniniittoe may hold tlmir investigations 
at such places and times us to them may seem advisable, and that they may 
have leave of absence from the duties of (his ironsc nrdil they shall liavo 
completed .such in v(‘sligalion. 'I’hul they be authoii/Crd to employ one or 
more clei*ks, and one or more assislant scngiaints-at-arms, to aid them in their 
investigation ; and may adminisUn* to them an fiatli or aiHrmutiou faithfully 
to perform the dutic.s jissigned to thmn n^spoclivoly, and to kimp secret all 
inatLei'S, which may conui to their kmnvledge Imieliing such iuvost.igaUou us 
said oommittoe shall diretd, until the report of the same shall bo submitted 
to this House ; and said commilteo may discluirge any such olcrk or 
assistant sorgoant-at-arms for neglooi of duty or disregard of instructions in 
the prouliHcs, and employ others under like regulations. 

lieaoivcdi flirt her y That if any ptuson sliiil) in any iminnor obstructor 
hinder said eouimiUee, or attempt so to do, in lUeir investigation, or shall 
rcjfuso to attend on said committoo, and to give evidoiice when summoned 
for that jmvpose, or Bludl refuse to produce any ] sapors, book, public record, 
or other proceeding in their possession or control, to said connuitleo, wlion so 
required, or shall make any disturbance where sahl committoe are holding 
their sittings, sakl mmimittee may, if they so(3 tit, cause any and ovory such 
]>cvson to be urrestml by said assistant sorgeant-al-unna, and brought l)oforD 
this 1 louse, to be dealt with as for a conleuipt. 

^ylii^i^tdmdyfnHhci^ 'riial for Uie pur|a»se of defraying the cx|>enses of 
said commission, thcri^ be and hereby is appropriated tho sum of ton tliou- 
sand (Sl0,0iK)) dollai'S, to be ])aid out of tlie contingent fund of this ITouso. 

^^lioiolvedy fHrlh(*r<, ^i'liat tin 3 President of tho United S tat os bo and is 
hereby roipiesled to furnish ti) said coinmiltoo, sliould they bo mot with any 
serious opposition by bodies of lawlos.s men In tho dischargo of thoir duties 
aforesaid, such aid from any mibtary force as may, at tho time, ho eon- 
voniont to them, a.s may bo nccossary to remove such ojiposition, and enable 
said committee, without mol osia lion, to prooood with their labors. 

'^Itesohed, further i That when said committiio shall have comploled said 
invosligation, they report all tho evidcnco so collected to this llouso.^' 

On tl\e 25th of March, 1856, tho spoaUor appointed Lewis 
D. Camiiboll, of Ohio, William A. Moward, of Michigan, and 


Morclecai Oliver, of Missouri, as the special committee of the 
House uuclor the above resolution. On the same day Mr. Camp- 
bell requested to be excused from the committee referred to, 
and I was appointed by the speaker in his place, leaving Mr. 
Howard as chairman. 

I accepted the position assigned me with much diffidence. 
I knew- it was a laborious one, that it would take me away 
from my duties in the House, expose me to a great deal of 
fatigue and some danger, yet I felt that the appointment on so 
important a committoo was a high compliment when given to 
a now Member, and at once made preparations for tbo task 
before mo. 

I'he committee organized at the city of Washington, on the 
27th of March, 1866. 

Mrs. Sherman expressed a strong desire to accompany me. 
I tried to frighten her from going, but this made her more 
resolute, and I consented. She remained with or near us dur- 
ing our stay in Kansas and Mi.ssouri, and for a time Avas accom- 
panied by Mr.s. Oliver, a cliarming lady, to whom wo were much 
indobtod for kindness and civility where most of her sex wore 
unfriendly. 

The investigation continued from our arrival at St. Louis, on 
the I2th day of April, 1856, until our arrival at Detroit, oii the 
17th day of June following, and was conducted in all respects 
like a judicial trial. The testimony taken filled an octavo 
volume of 1,188 pages. 

Mr. Howard, during our stay in Kansas, was not in very 
good health, but he never relaxed in his labor until the testi- 
mony closed. Ho was a man of marked ability, a good lawyer, 
conservative in all his ideas and tendencies, and thoroughly 
fair and impartial. At his request I accompanied him, with 
our excellent corps of assistants, to his home in Deti'oit, wliere 
his health so failed that he was confined to his bed for a week. 
This throw upon me the preparation of the report. The reso- 
lutions, under which we wore acting, did not require a report 
from the committee, but only required a report of all tlie 
evidence collected, to the House of Representatives, but wo 
felt that such a report without a summary of the evidence 





aud principal facts proven would not bo satisfactory to tiio 
House. 

The majority and minority reports contained lOt) pages of 
printed matter and entered into full details sus to the condition 
of affairs in that territory, and of every election held therein. 
When the act to QvgaiU7.e the Territory of Kansas wtis passed, 
May 80, 1854, the greater portion of tlio oasteru border of the 
territory was included in Indian rcservation.s not opon for .set- 
tlomonts, and in no portion wore thoro more than a few white 
settlers. The Indian population of tho territory was rapidly 
docrea.sing, while many emigrants from different parts of tho 
country, woro anxiously waiting tho extinction of the Indian 
title, and tho establi.shinent of a territorial govornnionb, to 
seek now homes on tho fertile praino.s which would bo opened 
to sottlomont. It cannot bo dovibtcd that if tho fvco condition 
of Kansas had boon loft uudistiu'bod by Congress, that toviitovy 
would havo hud a rapid, poacofnl, and piuspcrous sottlomont. 
Its climato, its soil, and its easy acco.ss to tiio older settlomonts, 
would havo mado it tho favored course for tlio tide of emigra- 
tion constantly flowing to tho west, and in a brief period it 
would havo boon admitted into tho Union as a free state, with- 
out soctional oxcitomont. If so organized, noiio hut tiio kindest 
feelings ^vo^ld havo existed between its citizons and those of 
tho adjoining SLato of Missouri. 'J'hoir mutual intorosts and in- 
tcrcoui'so, in-stoad of ondangoring the harmony of the Union, 
would havo strongbhonod tho ties of national brothoi'hood. 

'I'ho testimony taken by tho committee clearly showed that 
before tlio proposition to repeal tho Missouri Compromise was 
introduced into Congross, tho pooplo of western Mia.souri woro 
iiulilToront to (lio prohibition of slavery in tho territory, and 
noithor askod nor dcsirod its repeal. 

When, however, tho prohibition was loinovod by the action 
of Congross, tho aspect of affairs entirely changod. The wliolo 
country was agitated by the reopening of a controversy wliich 
conservative inon in different sections beliovod had been set- 
tled in every state and territory by some law boyoud the 
danger of ropoal. Tho. excitement which always accompanied 
tho discussion of tho slavery question was greatly increased by 


the liope, on the one hsuul, of extending slavery into a region 
from which it had been exchuled by lawj and, on tho other, by 
a sense of wrong done by what was regarded as a broach of 
pwblic faith. This cxcitcineut wa.s naturally transferred into 
tho border counties of Missouri and tho territory, as settlors 
favoring free or slave institutions moved int.o thom. 

Within a few days after the organic law passed, and as soon 
as its passage could be known on the border, loading citizens 
of Missouri crossed into the territory, held “squatter meetings,” 
voted at elections, committed crimes of violence, and then re- 
turned to their homes. This unlawful intorforonco was con- 
tinued in every important stage in the history of the territory; 
every elcclion was controlled, not by tho actual settlors, but by 
the citizens of Missouri; and, as a consequence, every ofUcor in 
the territory, from constaljle to legislator, except thoso ap- 
pointed by the President, owed his position to non-rcsident 
voters. None were elected by the settlors, and no political 
power whatever, however important, was exorcised by tho 
people of the territory. 

In October, 1854, the Governor of Kansa.s, A, H. Uoodor, and 
other oiriccrs appointed by the President, arrived in the toiri- 
tory. Settlers from all parts of tlio country canio in groat 
uuiubors, eutoring their claims and building their cabins. Tho 
first election was for delegate to Congress and was held on tho 
29th of November, 1854. The governor divided tlio territory 
into seventeen election districts, appointed judges, and pro- 
scribed proper rules for the election. The report of the com- 
mittee enters into full details as to tliis election and all sub- 
sequent thereto in each district. Tho conduct of the election 
in tlio second district, held at the village of Douglas, nearly 
fifty miles from the Missouri line, is a fair specimen of all tho 
elections in Kansas. The report says: 

“ On llio second day boforo tlio election largo conipauicB of niou oamo 
into tlio district in wagons and on Iiorsobaok, and ctcclnrod tluit tbev wore 
from tho State of Missouri, and were going to Douglufl to vote. On the 
morning of the election they gathoied around tho house wltoro tlio olootion 
was to be hold. Two of the judges appointed by tho governor did not 
appear, and otlior judges were solooted by tho crowd ; nil then voted. In 


orclor to tnako a protonso of right to veto, sonio parsons of tlie company kept 
a pratondod vogtstor of squatter oluiiuS) on which anj'ouo ooulcl enter his 
name, and then assert ho liad a olaiin in the territory. A citizen of the dls- 
triot» wlso was himself a cnndidnto for dolegato to Congress was told by one 
of tlie strangers that lie would bo abused, and probably killed, if ho dial- 
longed a vote* lie was seized by the collar, called a damned Abolitionist, 
and was compelled to seek protection in tho room witli the judges. About 
tlio timo tho polls wore closed those strangers mounted tlioir lioisos and got 
into their wagons and cried out, ‘All aboard for Westport.' A iiumbor were 
recognized as residents of Missouri, and among tlioiu was Suinuol II. Wood- 
son, a loading lawyer of Indopondonco. Of those whoso names avo on tlie 
poll-books, 35 wore resident settlors and 220 wore nori-residonls.*' 

la January and February, 1855, tho governor, A. IT. Reeder, 
caused a cousus to be taken of tho inhabitants and qualified 
voters in Kausas. On the day tho censu.s was completed he 
issued his proclamation for an oloction to be lAold March 80, 
1855, for nieinbors of tho legislative assembly of tho torritorj'. 
Tho proclamation presen bed the bonndai ies of the districts, 
tho places for polls, tho names of judgos, tho apportionment 
of mombors, and tho qualification of voters. Had it been 
observed, a just and fair election would have reflcctod tho 
will of the people of Kansas. Reforo the oloction, howovor, 
false and inflammatory rumors were busily circulated among 
tho people of western Mi.ssoiiri. They grossly oxaggoratod and 
misrepresontod tho number and character of tlio emigration 
then pa.ssing into the territory. By the active exertions of 
many of tlio loading citizens, the passions and prejudices of 
tho people of tliat state wore greatly excited. Several re,si- 
dents of Missouri testified to the character of tho reports cir- 
culated among and credited by tho peoifle. The.so efforts wero 
successful. By an organized movement, which extended from 
Andrew county, in tho north, to Jasper county, in tho south, 
and as far eastward as Boone and Colo counties (Missouri), com- 
panies of moil wero collected in irregular parties and sent 
into every council district in the territory, and into every rep- 
resentative district Init one. Tlie men were so clistributecl as 
to control tlio election in overy district. They went to vote, 
and witli tlie avowed design to mako Kansas a slave state. 

They wore generally armed and oquipiied, carrying with them 
s.-io 


their own provisions and touts, and so inarclied into tho 
territory. 

As tliis election was for a legislaturo, tho validity of which 
was contested, tho coininittee took great pains to proenvo testi- 
]nony as to tho election in each election district. Tho election 
ill tho second district is a fair spocinien. In that district, on 
tliG morning of tho election, tho jiulgcs appointed by the gov- 
ernor appeared and opened the polls. Their names were 
Harrison Hurson, Nathaniel Ramsay and Mr. Ellison. The 
Missourians began lo arrive early in the morning, some 500 or 
600 of them in wagons and carriages and on horseback, and 
under tho lead of Saninel J. -loncs, then postmaster of West- 
port, Missouri, Olaiborno F. Jackson and a Mr. Stecley, of Tnde- 
pondenco, Missouri. They Avero armed with double-barreled 
guns, rifles, boAvio-knives and pistols, and had Hags hoisted. 
They held a sort of informal election off at one side, at first for 
Govoruov of Kansas Territory, and shortly afterwards announced 
Thomas Johnson, of Sliawneo Mission, elected goA'onior. The 
polls had been opened Init a short time when Mr. Jones marched 
with tho croAvd up to tho windoAv and deirianclcd that they ho 
allowed to vote, without swearing us to their residence. After 
some noisy and threatening talk, Claihorne F. Jackson ad- 
dressed the crowd, saying Uiey had come tliove to vote ; that 
they had a right to vote if they had been there but live min- 
utes, and ho was not willing to go homo Avithout voting ; this 
was received Avith cliocrs. Jackson then called upon tlicin 
to form into little hands of lifteon or twenty, which they did, 
and wont to an ox-Avagon filled Avith guns, Avhich Avcrc dis- 
tributed among thorn, and proceeded to load some of them on 
the ground. In ])ur?uance of Jackson’s rccpicst, they tied 
white tape or ribboAis in their button holes, so as to distinguish 
them from tho " Abolitionists.” They again demanded that tlie 
judges resign. Upon their refusing to do so tliey sinaslicd in 
the AvindoAv, sash and all, presented their pistols and guns, and 
at tho same time threatened to shoot. Some ono on tho out, side 
cried out not to shoot, as there wore pro-islavery men in the 
house Avitli tho judges. They then put a pry under tlie corner 
of tho house, Avhich Avas built of logs, lifted it up a few inches, 
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had beon hired to como tlievo and vote, and got a dollar a day, 

“and by (iod tliey would vote or dio there.” 'Plioy said tho 
30th day of March was an important day, as Kansas would bo 
made a slave .state o)i that day. They began to leave in tho 
direction of Missouri in the afternoon, after they had voted, 
leaving some thirty or forty around the house where the elec- 
tion was held, to guard the polls till after tho election was over. 

Tho citizens of the territory were not arnicd, except tho.se who 
took part in tho mob, and a large portion of them did not 
vote. Three hundred and forty-one vote.s were polled there 
that day, of which but some thirty were citizens. A protest j 

against tho election was prepared and sent to the governor. I 

A similarly organized and conducted election was held in I 

each of the other di.stricts of tho territory, varying only in i 

degrees of fraud and violence. Tn tho fifteenth ilistvict it was | 

proven that several hundred Mi.ssonrians ai)ponre(l and voted. 

Several speeches wore made at the polls, and among tho.so who 
spoko was Major Oliver, one of our committco. He urged all | 

persons to use no haTOh words and expressed a hope that noth- [ 

iug would bo said or done to wound the feelings of tho most f 

sensitive on tho other side, giving some reasons, based on tho 
Missouri Compromise, why they should vote, but ho himself i 

did not vote. Tho whole number of votes cast, in that distvicl. 
was 417. The number of legal votei-s was about 80. Of tlie 
names on the poll-hook but ()2 were on the census roll. But a t 

small portion, estimated at one-fourth of the legal voters, voted. f 

The validity of the so called pro-slavery legislature rc.sted \ 

upon this election. It is hardly neccs.sary at this late day i 

to say that such a legislative body could not rightly assume ; 

or lawfully exorcise legislative functions ovei' any law-abiding , 

commuuit.y. 'I’hc.ir enactments were, by every principle of law i 

and right, null and void. The existence of fraud at the elec- i 

tion was admitted by every one, but it was defended on the I 
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lii-st one notified to leave was William Vhillips, a lawyer of 
Leiiveuworth, and upon liia refusal the niob ioicibly seized 
him, took him across the river, carried him vsevorul miles into 
Ulissonri, and then tarred and featbored him, shaving one side 
of his head and committing other gross indigjrities upon his 
pcison. Judge Lecompte, chief justice of the territory, Colonel 
L. N. Burns, of Weston, ifissouri, and othera, took jjart in and 
made speeches at. a bitterly partisan mooting, the tendency 
of wliicli was to j)vodnco violence and disorder. 

After the most careful examination of tho i)on-books and 
the testimony taken, we were convinced beyond all doubt that 
the election of the 30bh of March, 1855, was utteidy void. It 
wa.s the result of an organized invasion from the State of 
Missouri, a lawless scizme of the conduct of the election, and 
the open voting l)y thoiusands of persons w'lio neither resided 
in nor ])retcudcd to be inlialhtants of Kansas. Not coiitcJit 
witli voting tlicy made fatso returns of votes never cast, and 
excluded legal voters l)ccan.se thoy were “Abolitionists.'’ 

A more wanton and shameless overthrow of popular rights 
cannot be found in history. 

Tho so-called legislative assembly, thus elected, mot at 
Pawnee, on the 2nd of July, 1855. It attempted to make laws 
for Kaiusas, and to that end adopted, in substance, tlie laws of 
the State of Missouri in giuss as the laws for tlio territory, 
but, to retain its power, it provided ttiat every ofliccr of the 
temtory, executive and judicial, was to bo appointed by the 
legislature, or by some ofticer appointed by it. 

The legality of this legislature w-as denied by the great 
majority of the people who never acciuiesccd in or t)boyed its 
enactments, thus taking the only course open to them to secvwo 
a lawful government. 

IMiilo the alleged legislative assembly wa.s in session, a 
movement was iiustitutod to form a, state government, and 
apply for admission into the lljiion sis a state. The first step 
taken by tho people of tho territory, in consequenco of tlio 
invasion of March >10, l.So5^ was the circulation, for signaturo, 
ofagrapliic and truthful memorial to Congress. Every alle- 
gation in this memorial wa.s sustained by the testimony. No 
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the executive committee wlio then issued a prochimation recit- 
iug the results of the election of the 15th of December, and at 
the same time provided for an election, to be held on the lf)th 
day of January, 1856, for state officers and members of the 
general assembly of the State of Kansas. The election was 
accordingly held in several election precincts, the returns of 
which were sent to the executive committee who announced 
the result by a prochimation. 

Thus, when we arrived in Kan.sas, two rival governments 
were in existence, one the result of fraud and force, the other 
confessedly incomplete, being without executive power or 
recognition. Congress alone could settle the controversy by 
recognizing one or the other. Its action and its failure to act 
will bo stated further on. 

A brief narrative of incidents while the committee was in 
Kansas may bo of interest. 

We arrived by steamer at a place called Westport Landing, 
near the mouth of the Kansas River. As I remember the place 
it was a mere hamlet, coinpo.sc(l of three dwellings, a store, a 
tavern and a blacksmith shop. We iuis.sod over the high 
rolling prairie, where but a few and scattered cabins then 
existed, bnt which now is the site of Kansas City, a beautiful 
city of 90,000 inhabitants. About six miles from tlio landing 
wo entered Westport, tho Iioadquartei-s of tho Santa r6 trado. 
This impmiaut trado in 1854 was conducted with “prairie 
schooners,” wagons of great dimensions rudely but strongly 
built, each hauled hy four or six mules or Indian ponies, and 
all driven by as rough a set of men of mixed color, tribe and 
nativity as could be found anywhere in tho world. Their 
usual dress was a broad brimmed felt hat, a flauuel shirt, 
home-spun trousers, without suspenders, and heavy C{)whide 
boots outside of their trousers, with a knife or pistols, or botli, 
in their belta or boots. They were properly classed as border 
ruffiaus, and as a rule were whisky soaked. 

Tho contrast of this region between then and now is a 
marked evidence of the wonderful change that has been made 
within a single gcueratiou. 1 have several times visited Kan- 
sas City and its environs since 1856. I have noted the change 
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at each visit! The rolling prairie 1ms been chcekerotl with 
streets and avenues, and tlie squares and suburbs are clotted 
all over with residences, stores and w'orksbops. The lauding, 
once a single pioi‘, now extends miles along the Missouri Itivor. 
The border ruffians have disappeared with the Indians and 
“greasers,” and have been replaced by an active, intelligent 
and prosperous conununity. 

Mrs. Sherman and myself started in advance for Lawrence 
in an open buggy drawn by one hor.se, and wore told to follow 
the trail, and this we had no dilliculty in doing. We pas.sod 
through one or more Indian. reservmtioJi.s, over as beautiful a 
country as the sun shines upon, hut witliout house or habita- 
tion, except Indian liuts. We ari-ived at Lawrence, a town 
loss than two years old, and were cordially received, Tlio 
people there were fearing a raid by the “border niflians,” but 
this wa.s fortunately postponed until our departuro for Leavon- 
worth. 

The committee proceeded immediately to take te.stiniony. 
Governor Reeder acted in behalf of the Free State .side, and 
General Whitfield in behalf of the pro-slavery side, this being 
the conceded lino of demarcation bctvvocii tho opposing fac- 
tions. 'I’lio town was in embryo, nothing finished, and my 
wife and 1 were glad to have a cot in a room in tho unfiaisluMl 
and unoccupied “ Free State Hotel,” soon after burned to the 
ground by Jones, the mansbal of Kan.sas,or his deputic.s. '.I’licrn 
wa.s no dilliculty in oblainiiig wi(nc.s.sc.s or to.stiitioiiy, but, a.s a 
rule, tho witnesses on oiio side would only testify in Lawi'oucc, 
and those on tho other in Lccompton or Leaven\vortli. 'I'boy 
were like .soldiers in lio.stile armies, (mrofiil to keep onksido of 
the enemy’s cmnip. 

Dr. Robinson, afterwards Governor Robinson, was then by 
far the ablest and bravest leader of tho Free Slate (iauso. His 
history of the Kaiusas conflict is the most intcrosting 3'ol/ ])u1)- 
lislied. When the committee visited I.eeompton to tn.lco testi- 
mony, it was a surpri.se to us that bo not only oitorod, but 
iusistccl upon going to that place, the bead(iita) l.or,s and capital 
of tho pro-slavery ])arl-v. It was Dion .scaj-cely a liamlefc, and 
its existence depended entirely upon tho success of tliat party. 
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Jjeavcinvorlli; that he luul offered to figlit theiii, but they wore 
cowards; that he was bom in Kichhiud comity, Ohio, near 
MansKeld, and lie wanted me to help him got his traps. 1 
know his family as famous fightei'S. I asked him if ho would 
swear to his story. Ho said ho would, and Mr. Lord road it to 
him, oaths and all, from his stonographic notes. Ife stared at 
fjOrd and demanded “Whore in hell did yon get that?” Ho 
was Inindod the stcmographic notes and, after looking at them, 
ho exclaimed: “Snakes, by (lod; but it is all true!” Wbolhor 
he got bis ontlit and traps I never know. 

'I'lio evidence at hcavoinvorth being closed, the coimnittco 
returned t o Wcstjnn t, Miasouri. While we were there wo saw 
an armed and organized body of residents of Missouri march 
across the line into Kansas to retaliate, as we wore told, the 
nuirdor of five pro-.slavcry men at Osawalamio. While tlicy 
wore marching into Wc.slport from the east, Governor Shan- 
non, in obcclieuco to the snmmons of the committee, came into 
Wcsi.port front Iho territory, and in his presence they filed off 
in regular array inlo tiie territory, ft was dillicult to ascer- 
tain tlio precise causes of these inurdoi’S, but it was shoivn l.hat 
they were in retaliation for those of certain Hroo Slate men, 
one of whom was the sou of Jolm Brown, later the famous 
loader of the attack on the fort at Harper’s Ferry, and who had 
acted for the committee in smnmoning witnesses to Tiawvonco. 
The toatimouy in respect to these murders was vague, and the 
murderers were not identified. Two yoaiis afterwards I mol 
John Brown in Chicago, and asked him about the murder of 
the pro-slavory men at O.sawatamio; ho replied with spirit that 
they were not murdered, hut that they luul liecn arrested, I rical 
by a jury, convicted and executed. The arrest, trial and exe- 
cution must have been done during one night. Ho diil not dis- 
closo the names of the oxeentioneus, but his cool sta lenient 
was a striking })ictnro of the scones then enacted in Kan.sas liy 
both sides; both appealed to the law of force and crime, and 
ci'ime was jirstifled by crime. 

'J’ho evidence taken at Westport closed the investiga- 
tion and Mr. Howard and I rcLui-ncd to Detroit, as already 
stated. 
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The report was ai^proved by Mr. Ho^vard, and i^reseiited ))y 
liim to the House ol Representatives, July 1, 185(5, as a qucs- 
tiou of privilege. The reception of it gave rise to much de- 
bate, but in the end I wiis permitted on the same day to read 
it. The minority report of Mr. Oliver was presented July 11 of 
tliat year. No action was taken on the reports, but tliey were 
widely puljli.shed. 

On J uly 31, 1856, 1 made a speech on the Kansas contested 
election between CIciieval Whitfield and Governor Reeder, dur- 
ing which I was di-awn into a discussion with Alexander H. 
Htephen.s, of Georgia, and Mr. Oliver, of Missouri, in which the 
general eptestions involved in the Kansas controversy were 
fully debated, I closed with this language: 

“ 'rho worst ovil tlmt could bofidl our country is civil wnr, but tlio out- 
rnges in Kunsns ciiunot bo contiuuod luudi longer williout procluoiiig it. To 
our soulboru brolhrou I esfiociiilly appeal. In llio luinio of soiithorn rights, 
crliuos Imvo bijon ooiuinittctl, and aro boiiig conuuitlrd, wliicli T know j-ou 
otiiinut and do not approve. These Imvo oxoited a feeling in the nortliorii 
states that is dooponing and strengthening daily. It may produce acts of 
rotuliation. You aro in a minority oiid, from the nature of your institutions, 
your relative jmwor is yearly deenmsiug. In exousing this invasion from 
Missouri — in attempting to hold on to an advantage obtiiiiu'cl by force and 
fniiid — yon aro sotting an oxamplo whic^li, in its ultimuto eonsinpionpo.s. iimv 
traiuplo your rights under foot. Until these wrong.s are rightetl, you must 
expect norlhorn num to unite to redress them, ft may iu»t bo this year, 
but, ns sure as llioro is a God in heaven, such a union will lie olTi'cted ; and 
you will gain nothing by siisfiiiiiing nortlierii agitators in violating the com- 
promise of your falhor.H.” 

On Jul}^ 28, 1850, T offered, as an ainondnient. to ilio army 
appropriation bill, iJio following proviso: 

Tlmt wo ]mrt of ii inililury foroo of tlio United 
States lioroin provided for, shall ho omplovod in aid of the onforcenunil of 
tlio onactiueiits of tho alleged legislative assonihly of the n'orritory of Kansas, 
iTooutly assembled at Slmwiioo ^fission, until Congress shall have oimetod 
either that it was or was not u valid legislative assoinbly, eliosen in eon- 
forinity with tho organic law, by tho i)oo]»le of said territory. And /VoUiVfc/, 
That until Congress shall have passed on tho validity of tho said logislutivo 
assembly of Kansas, it shall bo tlio duty of the President lo use the military 
forco in said torritory to preson-o tlio pence, suppress insun’cction, repel 






iiivfision, and protect jievsons aiid proporfy tlion'in, iiikI upon tlio iialiuiml 
!iigl»wftys in the State of Missouri, from unlawful soiviuves and scnrclies. And 
be it J'rn'lkcr provided, That the President is rerjutrod to disitnn the ])rese!it 
organized militia of the Territory of Kansas and recall all llio United Stales 
arms therein distributed, and to ju'event armed men from going into said 
territory to disturb the public peaeo, or aid in tlio enfoiconionl or losistimco 
of real or pretended laws.” 

After long debate, this was agfccci to by a vote of 80 yeas to 
47 na^'s. Tbe delilterate ])nrpose of a majority of i ho Houso 
wa-s to prevGUt any further support of tho Locoinptoii terri- 
torial legislature. This amendmout, however, was disagreed 
to by the Senate and referred to a coininittce of conference. 
On the LStb of Augtwt, the last day of the session, tlic di.sagroo- 
ineut continued iiud the conforeuec reptui was taken up for 
action. A niotioti Avaa made that tlie Houso insist upon its 
amenclnienta atid agree to another committee of conferonco. 
This was defeated, but no definite action was taken, as a ma- 
jority of the House was opposed to a further conference, and 
so tho army bill failed. 

On tho same day the rresidci\t, by proclamation, convened 
tho two TTou.se.s in e.vtra so.«.siou to moot on the 21st day of 
August, throe diij’s later. Tho President, in Itis message, urged 
Congress to recede from the Kansas proviso to the army bill. 
Tbe llopnblicans of the House were determined to insist upon 
that proviso, and, by repeated votes, refused to withdraw it or 
to reconsider it, but, after a sessioiA of nine days, tho Houso 
finally yielded, but only after tbe Sonato liad agreed to an 
amendinonl, Avliich contained tho substance of tlio proviso 
offered by me, a.s follows; 

•‘J^rovided, Tliot no pmt of tho inilitftry forco of tho United Stntos, for 
tho support of wliich (ippropridtioiis uro imulo by (bis not, sliiill bo employed 
in ukl of the cuforewucut of any puactment herotoforo pas-sod by tlio bocik'.s 
claiming to l>o tlio torntorlal legislature of Kansas.** 

Tltis amendmout was agreed to and thus, in the final strug- 
gle, wdiile no effective measures to relict'e tbe people of Kan.sus 
from the tyranny imposed upon thoni were adopted, the deebv- 
ratioii was made that the military force of the United .Slates 
should not be used to aid in the onforceiuent of any eiiiictnient 
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theretofore passed 1 ) 3 ' bodies claiming to bo the territorial 
legislatni‘0 of Kansas. 

Thus it appears that during this long and wearisonio session 
(for in fact the two were but ono), I was almost oxclnsivol}' 
occupied in a futile effort to restore the prohibition of slavor}' 
in Kansas, according to the Missouri Coinproniiso, but the 
struggle made was fruitful in good. It strengthened the Free 
State sentiment in Kansas, it aroused public sentiment in the 
north, and drove the south to adopt now and strange theories 
which led to divisions in the Democratic piivt 3 ' and its disi-up- 
tion and overthrow in IHhO. The com))roniiso made wjis un- 
derstood to be the work of Mr. Seward, and, though not satis- 
factory to the Kcpiiblicans of the Ifou.so, it was at least a 
drawn battle, and, like bunker JTill to Yorktown, Avas the pre- 
lude to tlie llovoltifcion tliat ended at Ai)pomattox. 

Among the many Avho attained distinction in the 34th Con- 
gress I can only refer to a few, the chief of whom was Nathan- 
iel V. banks, who, after a long struggle, AA'as elected speaker, lie 
was born in Waltham, Mas.sachusott.s, January 30, 1816. Ho had 
risen into prominence without an}' aid or advantage of early 
education or training. ITo was the sou of an overseer in a 
cotton factory in Waltham, where ho was for a time employed, 
lie improved his leisure hours by the study of history, political 
economy and the science of government. Ilo learned tho trade 
of a mucbini.st. He early accpiirod the habit of speaking well 
on vai’ious sul)jccls, ii.iul was elected as a Democratic monbor 
of tho legislature from bis native town. In ISuG ho rvas 
elected to Congrc.ss, running upon tho ticket with (loneral 
Fierce, tho Democratic (’.andidato for President. Ho took a 
decided stand against tho repeal of the Missouri Compromise. 
Ho was a man of striking presence, with a fine voice and en- 
gaging manners, lie filled the dilficnlt position of speaker 
with great ci'odit, and is still remembered by his associates as 
perhaps tlie best fitted for the special duties of speaker of the 
House of any Member since the time of Henry Clay. He was 
afterward elected Governor of ^Massaclinsctts and continued in 
that ])Osition for .several 3 'ears. When the war broke out he 
was appointed major-general of volunteers, but his service in 
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lines, wo were often thrown togcthci'. Wc and onv families in 
Washington messed together in a household for several years, 
and onr intercourse was always friendly and intimate. When 
ho became Vice President he remarked to me that I was fii-st 
to enter the Senate, but bo wa,s first to become Vice President. 
After bis service as Vice President, he 1‘otired from public life 
and delivered lectures upon many topics. 

Many other Membei'S of that Congress, equally worthy of 
note, have passed away from the scenes of life, and some few 
survive, f would gladly recall their memory if my space would 
allow. 
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si’Mi hill MKiiiiiial ii»n nf Jaiiir' lliirliaimii a '■ lln* I Iniiintlal It* 
riiiulntaliv I In* I !i-| mltluMn pails* Jill rtniipn ril nf niiriMlaiii 
iMninniit iiin*lk( nfih fui ii t ainlnlal r I lull ss u ^ usaihiMn Sr 
ssanl ni t Ini »♦ \S4« lln* luilinal lumlnlalr. M1n\\ ssnn* fully 
ii|i*ilf vsilli (In* piun*iplr> uinl pili pn ‘rtt iM ihrii |iail>. 

'riit*^ \stMn iinni t4 iiiaikril itlnlil ^ , nt i nn^t ill llinir it'iprrtivn 
^laln ^iMrh nlnrlmt pus ni uni' nf lil ^ rJiil n it inl Mil n nf jIm fuip 
|iuiK lull rhii'^i* s\u^ nppii *ni| Mil in'iMMinl nf )n^ ttthunrnM tipjii** 
nil llii'^tusnis ipn*n{|iiii, ntnl Sr*ssiuil s\ a.^ itrl i s n)y 
It\ llm Mrt tnllril Antiuiruii party, fnr lii^i nprn hu’^lilily In il^ 
|niniM|»Jri iiinl pnlms. All Ihr.M MuiplM fur u iinss man, uml 
|iiililir npininii punhtulU, Inti ^Itnitpls. IiiiimmI 1(1.1111111 i\ |**rn 
linnil lli^ Innl im rspritrin*!' in piiMir Itfi*, Init hr alttarliMl 
^ilirnlhMi \n Ilk > t»ii|i| r \ plmaB nni > tii i In** ut-J uini, i’*^pr«rniils , 

liv 111 > niai (*litiip I n I 'aldiii fita* ami nrnipat mri nf (lii«Mr\inui 
(riiitnis A li<iikp rlftiil ss a.: iiiaMi* III rrni i( 1 lin iinmtiiut inti 
nf illiJn'r’* MiJa'aii «»f fitn I mt nl Si af r > Snpl nitm ('unit l|i' 
liml Ihmui Insip m iniMir !ifi% tia*l limni n ral»im*t fitlirk*i‘ in Issn 
;tilniiin^l 1 at lia<l Nrrnt app(»iiifr(l tn llit< MtpiriiiM Ns 

rlark^niiu InnI Imlit I lii-n pn^lf inn fnr I ss lUil s ^av \i*at ». ami ssu*^ 
\l IlkUlt Ilf ^|utl|r^» inirpilts llrt linniilhl! Mill SV a * ^hlliip]s 
lupr'l !'> Mnii^rrs at 1 V r |{rpnlMnMii'f in nil tin* miillmin 
awl liS Mm (ii*lnpatr^ flnm U ania r prriuils |i\ *riiitil 

tliMis Mr^ i-ii vs hn arrjU*il Hull fim imiiiiiial imt nf l^iMnnnf 
VVniiM linf nliU In* r Mm Sf ul** nf I 'r IHI ? V I s a luti, I n I tm Ifrpnlili 
L%ikr^ tnif flial tin* paiBv ssniitrl lir «lit^f(Ml4*i| al (In* pir^itlnif la I 
iMr*rliinn lint tin* rtiijraii nf iiptiiMnt III Min ssm/^K. in Nnss 


1 


KaiiNUN, nnd lln» nraut Nirkin^ n( Iv.nu«'*ai r \ 
lioutif iiiMilif'rn "‘UU ukUm h J H** 

\vt'rt» Vcsl Ullilrr I IllM iMlrllfi* i4 fht'U mj iai** 

ll WHN Hum nu iltml*! ri’riij-ni/r<l 

HtuiHu'ni Di'iiMicnilM, Unit |irr\pnh^»l Ui»* i nifUi i 

J^i(‘r<'u nr MnitKlJiM. Ihirluniim *«‘?i • ii 

luan of j^roiil i'\|H»riiMH*p, wlm, iaU * »s<i 

(luriiif^ Hip luilir*' |»pnnil nf tlu' K»m)i b* vm"! 

|)p|ii'Vnl,iUHl ilM U’v^ iUliMiir»l. pti* *|U!i» ? g--h» t« 

Hml wniitrl wrwM uml luoxniK ftnilnr Mfi6i!i.A^*‘» vui-j umssM 
sprnrp fair plortinn^ iu HiuV U*- n% 

rpnhMyhiiiiiii, IiimI ^plw*ll fur nitiiu iir4ii > h a^ ii «'n iff 

( '<i 1 i|^rp.'*H, liaci PiPtlifahly ippir- Hi*'* I in?* 4 >U\^» -■ lh'> ak^dsd 
islpr lv> uuil tivpui lhit4i\it, \u%A K**u i u 

IUmI llu'liputl uf IhiMNiliiupl of I’rru4i'ii)* ll«’ uHmm 

inUHIHly allp[iciriptl liy f ItP ilplr^atpui finiJD 1% 9 dIi''< 9 Ili;ki n4 

VI tluuhlful Klal<*, uvul, udor luviuy iwA iht'' 48 ?* »4 

Pipvris WMH liuiniivulial vvilll Hvp tirquir^lM IH r ».f I la ? 

nu)i(ina(inu ^h^ally hlnuij^llipiiptl ilvp hrina» sw?!n j .au h 
lu'M ill Hull purly Hu* pmlpiimu INuihm ^ 4^44 o Lu^-r» pi.» 
IKiliiuii of IliuMr* wIumh IsrH vmIihI fm nhii Xr l-n^ l.i 
(»f I'nuKrpMH, M'lip u|i|iniitliii«utl nf c i4am4 lo initi. i4 1% sai -U 
viuiiii UM ( InvpriMtr uf lvuu^u^^. in I lir pLi* *" i4 i na «’i BE»*if >»!aanin*aD, 
iuhI Iuh linn iiihI ini|iHrli}tl Hiliniiii^Unainiti. uatip 4 iIp'* 

I )PUioi*rul IP ]uirly, it whh ri*^utt!(''4 pU isi p* *4 » 

plilipy in Ivummum, IIUuIp lll lilP nf Mr Hn« l^^isu^n 

'rilP AniPrinui |mHy hipI nt iImmiI) i«f I1ikI:pI« Sj 4 aa 
uflpv Huv oUaMiun uf llunkH uk j^ppuki^r, hipI jpiinsn^^U'*! .S58llJ»4ff4 
l*llitnnrp for Hri'^iilpiil uiiil HhiipI^mii f*»r \p i^ Pr** pIt'ssI J Jip^ 
iuuV(U)nuii> ilul iinl at HphI pxi’iIp mtirli an«*nlaMii^ io hiti’’ 
known Ihal in (ho nuHh il wxniM Amw pppiaJh frana \hr Uu* 




JU|1\ SIIKUMAX. 
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KH'iil jHirlips* iiiul iii lilt' htiiilh ftiiihl mily iinfiM*! iiijniiniisly Ihn 
I al it- |>urly. (Is plitl furiii tif priiii'ipItvH 

l»y itniU llu« Ut^pnlilM'UM himI 1 iMiitiumil it* tsnivonf 

Mr. (‘Mhntiro Itnik slriin}.t ulnit litt rulliM] a 

M>rlitnut.l tirkt'l- pn«^4t«iil in^ litilU niiulitliUt^s fmiii Ihn fnMt 
witli (lin uvtiwtMl piu’piJMi* iif tuio purl ttf llin ruii}|| 
ruling: ti\rrllit' whtilp I'hiltsI Slutt»H* 

Tilt' luniiititil jnii oT KkmiimiiI, litiwt^vor, ly s( ri'n^'l l|l•lHs( 
lhr» iMi>\ iMumil in fa\nr itf I'ilhutut*. I'lnni' wiis it Iin>'r rli*- 
fiHMif i>f llii' ii|<l \\ liip pnitv in Uin iimlh, uliii'li, tlitni^^h 
fninnllv In I ir piilil iiMii piiiiinpIrM iimt (n Mijtpnrl 

SrUiUil nr Mrt.iMlt, \nl ^Nnukl linl Vninfnr I *i iMitntil , U hn lunl 
liutin Ilf (lilt t| iiul if lllut rnijiiitiiiitinil llitMT lf*(prrf. Siirli 
tiHMt II I ^^ il1l)utlp uinl llillniiii, mu <piinititt'i 

Ip;uUm'^ uiul iMiuiumt uiiiuiituri*i( llnni' puipn In 

Villa fur rilliunra Mi*. ( ‘tmulis Ilia iniiiitaiiK IuumtiuuI r.fiifr* 
lUiiii uf Mu I ai*hnni<f Ih, tlarluiml \u^ ptil jui .a In ^nfa fur Mu 
rluutun, upun I ha pliut^iltla |.(rnuntl Ihui, ns tha flmim wnn 
iM^hvnt'U IfiiiOiunuu itml I’nMiioiil, ha was tnutipallrMh hy a 
uf duly* In vtifa fur iliudiriiuiii, 

Al Ihit lima IrMutiuK ihnuntnnts in Mat huuIIi iltMdurad 

tlnil if Krniiiiiul wns uliM*latl tlu< I'liinti mulil iinl utnl tnir'ld 
nul (n Im« pirmiMsI 'Pin* Wlit^^^nf fhaMMilhj w if h M'lura nri 

t»\i'aphfiu, WIMI" t‘Mtnliu{f I'll til Hill Mippiill nf |"illlilniii uinl 
hulinl 'ntl. uml jnUiUil m uu nitlri V nf itniufiM In Ilia I uinii. 

\h |||i« raillU ' pln^Mr I’ll llia» (rrlnij' IlirlrU I'd, alnl hi-fnji* 
^ rlfiM' |l |iiM kUiUMtppiiirul flulf nf (lit^nhlar uinl ninja 

pupulniit HapuMiruit ^tut<^4 unulil lin In^ ]t\ flia Up|iiihlinui 
pjirl)'. ! 5dmri*»( in thin nf itn>fiia4( nf l‘inuinut, luif 

^a\ii litiit tny stippm I 

I was iinjiiinulril vvifluuit ntiS nppndtinti fnr n* alt'iimn 
In I h\ u riin\alilMin ludd uf ^»hnll^^ nii (.lilt ilu\ nf 
\ur;il'*l« IhTiII, uimI uim alntfiil lli llrlnliin h^ u lliajniitv nf 

J.Mll . 

( |iJt>k ail urfi\r pull in lltu i*utuir'‘\ ufhM Ilia uiljnui uuiiUil 
uf I *niir*la‘ nmillh in ’•nlifliiMII tdiin, whali' ll Will U)»p.na|l! 
fliitf ftin nniniliut inii nf Muthuiiun uu>^ pnpiilui'. in Manual 
Siuuu, a ’jaM'uvlly \\\ Mlnludalphiu. fha rv\ \s%\^ (nr "Murk, lllark 


imd fiviv Kiiusuf*." .ltdiii li. K.tim'v. i h.iiu.s im •-i' 

nmuniltn'. ih.i! tf Hu. ». o. . 

Hk'IO Wdllhl ltd 11" itth'lffirlio' wul. fJi.’ -5 '’<• 

(if Kiuihiih I" ittiiko lliuf u Hi-.' IK. ». 

llm nmVHKs wus llml Hiirlmniui ram.-.l »K.> ».«?. ..•« l\ 
viiliiii, Nt'W Imliiiiin, llln"" ' ‘"'d • 

NnVOtttltf'r I'ldi li"M liii.l UiiN cK'Hi’.l. 
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nu('lninuii \\its lu'i’PHHUiy lu im*’ .‘J-u •-!! 

Hull un SUrrrH^'ful l<» Hip si *4 . . I -hNJ 

\n\ nuuli' pxcM'pl l*y li l-P» J/i-t if-- 

Mr, Hucllliniin lUU'tiunlprr*! ihiVinlUip ? mIip U n** KmiI'?. uu y. c 

I'dUUl OVI'VnUUl*. \Vluifi*VPl* III*I\ Im * 51 S.s 4» v. lu t 

ri)m|inllt'il, l»y llu' prt*Uiilin|.t in l.i- pa"-, ts 

liK'iiNUlH's Unit. nuniiMi rnnllu'^ iM^U^rpn w:-! 

iihh», Thn ('Inrlinn nf l*ip|M<»iii! i^msM i },(!■!< 

Iiiind (his rnjillirl iM'furifs llip iiMiSli viii t ^‘1 b** II: * -a.4‘u p 


iluriu^ I ho rurly puiiml nf tlip uiu* psit^* = Hti ^s‘' fi* s.-. I ¥ st.i- 
ImtiU niHM(tnil lu hiirlmn pint*i^*p»»»'^ <‘p)« j 

|innuUHMll. of llin iiro|ni'" riiullit s itig&Mi .‘ippa* vJ 

in all I liul onr rnuni ry !«'• nil fo-p pt nil N 

TIliH WilM I ho li'h^snn hinj^hl l*\ Hi»< iMlamisoi *4 

null l/iuroln wn^ IllU'U la i*nm i* uiia 

Pion*u WiiH hlill Itii! idii«*r l«i^ BP^n.s 

luiliou lin rluiiif^cMl liin jMiUry iiiutminlh I jip«ar mi I 

Lo dovolop iu WiMl H tpudt n* aru H V, ^ Jf .►)! flp 

Kr(»o Slalo I»arly, »lutlf(i* U'runiptp .aa 

oHlco UlO dnlic^n nl wliirSi lioun^ i«-.ndh ugiHu’f k- p<t ?;.j, \ 

ilirgli nuuiluu* of IMIli^niHtn flitin Unuiy mI siH<.irU4« RO. V 

worn i»roi»ariiiK to niii\ii in ilw s^jnisi^f u* Knjji-.P' lM--. an4^s 
Uon.vy o( lluit U*rriUiryi svliohud inlf-gg n 4 ni if 
of fMpial and nxiod. jiHliro In nil lOPO^^^n - i*':p 's*' 

fcolli llin jini xliivc-ry fm'li.in. Hi - liK* *Isi. .«'. r.. -1 ;ii.,-ll 

Hl r"tlf( (IftllUlltllH \Vt*|-t» JHH«l(* fur lli ! I **B8P *li ..al IS«' Iw « ..« Ifii » : 

lldil ( Itlll. Iio wotllcl ii(il l»t« Mi.«.liii Ill'll l.y Him u«l89i«infi8‘*^ flnf p-Sa, i^apJ 

mi Uin ‘l(h nf Miividi, Inri?, r»*'*i>‘i,ril lu'> j«rt,ij.,H 

lliilii(*ilial<.|y il|ii)ii III" iui.si<iiiKliii^ «i( I “■ aO I ♦ It- fl'c ff , 

1H5()| tind lit'foro I In* il^t 1 ]{| | haol ijuiOn* 


iinliryiii^ lulu Uiul tlu» lltui-i* nf i\4‘s wus jin** 

piUi'il I u pniiM* ( liiMliit ii* 1 uf lilt* » inn, a iMMilr**! 
up n\ nr llin ipiiv«tinn nf uiliuihi^l iU iuji' tin* nath nf nflirn In Mr. 
Wlullii'ltl us a fmm lUn 'rnrrilnrs nf KuuMtN, mul a 

rnsulifil u tiirli t'nnliuiUMi nnlil llu^lMiinf I )tM*ptiilinr, 
uIkui llin nath itf nltirt* was inliiiiiii^IrriMl In liiin and hn lunk 
sral . 

PrnddiMil l*it»rcM* MUil In llin llniniwif HnprnMMil ill i\ un, Up’* 
rninliiM* ;!. in i la iiir apn llt< riinnnnunr*d il will) a 

iMVr'inl nl Utp \\M\ u »p)»' -Wnn and Uti » Itsl )nu dri)ul)' 

wtiirli ririii )n)ii'd iluiiiip llir mliin r tnii (h) tlin Hlli tif 

I )iM*r jijlii'i I mnlKMhMiK In an v.m a - iiiiii ti lU llu' nit* ilm 

lid.ili'd In litn LiMn N iiut' linn III* liad, iii 1 In* nir iij'r, d(^ 
fniidnd I li'l^rsil nl I lit* ir 1 1 ir( inn III' rnnlaiUt il in llin 

\l I > Mill ) ^ 'niiipi mill u 1*1 1 tin* Miilf itn mnipininrn wumni 
i*iiii it i1 n) imtal and aimilKr^ Imt 1 j jmwrd lluti il liini Ihsmi 
ii*naM)i/i'd It > ni (nil tm i*n lt\ n\ i*u adiinni I lal mn ' inrt* a ml in 
tdudtlir! that nf Mnnint*, ihut tl ili«t iinl rxlnnd In flm huiihuy 
ari|nupil fmin Mn\itMt, and llial it Wits rnn >idnfd wttli lln* rnni' 
piMnn^t^ aids nf iHijii. ||it H.ismird flail tim jtuijin*^^ was nn| 
niiU l»» i*\rlnitn slavery fmni Kamais, tail akn finm plarnn 
winun )l iJmii midi'd, 1 ’dmurd llii-i In la^ uan riuali* liv lln* 
iliMinil nf Mudi a pnipn n in twnn platfniin nf (In* 
Ifi^pnldiiMii pait\. I tliiui dtsdaif'd tliaf "If 1 had nn \nn‘i\ I 

wiiilld nnf lia\ M Mlu* ' Un*ln pntiliiMl \ Imli! tmii I ill flu* nntlli 
riji laf4*' I ant *'pp*^ ‘d In aii^ ml i«*i lt\ I Iim nn)t|ii*in 

prnplMUdh lairM 111 llir lain lal«' , I a<d Willi tlin Kiuudi 
Inaii [Mill, uilti Imiitlnd nf flnai and: nf nihri'. finiplv 
iuM au’^n lln* l!r|inldit all paili n —i h* llm nvlmi nai, lail iIimm 
nnl stM'k llm aiHiill tnii, n( " lairi l ." 

Mvsprtndi, a m n|*Mi list, r \pn' ’S* \ a 1 I I'tdini r. I Im liinil and 
niliuil nf I In* aiiUH nf fliti Krpnldn iUi paili al lliat fmtt* Tim 
null I (rid itllnif fnin itnd liMiipr i i<l nil irnmik* 

urn* nnl ’Undi u ^ stinidd l*t* adiltr i d In I tm Pn* idiad nf Ihn 
I Mllril Sfalr i \%% a Mr|nl«a *d ' 

\\ liaf 1 ’.i\ nf nil «df tall I'r I f mI hi nil i atd nf liiaifl nflirr 
\ii*nil>«'i « d in* fridini' apaiit I llii* Tir id»-nl iia ^ initial Innl 
l>i I In* fiini ^liiitd laki'ii 1*1 itini in 'aip|»nif nf ii pidtiV iiinrh 


wo n*^iir<locl iis utipulriof io, luol in fin* hirlu* \ uli ^Mn* 

in llio )iul»lir jirart* uiol tho nuiinnul I inun in In la \ im* . 
Hugo lltMlr'forulril nr oNOIPm'iI I ho law Ir ^ rlhil I • n*a«|o ln\ \t’ i 
(IohIn nf Mi^snuri In O'^fahti ^li .Ja\rr\ in Kanst > tlt^ iu»mIi« in» 
I'fTnrl In jiiiWonl llir* jinaNinii nf Kau ii^* nr ihr rniitr » i mu 
)uil lf*il agniir+l ilsrili^on* llo a|ipnirnr<l lu.tm t'*ni-i 5 iia^ fnr 
I his Ion ilnr\ . iiMil > iri'»l 4 tiM’o w linr i low i«tn*hl {n pm 

iot‘l llio ligllK iif il ^ ponjilo, ho oHhoi iomn\ir‘»l tlirni ni iloinoil 
lliojii liisMippm l. Tliiswa * I hi* oa>o w il li iSi^i tloi ami >hanniiii 
l'l\on Ihnornnr Ur'un.whmn ho piiii^isl ni hi^ ^111,) 

w hntn Mm ltaMuii hinl liiiiiloil ilui ing I In* l ainax^. \\a^ ahiMi> 
clurnsl hy lull h. ami i'nmpolloil In ro^^lgji hormo^o In^ ^>niiglil In 
prnlorl all oil i/ons alikiv 

IhosifSonl i'ii»rro wits pin|iorl\, iioomilnij' In u ago, a 1 amh 
ilali' fnr 10 oliM'f inn w hon iho omuoiilinii mol in iin^iniiali* In > 
hnl lio wu* itofoalnl h\ iinrhaiiaii Mi lUnigla** 
(ho oliiof iiohnnimil in Iho ago nf iht^ Nohia ha Inip no 1 a 
liKo fafo. niirliunalt Ujr> :.i\oi| null In tin* pupiihn nt 

'Mtuohanan, lirooKoiii idgi* ami Kan a 'ami 1 In* 1 Mugoh'ul 

holiof, fntimloil npMii hr ilorlaiithnn^ ihal In rh il|iH« wunhl 
HOimro rrooilniii In Isiin mIn 

pnlitioal ovoiloinoiil moa lug ilui mo llo' v* )u<h' nj |*io i 
(lout Piorooa l(»nn oiifoioil mhi h?o m \\ a hnug^om 

Tho ProHidonl wiu*i iml iunngltl min muiai r uinh ih«> wlun 
(lirTonuI with him in npniinn. ilm fauiih aMlo iu ui • n I B I' un 
(hiuiii, rail«4* nl Oiif. Tin* Im* U.! Jhi- Ui.iJ 

(ifU'ii oxialH l)c>hv(>(>ii piililiral ailvt’iNinrt m j.ul.itf hit*’ n. ii* 
tiol. ]uia.silil« (Itiriii(j( llii« ImtiimI. SMCiiil Iiim ili.iun mt 

aactioiial lincM. am) in Him Mtuili )•aItv Iium. Ik . hIm 

Vmi'M. I'lniMi'K, m> ilimla, Imi) in iiii)ii t oiIm! ..i jhii 

I'lCHidi'iil, ami, in luni, iiuinikI liim i.. In 

tidvMimrii'H im firnmii’N In Himh l■l.llltll i and >li i.hIh-i ..k il,r 
]>u))li('> |i('a(’M, I MMirrMly rMiiti'iiilM't Iniin f|n" 

I'lmKit'KH, am) wm* Nlrf»ii)iJ!ly inMjinln m.| a^Min > Imtii \ hm.im 
curoful a! inly nf Dm ninti\MH amt i‘iimlm > n| |•lli.lll- in* u dnni<t? 
Hiia imriml Inm l•llanm*^l my npiniuii „f niuiii, .4 iIu-sm, au-l 
PHlHU’ially. nf I'lMsiilMiil I'iMiri., Thai Iim x^a- a p-nial. .... ,ai 
iiml agrtmiililM nmipaninn ia ailirniM.I l.j nil «|,u 


with W\u\. ‘l‘hul hi*' wwv !utm-Ms aiul 

liriuU ^ii|i|(tirti<ii, .^litiw n lv\ hn uiniMii*iti*i^ in llinn wirhintl 
rluin^r* ni htiiuldW nf liinnii^ In \v*\»*r\ In* ruiniiuirH 
favniatitv wilh iiiuiis IrjithiijLC mu*h t*f l'url\, whu 
flit'ij iipinitHis tti ini'pl Dip riiriPlif.-^ i»f DiiMlav Ur huti 
It nf tti^f ititM inii ill tliP Mpxiran Wiir itiitl n MriulM*r nf 

Imlh Dll' S»*nufit iiihI IIiiiim' nf l(p|irrHnnhit III* \mih h 
lisnliiu* liiwiiM' ill lli*^ II In ( pnh, rniiHitU 

ill u hliuaiv \ im\ , unli* iil»li* ^luh* rlrai h iiliil 

^lliUi^*l\ i‘N|ar' *'»1 II \\ir» III' j.n»*al lilP»fi»l I inin !n lia\i* In 
iI(mI \m\U a I niifitiM*! ilnit lip ilnl iinl i ti]nniiMu‘i\ Init la* rial 
iHik 'hilliK fliilll kill* li* l»n|r llilhk \ 11*' l>rtir\i i| 111 1 lir J'nlii \ 

nf thill inf «*i \ r iif mil ill 1 lir It M il«»i P , aihi ' n lint iml pimpiit 
kitp 'DMiiiltM' nilliatr ' nf Mt ntiii rin'’'>ni^? Dp* Iiiim amt \tilin|,f 
Ilk P\r'l\ nlnt kinn ill KillP'a'% .':i*lfllij' lip U ln»j.MI » li'^*r«iiLf 111 i% 
u«tnp!ni|Jt ftp* nf Mp^aiUii uh Dp* lin\:^nf Kun'»a'%uml pMah 

h*hiii|.* iii'^iM :>iiupiv III fiiaf li'iitfnM riiifiinufpU a iimin 
niiiijpiitii^, rntti a^pinm jiipi inlp|li|nM<iif pnpulalinn tpwn'^**! all 
film, anil Inti, nnf nnly In Du* i*\p|imtnii nf ^lu\pl^ in Kan^a.’^, 
hii! ulmi in ilM alHilitinti in Du* riiih*<l 

Willi Dip kupilv liln^Miiptiv nf l*lr'^p|p|il Mipipp, w ril Imi liv 
)ii^ fiii*|p|, NiiDiaiiml tlavUlmiiiP. Iipfnii< imp, 1 t-aii appicriah* 
tli^ iiliiitlv, inlni^ulv ami apif*t*alt|p ^^nrtal i|iialilh*^ aiul niiU 
Ipy'irf Dial Ip* w a * l'ii‘^p|pnf nf Dip I lufi il Slalp^ al a kniip 
ulp*n flip »apai'if \ nf a Jpffpi np^ Dip »lt'|p| niiiP'l mina^'p nf a 
Jarlt nil, nf flip 'In rw lint* '* un*l ui i|t<in nf a laninln, wi*ii* 
uppilp*l fit luppf flu* iliUtPulfP*’ anil lUttij-'pi lip luul In 

t*niMiiiii{pr 

*rip*iP laif nup hitiip iHM^diiai iip'plpiif nf flip *IItli( tifn 
I ran* In luptifinii Mr lUnk • *|p-ipjhift*tl up* a- a imnn 
lN*r nf Dip rnuiinlDpt* nil |nli*l>^!n uftan » Mi \ lt*xaiptiM f " ^t 
l'r*niilli|.Hnin hh rliaiiniiill <*f Dial rniiiiiiif fi t*, iiaiph'*l tm* flp* 
\ nltlliniifPH pa|«*l^ III ipfplPlP'p fn Dip I MlP'li Spirlialinn 
k1iiinp» 'riii-v nnpipil an ihIpip finr? pi iP»*f»if \np*iManiii^ 
lti| \ , piplaarinp all Diaf liplupr*ii lr*J-laipl in ulnrli wviv 

nnnht-il iiMpniiviiif iP'pnf itil piij 4 IhiDi 111 I nr’fami aip| I nnpp, 
aiitl niifia^'p' i't«niiiilf f t *1 n|***n mn, lliPii, infanl pn% t'l iiiiP*iif 1*^ 
flip pM\riniiMMif » nf i liinip aiplfijtaf Hiilain I inul all flu* 


mil un\Uu»li!^mi( inti 

•l|•llv\ (111- I'uifnl Siah . lur.. thm s. , .u .1 

liniclict' llpi'll us rjinnililii- un.l ..uHai,-.-. v^.- lo.l 

siilmtil III fur H niiinii-iit in mir 'l*i\ . *» {mill .»uvt » ,»u- 

ful I'XumimvUtin i»f till tl»‘ iln-ra I 1^ . fSs.a 

(iii^lily Milislicihlml llll••>l• ••Illimani *. wlia!.-4ri I •’ .«i*l 

UN III llii'ir cliiiins iiK'uiiiNl llu' I'n-in'li u.m. •«». Ii t l ul. m 
liili'ly no ronniliilion fur ii rluim ay.nn .l ila I mi. I 

I Wl'oli' tin lulvi'f-'i' I'lil i* \vi*> •■I «!< iJi.' 

coimiiilli'i'. Hills for lilt’ i*ii>mcni of fio- •• • Ktst.i pi. 

Hi'iili'tl from I inn' In (iiiif. In IhVii i l 

fiivoralily III liio Soniilo u Hill for llio lauj.... •• 5i..«ik «1«. «..tiu 
milli'iMin fori'i^sn v»*Uvlion’‘. U wa' o\ii«. < *1 l‘V •>, I hm 

niiiii iitnl niysi'lf lunl iipuin li»i>l u-nlo il'*- H'l" I'*'* oa 
her, IHS'J, lilt' liill was ii}^siin ihr yJo.l. 

I'li’iirly sliiiw inj^ lliiil lli** I nii«''l Ma**'* ifo •• .i.nut. 

itji!iiitiHl. |’'rinii'i' lo llt»' mm^i’ of \Na», 

Till' wholo riO'i* i't llii**t ffilam ■ «ri«' > laa 

liiilli'il liy dll' l•'rl'n••ll f.;o\i'innii-nl ami l>v ll««- *4 

l''riini'i*, iijioii IIm> ••ili/i'ii'' ••( dn’ I luif'l MuI«- i>« lU*- 

lirf^innini^ of dn* j>v»'-ii*nl •••'nl»tv\ llo' jj.o.'Utjo.-tui »«S lUt* 

I ' nili'il Slul t'H iliil all i( i’onl*l lo Mn'ino l>a^ aixl »><ni:|< n 
salioll III il.t rili/l’lis for lllfa* l|l•j•^•nlu^lo||" ”1 hr I «r«a it 

ornnii'iil ili'nioil lln' vali«lily of lln* ••laiiii'-., ho!•IlgiJ,^ i.o fi«r 
ollli'J* Ininil, dull dll* ^l»Vl'l•mm*lll »»f do* f n»l» »l Mia<» ^ laa'I ^ so 
lali'il dll' Iroal irs ntailo u illi il uinli'i • in iiinttaitir- .4 -a. i» 4 
olilifta! ion, (Inil ila I’ili'/.oii’* I lii’ii’hnr ^»rir jti i!titi4 in 4«att»* 
wliiil dii'V hull ilono in •ti<i/iin.' tiiion Nnirm iMi si " > .uri lah 
1)1)4 from dll'))) ]4oinih t’ullt'il I'oitIraUutiii of \%ar, mat iit »otot>,!i< 
(in|4 da>H' ili'pri’iladonH, If niiiroiniU jii''til«r4 anti ittaDo 
luiiii’il dll' ai’doji of iIsS l•^lh■'l•^'^ in iloinf.' I lir a- Ihin- ' to 
tidier woi'iIh, iiiir I'latinH were |l•]l|h||ul4■•l i«t riam lii. ti |>.i% 
llieiil lieiti|.t vefuMnl, Hinl. 11 " wr eunhl iiol loit r t In n ]»•■> no stC . 
we aiiiiply almiuloiieil diem, l{ei enlh Ilirt have l<ri n t, 
ferreil lo die eoiirl of elitinis, W illmnl lepui'l !•• la|o.' .4 him . 
mill lar)4e hiiiiis of nioney are now pitnl hv Ihr t ni«. 4 

Sillies for die tte|)reilu(ioit'i enminiitril l.\ )h>' l irm h ni.tiiv 
one linmlreil yem-s uko, lo tl^••'l•elnlaI|l•.. Ihirr 


striKiug evidence ot tno improvidonce or Longvess in dealing 
with antiquated claims against the government. 

The first year of Buchanan’s administi-ation, 1867, will 
alwaj'S he noted as one of great iiolitical excitement, of sudden 
changes and unexpected results. At its beginning the Demo- 
cratic party was in complete possession of all branches of the 
government. 'J'he House of Bepresoiitativos, elected in tho fall 
of 1856, had a strong Democratic majority. ’.I'ho Sonato was 
composed of 37 Democrats, 20 Kepublicans and 4 Americans, 
Tho Supremo Court was composed of 5 Democrats from tho 
slave states, and 2 Democrats and 2 Whigs from tho free states. 
Tho cabinet of Buchanan had four luombors from the .southern 
states and three from the northern. Tho south had full con- 
trol of all departments of the government, with the President 
in hearty sympathy with tho policy of that section. 'I’ho con- 
dition of Kansas alone caused it trouble. Tho firm and impar- 
tial course of Governor Geary had imparted confidonco and 
strength to tho Free State citizens of that territory, who Avero 
now in an unquestioned majority through tho largo emigration 
from the north during tho spring of 1867. Tho doctrine of 
popular sovereignty could not, thoroforo, bo relied upon to 
ostabli.sh slavery in Kansas, and it was abandoned. Now theo- 
ries had to he improvised and new agomnes called info action. 

T was present when tho oath of odice was administered to 
Mr. Buchanan, on tho 4th of March, 1857. With my sf.rong 
sympathy for tho Free State people of Kan.sus, I hoped and 
believed that he would give .some as.suranco that tho pledges 
made for him in the canvass would bo carried out, bub tho 
statement in his inaugural addre.ss, that tho difference of o])in- 
ion in respect to tho power of tho i)oople of a territory to 
decide tho question of slavery for themselves would be spcodlly 
and (inally settled, as a judicial question, by tho Supremo Court 
of the United States, in a ease then ponding before it, naturally, 
oxc.itod suspicion and distrust. Tt was regarded as a change of 
position, a new device in the interest of .slavery. In two day.s 
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ion of Iho Snjtvt'mo iu tin* hji >I Srntt l a •«*, n >*• tin* 

.sliiliis (if ill Um Miiili'il Slalf-'. II'* ‘■iii'l: 
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“ 'I'iii'V IiihI, fur muK' itiitii ii I'-'-h r. !•■> I 

tui 5 *«(t*rltir iiinl imlti !•< i.it** »nil. e'c «?. (. >, 1 . 

in hiti'ilil nr ; innl f>>r uif''>n'i tl..i» ll.' t l<* l in* iifl.ls 

wliinll till' whili' llinil Wiil ImtllnJ In Hirl ill *' tin- |n|.'in iins'la j'l.ilH 

Hll<l lllwTllllv In* III nlm i<r\ fnr lil-i lii'li' ll' 


III' miiil ut'^i'ni's " wi'ii* ii"l inU‘U'l'''l I" ilii liulr*! 
ill (lin wiiiil ’I'ilizi'iis’ iu llu' miiHlihil icm. lunl llii’irjfnn* lau 
rliiiiii Uditc of I 111' ri|4lilj< mill privili’Ki'’' "l'i'‘li M»‘l ui“*iii iimt*iit 
liroviili'N fill* mill si'i'iiri*.*' lo I In* rilizi’ii’' "f M»* I nilt'ii sialt- i, 

iiml iiliiiiiiiiin'il IIS llii* oiiiiiioii of IlH'foinl lliitl ihi* \li kiuii 
I ' ompiiHiiisi' iM*l was iiol u iiininl*‘<l !•> ilu' rmi iiiiirinii ami 
WHS I lii'n'foro voiil. 

'I’Ih'si' ili'clanilious wort* in im sc’ii-i' urif aiv i** iii« <i' ii 
si'ili of llio nisi' hi'foi'i' flio nniil, ir. il Uii. Ih'M flial lii< >1 .'‘i ..il 
NYiis u rrsiiloiil of Mission i uii'l Mil'ji'i l a -.i. I.im* «*! iln- i.w. ti( 
Hull, si nil'. 

•lusUi'i'.s M 1*1 iiMUi mill I'mfi* ili- ItMtii iln- • t it-ji )•( 
III!' I'tiiM'i, iinti iiM'liiliiu'ith' ii|miioii‘> <■ I ilonf., > t 

posilimi of HjoPliii'f ilusUn’. 

'I'llllH (lie KuIIHIIS (|im*li 4 iu tii’niliii* n |••>!lll■ al •pa {icai im lin* 
Slljll’l'IUtl t'mili. Al. Illll’l* llu* Slilllll lll«' •t>M<lg|n- m( 

po|Ulllll* KOVl'Il'i^lllyi mill cll'llliillilnl, Ilf II nnixliInla'n.iS 
t lint silt vi'K miivi'il iiilii a lumloi'y iiiiihI !«< i 
|iro|u'rty, whi'llior llm iH'opii' of llu* H'lnion ui !< it fi o*.* 
'I'lii.s WHS ilio Ill's! liiiii' ill out' lii>'E<ii-v vviuMi <li>' po-.it 
oiil.i'i'i'd iiilo llii' poiitii'al iiifiia. It'* m iiou i n> **111 1^*' I Mk* 
Siiii(.||, liut ])Viiilll(’i'i( a si null' rrMlniif nf Ir • nlim-nr m Ut>< 
noil II, mill iviili'ui'd I lu' lin«ui*li lii*hvi-tin tin* lux (;i< ai *.i5**a-'. 
of I ho (umiilry. 

Ml*. Hiiflmmin, I'uvly ill Ins mliniiO'*li 4 iih>>u. n. .* t 

siu-y l o appnhil. a llovcnior of Kuiisin. Ili* m-I.-i i.-.l .1 

, of ]M ISSlSHlppl, who llllll hi'hf llij^'h ^ la lla* 

iialioDiil K‘'Vonim(*nl, liaviiii' hn'ti Si’i-n-iati. ..| M..- li. .. nri 
ttm\ Sonaiov of llio Uiiitoil Slairs. lli* itp|M.|it(. .( li,.r I*. 
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Stanton, of Tennessee, as secretary of the territory. i\Ir. 
Stanton had long been a Member of high standing of t he ITonso 
of llepresentatives. lloth were southern men and botli wisliod 
to see Kansas a slave state, but both were honomble men who 
would not seek to gain their ends by dishonest jncans. After 
a careful estimate, made by them, it wfis believed tiuit there 
wore, in the te7’ritory, 9,000 Free State Domoci-ats, 8,000 Bopub- 
licaus, 0,000 pro-slavery Democrats, and 500 pro-slavery Amor- 
icahs. A strong effort was made by Governor Walkor to in- 
duce these elements to join in a movoniont for a convention to 
frame a constitution, with a view to admit Kansas as a state 
in the Union. The Free State nion, while aiixions for .such a 
result, wore not willing to trust their adversaries with the con- 
duct of such an election, without some safeguards against the 
repetition of the frauds and violence of prc\’ious cloclion.s. 
The result was that only 2,200 persons took part in clioosing 
delegates to what became the notorious liccompton convontif)n. 

Both befoi'o and after this so-called election Governor Wal- 
kor promised that the constitution, when adopted, should ho 
submitted to a vote of the people, and ho added his assnrun(!o 
that the President of the United States would insist upon this 
condition. On the 12th of July Mr. Buchanan wrote to Gov'cr- 
nor Walkor: 

“On tlio (|iiustioii of submitting flio constitiiiioii to \\w ho}i<t fide, rusiilont 
sottlcsrs of Kuiisiis, I am willing to sttiiid or fall. In aiistaining siu-li it [ii'iii- 
oiplo wo cannot fail. It is tlio ])i'inui|ilo of tint Kiinsas-Ncbniska bill, tlio 
principle of popular sttvcroignly, and tlio prinoipio at tlio fauiidatioii of all 
popular govorniucnt. 'I’lio inoro it is disotisaod, tlio slroiigor it will bt'cnino. 
Should the convontion of Kansas adopt this prinoipio, all will be .scHlod 
harmoniously.” 

I'liis promise was .soon after violated, tind tho Prosidont 
declared in an open letter; 

“At tho tinio of tho jmssage of (ho Kanwis-Nobraskn act slavery oxistoci, 
and still exists, in Kaiisa.s, under the constitution of tho Iliiilcd filalcs. 
This point has at last boon finally dccidod by the highest tribunal known to 
our laws. How it could over huvo boon seriously doubled is a myslory.” 

It was known that tho delegates elected would adopt a pro- 
slavery constitution and ask for admission to tho Union. It 
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Wiis ('i|iially \V('ll liimwii llml un siirli v^tiii)<| Kr 

I1.il(i|i(('i{ |iy llli’ ]i<'n|i|i‘ of Kiilistis. I l|ili<i' •'lli'iiiii-’laiii't"’, 

Mio I'rc.siilciil, |irr>si'il hy liis ciiliiiiot, l«i !hi< ili-iiiiutili 

<ir I Ik* xonUt, violiHotl liis inut tin* rniivm 

l ion ill I III* cxI i(‘nii* inriisuics iiiio|ili*il li\ il. 

In liu* iiii'iiiil inn* (Ik* l-'rfo Siaic pailv in KiinMi'’. 
of iiciirly t't|iiitl |iro|toi'l iiiiiH of l{f|nil<lii'iiiis uml |iriitoi-i.iL>t. 
was |ti>isiiiiil('il liy <iov«'nioi' \\ alkiT to Inki* laitl in lli<< ii'^MtliU' 
('Ifflion for llin lonilorial ll•^'i•^lHl mo. 'rhi* n'^ull iho 

l''|•('l* Sltilt* iHii'ly i‘ln’(i*il iiini* of llio lliirtoou I'oniirilint'ii, mnl 
l.wi'iily-foiir of (III* I liiriV'iiiiii* r«'|)ri‘Ht*nlH(ivi'?». 'riii»t .Nhoniit 
liiLVo .si'l I !(>il (In* Kui).*<)ih rtmirovorsY, mill i( wonlil Iium* iloni* 
ao on llio jiriuriiili* of popular aoM'roijjiilv, lull a luoutli t 
coasl iliK'iicy in llioaoiith ili*iiianilt*i| llial tin* ilorlnno nf ilif 
lll'i'il Si’oll rn.si* alioiilil In* applioii In ami oiifiuri'il. uni t<oh m 
KiuimiMi 1)1)1' ill all ( III* al III r.'i. I loiiri'foi'l li llii' l.ri'iuoplxii < mo 
alii III imi miiinI In* I'otisiilon’il. mil a** a Imal ipn- lion, loir 
nal ioiiiil oiif. Till' ioipoi.il it r< a . pirlnh f.iN .1 f.*, I.in 

^■oln. was, all .*i|a\i* oi- all froo slul«-> ‘riu* ImIIIi- t\,i ■ i.. i i.ni 
liii*iii'i* ill KaiiMm, lull sta-< lo I naluui.il in i> 

Till* i'oii.nI il III ioital I’oiiM'iilioii iiii'l oil iIm* i'.Uli of MiIoIm-i. 
iHu?, williiii Iwo \si*i*k*i afliT (In* l•ll■l■l nui of tlio 1 i(m luluio, 
litll. in ilK ai'lioii lilth* iiil«'rt‘>l ua.'* lakon, a ipioiniu U inp j.ir 
w*rvi*il willi ilillli’ully. Il mloplfil n (uo =»|ati<n i.-n iii.ira.ii, 
wliifli, il waa wall kiiiuvu, if aulimillml to ilm ii'Mpl.., uonS.l |.o 
I’l'ji'Hi'il by nil nvi*rvvlii*liiiitij4 iiiajoiil \ . uml it m.l »giil.nuM. .| 
Woiilil Ik* ri'aiali'il, if ln•^l'H^ial•v, by ojx'M foivo ’I'bo l'i.- i.b i«i, 

(tiivoriior Wiilkor, ami all piirlii H. ba«t pioiiiiM-<| 

sliliitioii. \vlii*ii fniiiii-tl. uniihl bi* .Hubmilloil to a )«.|.iiLo lot.- 
How Hill lo ilo il. ami yol apjHutr lo Ho ii. wu- .» jo-.I.b to 
Wiillliy Ilf a <>f au imlb*i>. ami tot tin- .. 

HlrntiK in ittlininiKlmlion riirlos, timl tin* plan .|..ti ..-.| 
givi'li WiiHi onlially approx ml by Ibi* l abim'l ami a..pu. .. .| >n 
by Min l’ri*Hiiii‘iil. 

'I'lm coii.slilnlidti inloplml by i|n< ronvonliou ].iou.|. .| • ) h.. 
rif4:lil. of proporly is !ii>fon* ami bijilii.r lliuii am roi, tn.iisona! 
siiiK'liou, ami Ilin riK'lil of ila* otxm<rof a flati* to toll -I.mi,* 
ami ilK iimrmisi* m llmsuim* ami im imiolablo I In* n^-bt of 
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the owner of any property whatever.” Anotlier provision of 
the constitution was that it could not be amended until after 
the year 1864, and even then no alteration should “bo made to 
affect the rights of property in the ownership of slaves.” 

The election was to bo held on December 21, 1857. The 
people might vote for the “constitution with slavery” or the 
“constitution with no slavery.” In cither event, by the ex- 
press terms of the constitution, slavery was established for a 
time in Kamsas and the doctrine of the Drcd Scott case was to 
be embodied in our laws. No opportunity was offered to the 
people to vole against tho constitution. 

It is diflicnlt to characterize in proper terms the infamy of 
these proceedings. 'I’lio Free State party would take no part 
in tho proposed election on December 21, and it resulted, for 
tho constitution with slavery, 6,226 votes, of which 2,720 were 
proven to be fraudulent; for the constitution without slavei’y, 
589. Governor Walker promptly denounced the outrage. He 
said: “I consider such a submission of .the question a vile 
fraud, a base counterfeit, and a wretched device to prevent tho 
people voting oven on tho slavery question.” “1 will not sup- 
port it,” ho continued, “but 1 will donounco it, no matter 
whether the administration sustains it or not.” 

Mr. Buchanan .supported the scheme after tho con.stitution 
had boon adopted by the convention. The elections in tho fall 
preceding wore favorable to tho Democrats, and Mv. Buchanan 
was naturally encouraged to hope that his party had regained 
popular ascendancy, but the Lecompton juggle created a pro- 
found impiussion in tho north, and divided tho Democratic 
party to a greater extent than did tho Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
especially in the northwest and in Ohio, whore the feeling of 
resentment was almost univei’sal. Mr. Douglas, the great 
leader for the repeal of the Mis.souri Compromise, took imme- 
diate ground jigsiinst tho pro-slavery plan, and protested to 
the President against it. An open breach occurred between 
them. 

When Congress assembled, the Lecompton scheme became 
tho supremo subject for debate. Mr. Douglas assumed at once 
the leadership of tlio opposition to that measure. He .said: “Up 



1.0 llio l.iino of nu'oiing of tho convention, in Oct,(>l)ei' last, the 
\n-et.enso wus kept, np, tho pvofossion wus oyiculy nuule, and bo- 
licvod l>y mo, and I thonglit believed by them, that tho conven- 
tion intended to submit a constitution to the people, and not to 
attempt to put a govornmont into opovation without such a sub- 
mission.” Ihd- instead of that, “All men must vote for the 
<‘oustil ntioii, whel hor they like it or not, in order to bo permit- 
ted l(> vo{(‘ for or against slavery.” Again ho said: “ I have asked 
a very large! number of tho gontlomcn who framed tho con.stitu- 
tion, ([uite a numhor of <lologatcs, and still a larger number 
of i)ei'.sons who are their friends, and I have received the 
same answer from (.!vory one of them. . , . They say if they 
allow(!d a n(!gative vote tho constitution would have been 
voted down by an ovorwholming majority, and honco tho fel- 
lows shall not h(! allowaal to vote at all.” Ho denounced it as 
“a trick, a fraud upon tho rights of tho peo])le.” 

(lovevnor Walker dec, hired: “1 state it as a fact, based on a 
long atid intimate as.soc,iation w’ith tho people of ICan.sas, that 
an overwhelming majority of that jieoplo aro oppo.sed” to tho 
Ijec.oniiiton {‘on.stitution, “and my h'ttors .state that but one out 
of tw'enty of llu! pr(!ss of Kau.sas sustains it. . . . Any at- 

tempt by (loiigress to forc.(! this constitution upon the people of 
Kansas will be an elTort to .substitute tho will of a small minor- 
ity for that of an ovei’whohniug majority of tho people.” 

On the ‘2Hth of .January, bS.'jS, during tho debate on the 
liOcoinpton constitution, I made an elaborate .speech, entering 
fully into tho hi.story of that constitution a, ml the events that 
preceded it, and closed as follows: 

“111 rniu'hisioii, iillow mo to jmprpss llio south with twt) iinportaiii 
wuruiii^H sh(^ 1 ms rncnivml in hm' for Kaiisns, Oim is» tliiil. though 
]i(U’ ahh^ iuhI disoipliimd haulm’s on this lloor, iiidisl by oxuoulivn jjalronu^o, 
nmy ^ivo licr thu jinwur to overthrow h'^islulivfi njnijauds, yot, wliiln ilio 
sturdy inlo^rlly of tin' norihurn iimssus staiids in Inn* way, sliu nan gain no 
piaulical iidvjuitiigi^ by luu* wtdl-hud sohuinim, ^I’hu tUlior is, lliat whilo sho 
may indulge with huyuu\l.y thu s^uvii of (lUlbusU*risiu» or luwloss and violont 
ad viUUurc', upon a fuiddo und dislraotod puopln in ^fuxico and (’unlral 
Amoriiai, slu' must not aoinu in oontact with that cool, dotnrminod courngo 
and resolution which forms tho striking charactorislio of tho Anglo Saxon 
race, hi such a contest, hor Inisty and iinpotuous violonco may sucuood for 
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M 1*1lt till* \lt‘|«ir> will hlltl Jlllt] iMilhlUr 

)inl KiUi'tNt'Hi lii’liiiitt. l .t't iimI war %sn)i rdi )i w>\ii >iit' 

Ilf folltiw •^liiji uiul f I ii ni|-«lii|t. hi tin' full cin )i utln'r'i uinl 

killil l«i rat'll iitliri 'p falllhi, Irt l|i |'«i liiilhl Ui IliUlil III *>ri'l|t 1 11^; |iii|’ 

lltill Ilf iMir lltrit rnliNhiUltiirnil II|.*1|I'|/ 

I inu) ii*t wril ItiMt' liiirlly llm (ucii^rrH^ uimI immI nf 

lUt* Kutt^us I’liitl ic»\i'i>y. Mr. SltmlnU) (hh urtilii' |.^u\rriinr in 

llh* nf W alKr*r, riiiiviMiiNl ni\ I'slra HrNiinn nf 

(liM Irnihiiial Ii^^m •liti iiii\ in s\liii*li llit* \^irr Slutn mmmi hail u 
nm]nr|l\. 'I‘hr lri*i hiltiii* |iti*\iitri| fill' an r|i*rt inii I II hr Im‘IiI 
.laiiu.uv h af w Ittrii a fair Milr iiiinht Iim hiltiai mi (lit* 

rmr hlultnii \1 fliii rlrrlmn tlii^ \ii(r ‘piunit; |’*ni' llin run 

Nliliilmn \\ tUi la\rM, fm llir mn J il tii luu uithmit *lii\ 

ri \ . til , a^^Mili I (hr rnii «l tl til iiiM, 

N III \\ |l ll ( ailiitliv^ I lll'i itri'i a V r r\ iilrlirt^ tif ( hi^ n|4|iirat imt In 
lltr LrrmiiptHii rmi (f If nhnii h) (hr |Mai|ilr nf Kan Mr. Ilii 
rhanait Mail it riijiy nf il !u ami* irmnunrialinK *hr 

Ilf Kun^iri iintlrr tiuil nri^aiiit* arl, atiil : 

** fl Imn hri'll rvi«|i>iiilit\ In lln» lll^jlirnt tnlllliml )<n|iiW || 

(h iMir lawn, lliul nlrtlrft i'\in|n ||| Kuti'Min In *4 tlt«« I'lilluhtlltliMl i4 tin* 

I llllril NIbth'it in llirfi'fi'h* ill thin nii'tiirtil an KMli h » nla\r ntair an 

( |i'Mfi.fia nr >^<«i|ll4 I ^llr»*lllla 

Ihnmr (hrrnnl in\ Pi (jpn llrn\rv, a rmrirVMiliNr Uninr 
taal.a iiali\r nf \ it Imu' a t r >hi<'ail tif (IIiih anil u triiip 

Mailainr hi*ni i atifmiiia ni I hr !1 II h ( 'mi^Mr «, \Mi » appiiinlprl 
(iii\tanrii Ilf Kan ,i III junlrii'. tn fniii nf hi* run 
KrtMiiM, .Nhaniiiiii, \\ iilftn itnil ."’4anlmi» hinl In^pii nlhri' |p 

inii^nl Ml •■mii|M‘llril Ih r\r|\ miii^ li-fuaitf/ hi r\tMaifr 

I lilM* Vf 1 mir |itii ’>hitrit |Hi|n*\ nf llir Ihrnilmf Hi » I^ffnll'v lit 
N*nirr* jii^ilirr hi f hi' rit i/rir^ nf Kttfr'U'i umiiM m all pinhahtl 
if N liati' trii III hi^^ iriiiMVah hlil (hr niairh tif rarril ^ nillaltra 

ihr iinmliMii imMhril fmiit I lit* |irii|i|p tif Kan ill in flip lialh^ 

nf ( "iin{/i*'‘^ ^ 'Ihr [Milirt nf flu* atliitiiii 1 i iti mn \\ a « «lnvint/ a 
vvr»l}/r nil*< thr ! 1* liua I vil ir Jialf\ 't’hr htU Ui\ I hr u4mi atat 
nf K .in it nihlri llip I .rrMiii|.|iin run ttlnlhm jm )ri| fh>*.^rna(r 
h\ a \iilr Ilf «li| tra hi l!a liat \ (mil limHlrin I lr|n*it*l al 1 atirl 
\\\t* Miiflimn \iuriii'an' Mifniit? wilh Hn* Kt^piihliraii^ a^«ani 4 il. 







lu t.lie llousG of Representatives, composed of 128 Demo- 
crats, 92 Ilepublicans and 14 Americans, the bill was defeated 
by the adoption of an amendment which provided that the 
Locompton constitution should bo submitted to a vote of the 
people of Kansas, but this amendment was disagreed to by the 
Senate, and tho disagreement was referred to a connnittec of 
coiiferonco. The result was the adoption of a substitute, 
known as tho Englisli bill. This bill, though faulty, and parti- 
san, provided for tho admission of Kansas under the Lccomp- 
ton constitution, but provided also for a submission of tho 
English bill to a vote of the people of Kansas. On the 2nd of 
August a vote w'as taken in Kansas, and 11,300, out of a total 
vote of 18,088, wore cast against the English proposition. Tims 
the Lecompton constitution and the English bill were defeated, 
the exclusion of slavery made absolute, and the State of Kan- 
sas admitted into the Union as a free state, under a constitu- 
tion approved by tho people, but not until January 2!), 1861. 

Tins momorablo result was the turning point of tlio slav'cry 
controversy. Tho people of the south hastened preparations 
for a dis,solution of the Union and a civil war. The Confed- 
erate congress, meeting four days later, on February 9, elected 
Jefferson Davis as its president, he having resigned as United 
States Senator, January 21, 1801, eight days before Kansas 
was admitted to tho Union. 

I luLvo givon much space to this Kansas controversy, for 
1 wish to impress upon the readers of this volume that the war 
was not caused by agitation for the abolition of slavery, but by 
aggimsive measures for the extension of slavery over fiuo 
territory. A large and iuhucntial cla.s3 of southern men were 
born politicians, and were jnainly slaveholders. They had, 
from tho beginning of tho government, a largo influence, and 
held moi’e public offices of chief importance than tlioir north- 
ern associates. They were constantly complaining of opinions 
expressed by a comparatively few Abolitioni.sts against slavery, 
while the great body of the north were either indifferent to or 
sympathized with thorn in their opposition to tho Abolitionists. 
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(MIAITKH VII. 


l{K«'tir,l,i;{’rillNH •IK 'I’llK I’aNIO ok I.sri7, 

(i>i ] iKi*! I iih IhoMfrih* My .NUtliliMi hi (\iiiKri*-^ (iti NKfii>iiul 

\ liltiiitih'il u Nfi’iiiln r «if It fi iMi Ntiv III Afhiliti lli W'»i| 1^*'^ >•( lli»* 

Nii% I iiii’iil If'i T) i|i lo r!iiin|HMul li ^1l sill Miiiiii 

\S i. \i .if hi »ii't.liiiirii hiii1).:i\ MmSm raiiimi'i \t\ Sir U'lilhi- S'iilt 

Il•^lll•1 IMmI 111*’ Jljnh 1 rri> 1» \l*>ll f«l hltl hunil Ilf itllh 
ni»r*iiii U» ii|> Vttiiii*’ •tiMi Niiiiihlf rin«*'i m I'umm 
mill :'*lit|1ov Silltifii I *rih' htiUlr 

III M III \1)U'ttlhi ihtuill lIlHIii’ 

1 .\' lilt’ .NtiiuMH’r Ilf |H,'»7 1 lii'K’ ih'ciiiumI Hill* tif I lici'.t’ • 
ifiil ri’v iil.'.iiui i wliirli m'imii I«» fnnii’ ufit’i' ii Ipiiii nf iipjiiH ' 
i*nl. |ttiiNHi<j ily. <>11 lilt' ijllli Ilf .\iij,'iif<l llii' iiliin liifi' 

1 UHUianri* tV ‘I’ iiimI t'iiiii|iiiMy fiiili'il. 'riml .Nlitjilt' i>\ i>nl . in 
ilMi'lf niiini|iuiiuiil, iinliriili'il iiii iinlii'ulltiy niinlilinii nf Initli’, 
(’iiiiiii'il liy i'iM’kli*«« f*|i(M‘iiliilinn, lii^fli pric'i'fi, llu' nniHinii'liiin nf 
rttilrniiiU in itiKuiii'i' nf llii'ir ii<>i<il, ti ^ri'iil im’i'<'ii.*<i< nf iiu|ini'l.><, 
iLliil I III* l•^^l•'4•1ivl• ili'Vi'Iniimi'iif nf I'ii ii'.s atiil Imviis. .Ml itimIII.h 
w*<i'i* l•\|lillll|l•l|. 'rill* iiiimi’iliitli* ii'Niilli nf Ilii* putiir wi*rii llii* 
mt <|irn’>inii itf rii'ilihi. Ihi< iliiiiiiiiil imi nf i)ii]inrl'<, Iln* fuilui'i* nf 
liaiilk i, iiinl liii* pniii'ltil nr piirliul '•ll'<|n<n‘>inu ni' Ii<h'iI>ii)m{.' nf |i)l 
iinln >1 1 ii< > Thi’ mu’imt'-i nf iln* |'n\ ni niiii'iil wnn* |j:rc’ully 
linnilii >lii'*l. 

Mn till* ImI nf .hil\ , Ihi* liulittii'n ill Iln* f ri*a*>iiry wii*' 
$l y.Vin.lHHi. (In lilt* I.hI nf .inly, |S.‘iS, flm liitltincn uu-i ii'ilnri'il 
In fl'i.M'JH.lKHi, lunl iliiriit^ (111* yi’iir |•|■•'l'l•l!inK. iln* riiiii'il Sliili''i 
linri'nui'il $ |II,IHH1,IHK1, (l|| llin lal nf .llilv, (In* niirjillIH 

iiMliifi'il Iti $ iiiid iltiititp 1lii< yi'iir |^rl•^l•l^nlK Ilin 
rnili*il Slali'H linrrnUMil $‘J(i,77l,l>*l<i. Thi** .**u*lili’ii rliiuii-'i' in 
tin* liiiaiM'ial I'niiilii inn nf tin* Iri'ii-tiirx uir* an in<tii‘ulinn nf a 
liki* nr pi«*ati<ri'lianp'i* in I In* i‘ni(i!ii inn nf cvniy [>i'i inn I’li^iij^i'il 

III pi’nihii'f i\ I* iinhi *i I ii’** 

Tin* p.inir l••'pl•l•iall\ anfi*i'l«*il Iln* r’lali* hank**. 'rin*'*i' lianka 
VM'ii* ant lint i/i*<| li\ tin* lmi.>» nf (In* r*i'\i*ial .••tati**. In i'-.Hni* inilr'< 
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as iTvouey payable on demand, with no common system or 
niothods of redemption, and varying in value according to the 
solvency of the banks issuing them. The banks in a few of 
the states maintained their notes at par, or at a small discount, 
but. the yreat body of the notes conld circulate only in the 
states where issued, and then only because their people could 
get no other money in exchange for their products. The 
necessities created by the Civil War compelled the United 
State.s to borrow large sums, and to aid in this a national cur- 
rency was provided, concerning which a statement of the 
measures adopted will be made hereafter. It is sufficient here 
to state that the national currency adopted proved one of the 
most beneficial results of tho war. 

The financial stringency of 1857 led to a careful scrutiny of 
appropriations for tlio support of the government. 

Oil tho 27th of May, 1858, I expressed iny views in respect 
to the expenditures of the United States. This speech was the 
first effort T made in Congress to deal with the linances of tho 
national government. In tho previous C(mgrc.sscs I had de- 
voted my time to the struggle in Kansas. At the meeting of 
tho 85tli ('ongress, 1 naturally turned to the condition of our 
fiiianco.s, then the paramount subject of interest in the coun- 
try, and, especially in Ohio, devoting most of my time to a 
careful study thereof. Tho speech referred to on national 
finances was the result of much labor, and I believe it will 
bear favorable scrutiny even at this late day. It certainly 
attracted tho attention of my colleagues, and no doubt led to 
my transfer, at the next Congress, to the committee of ways 
and means. 

In this speech I stated fully the increase of expenditures 
and the diminution of the revonue.s, and the then condition of 
the treasury. T quote as follows: 

“And yot, air, for thia alarming condition of tho public fiimnces, tlio ad- 
ministration 1ms no moasuros of relief except loan bills and paper money in 
the form of treasury notes. No provision is made for tboir payment \ no 
measure of retrenchment and reform ; but these accumulated dKficultiovS are 
thrust upon the future, with tlie improvidence of a 3 'oung spondtlirift. 
While tlio secretary is waiting to foresee conlingenoies, we are prevented 
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\i\ » |mrU iiuijitritv rnnii iitt^liCiiliitK,*; r^fiMin. If wr r^iMi lln^ rom 

iiuMii'tnnriil mO ii*urliiti«*itt, i>r |Htiii( mil mi thin iif ilitt 

vsn nrn nt niii M \i\ itf llu« rMimifiinrti nf kikI 

I lliti ulin^rs nui\ UNiiriiatimiM nf flip ilppiirl- 

UH'iifN in divorliiiK N|K*rilU‘. uniiniiiriuliniiM Iti juirpnMvs iinl lui- 
Ilmri/.iaJ liy luw* I wiid: •**riu' fliPtuy nf cmr pniiiirnl. is, 
lluil. tt Miiprilii* sum sliall bn iippreipi iiifpil liy iiititr nri^iuiifinK 
intlij.s lldtihp, fur a Hpi'tdlii* purpnM\ anti >silhin a ^ivan lisrat 
ypur, U. iHllipdulynf In um» ilml Mini, and ini 

Maiit\ psjitMMully fnr (hal pin pn iind iin ntlu*r, and Nvilliiii Iht* 
i inn' li \rd.'* 

I piniitrd mil i*a alimr* llir ilnpa 1 1 lilPlil « it >111111*11 I lit« 
pMSMM In I tan dr r appi npi iai inn i nimlr fm mir pin pn ( u til hrr 
pin|Hia*i in lilt* MiiiiM dc*|iitrl luml . \niiflii*r iilui i* tiy llir rM*r 
iiliMMlrparl unnd^t wa t llin lialiil nf luaKin^t i*iiiii iitrKc in ad 
Miiirtt id ap(irn|inal iniiN, Ilia *, uilhniil Ian, rnniprllinr' I *nin 
y^iV'v^ In MLiitdinu tlimii nrvinlalr lln« piiMia failli. \]\ llirat 
n\ ils lm\ n hint'll l^^•r|| rrnuMlii*d !»> iidiM* Irpi'dal imn 'Tlir 

tiidnl nf I Ita »S|inuln 111 tniui dnw n iip[ini{9rinl imi In I In \sil li itnaMnl 
manU uliaady ndiiHPil hy lltn IlniiHa nf [{rpirHi«iii)L[ ji. mid 
lllini iitniMl ilmi, if nnl In, iln* idll uniild fait, innin 

firijiiant Hunt (Itiin nnw, Inil- iimlnr lln* piarliin anw rdali 
ii^dnsl ail iiiiunaluimil lliiiilly di^upiml In liy idiliar llmi r in 
Hhiindmird. 

All illii >1 1 al inn nf llu* fniniri* piitriirn in lltr Sniatn nt'^ 
riniril in till* ;il'ali ( nnplr \\}irii 1 \\%i> idiitiliniin nf lltr mill 
lad lap mi u itv t and niraiin. \\t uppi npi tal inii liill u^rMn.iili d 
ilnWM \\it\i anunidnitniH, uiiinnp tlimii an ap[ii npi iai mn nf 
$olNl/NHl rarll fnr fita m|i >| i art ii m nf piildir Iniddiiip . in 
( tiarla^tmi uml Nrw Oilnan^ Mdia aiiiaiiiliiit iil i r|i 

hjinnl irfant*d l*i u riiiniuinai* nf amifainiar, rd uliadt 
Smiafnr d*nniid»^ a ntt*iiiltar llr^ til mpH* nai m ihr 

mniiiiiflrr uus llial llm llmna* nna^f upiin- In Itir itrni* fur 
I'liai lr**lmi uial Srw Oilaun mn t lir liilt wmdil fail 1 pi4iiitpll> 
UlinWiqrd Iliitf I \Miidd rrp^nl \y|ial \u^ ;aid In Ilia IlnU'i*. 
and f/ia /-d/ J>ul, llr ,»4iid fiiilla r, llu* t*i»ufri 

aiim apirrd, and llm I'ill pa » rd wiflmiil un> maul inn nf 
rliai!rHt4in nr Nmv Oilrani^, lAaii nnw llm iilaan | ndn hi 


JjKrtii i.Kt rin.Ns 
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mtiiu'l iiiiPH tiiTiii'M, lull Uu' j'i'iu'iul lull' uml j«nu‘tin' In i'\> 
(’liulo liny ili'iii of uu uji|iiii]ii'iulinii liill mil u^*ii'«'<l In 

l*y Imlll lioilKl'H. 

II, \vu« ^iMiomlly ii^ii'fil iliul llm \ mwn I»\ mr ini 

flm'JTlIior iMiiy wi'ii* wtimil in ]>ini('t]i(r, Imi I(k< .st iiui^ |(!iili- 
MUli fi'i'liii^ Hull mil lliriiU|.!li llm uinikiuii'd il« »«fTi‘rt. I 

iii><i<i'l, I III* liisf. Ivvti |iiim}.|miiliM: 


Nir, 1 IIM llMjn% iUm in tMMinli(t|l«M| un il in huw^ 

nf ultv ro(uriii. ! (hat lint Uuimf 

hIiciuKI lin id Ui (hi« lV««»uh«nt. \Vp hidov ihn 111(1111^(41 

roluliuim iimtid hy jmtlv \Kv kiu*w tlmt wilh n 

|mrlv n llnuni* n nn« of lh«r* 

<|put. It !w iin|M»MnihiiMtt liridfc^ ti rrf**nii. It in oiil> In a llrni, 4iMi% 

uinl ili«lnriiilnnil Im fni'iMtU iii«( 

yir^lilin^ (h ur^(oni driiiuH*!. iml (u ihiii ui< 

ntii tn n^fnnit lht« ithii'i*' tii tlio (Mliaiin’iltitioMi nf (]|t< rt jiMinit, 

*';\t ill*' i»f lliin *i»‘* I *ImI l(l•|>l« (hit h »»f (tun 

linnnii I'liihiiii^M Mill'll nil iiji| , mi«| uliilo mi (I hnii.l il 

I'MI^hi'il (lin II|i 1 im)\ ani jiij.r (t* iiii|M> .t nil l •|i>•|| » t . lU { it •! t h < 11 In (•>%•>', m 

VVIlIl (litr.llM III lililn M lljniff .1 f|. i» |.. It \imii! I |. * J*'’ J‘ 'i <•* » ■ K 

i||M Iri'hll”'* mllill iipilHi’i' I'f |l«*« j|| tl|0 lil l>i|< • |,» «.f (Itn 

jtllllliM I hi I f lo' I II\> *1 | - I ? 4 t :• Mil ♦ *.. ^ j, ■ , j.i 

Inn |iM(iniI. W n 1 .ui nii|\ h-oL im.m, i^t »h.* \ **. I >4 i*,. 

|n*ti|i)n, \\ li»i*'i' |nttrn( XmII ran »' Hha * I *s * ' • h » J : : * • k 1 • *, ii t. * I j i n * a il * ” 

t liuxt iin ttml (!i»« nmt IhMi'-n ..f j r* > m U v'l. a 

lliU HlmVlId liuvn ihnii% mul hh^ iln 4K 1 * iih ».f 

llip rigldu ttiul hiM'fdrn m( i 1 m« jM»iij.h*/' 

At- Hip lit'KlimiiiK of llip Holh 1 \\u.i u|<|»<uiii i| hv 

Sjipiikor Hri' a iiipiulti'r of (lt«< rnmuHlii’f mi tiavul alTun , uidi 
Mr, Uncock iix cliuiruiiiii. Aiming llu' mfi'in d in ihai 

cuiuillilll’p WllH llu* l'U|iilll«<, l<y ('nMilltnilmr i',tltMtll|.f nf Ihc 
Unilcil Sliilcrt iluvy, Ilf Williuut W iiUii*r, i iijMi*.*! m iiuaiiufl 
foniy (tf(llillMl. Kintmjptim. Il uu < fulh mu <1, uu*! mi tlm 
•h'll of i'pliruury, iH.’iS, lIu* inujultii nf lii*' t niiuiiilti'i*, 

Mr, Uncock, iiiiub a full rt*iMirl, l^y Hi*' f>*Un\uoK 

VPHohiliouK; 

'I'lifii (I tt« Nl ( Iff Ihraili ! I m >* t *4 ! I t. ,] 

Slwlpfl nnvy, in urn-Hiln^ («niirr»l Wiliiam Wrtihrr, w:i^ i ^ ( (.1 
llio iiiBlruuliiins which hml j^^Unn him f^*m th*’ !!< j a;s.*. .j 
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“ lieiiolned, Thai whilo wo liavo no n:ason to beliovo Hint tho said 
Paulding iictod from any Iinjirojior motives or intonlion, yot wo regard llio 
act ill question as a g’lavo on-or, and deserving, for tlio reason aiieafly given, 
tho disiqiproval of tho Aiiicrienii Congress.” 

By cliroction of the minority of tho committee I submitted 
a jninority report as a substitute, tis follows: 

''.Resolved, 'i’hiit Cominodoro Hiruni Paulding, in arresting Willinm 
VValkor and his associates, and rutuniiiig them to tho jurisdielion of tho 
United Stales, acted williiii tho spirit of his oi-dors, and deserves the appro- 
hiition of his eonntry.” 

It appeared, from tlie documents submitted, that in Septem- 
ber, 1857, Walker was litting out, within the limits of the 
United Sttitcs, a luiliftiry expedition against (ho Keptihlic of 
Nicaragua, that on the 18th of Septombor, Lewis Ctiss, Secre- 
tary of State, issued a circular lot-ter, winning all persons 
agiiinst sotting on foot such expeditions, and urging sill ollicors 
of tho United States lo enforce the provisions of law cited by 
him, to prevent such expeditions "so mauifostly prejudicial 
to the national charactor and so injurious to tho national 
interests.” 

A copy of this circular was tninsmittcd to Uommodoro 
Paulding, for his guidance, by tho Secretary of tho Navy, and 
ho wiis required to regard the instructions contained in it as ad- 
dressed to himself. Commodore Cliatard was suspended for fail- 
ing to arrest Walker within the port of San Juan. Cominodoro 
Paulding arrived at San Juan on tho (iUi day of Ucceinbor. 
Walker ami his men wore in sight on siioro, at Punta Arenas, 
opposite San Juan. This ])oint, though within tho limits of 
Nicaragua, has been successively claimed and occupied by 
Costa liica, Nicaragua and the so-called Mosquito Kingdom, 
under Bi-itish protection. It was an almost deserted point, to 
wliich a British subject had sot up a doubtful tiUo, foimcled 
upon a purchase from a pilot of the port of San Juan. Its 
occupants were engaged as a military force, and were then 
waging w'ar against tho existing government of Nicaragua — a 
government with which ours was at peace, and one so weak 
that it was inhuman to light it. Although freshly landed from 
our shores, in violation of our laws, and controlling no spot 
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except that they occupied — rocoiviii}^, so Hu its wt* Km w, no 
«.cceasio>,s or ,ud trom tlio iiativos of the .■o.iolry, ll.oy •..•.uo.l 
orders and manifestoes headed: 


“JllCAlHiU.OO'HHH AltMY «ll' NlfAltAlil-A. ^ 
l^UNTA AiCKNAW. I InM/, 


Their leader signed these orders: 


COMMANJ>Kll-‘IN'Oli 


ICK, AHMV ok Nli'AUAUrA,’* 


There was no doubt that the expedition was the very one 
deiionuced by the Secretary of State in tlio (•irc.iihir, and by 
the Secretary of the Navy in his ordors, for Walker mid his 
men sought no disguise. 

Under these circumstances, Cominodont Piiuldiiig iirreslt'd 
Walker and his juen, and roturiied tlnuji (o l lu' jiii'isdiclinii (if 
the United Statc.s. This liriof and iniiiorl’c'ct nlxi>lch of llm 
voluminous majority and minority ivjKU'ts «>f ihe (•(uiniiilli'it 
will convey Imt a faint idea of the exeiUMmoit cn'iiled by llii.s 
arrest. An atfemjit was iniuht to cen.snro (tniniiodon> I’iiiilil- 
ing, but it utterly failed. 'I’lie purpose of Walker was In sei/.e 
Nicaragua, adojit slavery and converl. llie (Viilnil Americini 
statc.s into shiveholding comnniiiil ii's, and I Inis slrengllien 
slavery in the United States. It was llie (•mnilerintrl el' llu' 
movements in Kansas, and was siijiporlml by itnwerful inllin 
enco in the southern stato.s. 

A nother investigation of grout i in jioidaneo was ordci'ed hy 
the House of Representatives, upon the following |•e.Nolll( ien.s 
introduced by me on the 18 th of January, hSo'.l; 


“WiiicKKAS, D. B. Allef), u cilhon ot (lidSotIft <if K,.« V«(-K. -i.i-. ifli itllv 
charges that certain otRoors in the imvy hi Hwai.liiin miarin-tH 

for the conslruolioii of vessels of war of the IIimOmI SliKrh. huxe nuillv 

of partiDlily, and of violation of law and Iheir pithlic <hit\; iin.l wl„.rn.«. 
grave charges have been made that ni<,n(«y a|.(no).iii,(..<| f„).‘ „„v , ,„„i 

for the repair of vessels of the United SlatoH, 1 ,„m x,.,.n.|.-.| for im.liMi.i 

]>uri>oses, and not for tlio purposes prosorihed by law: 'l’h‘.|.«fnr.-. 

"Resolved, That a coininiimo of five moiiiln.rs lie ..unniii... 

1. Into the specifications and bids for, and the mrniH „fl f,.r ilm 

work and labor done, or imUorinls fnn.mimd for tlm ..f (I... 

States, eonstructed, or in process of ooi.Htniclioi, or .-..pair, by tla- |:,ae...l 


(>l-‘ jnllN SIIKlfMAW 


ninrt' Mit' (Ml ilil\ of Miiirht lsr»7*«u»l llnMinwIi* UH'I nmuiii i n'f 

in^ i'i»ul rurl^i inul iIm' iintui*r»in'ul‘< iUi‘l u»l'4tu<nt» lutliit ii. •ut** 

Wlill llWfUilH, lllh> fill* IU|*l llllllilO*r, lh»* ItHt j*” '«*, lt»«' 

inuni'Y for !lu» \n\y\ »n*l ynil**. nuA l"r ll*o ^ i 

ilK'rt'llHM uf liHH l'\ ^rilill WlUil t * Olllll it (« o hl^i’ 6f 

l<» HiMul fur pi‘r>*tiii« Hinl uml liu\o In ImII h«ir i tlii « 

wisi',’* 

This iuvt'sl i>^al lull (H'lMijonl nu»^l i»f I lin itMiiiUuinu 
nf llnil. t 'cM1|j;n*ss. TIh' (*nliimillrr nf li\i’ Uii"^ rO nf 

SluM’nnUJ, |l(frn<*K, Ifilfllip, frMir^fjrrk nufi fKiri' 

I k'liincM’iils and l\vt» nf I \\it> ritiuiiniui. 

TIU' rnuiinil l«M» Innk u liiil*^-s nf ItnI ilnnii \ , *1 1 rln im* itl*u n ' an* I 
frauds nf a siuri lin;^ idunurlrr, nnniiii.' mn j.iiibl*d 

'rill' Ullijnril y nf llin rnniiinf I*m\ Mr- i |i«is m K, lo ... 
Iicfdc nud Ihsidy, Mifirinnrd a tt*|Miif iiindniinina* l?jr 
alniHi's pruViMi, and, N\liih« rrpnrlui^' lUr imdUritMir^ itn **im 
nf Hiihnrdinalu iillifiM*’ an*l fiiiiilnM- , \% \ itn inti d Ih.a 
linMiiu^^: liad liarn (imvi'U vshirli iiji))fNpdii il llm ntmil 
ulllaial inluf^rily nf lln» SrMM<dur\ uf Ihv Na\\. ‘I'li* pt n|M 
I ha fnlhiwiii^f rpsiduliuiis; 

•* (. /\tsti/tut/, 'Ciml tin* irniitnnin irtfi.-ii m ifnn iii« * n U,-. 

I’NinliMM’i* uf ^durina m ilii< ni*4..kl\ii umm \sku\, mu. I n 1 ^. 

lliu (uha*|niMi!iiMi uf r.^Mijti , Ilia ii m .lu. «.< » |.« »\. 

llliU (||1*M|1 lliltu In'i’U |(|||| ^MiuliiiiiU 

rni(i>ni uf ^ I'lU’H, mill thill nii |i»iiiiiii)iu I.. a it, - ji 

Iiliiiiiu ihiMidur. 

'•\i, A'. ‘.r./i'M/, TliHl H l*;ilr . ti> •« .1, iiit ih. I. n. M ' . h->, J5l:,l5 M. 

U^^I'III’V fur llu^ liilii'lm***' I.f aiilliiiii Iit> ) ...^) t.r lli. » f tl, i t... ^ B. . .. 

fu|* huiKu lilltt’ ill llii« It |». vic«n> it** lit. . sa 

inriiiM|»iai'iil, nml tliut r.d.irm t*t u. . J* .1 ii« ih.^ u f-uE a * i ^ 
lliiU Hiiliji'il ; Iml iIiihm ir» m. ^ t 

inidlluii'iiry iumI iiitiiiii|«ataMi \ l«» il(.< n ■ .« ^ ... U .y-'- . . « . 

nur niiy uliirdi diuun itiui thu %»i r. . n jj ^ ,, « 

uf ihuin^ ; lull, uii tin* ruulrrtr^ . |l tn r nr M - 

for |lit» nil V id irt* him I it |(ur> ltio>« I it -y vt . 

hTiiiH iidiiti^idy i'** fin»»iidila inrr h» f 

'•it It* .tttlf’t ti, Thu! » ‘uia '■It. Tt .j 

urniiuu-iiituil. uri lliM p.iH ..f an ..Jh. . r il.* n? t «... 

;f "“‘I'i'H' . ..lilt... I.. r..r ".ij.j.i;. ^ .i. , , . , 

f'*'"' », !, j, , .,,, j , , 

lii'i-, is.is. i„.i„,.,.i, ii,„ , .i. j.i \v r \ -....js r.- ?,f.. 
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Hid 

(if livo onlc l<» Hjud (1('|>ur(iniHil, it Ih ult'urly provi'n hy llin li'sliiiumv llml, if 
ilin Srrrrliu v nf tlu‘ Navy did any fiivnr tti naid Swifl, hi' did luM 

to hrslnw it |t> ihi' tli'lninniit of llio j^nvoriiuiriiU liiit MuU in all lio 
did in lliia inath'r lit« Ui'|it idwuyM in virw flit' ^mid of tho jinldii' ant) llm 
intorcHlH of tlu' sorviiM*. 

/it 'riiul in dio InUin^ of tlu< t'untiai'lN fm* tin* roimlriiolhin tif 

lliM hlf'aiii imu'liimny ft»r tho vrn^nlM td (ho navy tlurin^ ihi* proHoiif. ndinin* 
Ihtiation, rHifhiii^ Iium limni nlmwii wliioh ohIIh for (lio inlt'rpoailioii t»f tho 
of (lat IhiihMl StatoH ; hnl ilia iiianifoat that tin' proHoni hoatl of 
till’ navy di'|iai liiirnt Imn iliaphiytal a vtny landahh* 7 <*ul to Hoiniio llio 
amount id npaed anti oIlliMonuy atlainalilo for Haul vt'SHida* 

’* h, l{vHt}/fU(i^ TJuil luMhin^ haw boon pn>von in thla invo«ti^ution whitdi 
iinpoat'hoHi in any way> llm poiw»nid or olUoial inti'^rity of tlio Stuuolary (d 
/In' Na\*v/* 

Tliu miiKiiliy wiis iniido liy Itilcliio un<l inyscU’ on 

(lio (if I'nliniary, iHfiSI, in whic.li wo rocomiiiiMKlcd llio 
following jc.sohilion.s : 

** /It sti/rt r/i H'hal iho Siant^tary of tlin Navy has, with (In* haiM*(ioii <d tho 
I'ro.sidonI, liliUHotl his disoiptionarv |io\vi*r in (ho h(*h*{*tioii id a roal aoiMil 
tnnl in /ho pinolaiso of fnoj for (In* /fovonnnon/. 

“/iV.soforr/, 'i'hat iho mnlMiol iiiado hy lht» Soorriary of fho Navy, unilor 
dalo id SoploniluM' L’Jl, iNfiS, with \\\ t h N. S\vif(, for tho dtdi\i iy of |jM» 
tialc (iiii[)or, \Mi*< madoin violation of law, and In a niatiiM*r uniiHuah iiiiptopor, 
anti injurioiiH to tint |iuhliiv sorvh*o, 

**/o7#o/rM/, 'riiat (ho diKfrilnilioin liy tin* SiM*ii»lary of tho Navy, td (ho 
|inlrona^(v in llu' navy yartl uiiitMiff Momhont td ('i»n/'ii’Hrt was do'^hiioli vo id 
tliKitiplints oorruplin/^ in ita iiitliit*iit*i^ iiiitl hi^(hly iiijtirioiiH to tho pnli)it« 
horvioo. 

♦* AV/io/or//, 'riiai ihtt Ih'oHitlont atal St*orolary td (lit* Navy* l»v n*i'oi\injr 
anti otirmith'rin^ tint parly n*hi(ioiiH cd )iiihh*ra tor i‘on(rat*(s with tho Pniird 
Statoa, anil (ho i*(Too( td awartliii^ rniilriicta n[ain pontllni^ id«‘otioj|s, havt< hoI 
an t^vatnplo daiigortuiH in (lai piildio Hafoty and tlonorviii^ (lit* n^proof td (InN 
I hniHo. 

*‘ /o/tofort/. That till' appoint inont, hy tho Soon*tary of tin* Xavy» of 
Ihiiiitd }h Marliiti rhit'f t*ri|{inot*ri im a inoinhor td tho hojird id oiirdnot^rs, to 
roporl npoM pro|HamlH for onnatniolin^ innohinory for tho Ibiiiod Slatrs^ l}iit 
said Alartiii at (la* Hiinut tiiun hoin^ pomiiiiarily iiilt*n'h(od in HOnt* of said 
pMpnsidH, in Ijorrhy roiiHiirotl hy (Ium lloiiMit/' 


N(» ivi’lum \vnH lakcn on Ihcsc ri'jinrls (luring lliiil scs- 
Micni, wliirli Un'ininatod (ni lln* •Uli nf Mairli ; Inil. in llii> 
succcoding Congfc.ss llio vc.soluliuii.s of tlic iniiKU'ily woro 
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reported favorably from the committeo on tlie expenditures 
of tlie navy department, and, after debate, Avero adopted, a 
se])arate yea and nay vote being taken on ouch resolution, 
and the vote generally being 111) in favor of the resolntion 
and 60 against, a largo number of Democrats voting for each 
resolution. 

This investigation, and the action of the House of Ko])re* 
sentatives upon it, led to radical reforms in the purchase of 
supplies in the navy department, and stamped with deserved 
tiensurc tho Secretary of the Nav}', and his subordinates, wlio 
participated in liis action. 

In the .si»ing of 1851), Mrs. Sherman and 1 started on my 
first trip to Europe, on tho steamer “ Vandorhilt,” without any 
clelinito route or plan. Fortunately, wc fornuHl on shipboard 
some pleasant acquaintances, among othors Jiidgo Harris of 
the Supreme Court of New York, afterwards Senator of tho 
United States, and his wife. Each had children by a former 
marriage, who had arrived at or near manhood or womanhood, 
and all were pleasant traveling companions. Mr. Platt and his 
wife, of Now York, a young married couple, were of the party. 
Wo wore foiTunate in the weather and the sea. I ha<l often cn- 
coimtercd the waves of hake Erio, but the occaii was to mo tlie 
gi-oat unknown, and 1 imagined that from its magnitude, its 
waves would bo in proportion to its size, but, instead, the waves 
of the Atlantic were a gentle cradlo compared with the short and 
(ihopping niovemenl. of tho lake. Since blion 1 have crossed 
tlie ocean many times, but never was sea sick. We thought 
the voyage of eleven days a brief one, but now it is reduced to 
six or seven days, on vessels much greater and stronger. Wo 
landed safely at Southampton late in the ovouing. Many of 
the passengers left immediately for Tiondon, but our party, 
with others, wont to tho hotel. Wo sooniod to overcrowd the 
capacity of tho place. One of onr piis.scngcvs, a young gentle- 
man from Baltimore, said to mo he would drive out tho.so Eng- 
lislnnon, who were quietly enjoying themselves in the waiting 
room. Ho had been a quiet gontlomnrily passougor, but he 
changed his tone and manner, was boi.sterous in his talk and 
rather rudo. One by one the Englishmen departed, slumming 


Ki rinNS 


jK. .inx.i a Mini' l«mk at 

■ 1(!mI i Ii 'IiiiIh'iI iiiit il " I lit' rnii>l M a> rli'ur," iiiiil (lirii 

111 hi* ii aial tiuiiMii'l' 111* Miiil 111* klU'W (lii'.su 

I i>,'u Ima n, <ti«*l llinti):*)il hi* wmihl j'ivi* Ihi'ill ll cluitic-l* 111 
Hu- ll »l Aiui'iu'iiii*.. Alii'V hmv» wailing \vt' Unil a 

i»ts fill- ll. -ll il.n, i.j i!h. ilikv rulliiuniKr, wi* visili-il (In* 1,sli» iif 
W I. •ill, ...ll*! v\hiii 1 ' iiir>ii>iiiii*i( I hi’ “Nt'W lAirr.**! " whii'h in vi'i'y 
i.M .-M !< -I’i ill IK iiiiil I*, ail l•|•l•n luirk iii.ili’uil iif it ron>Ml. In 
Bii* ihiiii'l laki* ini«*>l lni\i*h'f3< \vi* .miniMvi’Hl til liiiu- 
.h ».i t hi-^ n«\ mi* nitift* hy Uu* umir'uiliim of 

mt’U wiul WuUii'U wlm livi'il lllttl ilii’il ill il- lliiui hy llio 
mS ll.- I'lulihiuj*’ uial imhlif wiiikM, Kvcry al iccl- mid 
Iu.41.1 hfii III |I ll•l•.llh•ll till* liititH’s I»f lii’l-MitiM wlliian writ- 

IK.-- I ha«l I.a*l. aiai I'l kIIii’I i wIium’ I--* llliull* Illl’IH im- 

8u*.i«aS \ r.iihaiiK-iil \\a . Util ill Mv.*.iiiu \\i> aluUl I'UI'd imr 
ti ll n. 1 ..Kih.ii uiiiil **iir ifUiiii. M\ {liiiliiSfiiUmiilwiisi'a- 
I, iiii;- Ml- Shfi'iimii, a tluiifdili’i' iif .IuiIk<' 

lit i.K . .tmi iilliiiitif . a llitiKiiifdi Sfiiirli wiiiniin, 

a 1 . 1 Ml. I I..1 ii.i i-n i.il I'l’iii'i.il tiiii-i wi'ic’ hnrii in 
\ ,, , 1 1, , .ill- « ,i (iuiiili.it aiih i-’i-iil I i -h hi'.liirv, ami \vilh 
n,, j .|.hv .‘■‘I ..ihuiil «'m M '>» hi KtUiiliuiyh uml iU 

..i.i,.... Ik I hUi- a iflmii It. laimliaiM’i’iii’s. In uiir 

ih.M i*i.vn.- v. (uiw.i.l. Ihr lak.-’ .”li.i.|.i il ill ( ‘alli’inli’i- iiViT 
.n.ii’lai hN.kiiiM mill III.’ urIMilli’il I'liiiirli Ui* .‘.lm•(l•lI 

Si.f IhiiikliiMi l.ii'li,'**. llliull* fiiiiinm ill SriiH’.i ‘'l.iitly Ilf llio 
' ■■ lliarkhiiii''’ lhiiiiih’iiii^,M\aM’“’ i-** u hintnliful nmrii«h*i 

i.„ i.h III a 1-1.1.. • . .dh .l ihi- Ihidw.’ id UiufKltmi. hy a immiiliiin 
hi*. UK iiiU. -l 111.- h.-llu-, ahi.iil a mil" fn'iii 111 " nHiij/" "f I’nt- 
hi .l. 1 111 M. iii.-nli \h..'" ai ha.Mi \\lii’i"lh" hmuK pivcipl- 
, i! . IS ii..iii .1 h.•u•hl mI at li-a-l .*.«i f.-.’t. I h"iv isnirimii. 
fill Ih" fiiv.'iurii..* ..f III" iK'i^dihiali.i'iil. II niMir hint hnil)li*, 
,.i i.KmiiI (hi.-.- l.-.-t HI hi.-adlh, ulul \\»llu*ul Wi\vr^, VvIlIfU IM 
... ,M.. h I.. U’ i tu -.•.t hy a wiIIh.iiI aweniui a|.i*n’liolt- 

I \V. v.. i. t*.hl ll vva-ihiH ll ^llt•^^ «ulK. a mil" i*r I W". hill. 

I hat .Si-Miiidt mil"Hi\"r"\"i > hmj,'. H'l lli" \v(iy 

W. . IK ‘.m.** i"l IHI I.M auiiiaii, ^ll••*'|•.l iiiSrt.lfli i.laiil, nf wliniu 
.K.iim. .1 tlu- «ay tu IhaiKliiiii I.iuIh". Shu lamvlud mil. Iho 
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way, and in return asked ns wlicre we lived. Wo told her 
tho United States. She replied, in language we could hardly 
unclor.stand, “Ah, yo maun come a lang way to spay it,” She 
then told us where to leave tho road and how to lind the 
bridge. There was notliing remarkable at the bildge, nothing 
to justify “ But wild as Bracklinn’s tluindering roar,” but the 
genius of Sir Walter invested it with his glamour. 

Jt ]iu(l uuKjli of glamour iniglit 

To malco a In^ly soom si Icnighl*” 

The lakes of Scotland wo would cull bay.s. 'I'hc waters of 
tho ocean fill the deep dcpros.sions botwcon high hills. A boat 
rido over these interlocked water's was pleasing, but the views 
did not imprc.ss me like the la.kcs in Switzerland i?i tho }ni<l.sf, 
of high mountains, nor did they compare with the grandeur of 
the Yellowstone Lake, 0,000 feet above the sea, witlr surround- 
ing mountains rising to the height of 12,000 foot, and cov- 
ered with snow. AVe wore much pleased with Scotland 
aud its people until wo arrived at Gla.sgow, Here wo walked 
about the city. It socincd to bo crowded with discontented, 
unhappy people, with sad faces and poorly clad. We were 
told not to go into certain portions of tho city, as wo might be 
insulted. 

We soon left Glasgow for Belfast and visited different parts 
of Ireland, and especially the city of Cork, and Lake ICillavncy. 
The southern part of Tr'cla.nd was very beautiful, tho liorbago 
was fresh aud green, and the land productive. 'I'he groat draw- 
back was the crowds of beggars, who would surround us whovc- 
over we wont, soliciting alms, but they were generally good 
humored. 1 saw little of tho disposition to light attributed to 
them. At a subsequent visit I saw much more of Ireland and 
the Irish iwoplo, but on this, my finst visit, I left with a very 
kindly impression of the country and the people. We have 
more people of Irish descent in tho United States than now 
live in Ireland, and they have done their full part in our do- 
volopmout, not only as laborers, but in all tho walks and pro- 
fessions of life. They are heartily welcomed in our midst. If 
all tlie discontented i^cople of Ii'eland would migrate to tbo 
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Uuitecl States, wc would welcome them if they would leave 
their Irish vs. English politics behind them. We have enough 
possible points of controvei-sy on this continent with Great 
Britain, without importing from that country old controversies 
that have been the occasion of wars and rumors of war for 
centuries. 

We made but a short stay in Dublin and crossed the chan- 
nel to Caernarvon. Here we took the old tally-ho coach. 
Despite all that is said about railroads and steamboats, I believe 
in the old-fashioned stage coach, and especially in the one in 
which we crossed tho hills of Wales, in full view of Mount 
Snowdon. We remained over Sunday in a villiigo on the way, 
inquired for tho church, and wore shown to a very pretty 
church building near by. Wlien we entered we found perhaps 
ten or fifteen persons, mostly women. The pastor, with an 
assistant, soon entered, and services commenced. The pastor 
road his part, and the assistant led, and practically made, the 
responses. The singing was led by the assistant and shared in 
by the few women present. The sermon was short and life- 
I0S.S, and the entire service— though read from the Book of 
Common Prayer, as lino a model of imjn-ossive English as ex- 
ists— was spiritless. When we left the church we met lines of 
well-dressed, but plain, proper men, women and children in 
Sunday garb. I inquired where these people came from, and 
was informed they w'ere Methodists on the way homo from 
their mooting house. This settled the question with me. The 
church I attended was the “established church,” supported by 
taxes on all tlie peoide, and the Methodist meeting was the 
church of the people, supported by thoir voluntary contribu- 
tions. How such a policy could have been sustained so long 
was beyond my comprehension. Our policy of respcc.t and 
toleration for all religious sects, but taxes for none, is a better 
one. 

Our party, still consisting of Judge Harris and family, Mr. 
Platt and wife, and Mrs. Sherman and mysolf, visited several of 
the central counties and towns of England, chiefly the towns 
of Warwick, Stratford, Kenilworth and Tieamington. This is 
well trodden ground for tourists, and I need not repeat the 
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11111113' ilf‘H('.rii>(it>iis of iiilorc'sl iiijf itliiri'.s tmii ||u* lii.slorit* niiim-.s 
and nvonlrt alliu'lu'il lollu'in. 

VVlum 11(1 ?•(■( nriK'd (o l.ntHloti, I li.silcd Nk* ('onrf.*’ of Imi, 
Wt'slniiii.sidv Alilioy, and llin now l‘tn-liiinn'nl IIoiim*. I liad 
no dillic.nll.y in Kuiiiin^ frno iutcss In lln* /'ullcry of llin IIoiim' 
of (!oininons liy Hlalin}j[ ilial. I wiis a Mi>inlit>i' of lln> IIoiim' of 
Jfniin'.stMilal ivi's. Thoiif^di I liiid li'lli'csof inirodnclion to nii'in- 
lioi'H of I’arlianiciil ( did iiol prosinif llii'iii. .Iudp:c I iiinin wii.s 
/ 4 :r('ally inicrcsit'd in (lii> pidccfdinK.s of llio Coiirls nf l.omloii. 
Avliilo I ivitndori'd Diinnf'li oiory purl of IIk* (uviil cil.v. Wo 
allonilod. I>y invilalion. a diiini*r pivtni li.s llio Oolil' iiiitir.N 
(inild, and acci'plod soino iii\ ilnlioiis, niiionn Ilii'iM Dial of Mr. 
iMorp;an, I lio li'adiiif' Anioricaii liiiiiKor in l.oiidnn. 

Oiir fiaiKi'iiial parly llani H-panilod willi nmliail npiol. 
dialKo Harris poiinK lo llii> llliino anti M is. Sla i nian and I 
lo I’aris. I loro wi' rointiinod sonio linio. Sonaloi- Snniiii'r, 
ijol- yol, I'orovorod from llio Moivs <if lljooKs, had hoon 
sonin Unio in I’aris anti nooonipaiiioil ns lo 1101113 'd llio 
nolod plaoos in lliai oily anioiiK I limn I romoinlior Hio ;4ia\o 
of Ijafayniln, 

Onr visil, was ditrinK Hm l’’riinoo.|laljiin-AiislriHii War. ( 
was anxious In roach llio soal. of war. On Iho way wo inado 
linrriod visils lo (tmn>va. and l.iilio l.oniun, Aflor lia\oi>inj^ 
(his lalio \vn look ||h> ooar)i ovor Iho Alps, on On* mad hi Milan, 
sloppinp: sovorni linios on Iho way. Wo passtsl n\or (ho haltlo 
Hold III iMap'oiila Iml a fow days afli-r llio halllo was fnnplil. 
Wo saw Ihoro lln> sinns of doslrncliio war. Tho l.illod liad 
Ik'ou liiiriod and Iho wiminlod Wffo in hospilalv, Iml lln< 
stnoll of rioad hoixi's poisonod Iho air. ami Iho niarl.H of iho 
halllo worn on iilinosi oiory Innihi'. Wo pii.Hlioil on lo Milan 
and worn coinforlahly i|iiiirlorod. Tin* oiJ.v wjo< fnllof.-ol 
diors on Iho way lo iho iiriiiy In Iho oiisiwanl. |l wa . Ihon 
known Ihal. a halllo was ahoni In ho fonplil al Nidloiino. I 
was vor.y anxious lo wilno.ss a halllo. ilonoral Ciilloialon, of 
Iho Hniloil SInlos ariny, was allaohoil as an aiil lu Iho 
l•’ron<•h army, and I sookIiI Iho samo fuoilily. hni Iho anlhoii 
lios wonhl iiol porinil il. I was a.ssnroil Ihiit in\ hor-t' would 
ho liikoii from mo. o.spooinD.i as | oonhl md .--ponk I'lonoh. 
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and that I would be treated a.s a spy unless I was formally 
attached to a particular command. I thei-efore gavo up iny 
ceiitoniplated trip and awaited tbo battle, which occurred in 
a day or* two. T then returned to Switzerland by the Simp- 
lon Pass and visited Berne, Luzerne, and Neucbatel. From 
i.honco T i-oturned to London and soon after embarked on the 
" Vandoi’bilt” for home. 
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I HIM Mlirtnl fur III!' Tlih<l Tri ill •- Ihvmmi'm i.f Vlirtliiiii !•> .I«liii llrMiiii Illi lii«l 
„„,i III'. ili.T ll.li.. I .. 

•• Iiiiiii'iiiliiiK IVImIm” Aiium |•■■|t^l..^.l 4 ... Hiiin in-Hi i >4 \ Ill 

IIm- lliiiirii' I III i ;i.. liMii ivdi-. Ill - 1 Mx U. ( Iv 

(.l^'lllll.•|| Alliii t. Wllliiliiiiial Ilf •"> Niiim-iiihI • 

Wv riuvti uivvii '‘I 4 I 

IIII'I Hti»i I* I' ll* hin liiiu ni * * ’ 

III U'llliv*' I II V •' IMII Hi*’ 

Mni ull Tniilf A» I Ni* »'•“ 

'I'm IIM jii« Mv 11^11* 'I 

O N lim ‘JDIh (if .Inly, isHs, 1 uTi'ivftl I lu* tiiiiKH‘i-.iuiiiil 
noiitiuiil'idii ftir my lliinl Idvm willumt njuiuiilinn, 
ami, in (U’.l(»Ui'V fiilldwia^, wuh I'Uu hnl um a 
()[ Uid Jllil li (!migiiw, hy Ik iiuijtirily of ‘J.ii:}! ii\dr S. .1. 
ral.nc.lc, lUmincml.. 

'I'lm monmmlilo camimimi in UliimiH in fiml. ymir cvcilinl 
liidfouml iiilmdsl. IlirmiKlnml. Ilm Ihiilcil Stuli'i, Ha* ildlmlc I'f- 
l.U'ium Ihm^liisiuHl l.inciiln jiHruc.linn iMiiM'r.ial iiHfnl inn, 'I’hn 
ivsiill. wiiH ravonihlo (o anil Ilm Ii<;.M‘'1u 1 im* ii* l•lr^ll•tl 

liiiii Sotialiir, I'ul. Mr. liiiicoln uilniimil micli ili'.fiucl iim uml 
|l|•(lmilmllcd ns lo jilucM him iil. tuint in Ilm pinilitm nf a hu iiii*r 
alildcamliiliiln for Ilm incHiilmicy in iMid. ‘riiii itnliuti* inaili* 
it c.loar Mial' Ilm .slru|,r),(ln lii*!\viu‘u frcn umi .‘ihun iuiiiiiniinim 
wan 1,0 ho coiiiimiiHl iiinl (n hi'cmnm Ilm cimtmlliiij^ i'"in» nf ilm 
ful-nro. 

TIio imivdm* nf lll•t»h'r^cl^ hy Terry, in i ’iilifninia, mi Ihn Nllli 
(it H(fpi.oiiih('r, iHtdl, tniilm’ cnlnr (}f ailiml, I'M ilml |iiiif)imi>l in- 
l(u•t'M(•, ami iiimln dial. h( III n |{i<{nihliciiii, Tim nhn'Iinn nf u r!"' • 
enmi' in Oliin, in Ilm fall <if niiil, yeiir, {in'ci'ihnl hy a itnliiiln nf 
immh inlnrasl, hnl.winm William DiMinisnii, I Im Hnimhlicun can- 
iliilali', ami ifuilKn |{iuiin*y. Ilm l■l•nnM'lulic cunilitliif*’, inMcit 
thready In Ilm pnlilitail l•^.cil(•ml<llf. limn i'\ii>l iii^', ami nnilnl n> 
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Iln' (•li'i’iidii Ilf Mr, l)('nnisnn. A H'W days ufliM' llii.s (>li‘c(ii)U 
on llu* [Till of Oi-lolior (In* invasion of Ilia Slala of \'ir^inia 
liy iloliii Ih'owii .slari latl Ilia rounlry. ainl. mora Ilian all olliar 
niiisas, iiidiisail Ilia soiilli(>ni iiao|ila In aslaia of Kiaal axrilc*- 
niinil, aiiioiuiliiiK lo rran/y. Ilrown, willi a faw rnllowinx of 
no (list inci ion, ('a|il iiraii Ilia I’nili'il Slala.s ai><i'iial al- lliii'iiar’s 
Karry, look possassioii of Ilia lirid^a u liiali l• 1 ■n,s.sa,s Uia Poloniac, 
rorlifyini' il wilU nuinou, kIojuhmI Imins, ani. Udama^di wiras, 
kitiad savaiul iiiaii, and st'i/ad nmny proniiiK'til aili/aiiH, hold" 
iii}i[ I ham as hoHliigas, Wild ra)iorlH wm’a ain’iilalad of a visa 
of Ilia ti(*^ro('s in lha iiaighhorhood, Ilia iiiirisin^ acconitianiad 
liy all Uia horroi's of a sm'vila war, and a gi'iiaiul alann pra- 
vailad (hroiighoiik lha SUika of Virginia iiRii Uia nonlh. ’I'lia 
iiiKiinarlioii was, howavar, spaadily Hnppri'Hsml, mainly hy lha 
Hilda niitilia, and lha faw insiirganUs nol. kilhsi W(n‘(i capLiirad 
hy Uniti'd Slalas nmrinas nndar Colonal lloht'vl. I'i. haa, hoou 
iiflarwnrdH io ha (•(nnniaiidar-in-i’liiar of lha raind forci'H in lha 
I'ivil W'nr. 

Ilrown was Iriisl for ninrdar iind aM<nila*l, 'riii.s foolish 
iind rriniiniil inviisioii was lha work of a fiinuliawlio all his 
lifaliina had haaii a \iolaiil o|i|uisi>r cd slavi'iy. and w howliila 
in Kansas laid parliaipalad niora or lass in (ha OsHwalaniia 
iniirdars, 1 1 is son was killatl hy (ha "hordar inlliiin.M" naar his 
honia in KansiiH, for whiah a faiirfnl ri'vaiiga was laUaii upon 
lha ninrdarai-H, ilrown, having iilwayH haan an Aholil ionisl . 
and halng ani’/.ad hy llnw avanla, haliiwad il his duly lo wuga 
a ralanllasH war agaiiiHl Klavary. ami, wiih lha I'onraga hnl 
HliorlHigliladiiasH of a faiiarn', and wilh lha hopa of lha ns- 
HiHlann' of lha slavas of lha Honlli nndarlmd< IhiH wild Hcliania 
(o sanira UiiMr fraadoni. 

Pndar Hindi a,\ailing c’ondilion.s I'oiigrass aonvmnsl on lha 
rdh day of Darainhar, iHhh. dividad poliliaally inlo Id*.) Hi*piih- 
licaiiH, iOl DmiiocralH and ‘J7 Aiiiariaans, N'o parly liavinga 
niajorii.y, il. wiw faarad hy Honia lhal. Iha.saaaasof |H,'irj, whan 
IliinkH wiiH aUndisI Kpaiikar only iiflar a long Hirnggla. woiihl ha 
rapaulad. Thai aontaKl wiw ainhsl hy lha mloplion of lha idii* 
ralily rnh', hnl in lliks ciiHa a niajorily l■onld nol agraa upon 
Kindi a riihs and lha only possilda way of alaiding a Npaakar 
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was by a fusing of Members until a majority voted for one 
pei'son. 

It was \vell iindemtood that tlio Republican vote would be 
divided between Oalnslra A. Grow and myself, and it was agreed 
between us that whiohevor received a majority of the Republi- 
can vote should be considered as the noinineo of that party. 
On the first vote tor speaker, Thonnus 8. llocock, of Virginia, 
tho Democratic candidate, received 86 votes, I received 66, 
Galusha A. Grow 48, sind 21 scattering. Mr. Grow thou with- 
drew his name. On tho same day John R. Clark, of Missouri, 
offered this resolution: 

“ WiiKKKAS ooHiiiti i\reinb((i's of lliis House, now in noiiiiniitioii for 
ipesikor, did iiidorso and recoiniiUMid llio book lioreiiiafter nionliouod, 

Tlial tlio dootiino and senlinuuils of « eorliiin book, culltui 
'Dio Impending Crisis of llio South — How to meet il,’ [uirportiiig to havo 
been written by ono Hinton It. Holjier, aro insurrectionary and hostile to tlio 
■loinestio peace and tranquility of tho oounlry, and that no Jfoinbor of this 
House who has indorscid and recoininondod il, or tho ooinpond from it, is fit 
to bo speaker of this House.” 

In the absence of rules, Mr. Clark was allowed to speak 
without limit and ho continued that diiy and tho next, reading 
ind speaking about the Helper book. John A. Gilmer, of North 
Jiirolina, offered as it substitute for the resolution of Mr. Clark 
t long preamble closing with this resolution: 

"Therofore. rcnolvcd, Tlml, fully imUn-siiig ihoso national sontimonts, it 
s tho duty of every good citi/mi of this Union to riwst all attempts at 
enowing, in (’ongross or oiit of it, Iho .shivery agitation, nndor whiilover 
ihiipe and oolor the atlum|>t may bo nnidc.” 

A motion was made to hty both resolutions on tho table, 
tnd was lost by a tie veto of 116 yeas and 116 nays. In the 
ibsoncc of rules a general debiito followed, in which southern 
VIombovs threatened that their constituents would go out of 
.ho Union. 'I’he excitement over tho proposition to compile a 
)olitical pamphlet, by F. R. Rlair, an eminent Democrat and 
daveholdcr, from a book called “The Impending Crisis,” writ- 
.on and printed by a southern man, seemed so ludicrous that 
VO regarded it as imuiufactured frenzy. After John S. Mill- 
ion, of Virginia, a conservative Democrat, who was opposed to 
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Dim iiil i'M(}iim) ioM of Dim ('liir)i immiIuDom, liail M.\)ii)iilMil iMiii.siiiil 
iMMliii^;, t .siiiil: 


'• 1 tnitll riMiiiK'Dt wUli iiitlilTi'rriit'is limiUMn 

1 |ih*Hiimrti it \Mw ill fm* tin* uf tin 

liiiti, Hill till* iiiiinniM' tif tho fimn iiiv ii**<|um* 1 fur Ihm 

lioijtf in IJinr'#*, ni\ in'^iirrl fin’ liiv <’)inrnrlrr» iiM»l llit* M’limiv 

iui|iri***^li>n this tiiultt*) h* liu\i« iimili* iipitti iniitil, imlurn inn 

III hin II fnw \M»i«l'^. I 11 ^* 1 % tlial tin* Inlti*!' 1 M'IhI it|» ttms lin inml," 


'I’liM riilldwiuK ImIImi* whs lliMnMi|iiiii vmiuI fitiiii Du* (•IcM’k'a 

(ImhU; 

\\*AN|M Mi m»N ( *H V . I InriMHluM’ H, (Sriil* 
UfAII Silt! I lluil II tlnlnilr luiH lUiHtni ill 1 *h||^M«*mh til wllii‘ll 

Mr, llnljinr'n littoli, tlin * i lH|ip||t)il 4 f ( is lilinijt^llt tlji Iis J|)| l•^| 1 Mlll 1 ht Ilf 
]fn|il||i|il<il1l |»t ihri|»lr*4. tin* lllllllt's uf liniliV |iD|t(tti^r j (i«|n|iilii*itll'i illr 

jil'n.si’litt'il us it'i tiiiiiimiMliii^* u riiiii|ii*iii liniM of tin* it i‘< jiiiiinn' tliut 1 

mIiiiiiIiI «*\|»liHn Imw tlimi* iiiiliins unn Mliluiiin't in imUihms* uf |)ii* jiiililiru 
linn. Mv. t(nl|M*i (ii«»ii|r(ii iij't \uuiU tM iiit< ul Sjiiiiti' til i'>jihunt* uiitl 

1 iMSiiiiliiriiii, if 1 lliiilljiiit \M*)I nf il, U'l il VMilli Iti |m* iMin ill I uj*i’t I li) Hn|aili 
luMIlS, I litul iH'li'l it lli'fiili'. Afli’l in* :il, I Uliiln tcl Ml . 

lli*l|ini, ni tiiM liiijt tlitii it I iliji i't iiMiiil ill* ill iiKtm 1*111 tii'iilin <, i«i ] 

unil 111* jin i‘*l MU', lii uijtiiiy, thni wiMiltl lili^uiii* llit* 
liii|is li^ lUnittiiiji' 1*11111*')^ ulti'iin** ill** iiitiM**r i ilt jii<t« *l in. | tii|ili*i 
llml i( uus 111 i'iiiisri|iti'iti I* Ilf lit'4 II •Mi.iiii'i* t*i III** ilitif till* iiltnii\ II Ills MiutitT 

in till* V\M>;)|) Im* I*1| |*»ll /Mt»'»l, iImI \|i*|Jli«i*f 'I j •/ t S 

Mill nlhi*r Uilhinhliiil 1ii»*n niH»int.t llm lii*|*nli)n .ms \\» io iiMliir. ii l«i lln'ii* 

iMuthlnhltlM'n l«i till* I'ir^MilitiiiMi nf tlm nlitiMit r»ti tti In* »*\|iiii|.*4it**il 

lliiN. .itm.** SiiniMAX. * ‘ * . 

hiHor Snunt.'. 

\ lliMu cMnliinu'il: 


1 iln nul ris nllri'l llin |iu|ii‘r r»*f**fr»*»l \ Iml I )»i*’SiniM*, finiii 

IMV imiiM' u|i|u*itt in tin* iinuti'il list, iliut I ilnl il. 1 tlii*r«*ft«ii* luuUn 
till i*S(i*ii»*i* nf tiiul kitiil, ( iii'wr i» iu( Air, ili*l|ii«t*s nr tlii* i «*ni|**'iii(iMiii 

fiiUlMltsi U|mn il, I liu\n h»*\i*r hi*rn ii **f i*itlt.*i. An»l Ini**, Mi. 

I*li*rlt, 1 InliSM till* iiiaUrr; l>m u** tMuh\ Imt ^li tlinn.n, Im i u s^ml 

uliiittl iin*. ( ilnnirn tn tliut r^iins* I |iu\o Ins'ii ii Afniiiin i nf ifin ffnipi*, I 
ItUVi* iilsviiyu ntMlrn\nnsl In i*it)liliiln llin i niii iniil knnt ti’lnl liUin (liul 

liri‘ ilui» frnm niu* tn luiniimr. I in'Vrr in nii\ M«'inli>*r 

mic'li Irtti^uti^i* tiH I Imvn iiriirtl lit'iluy, { i*r sm li m |i»* 

iiililri*KHi*i| to int% if 1 fitn itvoiil il, J ii|j|it*jil in nn linMn* nl, u 

|ii*rMitl (tf four vniirn, in iIiIh lnuly ; itml I now tliui tin*!*' n«*i u 
i|ni*hiinn ui^itutin^ Uh* |iuli(ii* tniititi iinl u Mn^ln (ci|iir on wlm li ili.-r** i an In* 
uuulioiiu! ji'JilniiMy or J*ri*tinj|jil roninn f.n*y, n on tin* oihor 
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aide of the House thrust suclt subjects ii|)on us. I repent, not a single rpies** 
lion. We have pursued a course of studied silence. It is our intention to 
organize t!\u jlouso cjuiotly, decently, in order, witliout vituperations; and 
wo trust to show to Miunbers on all sides of the House that tlio party with 
whioli I Imvo the Itonor to act can adiniuistor this House and admiiiistor this 
goYorninent without trespassing on the rights of any.” 

ifioon after, in answer to an inquiry from Shelton F. Leake, 
of Virginia, I said: 

“Allow 1110 to H!ty, onco for all, and 1 liavo Haul it fivo tiinos on this floor, 
llnil J am opposf'd to ajjy intorfermco wliatevrr f)f tlio j^eoplo of tlio free 
states, with tliu rolallon of master and slave in tlm slavo states.” 

Tliis was followed by a lioatod dohaio, the iiifinifest pnriiose 
of which was to excite soctionul iiiiiinosity, and to compel 
southern Americans to cooperate with the Democratic Mcm- 
hors in the election of a Dcmocrsit for speaker. The second 
ballot, taken on tlio closo of tho .sc.s.sioii of Dctunnljor 8, ex- 
hibited no material chungo oxcoi)t that the llopiiblican vote 
concentrated on mo. I rccoivcd 107 votes, Mr. Ilocock 88, Mr. 
Gilmer 22, and 14 .scattering. 

The debate continued and was participated in by iny col- 
league, S. S, Cox, wlio askod me about tho fugitive slave law. I 
declined, as 1 had before, to answer any interrogatories and 
said: “I will state to him, and to gcntlciuen on tho other side 
of tho llouHO, that 1 stand iqmn my puldie record. I do not 
expect tho support of goutlemen on that side of the llou.se, 
who have, for tlio last four yeais, boon engaged in a scTies of 
moasuves— none of wind) 1. a.pprovo. 1 have no answers to 
give to tho)n.” 

Tl)e third ballot pj’oduced no material change. I received 
110, Ilocock 88, Gilmer 20, and 13 scattcisug. 

Ju (,ho meantime, tho invasion of HarpeiAs Derry was de- 
bated in the Somite at great length and with oxlromc violence, 
producing in l)oth Douses intonse irritation and excitement, 
koitt, of Soutli Carolina, chaiged upon tho Jlepiiblicajis tlie re- 
sponsibility of Helper’s book and Jolni Brown’s foray, exclaim- 
ing: “The south here asks nothing but its rights. ... I 
would have no more; but, as God is my judge, as ouo of its 


172 


RECOLLECTIONS 


Ropresontativos, T would shatter this rcpuhlic from turret to 
foundation-stone l)efore 1 would take one tittle less.” Lamar, 
of Mississippi, declared that the Republicans w'ero not ‘‘guilt- 
less of the blood of John Rrown and his co-conspirators, and 
the innocent men, tlio victims of Jiis rntliless vengeance.” 
J’ryor, of Virginia, said Helper’s book riots “in rebellion, trea- 
son, and insiuTcction, and is i»recisoly in the spirit of the act 
which startled >is a few' weeks since at Harper’s Ferry.” Craw- 
ford, of Georgia, declared; “We will never submit to the 
inauguration of a black Republican President.” 

Tbc Republicans generally remained silent and demanded a 
vote. 

Mr. Corwin, then a Representativo from Oliio, elected after a 
long ab.senco from public life, endeavored to qniot the slorm. 
Frequent threats of violence were uiknod. Angry controver- 
slos sprang up hotwren Monihens, and ]»or.‘<(»nal collisions were 
7'0peat0(lly (.iiicatenrd bj-’ ^Jlentbers, artned and ready for con- 
llict. Ko such scenes had ever Ixifore occurjod in the Congress 
of the Hnitod Stal<'s. It apjH'ared many I imes that the threat- 
ened war would coinmnncc on tlie lloor of the House of Rep- 
rosontaiivos. '.I'ho llonso remaim'd iii so.ssion the ^veek hcHvccn 
Christmas and Now Year’s Day. During this e.vcil.omont my 
vote steadily increased nntil on the 4th day of January, IHhO, 
on the 25th ballot, 1 camo within three, votes of election; the 
whole number of votes cast being 207; necessary to a choice 
104, of which 7 rceoived 101. John A. McClernand, of Illinois, 
roccivod 88, Gilmer 14, Clement L. Vallandighani, of Ohio, 12, 
and the remainder were scattering. 

At tliis time Hom'y Winter Davis, of Ahwylaml, an Ameri- 
can, said to me, and to others, that whenever his vote ^vould 
elect mo it should bo cast for me. J. jMonison Harris, also an 
American from the same state, was understood to occ-upy t he 
same position. Garnett 13. Adraiu, of New Jor.sey, an anli- 
Locompton Demoemt, who had been elected ))y Ropuldicans, it 
was hoped would do the same, llomco F. Clark, of Now Yoih, 
also ail anti-Lecompton Democrat who had lieen elected liy Re- 
publicans, could at any moment have settled the contrcn'oisy 
in my favor. It was well known that 1 stood ready to 
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withdraw whenever the mpiisite number of votes could be 
concentrated upon any Republican Member. The deadlock 
continued. 

On the 20th of January, 1860, Mr. Clark, who had intro- 
duced the Helper resolution, said: 

“I wisif to Riako a |i«rso/jal oxplaiiatioii wif}i rogarcl to my persona I feel- 
ings in tlio mattnr of this rosolutioin I novor road tlio letter of wlhcli tho 
gontloman from Georgia speaks, and do not fako to niysolf articles that 
appear in nowapapora, unless they make im^nitatioiis against my inoml 
integrity, TJmt rosolntion was in trod need by mo, as I liave frequently 
remarked, with no personal ill-feeling towards Mr. Shennan, tlie Kopuh- 
lioan eaiulidato for speakm*, apart from wJint T considorod to )>o an improper 
act of his — lunnoly, the recommendation of that book. So far as that affects 
luH political or social chanioler, bo must of couiso boar it.’* 

I replied as follows: 

*‘Tho gonllomuu from Misstmri, for the (list time, 1 bcliovo, has 
annoujHiod that it was liis purpose, in introducing ibis resolution, to give 
gontlemeu an opportunity to explain thoir relations lo tlio ITelpor book, I 
ask him now wliotlier ho is willing to whlidruw tlio resolution for tlio pur- 
pose he has indicated, tomporunly, or for any lime? ” 

Mr, Clark said : 

I will endeavor to answer tho gentleman. J avowed my purpose 
frniddy at tho time I introduced the resolution, in the remarks with whitdi 
J acoojjij>nnicd its introduction. Tho gontlcman from Ohio propounds tlie 
fjuestion more din^etly whetlun* J sun willing to withdraw tho resolution for 
tho |>urpt)ao winch I avow? Sir, at the very instant it was offered, 1 gave 
the gentleman that opportunity and 1 have giv<m it to him since. I siiy to 
tho geutlemuri that ho has had two oppoiluiiilics to inako that explanation ; 
but lie has failed to roliovo himself of the responsibility bo look when ho 
signed that book and roeommonded its oironlation.** 

I replied : 

“ I will say that that opportunity has never been rendered to me. 
W)i on tlio gontJoimin introduced liLs roaolulifin, offensive in its eliaraeter, 
at an inqiropor time, in an improper manner, lie out off — what ho says 
now lie closires to give — an opportunity for explanation. It is true that 
throe days afterwards, wlion llio gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Mi I Ison) 
appealed to ino, T stated to Inm frankly bow my name bneamo connected 
with that paper. I did not sign tho pa]ier ; but it 80 oms that the Hon. E. 
D. ^Morgan, u Moinbor of t)i (3 last Congress, and ;\ friend of inino, came to 
mo when 1 was in my place, and asked me to sign a recommendation for 
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llio oiroulation of a political pain]>liIot, (o bo compiled by a commitfco» of 
which Mr. Blair, a slaveholder of Missouri, was one, from a hir^o book by 
Helper, a North Carolinian. I said to him tlvat I had not time to examine 
tlie book ; but if there was nothing offensive in it, bo miglit use iny niimo. 
Thevoupon, this gentleman attached my name to that paper. This informa- 
tion I did not have at Ibo time the gentleman from Virginia acUlvessed me*, 
hut 1 said to him I had no recollection of having signed the paper, but lire- 
sinned T liad, from my name appearing in the printed list. I subsequently 
acquired it from Mr. Morgan, whoso letter was juiblished. That 1 believe 
was suniciont under tlio ciroiunstanoes. 1 know there are Members on that 
side of the House who have oonsiderod it as satisfactory ; and my friends so 
regard it. At the time I stated that I had not read the book, lliat 1 did 
not know what was in it. 

*‘The gentleman ailiulos to another time. The other day, when this sub- 
ject was again brought before the House by him, in language whicli, 
although ho claims to bo courteous, I could not regard as such, when I was, 
by implication, but with a disclaimer of personal offense, charged witli dis- 
seiuiiiatiiig treason, with lighting the t(»rc)i in the dwelling of my .southern 
broil non, and of crimes of which, if 1 was guilty, 1 should not bo entitled to 
a seat upon this floor, T then rose in iny jilace, and (old fho gentleman from 
Missouri that if he would willidniw that resolution 1 would answer this book 
pngo by page, or those extracts one by one, and toll Iiim whellier J apjirovt'd 
them or not. The gontleimm refused to withdraw tlie resolution, bong 
ago ho was noliPied by mo, and my fn(md from Penn.sylvania (Mr. Morris) 
announced on the floor, that this resolution was regarded by mo ns a menace, 
and, if withdrawn, would lead to a frank avowal, or disavowal. 

say now that I do not believe it is the clesiro of the gentleman 
to give me that opportunity. If ho does desire it, 1 am willing to do now 
what I said I would have done then. And 1 say, with equal emphasis, 
that never, so help me God, wliolhor or not the speaker’s cliair is to be 
occupied by mo, will I do so while that resolution is before tins body, 
undisposed of. 1 regard it as offensive in its tone, unprecedented, unparlia- 
mentary, and an invasion of tiio rights of roprosentation. Under the nienaije 
clearly contained in it, 1 never will explain a single word conlainod in fliose 
extracts. 

“If the gentleman will withdraw his rosolufion, oven for a moinont, to 
relieve mo from the menace — ho may reinstate it afterwards if ho cliooses-- 
I will then say what I have to say in regard to those extracts. But wliile it 
stands before the House, intended as a stigma upon mo, and sustained by an 
argument without precedent in parliamentary history, ho cannot expect me 
to say more than I have done. I believe not only my friends, but llie 
gentlemen on the other side of the House, who have a sense of honor, believe 
that niy position is correct. T know that some of them regard my statement 
made on the third day of the session as full and satisfactory, and all that, 
under the circumstances, it was proper for mo to indicate. 
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“For gentleinon now to press lliis nuitlor ; to agitato llio country; to 
spresitl those oxtnicts all ovor tho south, and to charge the sontiinents of this 
book upon me, and my ussochitos hero; to proolaim, day after day, iiial the 
Re[)ublicans entoituin those so/itimo/its and indorso thorn, is not that 
ingenuous, candid and manly course winch a great party like the Demooratio 
party ought to pursue. While we may conduct oiir political (juarrels with 
heat, and discuss iimttors with y.oal and dulonmuation, it ought to be done 
with fairness and frankness. The mode in which this resolution has been 
pressed before the country, and I, with my hands tied and my lips sealed 
as a c?anclichilc, luivo boon arraigned day by day, is without a precodont, not 
only in history but in ]>arty (mucuses, in state h'gisluturos, in state conven- 
tions or anywlmro else. 

“I said when I rose tho oilier day tlmt my public opinions \v(u-e on 
record. I say so now. Gentleinon U])on tho other side have said that 
tlioy have examined that record to ascertain what my political opinions 
wore. Tlu^y will look In vain for anytliing to excite insurrection, to disturb 
tho jjeaeo, lo invade tho rights of tlio states, to aliomit(^ tho north and south 
from each oilier, or to loosen tho ties of fraternal fellowship by which our 
pco[)le have been and should bo bound togotlior, I am for tho Union and 
tho conslitution, with all tho oompromises under which it was formed, and 
all tho obligations which it impo.sos. This has always boon my posilion ; 
and those opinions have boon avowed by me on this floor and stand now 
upon your records. Who has brouglit anything from that rocoixl against mo 
that is worthy of answer? . , . 

“I have never sought lo invade the rights of tho southorn states. I 
have uovor souglit to Iramplo upon tho rights of oitizons of tlio southorn 
states. 1 have my idea about slavoi’y in tlio torritarios, and at tlio pixjpcr 
time and in tiic proper way J am willing lo discuss tho question. 1 never 
made but oiu^ speed i on tho subjoet of slavery, and that was in rebironce to 
what J regarded as an improper remark made by President Pierce in 185(5. 
I then spread upon tho rocoixl my o])lnions on llio subject; and I have found 
no man to imll thorn into ipu^stion. ^I'hey are tho opinions of tlie body of 
the Re|)ublieans. Tiioy are tlie opinions which I now entertain, Gent (omen 
are at liborly to diseuss these questions as much as they dioosn, and I will 
bear my sliaro of tlio rosjionsibility for cjntortaining those opinions. Hut I 
now s|)oak to my personal record. . , . 

“Again those goiitlomcn, while jHiblisliing in tlioir spec'chos all ovor the 
country that 1 am in clToct a traitor, elc., by imjilication, it is true, disavow- 
ing, as I am glad lo say each of them have done, any dc.sign lo bo personally 
ofl'enslvo, but in a way lliat answors tlio same purpose; yet when called 
upon to show ])roofs or siieeiflcations, they fail lo do so ; and tho only act 
for which I have boon arraigned before the Amorican pcojile is that, in a 
momont when I was sitting here, busy at my desk, and one of my friends, 
and lato a Mombor of this House, came to me and asked mo to sign a paper 
recommending tho puhlicatioii of a political tract; tlmt, when I authorized 
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rny name to he put to that recommendation, by that very act I became a 
traitor and would place the torch in the hands of tlio incendiary, 1 say this 
is not fair argument. And 1 again repeat that if tlie Member from Missouri 
(Mr. Chirk) desires to know wliat my sentiments are in regard to tlio extracts 
read at the cltuk’s table, tlie only portion of the Helper book 1 have seen or 
read, 1 will give Ihoin if he will reinovo a menace from me. I never did do 
any tiling under meuaro, J never will. It is not in my blood and these 
gentlenion cannot put it there.” 

Mr, Clark rose to speak, but I coiitiimed : 

“The gentleman will excuse mo, I have, so far ns I am concerned in 
this contest, boon quiet and patient. I desire to sec an organi/alion of the 
I fouse opposed to the administration. 1 think it is our highest duty to 
investigate, to examine and analyze tlie mode in which the oxccutivo powers 
of this government have been administered for a few j’cars past. That 
is niy desire, Ves sir, T said here, in llio first remark 1 made, that I did 
not believe tlio slavery (|uestion would come up at all during this ses- 
sion. L came here with the expectation that we would liavo a business 
Hcssitui, I hat we woidd oxamino into Uuj business affairs of this government, 
and that we would analyzo the causes of tlm increased expenditures of the 
government and the pro|)er measures of redress and relreii(‘hintMil. I did 
not bolieve I hut the aluvery question would come up> and but for tho 
unfortunate affair of Brown at Harper s h'orry, I did not believe there would 
bo any fooling on the subject. Northern Members eamo hero with kindly 
feelings, no man ujqivoving tbo foray of Jolm Brown and every man willing 
to say so ; every man willing to admit it ns an act of lawless violence. We 
camo here liojnng that, at tins time of poaco and (piief, we miglit oxamino, 
inquire into, and pass upon, practical lUDasines of legislation tending to 
hannonize tho conflicting clemonts of the govornmont and strengthen the 
bonds of Union. Tlio interests of a great and growing ])eoplo present prac- 
tical questions enough to tax the ability and patriotism of us all, 

“Sucli was our duty ; i)ut tho moniont we arrived hero — before, sir, wo 
iiad ovon a formal vote, — this question of slavery was raised by tho intro- 
duotion of tho resolution of tho gentliMinin from Missouri. It has had tlio 
effect of exciting the public mind with an irritating controversy. It has 
impaired the public credit and retarded tlio jiublic business. Tho debate 
founded upon it has boon unjust, olTensivo, wrong, not oidy to tlio Kopub- 
beans here, not only to those with whom I act, but to all our common con- 
stituents, north and south. The gonflomen who liavo advocated tliat resolu- 
tion have stirred up bad blood, and all because certain gontloinon have 
recommended that a compilation be made of a book. Even yet we may re- 
trieve tho loss of valuable lime. Wo could now go to work, organize tliis 
House and administer the powers of tins House with fairness and impartiality. 

*‘Tn conclusion, lot me say that by no act or effort liavo I sought tho 
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f)03ition I now occupy before tbo House, The honor was tonclerccl mo by 
tho gonorous conficloiico and ]mrtiality of those with whom it lias boon my 
pride to act, politically, Tlioir coiKhict in this irritating controversy has 
justified niy attachmonl. 

“If 1 shall over reach tlio s] leaker’s chair, it will bo with untrumnieled 
hands and with an honest purposo to discharge every duty in the spirit 
which the oath of oflico on joins ; and lo organi'/o tlio House with reference 
to die rights and interests of every section, the jieace and ])rosp(M*it 3 ^ of llm 
whole Union, and tiie efneiont diseliargo of all the business of the govern- 
ment. y\nd wliencver friends w)io have so gallantly and liberally sustained 
mo thus far believe that iny name in any way jnesoids an obsta(de to suc- 
cess, it is my sincere wish that they should adopt some other. Wheni’ver 
any one of my political friends can coiuliinc a greater number of votes tiian 
I liave boon honored witli, or sunicient to elect him by a Jiinjority or 
plurality rule, 1 will not stand in this posit ion one liour ; T will retire from 
tliu field, and yield lo any otlier gentleman with whom T act, llie barren 
honors of the speaker’s chair; and 1 promise my friends a gratefid recogni- 
tion of the unsolicited honor conferred upon mo, and a xealous and earnest 
co()poiation.” 


Pciuling the vote on tlio SUtli hiillot and beforo it waa 
announced, Jtobovt Mallory, of Kentucky, an Anierican, ap- 
pealed to tho Democrats to vote for William K. II. yniitli, of 
North Carolina, also an American, which would elect him. 
The Democrats thereupon changed their votes to Mr. Smith, 
making many speeches in explanation of their action. Per- 
ceiving that this would elect Mr. Smith I arose and for the 
lirsttime ca.st my ballot for speaker, voting for Mr. Corwin. 
Throe other Momhors who had volod for Mr. Smith changed 
their votes, which defeated the eloclion on that ballot. 

Afler this vote 1 conferred with Davis and (leorgo Priggs, 
of New York, Anicricans, and Adrain. I Jiad tlio positii\'o 
assunince of these three gentlemen that if T would withdraw 
they would vote for William I^enningion, of Now Jersey, ami 
thus secure a Itopuhlican organization of tho House. 1 re- 
ferred this proposition to my Hcpublican associatc.s, and a 
majority of them wore opposed to any change. Francis 1C. 
Spinner, of New York, said ho never wonld cliango his vote 
from mo, and Tliaddeus Stevens said he never wonld do so 
until the crack of doom. When afterwards reminded of this 
Mr. Stevens said he thought he “heard it cracking.” 
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1 folt the TCSponsiWlity, tut ou the 30tli ot iluuiuivy, IslUi, I 
(lel eniiinGd to witlidniw. In doing so 1 made t lio lolloNs in^r 
remarks, as printed in tho Congressional Globe:’* 

‘♦Mr, dork — [Loml ories of ‘Down/ ‘Down,’ ‘Order/ ‘ Onlor/ ' I .» l 
us Imvo Uio question,’ otc/] Kighi weeks ago, 1 was hoiuned \)v ik.. 
votes of ii> largo pliirnlity of niy fellow Members for tlie high oflieo ol spniKrr 
of tills Houses Siiioo that tiiiio they have adhered to their eiuMro w ilh 
hduHtv' ibnt 1ms won my devotion and n'Spoct; and, as I belh'vis fiii» 
bation of tliuir eonslitueiits. They have stood undismayed amidst ihii'ani id 
disunioTi and disorgiini'/.ation ; eonscious of tlio rcctUude of their , 

warm in their aUaeliinent to the cfinstitulion and Union, and obeillmil. t»» ih.i 

rules of order and iho laws. Tliey have boon silent, firm, nmnly, t Jn 
the otluM* hand, they have seen tlieir anoiont adversary and llnnr i*id, 
natural ad vorsiivy, reviving anew tho fires of sectional discord, uiu! Ini'h*!. 
into fragnionts. They have soon some of llmm sliiolding ihemsid h 
hind a written ooinbinalion to ])rovont tho nuijorily of tho House fmiii ]•»' 
Scribing rules for its organixation. They liiive licard otlans opiuils 
noiinco tluvats of disunion; proclaim tlmt if a Uepubilcan be d*d 4 
oUvclcd rresidoiit of tho United States, they would tear down Ihi^ « 

fabric of our rights ami liberties, and break up tim union of (Iicho sOn* - 

And now wo have soon our aneioni adversary, broken, dispersed und d 
organized, unite in supporting a gentlonuia who \vas eleett‘<l t 
gross as an Aiuorican, in open, avowed opposition to (lie Deniocmlic 
zntioiu 

“1 should regret exceedingly', and believe it would bo a nutioiiul 
ity, to Imvo unyono who is a supporter, directly or indireclly, of \h\» 
nnnislration, or who owes it any allegianco, favor or iiffeclion, oeimpi 
a position of iinportanoo or proniinonco in this 1 louse. ] would i i-giud 
as a public calamity to Imvo tho power of this House jiinccd, direiiU »• 
indirectly, under tlio control of this administration. It would bo, it p- • i. - 
to mo, a fatal jiolioy to trust tho power of this House to the ennlud » t 
gentlemen who have jirocla lined tliat under any circumstuiKM'.s, nr in him 
ovonl, they would dissolve llio union of tli(‘SO slates. For this rmiHih v- 
would bo wanting in our duty to our God and our country, if wo did !«••? 
avert siiuh a result of this Oonlest. I rogaid it ns (lie higliest rbily 
palriolisin lo submorgo personal feelings, to sacrifico all ^lersonal ju idtucri' * ^ 
and all jinvato interests, to the good of our common country'. 1 said h»’i» » 
few days ago, and 1 always stood in tho positioiu that when 1 been me t 
vinced tlmt any' of my political friends or associates could receivo fiiiih* ^ 
support outside of tho Republican organi'/ation. T would retire from the h* l \ 
and yield to him the honor of the position that the partiality of friend'* 1 
assigned to ino. 1 boUovo that limo has now arrived. 1 belie Vi* llml « 
greater concenlrnlion can nowb© uuido on anolhor goniloman, who, fnuu 
begin riing, has acted with me* 
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‘‘Tlmrufore, I rospoctfully witlKlmw niy name as a cnnclidato. AikI in 
doin^ so, allow me to return iny lioartfelt thanks for the goiierous and 
hearty support of all niy political friends, and os])eciallY to those gentlemori 
witli wlmrn J havo not the tio of n party nanm, but ihe higlior one of a coin* 
inon purpose and sympathy* And if I can ask of them one more favor, 
it wonld be that in an unbroken cohinin, with an iiufalloring front and 
un wavering line, each of tliein will east his vole in favor of any one of 
our number who can command the higiiost vote, or who can bo eleoted 
speaker of this I louse*” 

A liallot wns innnetliatcly fcalcoii, but, much to luy cluigrin, 
tho goiitieiucn named did not change tboiv votes, and Mi*, 
i'onnington si ill lacked throe votes of an election. 1 again ap- 
pealed t,o IJavis and Ih lgg-s, and linally, on the 1st of t'chruary, 
Mr. i'ennington received (heir votes. Tlio result was au- 
iionucod; Pennington, 117 voles; McClcrnand, 85; Gilmer, 1(>; 
15 .scattering; giving Pennington a majority of ono, and thus, 
after a Jong and violent contest, a Pcpnhiican was elected 
speaker of tho House of Represontativos. 

I was entirely satisllod with tho result. I had received 
every Repahlican vote and (ho votes of a largo mnuber of anti- 
Nebraska Democrats and Americans. No cloud rested upon 
mo, no allegation of misconduct or uufituess was inado against 
mo. I would have been easily and quickly elected but for the 
abnormal excitement created by Brown’s invasion and tho bit- 
terness of political antagonism oxisl.iiig at that time. Many 
Moinbers who felt it their duty to oppose niy eloction, subse- 
quently expressed their regret that T ivas not elected. I had 
voted for Mr. Pennington during the contest, had a high respect 
for him as a gentleman of chanictor and influence, long a 
chancellor of his state, and a good Republican. 

Wlien the canvas.s was over, T felt a sen.se of relief. During 
its coubiiuiancG, I had roniained, with rare oxcoplioiKs, silent, 
though strongly tempted, by political criticism, to engage in 
the debate. I had, during the struggle, full opportunity to 
estimate tlie capacity and qualification.s of different Members 
for committee posit.ion.s, and had tho commil.t.ces substantially 
framed, when Pennington was elected. I handed the list to 
him, for which he thanked me kindly, saying that he had but 
little knowledge of the personal qualifications of the Members. 
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Witli some modifications, niado iicceasary )jy iny defeat and 
his election as speaker, he adopted the list, as his own. Ho 
designated me as cliainnan of the coinmitteo of wa.ys and 
means, of which 1 had not previously been a nioinbor. 

The organization of tho House was not coniplotod until the 
9th day of Fchrnary, 18(>0. The ofliccis designat ed by tlie Ko- 
publioans were generally elected. Congre,ss seemed to appre- 
ciate the necessity of prompt and vigorous action on the 
business of the session. Still, wliatover question \viis pending, 
imlitical t.opi(!s were the object of debate, but were rai’oly actcul 
upon, as 1.he ccnidilion of the House prevented anything like 
political action. Nearly all the measures adopted wore of a 
jion-political character. The chief work of the session was 
devoted to appv{)pviations, and the preparation and onactuu'iit 
of a tariff hill. ./\t that time, the great body of legislation was 
rofoiTcd to the committee of ways anti means, whicli then 
had charge of all appropriations and of all tax laws, and whoso 
cliainnan was recognized as the loader of tho l lon.so, practi- 
cally controlling tlic order of its lnisinos.s. 

By the 13th of March, 1 was able to say, in behalf of iho 
committee, that all the annual appropriation bills were ready 
for tho consideration of tlio House, and promi.scd that if tho 
House would sustain the committee, all those bills could ho 
passed before the meeting of the (Jharleston convention. Not- 
withstanding the partisan bitterness whi(;h was exhibited 
against me while I was a candidate for speaker, 1 had no cause 
to complain of a want of support by the llonso, in tlio moasmes 
reported from that committee. Since then tlic work of that 
couimittce has been distrilmtcd among a number of commitloes. 

Tho fii’st political contest was caused by a message of Presi- 
dent Buchanan, protesting against action nndov a ]'e.solnI ion by 
the House of Repicsoutativcs, passed on the 5th of March, pro- 
viding for a committee of five membom, to be apimintod by the 
speaker, for the purpose of invo.sligating “whether tho Presi- 
dent of the United States, or any other oflicer of the govern- 
ment, has, by money, patronage, or otlior improper means, 
sought to iuHuenee the action of Congress for or against the 
passage of any law pertaining to tho rights of any state or 
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torritovy.” The committee appointed camo to be commonly 
Icnown as the covodc committee. 

Tliis message was regfirded as a plain intorferonco with the 
Unquestionable power of the House to investigate the condnet 
of any officer of the government, a proco.ss absolutely necessary 
■t>o enable the lionse to exorcise the power of impeachment. 
Xlpon the reception of the incs.sage T immediately replied to it, 
Uiid a general debate arose upon a motion to refer it to the 
committee on the judiciary. That motion was adopted and the 
committee reported a resolution in f.lie following words, which 
Was finally adopted after debate, by a vol,e of 8K yeas and -lb 
Uiiys: 

" liettoli'cd, 'I'liat tlio Hoiiso clis.seiilH fioiii llio (Idotriiics (if llin sjiiioiiil 
iiiessago of tlio Pnisidoitl of ttio Unitocl SCiili's of 2b, IblUt; 

“That tlio uxlont of jiowor o<)iU(>ni[)lul(‘cl in tlio ii(lo|i(ioti of Uio iohoIu- 
t-i 0113 of inquiry of March 5, 1800, is iicocSHiiry lu the proper (ILsclmr^u of tlio 
oonatitutional duties dovolvcd upon Oonf>Toss ; 

“Tlmt judicial detoruuimtions, tlio opinious of fornior l^ivsiduiits luid 
XI inform iiaago, sanction its oxorciso ; and 

“ That to abandon it would leave tlio oxoculivo depurtnumt of tlio 
g*ovornnicnt without supervision or responsibility, and would bo liUoly to 
loud to a concentnition of power in the lunula of the Prosidont, dangerous 
to ilio rigJita of « froo peoplo.” 

This resolution was regarded as a .severe icpreach to the 
I-*r 0 sidcnt, who was not content to lot the matter rest there, but 
on the 25th of Juno sent to the Hou.so of Koprc.soutativc.s, a 
inos.sage lustating tlio position in his former message, llode- 
liomiccd the procceding.s of ihat cominitteo as a violation of 
trim letter and spirit of the constitution. But for the latoness 
of the session the message would have boon the .subject of 
severe animadvor.sion. Late as it was Benjamin iSbinton, of 
Ohio, entered his protest and moved tliat the nio.ssago ho re- 
i'evrod to a select committee of five, with i)ower to ropovt at 
tilie next session. This, after a brief debate, was adopted. 

During the entire se.ssion, while the current bnsiiio.ss was 
progressing rapidly, tlm political questions involved iii the 
loeiuling presidential canva.ss, the topics of Kansas and slavery, 
were frequently obtruded into the debate. On the 28rd of 
jApril, William T. Avery, a Democratic Member ji' 02 n Tenne-ssoe 
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cluiigod that “ail ovcmhelmiiig majority of tlio lleiniblicaii 
party in this House, headed by Mr. Slterniau — in fact, every 
member of that party present when the vote was taken, ex- 
cepting some fourteen or fifteen — indorsed tho doctrino of tlio 
abolition of slavery everywhero.” 

In tho course of a reply to i.his charge I said: 

tliink tlioro is not u Membm* otj lliis sicio of tho Hoiiso wlio is not now 
willing to niftUo tho dcchimtion broiully, oponly, tliiil ho is o]i|>ose(l to any 
iutoi'Furonco wlmtovor with tlio rehillons of inastur and slave in tin) slavo 
slatos. Wo do boliovo that Congress lias tho jiowor to proliibit slavery in 
the territories; and wlionovor iho ocuasioii olYers, wlionovor tho proper 
tiino arrives, whonovor the (piestioii arises, wo aro in favor i)f oxorcisiiig that 
power, if nocesHury, to prevent tho oxtonsioii of slavery into froo lorritory. 
Wo aro frank and open u[)on this subject. But wo never did propose, and 
do not now propose, to interfere with slavery in tlio slave states. I liojio 
Urn gentleman will put Iheso observations in liis speeoli, so that tho gentle- 
man’s eonstiluonts may seo (hat wo < black Kepublicuns ’ aro not so very 
desirous of intorforing witli thoir interests or rights, but only desirous of 
preserving our own,” 

Mr. Asbjuoro inqiiivecl : Avo you not in favor of abolishing 
slavery iu tho District of Colnml)ui?” 

I replied ; 

“ I have staled to my constituents, over and over again, that I am opposed 
to uiterforonco with slavery in tlio District of Columbia. Ttuit Is my in- 
dividual position. The Republican iiarty never look a position on tlio 
subject. Some are for it, and some against it. I liavo doclarod to niy 
conatitUGnls, over and over again, that 1 did not think it proper to agitato 
tho question of the abolition of slavery in tho District of t/olurnbia ; hoanmo 
1 believe that this is tho very paradise of the free negro, I boliovo limt, 
]jraclically, though not legally, lie is bettor off in the Dislrud than in any 
])ortiunof tho United States. There are but few slaves licro, and tho nuiubor 
is decreasing daily. As an institution, slavery Searcoly exists hero, and T 
am willing to leave it to the effect of time.” 

Oil the 12lh of Maroli, 18G0, Ju.sfcin S. Morrill, of Vomioiit, 
by instruction of tho comiuittec of ways and means, reportod 
a hill provide for the payment of outstanding treasury 
notes, to authorize a loan, to reguhito and fix duties on im- 
ports, and for other purposes.’^ This became tlie law com- 
monly known the Morrill tariff act, wliidi, from the time 
of its introduction to this day, has been the subject of debate, 
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aniendineni'-, criticism and praise. It was referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union, and its con- 
sideration occupied a large portion of the remainder of the ses- 
sion. Nearly one hundred Members entered into the debate 
and so]no of them made several speeches upon the subject. 
Being at the time much occupied with the appropriation bills, 
I did not give much attention to the debate, but had taken i^art 
in the preparation of the bill in the committee of ways and 
means, and concurred, with rare exceptions, in the principles 
and details of tbo measure. 

Mr, Morrill was onhncntly fith'd to prepare a tariff bill, 
lie had been engaged in trade and c.ommerco, was a man of 
sound judgniont, perfectly impartial and holiest. Hopresenting 
a small agricultural state, he was not biased by sectional had- 
ing or the interests of his constituenis. llo regarded l.ho iarilT 
as not only a method of taxation, but as a modo of iirotcetion to 
existing industries in the United States with a view to encour- 
age and increase domestic production, lie was inoderato in his 
opinion.s, Ifind and fair in expressing them, and willing to listen 
with patience to any proposition of amendmont. He still lives 
at the vciiorablo ago of oighty-livo, and has boon, during all 
tbo long period since tho report of tlic bill named aftor him, 1/ 
this time, in public life, and still retains 1,bo conlidcnco and 
alToction of his constituents and his colleagues, 

I did not participate in tho debate until tlio time came 
when, in tho judgment of the coinmittco of ways and means, it 
was necessary to dispose of tho bill, ciihor liy its jiassago or 
defeat. On tho 7th of May, IHOd, tho hill being botoro Iho 
llonsG, T moved that all dobato on it should cease at one 
o’clock the next day. 8omo ojiposil.ion was ovineed, hut l.ho 
motion was adopted. I then made my lirst spetaili upon the 
subject of iho tariff. Tho iiitroduc.tory paragraphs state tho 
l.hoii condition of tho timsury ii.s follows; 

“'J'lirt n>vi!inu) not of Mnrcli 3, 1857, wliioli it w now ])i‘ 0 |) 0 S 0 (l lo r(>])iiiil, 
lifts ])iovwl lo l)u II oriulo, ill-adviHiMl, ftiid ill-digostoU moKHuro. Il was 
novor iiolod iijion in tloliiil in oillior branch of Congi-i-ss, but wiis tlm result 
of 11 coinniilloo of conforonco in Iho lust diiyH of lliu HuHsion, uml was 
finally |mbscd by a coinbinatiun of luwUlo iiilorosls uiul scnliiiuMilH. Tt was 
3.-1I 
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udoptecl at a tit no of iiiflafod prioos, whon tlie treasury was ovsrffowiiig 
with ru venue. When flnil condition of afTairs ceased, it failed to funiish 
ordinary rovonuo, and by its iiioidenial oftocts operated injuriously to nearly 
every bra noli of iiiduslry. 

It wont into opemtion on llio Ist of July, 1857. At that time there 
was in the treasury of tho United States a balanco of $17,710,114. Tim 
utnouiil of tlio pviblin debt thon remaining unpaid, nono of wlueli was ilien 
due, was a little over $20|00(),000. So that there was in the troasury of the 
United States, wlion tbo tariff act of 1857 wont into operation, nearly enough 
to iiavo paid two-iliirds of llio public debt. Within ono yoar from lluit time, 
tbo jniblio debt wns inoronaod to $44,910,777. 

On iho lat of July, 1859, tho public debt had increased to $58,754,099. 
On tiiQ Ibt of May, 1800, ns nearly as I can ascertain, the public debt had 
X‘iaon to $05,681,099, The bnluhoc in the treasury on the first of July next, 


us ofitiumted bj' mo, will bo $1,919,349. 

•» * ^ ^ ^ ^ 
“Ujidor tho o[jora(ion of tho tnril! of 1857, tlio deficit in tlio rcvmiuc is 
over $52,000,000. It may be stated thus : 

JSahmeo in tlio tveusury, July 1, 1857 $17,710,114 

Balanco in tho treasury, July ], 1800, estimated 1,919,349 


Amount of publuj debt May 1, i860 $65,081,199 

Amouiii of public debt July 3, 3857 29,000,380 30,020,813 

$52,411,678 

Tt wtus mainfestr from tlicso statements that tlioro was an 
imperative necessity for the passage of soino ineasnro to in- 
creovso tho revenues. We could hardly hope that, in tlio excited 
state of the public mind and tho known position of the Sen- 
ate, tlio bill could pass at that session. Tho government liud 
been conducted for three years by borrowing money in time of 
poace^ Tlio appropriations had been reduced during tliat ses- 
sion by tho committee of ways and means below tho estimates 
of the treasury, us stated by mo to tho House. I then said: 

“I desiro now lo sny tlmt; tlio oommittoo of ways and moans, who have 
had olmrgu of appropriation bills, bavo ondeavorod, faitlifully aud hoiiostly, 
without regard to party divisions — and all parties in ibis House are repro- 
sonted in that ootximiUeo — to out down the appropriations to tlie lowest 
praotieablo point ; and thus to feduoo tho expenses of tho govnnunent. I 
have before mo a table showing that, upon tho estimates submitted to us, by 
tbo Seorolary of tbo Treasury, for tho ordinary expenses of the government, 
we have been able to reduce the amount about $1,230,000J’ 
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Arinrii cinvful h(iiIimihmi( nf (lip t’luidifinii nf IIhi friMsuty 
iintl l h(^ lu'iM'ssily for furllHM* 1 I'xpri''^"'***! I bin n[»ininii 

of l.lin iMMidiiiK hill: 

fu niy jmlKiiii'iU, l»rl| tut |Jii* UrilT 

nf lHr»7. Il in liliiVi' tv-llllllU ll 1*^ nin|i» ili*lililln. 

’TIhmi' (h w^iy if i** llmii Ihr hmIT i*f I Vi#, *1 )ia( luriflf 

IlMuli' U|i nf I'nillpli'X iiiiil itiriiii \ hiMt "*, *1 In' tif 

^rrHf J ^in<l Im wnJMH iNIni'n |||>» **aJlJi* >ltfin)n III tUH I lid "I 

fniiii"' in wilh a ilnfv i»f Inn jin * mnl \ »’i Im* •'••I. tli** ‘Minn I lime. \ n’MmjL' 

l)jn ><iiinf' |•lullulM, llii» Miiiii’ nil, I'l inltnit li'il •inl\ fi*’**, *1 In* I'sll t'f M». M**« 

I'ill, nn iIm’ nllinr Imiali ll Vfi lliin* »!•/ >*«i/**< * f$t laUU- » , mn* iif !■ ti [“’t i *‘ht , 

III (wt’hl N . aial lilt* nllnn ill lliiih. I’lim*’ i>> »t » n| j.. i c|in *tii Cu tUi*t 

IImMI IIhTi* a fu'n li’*l. (l i tnifiniu * tn *«tn >1* » mi.il ainl |1»m 

ilulit'M Uiali’T il am «'il*'l| \ rdli H lali *1. l«t* ImiI littln ili'i'fitn evJmif 

Imnii' aial fnn'i^'U \iilimlinii iin<lt’i ii, ll '^ill \n M ** i. wmn* rsnih. imit 

|iav llll» l'\ja»llHi*N Ilf till* r| Iiiiniil , ll i^inl 

It Hill I**! Itnl I'^t MjnaMlIi* fnr in/ i*tf**tfn* l»* I ■►♦r 

riMian||M, it III I \ imi'l Ml. \|ninllf« lilll Miljtflil In tlin 'in<llt^>li 

of ( ^lll^lV«H/' 

Tint bill iml. only |fJ'o\ idi'il fof a ‘»alJii'i>’)il I«iil »»n 

(li.sl'iuci iv (tly a l)ill for iia'iili'iilal t'loliM'lixit In all Aioouiiiii 
iiulii.sl.i'M's, iiiipainully ati<l fiiirly I •'iiai } fn 

liav(» lliis tiill passad, 

'' MnriUiHn it in ftitinnl ii|miii tlin alrd llml il ii lli»« «lnt% *‘il i«« iie ^'ir ii 
Uli'lll, ill il1l|in>ij|ij^r lit\nn^ In «)ii in lllllt* iiijiii\ U* llii> **l ll>«* iMtiMttii 

UH IiiiHhIIiIi': llllll llmv lilt’ l'» In* Ittlintl a*i l« • t'll. nl a ft ♦ i ^ > t !•?»♦ |»t 

linll 111 all lll•Uli'l|l''l nf Ann*! II >111 iitilii'ilM. I tl«n»r ll. I 

ri'i’^iili’Ml nf llitt I'liilinl Slalvi, finin \Vn'>)niit*l*nt l. 6 **^ , |. v-j t. 

Jil/i’il lliiit |a ihi'iplt't iiii’lntliiit' ^h. lUn li na ui 

\N*|i liniV llialfttt U laufT Iti tarn* iht* 'iniiu ll I l KH l lit* I 

OVnry ilMllIhltial nf lliM | Mimtr \ . I )i»-* t «' *»| v> o 

ra|Kirl a Inriflf liill \sliu<li uil| toill . i.. 

any iiiilti«i(riiil inlitrrtil. I linlitun ilmi it ti^tW ^ 

(inll fur ilia j^raiit iinlmUim nf 11^*111 I1pi 4 iBti f..«r > , tjiOt’l V 

Nvilii'li lin III liin liipiU Ilf ilin iirM^jornU »*f iK.** ♦ •.n^itk 

Mr, Morrill purl ti*i|iu1rn| ni llii'i ilolmlM \%% bintj i^ni ^ Kuu 

.slulf»nu*nlM ill ffVNprf'l Icf flu* Mu* liill rrn Mi#* ^Ui nf 

.M iLVi I Sill liM .Niiiib j II 1 ||i» t’l lit! I* Ilf Miiiif* itnililki li 1 f lin bill : 

" I lliiiik if lint |toiiii]iniiiMj niJI ttiiUikt. ill,,-) 
avi*ra^ii ralrn nf ilnlu**) ii|u.n n.aiMifrt' Inn -I «rlu !o.ft apn hi^hvf, U ^5 


jHli 


i;i;i (11 1 1 


liillii'l* li»\v«<r. limn llli'V t‘('* 11 "" . I'Xl nif l.i .« . ilir, iln-y 

will Ilf I'n’ii! uiliii* 1 " ill" > ..mill » . in i-oinj; • 1 . . (■• >.i»i iiliir 

IciMk, UK "'I'il II'’ l«i ll>" lOi'l I-. . .<11 /i.m.l'i will li.. i.i u m'i v iMi-ut 

l<X|i')il nliviiili'il. "lin’li Ilf’' nnw j.iinln.-.l iin.l. » i.nt .<•/ >.«/*■•.. ut nv.li.in, 
wliii'li lui’i* lumli* iiiir .il<i<.*ii < <ii titl.init (IniC nf ^li.\ii'ii 

mill ollti'r cnimlrir', wlii'i*' llu'ir l.m 1 .»».• n lu. I.' (.III. 

Tlid Iliil, ili’^l'ili* ils lui'iil-.. Wit • if iiili-il wiMi till rtmu'i uf 

iiiiictnlim'iils fi'diii nil nf llif lluo .r*. Mam uf i|ii. ami'inl- 

lui'nl.i wi'ii* iiil((|'li'il, iiiilll till’ I'lU lii'i iimi* H lliiil Mj'. 

Mm rill, ilisriiimijj:f(l iitnl .■’1 ihih; 1\ nn lini il urani l (hf I,ij| us 
(‘lliil(«('(|, IVils 111 iiliiiinliiu ll I'* (I ^.(^*• Ilf tt.t tml 

fiilnlliur wilh Um vii1i*m, iiml. f*<» lln* tf.i’mi, IuImiii iI timlfr a 
lliNlutvilulUKi* ill I ill* |•mlltll•■l uf I In* l*lll I l<''lif\i >l uni niily 
in llt(* inrril N- of I In* uifii iiiii', lail IImI l>t .t janri". . hirlly 
in iii'cmiliilH'i' willi lln' riilf, |I Iiuj'lil I'f ir lnnil Mil. laii- 
(iaily <i-*^ ii ic’[imii-il liy tin- t nmuiiilff . ‘I'm i-t inti tit.d 

l•fTl'^‘l .Mf. Mmrill nirrifil an iiinfii»lnifiil in llif ji.ihiif nf a 

niili.sl il till* fur III*' liili. Tuifial t n|ll-(■■•l ,i ^ uu itiin-uilitifiil ii 
hill wtlii'll I'ltltiiiilifil iifUlly ,ili nf tlif nit^'iliiil hill a> ) i']iu| (nt, 
willt Kia'li liinililiriil imi'- a* Ufi>* ftulfullt |[atiii*<} li\ f|rt< 

llmisi', willimil ufTiM'liuyt •in* ^'i iu't.il pi ^ nl tlir 

iiit’itsuri*. 

Tilt' Viilc, H|iMii lay .‘•ul''<liliilf la-inp ,l•l)•|>il->i m plain uf Ihf 
siilmliliito iilTt'ri'il liy Mr. Mumll, |>iim'iiii <l .mi, <iiiii inlnu-id tu 
my anKMiditir'iil hy mliliiiyr l*. ii ‘l lu- nf if wa-. 

Dial. Ilic llmirto, 1 ill'll wiJli Iln* lujip ■litif.Ylf, ami la-lift Ittp 
llial fill' llHMi-siirr' liiiin aiiifuili-il wm m ul••(all^f flu- .-.tiiii’ a-* 
I Im uriixiiial hill rfjMirlfd, liiiallt ihr hill uh (hi* Ififli 

day of .May, jHliO, hy I la* tuln uf lna tra » lu li| uat . 

Ah tluH tvuH iiiy hirl Inlay, I rfiiii’iiit»-r lu iiitt«* t-flflu.ilt-d il, 
mil. duly iiK iiiy hirt liduy, lull a-* {)i<*)la\ nu uiui-li ihf .Vtnnili 
larilT hill jmsHi'd Iln* IIuum* uf llfiiir-fuiaiitr > 

\Vd kimw niimi llm jni.->iim* uf Iln . |.il| ilial il rniihl nnl 
jiiiaa l.ldi Hmmlc diiriiiK llml Hf^-tun. ll wa . i.i}a*n up m Ihal 
iiiidy, di'lialod al niiiHidfriililf li>ii>?lli. ami liualh. nu llm 
of ilium, if wan, in I'lTcrl, puslpum-d iiuiil ii„. i,|.vi •• .inn 

I diij.()ll.aa well hi'if fullutv Dm Mm nit taiiff lull In |(s limtl 
iniHmigu III, llm imxt. WHsimi uf lhi-( 
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Oil (rlio u()< li of Ooroiuhor, lS(in, Mr. Ihiiilri', fiiuu fito 
mil. (no on lituinrts uhoui was irTn inl Ihofantr iiill. 
ih biiolc willi a r(M’oniniPiulnl itiu lliul ii ho jar^t |<niH-»i uniil ihn 
nil llay of Murril hillowin^!;. This Wun, in rITrt !, ht irjrri Him 
l)ill, as l(»riniMnltMl on Hnil ’rlir rMimniHro im 

aial ii niajorily of llir SpuhIimis flini nirfl. wu * 

lo lla» l^MssUf^o c»f (ho liitl, hfil Her* ii«ii fwi%r 

iHMifs, (lion o|MMily I liroiiliMiisi, ^MMtu rliuiansl ifin mm.! i miu 
> loxii)U of ( lu' SoiiiUo. hy lln» itvaionil i«ai nl Sru, iim uii at 

MHial dT I lu' Si'iN'ssimi Ilf Hii'ir . t*ji Him I'nhiif .huiiu»,i». , 

S()|» Mr. ( 'u liiiOdii, III I 'miiii \ K ani;!, iiintnl ti|. III. 

ilnl, (i]ii)li Ills iiiiiliiiii, il \\n - nunli' ■! {n-ii.il l•l■|l i l»>i i )■> ('••i, 
(iwiij'f WimIjii'siIii y. flu |l)*>:.Miil ni .1.11111.11 >. »» u.< j. >. )i. J 

cuMixiil of livi> < <•(( t liiir >•) Mi .irtiii..!! M> 

liiiiti't', Mr. lii^flcc, Ml'. I•'l• ' iiiiil \|i (i\'. »ii J f-i ", >. 

lunn HU dll' .‘<111111' lilt \ \v lirii t ii<‘ l-l•lllInlt l> . Hi.- . j. ii.- .c. . . . 
i'oi’(j'ii.lii'/.i‘ii (III tii'ciiiiiil Ilf dll' vMdi<li.n\>i.i III > ti (i.M I',, 

pi'i'iill ruimiiil lei' Iippiiluluil liv Utn \ in. dn- I'l.-ut « 4* ^ f 1 1. h. 6- , 
11 (liu lull. Till'll fur dll' 111”.! liiiii' it l»-i .iiiii* I'o «»> : . 

iiru raviinilili' iii’l iiiji in dll' .S'liatu. Miim .(in.'ioliiio ta.. »w 

il(>Iiii.Mi‘il lunl it(lii(»l<‘it Ity dll' .Srinil.'. l.iit Hum .Ii.| >...f n.u!, 

iii-lly iifTi'i'l. dll' j.p'111'i'iil |ii nil'll. II"! ll|•l■ll lii.'fi H»». l.ill m .. - 
Iillllilcil. II. ini'.'.i'il dll* .s'i'imti' Uidi am. if,. 

I'cilll'il Villi' Ilf M.*i \i*!i'. In II MU\ «. \H »•! HtM ' K*!’ 

Ill' Si'llllll' lull I VM'H* ]i|n||i|.lh iir*l- .‘l I.I M.. H,< , . .,1 

ll II I IK'III lllirlll V\ i('< lllit'lr 1 11 I III' .’'>«.||.t I >' tl tin }.) . I 

I'lUiruii'iii't' lll•hvl■l•ll dll* h\ii IJnii .. ^ 5 , , 

inns, I ii|.fli*r il ml ll(ii(f<*i ilii’ iii.iic,'. 1 a.ii. p?.. hi p •<** p’- . 

t'liiilf iiml .Mi'.‘.i,.<. .siii.nu.iii, ('li. lp. aii.f m,.. 

r dll' iiiiiiM'. 


flu I III! J r t ll liny I if r t'l.i lilt I \ , ll 1 ^ • ?.<• I... , • s,, ...I tis,, 

‘M.sillll, dm l'liufl-|i*i“> l■•Il|lt|l•ll Hi. Pf., t, }. . !, , u" 

ml dll* ri'jiiii'l nf dll' I'niiiijiit |«-«- «,( j . ,i< ,,5 j. , 

Itll ur l|i\ iNinij ||\ I li.d la.iit . .tn.I 5 . jr, 

uilnd VI'.*!, iiml dll' I'ill «a ,| (*,. ..j, j; _ , ^ . 

Tllii IllW. |.ii‘-.r.l ill di,. ,, \ 

I'l*' III dll' i',.„iif ,.r 111 .' uidi'ii.t^.ti .,..,. 4 .,'. I'...;, 

in will- Ilf .‘'l•^•l'.. inn. in.-t ,d\ d..- . tj-. . ,.i> ,? . p? j, 
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was fair, just and conservative, and would, in peaceful times, 
yield about §50,000,000 a year, the amount of national expendi- 
tures in I860, ajjd, at tlie same time, iirotoct and strengthen all 
existing home industries, and lay the foundation foi‘ great in- 
crease in production. It was destined, however, to begin its 
cxiatonce at a period of rovolntion. The secession of eloveti 
slates precipitated the war, involving enormous expenditures, 
in the face of which all revenue laws were inadequate and 
l)owerlcss. The credit of the government, its resources and 
capacity for taxation, had to bo appealed to. itesort was had 
to every possible mode of taxation that could be devised by the 
ingenuity of man, to supply the roqniremonts of the war, and 
to maintain the public credit. The Morrill tariff act was, there- 
fore, greatly modified by subsequent laws, the duties doubled 
and in some cases trebled. Internal taxes, yielding twofold 
the amount collected from customs, wore loviod, and cheerfully 
paid, and dulies on imported goods were quickly increased, 
'fho details of this act hecamo the victim of the war, hut the 
general principles upon which it was fouiided, the appliention 
of specific duties where possible, and tho careful protection 
extended to the products of tite soil and tlio inino, as well as 
of the workshop, have been maintained to a greater or less 
extent until the present time. 

I have participated in framing many tariff bills, but have 
never succeeded in securing one that T entirely approved. The 
Morrill tariff hill came nearer than any other to meeting the 
double requirement of providing ample revenuo for the support 
of the govei’innont and of rendering tho proper pi’ofeclion to 
homo industries. No national taxes, except duties on imported 
goods, were impo.scd at tho time of if-s pas.sagc. 'I’lio Civil War 
changed all this, reducing ini|Jortations and adding tenfold to 
Ihe revenuo required. The government wa.s justified in in- 
creasing existing rates of duty, and in adding to the dutiable 
list all articles imported, thus including articles of primo ne- 
cessity and of universal use. In addition to those duties, it 
was compelled to add taxes on all articles of home production, 
on incomes not required for the siipplj' of actual wants, and, 
especially, on articles of doubtful uecessitj’, such as spirits, 
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l.oliacco iiiid Ikht. M'lii'm' (iixr.s wan' iilwiluloly vri(inriMl to 
ni('(d. j'xpi'iulil HITS fill’ (lio tinny uikI imvy, fnr I hn itiii'ri'sl tni 
llin war tli'lils tunl jnsi lu'iisiiins In lluisn wlut wt'io (lisalilrU liy 
llin war, and In llitdr widiiws and (ir(tlninH. 

’riii'sn t’lnidilidiiH Inivc, in a nit'anurt', lau'ii fnllill(*d. Tlin 
war is dvc'i". Ilin pnldic. dniil. liiut bnoii diininislitMl Id dtid-lliird 
of Ilia aininnil. dim al. ilm idoao nf Dm war. 'i'lm paiision MnI, Ih 
llm rliidf and alinnst. indy dtii^landiiif' oltliKafidii growini^ oiiL 
(d llm war, Inil. Iliis is fnlly nud. by inlin'iial luxits dii spiriUs, 
Idbai'i’d and bcdr. Wlnil. ia imi'dad nnw i» a inrilT nr lax nii 
iinpiii'li'il I'lidds snllicinnl. in animiiil. Id iniml. I im r.iirnnil nx> 
pi'iidil liras df liin ^'dvinniimnl , and wbiidi al llm saitm linm will 
liMid Id (•nriinragn I Im prndiirl ion in I bis I'dnnl ry df all arl iidas, 
wlu'llmr nf llm farm, llm iiiiim m* llm Wdi'kalid|i, Hail, ran bn 
rnadily and al. rnasdnabln cosl. prndnrnd in Ibis runnlry. 

And Imrn wn nnad. llm dillliMilly lliai llm inialn, I'xli'id, 
inanimr and dbjncla of tiirilT laxalidii arn iinliappily mixi'il up 
in nnr (larl-y pnlilira, 'riiia almnld md. bn an. Wladlmr Mm 
mndn nf Itualinn Hiinnld bn by a lunTindago on Mm nilur nf 
Uddila iniporind, nr by a tinl.y iin[aiat'<l nn I lio wimkIiI. nr (piiin- 
Ml.y, dnpniidK upon llmnaiurnnf Mmarlirb'. If Mmarlii'lnis 
Hold in Mm tnarkni. by wni^ld- or <[nanl ily, Mm duly Hlinidd bn 
apni'ilir, /. r., a rcM'lain rain nn llm nnil nf wniKhI nr cpianlily. 
If il. is nt snrli a nainrn Ibat. its vabm rannnl. bn nmasnri'd by 
wnipdtl. nr ijniinlily llm duly ahniild bn lul ruhttrnt, /. r., a pnr- 
<'nnla).;n nf ils vainn, 'I'liia ia inalinr nf dnlail In bn lixnd by Mm 
(■iiHldin df nmrcbaids. Ah a rnin if is bntinr In llx llm duly 
npnn wi'ipdil. nr nmasiirn, rallmr Iban itpnii valim, fur by Mm 
rnrnmr mndn llm ainnnnl. is nasily asrtn'laiimd by llm scab' nr 
.\ard slick, wbiln In basn Mu' duly npnn vainn, cbani^iiiK fruin 
tlay In day, is In inviln fraud ami lilif^alinn, 

Tim oxinni. nr rain nf duly (n b(> impnsnd abdiild ib'pnnd nir 
I irt'ly npnn llm pt'cnniary wanls nf llm ^nvnrnnii'td, and Mm 
iniinrn nf Mm niiictn imimrlnd. If llm articin is nni' of luxury, 
mainly cnnsiinmil by Mm ricb. Mm dnlyslmnld bn al. a Inalinr 
niln, Iban upnn an artidn in ftnnnral imn. 'I'bis principb« isHonm* 
limns dihpntnd, linl il, would snnm Ibal. in a rnpiiblir a jiisl, dis- 
criminal inn nii^dd In bn imidn in favor nf llm many ralln'r Iban 
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of the few. On this principle all political parties have acted. 
The rates have been higher on silks, satins, furs and the like 
r.Jian on goods made of cotton, wool, Uax or hemp. To meet 
the changing wants of the government all articles should be 
classified in .schedules, .so that the rate of duty on a single 
schedule, or on many schedulc.s, could be advanced or lowered 
without disturbing the general .scheme of taxation. 

As to the manner of taxation and the places where duties 
should be collected, all will agree that they should be paid as 
nearly us possible whore tho goods are to be consumed. The coii- 
ccutratiou of importations at any one port on the coast, or at 
several poiis, gives to the people residing at or near such favored 
ports an advantage over tho people living in the interior of the 
country. Tho system of interior ports, or places of delivery to 
which goods may bo consigned, has boon adopted and geaierally 
approved. Tlte object is that all jxirts of tho country shall 
have equal facilities and bear equally the burdens of taxa- 
tion. 

The metl)od of importations .should bo.so.simplilied that any 
person, in any pari, of tho United States, may order from atiy 
commercial port or country any article do.sired and lie able 
to receive it and pay tho prescribed duty, at any consideral)lo 
port or city in the United States that ho may de.siguate. 

As to the objects of tariff taxation tlicre i.s and always will 
bo an honest difforenco of opinion. Tho main pnrj)Oso is to .se- 
cure tho revemiG from foreigners seeking our market to dispose 
of their products. Tho United States has tho right, exorcised 
liy every nation, to dotermino upon what terms tho produc- 
tions of foreign Jiations .sliall bo admitted into ibs markets, and 
those terms will be such us its interests may demand. Urcat 
Britain may admit nearly all commodities free of duty, l)ut 
oven that country is guided by her interests in all her commer- 
cial regulations. All otlier nations classified as civilized seek, 
like the United States, by tariff laws, not only to secure rev- 
enue, but to protect and foster domestic industries. Japan 
has won its entrance among civilized nations liy securing trea- 
ties with European countries and the United States, by wliich 
she has Ijcon relieved from restrictions as to lior duties on 
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imports, and now lias tho right to regulate and fix her import 
duties as her interest dictates. 

The United States ha.s from the beginning of its govern- 
ment declared that one object of duties on imports is the 
encouragement of manufactures in the United States, and, 
wliatevor may be the dogma in.sortcd in a political party plat- 
form, tariff legislation will continue to have a double object, 
1-0.1^011(0 and proladivn. This was strikingly exemplified by the 
recent action of Congress in tho pas.sagc of tho tariff law now 
in force. 

The real difiicnlty in our tariff laws i.s to avoid unequal and 
unjust discrimination in the objects of protection, made with a. 
view to favor the productions of one state or soctioir at tho 
cost of another .state or section. The dogma of .some manufac- 
turers, that raw materials should be admitted free of duty, is 
far more dangerous to tho protective policy than tho opposi- 
tion of free trader.s. The latter contend that no duties should 
be levied to protect domestic industry, hut for rovenno only, 
while tho former demand protection for their industries, but 
refuse to give to tho farmer and minor the benefit of oven rev- 
onue duties. A denial of protection on coal, iron, wool and 
other so-called raw materials, wilt load to tho denial of pro- 
lo(!tion to machinery, to textiles, to pol.tery and other indus- 
tries. 'Die labor of one class must not be sacrificed to .secure 
higher protection for anothor class. Tho earth and all that 
is within it is the work of God. The lal)or of man that tends 
to develop the re.sonreos buried in tho earth is entitled to 
tho same favor and protection as skilled labor in f.ho highest 
branch of industry, and if (his i.s not granted impartially tho 
doct.rino of protection: proclaimed by the founders of our gov- 
ernment., supported for more than a hundred yeai-s of wonder- 
ful progress, will bo .sacrificed by tho Imngry greed of selfish 
corporations, who ask protection for great c.stahli.sh meats and 
refuse to grant it to tlio miner, the laborer and tho farmer. 

Another jirinciple must bo ingrafted into our tariff laws, 
growing out of now modes of production by corporations and 
comlhnations. Until recently each minor, each artisan, and 
each manufacturer, had to compete in the open market with 
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evoryoiio eiigagcil in tlio same industry. Tlio general piildic 
liad tlio benefit of free coni petition. 'I'his tended to lower 
prices on many commodific.s, to iiicromso the quantity pro- 
duced, and to supply the home market, thus excluding impor- 
tations. The tendency since the Civil Wav in every branch of 
indu.stry ha.s been to con.solidiito oporation.s. To effect thi.s, 
corjiorations have been created in most of the state.s and 
granted such libonil corporate iiowem, without respect to tlio 
nature of the lnisiiK*.s.s to be condneted, and with terms and 
privilcgc.s so favorahle, that private enterprise without largo 
capital cannot compete with tiicm. Instead of small or mod- 
enito work.sliop.s, with a few liands, ^vo now have great ostab- 
lisliinonls with liiindrcds of employes, and all tlio capital of 
scoro.s of stockholdor.s niider Uie control of a few men, and 
often of one man. 'I'his may be of heuetit by reducing the 
cost of production, but it al.so involves two dangers, one the 
iiTCjirossiblo coiitlict of lalior with capital, and the other the 
combination of corporations engaged in the .same btisinoss 
to advance prices and prevent competition, tlin.s comstitiit- 
ing a monopoly coinimniding Inisiue.ss and controlling tlio 
inarkot. 

'J’liis power in the bands of a few i.s at this monioiit the 
di.stiirliing elomont in many of onr great indiKstrics. It is 
especially dangorou.s wlicn it i.s promoted by rate.s of duty on 
imported goods higher than are necessary to cover the dif- 
ference in the cost ol lalior here and aliroad. When .such con- 
ditioirs occur, the monopoly bocome.s offen.sivo. .Sucli com- 
binatioiivS arc denounced and punished by the laws of almost 
every civilized government and by tlio laws of many of our 
.state.s. 'I’hcy .should he donoiinced «.nd puni.shed by the laws 
of the United Hiales whenever they affect any matter within 
the Jurisdiction of the United States. Whenever the tendency 
of a monopoly is to prevent miitua.1 competition, and to ad- 
vance prices for any articles embraced in onr tariff laws, the 
duty on the article should bo at once reduced or repealed. 

As Members of Congres.?, divided lj3'^ party lines and o'lido 
platforms, must in the main, care for and protect local inlor- 
csts, I do not believe any fair, impartial and businc.ss tariff can 
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1)0 fniiiied bj' t.liem. It would be bof.tor for Congress, llio l»i\v- 
niaking power, after detevniiiiing the ainount to bo raised, to 
sanction and adopt a careful tariff bill, framed by an impartiiil 
commission, largo onougli to reprosent all soctions and parties, 
all omployei's and employes. Hitherto, tlio tariffs framed by 
Congress have been rojoctod by the people. ICjich party, in its 
tarn, has uiulortakon tlio tixsk with like result. Ijot ns try tho 
oxporimont of a tariff framed, not 1)3' a party upon a part 3 ' plat- 
form, bat by tbo selected rein-oscntativcs of tlio coiumorcial, 
industrial, farming and laboring clas.ses. Lot Congress place 
upon tbo statute Ixiok such a liiw, and tbo tai'iff qucslion will 
coase to be tlio foot ball of partisan legislation. 

Tho remainder of this session was occupied cliiolly in 
tho consideration of appropriation bills, ’^riioso woro caro- 
•fiilly scrutiiiizod; many ostimates, of tbo dopaiTinout.s were 
reduced. As usual, a])proj)riatioiis were incrciusod in' tbo 
Senate, but most of the amendments wove rejected in con- 
foronco. 

'I’lie bill authorising a loan for the redemption of treasury 
notes was passed on the 22nd day of Juno. Congress adjmirnod 
at noon Juno 25, I SCO. 

'I’his memorable Congress, commoncing with a contest, 
which tliroiitonod violence on the floor of the llouso of Itepro- 
sontativGs, wa.s held iniorganized for si.vty days b.y a defeated 
party upon a llimsy pretext, and during all that tiino wo hiul 
to listen to open threats of .secession and disunion niado liy 
il.s members. No pvovions (.'oiigims liad oxliibited .sucli vio- 
lenco of .speech and action. Wbon fully organized it (piiotod 
down, and, wil.lt occasional cxccptioius, proceeded ntpidly to t.lin 
disehargo of its public dutie.s. A greater ninviltor of contested 
bills were passed at this Congress than n.snal. ATost of tlie.so 
measures ctimo from the committeo of ways and uioana. Tbo 
members of tlnit committee woro Messrs. John Slionnan, of 
Ohio, Ifonry Winter Davis, of Maryland, Jolin 8. Pholps, of Mi.s- 
souri, Thaddens Stevens, of Pennsylvania, Israel Washltnrn, Jr., 
of Maine, John S. Millson, of Virginia, Justin 8. Morrill, of Vor- 
mont, Martin J. Crawford, of Georgia, and IClbridgo (1. Spauld- 
ing, of New York, Of those but two, Mr. Morrill and mysolf, 
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survive. A brief notice of tliose who a,vc inimbcretl with the 
dead may not be out of place. 

Henry W inter Davis was the most accomplislied orator in 
the House wliilo he was a Member. Well educated in college, 
well trained as a lawyer, an accomplished writer and eloquent 
speaker, yet ho was a poor parliamentarian, a cai'eless ineniljcr 
ill committee, and utterly unfit to conduct an appropriation or 
tariff bill in the House, Ho was impatient of details, queru- 
lous when questioned or interrupted, but in social life and in 
iutorcourso with his follow Membens ho was genial, kind and 
courteous. Ou one occasion, when I was called homo, I I’c- 
quested him to take charge of an appropriation bill and secure 
its passage. He did us I rciiuosted, but he was soon emliarra.s.sed 
liy questions he could not answer, and had the bill postponed 
until my return, I felt for. Mr. Davis a personal attachment, 
and I believe this kindly feeling was reciprocated. He served 
in the House of Representatives during most of tbo wav, and 
joined with Senator Wado in opposition to Mr. Lincoln’s ro- 
elcctiou in 18C4. He died at Haltimore on the 20Mi of Do- 
ceinbcr, 1865, when in the full vigor of matured manhood. 

John S. Phelps in 1860 was an old and oxporioncod Memhcr. 
Born in Connecticut ho removed to Missouri as early as 1887. 
In 1844 ho was elected to Congrc.ss as a Democrat, and con- 
tinued as a Moiiiher sixteen years, being chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and means during the 35tli Cougi ess. He was 
a valuable Member, patient, careful, iudustrious, and litid the 
confidence of the House. He was moderate in his political 
opinions, and, Uinngli a resident of Mi.ssouri, he took tiie Union 
side in the Civil War. 

Thaddcu.s Stevens, otic of the most rcmarkahlo inon of tho 
last generation, was liorn in Vermont uetu' the close of tho last 
century; and was well educated. Mo taught school and studied 
law. He removed to Pennsylvania and there engaged in tur- 
bulent politics; served several yeai',s as a member of tho stato 
legislature; was elected to Congress in 1848 and served four 
years. Ho was known to be an aggressive Whig and a danger- 
ous opponent in debate; was re-elected in 1858 as a Repub- 
lican and at once took the lead in tho speakership contest. His 
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sarcasm was keeu aiul merciless. He was not a very useful 
member of the committee. He was better in the field of battle 
than in the seclusion of the committee. Still, when any con- 
test arose in the Hou.se over bills reported by the committee, 
he was alwaj^s ready to defend its action. 'J'hough a cynical 
old bachelor, with a deformed foot and with a bitter tongue 
for those he disliked, he was always charitable and kind to the 
poor. He was quiet and impartial iu bis charity, recognising 
no distinction on account of color, but usually preferring to aid 
women rather than men. T wa.s often the witne.ss of his chari- 
ties. Ho contimicd iu active public lif<! until hi.s death on the 
nth of Angn.st, ISltS. For somo tijuo beforo In.s death he was 
unai)lQ to walk up the marble stops of tbo capilol and two .stout 
negroes wevo detailed to carry him up iu a chair. On one oc- 
casion when safely .seated ho grimly said to them, “Who will 
carry mo when yon dioT’ Mi'. Slevcns was a brave man. 
Ho always fought his lights to a (inish and nover a,sked or gave 
quarter. 

Israel Washburn, Jr., of Maine, was ono of three brothers, 
Mombora of tln.s Congress. Israel was tbo eldest, and, perhaps, 
the most active, of tlio tlireo. Ho received a (;la.s.sical education, 
•studied law and was admitted to tbo bar in 1830, Ho was a 
good debater and a useful member of the committee. Ho Imd 
been iu Uougres.s ten years, including ilio 3Ctb. lie snbso- 
(jiiontly became governor of Maine, and collector of custom.s at 
Portland. 

John S. Miltson, of Virginia, bad long boon a Member of 
Congress, was lifty-two years old, and regarded asasafe, con- 
.servative man of fair abilities. 

Martin J. Crawford, of Georgia, was a lawyer of good .stand- 
ing. He was elected a Member of C'ongre.ss in 1854, and con- 
tinued as such until tbo rebellion, in which ho took an active 
part. When Georgia seceded, bo, with his colleagues, formally 
withdrew from Congre.ss. Crawford and 1 bad been friendly, 
and somewhat intimate. Ho was a frank man, openly avowing 
hi.s opinions, but with respectful toleration of those of others. 
Afl.or he withdrew we met in the lobby; ho bade me good-bye 
saying that his next appearance in Washington would be a' 
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Envoy Extraortliuary and Ministoi’ Plenipotentiary of tlio Con- 
federato States, I told him that he was more likely to appear 
as a prisoner of war. I then warned him that the struggle 
would be to the death, and that the Union would triumph. 
Long afterwards, when I visited the fair at Atlanta, ho recalled 
onr conversation and admitted I was the best prophet. We 
spent the evening and far into the night talking about the past 
and the future. Ho evinced no regret for the result of the war, 
but quietly acquiesced, and was then a judge in one of the 
courts in that state. 

Elbridge G. Spaulding, of New York, was an o.xcellent Mem- 
ber. He had a taste for financial problems and contributed a 
good deal to the measures adopted, in this and I he 517th Con- 
gress, to establish a national cnrroncy and to build up the 
public credit. These Members, with Mr. Morrill and myself, 
were charged with the most important legislation in the Htith 
Congre.sa, and t believe that the general opinion of the House 
was that we did our duty well. 
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80 large n share of the publio attention. We may also fairly infer that, on 
his part, Lincoln was no less curious to tost the olfoct of his words on an 
audioneo more learned and critical than tlioso collected in the open air 
meetings of his western campaigns. Tins mutual interest was an evident 
advantage to both; it secured a close attention from the Iiouse, and insured 
deliberation and ompluisis by tlio speaker, enabling him to develop Ins argu- 
ment with perfect precision and unites reaching perhaps the lmj>|)iest general 
etfeet ever attained in any one of his long addresses.” 

His spcGcli was printed by the leading papers of tlie city, 
and, in panipldet form, was widely distribnl-cd and read. 

1 was invited by the liciJublicau Union to make one of 
these addresses, and, though very much occupied and luiving 
little time for propaiution, I accepted the invitation, and spoke 
at Cooper Institute in the city of Hew York on the »50th of 
April, 18()0. It was my first appearance hoforc a Alcw York 
aiidicnoe, and I confess that I was not satisfied w'itli the ad- 
dress, I mulei'look, what 1 never attempted before, io road a 
politi<;al speecli to a popular audicnco, Wliile I was treated 
kindly 1 felt quite sure my speech was a disaiipointmont. A 
recent reading of it confirms my opinion tliat it was not equal 
to the occasion or tlie audioneo, 

1 was also invited hy the llcpnhlican Club of Pliihidelphia 
to make a speech ratifying the nomination of Ijineoln and 
Hainliu and spoke at a meet.ing held May 28, 1860. My ad- 
dress was entirely impromptu, and wa.s far better, both in inan- 
nor and matter, than the speech in New York, and was received 
with great applause. Since that time, I have never attempted 
to make a popular address from manuscript. I'lvery speaker 
should know tlie substance of what he intends to say, but 
ought to rely for his words upon the .spirit and temper of his 
audience. 

The smmnov of 1860 was ominous of domestic discord and 
civil war. The success of the Republicans in t.he House of 
llepre.sentativea, the violent scones in tho House, notably tliose 
between Rotter, Pryor, Barksdale, and Lovojoy, wore indica- 
tions that tho south wa.s aggressive, and that the north would 
light. The meeting of the Democratic convention at Charleston, 
on tho 23i'd of April, soon disclosed an almost equal division of 
its members as to slavery in tho territories. The southern 
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platfonii was adopted by a majoril-yof one in its committee on 
resolutions, but rejected by a majority of the convention. This 
was the vital issue between the followers of Davis and Douglas, 
and Douglas won, A majority of tho delegates from six of tho 
southern states theroupon withdrew fro»n the convention and 
adjourned to Richmond. Thus, tho first .secession ■was from a 
Democratic convention. Tho roimunder of that convention 
adjourned to Daltiinorc, at which city Douglas was nonhnatod 
for Pre.sidcnt. The seceding delegates nominated Breckon- 
ridge. Thu.s, tho Democratic partj', which, in every stage of 
tho slavery controvcr.sy, had taken sides with tlic south, was 
itself broken on tho rock of slavery, and comloimtod to covtaiu 
defeat. 

The Republican convoniion met at Chicago on tho lOth of 
May, with a dciinod lino of public policy which was adopted 
unaniinou.sly by the cojivention. The only quc.stion to ho do- 
tonnined was, who should be tlio ca}idi(late for President, who 
would best represent the principles agreed upon. iSoward, 
Cliaso and Bates were laid aside, and Abraham Lincoln, ono 
stronger than any one of these, was unanimously nominated. 
The nomination of a candidate by a third party, ignoring tlie 
slavei’y question, did not chango tho issue. Tho conflict was 
now between freedom and shivery, an issue carefully avoided 
by the two great parties pi’ior to the repeal of tho Mlssoiui 
Comproniiso. 

Thus Douglas, ns a consequonco of his own act, was destined 
to defeat, and the irroprcssihlo conflict was to bo finally deter- 
mined by the people in the choice between Lincoln and Breck- 
onridge, with tho distinct declaration, made by the delegates 
seceding from tho Charleston convention, that if lancoln 
was elected their states would secedo from tlio Union, and 
establish an independent government founded upon slavoiy. 
This was tho inomontous is.sue involved in tho election. 

Congims adjourned on the 2Sth of June, 1860. Oji the 17th 
of July, I was unanimously renominated at Shelby. John 
Shauck, a venerable Quaker, 80 years of age, claimed tho right 
to nominate me as ho had done in previous conventions. He 
was absent at the moment, but the convention, in deference to 
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liis known wishes, awaited bis coming. From that time until 
tho election, I was actively engaged in the presidontial can- 
vass. 1 spent but little time in my district, as there w-as but a 
nominal opposition to my eloctiem. Tlio Democratic candi- 
date, liarnabns Burns, wars a personal friend, and sympatlii/cd 
with mo on many subjects. Scarcely a w'eok day passed that I 
did )iot speak at least once. 

Of tho jnany speeclies made by mo in that canvass, I recall 
but very few'. I have already referred to my debate w'ith Cox, 
if it can properly ho called a debate. It W'us fi’iendly badinage. 
Ho charged mo W'ith pulling the Morrill tariff bill through by 
a trick. I answered that if it w'as a trick, it was a trick well 
played, as tho bill passed by a vote of 105 to 04, many Demo- 
crats voting tor it. lie complained of tho duties on wool, 
declaring tliat the farmci'S w'ero sacriliced. 1 showed Unit the 
duties on wool had been advanced. 11c said 1 was prcsiclont of 
a Know' Kotbing Tiodgo in Mansfield. I said tins w'as simply a 
lie, aiid that there were plenty of Douglas Dcmocrals before 
mo wlio know it. He said that 1 initiated therein, 8ain Jtichey 
in a stable. I asked who told him that story, when the audi- 
ence called out loudly for Burns. Mr. Burns rose and said lio 
did not tell Mr. Cox so. I said 1 w'Us glad to hear it, that it was 
a silly lio made out of whole cloth, and asked if Bichey was 
present, llichoy w’us in the crow'd, and rose amid great 
laughter and applause and said; “Hero 1 am.” I said: “ Well, 
friends, you see my friend, llichoy, is a genuine Irishman, but 
ho knows, as I know', that Cox’s story is a falsification. Mr. 
Cox says I am a political thief; don’t think ho charges mo 
with stealing sheoiJ, he only means to say I .stoic squatter sov- 
ereignty. It is petty larceny at best. But T did not steal 
Dougins squatter sovereignty,” 

1 then proceeded to define the dilTerenco botw'ocn the only 
tw'o parties with definite iniiiciplcs. Tlio real conto.st was, not 
between Lincoln and Douglas, or bctw’een Cox and nio, but 
betw'ccn Breckonridgo and Lincoln, between free inslitutions 
and slave institutions, betw'een union and disunion. 1 l ofer to 
this (lel)ato with Cox to show how local prejudices ob-seured 
the problem then involved. The people of Ohio Avoro divided 
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was I'di' IldUf^las and I lur l.incdlii, wliili* llid smilli wuh 
!ii(id(Iiiid civf'i’ H'Cdssidii, ir cillii'V l.iiinilii cir l)dii|4;IaM ^d^(lllld 
lid ("Icrldil. 

I wi'iil. itifci iiidsi dl' I liii ('dMj^ii'ssioiiiil (li.slrii-ls df (Hiiiiiiiid 
jii'rcdi v(‘d II. f(l I'diiff |(•!lllill^ ill rii.Vdrdr l•ilu'd]n, Inti ()<lll^^llls|ll!^d 
liiid many sii|i|idrli’t>i. 'I'hd I •diiidriiilic pally '»r Oliici was 
salislicd willi iJdup;!**''*’ pdpitlur .sdVdi(>ip:iil y, dapin'inlly us il, 
as I lii'v all(‘;.U‘'l, liad scciiM'd rriM'iliiin fdi* Kmisiis. Hii'ckdni'idp:d 
liad Ud }i;n'a( InlldU iii).': in dliid, nud U»dl uuU I'Acitdl less. 

.1 spent seveiiil d:i.\s in (lie eaiiviiss in rdini.sy K ii iiiii, Indiiiiiu, 
New .!ers(«y and I'elawuve, all warmly et»jileslt<d atali'is I ltd 
Vdics III \\ hieli w dll Id del iM'ininc I lie ideci idii. || sdon lieetiiiid 
ap)>ari'nl Uiat l.iiienln wiei Mte nitly randitlnle wild einilil si'enve 
a Ilia jdi'il y id llie (deeldiiil vide. This tnid, iiiid (lie kiidWii 
diillenlly id' .seeni iin' ii»i eleeliiui liy Ihe ||iin.*.e in i-iism nf railnid 
id' ait eleelidii liy llin I'lleeldnil ( 'idle^iy ('n'til l\ aided Ulr, liili- 
enlii. I pi'eseiiled tliis iirpiiinenl uilli etii'd and riil}iii*.s.s in a 
Hpeei'li didivered iil I'ldliidelliliiii. nii (he iL’Ih nT NepI dnilu'l', 
IHIil). llwii.M priiiled ul Hid iimeiiiid liii'^ety t'irriilitled. I i|itnln 
a panip:ntpli, wliieli enidaiiiH Ili(< nne fuel npnii wldeli iiiy tii‘f..;ii' 
liieiil. re.sled; 

*' C KNih^"^ Iti tlii' ilivisitiu ilu' IhMUinMvilio |»iirlv 

in tlio tihlv IMIM l.lllll nut |h \t\ It ilitt'iH Ilf (Im’ 

is II fiii'f I iiivil jml tIi' iMi' s fdi' i( utts wiillrit ii{ ()m« Mil 1 nf llii» 

Im' Milt rnro fill i« I||H nf ( 'Ijitl If *>(< »ll UftM I iul tilllirl i«. If tllf f|ff(iti|i 
tvi’iit hi lit* I If If I iiiiiifi] liy iUt* tnlf nf p|iirtilit\ u nilf now iii|‘t|ilfil in 
tUfiv^iiitf in llift { litiin iiiti*|litnMit iiifti Wiinhl i*niiNiMfr il kIiiniiIv 'If* 
niilml ; lull Mil* nilf ft Mif iiiitjnrilv llvfM iln* fimslil tilifun iiimI If I'fhit* 

Mvivmini A iifi fi»r 1/1111^1)11* ilifti M»*' iMiMnimi Miwnlxfs iijiiMi iJif 

llniimt of Uf \ fH, III lliul tnonl Ihf fntisiil niinn usiniifN tint 
til itiiiiifiUutftv, Un Imlltil, it fnun Mif nnt 

Mii4^ lliiiM', limiiiif lii^rIjiM,t nninlu^r nf fiffinnil xiiii-»i, '(‘In* xnlit 

iTiiist lilt tiMvfii siiitfH, jifiit imi liy |^«pifsi*ii{iili%f*i. M'liit iliiiMt niilliii||H of 

I |i|f nf [ ’f nilM I \ illMil will luitit nlllv lllf sjim* |iti|ititni) |inUi*riin tlif nnf 

Innitllisl |lini|H;ii|i| I pill Ilf t )f |u\t iiitt/' 

I reel'll! ly read (Ids epeeeli. iiiid, in view nf Hie nvenl-s 
Ihal rdllnwed, I ran say Had every prnplu'ey nnnle, mid every 
ai'(.'iiiiieiil slided, has heeii verilied and siisliiiiied hy ihe nnircli 
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of ovonts, j\[y opeiiitrg ciiticisiu of Mr. Biichanau’.s iuluiiuivt 
tiutioii may .sochi to bo parti.san a)id luijmst, but ibo gfuirm* 
opinion now is that his fault Wius foobloiicss of will, not iiilmi 
tional wrong. Mr. lluchanan was suiTOiuulod by uicii who bio* 
already made np their minds to destroy the Xfnion, oin> 
wliom had already comniitlod acts of treachery in the dislribn' 
tionof arms and military supplies, and all of whom avo\V('il lb'* 
legality and rigiitfnlness of secession. 1 tiiiiik what 1 said \\a" 
justified by the conditions extsting when tlic speech was inadi’' 
The residue of m3’ speocli was certainly moderate oiioagh bt ‘.al ' 
isfy tbo Jiiost conservativo jnind. I give Uio closing paviigra jilr*' 

“ TliuKo an?, Hu fui* as 1 know, llio uloas of the Jlnpuhliruii jiarp ' 

I njjjKml to ycini* ciindor if tlioy <lo not confmond tiicjnisoivos tt) tin' 
of miHoiuiblo men. Is this tlio juirty which you would comhiim und » 

Hpivo agninsi, iind to defeat which you would unite hostile elcnu'iHsV 
to dof(»nt those idons tiiat you would risk sconos of violonoo in tlu' I hue*’. 
tliO stibvtjrsiofi of tlio con.s*titnti<m by the Sou/iio of the IJnilod 
to dofmit this nohlo jjolicy that you would longer trust u brcilcen-flovs u. i 
nipt unci dcuunra li'/ed admiuislratioii? Is it fortius Umt you would cotitme^^ 
III u puvty tlmt, by a long onjo^unont of llio putrouage of llu*|.»owu»* 

niout, Juis bec/m»o reck Joss nod comipt? 

If you will lake llio vesjionsibilily of jirovcuiting the iiinnipli uf lh»* 
Kopublioan jairty, you may do so, but it will rotpiire a close fusitm of all d**"* 
oiemonts to defoul it. ft is young and vigorouH. It has all the iiiiilv t 
disoiplinoof iho old ])emoomtic parly. Jt Jjolds most of tim opiuioijH, uo-ds . 
fiocl by exporicnco, of Iho old Whig jau’iy. It has the conservalivr iui.d»<r^4 
tion of tile l*eopio’a ]>artyt which has inlluonced its nominations. 1 1 mlh' t* » 
to ovory principle' proolaiiued by tlio old Hepublican party of 
Wo Imvo eonfidoueo in tJio inlogrity and patriotism, and wisdom id 
standard bearers — Tnncoln and llamlin. If Mr. Lincoln cannot bi' 
inondecl as a parlor President, like General riorcc, and is not fainiliur J 
the cticpioUo of foreign courts, ns is Mr. Buchanan, wo know tlmt he 
ost, faitlifnl, oourageons and capable. No man can read )ii« f-vdidmiii d 
bales witli Mr. Douglas, witliout forming a high opinion <»r his ciipa* it ly 
Ho is bettor for having lived bnt a sliort time in Washington, for llml » 
of jjoliticiuns is not particularly cclebnitod for sound nr 

morals. Born in Kentucky, doseendod from a Pennsylvania slork, Jli*» 
and grandson of Virginians, raised in Indiana and Illinois, famlliiir b\ 
own oxpenenco with iho wants and iiilorosta and abjiirations of tlu‘ p*’*'pl| 
ho possesses (ho same tmits of character wliicli made Jacksonaiul L’L\^ ^ 
thoir clay and goneration, leaders of parties and of men. Lot ns, iny fniuu| 
unite in oleoting him President of the United States.*’ 
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liiiK'dlu W((H JId ].S(/ (‘Icdldfiil vo/cs; 

Hn'clii'iii'idt'd 7lJ ; l)iuij;his I'J; Htdl Ji'.l. 'I'Ihm|IU'sI inn llinn wiis 
wlu'dii'f du' |i(>ti|t|(' nf dn* si'crdin)^ sliilns wniiltl (i\v In ciiiry 
infn ('ITnci Mii'ir ilnc'linal inn. I Innl nn ilniiltf. Uiny wnnlil hy, 
Inil. 1 was ('({ually cnnliilcnl diny would fail. 

As nv(>nls |)rn('ri'ss<*il in lla^ sniilh, cili/niis of llin niu'lli ludd 
pn()ulur nuatlinps in iinarly all niir I'ilics aial in many nival 
cnniinunil ii's, 1 was inviti'd Ity lt'inlin>.c citiy.mis of I’liiladid- 
))l)ia. In a( land a. )Mildii. dinni’V in Hail rily in hncnniln'r, 1H(')(), 
I cniilil nni allnlid in {X'lsnii, lad wrnlit llinln a )nl lev whiidi 
didincd (‘li'iirly niy cniiviclicais and iny i‘(au‘('|il imi of llii' dali«<s 
nf nnv in'itpln in vimv nf pas.sin/' I'vniil.'-. I in.'ial il limi': 

\V A*'li I i i H N , I ISlH}, 

( 1 rs I i:s : \ nitv t»r l}io K^ili iir l.i iHo iti u 

iliiiMoi in \ ttni' iMt \ » mi l*Miliiv wiim iliily ii«riM\ ni. 

I r('iiiiMiiln*r with till* ^liiiwii iim iliiiiiijtf (In* iori«iil 

riniviiHM iiv iHU' |iM|iUriil fiiiMiilH iii lltiiaili'ipliiu, lunl wtmlf) mini in\« 

M(*lf nf till* |fr<f|iaNn<l rrh'huifinn, l«V uitli 

rojnirin^H, nvi*r llm ri*i*i'nt hliiiii|ili nf mir |iiilitiritl |»nni'i|ili’«*. Ollu’r mi- 
]Lfll^iMiU<n(M iiml lin\Vt*Vi*r, will Iml itllnw nil* tlliit |fliMI>ill|i*, 

Nn Hhilo rail iliHpiiln willi PriihMlMniia tin* liiMmr of ihia (rinni|ili, 
I Irv nwn Hnn was n|inM t riuK iiiid lin* vniis* nf rniitlttniiiatinn \\ an riii|i|ia(ir nial 
iIi'iMnI vi*. 'riio rlrrtinii nf ( invri’iM»r ( Nil (ill rnri*vluti|n\vri| Imr ilrriMinit, aial 
si n*n^(lhi*iMMl Miir raiiM* In r\iM*v hlah* wlinr fii*i‘iltiiii of i«liM*lii»ii Is allnwril 
III Mill |i<Mi|i|r, lint' Vriilit’l In Nmrlttlirl' iiMSHPiji ItM nl him! Irultli iimmI liri* 
vrnlirl In (li'lnlinr. Ami imw, himsi Mm* NiiMm y in \M«n, |t'| n*i imt (lai 
finit i nf r(. 

l'’ii|i»lilV 1(1 |»riiiiM|ilii iM ilninimiliM I liv Mmi |ii^(lip*tt |ui1i Mili*<}n. M'lm 
If) is finl N>)ji<llii*r Mil'll nr iIdjI jmlirv f*)jnii)(| jiiiMiiil; lull w)fi*i|ji*r an 
hluMI alliiw Mill nnnml In Im* liinluMi iiiln fiit^Mimiihs li\ tliNU|i|iiiiii(isl 

|iai'lisiui**» rnmli*|llllt*i| liy fnin lltMri nf llin jtli', l( is llm rjilim iiimsllnii 

aiiswrri'it hy (4Miii*ial Jiirli**nu in liis |irni*)niiiatiiin nf IhltM. 1 1 is i)ir Niinn 
(pirsiimi ansutMiMl liy ]|i<iir\ (‘lay in l)i<* Si*na{i* in isriM. It is Mm satmi 
i|iirs(i()M iniswiMisl liy Mailisnii ami JflTi«isnn« anil iissniMy liy WaMn ainl 
Jiilihhiin* It is a t|in*sii(in whirl), I fi*iM )i-<sini*th r\ri^ niir nf \iiti will 
answrr, in Mm |iulrinliii hiiijLtuu^n' nf (irixnal Jarintnn * 77 m fV tmt^i 

hi iw't Hx ri'i tit 

Sfi<ih VMiirld hr Mm Vnirr nf Mm wimlii iMinittry, if Mm I'nv rriiniriit was 
Mnl imw* ailinini'tliM i*i| hy Mm.Nr wlm lint niil> (hitMitni htM««njit Iml iirliiatly 
rnnjfiuL il, Jj> hijjiifijf Mu* |Miv\»»j,Hnr Mu* ^iinrifiiimnL a^fiiinsl iln’lf, ‘ria»y 
hill (In* li'tn 1*1 nn)i*ji( Mii*n liaM'hwnrn (n inaliitaln unM ilrfmiM, hiManisti Mm 
prn wlinsn a^p*n(s lln*^' an*, liavi* rnnitiitnnnk Minu, In (hia sjiiiit W0 
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hnvo 800 fi 8 Seoi'of ary of Iho Avith llio firiftncial credit of 

llio govonniiont, ottering forHJiln 1.1)e Ix^jxls of tlje oovernmeui, ami jit djo 
sumo moinenl dochiriti^ tlmt il Avill bn ovnrllirowiu anti lhal ho would nid in 
ovorLlirowiii^ il. AVo poo oilmr lii^h oflionrs roceiviii^ywy for servions to 
tho govorniuont, lunl yrl, at llio siiiiin. numiont, plottin<r its dostruotion. Wo 
soo tlio Irrusury voUIk‘cI by subordiiialn oilicors amid tho ^iMioral ruin. 
Stnni^nr sldb wo won (lio Ihvsiileiit of llu' I'liitiMl Stains acknowlntloin^ liis 
duty to esnculo (ho laws, l)ut rerusirio- to nxnonlo tlumi. Jfn admits that 
tho constif itthiri is tho stipromo law; (hat iinithni* a state nor tho cltl/oiis c)f a 
fitatn ('«/j (liwe^ard II; arKl ynt, annod as hn is with all the e.vccidj\‘(? power, 
ho rofiisivs nvon if> ])n)(oc-t Iho ]>roporfy f>f tin' United Slat(*.s armed 

vlnloiUM). ] To will not lioc'd Crennral (Jass, tho liead of Ins caliiiud. llo 
will not luK'fl Gononil SooU, tho head of tlio army, lie has lrans« 
forrod to Houtluun staloH morn than niio hniulrnd tlumsaiid anus, <»f tho 
nowi^sl palt(‘rii and most offeoiivo eulibro, to l)o Untied against tho govnni* 
numt. 

'(’fio Anu'nnini pnupio are imw livmltlin^ wilii appndienKlon iesl iho 
IVi'siderit allow imr tj(lieni-h anct Hohlinrs to bo shninlitered at llieir posts, for 
u'ftirl of tho aid vehicli ho has reftts<'d, <jr, what is far morn <lis^Ta(*(d'trl, shall 
order t]}t> lla^ of ilia Union to be lowered, willmnl resislance to lawless 
force* 

'rroason sits in I bo oouncils, and timidity conlnds dm exenutlvn power. 
'Ui(v Pj'esitbml lisions lo, niid is etintrolled by, lhn*ats. lie tlieori/es alxmi 
coertdiip; a slato when bo slsnild be imfoivini>; llio laws aoainst ndmiUous 
oili/ons, JIo admits tbiii tho slates have surrondered tim ptover to mnl<o 
IroalicH, coin immoy, nncl re^ulalo eommerne, and yet wo will jnoluilily havo 
tho novel and riilitjulnns farco of a no^otiation betwoon tIm IV<*sideiit and a 
eta to, for tho Ciurrondor of flirts, and lu’scmds, aiKl aovenri^aity, (yVjfi^ress 
can do nothing, for l)io lows now arc sunicionl, if e.veciiled, ]inpeae)?ment 
IB too slow a remedy* constitution provided against every }>roba- 

blo vacancy in ibo ollico of President, but did nol provide for uller inn 
bocilit}'. 

The people, alarmed, oxcitixl, yot true to tho Union and tho constitu- 
tion, are walobin^ witli oagiu' fear, lest the noble {^ovenunenl, baptiv.etl in 
llio blood of tho Kovolution, shall be broken into fragmcnls, Ixjforo tim 
Preskloni elect shall iissnino tim functions of Ins otlico. 

"What pro text is given ft»r (Ids alarming c<mdili<m of a/fidrs? — for every 
troasonablo act Ini.s ils pretext. Wo are told that the {ample of tho southern 
atalcH a}}prch€n{i that Mr. Jdncobi will deprive tlmni (»f their const jun 
tlonul rights. It is not clnimod lluit, as yet, their riglits Imve been invudi’d, 
but Aipoii an (ipprciie)ifiioii of evil, limy will break u|> tho most jirospcrous 
govorinnent llio providence of God ever alloNved to man. 

Wo know very well how ground loss aro tlmir apprehensions, but we 
aro not oven allowed to say m to our follow- eitiv.ens of the simlh. So wild 
is thoiv approlionsion, tlmt oven suoli statesinon as StophoiiH, .Johnson, Hill, 
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Bolts iiiicl wlion they say, ‘wait, wait, till wo stMi wimt this Bo- 

])ublicaii party will attompt,* are donouiicod as Abolitionists — Subniission- 

You know \'<jrv' \rGll that we do zjof. propose to interh’ro In (he slight- 
est (IfjgroQ willi shivery in the states. We know (hat our leader, for wlmse 
election you rejoice, has, over and over again, aniniied liis opposition to tho 
abolition of shivoryin Iho District of Columbia, except ujKui conditions lliat 
are not likely to occur; or to aiiy interference with the inter-state slave trade, 
and that he \vill enforce the constiintional riglit of the citizens of tho slave 
states to rocaptnro their fugitive slaves when they es(a]>e from service into 
tho free slates. Wo know very wtdl that the great f»l)jects which tlioso who 
uleclcd Mr. Tuncoln exjject liiin to accomplish will be to securo to free labor 
its just right to tho territories of the IJnited Slates; to protect, as fur as 
praeticabh^, by wise revinuie laws, the labor of onr pe(»ple ; to securo the 
]>ublii> lauds to atUual setlhu's, instead of lo iiou-ivsid(‘ut sjjcculators ; to 
develop the inti'rnal rtjsources of llio <-ounlrv, by t>peiung new means of 
uoiUMUUiicalion between tho AtlatiUc and the Paeific, and to purify the ad- 
iiiiuistration of tho govcrmuenl fnmi tlio pernicious iiinueiK’OS of jobs, con* 
tracts, and unreasoning party warfare. 

JbU some of you luuy say, all tlus is very woll, but what will you do 
to save tiio Union ^V'hy don’t you com promise? 

Gentloiueu, remeuiber that wo are just rccovorlng from tlio dishonor of 
breaking a logislativo coiu]>rojniso. Wo liavo boon struggling, against all 
the powers of tho go von u) ion t, for six j^oars, to securo practically what was 
expressly granted by a com prom iso. Wo )mvo siiecoodod. Kansas is now 
free. 'Pho Missouri rostriction is now juaetically restored by tho incipient 
oonsiilutioii of Kansas, and safer yol, by tho will of her people. Tlio bap- 
tism of strife tiirough which sho has passed has only streugtliened the pro- 
Jiibition. I'liorc lot it slaiid. 

lint our political oppononls, wlio liavo dishonored tlio word compro- 
mise, wiio tram[)lcd, without a moment’s hesitation, upon a compromise, when 
they expected to gain by it, now ask us to again compromise, by securing 
slavery south of a goograpliical Hue, 'I'o this wo might fairly say: Tliero is 
no occasion for ooinpioiuiso. Wo have done no wrong; we have no apolo- 
gies to inako, and no concossions lo offer. You clioso your ground, and wo 
accoplod your issue. Wo have beaten you, and you must sulnnit, as wo liuve 
done in tho past, and a« wo would liavo done if tlio voice of tho peojdo luul 
been against us. As good oitizons, you must obey tho laws, and rospeot tho 
constitulod authorities. But wo will moot new cpiestions of administration 
with a liboral spirit. Without surrondoring our convictions in tho least, we 
mav now (lis[ioso of the whole lorritorial controvorsy by tho oxoroiso of 
iimpiestionod congressional power. 

'I'lio only territory south of tho line, except that which, by treaty with 
Imliaii tribes, cannot bo included within the jurisdiction of astute, is Now 
Mexico. She has now pojmhitlon enough for admission as a state, bet 
Congress atlmit her as a state, and then slio lias the acknowledged right 
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(<» re^ulalo, nr modify hor domoslio institutions. 8Im has 

iu>w II uoiTiiunl slavo oo<h', rraiu(‘dancl ur^rd u|)r>n lior l>y UM-ritorisil oftlcfus. 
IVucticallv, «l«rorv oxlst thon»« Jt fiov(U’ oan bo usfablfslied fhore. 

In n ro^ion \v1i(’n» tlio oartli yields lior inoreaso onl)' l)y llio ]H'a(!tico of ini- 
^'•nlion, ^lavo Jailor will jjot lio tMUjiloycd. At any rate, it is bettor to seb 
tin all 4|Uoslions about slavtM*y there, by iidinittln^ Iho territory us a state. 
Wlijlt^ a terrjloj \-, It is insisted tlmt slavery sliall bo protected in it. 'We 
insist tlmt C.Vui^ress may ]>roliibit it, iind that the ]>eo]jlo luivo an utulis]mti'd 
ri^lit to (‘xelndo .slavos* Why not, ijy teriiunuting their territorial eotidi- 
tion, (leleriiiino ibis oonlroversy? '1*1 lo J^aine course might now projK'rly bo 
adopted witli all tlio territories of the United Slates. 

Ill (Mich of the tt’rr I Lories (hero are, now, small settlein ents scattetTd 
along tbo llnoH c)f Ininsit. AVitlnii five 3'ear.s, tiio least jio|inlons will 
COM tain .sidlicient p(»|j«la(ioji for a l?i>[jresoniatiro in Congress. Dakota, 
AV'usliiuglon, l^ovada, and Jolterson aro destined soon to be as famillur 
to ns as Kansas an<l Ke lira ska, It Is well wortliy the eonsidoration 
of (bo old stales, wbotber it is not better to dispense with all teriilorial 
org-iniiy.ati<ms always oxponsive and (urbubml — and, at oneo, to carve 
tlie whole into stale’s of convonient si/.e, for admission. Tins was the JelTor- 
sonian plini, wlilch did not cionlemplate territories, but state.s. It was also 
MuuU join’d l>y General Taylor, and, but for his death, would have been 

adopted. 

T’his is an oiisy, ofToufual remedy, within the powtu' of (k)ngress, and in 
iIh nature an irreviuaible act. M*hero is no neci’ssily of an nmondment to 
dm const ilnlioM. U is not at all pndaddo tlmt Iwodliird.s of bot)i Mon.sus of 
(’engross and ibree-fourlbs of the stales can agree to any ainendnumts. 
Why iiUoinpt It, unli'ss fo invito inuv eonlosis, to again arouse soclional 
aininosilios? We knew that if Mexico Is ac{|niri‘d iho sontli will demand It 
for slavery, and llio norlli for free institutions. Wo must forego, foj- tlio 
presmit, innv con(|no.HLs, unless tho love of iicipiisition is stronger than the 
love <d denii'stio pcjum. 

Suppose it to bi^ eoruuuled tlmt llm (!onslitution should bo ainondod, 
wlml aincndnient will satisfy tlio sonlliV Netliing loss than the ])roteotion 
of slavery in (lie ((‘rriloilcH. Jbit our people i^av(^ pronounced against it. 
All who voled for Idneein or Air. Douglas ^ - ov(>r three million throe 
linndrod tlmnsand citixons- voted ngain.st ()n.s claim. J/O.ss t)mn a million 
voled for it. Should tbo great nuijoril^' yield to a meagre mitiority, espe- 
eiiilly ujidor ilirealH of disunion V 'I'liis minority demand that slavery be 
proLi‘et(‘d by llio oonsLitulion. Our fathers would not allow iho word 
♦slave* or ‘.slnvc’ry’ in tlio constitnlien, wlion all tlio slates ])nt ono woro 
Hlavfdiolding. 8hall we intniduco tbt'se words when a majority of llio stales 
are frins and wlmn llio progress of civUi'/ation has arrayed tbo world against 
slavoryV .If tlje 1(>V(J of pouco, and ease, and olliee, should tempt j)oliti- 
oiaiiH and nierobaiils to do it, tho ]M;nplo will robel. 1 assure you, wlialevor 
may bo tho conHcquonco, tliey will not yield their inond convictions by 
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strongtlioninf( tlio influence of sluvory in tliis country. Kneont events have 
only clciop^nefl tliis feeling. 

4 'lio struggle to ostublisli slavery in Kansas ; tlio froquiMit imiixlors 
and inobbingSjin the south* of northern citizens; the present turbulence and 
violenoo of soutlieni society ; the manifest fear of the freedom of speech and 
of the proas; the dangor of insurrection; and now the attenqit to subvert 
tiie govornment ratlior than submit to a constitutional election — these 
events, disguise It as you may, havo aroused a counter irritation in the north 
that will not allow its ropresontutives to yield merely for ])eace, more than 
is pros(5ribnd by the letter and spirit of tho constitution. Kvery guarantee 
of this inatninienl ought to bo faithfully and religiously observed. Hut 
wlieu it is proposed to (Jiange it, to scciiro new ginirautees to slavery, to 
extond and protect it* you invoke and arouse tho anti -slavery feeling of 
tho nor ill lo war against slavery evorywboro. 

1 jun, thoroforo* o]ipobed to any clmngo bi the constitution* and to any 
uoinjironiiHO that will surnMidor any of the priiuaples sanctioned by the poo- 
])lo in tbo rocont contest. If tlie personal-liberty bills of any stale infringe 
upon tiio oonslitution* they should at once bo repealed. Most of them have 
sluinborod upon tbo statute book for years. I'hey are now seized upon* by 
those who are plotting disunion, as a pretext. We should give thmn no ])re- 
text. It is always right and proper for eaoh state to apply lo state laws tlie 
test of tho constitution. 

It IS a remarkable fact tliat neither of the border free states — New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois* nor Iowa — havo any such 
upon tlioir atatulo books. Tho laws of these slates, against kidnapping, are 
similar to those of Virginia and Kentucky. The laws of other slates, so- 
called, 1 111 VO never o])eratod lo reloaso a single fugitive slave, and may bo 
rogavdocl simply as a ]»rotest of those states against tho harsh features of tlio 
fugitivo slave law. So far as they infringe upon the constitution, or impair, 
in tho loiiHt, a constitutional nglit, llioy are void and ought to be nqioaled, 

I venture ibe assertion that there havo been more cases of kidiuLp]iiiig 
of freo nngroes in Ohio, than of pcaccablo or unlawful rescue of fugitivo 
slaves in tho whole United Stales. It lias been sliown that the law of reca])- 
turn and tho penal tics of rescue liavo been almost invariably executed. 
Count u]) all tho eases of rescue of negroes in tho north, and yon can And in 
your nows[mpors inoro cases of unlawful lynching and murder of wliito mi'ii 
in the south. Those eases havo now bocoino so fiequent ami atrocious, as to 
domand tbo ationlion of tho gonond government. 'Pho same article of the 
constitution that seeuros tho recapture of fugitives from service and justice, 
also secures tho rights of citizens of Peim.sylvania and Ohio lo all the immu- 
niticys and privileges of citizens of the several states. No law lias been 
passed by Congress to socuro this constitutional right. No executive au- 
thority interposes lo iirotect our citizens, and yet wo hoar no throats of ro- 
talialion or 1‘obollion from northern oilizoiis or nortliorn states. So, I trust, 
it may uvur bo. 
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iujL conceal from ouch other. Jt is oiflior hostilities between the govern- 
nuMit and the seceding states; or, if so]}nratian is yielded peaceably, 
it is a war of factions - ■ a rivaliy of insigniricant communities, hating 
each othei-, and coidomned b)' tlio civilized world. If war results, what 
a war it will l)o I Contemplato the north and south, in hostile array 

against ouch otlier. If those sections do not know eacli other now they 
will (hat, 

Whi are a nathui <»f military men, naturally fiubulent. becaiiso 

wo are free, accustomed tt> arms, ingenious, energetic, bravc‘ and strong, 
JMie sufue qualities that, have enabled a single generation of men to 
dev(dop the lesonrces nf a eontiimrit, would enable ns l(» ilcstroy more 
rapidly than we liuve conslnicted. It is idle for Individnals tjf either sou* 
lion to siq^pose themselves sup(*rior in military power, I’ho French and 
ICnglish tried that (pit?stiori for a liKmsaiul years. ought to know it 

now. d’he I’esult. of the contest would not (hqieiul upon tlu' lirst blow or 
tlu^ first year, )jut blood shetl in civil war will yieltl its Imhdiil fruit for 
generations. 

How can we avert a calamity at which lumianity and civilization shud- 

der V I know mi way but to cling to the government framed by our fathers, 

to administer it in a spirit of kindness, but in all cases, without ])artialit3', to 
enforce tlie laws. No state can roleaso ns from the duty uf obeying tlio 
laws. The ordinance or act of a state is no defonso for treason, nor does it 
lessen the moral guilt of that crime. Lot us cling to oacli other in the ho]>o 
that our differences will [lass away, as they oflen have in times past. For 
tiie sak(5 of jieuce, for the love of civil liberty, for tlio lionor of our name, 
our race, our religion, let us preserve the Union, loving it bolter as the 
clouds grow darker. 1 am willing to unite with any man, wlmtevtu* may 
have been his party relations, wiaitover may be his views of the existing dif- 
ferences, who is willing to rely on tlie constilntitm, as it is, hu- hisrighfs; and 
who is willing l<i maintain and di‘fend the Union und(?r all circumstances, 
against all eiuuuies, at home or abrontl, 

Paithm me, gentlemen, for writing you so fully. I feel restrained, by 
tlio custom of the House of Kepresenlativt's, fnmi engaging there in jicHt- 
ical debate ; and yet I feel it is tlie duly of uvory eili'/en to prepare his coun- 
trymen for grave events, that will lost the strength and integrity nf the 
govormnont. 

Believing that our only safety is in a firm miforceinent of the laws, and 
that Mr, Lincoln will i^xecnte that dut}^ williont partiality, T join my hearty 
congratulations with yours tliut ho is so sotui to be the President of the 
United Slates. With groat rospoet, T remain, very truly, 

Your obedient servant, 

John Siikiiman. 

Messrs. WiM. Ukaii, 1). J. Cocukan, T.. S. Fi.ktciikii, IT, E. Waij ack, 

On AS. O'Nkm.l, Committea'^ 
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l{ECOLI.ECTfONS 


Tho loiidiiig oveiit-s in the progresHivo secession may bo 
brJelly sialcd. Tlio hilatcs of .South Carolina, treorgia. Missis- 
siiti»i, Florida, JiOuisiaua, Y\lal>ania, Arkansas, Texas, North 
Carolina-, 'Jennesseo, and Virginia., sovcrally in the order named, 
adopted ordinances of sccos.sion. Each of them committed 
acts of war against the United States. 'J’hey .seized forts, navy 
yards, ur.souals, (‘.nstomhonsos, po.st olficos and other public build- 
ing.sof tho ttuifed SUitos. .South Carolina, on tlio 27th of Bc- 
coinbor, ].S(K), seized Fort ^foiillrio and Castle I'incknoy, a light- 
lionso tender, a.nd a sc.hooncr. On tho lUst, .she took possession 
of tho United States ar.-^cnal, post office, and customhonso in 
Charleston, tho arsenal containing .seventy Uionsand stand of 
arms and of.liov store's. On tlio Dili of January, ISfU.sho took 
]i()Sscssion of tho stoann'r “Marion” at Charleston, and on that 
day tho “Star of tho West” was fired upon. 

Georgia, on I ho .second of January, IHfU, took possession of 
I'kirls I’nlaski and Jackson and iho United States arsenal. On 
tho 12(.h of January, .slin took posso.ssion of the arsenal at Au- 
gusta, containing howifzeis, cannon, maskots and largo .stores 
of powder, ball and grape. On tho same day she seized tlio 
United Stafes steanu'v “Ida.” On tho Hth of Fohrnary, slio 
took possession of all the money received from customs. On 
( he 2Jst-, she seized three Now York vessels at .Savannah. Flo- 
rida, on tho 12lh of January, I.Sfil, l-ook possession of tho navy 
yards at Furl. llaiTitiicas and jMchao ; also tho Cliattahoochoo 
ar.sonal, eenlaining HOIGHH) cartridges of dilToront pattcrii-s and 
fitVIdd poitnds of gnnpowdor. 

Ahihania leek p().sHeKsi()n of Fort Morgan, tho Mount Ver- 
non jii's(ntal, .some piec(!.sof cannon, and largo aniounls of inniii- 
tions of war. Slw look pos-so-ssion also of tho rovomic cutter 
“ fjinvi.s ( ki.s.s.” 

‘Mi.^sissippi, on the 2dth of .'lannary, wizod tho fort at Ship 
.Island and tho llnili'd Siate.s }n).s]>ital on iho jMi.s.si.s.sii)pi lUvor. 

On the I tth of Jaunary, Uonisiana took pos.sos.si<)n of Forts 
Jack.son, St, l’}iilli}w and .Fiko, and tlio ansonal at Jiaton Itongo 
containing fifty t.honsnnd .small arm.s, twenty heavy pieces of 
ordnance, three Jmndred Iwirrels of ]io\vdcr iind other military 
supplies. On the 2Stli, .she took p(),ssc.ssioii of all commissary 
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a?Kl qiiarterinastei' stores in the possession of United States 
otlicials witliin her borders. On the livst of February, she 
.sei'/iotl the mint and ciistonihonse containing SyOD,«‘3(Xl in gold 
and silver. 

'I'exas, on tlie 20th of February, took Forts Chadbonrne and 
llolknap with all the property of the Overland Mail Company. 
On the 2yth, General 'r\vigg.s, an oHicer of the army of the 
United Stato.s, traitorously sniTendered all government stores 
in his command, estimated at §1,300,000 in value, including 
money and specie, thirty-live thousand stand of arms, twenty- 
six pieces of mountain artilhuy, and other military .stores. 

On the 2nd of March, she seized tho revenue enttov “Dodge” 
and ]'’ort Brown. 

Arkansas seized the anscnal at Jattlo Kock, (‘.ontuining nine 
thousand small arms, forty cannon, and a quantity of animnni- 
tion. 

Virginia, according to the statement of Governor Iiotchcr, 
would have .seized Fortio.s.s Monroo, but that it ivas lii’inly hold 
by national troops. 

These were .some of tlio acts of war committed by tho seced- 
ing states before tho inauguration of vVbraham Lincoln. 

What was done by the administration of Jamc.s Buclianun 
to meet these acts of w'ar? 'J'ho answer to this (piostiun is a 
most painful confession of fochlcnoss, vacillation and dishonor. 
It was shown conclusively that Floyd, tho Hocrctavy of War, 
during 18(50 tvansferrod from Springfield and other armories to 
southoru ar.scnals {)5,0(H) percu.ssion muskets, 40,000 altered 
muskets and 10,000 rilles. On the 20th of October, ho ordered 
40 columbiadsand four 82 poundcr.s to he sent from tho ansenal 
to the Fort, at Galveston in 'I'cxas, tho huilding of wdiicli had 
hardly been commenced. It was shown by a I’oitoii of a coiii- 
mittco of tho House that tho vessels of the United States were 
di.spcr.sed by fcbo Secretary of tho Navy to distant ])ort.s, for the 
purpose of preventing their use in the dofomso of the property 
of the United States. 

'I’ho Mobile “Advertiser” said: 

“ During llio past yonr, 13&,-I30 oiu.skol.s }mvo bopii fpiielly tnnisforred 
from tho iiorlhern arsonul ut Spriiigfleld iilono, to llioso in tho Boulhorn 
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stnUis. Wo iiru inuoh lo Soorolary Vloyd for tlio forosi^lil he lias 

thuH clispluyod iii <li«ariiiin^ <Iio noitli :Lnd i/ui ^oitih for (/tts enter- 

(jennjf 


Jelferson Davis, on January 18(i0, iu introducing into Uio 
Senate a bill io authoriy.o Uio sale of public anus to thesevora! 
slates and l.oml,ories, siguilicuntly said: “'J'horo aro a number 
of volunteer conipauios wanting to inindniso arms, but the 
slates luivo not a .sulludent sup])ly.*^ 

This bill was agreed to by tlu'. Senate by a pai ty vole, yeas 
2S, nays J8. Iu the Mouse the bill was never reported. 

Mr. Duchanan, i** hi>s annual message at the beginning of 
the 2nd session of the llOtli Cougre^ss, unnonneed the startling 
doctrine that a stato c<njld not bo coerced by the general gov- 
ern niout, and said: 


‘<ArU‘r lUuuU Horious ndloolitm, J liavo nrrivc’d nt tlio eimclusion lluit 
no [)nw(*r lias tUdognlod Ui (hnigross nor to any otliur tlo[>nrlinonl 

of tlio fodond gi^vi'niinnu . Jt is iminifost, upon an inspi'oCion of tlio oon- 
HtiliUion, tluil (his is imt uniong llifi spt>oilio and iniuiiionUod powors gninlcd 
to Oo/?gri\s.s ; and it is ivjnnJIy aj>[airon( <l»ii its o\orc*iso ts i» ot ry 

und pKJpor for uarryiiig in(o oxinMition* any oiio of llu'so powiTS.’* 

Again lie says: 

AVilliout di'.sisnuling to particulars, it may bo safely assorlod llml tlia 
power It) ]iiaifo war agiiiust a sln1i> in at variaiioo wilt llio wtioto spirit and 
inUuil of ()in uonstiUitioii. 

fut't in, dntf our rc’stH upon piddio <>|jfn!on, aiid enn novuf 

bn (s>iiioidi'<t by Oie> Ub«)d of its uitixnns slusl in civil wur. If it cunnol Hvo 
jn llio aiTonlioiis of (lio piM)]*!!' it uiusl onn day jjorisli. Congrr^ss possossrs 
many inoium of preserving it by (MHudliation ; but the sword was not placed 
in tlu'ir Imiitl lo ]>rusi*rva it liy fontc,’* 

Thin cloc.trino, if iUMinioKo.tMl. in, woiilil leave tlio United 
StatoH utloi'ly t*ow(U-kw to iiresorvo its own life, wltatovor 
inif^liti bn tlio. oxiffonoins, oven againsti tlic most insigniiioaiit 
state iu tlio Union. Tt was inanifost tliat while Ihiclianan ro- 
nuiinod I’ro.sidont, and Ctnnniandoi’-in-Clncf of the armj' and 
navy, it was utterly futile to resist tho secession of tho least of 
tlieso states, or oven to proioot tho pnlilic property iu them. 

On tlio 'Itli of Dm-oniiior, iShO, the ITouso of Representatives 
ovganiy,(>d what is known as tlio “(•.oinmitteo of thirty-three,’’ 
of which Jlr, Corwin, of Ohio, was cluiirman. So much of the 



i‘rosiclont’s message as related to tlio ])oriloiis condition of tlio 
coLiiitry \v<as referred to it. Propositions of all kinds vvcro sent 
to the coinniittee, but the final result was, as anticipated, a 
disagreement upon all the measures proposed. 

On the ICth of January, Mr. Crittenden olTcrcd his cele- 
brated resolutions, proposing certain amendments to the con- 
stitution of the United States, in relation to slavery, but they 
were rejected in the Senate and were not acted upon in tho 
House. 

A peace conrercnco was held at Washington, at the roipiest 
of the legislature of Yirginin, composed of delegates from tho 
several states appointed by the governors thereof. John Tyler 
was president and 'I'homas lowing, of Ohio, was ono of the most 
active and influential meinl)(!r.s of the conference. It sat dur- 
ing nearly all tho month of Pobrnary and reemmnomled seven 
articles of amendment to the constitution. These proiiositions 
were adopted by l lic conference and niiiortcd to tho Senate on 
tho 2nd of March, and were rejected by a vote of J yeas and 
84 nays. Subsequently they wore again olTorod by M r. Critten- 
den and rejected by a. vote of 7 yeas and 28 nays. 'I'hey were 
pro.sonted to the House on tho l.st of March, IHtil, and wore 
there rejected. 

A Senate committee of 18 was organized on the IHth of 
Uecember, 1800, to consider tho condition of the c.ountry, but 
its report was disagreed to by tho Senate, Ma.ny other iiroiio- 
sitions of adju.stment Avero made both in the Seinite and 
House, but none of them wore agreed to. Not only were no 
measures a,doptod to [uevent .secession, but it was propo.sed by 
jMr. Mason, that, to avoid the possibility of aconllict between 
tho forces of tho army and navy and of tho seceding slates, all 
the laws providing for tho use of the army in aid of the (iivil 
authorities in oxeemting tho law.s of the Unitcal States, shouUl 
bo suspended and made inoperative in those sl.at(!s. The.so 
were tho lawapas.sod during the term of President .la<*l<sou and, 
at his earnest request, to enable the govc'rnnumt to (uiforc.e tho 
hi.ws of the United States against the op[)osi|.ion of tlu^ State of 
South Carolina. It was a striking pre.scndalion of tho ililfer- 
cnco between Oonoral .lackson and .lame.s Uuebanan. 
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Mr. ITunlov, of Virginia, proposed to retrocede to the seced- 
ing stutoh-, tho properly of the United States. The last act of 
JelTorson Davin was to offer a joint rcsolntiou providing: 

“ I'lmli iipoi) till} iippliuiiliun of ii siulo, oitlior llirougli a coiivonlioii or 
logiHliiturii llii'roof, listing llmi 1)10 fi'derii! forces of the army anf) niivy iiiity 
Ito whlulniwii from its limits, ilm i'resiileiit of tlio Uniteil States shall order 
till) witliilrawiil of tho fudoiul garrisons, and take tho neodful security for 
till) siitoly of tho publlo property which may rumaiii in said state. 

“'I'liat w)wiwvw a .state eoiiveniion, duly (in<l lawfully asseinhlpd, shall 
onur.l that (lio aiifuty of the slate roipiires it to keep troops and ships of war, 
tho I’roaideiU of tho United Stales be, and ho is hereby authorized and 
direetod to rocogiuze llie exercise of that power by tho state, and by proo- 
Iiuiuitioii to give notice uf the fact for the iiifonnatinn and governiiient of all 
parties einioorned.” 

On tho 11 hit of February, 18G1, Burton Craige, of North Caro- 
lina, offered a joint resolution: 

“ Tliut the IVesidenl uf tho United Stales b<>, and is lieroby required to 
iioluiowlixlge the indopemlenee of said govoriiuient ('I’lie Confederacy of 
till) Uiiiloil Slates South) as .soon as ho is iiitonned ollieially of its establisli- 
iiient ; aiul that ho roeeivo such envoy, aiubiissador, or eoinuiissioner us may 
nrshiill bo appointed by siiid govorinnent for tho purpose of iiniieably ad- 
justing tho miUtiD'S in dispulo with said goveniiueiit.” 

Such was the liopcicss condition of tho United States in the 
last months of tho adininistnition of James Buchanan. It 
would appear from tho resolute action of tlie seceding states, 
their union as Confedorato States, the hopeless imbecility of 
tho Prosident of the United States, tho presence of the seceded 
traitorn in both houses of Congress, the weakness and feeble- 
ness of that hotly, left but little hope for tho preservation of 
tho Union. Tlio future presaged a civil war, and opened up a 
dark prospect, a, discouraging example for future republics, but 
tiie 4tU of March came, and a new life was infused into tho 
national councils. 

Tho second session of tl\e 3Gth Congress commenced on the 
Bid day of December. Tho message of the Prosident I have 
already commented upon. It was regarded as a feeble wail of 
despair, an absolute almegation of the powers of tho general 
government. No expectation or hope was indulged in that 
tho Presidont would do any act or say any word to arrest or 
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delay tho flagranti treason, then being committed in .South 
Carolina. “After mo the deluge” was written on every page 
of Ins message. Our only hope was in tho good time coming, 
when, at tho close of his term, he would retire to private life. 

Having charge of tho appropriation bills as chairman of the 
committee of waj's and means, of the HGtli Oongre.ss, I was only 
solicitous to secure the pa.ssage of tlieso bills, so that tho new 
administration would have monoy to moot tho current wants 
of tho governmout. Within a few days, all those bills were 
reported, and wore pushed forward and passed at an early 
period of tho sc.ssion. 

I purpo.soly postpone consideration of tho financial condi- 
tion of the Ihiitod States during Ibis session so as to considor 
it in connection with tho moasiires adopte<l at the called ses- 
sion ill July, 18GI. 

^I’ho llonso of Kopvcseiitativos was almost constantly occu- 
pied in con.sidcriiig and rejecting tho many schomos “tosavo 
tho country,” already referred to. Tho only political speech I 
made was in reply to an ingonions speech of my colleague, 
George H. Pendleton, made on the ISth day of January, IHGl, 

1 replied on tho same day without preparation, but with a 
lively appreciation of tho dangers before ns. As I believe that 
it states fully and fairly tho then condition of the impend- 
ing revolution, 1 iii.sert extracts from it here: 

'* 1 luvvi'i lislvM.od will. r.'Spccl tviul iiU«ulU>n U. till lluit luis fullvu (t-om 
iny oollougiic. Much tlml lio liiiH Hiiid I ii])|u-<)Vt. ; hut it 8coui» to tue tliiU 
iii.MloHil of npiiuitliiig to tliistiitk. of iho Houso for couciiiiitioii, 10(1(11103.8 1111(1 
f(jilj(>iinui(((t, lu) should ii|>[)Oiil lo Ihoso nrouiul liiin, who nlotio, provoke tho 
ox(hl(»u(>ut now provailiug in this country. 

“ITo Hiiys lh(j (irtuy Hhouhl not ho used lo oooroo a slato. It hy this ho 
moiiua thill the army should not ho naod to coiupior a staW, lo compel her to 
bo roprosontod, to inainlidn tho oourls or |)oat ofnc(>s within hor limits, to 
hurii lior cities or d(isolalo hor fiolds, lie i.s oiitiroly' oorrecl. 1 do not ho- 
liovo that any iKhuinislralion will pui-suo suoli it policy. But, sir, wo have 
a govornmoiil, a groat govorninoiit, lo mainiain. It is Hupremo witliin llio 
powois dologatod to it ; and it is provkhal with aniplo authority lo proleol 
itself against foreign or doinostio ononiios. It lias the oxolusit’o right to 
uolloot duties on imports. It is tho oxolusivo owner of forts, Hitienals, navy 
yards, vessels, and munitions of war. It has a (lag, tlio symbol of its mitioii- 
aiity, the omhlom of ils power and delormiiiation, lo proleot all those who 
.s.- 1 « 


210 


RECOrXEOI'JONS 


itmy (if riglit gutlior nndor its folds. It is our duty, iis Uk) r6[U'OSont!itives 
of tills govorniuoiil, to ni«iiilaiii and dtjfoad it in tlio of its just 

powoi’s. Has it tresjjassiMl Ujiun tho ri^lds of u sin^‘l(^ individual Y ]3(ies 
lujy of Soutli Carolina all/'^'o iljat tins ^f>vorinnont ])as donn liiin 

wron^* ? No man can say tlial. 'Dio ^ovornrnonl for years Ims been in tho 
Imnds of tlu> Democratic pai’ty, whoso [jowlm’ and patrona^o liavo been (3on- 
trolled cliielly by southeni citizens; and now, when tho J{o[)nblieuu ])iirty is 
aheul to assimio tho reins, thi?si) citizens seek to subvert it. 'riioy organize 
revobitioii nndi'r iIh^ luinio of soeossion. 

“ AVIiat have tlio}' done V 'I'he State of South Carolina has soizt'd llio 
Oiistoinliousiv in tlm city of (Jliarleston, lias closed that port, and pro vented 
tln» United States from the oxtirciso of tlnsir concodtMl exclusive power of 
(adleotin^ tlio rovonuo from imports. It has taken, by force, monoy from 
tho treasury of tho United Stales, and applied it to Its own use. It lias 
S(UZ(‘d the aims and munitions of war of the United Stales deposiUid in 
arsenals within tho conceded exclusive jurisdiction of tho United Stales, and 
turiHMl tliem a^minsl (lie army of the United States. Jt has seized n loyal 
eitiziMi of the Uniled Slates iUi^’a^cd in tho discharge of his duty, iinjiiis- 
oni‘d liiin, and thnnitened Ins life, for llm oxcM'ciso of a jihiin conslitutional 
duty, (‘har^'ino* him with Insistm a^*ainst the Slate of South Carolina. It 
has taken eidzens td difirnml states riu*hlfiilly and |>eacefidly attending to 
tiieir business, insulttsl ihem, inllieted the most th*nTadiiii| indioihiics upon 
iheiii, and llnm f(iiviljly e\pt*lh‘d them. It Inis raisisl a niililary I'oree of 
artillery, eavaliy, and infantry, willi the avowed purposes of expellino, oi*, 
to UKe tlnnr own chosen word, coereiiijL^, the United Stall's from the forts, 
iii^erjals, and ulliei* po»perly of the United S(att*.s W^lien Ala jor Arider.son 
removed from Fort jMoultrie lo h'oit Sumtt'r, it si'l/eil J'^ort Aloultrie, 
Pinekiu'y, and oiher property of the IJniti'd Slates. 

** More rimenlly limy llred upon a vessel in tho employ of the Unitcil 
Statics, (tonveyin^r n^inforuemmUs and provisions lo our irnops, fn this act 
of war, ihoy used the oannon and iimniUons i>f war paid for out of onr 
treasury, h'orts ended by the Slulo of South (airolina to the Unitml Slates 
were used to expel a vi'ssel of the United Slab's in (lie pursuit, of its law* 
fill coinmei'ce. AVIimi the ‘stiir-s[>aii^led banner’ was Iioisled In hi'i* mast- 
head, as a si^ni of nationality, appealing to all tho patriotic n'lsdloetions 
wliic.h cluster around it ymir Huh*, my tla^, thi^ Hum* of \'ir^iniu, of Oliio, of 
Kentucicy, of .Massuehusiats, the (la^r of every stale and of the wlinie Union, 
lh(3 rustle of wliose folds has so oflmi excited the pride and patriotic anlor 
of Amerle.ans r/i every part of tlie Imliiodile ^lohe that inwdo'd for 

the ]>i‘(jtection of an unarmmi vi»ssel, earryino’ provisions In our own troops, 
was fired upon and dishonored. An act of war by cili/eiiH of the Uniled 
Stall's, and theridori3 an act of treasoji, was applauded by olHcers and cili- 
zens of that stale, and perliaps by lluwe of other slab's. It was not an act 
of war against you ami me merely, but an-ajiist ovt'i-y loyal and palriolie 
citizen of this f^reat republic. Uj) lo that moment wu had done m)t]^n^^ 
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'Phis governmont had been nioro forboariiig, inoro quiet, more coin])lac(mt, 
Uii<ler this series of oftouses, than any ^overiiinoiit instituted since the foun- 
dation of ^ovoriiments. 

*‘And now, chairman, the same lawless violence is breaking out in 
other parts of the country. Forts, arsenals, navy yards, and vessels of war, 
iulnislcd without do tense to tho patriotism of the people, have, upon one 
pretoxt or another, been seized, and are now held by lawh?ss force. Upon 
tJio roconiniondatiou of Mem bens of Congress, I’^ort Pulaski was seized by 
troops, under an order from the (JoYerm>r of (ieorgiu. I sv\pposo there is 
not a Member upon tlie utla*!* side who will deolaro that it would bn given 
u[) peaci'fully to the troops of tlio United States if it were doinanded by 
our nation id aullmrities. More recently still, the navy yard at Pensacola 
was taktiii l;y an armed force, under llm order of tlio Governor of Florkhi. 
! lia\‘c li(U-e a ielegrapliie dispatch sent to this goveniinent : 

12^ ISGl, (kunmissioners appointed by the Governor of Florida, 
with a regiinont of armed men at iho gate, deniaiKh‘d the surrmider of 
this navy yai'd, having previously taken possession of one of the niagazi n(*s. 
f surrondorod Iho place and struck my Hag at lialf-]>ast one o clock, [k m., 
tills day/ 

“ Mr. ehairman, suppose Great Prilain, suppose France, suppose all tho 
powers of the world combined, had thus outraged tho (lag of tho United 
States ; would not every one of us have deniaiuled iulmi ami money to wipe 
nut the indignity, and to repel further like assaults, at whale vor hazard ? 
Ycl, sir, the Governor of Florida, before the State of h'lorida had si'codod, 
goes witli an armed force, seizes upon our properly, and turns the gnus of 
tho people of the United States against the army and the navy of the United 
States. .1 am also told — willi what Irulli I do nut know— -tliat cannon are 
planted upon the banks of tho Mississip[)i Uiver, at or ru'ar the city of Vicks- 
lung, in tlie State of Mississippi, and fiml our sleambouts are now (uinipelled 
to land there and to give an a(*eoimt of ihemsolvos. We do not know at what 
moment they may lie subject to tribute and seizure, 'J'o whom V I'o llie 
State of Mississippi r' T agree with all my colleagues from tho Slate of 
Oliio, from both sides of this House, that there is one thing immutablO'-a 
law that is a Iiigher law. It is, that the Afissiasippi l^ivor, gathering all tho 
rivulets of tho northwest into one cniTont, must be jiermitted l{) float our 
coinniorce, uninterrupted and unlramineled, to the .sea, or tliousands <)f men 
will (lout down upon Its waters utul make it free. 

“No one doubts, 1 sujijio.se, lluit the forts at the mouth of the Mississijipl 
are in tho [lossession, not of the troops of the Ibiiled Slates, but troops (Iiat 
will resist iim iroo]>s (\f the Uni let I Slates. There is no doubt that Ibiton 
Houge has been seized ; no doubt, sir, that act after act of war lias boon 
repeated. 

“J ask you, as the repiusentativo of u bravo ]>eoplc, wlial .shall wo do? 
Tho (jueslion is not, shall we coerce a slate V but shall we not defend tho 
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property of tlio United States against all onoinies, at homo and abroad, hero 
or ^^'herov'or tho /lag of o»r country /loafs? jUnst this goi'ornnionfc subniit 
to insult and indignity ? Must it aurroiidor its pruporty, its (lug, its nation- 
ality ? Do you, goiitloitien from Virginia, whoso great slatesnian lind so 
largo a shnro in laying liio foundations (»f onr govorninont, desire to seo it 
til US rJishonorcd ? Am yon ready to join oxoiied inon, w)io will not liston 
tt) reason ; wlio oven spurn your patriotism as timidity ; wlio rojiujt your 
oonnsols, and who would drag you as unwilling victims at the Iicol of thoir 
cur of juggernaut, crnsliing under its weight all liopo of eivll liberty for 
ages to L'oino? Are yon aroused into inadnoss by political defeat? . , . 

** Sir, it was but the other da}' that I was told b}' a distinguisiied citizen 
of an absolute monarchy — and tlio remark made a deep impression on my 
mind — that ho deplored iho events now transacting around us; that ho de- 
plored what lie considered the inevilablo fall of this republic, but, said he, 
one good will rosuU from it; it will stop forever the struggle for free insti- 
tutions in Europe ; it will establish n|)On a secure basis the existing govorn- 
luonts of the Old World. 1 h;lt that the remark was true. If tliis govcMii- 
nicnt cannot survive u consUtutiunul election ; if it cannot defend its jirop- 
erty and protect om* (lag ; if this govoniment crumbles before the first sign 
of disaffection, wliat hope is tlmre for free Inslitiitions in countries whore 
kings and nobles and niai’sluds and lierodilary institutions and laws of 
priinogonitnro have existed for ages ? Sir, when the inassos of any jicople, 
inspired by the love of country, have demanded in modern times the riglil of 
sel^gaveniiuont, tiioy liiivo been |)ointed to Franco with its revolution of 
1708, to Smith Amerieu, wlioro changing ropublics rise and disappear so 
rapidly that nut ton men in tins Ilouso can toll mo their namos, and also to 
>rexicc). God forbid that the despots of the Old Workl should cvm’ adorn 
Ihoir infernal logio by pointing to u disrujdod Union here I It is said, wltli 
u poet’s license, tliat — 

‘ rj'pprlom Hlii’iclfod a a Koschisho fell/ 

“ But, sir, freedom will die with tlio fall of this republic, and the sur- 
vivors of the calamity will find springing into existence military despotism 
north, south, east and west. Insload of two divisions, thoro will bo many 
divisions. The condition of tliis country will t>o worse than tliat of Afoxico, 
becauats wo are a braver, a more powerful, people, who will light ouch 
other ^Yith greater tonaeily. ]f this republic is dissolved, tlio man now 
lives who ^vill be the Napoleon of some section thereof. All history loaches 
us that whenever a free government is disrupted a military despotism of 
force is substituted for the will of the people ; and we have no right to sup- 
pose that our country will bo an oxoeption to the general rule. 

” I appeal to the Representatives of the border states to arrest tlio prog- 
ress of this storm for a littio time, at least. J.et us see wliethcr there is 
any hope for peace and conciliation. If there is not, then, if wo oannot 
agree, lot us tight ; but if wo can agree, let us do it like men, and not be 
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Ijnnii’tl m[T liv Nvilil iiml lnMun» •»( ihvi’ aiitl \t\ llu* 

shcfi' in (Mh V • if w*n iKi ralm 

will Ji^niii ii|ioii oMi* I'tMiiii r\ . If \nii iln iitil, 1 lll•{llill(f Imt ri>i) 

will* Ix'fiUi* ii*<. M V Ifii^^Mt* iiiH\ ill liiMiiiliful linii,Miii}n* l)n» 

i»f |n‘iu*i*; iiiitl 1*1 \ ! priiri' ! * \\hi*u llit*n‘ ik uit [•i-ui**' ; Iml, Mi* 

(Oiuiriiuii], \oii iiiul I iifii*iit|\ in <Ih' \\Ii«’I»' inifilui') 

Hii ii h|iiril wliii*li \\ill ni»t InmiK innfli I'lii^t*’*' iinulo iilriMul\ vn*i\ 
tipnn llin Ilf uiir nmnlru I iln nnt lln I’lilcii, fm' I itmnl tii«e fi<r vni 
nr llll^ <M' tl]i« M nitilii'Pt (if Hiis l|i(U^ 4 «, fnl* I hu 1 1| luiVi* Mit< nifliiniiv 
iMiiini^^n nf Miir Nii‘i\ iitul Wn an* Inil aliiiiiH in tin* Nttnin Iml llnaiMimtl^ lunl 
inilll<>ir< nf iinni, liLn in*, will n’;'i«'i llii* ilu^ wln'ii llii*t *n»\«*i miifml xsun 

llUllii'il ill In It'N 1 ilut imi. xs il laillf ti|i|in) I iimiI \ fni |Mnli'\ ns ilda^. 

•• If iiMir w ill n**i vjni rln* ;;im «*i inni*iil in iiNunniiMin/*' l)ii* 

in till* liti;* *«hiti''i, llirii w I' iini'^t tit* |I in '*|»it** I'f \*«ti, nr I'l icilt 

in ill*' IlMt'IMjit. \N ** lllir'l nnt ullttu <Ii«* }*m\ I n i lMinliln tkf Milk I . 

\ lilt I'aii itiM“*l fill*! iiin\ iMiii-nl, nn*l ^«iti altiim i .m iln it. I ir li n* nlli* 

nil*!! finill S il|'lllll| Ult*( tin* '•imlll, lint >imii (iI I (inil Wllll llii(l;‘‘Jii 4 t l««|l 

will'll >nil |i*i|t| Ilf llin *^111 1 lanlnr nt mil fntr>« uImI till’ Hu liniM*t nf Mill lint* 

Ainllli'X lli»l X nllin UH w i«ll jr> linin' ? I In** ill*' f«‘*'lnu» * I miiiiln in )*« « nimi 

mII'mII^iT llilin till* InSn i*f riiniifi\ r I 14 * K if (In* h.iliM' I Mifi mi i*>iil iilmli 

limii^lit >11111' rdtlinfi iiinl nniin intn rnniniim liaillnlinliln, ainnl nil iln* nlkirinn 
nf tlm Uiu iilnllini, iliii'n iml imvv ichnl xxln'ii >im am f»»iri(l iiiIm a i*uil %\iir 
liy till* nnnliii'M't nf u fnw nu'ii in iln* i^niifliniM nhilni V •^ir, 1 iIm isnt In In i.»« 
il« l'*nr tin* nminnnf. inn)i*r f)in Mimri iif iinJt^*iiian wrMnj[**>, ninj**r iln* «li^ 
U|i|iHiii(innnt nf |inlitii*n| lii'fralt V nur |*i'it|ii«i iiui> In* Iniiin'il jiifn tn l«i nf 
iinnlni'**i ; Imt wIn'ii it*tuniiii).f miiMitt mnn **, xim*' In* Im ilm*!* wlin liuxn Imt 
(lit*ni ii**hiiy I *rin*n a hin(.*|i* \uiii* nf tin* "‘lat *>|ianj.*lin| haMin'i will "^ili in n 
tin* iiii*"*raii|i* putly mi(''i wifli w Inrli >hii Imih' nii 'li if Mn tii. 

**l.i'( iiM niii iliTi'Hi' iiui't'luM willi iln* nit .i iImiI ilir> i »in 

Ik* )imlii*ii ii|i nh Maviiii uini |)i%nii*'i Inin, ni n|>nn tiiiv tiiln i |iin«, ^\)ilimii m 
VuImiii' Iln in all ui* tlii'inl. *riii'ii* i*i im mail, wilh u In .nl f<i i« a* nii Kii*l »« 
lirait In fi'i'l, W Im iUm 'i iml Hlitnlilnt nt tin* ali a t*f i<i\ i| ^^|l|. | In \nn ^ii|« 

|iii*it* (Iml iliiM ^*n\ 1*1 nnmni ran In* ilniilnl m tun, an niHmi# i*i i]i, |ihin nf 

tlm |L.^*nl|i*niaii fmm Vii^nnia ( Mi. I ininnlt i. w nli iln** « npitn), with Him itnniili 
nf tin* M i^ilHMijijii, wirli (In* ImnlMin h, iiml a llimr.uml 9 )»ij||M> |||,ir 
witlnml |irM\Mliin|,' nixil war ? Win, »*ti, wn niin Ht* nil w»n<ii( i*. |.im» jii 
it ; Uii iniiy ibmu iini»<i*K i-n tmnn h ; v.i< ma^ -tnint M|« nn.) \it 111 

i*>i*nlliin^, nr 4 *rin|^nt ilnwn ami xii’M i*\ 4 'i > ilnaii" « Imi I i*^)| v>*(i fli-ii %> ill 
nn( ^f"Ii (In* Pirirt^in^*^ Wliw*t, If (|ii*t n itim nf i- ilivnl* * 1 . h** in i> 

Ui*l«'i' In >ii*|iaiali' til jn'iu i* t)Minji*!i v\t ts Ihnii Io n* Mi,k\ '11*11 l)|.^ 

Wi* liiinvv tliat i*\ i*n<** liiiliikilh Iiiiiiiint* fMiv.nnl will Inmt.* linn* (mnn 

ill aifti\ ii|i*iUii*^l mi'll miIm'i , ati *>1 iImii, ^4 w iir in ilii|i*, 

rniinl r > ijifii I i bimvx llial ^ «*ii r ' •nilhm n |.n.|«l.i nt*' Ihkii*, H. m 

I|ni«’k ; rm ninii ilnnlil » itiui ; Imi if jiitm maHi' unx 

Hinii hlmiil fill' imrilii rn |*ni|i|i* if ym lUtti. Im l 1 ii*i am 4 ’m|i|, 


220 


UECOLLECTIONS 


because tlioyaro not fired by your liol blond, they will not perform tlioir duly 
everywhere, you aro very imieli mistaken. Wo am the ecjinila of osiuh other; 
we are of tlie saino bloo<l, the same parentage, the same character ; your 
warm sun Jms quickened yonr blood, btit our cold climato has steadied our 
intellects and braced our energies. 

**1 again rejieat, Mr. cliainiiaii, that wo should not allow ourselves to lu^ 
dneeivod liy words. 'Plio (piestioii is not whothnr iho United States will 
cfjerce a state, l)Ut whetlier a state sliall coerce llio govoriiniont ; wlmlhm* 
fliis noble falnic, devisial by our fathers, shall fall without a blow. I appeal 
to you again ; I apjjeal to the Ue[>resentativcs of all the states, whether we 
shall allow Kort Sumter, the only place whore our flag floats in tlio Inirhnr 
of Charleston, to bo surrondorod at discretion. 

h'or ono, T say, xkvkr I NKVKn! Even if lo-morrow / should vote to 
give South Carolina license to leave llm Coiifoduracy, if I had the ])owor, 
yet, wliilo that flag floats, it is the bounden and sacred duty of tins goverie 
mont to protect it against all onomios, and at all liazard.s. J had fondly 
hoped, while we disagm>ed, and while 1 kne-w that our disag'ivejiient wjim 
marked and decided, that y<ui, gentlemen of the south, would yi)urse|vca 
take the l(‘ail in the defenst' of onr ]u*o[)c‘rt 3 ' and our hrmor ; tliendoii* I 
sal silent. T liad hopeil that, while wo were discussing, you would insist 
up(m the ]>rotee{ion of the j»roperty of the United Slates, aiul that our Ilug 
slioui<l imt be disliononsl until we separated, in ptaiee or In war. 

“I was much struck by a remark made the other day by the lionoralfle 
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Davis), that if we isould not agree with eai'li 
olhi'r, we onglit to separate in peace- -tliat wo should laloi Unsold flag, and 
fold it a%vay, and ]?eop it as a much-loved memento for ns a)]. Jbit, sir, u-m 
cannot do that now. it has been lowered and tarniyhcil, iiiul wo all kiunv 
and fool it. 

was snii)rised that my tJolleaguo (Mr. Pendleton) did not vote for the 
resolution offered by llio gentleman from New Jersey, in regard to Mujor 
Andoi-son. I hoped that the Ohio delegation W'ould unite in favor of I hut 
resolution. 1 was still ntoro sur|)riscd, allow me to say to the Jtepresiujla- 
lives of Kentucky, that \vhcn their owm gallant son had but p( 5 rfonm'd Ins 
boundon duty they should iiavo refused to vote to sustain liini in his nmictviil 
from Port jM on) trio to llio strongo.st point in Jhs command. 

“ The resolution simply expressed a desire to enforce the laws and h» 
preserve the llniom -no more. I am willing to .stand on this ])lalf()rni. I 
can join heartily with all those who made that pledge, whutovor else they 
may think or boliovo about the questions that (Hvklo our pe<iple. If we cjin 
stand by each other, if our constituents will stand l>y us in that omplmtii' 
declaration, I do beliovo the good shij) tliat has borne us thus far on a 
prosperous voyage will ontlivo the storm, But, sir, if wo yield too far to tlm 
fury of tim waves; if we Jiow .surrender, without resist aneo, tho forts, arsenalH, 
docl: -yards, and otlier property of tlio government:, wo onl)' cl(Mnoiistra(<^ t/iaf 
wo are not fit for the duties assigned us ; and, if our names survive imv 
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times, will only be rocordod as tlioso of ;i do^oiierato race, wlio liad not 
tlio manhood to preserve wliat their fathers won. 

“(ientlemoii cannot come here and say» ‘Wo demand this; or, wo do- 
inaiul that ; stand and deliver.* 'Fluit is tlio lan^na^e of liie lii^hwayman. 
This is a ^noat tribunal, whoio men reason and jnd^e and weioli and doubt 
and hositato and talk -and wo have a ^ood deal of tliat. No section and no 
state can, l>ocanso tlio presidential oloctlon lias ^ono n^uinst it, say, ‘We 
will have tins in tlio ta)nsiitution, or wo will tiro upon your Ha^ ; wo 

will liavo that chan^^j in the ooiistitnlion, or we will seize upon yonr forts.’ 
'Flint is not the principle n[)nn wliich this government was founded. Mr. 
JelTersori, when elec loti Rresidmit in I8()I, deidared the (nio [>riiici[)lo. Ho 
said it was tlio duty of all ^^ood cili/eiis to obi^y the constitution ; to .submit 
to a cnnstitidioiial eh'ctioii ; and lie conenitulaled the oonntry tliat the 
]‘'edenilists were williiin’ to eivo the Democrats a fair trial. 

“ Hnder tlu^ e*rave responsibility upon wliicli we are acline-, T feud it to 
bo my duly to you, to my fellow«MeinbtM's, and to my countrymen, north 
and south, to say frankly, that, in voting for tins army bill, 1 vote with the 
oxpoctation that the army will be used in protiuUiii^ the acknowh'd^(?d 
]>r<)porly of the IbiUed Stal(?s, In recovering tlmt which has boon unlawfully 
talcen, and in maintaining the Union. 

“Jt may bo said that the ^navity of the event.s that surround us domaiids 
a greater force than is [)rovided by this bill. 'J'ho n'^ular army Isa mere 
skeleton. 1’ho present fortje will .'Scarcely debmd our frontier from Indian 
incursions ; but it forms a nucleus capable of any re-unrorcenuMif. doinandod 
by tile oxij^cncies of the tliims. T do not contimiplale, in any event, hostile 
invasions of the soil of any stalt*, nnles.s deJinindi^d for the defense of the 
uehnowledeod jn'uptMty of the United States. It is the duty of the ^overn- 
iiumt to su[)pr('ss iusurr(u;li<ni in a state; but in this event (ho military power 
(tan only be used in striid subordinalion to tlio civil autlierity. If (ho civil 
aulliority refllS(^ to call for sueh aid. or suppn'Ss tlu'i courts, tin* military 
power cannot iuli’rfere. If the courts aiu closed, the dutic'S of posliuastors 
cannot be mifoiced, or (lui mails protected, and thorofore (lui ]>oslal service 
must necessai-ily be suspended. No doubt tliis measure will soon* !)e 
adopted. If tlie nnunnm is refused, or cannot bo collected, thou ^ooda can- 
not bo imported, and ports must bo {dosed. If a stale shall, in violation of 
the constitution, underlako to regulate commerce, then her commerce must 
be suspcMidod. 

“No doubt other measures can be devised Unit will preserve the peace 
of tlu^ country until the people of the stales may confer in a constitutional 
way, unless one or iiiori^ of the seceding stales shall, l)y military force, slit?d 
the blood of iheii- bOlow-oitr/ens, or refuse to surrender to (he ]u*oper 
authoriti(‘S the aciknowled^cd property of the government, I know tlmt all 
the ^enlhuncn around me must deo[jly deplore a civil war, especiiill}' if that 
war shall involve the fate of this cajiitul and Iho disruption of the gov- 
LM-nniont. No man can contomplalo tlio inevitable results of such u war 
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witlioiil tiuntiost sorions dosiro to jivorl it. It is our duty as MuinlxMsof this 
l[ousi‘* it is till* fluty of <-oa)^TosB, ] ani hH|»]>3' to say it is now the ackiiowi- 
chily of llio rivsident, as it is of the iucornin^ administration, to iiso 
forluMiraiKT to tlio ('Xtn'niusl ])oint. l.i't not jdivsical force ho arrayed in 
ci\ il war nniil tlio last liojie of ])tMice niid <‘oncilialioii has been (»xlmusted ; 
thi'ti lel cjich hniiudi of Iho ^ovorinneiit, noting in cfmcerfc witli eaeJi otlior, 
jicrforni ils r(’s|M»o(ivo duties, though ilu' lu'avons fall ! 

WMial curt \v(» do for |KMiro and (‘oiicilialioii ? I antici|)ato at o?io« 
yiuii' I'cply ; you say, *I.ot lus oontproitiiso ; yield wliat wo demand of you.’ 
Jad ns ctiinprojniso, and will prosfu'vo the IJaiion ; civil war will 1 h) 
ayt'rled. M’lns, 1 l<no^y, is the oiirnest a^ipcnd of ])alri<jtic men in tlio southern 
slates, who wnnhl ^hidly ^ive thoir lives tc) slfip the march of treason in those 
Hhites. How useless it is to talk ahmil comjiromises, concessions, concilia- 
titm, adjustment, wlum, if ovoi'y tiling* was conceded, the integrity fif the 
government nniy 1)0 broken up by a nuijfU'ily <jf a single state. If we lif)ld 
this thiion, ancl all llio ri/^lits it se<nn*es to us, ami all the hopes wo haso 
upon il, upon the whim or will of a single slaU*, then, imh‘ed, it is tlio 
weakest ^overniiienl i>v('r devisful hy man. If a .single state may destroy our 
nalifnialily, (lum, indeed, is the wisdom of our fathers tlH‘ wisdom of laihes. 
Wo can lu) hinder talk about the weakness of the old cfinfedenicy or 
anarchy <jf Mexico. 

“Sir, wo owe it as the imist saiuvd f»f duties to put down (Ills hi'resy. 
If it now kulilies itsidf hy sectional aniiiMJsitios, if it rises from parly 
rehellinn to sectioiml and (tivil war, Htill it inusl, and will, ho met with 
dfdonniiual resistance. Upon this point, I am ^*lad to say, flio jjeoplo of 
Ohio uve nuilml, if llu\ uiuinimouH voice of the legislature of that state \s a 
iruo indifuition. 

“Again, 1 say, what is the use of concession, conciliation, or coin- 
promise, when, if we yield every tiling you demund, you cannot say to us 
Ml will save ns from illsunion f»r warV’ Are we not in danger of tpiarrcd- 
iug about terms <d‘ ccmeiliiilion, wlien traihus are overthrowing the govern- 
ment we wish to '[iresiM*ve? Are we not dividing ourselves hu* their henolitV 
Mlml will satisfy South (‘’arolhni and ]<'lorida and Mississippi and Alahanm? 
They want disunion, ami not oompromiso or conciliation. The Democralio 
parly would not iigrcm to their tonus, and they seceded from the Olmrh'sion 
and Ihdliiiioro eonventinns. Is it likely that we will yield what oiir riorlliern 
Deniocnitio friends could not yield? (ain you expect this ‘black Repub- 
lican purty/ as you plcnso to csill it, will yield to you what your iiorlhorn 
Doiimcndic iissoc.iates dare m»l? It is utlorly idle to talk about any such 
icnuH of concession. I do not belie vo any terms whi(?li our people could 
yield, ami preserve (heir own solf-respect, would satisfy South Carolina, 
I'Morida, or some of the oLlier soutlioni states, because they aro bent Ujiion 
disunion. 

“ Wo know that gemt lemon who roprosonted South Carolina on this 
iloor, if the noNvspapor.s corroolly report thorn, dec-larod in llio Charleston 
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run vontimi. firKl nllv, liiut t)M*\ Inul IhhimUmI t%\v\- ihls nuiMi^i- fitim hnij' 

VriU'H, ainl llmt tliry tmlv an tipjim iiiuit \ , lui «tr, if I iiiii> 

UHO Ihn wrhl, u fur llii* hrrii»^ii»Hi of flu' Stair itf Snilli <*.i)nlniu mill 

lilt* illsruplirlt of (111* ( Nlirn. Stmir hlllh'il lliikl llir\ }iUi| |l|•lllt|^il iivt'l' itr*' 
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iliiliii { \ riillaniii, Wr Kijrw tlml in fhr t|iii‘f i irtr^ tijnm ulni li lliis 

rrviilufirn in fiir^Mirtl ui-rr uiiliufril^ aii >1 fioin ilmt (inn* llm \Mnii^ 

iiirn nt Siinfh (’iiittliiin )iii\r linMi «m|iiimIi*i 1 in liir Tlitn*) nf ili'riiiiiiin Tliry 
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ilitil fliav hpprt'liriiil llial ini ii\ri ^vltrliiiiin*' anti '->lM\ri\ rliiin nl rt alt’*ul tn 
lir ijiin^fiirnlril in tlmt v\i)i« ilim th m iinliirrlh, iilTri | i)m^ l onr.iim 

linliill ri^[ltU rf \ inir nfklfi N. 

" prriiap'i \ MU uill irllfr^n, mIhiI \nit liMMU ir I'r t|ii«<, lliat fta |.<t)ttiral 
pUl'pn'ti’H, in llir alru^fP'lr nf part i^iiii*^ for a^-rrtalnin'N . ImiiIi |«riita >» in flm 
KtlUlll llll>‘t* Ullih'ii (m Hit* llir ^-mitlirili luitnl anaili' f t|ir li.th tl * li|,n K llr 
|»n)>lirilN** * /if llu* Spr/'t'l/r ♦ liair /IrJ-iUfiJ. *» ntr#<* i * 
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HluM«rV in tin* ^hl W< tn r % ptr i^ilinh*! It a > liiit a %» ti tr *• t..«l 

iflUlUunil Vnr hnatr^t* •^■•lai* i.f V'*nt f. I 1 >r-. N|> ml-. » ; |. > .-in 

ininali’il, uitlmnt trialinir , lllr-tih k\l|l(*‘llltV *‘n*'«*f \ ***fcl Mi'll Itlt 'n'^ k*'l| 
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ctf your stiitt'S that tlie poojjln dP thn noHh havo breii eclucafod in 
lli(’Si» HOiititiicvits, )u-of(‘SH tlioni, and am ^diij^ {a j>iit (hnvM sluvi'ry in the 
atutds, ytm ilo a ^mul t.<j llio Intel li^'onco and tlu^ safety (jf yonr 

“ [ linvt' lunn'd lierc^, nv{^v and tnrr a^ain, tiiis oourso of a^'ltation, pur- 
siU'd only tln^ otlior clay in the <»f the UnlUnl Btaies. Mr. i)oug]as 

([uottnl from ono f)P ilio spi;c'clu‘s of Mr. Jancoln llmt [)asaano so faniiiiur to 
us ally that, in Ins opinion^ the stales would at somo day ho all slave or all 
friMU Sir, in IIiIh Ihno wliori tlin pen)plo of tlio soutlieni states are in a storm 
of ('xi'lleiuont, that Sj>eeoh of tho Senator from Illinois is sent over those 
slal<>s as teiidino to show llmt Mr. 1/incoln would \u some way iulerhuo 
w ill) si a\'ivry In the stales. Mr, Utu-oln answered tliis infereiieo with a 
solemn discdaliuer over and over ajrain on iho same ‘.slump’ with that Seim- 
tor. 1 ask whether it was just t(^ quote llio opinion without the dis- 

ednimer? It certainly was not, Wo mi^lit answer all you say hy declaring 
that the llopu]>!i(ain party does not propose to int<n‘fere with your ct)nsiitn- 
tionnl rlolits* F have no donht (hut the administration of Mr. Lincoln will 
carrj' out the <loclriries of the Chicago ])lutform ; hut not the philfonn as 
yon ]jervtM‘t it. Sir, it will mmvlnne the souihorn pcojde that all the things 
said uIkiuI us are nuhumch’d. What, then, will ho tlio fate of hundreds of 
politicians in the' soutliern .states who have stirred tlieir jicfijjle up to the 
pri'Simt intense i‘xeit(’iiirrit V 

tlu‘ ha|iiisjn of misn'presc‘ntati<m, through w'hicli this Hepuhlican 
party has thus far ndvniiccd, does not excuse us from doiii^r a|] in niir power 
to pmtluco cdiii'ilialioji, IiarnuaiVj pcaice, quied, a fair and honest adjnslment 
ot all the diflhuilties ihal sniTound ns. . , . 

*‘Ntnv, Mr« ehiiinmni, I have ^<>ne over the whole held. 1 liav{j ^iveii 
lUY views, speaking f(U‘ iu> other man, frankly and fearh'ssly, and I will 
staiul hy them now and in the fnUire. I have given y<ni my opinion upon 
all Ihoso points. I tell you llmt this wliolo conlrovor.sy was fouglit and 
won l)y UH two years ago, aiul all yon luivo to (lo now is to admit Kansas. 
That is the only act of power now needed. 'J'hero lot it stand. J/ct ns 
live logether like a hand of hrothors, If wo cannot agree with you about 
slavery, why, you do not agreo with ns. I know there tins i)oen a great 
<loal of inteiiipornncn cd language on this subject ; hut I ask, if it has been 
used upon our side, has it not boon used upon yours? If there lias boon 
harsh and violent words uscid, J hnvo not ntl(M‘od them that 1 know of. If 
] Imvo, I bog every man’s pardoji ; because 1 think that viokmt language, 
calculated to stir up oxeitenient and agiluLion, ought not to bo used in a 
dcliboralivo nssoinhly. 1 ask you if yon have not sins to ropoiit of, if wo 
have? r*et us l)o at peace. liOl us go on with the administration of the 
g-overninont kindly, harmoniously, liopofnlly, trusting in that providenco of 
Alniiglily God which has thus far guided and guarded us, until this nation has 
bcoomo a marvel to tho workh Can wo not go on in tho sanio way in which 
wo Imvo gone on in the past? Wliy not lot tho Ropubllcnn administnition 
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bo iimu<furit<ecl in poneo snid t]uiot ? Try il in tlio niimo of God ! Aid 
you oowiii-ds, lliat you wouid Ileo from »u iippivliousion ? I know yo\i wro 
nol. Stand l)y tlio old skip of stato ! Give the JJopublicaii ndniiiiiatrnlion 
a fair olmnco. If it doos nol do ricrlit, you will find thousands ■ ay, inil- 
lioiis — ill tho norlhorn states who will stand by you. I believo it will do 
rioht. Givo it a trial. 'J'hat is all wo ask, and what we will demand at all 
hazards.” 

'I’he delegation froin Ohio, during Utis Congress, was re- 
ga.rdcd as a very strong one. I do not disparage tiny ))y a 
brief rcforonco to a few. 

'I'hoinas Corwin wa.s, l)y fiir, tho nio.st distingnisliod nieinlior 
of tlio delogatioii. I have already rcferied to his eininoncc tis 
a popular orator. His spoceh against the Mo.xican War, tliongh 
unfortiinato a.s a political event, has always been regarded its 
one of tho most olotiucnb ever made in either Mon.so of 
Congro.ss. His S])eec.h in reply to Crary, of Mic.lugan, is still 
remembered as the best specimon of humorous satire in our 
language. He had served in the legislature of Ohio, as a Mem- 
ber of Congress for ten years, as Covernor of Ohio, as a Member 
of the Senate, and as Sccrctiiry of the 'I'l'easury. After an ab- 
sence from public life for six years, he Avas elected a Member 
of tho 3Gth Congress. Hero ho was rogaided as the “peace- 
maker’* of tho 1 louse. Tn tho contest for speaker, ho made a 
long speech, in Avhich he oxhiliitcd marked ahilitj', humor, 
pathos and persuasive elo((ueiico. As chairman of tho coni- 
mitteo of thii ty, ho did all that man eonld do to (piint the 
storm, to coin|)romi.sc and sootho tho contending factions, bnt 
this Avas beyond limnan power. lio was ro-olectod to tho flTth 
Congress, but in IHOl Avas ajipointed minister to Mexico 
by Mr. Lincoln. In Dccomboi’, IH(>5, ho attended a party 
of his Ohio friends, at Avliich T avus present. Ho avus the 
center of attraction, and, api>arently, in good health and s])irits. 
He was tolling amusing anecdotes of life in Oliio “in tho olden 
times,” to tho many friends who gatlioiod around him, when, 
Avithont Avarning, he suffered a stroke of a))oploxy and died 
within two or three days, leaving hohind him none hut friends, 
'I’om Corwin, “tho wagon-hoy,” had traveled through all tho 
gritdations of life, and in every stage was a. kind friend, a 
loving father, a generous, noble and honest man. 
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The lifo of George TT. Pendleton wsis a striking contrast to 
tliat of Corwin, Ho was a favorite of fortune. His father was 
n- distingnislied lawyer and Meinher of Congress. George had 
hho advantage of a good education and high social position, a 
ct>ui-My manner, a handsome penson and a good fortune. Ho 
«or\-ed several terms in the House of Iteprcscntatives and six 
yoar.s in the Senate. He was the candidate for Vice President 
oji tlio Democratic ticket with McClellan, and a prominent 
oandidaho for nomination as President in 1868. He was min- 
i«tci* to t lormany during the first term of Cleveland as Presi- 
dent. He died Kovcinher 24, 1889. My relations with him 
wore always pleasant. 

Samuel 8. Cox was an active, industrious and versatile 
hicinher of Congress for more than twenty years. He was born 
in Ohio, graduated at Brown University, was admitted to the 
hut, t believe, rarely practiced his profession. His natural 
Dent was for editorial and political conflicts, in which most of 
Ills life was si»ent. He. was a good dehalcr, overflowing with 
Ininior without sarcasm. Tn the cainpaigti of 18(50, he and! 
hsul a running debate at long range. In a sjieccli at Colnmbns, 
hlion hi.s residence, T spoke of his erratic coiir.se on the j/ocomp- 
t.on hill. Ho replied at Klansliold with shrewdness, humor and 
ability. 1 reviewed his speech at the same jdace, and wo kcp(. 
lip a running fire during that canvass, but this did not disturb 
f)ui* friendly relations. Homo years later, he removed to Ne\v 
York, w'hero be was soon taken into favor, and was elected 
soveiul times to Congress. Ho was tho author of several books 
of merit, and was tho champion of a measnro establishing the 
life-saving service of the country upon its present footing. 1 fo 
may be classified as a leading Member of the House of Kepro- 
Heutatives, a bright and .successful .speaker and a copious 
aut hor. He died September 10, 1889. 

.lohn A. Bingham was regarded, next to Mr. Corwin, as the 
most eloquent member of tho Ohio delegation, and, perhaps 
ivith one or two oxocptioiis, of the House of Boprosentatives. 
Pie studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1840. Ho 
served for sixteen years in the House of Representatives on tho 
judiciary and other important committees, and took an active 
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and leading part in all the debates during this long period. 
He was a man of genial, pleasing address, ral.her too much 
given to flights of oratory, but always a favorite with his col- 
leagues and associates. He was subsequently a^jpointed United 
States minister to Japan, where ho remained for many years. 
He still lives at a ripe old age at Cadiz, Ohio. 

During the existence of the JOth Congress, I do imt recall 
any political divisions in the committee of ways and means, 
unless the tariff is considered a political measure. It was not 
so treated by tlie committee. The common i)urpose was to 
.secure sullicient reveiino for the support of the government. 
The incidental efl’ect of all dnlies was to (Micourago home 
jnamifacturo.s, but, us tlie rule adojjlcd was applied impartially 
to all productions, whether of the farm, mine, or tho workshop, 
there was no cont)-over.sy except as to tho amount or rato of 
tho duty. Tho recent dogma that raw materials should not 
have the heiielit of protection did nob enter tho mind of any- 
one. The necessity of economy limited tho amount of appro- 
priations, but if the war had not changed all conditions, tho 
revenues accruing would have boon snlhcicnt for an econom- 
ical administration of tho government. 

In a retrospect of my six years as a !Memhor of tho Ilousts of 
Representatives, I can see, and will freely admit, that my <*.hicf 
fault was my intense partisanship. This grew out of a con- 
scientious fooling that the repeal of the ili-ssouri Compromiso 
was ail act of dishonor, committed by a dominating party con- 
trolled by slaveholdcis and yielded to by leading nortliorii 
Democrats, headed by Douglas, with a view on his part to ])ro- 
motohis intense ambition to be President of Ihc United States. 
I felt that this insult to the north should ho resented by the 
renewed exclusion, by act of Congre.ss, of slavery north of tho 
lino of latitude 86 degrees 80 minutes. 'This feeling was in- 
tensified by my experience in Kan.sas during the investigation 
of its affairs. 'The recital by tho Prec Slate men of their story, 
and tho appearance and conduct of l,ho “border ruflians,” led 
mo to support extreme measures. '.I'hc political feebleness of Mr. 
Bnchaiuiu, and the infamy of tlio Drcd Scott decision, appeared 
to me concln.sive ovidonco of tho sub-scrvioncy of tho Prosidenb 







and I, ho Siiproirio Court, to llie slave i) 0 \ver. The gro.ss injustice 
l <) 1110 porsoiuill V, and the irritating lauguugo of southeruMem- 
hois ill t.tio speii.kc'r.shi[) contest., uvoiisetl niy resentmout, so 
ttisiii in tlio canuniign of IHtiO 1 was read}' to ivioct tlic throats 
of sf'cossion wit h tlio.so of open war. 

It, wits nnfortnnalc that tho .south at thi.s time was largely 
rttja'esonled in (Vingre.ss by men of the most violent opinions. 
»Sii('li men as Keitl., Hindman, Jtarksdalo, and Jiiist, wore olTeii- 
sive in (.heir <'ondu<*.t. and language, 'i’hoy wove of that class 
in the smilli wlin heliovi'd that, tlio jicopio of tlio north were 
Iradasiiii'ii, hucksl(‘r.s, and i.ho liko, and Miorotoro were cowards ; 
that one .soul hern man was eiinal in a fight to four northern 
uum; tlnit. slavery was a. patent of nobility, and that the owner 
of slaves wa.s a lord and mastor. It. i.s true that among the 
southern Memh<'r,s Ihoro were gont.loinon of a character quite 
dillereut. Snc.h men as 1, etcher, Aiken and llocock entertained 
no such opinions, hut were courteous and friendly. But even 
ila'se shared in I, ho opinions of tlicir peo|)lo that, as slavery 
WHS rncogin/.ed hy the constitution, as an instiUdion e.visting 
in many of (,ho slate.s, it .should nol, bo excluded from llio com- 
luon ten'it.ory of the Union, oxc.cpt by the vote of the people of 
a torritory wdion ussiiming tlio dignity and power of a state. It 
wouhl appear tliut us in 18110 tho cxclirsion of slavery from 
.Ivairsas was doliiutcly settled by the iicoplo of that state, and 
l.liat as tho only region oiien to tins conlrover.sy was Now 
Wesien, from xvhicli slavery was oxchuled by natural condi- 
tions, l.liero was no l eason or ground for an attompt to disrupt 
the Uiiinii. In fact, tins protonse for secession was abandoned 
hy Soutii (favolina, and tho only ground talccn for attempting it 
WHS (ho election of Mi‘. Lincoln as President of the United 
Stal.ns. It t.liis was coiu’edod to bo a just canso for scce.ssion, 
our govornnuuit. would boconic a rope of sand; it would bo 
worse than that of any S<nit,h American republic, hecanso our 
cinintry is more popuI<ius, and .sections of it Avould liave greater 
strength of at.tack and defense. 'J'his pretense for secession 
woidil not have been concurred in by any of (lio .slai.es norldi 
of Soui.h Carolina, but for tho previous agitation of slavery, 
which had welded nearly all tlio slavehokling states into a 
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compact confederacy. This was done, not for fear of Lincoln, 
but to protect the institution of slavery, threatened by the 
growing sentiment of mankind. Upon this question I had been 
conservative, but 1 can see now tliat this contest was irrepres- 
sible, and that 1 ^v■ould soon have been ii\ favor of the gradual 
abolition of slavery in all the states. This could not have boon 
effected under our constitution but for the Rebellion, so that, 
in truth. South Carolina, unwittingly, led to the only way by 
which slavery could be abolished in tho pre.sent century. 

The e.\istence of slavery in a republic founded upon the 
declaration that all men arc created equal, that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, and 
that among them aro life, liberty and the pursuit of ha])piuoss, 
is au anomaly so pregnant with evil that it i.s not strange that 
while it existed it was tho chief cau.se of all tho serious conten- 
tions that threatened the life of tho republic. The framers of 
the constitution, Hnding slavery in oxistence in nearly all the 
states, carefully avoided mention of it in that instrument, but 
they provided against the importation of slaves after a brief 
period, and evidently anticipated tho eventual prohibition of 
slavery by the voluntary action of the several states. This proc- 
C.SS of prohibition occurred until one-half of the states bcca)no 
free, when can.scs unfore.seen inado .slavery so prolitable that it 
dominated in the states where it existed, and dictated tho 
policy of tho United States. 'I'ho fir.st controver.sy about 
slavery was happily settled by tho Missouri Conipi'omi.sc of 
1820. Rut a greater danger a.rosc from the acquisition of ter- 
ritory from Mexico. This, too, was postponed by the com- 
promise of 1850, but uiihap])ily, within four years, the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise ro-o])ened the controvcr.sy that 
led to tho struggle in ICansas. Douglas pre.scribcd tho doc- 
trine of popular sovereignty. Davis contended that slaves 
were propei'ty ami mn.st be protected by law like other 
property. Lineoln declared that “a lion.se divided against 
itself cannot stand,” that .slavery must bo lawful or unlawful 
in all the .states, alike nortli as well as soutlu Reward .said 
that an irrepressible conflict existed between opposing and 
enduring force.s, that tho United States must and would 
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becoiiio oilhor entirely a sluveliolding nation or entirely a free 
labor nation. Kiin.sus beccune a free .state in si)ito of Buchanan 
and thou the conllict coninioiiced. The southern states pre- 
piiretl for secc.s.sion. Tyiiicoln bccamo President. The war came 
by the act of the south and ended with tho destruction of slav- 
ery. 'J'his succession of events, following in duo order, was tho 
natiniil sequence of tho existenco of slavery in the United 
Slates. 


‘'Citxl ni()vi‘s til a niysloiious way, 
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at liberty, eveu at this late day, to repeat wbat was said to me 
bj' some of the members selected, but I was convinced that 
Lincoln had no purpose or desire to change the cabinet he had 
selected in Springfield, and that he regarded their jealousies (if 
I may use such a word in respect to geutleinen so distin- 
guished) as a benefit and not an objection, as by that means ho 
would control his cabinet rather than be controlled by it. 

Mr. liincoln delivered bis inaugural address from tbo east 
stops of the capitol, on the 4tb day of March, 18(51. 1 sat iiear 
him and hoard ovory word. Douglas stood conspicuous behind 
him and suggesting many thoughts. 1 have witnessed many in- 
angmutious, but never one so imprc-ssive as this. The condi- 
tion of the south already organi7.cd for war, tlie presence of 
United States troops with geuoral Scott in coumiand, the mani- 
fost preparation against threatened violence, tlic sober and 
quiet attention to the addressj all united to produce a profound 
apprehension of evils yet to coitio. The elo(iuent peroration of 
Mr. Lincoln cannot bo too often repeated, and 1 insert it here: 

yoHV hands, niy clissiitisfiod follow-countrymon, and not in mine, is 
t]io is.sno of civiJ uar. ^J'ho />'ovonjinonl will not assail yon. 

You oini linvo no con Diet, without boiiig yourselves the aggressors. Yo\i 
Imvo no oath rogisLorecl in Hc'Uvoa to destroy tho govornment, whilo / shall 
have tlio most solemn ono to *])ieservo> proloot, and defoiur it. 

“I am loth to oloao. Wo uro not enoinios, but frionds. Wo must not 
bo onomios. Thougli piiBsion may hiivo strained, it must not break, our 
bonds of affootioii. Tho inystio cliords of inomory, strotclhiig from ovory 
batllofleld and patriot grave, to ovory living heart and lionrthstono, all 
over this broad land, will yiit swell tho olmrus of tlm Union, wlien again 
tcniciied, aa surely they will bo, by tho bettor angels of our naturo.” 

Salmon 1’. Oluise, thou Senator, was appointed Socretsiry of 
the Treasury. I know with what doubt and rciuctauce ho ac- 
coptod this office. On the 7th of March his resignation as 
Senator was communicated to the Senate. In anticipation of 
it tho legislature of Ohio was canvassing for liis successor. 
My name was montioned wit.li many others. I was in doubt 
whether 1 ought to be a candidate, or oven to accept tho posi- 
tion if tendered, 1 had been elected as a Member of the next 
Congress and was quite certain of election as speaker of the 
House of llcprescntatives. The llepublicans had a decided 
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'I'liG Senate being then in special session, the oath pro- 
sc,ribed l)y law was administered to me, and on the 28rd of 
itai'ch, 18(51, I took iny seat in tliat body. I had, however, 

1 )oforo my election, witnessed, with deep hnmiliation, the Senate 
debates, feeling that the Itopiiblican Senators were too timid in 
the steps taken to purge that body of persons whom 1 regarded 
a,s traitor-s, 1 cannot now read the debates witlmut a feeling 
of resentment. Breckenridge, Mason, Hunter and Powell still 
retained tlieiv seats as Senators from Kentucky and Virginia, 
and almost daily defended the secession of the southern states, 
docluring that the states they represented would do likewise. 
These and other declarations I thought should have been 
promptly resented by the immediate expulsion of these Soia- 
tors. Wigfall, of Texas, though his state had seceded, was per- 
mitted to linger in the Senate and to attend e.vecutive sessions, 
where he was not only a traitor but a s])y. His rude and 
brutal hinginigo and conduct should have excluded him from 
the Senate in tlio curly days of the session, but ho was permit- 
ted to retire without consnre, after a long debate upon the 
terms of his proposed expulsion. I took no part in tho debate 
of that session, wliich closed March 28, 1861, five days after my 
becoming a Momhor. I remained in Washington until after 
the fall of iSumtor in April following. 

During this period my brother, William Tecumsch, came to 
Washington to tender his servicc.s in the army in any position 
in w'^hich he could bo useful. I had corresponded Avith him 
freely in regard to his remaining in Louisiana, whoi’e ho was 
president of the Iiouisiana Stsite Seminary of Ijcarning and 
Military Academy. Ho had been ombarrassed in liis position by 
my attitude in Congress, and, especially, by tho outcry against 
mo for signing tho Helper hook. Ho was very conservative in 
his opinions in regard to slavery, and no doubt felt that I was 
too aggressive on that subject. In the summer of 1860 he 
made his usvAal visit to Iiancaster, and, finding that I was en- 
gaged in tho canvass and would on a certain day bo at Coshoc- 
ton, ho determined to go and hoar me “to see whether I was an 
Abolitionist.” He was greatly embarrassed by a memorable 
speech made by Mr. Corwin, the principal speaker on that 
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occasion. Wo sat upon tlio stand together, and lie very excit- 
edly said; “John, you must not speak after Corwiu.” Ho was 
evidently impressed with the eloquence of that orator and did 
not wish me to speak, lest the contrast between our speeches 
would bo greatly to my disparagement, i told him that he 
need not trouble himself, that 1 was to speak in the evening, 
though I might say a few words at the clo-se of Mr. Corwin’s 
address. Ho remained and hoard mo in the evening, and con- 
cluded on tho whole that I was not an Abolitionist. 

After the election of Mr.. Inncoln I wrote him a letter, 
which will speak for itself, as follows: 

.\rANSi'ii;i.i>, Ohio, November 20, 1860. 

My Dkak Bkotiiicii: — Sineo I received your last leltort I have been ao 
constantly engiigccb llrat witli tlio oloction and afterwards in arranging my 
business for tho winter, that I could not write you. 

Tho oloction resulted as I all along supposed. Indeed, tho division of 
tho Domooratio party on {)rooisoly the saino cjuostion that separated tho Ro^ 
publican party frotn tho Domocralio party made its defeat certain. Tlio suc- 
cess of the RopubUcans lias saved the country from a discreditable soramblo 
in the House. Tlie disorders of the last winter, and the fear of their ro- 
nowal, have, without doubt, induced many good oitizens to vote for tho 
Republican ticket. With a preity good knowledge of tlio material of our 
House, T would far prefer that any one of the candidates be elected by tlio 
people rather than allow tlie contest to be determined in Congress. Well, 
Lincoln is elected. No doubt, a largo portion of the oitiv.ens of Louisiana 
think tins a calamity. If they believe llieir own nowspajior.s, or, wlmt is far 
worse, tho l^ung organs of the Democratic jiarty in tlio froo states, they have 
just cause to tliink so. But you were li»ng Ofiougli in Ohio, and lioard 
enough of the ideas of tlio Republiran loaders, to know tliat the Republican 
party is not likely to intorforo, directly or indirootljs with slavery in the 
states or with tlio laws relating to slavery ; llml, so far as tho slavery ques- 
tion is eoncornod, the contest was for tlie possession of Kansas and jiorliaps 
Now Mexico, and that the chief virtue of the Rtqmblicaii success was in its 
condoninatioii of tho narrow Boctionulisni of Buchaimn's administration and 
tlie corrujition by which his policy was atloiupted to bo suHiained. Who 
doubts but that, if Buchanan had been true to iiis promises in submitting 
the controversy in Kansas to its own [leoplo, and had closed it by admitting 
Kansas as a free state, tliat the Democratic party would have retained its 
jiowor ? It was his infernal polioy in that state (I oan hardly tliiiik of tho 
mean and bad things he allowed there without sw'oaring) that drove off 
Dougins, led to the division of the Deniooratio party and the consequent 
oleotion of luncoln. 
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As a matter of ooiirse, T rojoico m Iho result, for in iiiy juclgjnent t!ie 
nclniimstnition of Lincoln will do miicli io dissipate tho feolirig in llie soutli { 

against tiie north, by showing what are tlio real purposes of tlio Republican 
party. In tlie meantime, it is ovident we have to meet in a seiious way 
tho movemonts of Soutli Carolinian Disuiiionists, Tlieso men have for years 
desired this disunion ; they have plotted for iL They drove Buchanan into 
his Kansas policy; they got up this now dogma about slave protoolion ; ' 

tliey broke up tho Charleston convonlion merely to advance secession ; they 
are now hurrying forward excited men into acts of treason, without 
giving time for fiassion to cool or reason to rosuino its sway. God knows 
what will be tho result. If, by a successful revolution, they can go out of 
tlio Union, they establish a pnncijilo that will break tlio govorninont into 
fragments. Some local disaltoclion or temporary cxoiteniont will lead one f 

state after another out of tho Union, Wo slmll have tho Mexican Ropub- 
lio over again, with a fiercer race of men to fight wdtli each other. Seces- 
sion is revolution. Tlioy seem bent upon iiUompting it. If so, shall the 
government resist? If so, then comes civil war, a fearful subject for Anieri- ‘ 

cans to think of. f 

Since tlie election 1 have boon looking over tho field for tho fiurposo \ 

of tnarking out a course to follow tins winter, and I have, as well as 1 \ 

<5ould, tested my political ooiirso in tho past. There has been nothing done ! 

by tho Roj>ul)li(5an party but what merits the cordial apfiroval of my judg- J 

nient. TJiero have boon many tilings said and done by Republican leaders ! 

that { utterly detest. Many of the dogmas of the TJomocratic party I like, 
but tlioir conduct in administoring tho goveriiinont, and especially in their 1 

treatment of the slavery question, 1 detest. I know wo shall liave trouble 
this winter, but I intend to bo true to tlio moderate consorvalivo course T 
think I have hitherto undertiikon, Wluitovor may be tlio oonsecpienoes, 1 ^ 

wdll insist on preserving tlio unity of tlio states, and all the stales, williout 
exception and witliout regard to consequences. If any southern state has 
reallj" suftor(?d any injury or is deprived of any right, 1 will help redress 
tlio injury and soenro the riglit, Tlioso states niuHt not, moroly because 
they aro beaten in election, or have failed in establishing slavery whore it 
was proiiibitod by compromise, attempt to break up the govorninont. If 
they will hold on a littlo while, they will find no in jury can como to llmin, 
unless, by their ropoaU^l misropreseuUtlou of us, they stir up tUoiv slaves 
to insurrection. I still hope that no stato will follow In tho wake of South 
(Carolina ; then tho weakness of her position will soon bring her back again 
or subject her to ridicule and insignificance. ^ 

It may be supposed by some that tho oxcitoment in tho south 1ms ’ 

produced a corresponding oxcitoment in tho north. This is true in financial 
matters, especially in the cities. In political circles it only strengthens tho 
Republican party. Even Democrats of all simdes say, * 'Fho election is 
against us; we will submit and all must submit.’ J^epuhlicans say, *Tlie 
policy of the government 1ms been controlled by tho soutli for years, and 
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wo liave sub 111 i lied ; now they must submit/ And wliy not? What can 
the Uopublioans do half as bad as Pierce and Buchanan have done ? 

But enough of this. You luckily are out of politics, and don’t sym- 
pathizo with my Republicanism, but as we aro on the eve of important 
events, I wrilo about politics Instead of family matters, of wliioh tliere is 
nothing now. Affectionately yours, 

John Sherman, 

In Doceinber I vecoivecl this lottoi- fi-oui him: 

J..ouisiatia State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy, ) 
Aucxaniuma, December ], 1800. 1 

Dj:aI£ Brutiikr; — , . . Tlie (piiot wliicli I thought the usual accpiios- 
eence of the j>oo[)li3 was merely the prelude to the storm of o])ijHon that 
now scoins irr(‘sistible. Politicians, by hearing tho ])rojudices of the jieople 
and running with tlie currcnl, have succeeded in destroying the govern- 
ment. Jt cannot he stopped now, I fear. I was in Alexandria all day 
yesterday, and had a full and unreserved conversation with Dr. S. A. Smith, 
state senator, who is a man of education, property, influeuco, and quali/led 
to judge. Ho was, during tho canvass, a Brookonridgo man, but, thougli a 
soutliernoj' in opinion, is really 0 [>[) 0 scd to a dissolution of our goveninienl. 
He lias returned from Now Orleans, whore he says lie was amazed to .see 
evidences of public sentiment which could not bo mistaken. 

Tho legislature moots Docembor 10, at Baton Rouge. The calling of a 
convention forthwitli is to bo unanimous, the bill for army and state ditto. 
The oonvontioii will moot in January, and onl)^ two questions will be agi- 
tated, — immediato dissolution, a declaration of state indoponclonco, ancl a 
general convention of southern stales, with instructions to dormind of the 
northern states to repeal all laws liostile to slavorj' and pledges of future 
good behavior. . . . When tho convention moots in January, as they will 
assuredly do, and resolve to secede, or to elect members to a gen oral con- 
vention with i list nuitions inconsistent xvith tho nuiuvo of things, 1 must quit 
tins place, for it would be noithor right for mo to stay nor would tlio gov- 
ernor be justiHed in placing luo in this position of trust; for the rmmiont 
Louisiana assumes a position of hostility, then this boconios an- nrsonn! and 
fort. . 

Lot me hear the luoniont you think dissolution is incvitablo. What 
Mississippi and Georgia do, this state will do likewise. 

Affoctionately, W. T. Sjncrman. 

On the loth of December I wrole him: 

“T am ctearlj^ of the opinion lliat you ought not to roiimin nuudi longer 
at your present post. You will, in all launan probability, be involved in 
cojupli(?aticjns fnun which you cannot escape with honor, Sopa ruled from 
your family and all your kin, and an object of suspicion, yon will lind your 
position unondurable. A fatal infatuation seems to have seized tlie soufljcrn 
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mind, during wluc'li uny act of inadnoss iimy bo uoinmittod. ... If tho 
sectional dissensions only rested u])On roal or allogod grievances, they 
could bo readily settled, but I fear they arc deeper and stronger. You can 
now cdoso your connection wifli tlio soniinaiy with honor and credit to your- 
self, for all wlm know you speak well of your conduct, wliile by romainiiig 
you not only involve yourself, but bring Iron bio upon those gtMillonion wlio 
recomuieiidod you. 

<‘It irt a sad state of affairs, but it is nevertheless true, that if tlie conven- 
tions of tht5 stui thorn stales make any tiling luoro than a ])npcr secession, 
liostilo collisions will occur, and ])robably a soparalion between the free and 
the slave sliiles. Yon can judge whether it. is at uU jirobablo that tho pos- 
session of this capital, tho comnioroo of the Mississippi, tho control of tho 
territoricis, and the natural rivalry of onnigod sections, can be arranged with- 
out war. In that ovont, you oanuut sorvo in Louisiana against your family 
anti kin in Ohio. Tho bare possibility of such a contingoncj^ it seoins to 
jiMi, rondors 3 ^onr duty plain, to make a frank statement to all tlie gontleiuen 
oonnoctod with you, and with good fooling close yonr engagement. If the 
storm shall blow over, your course will strongtiion you witii uvery man 
whoso good opinion you desire; if not, you will escape humiliation. 

When you return to OJiio, I will write you freelj' about your return to 
tho armj*, iml so dinionlt a task ns you imagine.’^ 

Goioral Sliermiin tlion wrote mo as follows: 

At.k.vanuuia, La., Dtajembor, 180L 

Events hero seom hastoning to a conclusion. Douljtless you know 
more of tbo events in Lonisiana liuin I do, ns 1 am in an out-of-tlio-waj^ 
pliioo. But tlio special session of tlie legislature was so unanimous in arming 
the stato and culling a convention that littlo doubt remains that Louisiana 
will, on tho 2Srd of Jammry, follow tho other seceding states. Governor 
Moore takes tho plain stand tlmt tho stato must not submit to a ‘black Ue- 
publioan rresidoni.’ Mon ht'ro have coasod to reason ; tlioy seem to con- 
ondo that slavery is unsafe in a contedoraoy witli northorn .stales, and that 
now is tbo time; no use of longer dola)^ All coneosHions, all attempts to 
rentonstrnlo, seem at aji end. 

A rumor says llint Major Anderson, my old captain (brotlier of Charles 
Anderson, now of Texas, formerly of Dayton atid Cincinnati, Larz, William 
and John, all of Ohio), has spiked tho guns of Fort Moultrie, destroyed it, 
and taken rofugo in Snmtor. Tliis is rigid. Sumter is in inid-clmniiul, 
npproiiclmblo only in boats, whereas Monllrie is old, weak, and easily 
approaohod under cover. If Major Andorsoii can hold out till rolioved and 
supported by steam frigates, South Carolina will find hersolf unable to con- 
trol her ooninioroe, and will feel, for tlio first iimo in her existenoe, that she 
oanH do as she |)\oas(5S. . . . 

A telegraph disj)atch, addressed to me at Alexandria, could bo mailed 
at Now Orleans, and roach mo in throe days from Washington. 
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I wrote him the following letter on the Gth of January, 1861: 

Deah BKOTinsK : — . , . I soo some signs of hope< but it is probably 
a clooeptivo liglit. The very raomont you feel uiioomfortablo in your posi^ 
tion in Louisiana, oome away. Don’t for God’s sako subject yourself to 
any slur, roproaoli, or indignity. X have spoken to General Soott, and he 
Jioartlly seeotids your desire to return to duty in the army. I nm not at all 
sure but that, if you were hero, you could get a position that would suit 
you. I see many of your friends of tho ariny daily. 

As for my views of the present crisis, I could not state thorn more 
fully than I Imvo in the inclosed printed letter, it has boon very generally 
published and approved in the north, but nmy not have reached you, and 
therefore I send it to yon. AfToutionntoly your brother, 

John SiUiitMAN. 

Lator he wrote me: 

Ai.kxandhia, .lammry 10, 1801 . 

My Dear Rhotiikr: — I am so nmeh in tlio woods hero lliat i can’t 
keep up with tho times at all. Indood,you in Washington hear from Now 
Orleans two or throe days soon or tlmii I do. J was taken aback by tho 
news that Governor Mooro Imd ordered tlic loroiblo soi;^uro of iho Polls 
Jaokaon and St. Philip, at or near iho mouth of tho Mississippi ; also of Ports 
Pike and Wood, at tho outlets of Lakes Bogne and Pen tohart rain. All 
these arc small forts, and have rarely lieon oocupied by troo[js. Tliey are 
designed to out ol! approach by soa to New Orleans, and wore taken doubt* 
less to prevent their b(3ing oooupiod, by order of Genera) Scott. But the 
taking the arsenal at Baton Kongo is a dilToront matter, It in nioroly an 
assemblage of storediouses, barracks, and clwolling-houses, designed for the 
liealthy residence of a garrison, to be thrown into one or llio otiior of tho 
forts in case of war, Tho arsenal is one of minor importanoo, yet the stores 
wore kojjt there for tho moral oiVoct, and tlie garrison was there at tho 
insluMco of the jieople of Louislumu To surround with tho military nrra^, 
to demand surrender, and onforco tho departure of tho garrison, was an act 
of war. It amouniod to a doolaration of war and dormnee, and was done by 
Governor Afoore witliout the auUiority of the legislature or couvmUton. 
Still, thovo is but little doubt but tluit each of those bodies, to assomiilo 
next week, Nvill mtlfy and approve those violent acts, and it is Idle to 
discuss tlio subject now. Tho people are mad on tliis (pie.stion. 

I had previously noiiiicd all tliat in tiie event of stujossion I should 
(|uit. As soon as a knowledge of those events rcMichod nuu T wont to the 
vice president, Dr. Smith, in Alexandria, and told him that I regarded 
Louisiana as at war against tlio federal govornment, and that I luual go. 
Ho bogged mo to wait until some one oould be found to rophico me. ’I'ho 
supervisors feel tho importance of system and disei]>lino, and seem to think 
(luit 1113' departure will endanger the suoooss of tliis last e/fort to build up 
an educational ostabliahinent. , , . You may assert that in no event 
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will T forogo my allogianco to tlio United States ns long as a singlo state is 
true to tlio old constitution. * 

Yours, W. T. SlIEUMAN. 

And again : 

Louisiana State Seminar}' of Learning and Military Aondemy, ) 
Aucxandhia, January 18, 186L ) 

Dkak Buotiier: — Before receiving yours of tlm Otb, I Lad addressed 
a letter to Governor Moore at Baton Rouge, of which this is a copy: — 

LS' 2 V; — As 1 oeonpy a quasi military position under tlie laws of the state, 
I deem it proper to acquaint 3 'ou that I accopted such position when Louisi- 
iiiia was a state in tlio union and wlion tno motto of this seminary was 
inscriliocl in marble over the main door: “By ti\o UboraUty of the General 
Government. The Union Esto porpotua.” Recent events foreshadow a great 
cliango, and it becomes all men to choose. If Louisiana withdraw from 
the federal Union, I prefer to maintain my allogianco to the old constitu- 
tion as long v\a a fragment of it survives, viuxl my Imager slay here would bo 
wrong in every sense of tho word. In that ovont, I bog that you will send 
or appoint some autliorixod agent to take charge of tho arms and munitions 
of war hero belonging to tho state, or advise me what disposition to make of 
them. And furthermore, as president of tho board of supervisors, I beg 
you to take imniodiato stops to relievo mo as suporintondont the moniont 
the state dotorrniuos to secede; for on no earthly atjcount will J do any act 
or think any lliought hostile to, or in dolianoo of, tho United Stales. 

With ros])eet, olo., W. T. SIlKHMA^^’ 

J regard the seizure by Governor Moore of tho United States arsenal 
as the worst, not j'ot committed in tho prostJiit revolution. T do think every 
allowance should be made to sou them polltieians for their nervous anxiety 
about their political powers and the safety of slaves. I think that tho con- 
stitution should bo liberally construed in tlioii* behalf, but 1 do regard this 
civil war as precipitated witli undue rapidity. . . . It is inevitable. All 

legislation now would fall powerless on tlio south. You should notalionato 
such Htatos as Virginia, Kentucky, ToiincsBOC, and Missouri. My notion is 
that tliis war will ruin all politkuans, and tliat military leaders will direct 
the even Is. Yours, \V. T. S. 

On tlio first of I<'Gl)rna}‘y lie wrote ns follows: 

“ L luivo felt the vory thoughts you have spoken, It js war to aiuTonnd 
Anderson with ballerlos, and it is shilly-shally for tlio soutii to cry ‘Uands 
olfl No coercion!’ It was war and insult to expel tho gaiTison at J3alon 
Rouge, and Undo Sam had hotter cry ‘Cave!* or assort his power. Fort 
Sumter is not matorial save fur tlio principle ; but Key W^’est and the Tur- 
in gas slum Id bo held in force wi onee, by regulars it possible, if not, by 
militia. Quid? I ^J'imy are occupied now, but not in force. Whilst niaiii- 
tulning tho high, strong ground you do, 1 would not advise you lo inter 
pose an objeulion to securing concessions to Iho middle and modoralo 
states, — Virginia, Kentucky, Tennossoo and Missouri. Slavery tliore is 
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country, to tender liis services. I tlierofore escorted him to tlio 
White House. Hi.s statoJiicnt of the interview given in his 
“Memoirs” is not. very full, for, wliilo Mr. Lincoln did say, in 
re-spoiise to liis tender, “I guess we will manage to keep house,” 
he also exjwessed a hope, which Cloneral Sherman knew to bo 
delusive, that tlvo danger would pass by and that the Union 
would be restored by a peaceful compromise. This was, un- 
doubtedly, the idea then uppermost in the minds of both the 
I’rosidont and Mr. Seward. At this time the public mind in 
the north was decidedly in favor of couces.sions to the south. 
The Democrats of the north would have agreed to any proposi- 
tion to isecuro peace and the Union, and the Kopublicans would 
havo !ic(phe.sced in the Crittenden Compromise, or in any mea.s- 
uro approved by lancolu and Seward. 

The period between the 4th of March and the 12th of April 
was the darkest one in the history of the United States. It was 
a time of humiliation, timidity and feebleness. Fortunately for 
the fntnre of our country the rebels of the .south were bent upon 
di.sunio)»; they wore hopeful and conlidcnt, and all the signs of 
the times indicated their siicces.s. They had p()sso.ssiou of all the 
forts of the south, except Fortiuss Monroe, Fort Sumter, and 
two remote forts in Florida. Thoy had only to wait in patience, 
and Fort Sumter would necessarily bo abaudoued for want of 
supplies. Fortress Monroe could not bo hold much longer by the 
regular army, weakened as it was by the desertion of ollicers and 
men, and public sentiment would not justify a call for troops in 
advance of actual war. Tho people t)! South Carolina wore 
froii'/iod Liy their succc.s.s thus far, and, impatient of delay, 
forced an attack on l'’ort Sumter, then hold by a small garrison 
under command of Major Holtort Anderson. 'J'ho iirst gun 
Hrod on tho 12th of April, 1861, resounded throughout tlie 
United States and the civilized world, touching an electric 
chord in every family in the northern states and changing the 
whole current of feeling. From this time forth, among the 
patriotic people of the loyal states, there was no thought or 
talk of coinpvomiso. That this insult to our flag mu.st be pun- 
ished, “that tho Union must and shall be pre.served,” wore tho 
resolves of millions of men, without respect to party, who but 
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tluMl inln IIm^ umuv in ntu li ii s\a\ m Im »ii’» nr<« |*fmiiv«lii«ii. li> all iut*am 
liiKa inUaiita^M nf tin* t|nhitl»uiM * l*« iiit** iIm* itrini « ula it* Iimii 

will at (inn* pnt ^llnrol*lf in a f»*r (if*v I liiM*n ilmi |iriiifM*l m*ii 

iuii| i*\i*rv rai*ilil\ fiir imU iiim*iiM*ii( will In* i ••laliitlU « %t«’ifli‘«l Itv (In'- tiiitlM«r 
i(ii*M. \'ni| itr** u faviintt* in tin* Mriii\ ainl luivi^ t*i* <*1 in |.i<]iln>iil 

mIii’Ii'M, I liri'i* \»M| h* tIVlIll Vt*ftn»'lf l*f ill* **1' (fl V *•! (lltl*’ * It* llliM f tiM • > {ti 
iiMi'iiit* \ niH* p»’'»iMiin f**r Ilf**, f*»(. *ifl* r nil, |*i» »< nt «’iii|«t»«v iin'iil 1=* **f 

nni'aMiuri fi*iiini* in ih*' ’** *>fifrnn' (iin* '* 

1 * 1*1 iiM* iimw rn «<r»t ti |*r* tliih**n \\liiin-^* r v>*m tlniilt «’f lit** 

Ilf lln* iIm* |f*>%i’riihii*nl will ii*’*' il*n »^lnf*‘ pitaii’t, 

atrniiai'r, inal liinn* |•rl•^|M'r*.||l> fUau i vt i li tviU •livi*!.!^ M**n;'v .tn-l imli 
lary |a»wi*r. IIm nit*n wlm Jmvvi** * ••ii{i*I«*im «* m ii, *»i*'l *)•« tli* n fnll *liiiv l*\ 

III iniiy rmp llu>rr» n ff lotMf*r uimI pritM m pnMM lif. uln/i' 

will! liHiU nn int*n*l\ »n ui..ro m ili*» vMli f *il i.< .|i ’I. ii; »» ti,. 

1h^^Ii»''vI ^lnl^ ('f n rili»*i’ni i(ii>l a* * '’i’*liin''l v m * iinitiit* m 

1 wriil* flii*4 in InirrVt witli nnnil” ^ ^ m nn*! m* , uimI *’%* nmi* aifl 

hii|Mirtanl •* r* p» .ti* |, ♦ v. n *r i|»,i littiir , l.iil I am 

inun* till* I*-.*! ni J !»* 1*. ar il*ai t.*n a** jJ,,* ?*•►»*! n* 

lln* M li’in r.ir w itfnn ilnrf\ »la\« A r!*-> Umiat* U ]i*t n l.ioiht t, 

Jm|i n I’.n \ 
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Two clays later I wrote him: 

Washington, Snodfiy, April 14, 1801. 

JIkau Brothkk - « . . Tho wiir lias really conuneiicccl. You will 
have full details of tlm fall of Sunitor. Wo are on the ovo of a torrible 
wav. Every luau will luivo to choose his position. Yov\ fortunately have 
tlio military oclucalion, proinineiico, and cliaraclor, that wdll enable you to 
play a high part in the tragedy. You can’t avoid taking such a part. Neu- 
trality and inclifferenco arc impossible. H the govcrninont is to bo main- 
tained, it must be by military power, and tlmt immediately, You can choose 
your own place. Some of your best friends lioro want you in the war 
doparlnient ; Taylor, Shiriis, and a number of others, talk to mo so. If you 
want that place, with a sure prospect of promotion, you can have it, but you 
arc not compelled to take it; but it seems to mo you will bo com])ollcd to 
take some position, and that speedily. Can’t you come to Ohio and at once 
raise a rogiinont? It will immediately bo in sortico. The administration 
intends to stand or fall by tlie TJnion, the entire Union, and the oiiforooment 
of the laws. I look for jireliminary defeats, for the robols have arms, 
organization, unity ; but (his advantage will not last long. Tho government 
will maintain itself or onr northern people are the veriest ]ioltroDns that 
over disgraced Imnmnity. 

For me, 1 am for a war that will eitlmr eslablisli or overthrow tho gov- 
ernment and wnll jmrify the atmosplitMO of jailitical life. We need such a 
war, and we Iiave it now. . . * AfTectioimtely )*oius, 

John SutUiMAN. 


He wrote in reply.: 

“The time will come in this country when professional knowledge will 
bo appreciated, when men that can bo twisted will be wanted, an<l I will 
bide my time, 1 may miss tho chaneo; if so, all right; but I cannot and 
will not mix myself in this present cull. . , , 

“ T1 10 fli'st movements of the govoriunent will fail and the loaders will 
bo cast aside, A second or third sot \vill rise, and among llicm I may bo, 
but at present 1 will not volunteer as a soldier or anything ols<j. If Con- 
gress meet, or if a national convention bo called, and tho regular army bii 
put on a footing with tho wants of tlio country, if 1 am offered a jilace Lliat 
suits mo, I may accept. But in the present call I will not volunteer,” 

He criticised the call for 7o,000 militia for three months, 
saying that tho best of mon could only bo made indifferent sol- 
diers in three months, and that tho best of soldiers could ac- 
complish nothing in threo months in such a country as ours. 
Ho therefore would not volunteer for such a service, but his 
mind wjis occupied with military plans. The correspondence 



,n II i ♦'H I r.n . 


I II' 


’^'151 


Ill'IWIMMI IIS xl I OWN Hull III' IiimI II lit'IIlT I*it||i'<<|)| icill Ilf I III’ IliiljL;- 
iiiluili' mill iH'Ci'ssil it's of llii> wur Ilimi I'iiilimis liKo iii,\M'If, 
llo wt'olo lo Mr. I ’aiiu'iou, Si'fii'liiry of Wur, from SI. I, unis, 
on Mnv l^*il : 

i uiywrir u<»NV» ww in ll»n 

wltirh I tniiin*«l. I ilnl ii**! iintl will iu>t for 

tlili'n liinliHi^, 1 riiiMiot t)iri>w iii> fiUiiiK oil (In Kl Mijijitiil i»f 

l'llari(^^ lint for (In* rail iimilr {t\ (lu» Pn'^iiilml an mulil 

|)ri^|iin'i' lii'i rolJiUMiinl anti tin \ 1 n ill iim| \ olinili’i i , li«'raii»’i\ 

ri^ltt fill I or w loii^/fnlt V , 1 fr»*l hi\^'«'ir ntn^illui}'' (** liil.i* ii iimm** |iii\«ifr't 

jiiari'. lual iia\ lii|^ for niaiiN li\t'«l tu ^ 'uliftw nia ioi<l t »oii mdik. iIm' 

nil'll nil* no| wi'K i‘iiMni'li ii('i)natii(>-«l nilh m*' I" i ni*' (" iit\ iijijiiM 
|inah» jilai I*. Slnini'l iii\ ' m ^ n »• * l'»’ tin* ». i .n-l mi iIm- 

lin'lit will I'lialili* \itii (<t t ii- '•! K* iiiit I' till* 'iftitn'ii III will! 1i I I -oi ti'ii'li i III* •( 

HiM'V iri'/' 

WluMl Mv. Lilirnlu WUN t'lrrti il l*H‘ iilrul. llnM*' Ua • im 
MHlI tll(« |M'n|ilti lltul WAV VMMlltl It' nil 

rrcuii IiIh («l(M*liti(L ll wuTi tiiil )ii«litnMtl, alliiti(i^:li it Innl Immmi 
I linMiltMHMl, Unit 1 Ih' t^tnil I hM'ii hIhIi^s utniltl lukn tip tiriuN In tr 
Hitil tlu^ lU’iM'HMidji uf a util nf llii’ir rlitiin*. Thi* |h\m 

ttf Uttiutt tual llti* orilfrly iilunlitMaM* tu ('uunliluUnl uulluuily 
liiul Ihumi Hit \vpli ('HitililiriliMil mutiny mii’ ptaiplt^ I liui, \\ liilr puii 
I iciiuiM luii^lil I lirriil(»n. hul fi'W ically ln*lit*\ri| ttml war, nf 
which I Ih\v kiHHV hill wiiH lu cnnip tipnti tiM. 'Pht' 
wiislhal wlicii I ha .Hiiiiflita n nIiiUv^ ntn» li\ mia, ' ri’tMitMl, ninl 
Karl Stimlar lircil \ipim, tviul lUa ui iM\ul > nf the 

Niiitih w t'j capf niiMh ii iic*pnaliHit iliiwinnl tipmi Hit' pmi 

\iU* nf I 111' (Mil t ll, it th'f ai iiiiiiid tnii linen inn ^'nntnnl I hnl , rtr { hnl 
il' wnnhl, I hn I niun Ntninhl Im prn'>nr\nil tu inir clnhlitMi untl mir 
chihlrnirM cliihlrnii. 'riial fnnlint.t wiv^ iinl rimtiiinil In piiil\ 
liin'K, I \i\\\ lumiulfu h>i\ Uml Um tnninlmr^ uf Ihn linnawinhc 
parly in Hn* Insitl Shifn^, in llm ninin, incmi tlin .'ninn pnlii 
(ilic (h^hn iniliul inn In nntinhiin llm iMit n nf I hn I ninn. it . 
IhnsiMiflln' Unpnhl j<*un parl>. 'riiinr * nn uml llunr Kiinlii'tl 
fnnnnil pnri nf i'\nr\ rn^fUntnil nr Injrn ku cmI in ihi' I nilnl 
Slalt'H, 

Al I hin tli'danci* nf I mm fnini I In* npniiinp nf ( In* I ’i\ il W nr. 
I IniMi niitlniu tirnil In Inki* nn nnp.nitnLl irlin'pnri nf I hn 
camM'^i llml Iml fhr*sniilh hi nnpitpt* I Innniii t iiilnulthin^ , 1 Im 
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existence of negro slavery in the south was the governing in- 
citement to war. The owners of slaves knew that the tenure 
of such property was feeble. Besides the danger of escape, 
there was the growing hostility to slavery in a proponderauco 
of the ])cople of the United States, restrained only l)y its recog- 
nition by the constitution. The slave owners believed that, 
by secession, they could establish a republic, founded on slav- 
eiy, with an ample field in Mexico and Centi-al America for 
conquest and expansion. They had cultivated a bitter sectional 
enmity, amounting to contempt, for the people of the north, 
growing partly out of the subserviency of largo portions of the 
north to the dictation of the south, but chiefly out of the wordy 
violence and disregard of constitutional obligations by tho 
Abolitionists of the north. They believed in tho doctrine of an 
irroprossible conflict long before it was announced by Seward. 

South Carolijia, far in advance of other soutbcj’ii states, Jed 
in promulgating the legal rights of secession, until they came 
to he acquiesced in by all these states. 'J'hoy committed thom- 
.selves to it in the Charleston convention. Their speakers de- 
clared, during the canvass, that if Tancoln was elected, their 
states would secede. When elected, the first gun was bred on 
Fort Sumter, in South Carolina, whore all the people W'oio 
determined on war. Tho .struggle once commenced, the natu- 
ral sympathy of the southern states was witli South Carolimi. 
The States of Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee, where a 
strong Union sentiment prevailed, hesitated and delayed, bul. 
the young and active spirits wore with tho south, and those 
carried the states named into tho general conflict. Once in 
the war, there was no way but to fight it out. i have no sym- 
pathy with secession, but I can appreciato tho action of 
those who were born and roared under the influence of such 
teachings. WJio of tho north can say, that in like condition, s, 
ho would not have been a rebel? 

Looking back from my standpoint now, when all tho states 
are re-united in a stronger Union, whon Union and Confeder- 
ate soldiei-s are acting together in both Houses of Congress in 
legislating for the common good, whon, since 1861, our conn- 
try has more than doubled its population and quadrupled its 
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resources, when its institutions have been hannouized by the 
abolition of slavery, when the seceding states arc entering into 
a friendly and hopeful rivalry, in the development of their 
groat resources, %Yhon they have doubled or trebled their pro- 
dnotion of cotton, when they are producing the greater part of 
their food, when they are dovoloping their manufactures of 
iron and steel, and introducing the spindle and loom into their 
cities and villages, it soeins to me that men of the south surely 
will apin-eciato, if they do not approve, what I said in the Sen- 
ate early in the war; 

“I would sliiko tlio last life, tlio last dollnf, tlio Inst man, »n)on the 
piosociution of tho war. Indoocl, I cannot contcinplato tlio coiuUtioii of iny 
country if it slmll bo dissevered and divided. Take tlio loyal states as tiujy 
now stand and look a f tlio map of dio United States, and regard tu'o Jiostiln 
oonfoderaoics strotoliing along for thousands of miles luu’oss tho oontinont. 
Do you not know that tho nornml condition of snoli a slato of ufTairs would 
bo otornal, ovorlasting war ? Two nations of tho sumo blood, of tho samo 
linoago, of tho sanio spirit, cannot occupy tho sanio continent, much loss 
standing side by sido as rival nations, dividing rivers and mountains for 
thoir boundary. No, Mr. prosidunt, ratlior than allow this war to torininuto 
except upon tlio restoration of tho Union intaot in all its brcadtii and length, 
1 would sacrifioo tho last man and sco tlio country itself submerged. 

Rather than yield to traitors or tho iiitorvontion of foreign ])owors, 
ratlmr tlian hoqncatJi to tlio next gonoration a broken Union, and an inter- 
miimblo civil war, I would light tho torch of fanaticism and destroy all that 
tho labor of two generations lias accumulalod. ] hotter u desert and univer- 
sal poverty than disunion ; better the war of the French Revolution than an 
oligarchy founded upon tlio labor of slaves. J:5ut, sir, there is no need of 
tins. Tim resoui'ces, wealth, and labor of twenty millions of freemon are 
amply suQiciont to moot not only tho physical, but iinancial, diffhmlticbs of 
tiio war. Thank God I Clio tost to which ail nations in tho course of ihuir 
history aro subjected, is applied to us when wo liavo an insignincinit na- 
tional debt; wlicn our rosonrees wore never inoro manifost; when tho loyal 
states aro so tlmroughly united; wlien our people /illed with a generous 
enthusiasm tliat will make tho loss of life and burden of taxation easy to 
boar. If wo eonquor a poaco by preserving tho Union, tho constitution, 
our nationalitj', all our ample torritories, the rebound of |)ros])Drity in this 
country will ensiblo a singlo goneration easily to ])ay tho national dobl, 
ovon if tho war is protracted until desolation is wrlttou upon every rebel 
lioarlhstone.” 

This, T believe, expressed t.he .spirit and determination of 
the loyal states of the north, at the beginning of the war. 
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With ii[iiuiniis sti wjiU'ly in lliiv two HCfliotiH, aiul 

with ii, liM'il puriHiM' uf I'lK'lj to wtiiml hy tin'in, Hhto whh no 
way Hull frail Innimn niilnro multi chwiat' lo dufiilo llm 

iMinl rt»vi*r?ty I'vn'pl !o (ij'hl. 

KiiMM I lu' pnivi'M tif llu* ih'tui, will! ftuip;hl. on t»)i)io.silo hiiIi'h 
for ilu'ir foiiiilry or Ihoir hlulo, lluni* has hisui a ri'surn'rliou, 
hiiiionihh' lo luilh nn*lioiis, a t'niou alron^iu’, morn nniltal uiul 
glorious llmii llio I 'jiinu cslnhlishml hy tujr fuihnrs, anil iviDi a 
n'liouial t»f |iiii“|ii‘riiy m’l'alur than wn muhl concoivo of in 
'rhis war, ihou^h foarfiil in llm wvrrillco of proporty 
and has rt'siilli'd in a htdUu* inahuvlandinp: atiuniK ttm 
piMipht of liolh HorliotiH. I'hicli haa for |.ha (dlinr a hinhor 
ivnpi'i'l and ro^ard. I Him’in'oly liopti anti ludiovo in tho f^otni 
iiiutt t’oiidni^ wilt'll Ki't'lional lint's will nol. tlivitlti ptililical pur- 
lii's, and i‘iiiiinioii iiilt'ii'sls aiii) a hroatlor nalioitiilily will hiivn 
ill's! rnyi'd si'i'lional ffi'liii^ iiinl ji'iiloiisy. 

As ihi' icsiill of Hit' war wt' (‘oiiiiiiaial Hit' ri'spt'i’l of all for* 
I'ipn iiiilioir-. 'rill' l iiili'il SItili'S, as a proa 1 . ii'jnililif, hits Im- 
l•llnll' no I'sainjili' iiln'adv fnllnu I'd hy Moropi'iiii iialiiiiis. li. 
hits III |i-a - 1 M'i'iii i d I III' K' •pi’i'l and forliniiaiii'i' id Hit' riiliiip 
fliiss ill I iiisd f !i ilitiii, w liii iii'vor finptd nrfurpaii' Ha* ii'ln'l- 
lioii of (iiir itiiri' aptiin''! hinp (Jt'oipc' III ami llm piirlia* 
tiii'lil of lirisit Itriliiiii. M has slainpi'd Hit' laiipiiiipi', (In' laws, 
anil Ha' Imasti-d firi-dinii id Miiplishiiii'ii, iipou a popiilal ion 
tlnidili' Hail in Ha' jiaiHii'r mindry.and tlmy, in (urn, iiri' lah 
inf? h"'sons finiii iis in I'xli'iidiiip to Ihi'ir paoph' I’lpnilily of 
righlH and pi i\ ili }'i's. 

I i*i‘iiiaini'd in Wiishinploii a fow days and Hit'll slarli'd for 
iny hinin* at Muns|ii*!d, lo I'nfonrapi' I'lilislnii'tils, hnl finind 
thill, no hi'lp was lii'i'di'd; lhal rninjiaiiit's wi'ii' rnlislfd in a 
day, (hin was ri'riiiilt'd hy Wiltiain Mid,aiiphliii, a pallaid 
Boldit'V in Hit' war in Mi'xifn, a nnijor f'i'iii'ial id t»hiii inililia 
who lint! arrived at Ihi* apn of yoars. 1 In dioppi-d hi . law 
hookR and in hvolvn honi'n hati a I'onipaiiy of "in' hnndii'd mi'ii 
road y to inovo at thocnnunami of (In' ptwi'riior. A liKi' pa 
triotiam vvaa aronaod in all parts of Hn' sfalt'. mi that in a ii'iy 
ahort tiinn two full ri'j^inionts, iinintic'rin^ nn'ii, wi'ii* or 
gauizod undor Iho command of Uolmud A. Mclh AlrCook, of Ihu 
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United States army, and were on the way to Wasliingtou, tlien 
blockaded by the rouglis of Baltimore. I met them at Ilarris- 
biu’g and wejit with tbom to Philadelphia. They u'ore campe<l 
at Vairmont Park, and were drilled with other regiments by 
Colonel L’itz John Porter, the entire force being under the com- 
mand of General Pattci’son. 

When tbo l)lockadc was opened, by the skill and audacity of 
General Benjamin P. Butler, the two Ohio regiments wore or- 
dered to Washington and were there reviewed by President Lin- 
coln, at which time a idea^sant incident occurred which may ho 
worthy of mention. I accompanied the President to the parade, 
and passed vv'ifch him down Mio lino. lie nottcod a venorahlo 
man with long white hair and military bearing, standing in posi- 
tion at tho head of his company with arms presented, and in- 
quired his name. I said it was General McLaughlin and hur- 
riedly told him his history, his politics and patriotism. The 
President, as ho came opposite him, stopped, and leaving his 
party advanced to McLaughlin and oxtouded his hand. Mc- 
Laughlin, .surprised, had some dilliculty in putting hi.s sword 
under liis loft arm. 'I'hcy shook hands and Lincoln thanked him, 
saying when men of liis age and standing came to the rescue of 
their country there could bo no doubt of our success. McLaugh- 
lin highly appreciated this compliment. He afterwards en- 
listed for the war and died in the service of his coniitry. 

These two regiments were subsequently ordered to llarris- 
biiig, to which place they wont, accompanied by mo, and there 
they formed a part of tho command of General Patterson, wliicli 
was to advance on Martinshnrg and Winchester to aid in a 
movement of General McDowell against tlio enemy at Bull 
Run. I was serving on the .staff of General Pa.itorson as a vol- 
unteer aid without pay. While at Harrisbing it was suggested 
to mo tliat ox-President Buclianan, then at his conntry homo 
)ioar that city, laid oxinmscd a wish to sec me. As onr per- 
sonal relations had always hocu pleasant, though onr political 
opinions wero widely diCfcrcut, 1 ca.llod upon him, I think with 
Colonel Porter, and we wore cordially received. T was .sur- 
prised at the frankness and apparent sincerity of tho opinions 
expressed by him in relation to tho war. Ho said he had done 
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all lio could to pj'event tlie war, but now that it was upon ws it 
was the duty of all patriotic people to make it a success, that 
lio a])]>roved all that had been done by Mr. Lincoln, of whom 
ho .spoko in high terms of praise. I believe he was sincere 
in the opinioiivS lie then expressed, and know of nothing said or 
done by him since that time that could create a doubt of his 
sincerity. 

About the middle of June the command of General Patter- 
son moved sloivly to Chamborsburg, ivlicro it i-emaiaed several 
days under constant drill, thou to Hagci'stown and to the vil- 
lage of Williamsport on the Potomac. While at the latter 
place General Shorinan, who had been at Washington and 
received his commission as colonel of the 13th United States 
infantry, then being recruited, came to visit me at my lodg- 
ing.s in a count.ry tavern. He then met for the first time 
in many years liis old classmate, Colonel, afterwards Major-Gen- 
eral, George H. 'riioina.?, who tlion conimanded a I’cgidar regi- 
ment of the United States army in the force under the 
command of Gonoral Pattcmoii. The conversation of these 
two o/lic.ors, who wore to be so intimately associated in great 
ovonts in tlio future, was very interesting. They got a big mai) 
of tho LTnitnd States, spread it on the floor, and on their hands 
and knees discus.scd tho probable salient strategic places of 
tho war. They singled out Riclimoud, A^icksburg, Nashville, 
Knoxvillo and Chattanooga. To me it lias always appeared 
strange that they wore able confidently and correctly to desig- 
nato tho linos of operations and strategic points of a war not 
yet commoucod, and more strange still that they should be 
leading actors in groat battles at tho places designated by them 
at this country tavern. 

'I'ho next day Gonoral Thomas crossed tho river into Vir- 
ginia, but the ovdov was soon countermanded, it is said, by 
Gonoral Scott, and Geneml Thomas returned to tho north bank 
of the Potomac. General Sherman returned to Washington to 
drill his rav? troops for the battle of Bull Run. I soon after ro- 
turnod by stage to Frederick, Maryland, to take my seat in the 
Senate, Congress having been convened to meet in special 
session on the 4th of July. 


CHAPTBll XT. 

Special Session ob' Congbess to 1’rovide for the War. 


Condition of Mm Treasury* IiniiKMliutdy rrccediiig tlio \Vm'— Not ICnongh Money 
on Hand to Cay M(?mbnrfi of CongroAH — Valno of Fractional Silver of 
Earlier Coinngo — T.argoly IneronBod Ilovetiues an Urgent Ncces- 
Hity — Lincoln’H Message and Appeal to the Peojdo — Insnoof 
New 'IVe^aBiiry NotoH and Ilonds — Union Troo|)8 on 
the rotonme — HaUlo of Unll Kun — Organ- 
imIioTi of the “Slicniuin llrigado” — 

'riio JVesif?(fnt*H Tiniofy Aid — 

1 Vrflonnel of tho Brigade. 

T o unclorstand fche nieafiures to be subniittecl to Congress 
at its approaching session, it is necessary to have a 
clear conception of the condition of tho treasury at 
that time, and of the established financial policy of 
tlie goveriiineiib immediately before tlie war. 

On the meeting of Congrcvss in December, 1860, tlie treasury 
was empty. 'I’liere was not enough money oven to pay 
Members of Congress, 'I'bo revenues were not sufHciout to 
moot the doinands for ordinary expenditures in time of peace. 
Since 1807 money had lioen borrowed by the sale of iioiids and 
tho issue of treasury notes bearing intorost, to meet dcficieii- 
cies. Tlie public debt had increased during the administration 
of Mr. Buchanan about $70,000,000. Tho Secretary of tlio 
Treasury, Howell Cobb, resigned on tlio lOtb of December, 1860, 
declaring tliat liis duty to Georgia required sncli action. He 
had aided in every possible way to cripple tlie department 
while in charge of it. 

On the 16th of the .same month Gvngvcsff authorized tlio 
issue of §10,000,000 treasury notes, to bear interest at the 
lowest rate bid. On tlio 18tli Secretary Philip F. Thomas, Mr. 
Cobb’s successor, invited bids for §5,000,000 of treasury notes, 
part of the §10,000,000 authorized, at par, at tho rato of interest 
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f>IT(n‘0(l hy l.lio lowest bidder. Offer's at 12 per cent, or less 
wore made for $1,881,000 (the bnlk of the offers being at 12 
JXM’ cent.), which wore accoptod and additional offers wero re- 
c.oived at iulorest varying from 16 to 36 per cent., but were 
roCusod. luiniodiately after the decision of tbe department 
on tlurso offers wa.s announood, tlio assishnit trea.snrer at 
Now York advised the secretary that certain parties would 
tako the rosiduo of the $5,000,000 offered, through the 
Ihiulc of t'oniinerco, at 12 per cent. 'I'his propo.sition was 
ac.coptod, on condition that the amount required to make up 
tlio five luillionH should be dopo.sited without delay. O’lic 
whole ainoimt was applied to the iiayinontof oveidiic treasury 
notes and other pressing demands on the treasury. 

Socrotary 'I'liomas resigned on tbe 11th of January, 1861, 
and John A, l)ix hocatno Socrctai-y of the 'J’roa.sury. In 
aiiKwor to my inquiry Secretary Dix, in an official letter, 
dal.od January IB, 1B61, stated the i:erms of the sale of 
treasury notes and that: “Tho amount required to meet 
tho oui.sta)uliug em ront and accruing duos before the close 
of tho x’l-WO'if' fiscal year, besides any additional charges on 
tho f.rnu.snry evoated by legislation during tho iiresent ses- 
sion of Congress, is $44,077,524.63.” He lecmmnonded a fur- 
thor issne of $25,00(1,000 of bonds, and suggested tliat the states 
which had rocoivod deposits under the act for the distribution 
of surplus roveuuo in Oonoral Jackson’s time might bo called 
upon to return such deposits, and added: “If, instead of calling 
for tlioso deposits, it should bo deemed advisable to pledge them 
tor thoropaymonb of a.ny money tho government might liiid it 
nocossary to borrow, a loan contracted on such a basis of secu- 
rity, suporaddiug to tho plighted faith of the United States that 
of tho individual states, could hardlj' fail to be acceptaldo to 
caiJitalists.” 

In this connection I received the following note : 

Tukasuuy l^Ki'AUTM K.NT, Fobi'ufiry 0, 1801. 

IIoN. .Tohn Shkiiman. 

Dicau Sint — T sonci n pritamblo Hn<l rosolutioii, (ukI ii leltor to your 
govoriuir. Will you read and send them at once? You, as a Moinbor 
of Oengioss, can siiy wlmt I canimt with propriety — that no slates wliieli 
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guarantoe bonds of tlnj United States to tlio amount of tlu3 public moneys 
in its IiandHt will bo likely to be called on to repay tboso moneys — ut all 
events during tho twenty years t)io bonds of tlie United States will run, 

1 am truly yours^ John A. Djx. 

S. — I cannot put out my notice for a loan till your state acts, and 
the time is very short » 

Subsequently I received the following letter; 

Tkkasuky Ukvautmknt, Fobniury 1 1, ISOU 7 p. m. 

DKAit Siu : — My plan for raising money to meet tiio outstanding liabili- 
ties of tho government, and to onahle tho incoming adininistralion to carry 
tin its financial oporations without oniharrassniont till it shall have lime to 
mature a plan for itself, Ims met with an obstacle (juitc unexpected to nio. 
Tho coininitteo of ways aiul moans in the House lias docliiiod to report a 
bill to authorize iiio to aecopi the guaranties voluntarily toiidered by tlio 
states, Mr, Spaulding, of New York, and Mr. Morrill, of Vermont, T learn, 
Inivo objections. Unloss they witlidraw tlieir opposition tho bill cannot be 
reported, and tlie plan must fail. In that case I shall not deem it proper to 
ask for a loan of inoro than two riiilltofis to meet tho redemption of treasury 
notes, wliioK fall due before tho 4lh of March, Tho state of tho country is 
Biicii that a larger amount thrown on the market would iiave a most disas- 
trous influence on tho public oredit, J do not think I can borrow two mil- 
lions at more than 90 per cent. With u guaranty such as tlio states have 
offered, 1 can got eight millions at par. Tho alternativo is to autliorr/o me 
to accept the guaranty, or leave the treasury with scuroely anything in it and 
with outstanding demands, some of them very pressing, of at least six mil- 
lions of dollars, for you and yonr political friends to provide for. If uny- 
tliing is done it sliould be to-morrow, as I ouglit to publisli tlio notice on 
Wednesday. Poibaps you eaji see the gout) omen referred to to-niglit and 
remove their object ioias. I am, veiy truly, your obedient servant, 

John A. Dix. 

Ou the 8th of February, )861, a bill becauie a law providing 
for tiie sale of $20,000,000 six per cent, bonds, and these were 
sold at the rate of $89.10 for $100, yicUling $18,415,000. 

Such was tho humiliating financial condition of the govern- 
ment of the ITiiitod States at the close of Air, Bnclianaii^s 
administration. The expenditures of the government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 18(>1, were $84,577,258.60, of which 
$42,064,082.05 was procured from loans and treasury notes, 
leaving a balance in tho treasury, at the close of the fiscal year 
18G1, of $2,395,635.21. Tliis condition still existed when Con- 
gress subsequently met in special session. 
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Uuiler the sub-treasury laws then in force, the revenues of 
i.lie goveruuicut were received and bold only in the tvonsury at 
Washington, and in sub-treasuries located in a few of the prin- 
cipal cities of the United States, and could be paid out only 
upon the draft of tiie treaaiu'er of the United States, drawn 
agreeably to ap])ropriatious made by law. No money could 1)0 
received into the treasury except gold and silver coin of the 
United Btate.s, and such treasury notes as wei'o receivable for 
bouds. State bank notes were not received for government 
dues. This e.xclnsion grew out of the general failure of banks 
after the War of 1812 and tho panic of 1837, and bad caused the 
outcry in 1840 of: “Gold for the office holders; rags for the 
people.” But this policy of the government to receive 0 )ily its 
own coin or notes was sustained by popular opinion. 

Silver (lollam were not in circulation in 1861. 'i’heir is.sue 
was provided for at the beginning of our government, but, as 
they wore nio.st of the time more valuable than gold coin of 
like face value, they were boarded or ex^jorted. 'L'beir coinage 
was .su.spended by an oidcr of I’resideiit JeiTeisoii in 1S05, uiid 
after this order only 1,300 silver dollars wore coined by the 
United States prior to 1830. From 1836 to I8GI silver dollars 
were coined in small ejuantities, tJie aggi-egato being less than 
one and one-l\alf million, and tliey were gcncnilly exported. 
It i.s probable that Md)on Mr. Cba.se became Seerolary of tho 
'I'reasury, there was not in the United States one thousand sil- 
ver dollars. Ta 1853, and prior to that year, fractional .silver 
coins wore worth for bullion more than their face value, and, 
therefore, did not circulate. Small change was .scarce, and frac- 
tional notes, called “shinp)a.stcr.s,” were issued in many parts 
of the United States. Afoxicau coin, doinused and worn, was in 
circulation. To remedy tliis evil, Congress, by tho act of Feb- 
ruary 21, 1853, during Pierce’s administration, prescriho<I tho 
weight of tlie silver half dollar a.s .192 grains iu.stead of 206;^ 
grains, fixed by the coinage act of 1792, and the weight of tho 
quarter, dime and half dime of silver was reduced in the same 
proportion. As these new coins were less valuable than gold 
at the rate coined, they were made a legal tender in payment 
of debts only for sums not exceeding five dollars. The .silver 
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bullion for tlicso coins was 2 jurclta.sc(l at- iiiarlcot value, and tlio 
privilege theretofore granted to a depositor of silver bullion to 
have it coined for him was repealed. Tliis law liud tho bonoli- 
cial effect of driving out of circulation “sliinphistors” suid worn 
coins, and supplied in ample quantity new full weight silver 
coins of handsome device, tlio government rocoiving tho prolit 
of tlio difference between the mai-het value of tlio silver and 
its coinage value. Under thi.s law tho coi/iage of .silver rapidly 
increased, so that, within two years aftoj- Mio pa.s.sj(ge of tluuict 
of 1853, more silver was converted into fi-<t.ctiotial coins and 
was in active u.sc among the peoide tluiti was contained in all 
tlic silver dollai-s coined undei- “free coinage” from tho hegln- 
iiiug of tho government to 1.S7.S. 

Wliilo silver wius thus nnulo useful fo the fiillost oxH'iit pos- 
sible, it was, from its weight and hulk, imuhnpiulo and inc.oii- 
vonient for the vast demands of tiio government during i lm 
the war. Silver and gold togothor could not meet thus demand. 
There was known to bo in tho country at that time, of .speido 
in circulation, §250,000,000, of state bank notes, §IH0,0(KI,()00, in 
all $430,000,000. This amount, oxporionco had sliovvn, was 
necessary to meet exchanges in ordinary times of peace. The 
disturbance of a civil war would likely stimvdato pi-odnction 
for a time and require oven more circulation for current Imsi- 
iiess. This circulation, if drawn from its ordinary cttannels, 
would bring no end of confusion and distress tol.lio jieoph', nml 
the government, to moot the demand occasionod by ciirrying on 
a wav, must look elsewhere for aeirculnting mediuin with wiiicli 
to meet its enormous disbnrsoments whii-.li must iiocessarily ho 
made almost wliolly in actual cash- chocks being, from l.he 
character of the paymoiils, of little avail. 

There was no escaiung the issue of credit money in some 
form, and of whatever form adopted wo know that gold and 
silver w'ould soon disappear under tho shadow of war that 
they would bo lioardoil or cxpoi-led. 

This is the universal result of great wars long j)rotra.clo(l. 1 1; 
was our experience during our Jicvolnl.iojj und llio War of IH12, 
ami of Uroat Jlrilain and all Karopoan nution.s daring tho Na- 
poleonic wans. What should take tho place of gold and silver 
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for currency? Tbe only answer was to substitute for the time 
the notes of the linited States, with all tbe sanction and credit 
which the republic could confer, in the place of coin. We 
could not, ivith safety, accept hank notes issued by state cor- 
porations, varying in terms and credit according to the laws of 
twenty-three separate stsites. 

To establish a credit of our bonds and notes these measures 
at least were necessary : First, increase largely the revenues 
from customs duties to be paid in coin; second, impose all forms 
of internal taxes authorized by the constitution ; third, create 
a national currency redeemable in coin, with no fixed time for 
redemption, but made a legal tender for all debts, public and 
private, except customs dutias ; fourth, borrow any moneys 
needed on the most favorable terms possible. 

On the 4th of July, 1861, the Senate convened in com- 
pliance with the proclamation of the President, from ^vbom it 
received a message coufaining a clear statement of tlie cvejits 
that followed his inaugural addro.ss. lie described tlie attack 
upon Fort Sumter and .said : 

“Uy tlio affair at Fort S\iiiiler, with its hurnnuMlliif^ rlrcuinHluiioos, tluil 
point WHS rcui'lied. M'lion and tlioroby tho at^sailants of llm ^ovcMjniuMil 
bogan tho conflict of arms^ without a guu in sight cu* in ex])cclaiu;v to rolnrii 
tlieiriiro» save only tho fow in iho fort, sent to that Imibor youi'S boforn for 
tlroir own protection, and still ready to giro timt proteotion in wliatcsvcr was 
lawful. In this act, disoardirig all else, tlioy have forced upon tlio country 
iiio distinct issuo, Minmediato dissolution or blood/ 

And tiiia issuo embraoos inoro than tho fato of those United States. It 
presents to tho whole family of man tho question, whotlior a constitutional 
republic, or domocmey — a govornmont of tho people by tho same people- - 
cun or cannot maintain its territorial integrity against its own domestic foes. 
It pre‘9onis tho question, wholhor discontented individuals, too few in num- 
bers to control ndininistration according to organic law in any rase, can 
always, upon tlio pretenses made in tliis rase, or on any other pretenses, or 
arbitrarily, without any pretense, break up tiroir govornmont, and thus prac- 
tically put an end to free goverimiont upon (he earth, Tt forces us to ualc: 
‘ la there, in all republics, this inherent and fatal weakness?* ‘ ^fust n govern- 
ment, of necessity, bo too sfrong for tho liberties of its own people, or too 
}ceaJc to maiutain its own exialonco?* 

“So viewing tho issue, no choice was left but to call out tho \var power 
of tho govorfunont ; and so to resist force employed for its destruction, by 
force for its preservation/’ 
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He closed with this appeal to the people : 

“ It was witli the doepost regret tlmt the Kxeontivo found the duty of 
employing the war power in dofonao of iho goverinnent forced upon him. 
Ho could but perform this duty, or surroiidor Iho oxistonce of the govern- 
iHont. No comproiniao by public servants could in this cuso bo a euro ; not 
tliat c()ni])iomlHos are not often juopor, but that no popular government can 
long survive a marked precedent that those who carry an election can only 
save the government from immodiato dcstruetion by giving up the main 
point upon which the people gave the oleoti<)m 'J'lio pooplo themselves, and 
not their servants, can safely reverse ilicir t)wiulelil>omto decisions. 

“ As a private citi'/en, the Fxoculive conld not Imvo consented tlmt 
tfiuscj institutions shall pei’ish ; much less ceiild im, in bofrayal of so vast aiul 
HO sacri‘d a trust ns tliestj free peo[»le Imve ('onlkled in him. Ife felt tlmt lie 
had iio moral right to shrink, nr (‘vim count tfie (rhunooH c»f Jiis own life, in 
what might ft)llow. In full view of his great re.sponsibilUy, lie has, so far, 
done what he has deoufed hi.s (hity. Von will lunv, nt 'cording to your own 
judgment, perform yonrs. He sincerely hopes that ymir views and your 
action nmy so accord with his a.s to assure all failhCul oiiiy^mas wJio )mve been 
disturbed in their rights of a cortuhi and speedy resl{>rj\tion to them, uiuler 
the constitution and the laws. 

“And having thus chosen our eonrso, without giiilo jind with pure pur- 
pose, let 113 renew our trust in (lot I, ami go for wan I without hair and with 
manly hnarls.*’ 

Secretary Chaso also siibinitlod to Hongross, on iho first day 
of the scssioii, a clear staioiunit t)f the Ji})an(dul crnidiiion of 
the United States, llo ostiniatcd tho stun noodod for tlio lisoal 
year ending Juno 5id, IS()2, ttl> Ifo recoiiunondnd 

a largo increaso of dntios on ini|)orts, Ortptnnally upon siudi 
articles as wore then frt'o from duty; also a direct tax of 820,- 
000,000, to bo apportioned among the states according to 
population; also a tax on distilled spirits, alo, boor, tobacco, 
bank notes, and otljor arlicJns of df)mostio production, llo 
also suggested that the property of Ihoso ongugod in iiisurroc- 
tion or in giving aid and comfort to insurgoiita should bo niado 
to contribute to tho oxponditiiros made necessary by thoir 
cnininal misconduct. As tho rocxnpts from taxation would 
still bo inadequate to moot tho ox])onsos of tho wai', lie dis- 
cussed the best mode and form of borrowing money, including 
bonds running for a long ];oriod witli a fixed ralo of intoro.st, 
and treasury notes bearing interest, payable on clomaiul. 

S.-)D 
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Kansas having recently been admitted into the Union, 
twenty-three states Avere represented in the Senate by forty-six 
Senators. Eleven states being in open wav against the United 
States, twenty-one of their Sejiators Avithdrew, but AndrcAV 
Johnson, of Tennessee, denying tlic validity of the secession of 
his state, remained in the Senate, making the total of Senators 
forty-seven. Sojno of these Senators Avere ncAv in congres- 
sional life, and some had been transferred from the House of 
Representatives. This transfer of a Member, though eagerly 
sought, is not for a time agreeable. HoAvever couspicnons the 
Member may have been in the House, ho must take his place 
in the Senate at the bottom of the ladder, and, according to 
Senatorial usage, must be reasonably modest in expressing liis 
opinions. Tbo withdrawal of so many Senators in 1861 , how- 
ever, gave the new Monbers better positions than usual. 1 
Avas assigned to the committee on finance and on naval affairs. 

At that time the coniniittce on finance had charge of all bills 
appro])riating money for the support of tlio government, ail tax 
or revenue hills, all loan and coinage bills, and, gmierally, all 
bills relating to the treasury department, and to the liiiaiice.s of 
the government. It avus soon manifest that, in view of tlio 
Avar, and the enormous sums required to conduct it, ilie task of 
the committee would bo a Herculean one, and that the labor 
required would fall chiefly on Mr. Pcssendon, tlic ohairinun of 
the committee, and, I may Avith due modesty add, myself. My 
former position in the House of Representatives, as chai) ina.u 
of the committee of ways and means, and my personal associa- 
tion Avith Seci-etary Chase, Avith Avhoin I was intimate, led to 
my taking an active part in financial legislation, Avliich was 
considered my specialty. Congress, in substantial coviformity 
Avith the recommendations of Secretary Chase, passed the ac.t 
to authorize a loan Avhich avus approA'cd July 17 , 1861 , provid- 
ing for the issue of $ 250 , 000,000 of bonds running tAventy yeans, 
hearing not exceeding seven per cent, interest, or treasury 
notes for uotlcss than fifty dollars each, bearing interest at not 
less than seven and three-tenths per cent, annually, and paya- 
ble in three years, and treasury notes of less denomination than 
fifty dollars, not bearing interest and not exceeding $ 50 , 000 , 000 , 
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payable on demand, and commonly known as demand notes. 
Wo know that this act was eutiroly inadequate for tho great 
struggle before us. The problem was not whether wo could 
muster men, but whether we could raise money. We had to 
create a system of linauce that would secure an enlarged reve- 
nue, unquestioned ciedit, absolute certainty of payment of 
interest in coin, a national currency, and such economy as is 
possible during war. 

Tlie first focblo attempt to create a national currency was 
the issue of clomaud notes under the act of July 17, 1801, 
described as fo]lo\vs: 

^^Ancl (ho Soon* (ary of tliu Tn?nanry may also issue, iu exolmnge for 
coin, uud as part of tho above loan, or may pay for salaries or other dues 
from tlio UnittKl Slates, treasury notes of a less denomination lluin fifty 
dollars, not bearing intorcsl, but payable on demand by tho assistant treas- 
urer of the tJuilocl States, at Piiihideiphia, New York or ISoston/' 

Tlio fatal defect of these notes was tho promise to pay on 
demand. How could they be paid? In what kind of money? 
They could uot bo paid out of the current revenue, for that 
was insuflicient to meet current expenses. Ho reserve was 
provided for their payment, and, when paid, there was no 
authority for their re-i.ssne. All other forms of sccjiritics bore 
interest, and these notes, not bearing interest, were convertil)le 
into bonds and that was the end of them. If that was the proc- 
CS.S why issue them at all? 'I'hey did not prevent, but ratliev 
expedited, tho disappearance of gold. Of American silver 
dollars there were uoiic. Even tho new fractioual silver coins 
rose to a premimn, ami wcio lioarded or exported. Still, tlio 
necessity existed for some form of paper money that would be 
uvailablo for circulation. The solution of this problem was 
properly left to tho next regular session of Congrcs.s. 

Congress did not act ni)on the recommendations for iutornal 
taxes, but this subject was also left over until the next session. 
It did provide, however, for a largo increase of revcuuo from 
imports, mainly upon articles that were then free from taxa- 
tion and upon articles regarded as luxuries ; also for a direct 
tax on the states of $20,000,000, and for a graded tax, from and 
after the first day of January, 1802, upon the annual income 
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Ui»* uu'mui' ?»liiiiitt| !«» (l(*nviH{; jf such iitiiitml iitniuM* 
$itiMul<t ("iCiM'it llii* MHut itf II Ih\ »»f lliivi* |««r riMil. mi its 

llml liinil. A luuviHimi wu-s uimlt* n’lliirinj^ lln* 
lux mi lurmni'i ftdiu iiiil«*f< uiitl nlli«*l’ mn'iirilii'M nf llin 

I niti'il Slult'H mil' Imif. 'I'lii* lux mi im'miit'.t (»f riti/.iMiM uf thi' 
I nili'il StutoH vi'^iiiltitjj utirmii) \mi« plurt'il iil llvn |«‘r i*X" 
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uml ullipi' «[’iMinl.ii'?« nf I III* riiilt'il tSinUvi, xvhirli wu^t Ihm‘«! 
mic‘ iiiul miP-litiU Jim* ccmiI, 

Wliilu I'mijfit'jin WH« ('ii^{{rHl ill l('jfislat{vii ciulioH in \VusIi- 
iti^lmi, llip inllitury fnmw uf tho (!uuriHl(»m(o Sink'll wmt* i^uih- 
ortiiK in Vii'giiiiii, with thn iiriti<'i\iiil furn' at ManiiHKttH, iibmil. 
twt*nly-llv(' mili'rt huiiIIiwi'mI. uf Wimirui^lmi, uiiilor I ho i’mn» 
niuiul nf llmimul Mpiiiiini.'unl. 'I'lio I’liimi lni(i|tii, (‘uniposiul 
laiiiiily of lliipt' iiimillfi’ \ uliiult'mvi, wmc in nun)i nciMijiyiuf^ 
Ihi' I'l'iMmiiilimil \\ (■'•liini'lmi mi Imlli IiiiuIvM uf llii' I’nlmiiili' 
iiinli r till* iiiiiniMliiili' l'(■mlllanlt uf (ItMimiil iMrUowi'll, 
hill oilli ) ji’uli’iiiinl tiiMii iii! Srtill ill full i‘miiiiiii ml. | fn> 
<(iii’rillv \ llip I iiinij niiiip I w Ill’ll' I III' iililii'i. , fii".|i frmii 
(•ivil lifiMilul I'unllili'ul nf nil' V I III I'c fill' " mlinl i,” umn 

lii'illK ilnlli’il. *I'lu' rry nil', "<*ii fu llirhimmil!'’ 'I'lmv nmiM 
Hut furwoo Iho lun^uiluili' uf (hn limk ltin.\ luni iimli'i liiKnii. I 
will uutatk'iHpl to Hurmli* Ihn iuriilmil?' 'if llm ilakln uf Kull 
Hun. I know it WIW ki lio fought mi Smiihiy, Ihn Jl'l uf .Inly. 
Socm altonuiou ufthivlday 1 inuuiiU'tl my hm>iMiml willi.luiiinH 
UoIUhu, a Mcmlmr of (‘uiikiwu fruiu Mifwoun, e’lillml mi Ui’in 
oml Scott, iHul im|iiir<‘il fur iinwn uf Ihn liKllln Ihnii H'liiiy' mi. 
llo tolil HH hn WUH i|uilo mirn uf a favunililn ^•l">llll, lint fniunil 
tho loHH Ilf hi« ^'ulhinl fiUjfnm us, Ihn IruujM lining' ju\\, il wmihl 
ho Hoc.iviniiry fur I linir uJlinnm In Inml Ihnm. \\ n nru*"inii llin 
ixuiloon hri{||{o fruiii linm-f'nlmi ii, ami Ilmu. pimsiK},!’ In 
loti, wa wotil In a tiow fuH- uii (In' Kuiiti ruful ftmu tim l.mii.' 
llriilKO. Ah wo aiipruacliiul \\n nmilil ln'iir Ihn ilisliml (iiiiij.; nf 
camioH. Wo iwknil a Hotiliitol mi ihily if hn inol lu iinl Ihn 
Bovincl all day. I(n wid, " Vou, hut uut »u [mnl im iiuw," 'riii.s 
waft HigniUcaHl hut uut oucounmifiuK. Wi* rnlunind In my Iml^' 
ingft OH Kifloonth ftlvoot. Kvorywhnro thorn wu-s iiti mmiO'y 
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fcoliug. At. eiglit o’clock in the ovoniiig I started for the resi- 
dence of tlio Sc{;retary of War to get information of the battle. 
As 1 approached I was seized by the arm, and, turning, saw 
Secretary Camoron. I asked about the battle, but, without 
answering, he hurried me into his house and said: “Our army 
is defeated, and my brother is killed.” He then gave way to 
passionate grief. II is brother, Colonel Cameron, had i)een 
killed, and the Union army was in full retreat. I was enjoined 
to say nothing until morning. 1 obeyed his injmictiou. At 
eleven o’clock tliat night I hoard the clatter of a house’s feet in 
full gallop. My nophew, liohert lilcComb, a boy about nine- 
teen, a private soldier in an Ohio regiment, but detailed as an 
orderly, had boon sent to the rear witli a message. Ho saw 
the army in retreat, and, being well mounted and believing 
that discretion was the better part of valor, rode rapidly to iny 
lodgings in Washington. It is uncertain whether he or 
“iiull-Iluu” llussell, an English reporter, made the best time to 
the Long Bridge. McComh gavo me a doleful account of the 
battle and retreat. The oflicial reports from both armies show 
that it was a drawn battle. General Sherman, in liis 
“Memoirs,” gives a graphic history of the battle and expresses 
the samo opinion. 

Still, the battle of Bull Run wfus an important event. It 
dispolled tho illusion of the people of the north as to the 
duration and gravity of the war. It demonstrated tho 
folly of ninety days’ enlistments. Tt brought also, to every 
intolligont mind, the danger-s that would inevitably result 
from disunion. On tho 22nd of July, the day after the battle, 
tho bill to authorize tlie employment of 500,000 volunteers 
became a law. 

On the 29tli of July two bills, one for the iiicrcaso of the 
military establishment of the U nited States, and one to provide 
for tho suppression of tho rebellion, were passed. 0)i the 5tli 
of August an act passed for tho hotter organization of tho inili- 
tary establishment. Armed with the largest military power 
over conferred npon a President, with tho almost unlimited 
power of taxation, the ad ini lustration of Mz*. Lincoln entez'ed 
upon the task before it. 


Having passed these provisions in aid of tlic govcrmnent, 
the special session of Congress closed on the 6tl\ of August, 
1861. 

I immediately returned to my home at Mansiield. Eegi- 
menhs were ])eing organized but it seemed to mo that the mode 
of enlistment was loo slow. 'J'he people, though still resolute, 
were somewhat troubled by the failure of military operations. 
1 felt this so strongly that I detenninod at once to adopt some 
plan to raise a brigade to be composed of two regiments of 
infantry, one battery of artillery and one sqnadrou of cavalry. 
When T made application to Governor Dennison for the req- 
uisite authority, ho feared my plan might interfere with 
existing organizations then being enlisted in the different parts 
of the state, and I was persuaded to wait until after the 15th 
regiment was recruited and in the field, and the 42nd was well 
under way. I also made up my mind to delay actual recruiting 
until after the election in October of that yeai’, so that no 
political bias might enter into it. 

On the 24th of September T addres.sed a letter to the ITon. 
Simon Cameron, Secretary of War, as follows : 


Maksfiklu, Ojiio, Sopfonibei* 24, 1861. 

ITo>!. Simon Camkiion, SeoroUivy of Wnr : 

Dkak Su?:- 1 rospDctfully ask for un order gjanlin/^ ino leave to re* 
emit and organize, in tliis jmrt of Ohio, a Ijrigado of two roginionis of 
infantry, one nqiiadron of cavalry, and two coinpanios of artillery. I know 
1 can do it promptly. The squadron of caivalry authorized to Major Mc- 
Laughlin may, if <leftired, bo eonsideved as part of l!n> brigade. 

For reasons that are probably unjust the governor and state mili- 
tary autlioiilios arc less successful than I iiopcfl, and I know that T can got 
you rooruifs that tlicy cannot. 1 \Yish no rank, jiay, or oxpensc.s for myself, 
and will freel}^ not without compensation. 1 care not who are the held 
olhcers, so I know tUoy are men of honor, honesty and cxpericnco. 1 will 
only ask of the clopartmoiit tho usual rations, pay and annanu'nt and equi- 
page for tho men ; I ask nothing for myself, will iiiKlortake upon iny individ- 
ual responsibility to purchase any of tliem do.sircd, receiving in roturii gov- 
ernment soenrilies therefor. 

1 will so execute the order as not to iuterforo with tlm stulo autliori- 
ties, and will act in subordination to thoiu. I will freely confer witli tlio 
govornniont as to details, but would rather bo loft ns free as jiractioablo in 
t ))0 selection of ofheers. 




I liope, my clenv sir, Uus application will receive your sanction, luul I 
will stake luy reputation and property that what I otTor slinll bo acooni- 
\ plishcd. Very truly yours, 

' ^ John Siikuman* 

On the sainG tlay, in order to .secure tbo active cooporalaon 

f of Secretary Chase, 1 wrote him as follows: 

I 

Manbfielt), Onto, Soptoinbor 24, 1801. 

» Hon. S. V, Cn ask, Sccrotary of the Treasury : 

‘ My DkarSiu: — I Imvo to-day written to General Cameron, uskinfr an 

order allowing ino to recruit a brigade in this part of Ohio, I 1 cik»\v .L cnui 
; do it. I ask no ollice, rank, pay, or expenses for inysell, and will unclor- 

^ take to rocniit tliis force in subordination to tlie state and pfonenil ^civorn- 

mofit, and witliin sncli limits as may be allowed. Whalover nmy Im' the 
' reason, it is manifest that voluntary enlistment needs the spur of aetivo ox- 

ortion and solicitation. Tliis I am willing to give, and. from olT(!rH frtml}' 

' made to mo by ])or.sonal acquaintances, know that 1 can enlist liuiidrocls 

whom tlio state authorities cannot reach. 

Can I ask your favorublo influemm and oooporalion? T will ])iiy juy 
own expenses, and ask only rations, touts and armament for the men. Any 
1 of those I am willing to piirohaso upon my iiKlividual credit, receiving in 

payment government soouritios. 1 pledge you jny reputation and nil 1 am 
wortli to accom])lisli what I offer. 

^ If it is objected tliat my operation will interfere with slate onli.stiiiontfl, 

1 will agree to subordinate my movomonls to the orders of tlm govovnur, 
but for the good of tlio service I hope to bo loft as free as ]>ossiblo. In tlio 
soleotion of ofiicors 1 ahov\ld want to bo cs)iceh\lly consulted, so tis to insurci 
•| the honor, probity and pensonal habits of such olficors. Fnrlhor limn tliin I 

!\uve no choice. 

If this luoels your ai)probatioii promptly say so to General Oanioron, 
and lot him sot ino to work. Very truly yours, 

John Shkiutax. 

I 

' About tlie same time I bad amuigod with Govornor Denni- 

son for a plan of enlistment which enabled the roernits td 
select tlieiv oflicci's, by allowing persons securing a certain 
number of recruits to be captains, a less numbor lirst lionton- 
i ants, and a loss numbor second lientomints. 'J’bo govornor vory 

' kindly agreed that bo would commission tbo persons soloctocl 

in this way, leaving tbo regimen ial organization to bo com- 
posed of tbo best material that could bo found anywboro. On 
the 28th of Soptembor T issued and distributed, luaiuty in the 

j 




region near t,lie line of the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago 
railroad, this circular: 

“TO THE YOUNG MEN OF OHIO. 

“I iim nutl»oriz(f(l by tl'a govcMiior of Oliio In riiLso al once two rogi- 
monts of iiifimtry iiiul a battery of arlillory, niul a S(]ua(lioii of oavalry. 

“I am also liutliorized to rccominoiid oito liouteiiant for eadi company, 
wlio shall at once rccoivo thoir commission and bo funiislied with projior 
facilities for enlisting. I am now ready to receive apjilieations for snob 
appointments, accoiiipnicd witli ovidoiu'.e of gocnl habits and chavaotev, the 
ago of applicant, and his fitnoscs and ability to rocruit a company. 

“ Major Wm. McLanghlin will command tlm squadron of cavalry. 

“The company oflicera will bo dosignuted by tlio soUlieis of pacli com- 
pany, subject to the approval of Iho governor. 

“The field oIBcors are not yet designated, but slnd! be men of expe- 
rience, niul, if poMible, of military education. 

“The soldiers shall have, without diminution, all they are entitled to by 

law. 

“Hanger is imminent. I’roinptnc.ss is indispensable. Lot the people 
of Ohio now repay the debt whidi their fathers incurred to lh(! gallant peo- 
ple of Kontiiolty for the dolonso of Oliio against the British and Iiulians. 
'J’lioy now appeal to us for liclp against an invasion more niijustiflnblo and 
barbarous. 

“I, otters can bo addres.sod to mo, marked “Free,” al Jfunsfield, Ohio. 

John SiiianuN.” 

Mansfielh, Ohio, September 28, 1801. 

The matter thus rested until after the election on the ilth of 
October, when squads rapidly formed into companies, and with- 
in twenty days Camp Buckingham watt openod near Mansfield. 

In the porforniaiice of this solf-imposecl duty, I oncouutored 
but one difficulty, and at one time a very serious one, the 
selection of regiinenttil officers, and especially of commanders 
of regiments. T kncAV that military warfare was an art, a trade, 
an occupation, where education, experionco and preparation 
are absolutely essential to cffoctivo service. The materials for 
soldiers abound everywhere, but without discipline, order, 
obedience, and severe drilling men are not soldiers. It was my 
desire to secure for the commanders of regiments two gradu- 
ates of West Point. I mado application directly to Washington 
for various details of ofticers of the regular army, so that the 
soldiers in Camp Buckingham might have experienced drill 
masters from the beginning. I failed to receive an answer, 



and went to Washington, eavnestly impressed with the impor- 
tance of my mission, and determined, if possible, that these 
men enlisted by me should not bo placed in the front of the 
enemy until they had had all the benetlt they could derive 
from military disciidine and drilling. Wlien I arrived I found 
that Secj’etary Cameron was indisposed to interfere with the 
purely military details of the army, while Ccnoral Scott, a 
brave old soldier whom 1 alwa.y.s loved and admired, was firmly 
of the opinion that tlie favorable result of the war depended 
upon strengthening the regular army, maintaining its force 
and discipline, and es|)ccially rela.iiung its val liable ()Hicor.s. 
Tlio regular army, alnio.st di.sbanded at the boginning of tlie war, 
was gradually filling up upon the basis of a new organization 
and long enli.stmentvs, but it was idle, it .seemed to mo, to expect 
that the young men of the country would enlist in tlie regular 
service. While ready to respond to the call of their country 
in its actual peril, they had no purpose to become regular sol- 
diers for life. It appeared to me, therefore, that the manifest 
policy of the government should be to allow the regular army 
to be gradually absorbed into the volunteer service, where the 
young officers educated at the expense of tho govornmont 
might impart instruction to rogimonts and brigades, in.stead of 
to squads and conipanie.s. 1 spoke to General Scott about tliis, 
and the result of my interview was very unpleasant. I fear we 
both lost our temper, thougli I never ceiused to respect tho old 
general for the great .service he liad roudored his country; l)ut 
his day was past. 

After consulting Major Garesche, A.ssistant Adjutant General, 
as to the names of olficons, I then applied to tho President, ex- 
plained to liim fully the situation of alTaii-s, my promi.se, the 
gathering of the .soldiers in Camp Buckingham, their inexpe- 
rience, and want of drill masters, their ardent patriotism, stated 
my interview Avith General Scott, and appealed to him to help 
mo out of tho dilemma. 

I never shall forget the interview with Mr. Lincoln, for ho 
did not hesitate, but .sent for Major Gai'cscho, and gaA'^o mo the 
coveted order before I left him, directing tho Secretary of War 
to detail two second lieutenants, James William Forsytli, of 
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OLio, and Cltavlcs Garrison Harlcor, of New Jei'sey, and Sergeants 
Bradley and Sweet, of the regular army, for service in the Ohio 
Volunteers, under iny direction. Tbi.s order was the key that 
unlocked the difliculty and gave to the force tlie elements of 
military discipline. At the same time the requisite orders 
^vere given for imifornis, arms of the best pattern, cannon, 
horses and various equipments. 

I then procured the detail of Major Robert S, Granger, 
of the United States army, to command the camp and to or- 
ganize the force. He had graduated as a cadet from Ohio, 
was one of the oflicers of the regular army .surrendered by 
(ieneral Twiggs to the State of 'J'exas before the beginning of 
the war, and had given his parole not to serve in the army 
until exchanged. Though this was not held to apply to the 
enlistment of volunteei-s he so construed his parole as to pre- 
vent him fi-om .serving in his regiment until duly exchanged. 
When this was done lie entered the service and was rapidly 
promoted to j\rajor General of Volunteers, 

Within sixty days 2,.TI0 young men of Ohio were formed 
into the 64th and Ootb regiments, the 6th battery of artillery, 
and McLaughlin’s squadron of cavalry, armed with the best 
arms then in the .service, uniformed, equipped and partly 
drilled as soldiers, ready to inarch, and actually marching, 
to the seat of war. No bettor material for soldiers, and no 
better soldiers in fact, ever enlisted in any cause or any service. 

1 insert a letter from General Garfield written when he was 
in command of this brigade: 

IlEAUQUAiiTEns, 20 tii Bhioadic, ) 

In the ko.:i,i>, 0 Miles Fuo.\t Oouintii, Miss., M,vy 17, 1802. J 
Hon. .John Siikkuax, Wnsliingion, D. C. 

Dkak Sm : — I nm now in ooiuinand of f,lio 20(li Brigade, composed of 
the 04th and ODtli Ohio (the regiments raised hy youi-solf) and the IStli 
Michigan and 51st Indiana llegiinenls. I have sent forward to Washington 
the name of Lt. 13. G. Swain (05th Oliio) of Sulom, 0., for appointment as 
A. A. Gen. on my staff. He is an excellent oflioor, and his nomination lias 
been approved by Gen. Buell. I will bo jiarlioularly obliged to you if you 
will aid in securing his appointmout as soon ns possible. Tho whole army 
advances toward Corinth this tuorning. 

Very respectfully yours, .1. A, Gaufiei.d, 

Brig. Gon. Vols., U. S. A. 
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When General Sherman was in Louisville in October, 181>J, 
ho was called upon by Secretary Cameron, and they engaged 
in a general discussion of the military situation. General 
Sherman said that for aggressive movements, tho United States 
would require 200,000 men. This was so far beyond the ideas 
of tho time that he was regarded as crazy, and was soon after 
relieved from his command by General Buell. Secretary Cam- 
eron was blamed for this, but his letter to me, here inserted, 
shows that he was absent from AA^ashington when the order 
was made : 

War Uki’artmrnt, Nuvuinber 14, 1801. 

Stu: — Your letter of tlie lOtli inst. is reoelved. Gt'oenil Sliornmn 
was reoallecl from the coinnmiid in Kontuokj' during iny absence at tho 
north on ofiicial business. Sinco iiiy return on the llth, 1 have not liad 
time to Timko any inquirios noricGrniug the ciiuse of tlie change, but 1 feel 
certain it was not from any want of confidence in tiio patriotism or ca[)acity 
of your brother. Ho has been ordered to Missouri, under tho immediato 
connnand of Major General lialleek, of tlio regular army, and the faot Uuit 
lie has been so assigned is evidence of the confidence reposed in Ihni. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

iSiMO.v Camkron, Secretary of AVar, 


CHAPTER XTI. 


P.ASSAOE OF THE HegAL TenOER AoT IN 38C2. 

Sfy Zntorvie\v with Liiiroln About Obio Appoinfmoiitfl — (lOvoniineiiUil ICxpotiHOB 
I^ow Aggrogatiiif? Nearly §^2, 000, 000 Daily— SoercUiry CHuho’h Aiimuil Heporl 
t(» Congrofis in Decombor, 18 G 1 — TjvuBury Notcrt a T.cgul Toiul(*r hi Day. 
incut oi Public and Private OebtH — Bciiclicml llcHiiUa from llio Pam 
Rage of the BUI— Tlio War Not a QucHtion of jMcii hut of Money — 
PropoHcd Oiganization of National Dnnkfl— Dank Dills Not 
Taxed — bocal Danks and Thoir Absorption iiy tbodoverii' 
moat — Tbo 1B02 Lssne of 31o0,UUa,000 in “(hwn- 
backs’*— Legal Tender Act a Turning Point iii 
Our PinancinI Jhstory — Coinpcnmition 
of Onim*s of tlio (jovernnimil. 

A liOTI'i' this time T had a.ii iaiorview with Mr. Lincoln 
\vlii(!h may he of iutorcst. In making the local ap- 
pointments in Ohio he was iminrally governed largely 
by J)is strojcg allinities for old Whig a.ssociates in Con- 
gress, of one of whom, General Schonede, he was especially fond. 
1 thought some of his appointments in Ohio were not judicious, 
and conchided I. would go to him and make a general com- 
plaint of the distribution of these oflices. 1 felt that ho failed to 
consider tiie fact that the Ropulilicau party contained man 5 ' men 
w ho had not belonged to the Whig party. I recpiestcd an inter- 
view witli him W'bicli was promptly granted, and called at his 
odlcc cine evening. 1 le was seated in an easy chair and seemed 
t() bo in excellent Innnor, I proceeded to complain of some of 
his apjioiutmcnts in Ohio and as T progressed the expression of 
his face gradually changed to one of oxtrento .s<idnc.s,s. He did 
not say a word, but sank in his chair, placing his foot upon tlio 
able, and looking, as I thought, the picture of despair. I pi o- 
ceoded wdth my complaint until I began mentally to reproach 
myself for bothering the President of the United States with 
so unimportant a matter as the choice of persons to fill local 

country was in the throes of revolution. 


I 





I’iually I told him I felt ashamed todistui-b him with siioli mal- 
ters and would not bother him again with them. Ilis face bright- 
oued, ho sat up in his chair and his whole manner chaugc<l, until 
finally he almost embraced me. He then told me many interest- 
ing stories of his short service in Congress and of the men with 
whom he was brought in contact. 'J'lie close of the inten iew 
was very pleasant and I kept my promise to him al>ont his 
appointments. 

When Congress convened on the 2nd of December, l-Stll, 
the liuancial condition of the government was more alarming 
than at any other period during the WJir. 

The Secretary ot the Treasury had ample and eomiihde au- 
thority, given him by the act of duly, isni, to lidiTow JiidiK'y 
on the credit of the government, hut he could not deal with the 
system of state bunks then existing in the several .stale.s. lie 
was forbidden, by the snb-treasury act of 1S40, to receive notes 
of .state banks and was required to receive into and pay from 
the treasury only the coin of the Dnited Statc.s ; Imt by the 
act of August 5, 1801, he wius pcnnilted to depo.'^it to the credit 
of the Treasurer of the United States, in .'^nch solvent si)ccie- 
paying banks, as bo might .select, any of the moneys obtained 
from loans, tho moneys thus deposited to bo withdrawn only 
for transfer to the regularly authorized deitosiiuries, or for ti»e 
payment of public duos, including certain notes payable on 
demand, ns be might deem expedient. He had, however, no 
authority to receive from individuals or banks any immoy 
but coin. 

Tho coin received from the Boston, New York, and Phila- 
delphia banks, in payment of their subscriptions to the govern- 
ment loans, to the amount of nearly $150,0(K1,(}(KI, had t() he 
sent to every point in the United States to meet puldlc oblig<i- 
tioiis, ami, when thus scattered, was not readily roturued to 
tho banks, thus exhausting their resources uiul their ability to 


loan again. i-? icci 

T'ho demand notes, authorized by the act of duly li, JN>l, 

wore also paid out by the treasury; but from time to time 

wore presented for redemption in coin or in 

toms duties to the exclusion of coin, and thus both the banks 
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and tbo government wore greatly crippled, the banka suspend- 
ing specie payments on the 30th day of December, 1801. 

At this tinio an army of r)00,000 Union soldiers was in the 
field, and a powerful navy, with vast stores of artillery and 
amnuinition, had been created. In providing for their sust.c- 
naiico, comfort and equipment the govornnient had been 
obliged to incur expenses far exceeding in magnitude any 
which had been hitherto known in its history, aggregating 
nearly $2,000,000 per clay. 

It ^vas aj)pa.roiit that a radical change in existing laws 
relating to our currency must be made, or the govern- 
ment would practically bo unable to make the current dis- 
burseinents on account of the war, and the destruction of 
the Union would bo unavoidable, notwithstanding the im- 
)’nense resources of the country which had then hardly been 
touched. 

The annual report of Secretary Chase reached Congress on 
the lOtli of December, having been dolayod by tlio press of 
business. So much of it as related to the cmrrency w'us the 
basis of the long debates that followed. The circulation of 
the banks of the United States on the 1st of January, 1861, 
was reported at $202,000,767. Of this $152,000,000, in round 
numbers, was in the loyal states, including West Virginia, and 
$50,000,000 in the robol states, the whole constituting a loan 
without interest from the people to the banks, costing the lat- 
ter only the expense of issue and redemption and the interest 
on the specie kept on hand for the latter purpose. The secre- 
tary called especial attention to the organization and imturo of 
these banks, aaid questioned whetlior a currency of bank.s is- 
sued by local institutions under state laws was nob in fact pro- 
hibited by the national constitution. He said : 

"Suoli emissions certainly fall wllliin tlio spirit, it not within the loUor, 
of llio constltutionnl prohibUion of the omission of ' bills of credit’ by the 
slates, and of tlio making by them of anytliing e.xcopt gold and silver coin 
a legal tender in payment of debts. However this may bo, it is loo clear 
to bo reasonably disputed tliat Congress, under its constitutional powers to 
Jay taxes, to regulate eonimorco, and to regulate the value of coin, possesses 
ample authority to control the credit circulation which enters so largely into 
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the transaction of conimorct', aiul affects in so many ways the value of coin. 
In the jndgmont of the secretary, tlio time has arrivod wlion Congress 
should exorcise this authority.” 

He described with great force the weakness of tho state 
banking system, and the repeated losse.s by the people of tho 
United States on account of tho failure of such banks, lie 
rocoinineiKled two plans by eitlior of which lio held that these 
banks might be absorbed, and a national currency be substi- 
tuted in tlio place of tboir issues. One plan proposed the grad- 
ual withdrawal from circulation of tho notes of ])rivato corpo- 
ratioii.s, and the is.suo iu their .stead of United States notes, 
payable in coin on demand, iu amounts sudicient for tho nsoful 
ends of a representative currency. Tlie other proposed a sys- 
tem of mil.ioual banks autliori'/cd to issue notes for circulation 
under national direction, to be secured as to prom])t couvoiii- 
bility into coin by the pledge of the United Stales bonds and 
other needful regulations, llo discns.sed these two plan.s at 
length, hut concluded by recommending a system of national 
banks, the advantages of which would bo uniformity in cur- 
rency, uuiformity in security, an effectual safeguard against 
deprociatioii, and protection from losses from discounts and ex- 
changes. Ho expressed tho opinion that such notes would give 
to the government the further advantage of a largo demand 
for government, securities, of increased facilities for obtaining 
tho loans required for tlie war, a reduction of interest, and a 
participation by the government in the profit of circulation 
without risking tho perils of a groat money monopoly. Tt will 
be noticed that tho secretary nowhere suggested tho suspoiision 
of coin payments, or making tho notes a legal tender iu pay- 
ment of public and private debts, or the redemption in coin of 
tho bank notes to be issued. 

These recommendations wore referred to tho committee of 
ways and moans of the House, and by it to a sub-committee, 
of which Elbridge G. Spaulding, of Now York, was chairman. 
Undoubtedly we owe to him, more than to any other individual 
Member, tho importaut and radical changes made in our cur- 
rency system by tho act reported by him to tho House and 

amended iu tho Soiiato. Mr. Spaulding perceived tho objection 
a.-tJo 


to the rccommeudations of Secretary Chase tliat tliey did not 
in-ovido for any payments but in coin, ov call for a suitable 
provision that the notes when issued should bo a legal tender 
for public and private debts, or for their reissue in case of pay- 
ment, nor did they provide for the absorption of the demand 
notes outstanding, which were, on their face, payable on de- 
mand, an obligation that could not be ignored without severely 
impairing the public credit. It was also apparent that the sys- 
tem of national banks proposed by the .secretary could not bo 
organized and put in effective force for a yeai' or move, and 
that in the meantime the state banks would be in a condition 
of suspension, witliout coin or the possibility of obtaining it, 
and, with no effective money which tho people wei’o bound to 
receive, or which tho government could receive, it would have 
been difficult to carry on tho operations of the Avar. 

'J’he first bill introduced by Mr. Spaulding, on the fiOth of 
December, met some of these diflicnltios. It provided for the 
issue of Su0,()00,000 treasury notes, payable on demand, the 
notes to he rocelA^ablo for all debts and demands due to or Ijy 
tho United States, to bo a legal tender in payment of all debts, 
public or private, Avithin tho United States, and oxcluuigeablo 
at their face value, tho same ns coin, at the treasury of tho 
United States, and the offices of tho assistant treasurers in 
NeAV York, Boston, Plnlaclelpliia, St. Louis, and Cincinnati, for 
any of tho coupon or registered bonds Avhich tho secretary 
was authorized to issue. It also contained this provision: 
“ Such treasury notes may bo reissued frcmi time to time as 
the exigencies of tho public service may require,” the first au- 
thority ever given for tho reissue of treasury notes after rc- 
dciAAption. 

On tho 7tli of January, 18G2, Mr. Spaulding reported the hill 
to tho House Avith some important changes, and it soon became 
the subject of a long and interesting debate. On the 22tKl of 
January, Secretary Chase returned Mr, Spaulding’s bill to him 
and suggested some modifications, referring to the legal tender 
clause as follows, being his first reference to that clause; 

“Rogrotting exceedingly thul it is found necessary to resort to tho 
luuusure of innking fundable notes of the United States a legal loiulor, but 



|i«<at(tlv (m \>i(h ihn riiiiiiiiittiM* in nil (n iupmI 

in iiml hiiiiriil i|n» in- 

1 rrmwin/' \'\y, 

111 ii Irlti’)' In ilui i*iititiiij(l(*n of wiiyn unit on liio 

VJ'.llh of .Imuiur.Y, llu' si'i*n*luvy xniU: 

i'«iiiilith>n nf Him h'i*n^airv mliuitlv Jn'ialn iiiniiiMliitln in'limt tni tin* 
«if afTi>iiliinf [iio\ ftir (In* i*\|it'jiilil iiiv** nf (lit* ^ntM*i uiiii«iil, Inith 
I'Xjii ilirnf iiinl Ill'l l* . 'Plin |tr«tvi>^innH nf tin* liill Miliiiiitl**'! In 

iMi* (*i iin* VM’II inliiphul to (|im iMn) |mmh 'I hi'n* i\vi\ Inivxi'xiu'* 

kxliu'li tM ik, irnfiitlx iiunMtili*tL 

" I'ln* t iii(i‘'() Siu{r*» ini(«**< ii Innli't* Iiu^ ilmiKt 

ii" i lii-rii \\i‘ll I I'll hti'ii i) till' ntnl tlioir <‘«*ni*|ii .inii in*i'»l‘i hn 

1 i‘i»iiii of iiiiiir. i lliinli il iiH' l<< 

(hill III !• I" I f ilit'i I *1 •»* i'j|i«n itt^ M'lln I iMir* liitii* I'Miii) III l-i'i 1 iiiti to 

(III* *’aiiio I .Mil III' M ! ll»i'\ linu' Il III Ill'll, (i I'l jim( iiiiIv III in ji (h llii'in limt 
I Imi>i' fi ll, itin 1 n i< Il 1*1 ri*iii rill tliiit I imn ff'nl, n j.*ii‘ilt «txpj«itMli Ik 

iiiiiltjin’ iimlliiiif' 1*111 I •nil il IrJiiliM iij |iit^|in*iit Ilf ilotil'i ]l liiiM liiM'ii 

ln^ nil iiiiil i X* r’li (♦•iilonl (In* iirt i • at x i*f *^nt li |i't*l^Jil(l<*|l. || i»i« ||i iXX nx i*i\ 

lit pi iiiipi' ''il«li\ Ml ri»ir « ijiiiMiri* of il|i* r xpt*hi|iltut*''> mitailml lix 

(In* xvrir, lUni llm >^ii''pi'ii*'iiiii nf (lir )i»niK**, hi priMMirsi nitllrinnt f(*t iti'o 

tiuinnun'iit** ; 1111*1 it lm^4 tlii*rt*i**r«*« litn-Kint* itMtin|tnu*^tlil y tliul xvn 

«iImiii|iI f*’^i*rl 1*1 till* iHnMn nf Innioil ,^hitrt* n*ili*?i. , , , Siioli ilim*riiiih 

nnhult *^lini|til« if p*^^'»|li|i*. In* ptiM rlih'it ; iii|i| tin* priiM**liill initklMf^ (In* liulnn 
It h*nil**r, III u |.•l*a^l iiitMi^itin ill pri*x iMitn 11, hy piidin^ all imIi- 

in l)ii** r**'pn*'l. on llii« i»*xn|| Unlit nf itii'l iltitir**,** 

Oil llir llrtl nf l'\0iiimrv llii' M'i*ri*lii!*y wmli* In Mi\ Snitu)truiK 
111 fnlluUN: 

• Ml Si'vx.ii'l ’ . 0*1 Ik oil tlivii \%^\\ t*(irotx*K( In Uiitt tlnxt llix 

Iii'Mhil iMji 111 t.'iiiUit' n|i in fill' It'^riii U'liiin pinpoMiliitn r iii) 1111 i 4 ri-i'«l 11*11, 
mill I mil VMM ^kmx !•< mI.'.'IX** It, fnl tll\ Itltvinti^ U i^ll in |nt)|||.ptM( Xnil iJi 

111) !»• ‘pr-r I • 

"Il n lMi»' kImi( 1 I iMiir With i*']iii (mill* (k (III* rni|i'|ti»M**ti tlnit (In* lt'^**il 
ti'iiih't rlmr'i* a iir* *- -* >il x , tiiil 1 riiiiiM (m i( * U'l’iiliMl) x , iiiiil I il 

i-iinii"i| lx . I lit* iikI lii'itLih* xilmii j liuxi* iiiinl** up tux luiinJi Iimxx **x or ititnli 
rn^»ri‘l I Miax f* »’l •*x»'i (Im* ii»M*i'''.*iilx *»f (III* rmii'lir'litii in vxlmli I » ••tiii<.‘* 

Hn till’ .Mil of |M•lull^|•v lln< my ln'raint' tnoio uri/.Mil, 

iitnt urnli' In Mi*. S|iiitili|ini.' I lio rollouiii;' Inicf iinliv 

Mx Ih xijSti:’ 1 tihil*** ill*' hio *x I* «'xttai I f|i*ni a tot ItT l v «*i\ flKlii 
(la* ri*)|*<i t*.r nf N«*l\ N nrl* llii * llinl iii |( l‘i X t'l X i 11 I pK| t iiiit il|»* Ullt 

hlamlil Ki » (III .«irKli ilax , mt. | tlitninfli llu* ,^n»u*il»* ll»ia xv**i*k, TliM jiitliln* 

l•ll^*lMM i* '■ ’In h*it a*lisn( I'f «li'ltix* \ nill'* (tu|Xi 

I 1*1% . I',* I i >|'.x I I M M#, 


\\ rriA-i^ 
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l('\vill Huis 1 m' vr<l lli:tl, \\ liulrxi'r iiiuy liuvt' ItCiOii 

(Miiuslil 111 itiiiiil M*ni|ilfs of Hfciflury in rt«.siu>c.|, (o 

li'iidi'r fIniiM', lii'yirltlrii In it lunlrr lln- pir.-suri' (>[ 

.sj(,y^ iDiil ti(i ili?’>*i'iil friiiii il uiilii, u'- rliii'f jusl.U'O, 

(ipiiiitiu WHS in tin* c’li*'** iil llcpliiiiii (ii’isw'okl^ . 

( 1 hi »'siipii’iiii' ('(tiii'l (»r (lu> I nilrij Sl:ilf>. 

'rii(' hill, iiiiich inntlilii'il rifHii lln' ni ipimil, pii‘>’'<si ilui IU>^.|^ 

Ilf |h'[l|■|•Sl‘lll ill ivrs hy I hr tlrridisl \iil»’uf yi-ii • Itll. liiivs u'.l, A 
jHlssi'il llic< llmise ilriuihiilii'il iiiit Imi il > In i>-iii'. nii I lin 
of llii' Ihiih’il Sliili'S, I'liilrtl iSluIf.i imli*'' In lli(< tuiioiinl', ^ 
§ir)l),(in{l,IMHI, lint hciiriiiK iiihMi'‘-l , piiyuhli* In liniicl' iiIj ( j 
I rciistiry <>1 lln* I'nilt'il Siuics, nl \\ ii -liiiiplitn nr Ni'W 
H. pVuvuU'il lUiil nr sui'l iHilr* .•^Uniilil hi> ill lidu , 

I lin (l(<nioiul I ri'iisiirv mill's iiullim i/i-il h\ tin’ inM nf <liily | 
IHIil, titul I lull' siliil ili'lllilliil linh'M .sliniilil hi' liiln'ii ii|i lis Vllpi 
Its ]triM’l h'lthlc. Il pin\ idril Ihiil I lit' I mil 'Ut \ null's slioulil | 
ri'ci'it iihli' ill ])iiy iiii'iil nf nil liivfs, ihilii' *, inipni !-<, rxciso, ilc^ |» 
iilid tli'iiiniiils (if nil liiinls ilni' In llm l iiili 'l Slitl I'S, nltil j| 
ilidils mill (Icniiiiuls nwinp h\ llin I iiili'il Shihv* In iudivii 
nnls, ciirpniitl inns nntl iisMirinlinns uilhiii Ihn I nilcd iSln.(,(^ 
mill sliniilii III' liiwrnl niniti'y and a li'j^iil Iciali't, in piiyiiumb i 
all dchls, jaihlic mid pi'iMih', uitiiin l]a< rnili'd SInh's. 

'I’liis hill rami* In I lii< Si'iiiili' nti lla> Tih nf iM'liniili'y. 
was rnlhiwi'd nn lln* Mitiii' day In a ll•lll•r hniti N('i’i'i>l ary (dun 
In Mr. l*'i'ssi'ndi«ij, ns hd Inws; 

Slu: *y\n* **f till* niuiti «lts4(o iMj^inluilvo | ir 

vlnitiii, W'liHl yiill mtiil t)»i^ ilii* !•« think llml flin hill 

tint I liniHi* V will h«< nrlr*! n|H«n li\ llm Sniiiito il 

Iliitil tlsiil hill hliiiU (In* linal nt‘tii*ii nf ( il kimM 

ml vit4ii))ln l<i i«\fpnil llm nf tin* (nritn<r rtrh», cMi u * itllnw tlio iHHt 

i»r III liMijit S |(),i KHl.t H K> ill l hiili*il Sfiitnn ii*»l*‘»», IM mMiln'h In llm SjndjDOO 

linriHnfnro iill(llttH/i*lU I lmil*t|tii( || hill \mi1i ihat nhjtM*!. ^v]ln:ll NVI 

i IniHl* nii'i'l MUir ii|i|irnviii ninl llinl nf I •>**». Iniiin itmliMuMlnil OJl ii 

'I’lin rt'(|ni'Hl, fill* aullnii'ily In issiin $|I 1 ,IHH»,IKHI addil-ioJ'' 
dniiminl iinh'Kwns ininicdialalyijcnuili'd, and tin* hill was 
wlllinnii np|)iisii inti. 

'riin f.nri'c'iu'y idll wiis mnsiiii'ri'il in {lii'rnniinillcitnii 
of Ilia Sunala, iiinl fniir iinpnrlaiil mid nulinil aintmclmoJ^ 



were rei^orted by tbati committee. These amendments were as 
follows : 

Fir-sh— That the legal tender notes should be receivable for 
all claims and demands against the United States, of every kind 
whatsoever, “ (‘.irepl /<»' interest on bonds and notes, xvhich shall he, 
2 )aid in coin.** 

Second — ^That the secretary might dispose of United States 
bonds, “at the market value tltereof, for coin or treasury notes,” 

Third — A new section authorizing deposits in the sub-treas- 
uries at five per cent., for not les.s than thirty days, to the amount 
of §‘2") ,000,000, for which certificate.s of deposit might be issued. 

l'’ourth— An additional section, No. 5, “that all duties on 
imported goods and proceeds of the sale of public lands,” etc., 
.should ho sob apart to pay coin ititerosl on tho debt of the 
Uiiitod States ; and one per cent, for a sinking fund, etc. 

It was felt that if no provision Avas made for the payment 
of the intere.st on the bonds i)x coin, they would depreciate 
more and more, Avhilo such payment would tend, as it 
did, to maintain them nearer to the specie standard. In 
order to obtain coin for the payment of interest, provision 
was made that all duties on imported goods, and the proceeds 
of the sale of public lands, should ho payable in coi)i and be sot 
apart to pay coin interest on the dobl. of the United States, and 
one per cc.nt. for a sinking fund to provide for ultimate redemp- 
tion of tho bonds. These amendments wore considered of 
primo importance. It was felt that tho duty on imported 
goods should not he lessened by any depreciation of our local 
cui’j'Oncy. Such importations wore based upon coin values, and 
the tax levied upon them was imoporly required to bo ])aid in 
coin. This security of coin payment enabled the govenunont 
to sell the bonds at a far higher rate than they would ha \’0 
commanded without it, and tended also to limit tho deprecia- 
tion of United States notes. The lull and amondments wore 
reported on tho l‘2th, and bocaino tho subject of what was 
regarded as a very able debate. 

There was decided opposition in tho Senate to tho legal ten- 
der clause, headed by Mr. Fo.ssendon. Mr. Collamor, who also 
was opposed to it, made a motioix to strike it out. Upon that 
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.stilijoc.i. t iniido my liisl, Imij'lliy in llm SimuiIi'. a finv 

oxliacl.s fidiii wliicli 1 iiisi'il : 

“ iiiiifinii t»f flit* finm imw r»»i' Him tiim* |»ii’ 

In H>»' Mulv HUMsUnii U|uiii \\\i\i*)\ lliM II nf Him riini 

lliiunri* liiul unv iiiiitriijil Hiiri*ivni-M of n|Hiiiiiri« lUiH Hml i'., wIimHimi* 

llii' iiniMM |irtiviH« il fnr in ImII • IiiHI \oi\a\ Ii'mli r in |.j\iiirnl 

nf jnililit' mill |iiivatM llii'i pMint ) will nniiiiu^iii m iIim iu^mi 

iMi'iil w liMiM Hii‘ Si'iuitur rimii MiiiiiM l«*fl ic, 

" In tliM lliJil |iiuMi\ I will M\**i v Ml Mail i»f liiiuniMiil iniiinnii if ilml i»i 
a rnri’iM‘1 i»v|iif“*Miiiii In lliin i*«iuiih \ ii>Mt*M?t Hnit Himim a imti ' * ii \ , in 

riiMM \s M aiil Imi i/M Hii‘ ir-'»aM of Hi’IimumI iii»fM^»- \ i*ii t'liiiiniMMi i^ wHh Him 

tiirv nf Him *rii‘ii^m‘Vi wlm Iuim ^fi\MU hijlij«*i'l Him ampli' vioi'^nlMta 

(inn. I Im cImmIiiims, Mill niilv ill lii*4 nllJiMal »‘«»iiiniiiiiiM:iriMii*' Ihmm, Iml in In*! 
jirivalt» iiilMrciiiii^^i'H wlHi Hn’ nf Him r«Miiiiiir(MM. Hmi Hir^ i Iiiim'm im 

iriiliapMiiHalil V In Hn' MMMirily miH nMi'’iiHiiliilii ^ i<f Hir'^i* HmhimimI 

miiImh. \Vi^ all liunw rnnn IiIm iuHmmmHmiH^, finjii Iiih pMi ulait nitiitiMiM'. Hml 
III' ^vnnlH |iVnUal»lv Him la*^l )nun unnnuT Him (Mathn>^ ^iMUtvrmir^ mu 
Mnillitrv In nImM (" Him MMMi"».ilv nf Hiilrtl ilnl in;‘ |i.4|'Mi niMiiM^ fi*i- i Miii. Ilr 
luiw MxainiiiMH lln^* i|Uiv4Hi»ii in all il*i tmijMli lUiH HiMaHHi. IIm i»i in a |m»«iIimii 
wIm'I'mIh' Ti'mIh Him V. Hm mi a N|iilr*'iiijui nf aHijiiHM*l iihility, iinH Him 

lln^iiiHliMil in fii'Hi Iim'mHoii. IIm inriMiiM' hm Hiu(, u iHimiiI Hum MliinMt<« In 
Ut(MUlp( In Mlivnluh* an timtii’V Him jivo^iMMiMl uiMiMUit i*f ilMtmiinl UmIm*. nf Him 
U nifi'H S(iHmm, will jniUM a fala) MV|aMiitn*iiU 

*' III inlililinll (n lii'i ii|MniMllt Um lia\M Him MniiMtil l in{.f tijiijilitjl nf Him 
( liiunl ii‘r nf ( 'niiiiiiMri’M nf Him Mif V* nf Nmw ^ niK, Wiili iHnii«''t iniiiiM nna 
nliaiiy (Iimv Inivii |tiisMMi| u ii**<Mliiiiiin mi Hm hiilijMi'(« afh*r full HrlmiM iinH 
(atii^alMriil inii, MMiat r**'^n|iiii«*n liii*i liiMui imhH Ii\ ^ »Mir hMMfnlarv . \ nil Imum 

alno (Itn n|iiniiih nf Him MniniinllMM t»r iiiililin ^JlfMrv nf Him nily nf Nmw 
i’niii|mHM(l nf Hint iit^*iiih|irii iL^MiiHMintni, iiMiir'Iy nil nf wlmiii him i^nunl llnaii 
MiMrw, W'hn fnll v in Him naniM M[iininin 1 iiiiiy i»ay tlin ►aiiiiM in rn^nihl 
In Him ( 'laiiilliMra of ( 'imniiMit f* nf Hm* rily nf l(n'*(nn» nf Hm* niu nf IIiiIimImI' 
jiliiii, and nf rHmi>hL mm’I v ri*Miii!iii/i*H i*r|,r<ni nf (jjianrial n{iiniiiii in Hii'i 
iaaiiitiv. 'PliMV liuVMMiiiil tn tr<, in Him iimni i»Mlriiiii fmin, Hml Hmi mimm'mum 
! niliH|iMhKHlily iiMMMHnary (n iiiainlaiii Hn* rrrHit nf Him / r.,\ ,.| iin,) 

\n lu'M}> Hm'hm MnlMH HIM vihMyM iM'ar |i»r. In ailHiiinii, w m hm m tin* Hi IiIm'i . iti* 

jud^nriMlit iumI vn(M Ilf Him ||mi>*M nf Ifi jii. nintixr *. Aflnr ii full l|••h.itt^ 

in ^vllirll Him MniiNlilutinimlit Vt MX|iMiii*Mn‘ v mnl m'l r- i{> nf (liis iin’a‘>in.' 
W'MfM diHMiiHMiali iiMvliiMh all Him nlijMt*li*iii‘i Hint limi* if. i n iiumIm Ijimi*, ainl 
MlUliy lUnTMi NViTM nrjtjMil, Him I {nu^ti nf f fMiliit i\ r**, lf\ Jt liii^»i* ^nlf. 
dnrliuvH chut li svua narMt^sury f" l-nitMil imlM *, and HimI ilim 
olaUHO wiia iiitliN|it*iiHidi|M to Hndr JiM^niiaiinn rind rn^flii, . . 

IiiU’d lit MHily Lilli i*riiniMn(. 1? IlKl.lHHl.lKHl ni*\v dm* 

llio Jinny, and S^!ril).ilHH.(KHI tiinm up (o July 11 , m l.iinK** nf .\,u> 

^ urlc» jlnainji tiiid Pliiliidnlpliiiti Iiii\m i*tlMinnlMil lliMir rajuijd*! in iindtiiij.^ 
loinaj iu Iho ^nvuriiuuniU TUny liuvo ulrowdy lunl up tlwnr vapUal in y^wr 
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bonds. Among othois, Mr. Vuil, tim caslnor of tho Iknk of Commoroo, tlio 
largest bank oorjjorution in llio United States^ and one that lias done much 
to sustain the governinont, appeared boforo tlio finance coimniltoo, and 
stated oxpliuitl)' tliat the Rank of Connnorco, jis well as otlier bunks of 
New York, could aid the govoi'iiinent no fnrtlior, unless your proi)osecl eur- 
rency was stamped by, and invested witli, llio attributes of lawful money, 
which tliey could pay to others as well as recoivo tljomselvos. 

“ Bonds cannot lie sold except at a grout sucrifioe, hocuuso tliore is no 
money to buy them. As soon as the banks suspended, g(dd and silver 
oeasLMl to circulate as money. You cannot sell your bonds for gold and 
silvcir, which is the .only money that can now be iveoived under the sub- 
treasury law. This currency made a legal tender was necessary to aid in 
making further loans. 1 insisted that the bill was consiitulional. The 
Senator from VcniionL has read extracts from the debates in the national 
convontioti, and from Story's “Commerilarios,*' lending losliow that Congress 
cannot uulliori'/o the issue oF bills (»f credit. But I submit to him tljat this 
(pH'stion Ims l^eon solilotl by the ]H’aclico of the govcrnnitmt. \Ve ussuc<l 
such bills during the War of 1812, during (ho war witli Mexico, and at the 
recent session of Congress. Wo receive thoju now for our services ; wo pay 
thorn to our soldiers and our creditors, 'rhesc notes aro jiayuble io iMMinn-j 
they ))ass from hand to hand as eurrojioy; (hoy boar no iiitorcst. If the argu- 
ment of that Sonator is true, then all those not(!S aro unauthorized. The 
Senator admits that when wo owe a debt and cannot pay it, wo can issue 
a note. But wOioro does ho find tlio power to issue a note in the constitution V 
Where dues ho find the power to prescribe tlio terms of the nolo, to make it 
tninsferuble, receivable for publio dues? He draws all these powers as in- 
oidenls to the power to borrow \nency. According to !\iH uvgmueut, when 
we ]my a sohlior a ten dollar demand bill, wo borrow len dollars from the 
soldier ; when I ap|)ly to the socn^tary of the Senate for a month s pay, 1 ham 
tlio United States 8250. This certainly is not the view we take of it wiicn wo 
recoivo the money. On the other hand, wc recognize the fact that tlie gt»v- 
ernment cannot pay us in gold. Wo recoivo notes as monoy, The govorn- 
mont ought to give, and has the power to give, to limt immoy, all the sanc- 
tion, authority, value, necessary and jiropor, to enable it to borrow money. 
The power to fix the standard of money, to rcguhito the inedinm of ex- 
changes, must necessarily go with, and bo incident to, tlio jjower to reg- 
ulate commerce, to borrow money, to coin money, to maintain urmios and 
navies. All those high jiowers aro expressly prohibited to tlio stales ami 
also the inoidontal power to omit bills of credit, and to ninko aiiytliing but 
gold and silver a legal tender, But Congress is expressly invested with 
all tlieso high powers, and, to remove all doubt, is expressly authorized to use 
all neoossnry and pro[)er means to carry those ] lowers into clTool. 

“If you strike out the legal lender clause you do so with a knowledge 
tliat those notes will fall dead upon tlie money inarkol of llie world. When 
you issue demand notes, and announce to the world your purpose not to pay 
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luiy nmn* uinl yjiii tlnMi h'lnlrr l«» Hmsi* win* Iijim* fiii 111 *^) 11 ^! \uu 

provisiiitis iiiicl ihls nii|n'r nimii'V. \N Inil mu lln'N mn 

lint |mv llit'lr iliOitu with it ; iImm Hiip|init Hnur faiiiilinH willi it, uilli 

nut II 'I’lm wlinli» flinn nn llin (irn|Mi-*n nf tlm 

iiiiuU In |mv at MtHiu* tiiiii* nnl flvnil tin tin* ii»»ti*. .Iitsiii’i* lo mir 

tliul it .‘^linuld lir a Inijul liMalnr; if \vill fla'ii niuMilatn all ♦uiu ilim 
(*niiulr^*i lual it will la* tlio lifiOilnml of tlin lniNijir'*'< (1it« munlrv, 

and it will nnuliln i*a|iilali^i|H tn l»uv \niir InaaN. *rin* n1iJrriiM!i (n tlm 

iniaisiin^ in tliaf tnn iiiim*)) luav la' i'•‘♦llnlL ||i* did iitil Indinw lln* i»f 

^1 r*tl,|)(l(l,(lt)tl WiUild tin any liarin. 1 1 ia ntily a iiinn* ImiipMiau n\|n*i|i 

I'tit. 

*' 1 liiivn lliUHi Mr. |»ri*HidnMli tuiilna\ nmt {i» !«* tlin I'niiHiifufitaud 

lU’^niiMi'hl nf till* Sriiatni- fmili \\TJll*tUt. ( )iir lUiMminnt * iiiira Im Miiluiiitfi-d 
IllialU’ In till* in l>il latinii nf ihn rniirta nf tin* I ■iiih*d SCaln**, \\ jitirt 1 fmd 
an hfmn^lv IIm' nia’r*^ai| y nf tliia linMianri\ I iiiii inii'.l 1 aim'd tn in'’iiiiin llin 
jinWiM*, i\ud rofiU' nnv autlvu'itY ii U\ {\\\* I »itnwsn, \\\ 

I’t'plv In tia* ar^niiiKUil t»f lla* Sniialni* fitaii Maiiu', tliat un jjiml nn |nii|.n<r 
lirMtluli* as In flin in’iS'SHily nf tliis iinanaiin. ‘I’liat dnr** 

lUitl imW |it't*s*^ns n|ini) iis. I irsL inN >iiln iijinti tin* |tr«i|it*'*iln>ii flint flii*^ 

a inas's^'Ui'v and |>i'ii|ini* riinasnit* tn riiMii*'li a l’lllt«ulr^ a Mindiinn nf 
r)iiU)|n* tn nnalili* till* /Lfnvi*i iiiiinnt fn linnnw jnnjn*\,tn inaifitaiii an ariiiv 
and sii|i|>nrt a iia\ \. Midii*\liin (Iuh, | {jnd anijdn aiHlmiiCy (n auttinri/n iii\ 
\tilts Wv liUM* lii'iui laii^»lit \t\ iri'iMil fiMlfnl i* \ lir I iiUii'n tliiit i|i*las and 

ilnul't in tliis tiiin* nf ii*Viilntinriiit N ai'li^iu am ^fai^nalinii and dnath t 
liavi* sutirn lti nusn and Mippnit yniir atttdns ; tn |iin\ id*' fnr and inanilain 
^lair navy ; tn linrmw nmimy ; In n|*litdtl \i»nr riiiinrtit ay'ainnl all nim 
iiui'Hj lit Imnii* niitl ainnad. d ital natli in witiimL Ah a Minnlii*t nf tim 
lindy» I ittii urinnti with lii|,r|i for a Indy |inr|*n*a*, and I ant antlinr 

i/tal nay* n'i|nih*il (n vnin fnr nil laws inss’^Hary ant) j«rn[a*r fm nyfi iit 

in^ llinitt' liit^lf Jaiwnis, and tn ai'rnnijdi»»li tliat j»nrjin'*i*, ’I'liia in nnt llin 

lima svlitui I wntdtl limit (ln<*in |inwnr«t. Hntln*r tlian iti rr\n|ti(innrtry 

ftinn, I wniilil nsi* n'Vtilntimiary llnrn it is mtl inns'^^^tn , fi»r llm 

franirra ttf tlmannHlifutinii tlid intl a-'^sninn («• ft*rnsn«t idl ilm nmiin** tlnit inijihl 
la* jiiss'SHary («• inaiiitain dm dtdi^'atrtl |Hiu«*ia nf tin* nafinmd tfn\mtnnrnt. 
Itu^anlin^ tliia mraMim uh a nrn'^-miy ami ]trn|*rr ton*, and \Mllnn **nr 

piiwnr (nniiart, I ht't* jdaili ladith* im* (In* piitli nf diitv, and mn* tliat i'> na**v 
tn tri'inl.” 

Tho motion to n(ril(«* onl. tho Ii*}'iil li'iitior rlaiixi' in llu' iiill 
wiiM (It'foalcd liy It. volo (if ycii.s 17, iniyrt ‘JiJ. M'ln* iinii'H<(iMi*iilN 
jiroposod liy Iho (inaiico (’oininil fiM* wt'ic In .-'iili'.lim- 

liiillyiiH ropoi’Icil hy llio conniiilti'O, 'I'lto liill limiliy 
hy a volo of yc'an HO, tiayH 7. Tlio I loiwi aj^n'i'il hi tlm iiiiii<iiil' 
inoiit i»rovi(lin{.{ foi' tla< payinoiil. of Uu* itilcrcMl. on lioiuh imtl 
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notes ill coin, and disngroed to the remaining amcndmenls, and 
these were referred to a coniniittee of conference, composed of 
Messrs. Fessenden, Sherman and Carlisle, of West Virginia, of 
tlie Senate, and lilcssrs. Stevens, Horton, and Sedgwick, of the 
House. The conference met, and, after two or three days of 
full discussion, the material parts of the disagreements hotwcon 
the two Houses wore settled. Tlic provision that coin only ho 
received for duties on imports, and that it bo held as a fund to 
pay tho interest on the bonded debt, was retained. The report 
of the conference was agreed to by both Houses, and on tho 
same day the hill wa.s approved by tho rrosident. 'I'lms, the 
legal tender act, after a most able and detcrinincd opiiositioii, 
became a law on the ‘25th of Febrnary, 18(12. 

It would bo diliicult to measure the bcnolicial results that 
rapidly followed the pas.sagc of this bill. Tho public credit was 
greatly strengthened by the provision for tho pa.yinontof inter- 
est in coin furnished by duties on imported goods. The legal 
tender clause was acquiesced in by all classes, and we had, for 
the first time, in circulation national paiier money as the actual 
standard of value. It was silent as to time of its payment, 
but each note contained a promise of the United States to pay 
a speciHc sum, and tho implied obligation was to pay in coin as 
soon as practicable. 

On the 11th of July, 1802, a further issue of $150,000,000 
United States treasury notes (or “ grecnbu.cks,” as they were 
commonly called from their color) of tho same description was 
authorized, and subsequent issues increased tho toial amount 
to $450,000,000, the extreme limit, lly tho act of Marcdi Jl, 
1803, fractional currency was authorized to an amounl. not 
exceeding $50,000,000, to take tlio place of fractional silver 
coins, which had entirely disappeared from circulation, and this 
amount was issued. 

Tho passage of tho legal tender act was tlio turning jiniiit 
of our physical and financial history. Less than a year lioforo 
the government was bankrupt ; our hond.s hearing six per cent, 
interest wore sold at a discount; onr national expend ituvos 
exceeded our receipts; loans could only ho made upon tho basis 
of coin, and this coin was disappearing from circulation. Wo 
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had to appeal to the patriotisiti of hanltcw to accept t.lio de- 
mand notes of tho United States as money, with no prospect of 
l)cii)g able to pay them. Our regular army was practically dis- 
bamfcd by tlio disloyalty of many of its leading oflicors. Wash- 
ington was then practically in a slate of siege, forcing mo, in 
May, 18(>1, to go there at the heels of tho 7th rogimont of New 
York militia, avoiding the regular cliannels of travel. The 
city of Baltimore Avas decked under tho flag of rebellion. 
'I'lirough the Btato of iMaryland, loyal citi/ens ])as.scd in dis- 
guise, except l)y a .single route opened and defended by military 
power, 'i'he great State of Kentucky, important as \vcll from 
its central position as from the known prowess and courage of 
its people, hung suspended in doubt hetwocii loyalty and seces- 
sion. In the State of Mis.sonri, St. Louis was tho only place of 
unquestioned loyalty, and oven there we regarded it a fortu- 
nate prize that, wo were able to take the publi<', arms from a 
government ansenal. 'I'hc whole State of Virginia, wilh tho 
single exception of Fortress khniroo, was in tho possession of 
the revolutionary force. 

But from tho passage of the legal tender act, by which 
means were pi'ovidcd for utilizing thoAVcalth of the country in 
the supiwossion of the rehollion, the tide of war turned in our 
favor. Delaware, after a short hosilufion, complied wilh tho 
pi-oclamation of the Prosidont. Maryland had, by clear and 
reiieated votes and acts, arrayed !ier.soir on tho side of tho 
Union. Her rebellions sons who fought again.st tho old Hag 
could not tread in .safety on a single foot of the .soil of that 
state. Western Virginia, tho eastern peninsula, and many ports 
on the castorn coast, were securely reclaimed. The State of 
Kentucky had distinctlj', by tho vote of her people, and by the 
action of all her constituted authorities, proclaimed her loy- 
alty, and her sons Avorc fighting .side by side Avitli the soldiers 
of other states to oxpe.l traitor.s Avho, in hor days of doubt, 
had .seized upon a small portion of hor .soil, which they still 
occupied. Tn the State of Missouri the constituted authorities, 
organized by a convention of the people duly elected, wore sus- 
tained by physical poAA'cr in nearly all tho state, and the rebel- 
lion there was subsiding into bands of thieves, bridge burners, 
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illicl small parties of guernlhis, who couhl soon ho readily con- 
trolled by local militia. In nearly ovory ]-ebellious state, tlio 
goveriuueut bad secured a foothold, and an army of hall a 
million men, armed, organized and disciplined, impatiently 
awaited the word of command to advance the old banner of 
our country again.st every foe that stood in its Avay. Wluire 
dues the history of Jiation.s present an e.\anii)loof greater pliys- 
ic.al weuk\icss followed so soon by greater physical strength? 
When have results more wonderful been accomplished in eight 
luonths? 

At the beginning of the year 18(12 we were physically strong 
hut (inancially weak, 'riioreforc, T repeat, the problem of this 
contest was not ns to whether wo could muster me»n but 
wliotbor we could raise money. There was groat Avealth in 
the country hut how could it ho promptly utilized? 'I'o that 
({uostion the diligent attention of (Jongross Avas applied. Tho 
banks Avhich had aided us Avith money Avere crippled and had 
suspended coin payments. Tho Secretary of tho Treasury Avas 
begging at the doors of both Houses for moans to meet tho 
most pressing demands. On the 15th of January, 1862, the 
Ijondon “Post,” the organ of Lord Palmerston, said: 

“'I'lio iiionefftry iutolligonuc from Americn is of the mo.st ini|ioi'tiint kind. 
Natioiinl bniilirujitoy is not an agreeahlo ^irospeol, hot it is tho only ono pro- 
.simtod hy flio existing state of Aiiiorioaii (inaius!. What a .strange (ale dons 
not the history of tho United States for tlio past twelve motUlis vinfold? 
Wliat a striking moral does it not point? Never before was the world 
dazzled by a. earoer of more reckless (^xtravagum^o. Never before did a 
(kmriahing atxl [irosporous stale make sneh gigantic strides towards eftov.ling 
its own ruin.” 

The legal tender act, Avith its provision for coin receipts to 
jiiiy interest on bonds, whatever may bo said to tlio contrary 
by theorists, Avas the only measure that could have enabled tho 
government to carry on successfully the vast operatious of the 
war. Our annual exponditurcs at that time Avere four times 
the amount of ouv currency; Avore three times the aggregate 
coin of the country; were greater than any ever borne by any 
nation in ancient or in modern times. The highest expendi- 
ture of Great Britain during her Avar with Napoleon, at a time 
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when hcv currencj' was inflated, when she made tlio Bank of 
England notes a legal tender, was but. £100,000,000. 

Anticipating these enormous expenditures I introduced a 
hill which became a law on the 31st of July, 1861, which pro- 
vided for a commission to oxaminc and report as to the com- 
pensation of all ofliccs for the govornment, the commission to 
bo composed of two Membei’s of the Senate, three Members of 
the I fouso of Representatives, one officer of the navy, and one 
ollicor of the army, who weio directed to examine and report, 
as soon as praidicable, a fair and just compensation for each 
olficer of the government, and such regulations as would secure 
a more oconoinical collection of the revenue. When this bill 
was pending I slated ite purpose and my hope to accomplish a 
reduction of tlie exiicnditures of the government, or, at least, 
an ecpnilization of the salaries then paid to the difTcrent ofli- 
coi’S. Wo sought economy by the reduction of expenses. 1 
was chairman of this commi.ssion, and Senator Clark, of Xow 
1 lainpshiro, was iny a.s,socialo. The commission collected a 
mass of infonuation, and upon it based several hills intro- 
duced in the second session of the 37th Congress. Some of 
those wero made migatory by the rise of prices, measured in 
most cases by tho fall in tlm value of our currency, but many 
of their pj;ovisions wore ingrafted into other bills. Unit became 
laws. 

"I’lio organization of national hanks, authorized to issno cir- 
<’,uhiting notes, is so intimately connected with legal tender 
United fitafccs notes that [ think it proper to coiisidor tliom in 
connection, though tho banking law did not pass iniiil 1803. Tbo 
two forms of currency, one i.ssucd directly by the government 
as lawful money of tlio United States and a legal tender, and 
tho other issued by private corporation.s, but secured by bonds 
of the United States, constitute a system of national curroncy 
Avlricli, organized in tho midst of war, was an imjiortuiit aid to 
tho government in its great struggle, and when placed at par 
witli coin by tho resumption act has proven to be tho best 
paper money created by legislation in this or any other country. 

Tho i,s,suo of circulating notes by state hanky had been tho 
ITuitful cause of loss, contention and bankruptcy, not only of 
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tho banks issuing them, but of all business men depending upon 
them fov financial aid. Inflation and apparent prosperity wore 
often followed by the closing of one bank and distrust of all 
others. The notes of a broken bank were rarely paid, the as- 
sets of such bank being generally applied to tlio payment of 
other liabilities, leaving the loss to fall on tho Imlders of the 
notes, mostly innocent persons of limited means. This led to 
tho adoption in 1846 of tho sub-treasury .system, by which all 
paymciits to the tretusui’y were retiuired to be in coin, to be 
held until required lor di.sbursemenfs on government account. 
This protected the United State.s, but it did not save the people 
from I0S.S, as, from necessity, they wore c.ompelled to use bank 
bills authorized by tlie several states, vai-yiug in value and se- 
curity, and chiefly limited in circulation to the state in which 
issued. With a narrow view of tho powens of the national 
goveriiment, Congress had repeatedly refu.sed to authorize a 
national bank, a policy I heartily approve, not from a doubt of 
the power of Congress to grant such a charter, but from the 
danger of intrusting so vast a power in a single corpoi-atiou, 
with or without security. This objection did not lie against 
the organization of a system of national banks extending over 
the country, which required every dollar of notes issued to bo 
secured by a larger amount of ))onds of the United Stsites, to 
be deposited in the treasury of the United States, thus saviug 
the note holder from all possibility of loss. 

Secretary Cha.se, in his report of December 9, 1861, recom- 
mended that a tax be impo.scd upon notes issued by state banks 
and also that Congress should exercise its authority to estab- 
lish a system of national banks, with proper safeguards and 
limitations. A bill was introduced for the latter ])ur])ose in 
the House of Hopresentatives in 1861, but, owing to tbc ur- 
gency for legislation on war measures, it was nob acted upon. 
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Ahomwiiwknt Of TJiK 8 tatk Ranks). 

Mpasiirca Introduml to Tux 'I'liom out oi lOxiHli-uro— Ar^'niriujita Tlint liidijml 
roii^jct‘c.«3 to l)<'[tnvi’ 'riiotn of the Powor to lusim Tliuir Hills uh Moijoy— Hill 
to Proviilo a Nafiounl (’iirroticy “ Wliy (.'oiijiTOss Aiitlioriml im Ishiu' of 
of (vru’l**(I States .Vidi's— Issun of H-lfo niid lO-H) 

Hoiids to ilolfi to (‘airy on llio War— 'Mi^h Hates of Inier- 
esL INiitl—Sccrofnry ('li ape’s A I do MaTiaKonusit of Uio 
Pabliti Debt — Onr Tnlornn) Hovtsiuo Systoni 
(>eal of the liinomo Tax Law — My Viiava 
on tlio Taxability of liiconios. 

L ong boforo r hocauto )i Mombci- of Coiigres.s I had 
Ciiv&fully stndiod tho hanking laws of Lho sovecal 
states. Tho Htato of Ohio adopted, in 18‘1(), an im- 
proved system of l)aulnng. My study and experience 
as a lawyer in Oliio convinced mo that tho whole sy.steni of 
.stale bajiks, liowcver carefully guarded, wa,s IjfRh uiiconstilu- 
tioual and inexpedient and that it ought to be overthrown. 
When 1 entered Ceugross I was entirely prepiircd, not only to 
tax tho circulation of .state banks, but to tax such banks out of 
existence. But, while this feeling prevailed in tho west, tho 
oppo.sito feeling jn-evailod in tho New England and Middle 
States, whore their banking sy.stom had been so improved that 
bank failures were rare, and bank bills wore protected by mu- 
tual guarantio.s. 

The Secretary of the 'rrcasiiry had, in two annual messages, 
proposed a tax on the circulaiion of bank bill.s, Ifo believed 
that the existing bank circulation prevented or ombanus.sed the 
in-occss of funding, by which alone the iionds of the United 
States could be absorbed. TTe wa.s forbidden bj' la\v to receive 
bank bills in exchange for bonds or for any purpose, so that tho 
current money of the people was not available for tho pur- 
chase of bond.s. Thi.s wa.s an additional firgnmont for taxing 
the stale banks out of existonco. I introduced a measure for 
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this purpose as an ameiulment to the revenue bill, but it 
was ijostponcd to savo it from defeat. 

1 introduced a bill in January, 18(53, containing two sec- 
tions, the first to levy a tax of two per cent, per annum on 
the circulation of all bank bills, and the second to provide fora 
tax of ten per cent, on all fractional currency under one dollar 
i.ssned by corporations or individuals. Upon thi.s bill I made a 
cavcfully preiiavcd speech, not only defending the proiioscd tax, 
but declaring mj' pui'posc to urgo a gradual increase of the tax 
until all state bank bills wove excluded from circulation. As 
the reversal of thi.s policy is throateiied I feel justified in 
briefly restating i,bo argument that induced Congress to de- 
prive all state banks of the power to is.siio their bills us 
money. 

r drew tlie distinction between t.be ordinary powers of 
banking and the issue of bank bills. 1 said tliat tlio busino.ssof 
banking proper consisted in loaning money, discounting bill.s, 
facilitating exchanges of productions )»y the agency of com- 
mercial paper, and in receiving and disbursing tlic deposits of 
individuals. 'J'ho issue of liank bills was an exclusive privilege 
conferred only on a few cor|)orations. It was a pri\'ilc'gc that 
an individual could not enjoy. No person could issue bis hilts 
in the form of paper money wiMiout a corporate fraiichtso 
granted him and his associates, citlier by a general banking 
law, or by an act of incorporation. All the busino.^is of banking 
might bo oxerctsed by private individuals except this fraucliise. 
Tlievo was no reason wliy any one individual or a pavtnorsliip 
might not carry on all the business incident to banking except 
this one of tssuing bills to circulate as iiuinoy. 'I'he largest 
banking liou.scs in the world did not exercise the privilege of 
issuing bills. The strongest banks in tlic United Statc.s, such 
as the Bank of Commerce of New York, had but little or no 
civculatjou, while the \vcakcsL banks supported themselves and 
made profit by issping tho largest ejnantity of bills aiitliorizod. 
'I'bo law then existing taxed lieavily the business of banking 
proper. All commercial pajior— eliocks, draffs, orders, bills of 
exchange, protests, bonds— every instrument that was used in 
tho ordinary process of banking— wius heavily taxed, while hank 
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!)llls wove not taxed at all. A private baiikov doing business 
liad to pay a lieoiiso of SIOO, but a bank of circulation was ox- 
pvc.s.sly exempted from the necessity of procruring a license. 
The tax Jaw, as it stood, had this significant ])rovision : “lint 
not to include incorporated banks legally authorized to issue 
notes as circulation.” J'lvery coinniorcial ilistniinent was 
recpiired to pay a stamp tax, but this did not attach to 
a bank bill. Hank notes i.ssued for circulation were o.xpro.ssJy 
excepted. Tlie only tax lovied upon bunks of circulation 
was a tax of three ])er cent, on iho net incoino. This tax 
could be deducted fioni the dividend of the stockholders. This 
discrimination in favor of the banks of circulat ion ran through 
all the tax laws, Avhilc other corporations, such as railroad 
companio.s, insurance companies and the like, were subject to 
heavy taxes. 

'I’lio prolits of hanking wore, then very great. The aver- 
age profits of the banks of New York were twelve and one- 
half per cent, per annum. 'I'ho burdon.s imposed upon the 
banks )>y their cJnirtei’s wore lessened by the sn.sjK'n.sion of .spe- 
cie payments. When the banks had to keep in tlioi]’ vaults 
coin to the amount of one-third of their circulation, and wore 
liable to ho called upon any day for tho redempi.ion of their 
notes in gold and silver, tlu'y miglit claim exemption from 
taxes on tlieir circulating notes. But during the suspension of 
coin payment thero Avius no such liability. Whether right or 
wrong the banks suspended specie payments, and increased 
their currency without paying cithor principal of it or interest, 
or tax on it, though in direct violation of law in some states, 

I referred in my speech to an interview which was .sought 
by tbo bankei’s of our chief cojumercial citie.s witli tbo Seci’o- 
tary of the Treasury, to which they invited the financial commit- 
tees of the two Houses to hear tlioir propositions for carrying 
on the financial opomtions of tho government. Wo all wont 
to the ofTicc of the Secretary of tho Treasury, and the proposi- 
tion was there made that tho United State.s should issue no 
paper money whatever, that tho specie clause, as it is called, of 
the sub-treasury act sliould bo repealed, and that wo should 
carry on the war upon tho basis of the papor money of tho 





bjvnks, logaliziug Uie suspension of specie payments, and that 
the govornmeut should issue no paper except ui)on an interest 
of six per cent., or higher if l.he money markets of the world 
demanded more. 'I'hat was their plan of finance, tlie plan sub- 
stantially adopted in the War of 1812, and which had been con- 
demned by every statesman since that time, a plan of carry- 
ing on the operations of our government by an association of 
banks over which Congress had no control, and which could 
issue money without limit so far as national laws affected it. 
That was the sebemo presented to us by very intelligent 
gontlemcu engaged in tlie banking business. 'I'liey wore 
honest and in earnest, but it appeared to mo as protontions 
and oven Indicrou.s. 

It was claimed llni.t a ta.\ on banks inlerforcd wil.li vo.stod 
rights. T said that all taxes that were levied by the govern- 
ment wero to maintain vested rights, liberty and life. All these 
corporate franchises were held subject to tho power of taxation 
in Congress, which was soinotimcs noces.sary to bo exorcised in 
tho most potent manner in order to maintain tho govornmeut. 
'I’ho state.s could not, by an act of incorporation, place their 
property beyond l.ho power of Congress. Tho only ipiestion was 
what rate of taxation ought to bo adopted. The rate proposed — 
two iJGV cent. —1 insisted was not too higii, becau.so it was 
only one-third of l.he ])rofit derived from tho issue of paper 
monoy without interest, the principal of which wjus not paid 
in coin. 1 stated distinctly that tho purpose of the bill was 
not merely to levy a rensonablo tax on banks, but also to in- 
duce thorn to withdraw their paper, in order to substitute for 
it a national currency. T then reviewed in con.sidcrahlo detail 
the history of our currency legislation, from tho act chavloving 
the first ba.nk of the United States to tho beginning of our 
Civil Wai-, showing the view taken by the mo.st omiTienl 
statesmen of oni' country in favor of tho establishment of uni- 
form national currency as tho Iiighost object of legislation. 
Mr. Madison .said in his me.ssage : 

“It ip, liowovor, ossoiitiiil to ovi'i-y iiuxlbiculion <if lh«( limuici'H limt llio 
Ixinedts of a miifovirt national cuvvoiioy alunvUl bo voplorotl to the eomiiuitiity. 
The absence of tlie preoiutis iiiotals will, it i.s believed, be a tenijioraiy evil ; 
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but, until tlioj ctin again bo roiulorod tlie general inoclium of exchange, it 
clovolvos on tlio wisdom of Congress to provide a substitute which shall 
e([ually engage the confidence and iiocominoduto the wants of the citizens 
tiiroughout the Union.” 

I said that when coin, the best of cun’ency, was driven out 
of circulation, by the existence of war or extraneous circum- 
stances, it was the duty of Congress to provide a substitute. In 
181G Congress did tliis by establishing the Bank of the United 
States. Most of the state banks shortly afterward exploded, 
and almost their entire issue outstanding at the time fell as a 
loss to the people of the United States. The Bank of the 
United States did furnish for a while a stable currency. After 
its chaiier expired in 1830, the controversy was between gold 
and silver, and paper money as a currency. Nearly all tbe 
statesmen of that time believed it was necessary to have a na- 
tional currency in some form, but there was a jjarty in tlio 
country that believed tbe only true national ciirreticy was gold 
and silver coin. After a controversy that I would not review, 
the siib-treasnry system was linally adopted. The government 
had then no occasion to borrow money. Its debt was paid off 
and there was a large surj)lus in the treasury, which was dis- 
tributed among the states. The agency of a United States 
bank was no longer necessary to sustain the public credit. The 
object then was to secure a safe deposit and custody of the 
public revenuc.s. The state banks failed to furnish a safo re- 
deeuiahlo ciirroncy. In 1837 their notes were in the hands of 
the people, depreciated and disltonored, if not entirely worth- 
less. Therefore, I thought wisely, the sub-treasury system was 
adopted, by which gold and silver’ coin was the only money 
received or paid out by tbe government. 1 believed that such 
was a true policy in the absence of national banks. 1 also 
stated that if peace were restored to our country, we ought, 
as soon as possilrle, to go back to tbe basis of gold and silver 
coin, but, in tbe meantime, wo must meet the exigencies of 
the hour. Paper money was then a necessity. Gold and 
silver were hoarded. War always had led, and always would 
lead, to the hoarding of the precious metals. Gold and sil- 
ver llee from a state of war. All nations in tho midst of 



great wars liave been compelled to resort to paper money. 
It was resorted to by our fatbei'S during tho llevolutiou. It 
was only by the use of paper money that England main- 
tained her wans with Napoleon. At several periods during 
these wars gold and silver were at a greater premium in 
England than they were in this country. 

I then proceeded to discu.ss the power of Congress to i.ssne 
paper money. T quoted an extract from the report of Mr. 
Dallas, in Decomhor, 1815, in which lie said : 

“I3y the constitution of the United Stales^ Cun^rt'sa is expressly vested 
with tho pfiwer to coin nioneVi U> re^idato llio value of doinestie and fond^n 
uoin in ciroulation^ and (as a necessary implication frtnn positive [irovisluns) 
to emit bills of credit; while it is declared by the same instrunnnit that < no 
state shall coin money, or omit bills of credit.’ The constitutional authority 
to emit bills of credit has also been nxercised in a ipialiiled and limited 
manner. 

“ 'Pho constitutional and h^oal foundation of tlie nionofary system of the 
United States is thus distu^ctly soon; um\ the power of tliC federal gov- 
ernment to institute and regulate it, whether iho circidating mediimi con- 
sist of coin or of bills of credit, must, in its general policy, as well us in tho 
terms of its invostinonl, be doomed an exclusive power.” 

These extracts from a document of groat ability, state the 
whole ((iiestion in a few words. Congress has tho power to 
regulate commerce ; Congreas has tlie power to liorrow money, 
which involves the power to emit liills of credit ; Congress has 
the power to vognlato the value of coin. 'I’licso povvoi« are 
exclusive. When, by the force of circumstances beyond our 
control, the national coin disappears, either hocauso of war 
or of other circumstances, Congress alone must furnisli the 
snbstitnto. No state has the power to interfere with thus ex- 
clusive authority in Congress to regulate tho national curroncy, 
or, in other words, to provide a sulustituto for tho national 
coin. 

I next stated the objections to local hanks. The (lust was 
tho groat number and diversity of bank charters. 'J’horo wore 
1,642 banks in the United States, c.stahlislicd by tho laws of 
twenty-eight different slates, and these laws were as diveiso, 1 
might .say, as tho human conntoiuiuco. We had tho state bank 
system with its branches. We hud tho iudepoudent system, 
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sometimes secured by local bonds, sometimes by state bonds, 
sonieti?nes by real estate, sometimes by a mixture of these. We 
had every diversity of the bank system in this country that has 
been devised by the wit of man, and all those banks had the 
power to issue paper money. Witlj this multiplicity of banks, 
depending upon different organizations, it was impossible to 
have a uniform national currency, for its value w'as constantly 
affected by their issues. There was no common regulator ; 
thoy were dependent on different systems. I'he clearing house 
system adopted in the city of New York applied only to that 
city. There was no check or control over these banks. There 
was a want of harmony and concert among them. Whenever 
a failure occiuu’od, such as tliat of the Ohio Life Insurance and 
Trust Company, it operated like a panic in a disorganized army ; 
all of the banks closed their doors at once and suspended specie 
paymouhs. 

Another objection to these local hanks was that of their 
uiiecpial di.stribntion among the states. Jit New England the 
c.iicnlation of the hanks was about $50,000,000, while in Ohio, a 
state witli three-fourths of the population of all Now England, 
it was hut S9, 000, 000. The contrast, if made with other states, 
was still move marked. J called attention to the fact that the 
circulation of banks in the eastern states liad then reached 
about $180,000,000, and of that amount, $40,000,000 was circu- 
lating in the west. If these notes were driven out of circula- 
tion and the United States notes substituted, a contribution 
would be inado to. tlie treasury of the United Stales of $2,400,- 
000 a year, for the mere interest of a currency wbicli the west 
did not prefer, but was compelled to use. 

1 called attention to the lo.s.s to tlie people by rouniorfeiling, 
winch could not be avoided when we had such a multitude of 
banks, ft then required exports to detect counterfeits. It 
wa.s iinpos.sible to prevent counterfeiting. An expert could 
save the hanks, but the loss fell upon the people. I3y the .snli- 
stitution of national currency we substantially could lose notli- 
ing by counterfeiting. The notes would be few in kind, only 
three or four of them, all issued by the United States, all of a 
uniform character, that could not be counterfeited. 1 described, 
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wit.h some detail, the loss to the people of the United States by 
bills of brolceii banks, computed then to be e<|nivalcnt to five 
per cent, iter an luiin of all the bills issued. On an average, every 
twenty years the entire bank circulation cetised to e.vist or 
deteriorated. 

The loss of exchange from the west to t he cast on local cur- 
rency was one per cent. 'I'his loss was usually made again to 
themselves Ity the bankers and “shavers,” Under the most 
favorable state of trade between the cast and west an ex- 
change of one i)cr cent, was demanded for drafts and hills of 
oxchango. With a national currency, uniform and equal 
throughout the country, this cost for oxchango would not exist 
or would be greatly reduced. 1 called altention to the then 
increasing volume of local currency in the United Slates. 
When the United Statcis had Issued $250, ( 100 , 0(10 of notes, the 
hanks had largely increased their <*irculntiou. This tcTulod to 
depreciate both United States and bank notes. 

I discussed at similar length the proi»osiliou Mnat, as the 
states were forbidden by the constitution to aiitliorize the is.suo 
of bills of credit, they were equally forbidden l.o a.nl.hori'/,o cor- 
porations to issue circnlating notes, which wore hills of ci'cdil. 
Upon tins point it seemed to me that tlm authorities wore abso- 
lutely conclusive. 'I’hat position was taken by the most emi- 
nont menihei’S of the constitutional convention, by .losopli 
Story in Ins “Commentaries,” by Daniel Webster, and oilier 
groat leaders of both parties .since that time. It was in rofor- 
oiice te lhe.se hills that Mr. Welistcr used the language ofton 
quoted: 

“ A clisnrclerod cuiToncy oiio of llio ^roalosl dF political ovils, ) t undor- 
minos tlio virtues iioccssarv for tliti support of tlio sociiil sysloni, aod 
oiicouragos jJi'oponsitios (lislrncdvo of its Imppiiu'ss, It wars aoninst iiulus- 
try, frugality, and tu*onojiiy ; and it fosters tlio ovil 8piri(s of exlnivaganun 
and speoulation. Of all iho oonlrivances for uluiating lliu hila)ring classes of 
mankind, nono lias hocn itU)ro oITtudual (lian tliut wliicli deludos fhoni witli 
pap(*r money. This is tiio most eflectnal of invtudions !o f(n*tili'/n Iho rich 
niairs field by tlio sweat of the poor man's brow. Ordinary tyranny, oppres- 
sion, (ixcossivo taxalioin these bear lightly on the liujjplncss of tlie mass of 
the oomiTiunity, compared with a fraudulent currency, and the robberies com- 
mitted by cloprouiatcd paper.” 
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Tn speaking of the bank circnlatioii then afloat in the 
count.i’y, ho furtlier said: 

“ H is fui tlun* to l)t> obsorvt'cl tliat llio stalw ciiiinot iasue bills of i vi'dit ; 
licit tlmt tboy wiiinot inako tlu'in ii Ico^il teiidur, but tlinl- llioy ernimot issue 
ihoin al; all. ]s not this ii cloar iii<!i<'iitioii of tlio iiiU'iit of (lie coiistitulioii to 
i<*sfr(tiii fJiQ status, as well from usfiiblisliiiio' a pnjiL'ruircuInlioii as from iuter- 
furiiig with tlio tiiotiilliu oiruiilalioti V Bunks liavu bouti orealod by status 
with no (.Mipiltil wliatevur, ttioir iiot<-s buiiijc put into eiruiilation simply on lliu 
f.nalit of tlie state or tlio statu law. Wliat aru tliu issiius of such banks lint 
bills of oj-eclit issued by thoalalu? I uoiifuss, Mr. |irusidunl, lliat tlio iiioru 1 
rulU’ol on this subject, tbo mon; uluarly dous my mind a|ipi'oa('li tlio uoiiclnsinn 
thiit iho tii’oation of statu banks, for lliu |n)rpo.se anti witli llio power of oiroii- 
liitintr paper, is not consiste.iit with the fcninis and prohibitions of tliu 
ctinstitiition.” 

T insisted that if there was no money in thi.s coimlfy hut 
United Httites notes, the process of fnntling would ho going on 
day hy’ day. Whenever there was too groiit an accumulation 
of I heso notes they would ho converted intt) bonds; Iheopeni- 
I ion would go on quietly and silently. 1 quoted the authority 
of Socrotary Chase that it was his delihortite judgment, aflor 
watching thi.s process with all his conceded ahilil.y, that hut for 
the inlluence of this local hank papei’ he would ho able to carry 
<»n the war witlmut the is.suo of more paper 1001103 ', f^’at the 
ciirromjy then outstauding and that which by law ho was au- 
ihoriised to issue would he sulliciciit to carry it ou. Such aciir- 
ronc.y would lead to the conver-siou of the notes into bonds, and 
hy this process the people would alisorh the national loan and 
enable him to carry on the government without any .sacrilico 
to lihoin. 

It WHS not strange that Mr. JclTorson, near the close of the 
War of 1.812, stated more clearly than I could do the conflict 
hetwoen local hank paper and United States notes. Ho, who 
during liis whole life was so mindful of the rights of the states, 
a-iid .so jealous of paper money, in brief and terse language des- 
ignated the only way in which our country could carry on war. 
Ill his letter to Mr. Cooper, dated Scpiemher 10, 1814, just at 
the close of the war, ho said; 

‘‘ 't'ho banks Imvo discontinued lliuiiisclvcs. Wo arc now without any 
niodium, anrl noucssity, as well as pati-iotisin and noDfklonco, will make us all 
oagor to rocoivo treasury nolos, if founded on spccilio tii,xos. 
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“ Congress may now borrow of tlio publio, and witliout interest^ all tlio 
money they may want, to tbo uinouiii of a competent circulation, by luovely 
issuing their own promissory notes of proper denominations for tlio larger 
purposes of circulation, but not for the snialh Leave that door Oj)en for tho 
ontraiiee of inetallie money. . . , Piovideneo seems, indeed, by a 

special dispensation, to liuve ]nit down for us, without a struggle, that vorv 
paper onerny whieli tlie interest of onr citizens long since required oursolves 
to ])Ut down, at whatever risk. 

“ The work is done. The moment is pregnant with futurity, aiul if not 
seized at once by Congross, 1 know not on what shoal our bark is next to bo 
stranded. Tho state legislatures should be immediately urged to relinquisli 
tho riglit of ostablisliing banks of discount. Most of ihein will cannply, on 
j}atriotie principles, under (he convictions of tlic moment, and llio non-com- 
ply Ing may be crowded into conournuici' by legitimate devices/’ 

I also (luoted another oxtrac.t to show that this matter 
lillod the mind of Mr. Jcffor.son. lie said: 

“Put down tho banks, and if this country could not be oniTiud tbiougJi 
the longest war, against her must powerful onoiny, without ever knowing tho 
want of a dollar, without dojiendonce on (ho traitorous classes of her oili'/ons, 
without bearing hard on the resources of tho pco|)le, or loading the publio 
with an indofinito burthon of debt, 1 know nothing of my eounlrymen. Not 
by any novo) project, not by any charlalaiiry, but by ordinary and woll-ox- 
porionced means \ by the total prohibition of all ]>apor at all times, by reason- 
able taxes in war, aided by tho iiooossary emissions of public ]>aper of circu- 
lating size, this bottomed on special taxes, redeemable annually aa tins 
s|)Ocial tax comes in, and (inally within a inodmalo period- even witb tho 
flood of ])rivate paper by wlncli wo were deluged — would (he tnMisurv have 
ventured its credit in l)ills of circulating size, as of five or ten dollars, etc., 
they would liavo been greedily received by the people in jiroForonou to 
hank paper.” 

0i\ tho 26th of January, 1S63, 1 introducefl in tho Senate a 
bill to “provide a national curronc}', secured by a ])leclge of 
United States stocks, and for tho circulation and rodcniptioii 
thereof.” This bill took the usual course, was roforred to tho 
committee on finance, W'as reported favorably with a number 
of amondments, and was fully dehiitod in Iho Senate. On tho 
Dth of February, 1863, a cursory debate occiu’ved between Mr. 
Collauier, of Vermont, and myself, which indicated a very 
.strong opposition to the passage of tho banking bill. Various 
amendments were proposed and some adojited. 1 became sat- 
isfied that if a strong effort was not made the bill would eitlior 
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he defeated or postponed. T, tlien, without preparation, made 
a Jong, and, as 1 think, a conipreliensive, speech covering the 
general subject and its principal details. It was the only speech 
of considerable length that was made in favor of the bill in l,ho 
Senate, There seemed to be a hesitancy in passing a moasurc 
so radical in its chuiacter and so destructive to tlio e.xisting 
system of state banks. 

I said the importance of the subject under consideration 
demanded a fuller statement than had as yet Ijcou made of 
the principle and object of tho bill. It was the misfortniio of 


Avar that we wore compelled to act upon matters of griivo 
importance without that mature deliboration tlnit would lie 
secured in peaceful times. The moasuro alTcctcd tho property 
of every citizen of the United States, and yet our action for 
good or evil nuist be concluded within a few days or woolfs of 
that session. We were to choose between a permanent syslom 
designed to establish a uniform national cni rency based u]ion 
the public credit, limited in amount, and guarded by all tlio 
restraints which the experience of mou had ])rovod ncoossiii’v, 
and a system of paper money without limit as to amonnl, 
except for the growing necessities of xvar. 

I narrated tlie history of tho hill, of its introduction in De- 
cember, 18G1, its urgent recommendation l»y tlio Secretary of 
the Treasury in two annual reports, aud tho conditions that 
then demanded immediate action upon it. I stated tho then 
financial condition of the country, ({old was at a premium of 
between fifty and sixty per cent, and wa.s substantially banished 
from circulation. We were in the midst of war, when tlio ne- 
cessities of the government required us to have largo sums of 
money. We could not choose as to tlio mode in which avo should 
get that money. If we pin-.sued tho ordinary coui-so, tho course 
that had been sufficient in times of peace to raise money of 
putting our bonds into the market and soiling thorn forA\'iuit 
they Avould bring, it Avould be at a great sacvilico. Wo knoAV 
this from the history of other nations and from our own expe- 

ihTtr n ^ look for some system of fimmeo 

that A\ould give us all tho aid po.ssiblo, either in the form of 

paper mouey or by the agencies of associated banks. We knoAv 
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Another objection was that they were made the /)<asj,s of 
state bank issues. ‘Uiider the operation of the act declaring 
United States note.s to be a legal ioidor, the state bnnk circula- 
tion had increased from $ ! 20,000,000 to 8107,000,000. 'I'lio bank.s 
sold their gold at a large preiniuni, and jilaced in their vaults 
United States notes with which to redocni their own notes. 
While the goyernnient had been issuing its ])apor money some 
of the hanks were inflating the currency, by issuing paper 
money on the basis of United States money, llln.strutious of 
this inflation were given of existing banks, showing eitormons 
issues based upon a comparatively small amount of legal teiulor 
notes. Tiie issue of United States notes by the government, 
and the making them a legal tender, was made tlio basis of aii 
itifiatod hank circulation in tho countiy, and tlioro was no 
way to check this except by uniting the inU>rc.st of tho govern- 
ment, tho banks, and the people, togetbei’, by ojio iiniforju cojn- 
mon syston. 

I said that during war local hanks were tho natural enemies 
of a national currency. They were in tho War of IH 12, Whon- 
over specie payment wtus suspended, tho power to issue a hank 
note was the .same as the power to coin money. 'rh (5 penvor 
granted to the Hank of France and tho Hank of JOngland to 
issue circulating notes was greatly abused during l.ho ])oriod of 
war. It was a power that ought jicvor to bo oxcre.i.sod except by 
the government, and only when tho state was in danger. It was 
the power to coin money, because when a baidf issued it,s hill 
without tlie restraint of .specie payments, it .snhslantially 
coined money and false motmy. This was a privilege that no 
nation could safely smTonder to individiial.s or hanks. U])o}i 
this point I cited a number of authorities, not only in our own 
country, but in liiurope. Whilo 1 believed that no system of 
paper money should depend upon bank.s, T was far from object- 
ing to their Jigency. 'I'hey were u.seful and ncce.ssitry mediums 
of exchange, indispensable in all commercial couiitrios. Tho 
only power tliey dej-ived from corporation not granted to all 
citizens was to issue notes as money, and this power was not 
necessary to their business or ossontial to their prolit. 'I'hoir 
business connected them witli tlie currency, and whoi.lior it 
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should be gold or pai)cr they were deeply interested in its credit, 
and value. Was it not then possible to preserve to the govern- 
ment the exclusive right to issue paper money, and yet not 
injuriously affect the local banks? This was the object of 
that lull. 

But, it was asked, why look at all to the interest of the 
banks, why not directly issue the notes of the government, 
and tlius save to the people the interest on the debt repro- 
soiited by the notes in circulation? 'I'he only answer to 
this was that hi.story taught ns that the public faith of a 
nation alone is not sullicient to maintain a paper currency. 
There must bo a combination between the interests of private 
individuals and the governnient. Our rovolntionary currency, 
continental money, depreciated until it became wortliless. 
The assignats of France, issued during her revolutionary period, 
shared the same fate. Other klnropoan countries which relied 
upon government monoy alone had a similar o.xpci'icnce. An 
excessive issue of paper money by the government would pro- 
duce bankruptcy and repudiation, not only of the notes issued, 
hut of bonds also. The government of the United States had 
in circulation iiearly S4()0,(KM>,0(K) United States notes. Wo 
had a bank circulation of S160,000,(M)(), If we increased our 
circulation, as was then proposed, it would create an inflation 
tiiat would evidently load to the derangement of all business 
affairs in the country. Whatever might ho t.lio hazards, wo 
had to check this over expansio\» and over is.suc. If a further 
issue of United States notes wei'O authorized, it would ho at 
f)nce followed by the issue of more bank paper, and then we 
would liave the wildest .speculation. Hitherto the inllalioii 
had not extended to many articles. Beal estate had not been 
much affected by it. 

The qne.stion tlien occurred whctlicr the bank hill propo.sod 
l)y the Secretary of the 'I’roasury, and introduced l)y me inlo 
the .Senate, would teinl to .secure a national curronc.y beyond 
the danger of inflation. 'J’his, the pnnci])al question involved, 
was discussed at length. T contended that the notes issued 
would be convertible into United Stiates notes while the war 
lasted, and aftcrwnrds into coin; that the currency would bo 
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u?iiforni, ol iniivcnsiil credit, in every [wn t of the I 'nitcd States, 
wdiilo tlie I)ank bills, which it would .snpers(;de, were cun-ont 
only in the states in which they were issued. It would furnish 
a market for our bonds by requiring them to Ijo hold as the se- 
curity for ])ank notes, and tluus advance the value of the bonds. 
The state bank bills would be withdrawn, and the stale banks 
would be converted into national banks with severe restrictions 
as to the amount of notes issued, and these only issued to them 
by the general government upon ampio securitj'. 'Tlie similar- 
ity of notes all over the United States would give tlumi awid(>r 
circulation. 1 insisted that the passage of the bill would pro- 
mote a sentiment of nationality. 

The policy of this country ought to be lo make everything 
national as far as possible. If wo were depondonl on Iho United 
States for a currency and a medium of exchange, wo would have 
a broader and more prosperous nationality. 'I'lio want of snob 
nationality, T then declared, was one of Iho great, evils of the 
times; and it was that principle of state rights, that bad sonti- 
nicnt that liad elevated state authorit.y above the great na- 
tional authority, that had been the main instrument by which 
our government was sought to bo overthrown. A not, her iin- 
])ortant advantage the banks would derive from this system, I 
urged, would bo that their notes vvonhl bo guarded against all 
frauds and all alterations. 'I'hcrc would bo but live or six 
kinds of notes in the United States, instead of tlie great diver- 
sity there was then. In 18(52 the nuinhov of banks existing 
was 1,500, and the number whoso noics were not couiitorfcile<l 
was 253. The number of kinds of “imitations” was 1,8(51. 
The number of kinds of “alterations” wius 8,035). The number 
of kinds of “spurious” was 1,(585. This was the kind of cur- 
rency that was proposed to bo superseded. Under the new 
system, the banks would be relieved fvoitj all this dillicnlty. 

Other iidvantages to the l)anks would be tha.t they might 1 ) 0 - 
come depo.sitories of the public money, that their notes, being 
amply secured, would bo received in all payments due to or 
from the United States, while the notes of the sbiio banks could 
not bo so received, as they wore dishonored and disgraced from 
the beginning, being refused by the national government. 
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This is an imperfect view of tlie question as it was then 
presented to my mind. I knew the vote upon the passage of 
the bill would be doubtful. The New England Senators, as a 
rule, voted for the bill, but Seuatons Oollamer and Foote had 
taken decided grouiuls against it, and it was believed that Mr. 
Anthony and his colleague would do likewise. 1 inlorined 
Secretary Chase of my doubt as to the passage of the bill, and 
especially whether Mr. Anthony would vote for it; without his 
vote T did not think it would pass. Mr. Chase called at the 
Senate and had an interview with Mr. Anthoiiy, in my prc.sonce, 
in whic.h he urged him strongly, on national gi-onnds, to vote 
for the bill, without regard to local interest-s in his own state, 
ffis remarks made an impression upon Mr. Anthony who 
(imilly exclaimed that he believed it to bo his duty to vote for 
tlie bill, although it would be the end of his political career. 
When the vote was taken his name wiis the first recorded in 
favor of the bill. It pa.ssed by a vote of 23 yeas and 21 nays, so 
that I was entirely correct that if ho had voted against the bill 
it would have been defeated by a tic vote. 

These two meiusnres, the absorption of the state banks, and 
the establishment of the system of national hanks, taken in 
connection witli the legal tender act, were the most important 
financial measnves of the war, and, tested by time, have fully 
realized the anticipations and confident assurance of their 
autliors. 

This system of national banks has furnished to the )jeople 
of the United States a currency combining the national I'aitli 
with the private stock and private credit of individuals. They 
have a currenc.y that is safe, uniform, and convertible. Not 
one doliar of the notes issued ))y national lianks has hocn lost 
by any poi'son through the failure of a hank. W(> have a 
currency limited in amount, restrained and governed by law, 
checked by the power of visitation and by the limitation of 
liabilities, safe, uniform, and cmiverl.ible in every part of tho 
country. Every one of the.se conditions prophesied by mo has 
been literally realized. 

Next in importance to a national currency was the problem 
of the public debt. The issue of §50,000,000, demand notes, 
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antliorized in 18Gl,\vas a forced expedient to meet immediate 
demands. A prudent man, engaged in business, would not bor- 
row money payable on call unles.s he had securities wliicdi he 
could iimnedialely ctmvert into money. Such lial)ilities are 
proper in a stock excliango or in a gambling operation, to bo 
settled by the receipt or payment of balances on the rise or 
fall ill the market of stocks or iiroduco. 'I'liese demand notes 
gave Secretary Chase more trouble than any other security, 
and they were linally alisorhed in the payment of customs 
duties. 

On the 17th of July, bStil, tiongress authorized the Secre- 
tary of the 'I'lCiusury to liorrow, on the credit of the United 
States, within twelve month.s, $‘J50,(KJO,{)00, ibi' wliicli lie was 
authorized to issue bonds, coupon or registered, oi‘ treasury 
notos, t he bonds to boar interest not exceeding seven per cent., 
payable soini-aninially, ir rod etmi able for twenty years. 'I’be 
treasury notes were to be of any denominations li.ved by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, mit less than lifty dollars, and to bo 
payable Ihreo yi'ars after date, with Interest at the rate of 
seven and three-tenths per eonl. perannnni, pa.vablo. semi -annu- 
ally. lie was also authorized lo issue, in exchange for coin, 
as a part of the loan of S'Joh.OOfhOOO, treasury notes payable 
on domaud, already referred to, or treasury notos hearing 
interest at the rale of iliroo anil sixty-live hundredths per 
cent, per annum, and payable in one year from date and ex- 
changeable at any time for treasury notes of (ifty dollars and 
upwards. 'rhe.so forms of soenrity wore the most Imrdonsomo 
that were issued by the government during the war, 'I’lie 
torms of those .securities wore somowlnit altered by tin; act 
approved August 5, IHfil. 

'J'hcsc laws wore siiponsodod by I be act of Kobruary 28, 1H()2, 
which may bo regarded as the most important loan law passed 
during the war. It authorized the Secretary of the 'J'reasury to 
isano, on the credit of the United St.ate.s, §I5(),0(K),()(K) of United 
States notes, commonly called greonback.s, already described. 
Of these, $50, ()()(), OflO wore to he in lien of the domaud treasury 
notes authorized to ho issued hy the act of July, IMGl, ahovo re- 
ferred to. It also authorized tho Secretary of tho Treasury lo 



issue $500,000,000 of coupon, or registered, bonds, redeemable at 
the pleasure of the United States alter five years, and payable 
twenty years from date, bearing interest at the rate of six per 
cent, per annum, jmyable .semi-annually. 'I'hese are what were 
known as the 5-20 bond.s. In reference to these securities. Sec- 
retary Chase, in his report of December 4, J8G2, said: 

“Tlioaf nieaauros have worked well. Their results more (.haii riilUllud 
tlie anticipations of the secrutary. The rapid saiu of tlie bonds, aided by 
the issue? of Uiiitod States notes, furnished the means necessary lor the con- 
duct of the war during that year/’ 

On the 3rd of Mai’ch, 1863, the Secretary of tho Treasury was 
authorized to boriow, frou) time to time, on the credit of tlio 
United States, a sum not exceeding S300,0(M), 000 for tlie ciUTent 
fiscal year, and $600,000,000 for tho next fiscal year, payable in 
coin, at the pleasure of the government, after sucli periods as 
may be fixed by the secretary, not less than ten, or more tluiii 
forty, years from date. These bonds, known as tlie 10-40’s, 
bearing five per cent, interest, were exempt from taxation by 
or under state or municipal authority. This act also provided 
for the issue of a large increase of uou-intcrest heaving treasury 
notes, which were made lawful money and a legal tender in 
payment of all debts, public or private, within tho United 
States, except for duties on Imported goods and interest on tlie 
public debt. Additional 10-40 liond.s were authorized by tlie 
act of June 30, 1864. But it may be said that the 5-20 and 1t)- 
40 iionds became the well-known, recognized .securities of the 
United States, the .sale of which at par, in coimcci.iou with the 
treasury notes of different foi-ms, furnished the United 8latc.s 
the money to carry on tho war. In tho sale of these securities 
the secretary was actively assi.stod by tlie liank.s and bankers 
of the United States, and especially by day Cooke, who was the 
most effective agent of tho government in tlie sale of 5-20 
bonds. 

Secretary Chase, in his report of December 10, 1863, dis- 
cu.ssed at length the objects to he kept slndionsly in view in 
the creation of debt by negotiations of loans or otliorwiso: First, 
nioclerato interest; second, general di.strihution; third, future 
controllability; and, fourth, incidental utility. 
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The first, loans were made upon tlie extravagant rate of in- 
terest of .seven and threc-tonths per cent. The reason for this 
was tlie fact that there was no currency the secretary could 
receive in exchange for bonds. As already .stated, specie pay- 
ments were .suspended by llio bank.s December HI, 1861. He 
was forbi<ldcn by law to receive bank bilks, and he knew that 
Congress would notand ought not to repeal this law. After .such 
.suspension coin was scarce and diflicult to obtain. Afterwards, 
W'hon the legal tender notes were authoi-izo.d and issued, ho 
sold his boncls hearing six per cent, interest at par for notes, 
but tho.sG notes bad already largely depreciated coj)ipared with 
coin. Still, they were money, readily taken for all supplies, 
and enabled liiin to sell .securities runniug a .shorter period. 
A diversity of securities maturing at different times w'oro ex- 
changed for notes, and finally he wnis aljle to sell five per cent, 
bonds at par, so that, on the 30th of Heptemhor, 1863, two 
months previous to his report, .securities and notes thou out- 
standing ajiionnted to $1,222,1 13,009. Thelinst bonds were ir- 
rodcomablo for twenty years. 'I'ho .second bonds were redeem- 
able in five, but payable in twenty, years. 'J'he third bonds, 
bearing live per cent, interest, wore redeemable after ten years. 
It will 1)0 perceived that under this arrangoniont tlie rate of 
intoTost on securities issued was constantly reduced. 'I'he 
notes received in payment of bonds depreciated or advanced in 
sympathy with the progress of our armie.s and the prospects of 
success. The general purpose was to secure as low a rate of in- 
lorc.st a.s possible, to distribute the securities among the hugest 
inimi»or of persons possible, to provide the best mode, time and 
(.orms for redemption, and to put the securities in such form as 
to be used as a currency. No one can question the wisdom of 
the inauageinent of the public debt by Secretary Chase. 

The origin and developtncut of the present system of inter- 
nal taxes must be interesting to every .student of finance. 'I'he 
2Jolicy of the government had boon to confine, as far as possible, 
national taxe.s to duties on imports, and, in ordinary times, 
this sonreo of revenue, exclusively vested in the United ytates, 
together with the proceeds of the sale of public lauds, was 
ample to defray the current expenses of the government. 


Ul’ .JUI-IIN OlllLltAIAr*. 




During and shovtlj' after tlio War of 1812 resort was had to 
direct taxes apportioned among the states respectively, and to 
internal taxes authorized by the constitution under the name of 
excises, but the necessities of the treasury becoming more 
urgent, and the reliance on the public credit becoming moi-e 
liazardous, Congress, at the special session which convened in 
May, 1813, determined to lay the foundation of a system of 
internal revenue, seloctiug in particular thoso subjects of taxa- 
tion which would be least burdensome. These taxes were at 
first limited to one year, but were oxteiided from time to time, 
so tliat they acquired the name of “war taxes.” A direct tax 
of $3,600,000 was laid upon the L.'nitcd States, and api)ortioneil 
among the states rc.spectivoly for the y(;ai' 1814. 'Paxes wore 
imposed on sugar relhied in the Unil.ed States, on canhiges, on 
licenses to distillem of spirituous liquors, and other forms of 
internal production. It was estimated that the intonial taxes 
and the direct tax would yield $8,600,000. For the liscal yeai’ 
ending June 80, 1816, internal t^axos yielded $6,963,000. In 181 6 
they yielded $4,896,000. In 1817 they yielded $2,676,0(K), after 
wliich there wa.s no revenue from internal taxes except from 
the collection of arrears, amounting in 1818 to $947,946, the 
law providing for such taxes having expired by limitation. A 
comparison between the receipts from this soiu'cc then and the 
receipts snUsoqucntly derived from internal rovonuo, is a sig- 
nilicant indication of the dilTcronce in popnhiUon and wealth 
between 1812 and 18(i2. 

Wlinn the Civil War commenced and the necessity of a largo 
increase of revenue bocamo a])i)iironl., Secretary Chase, in bis 
report to Congre.ss of the date of July 4, 1861, called attention 
to the necessity of pi-ovision for a gradual increase in the rev- 
enue to maintain tlio public credit, and to meet the current 
demands. I lls recommendation as to internal taxes luus already 
been referred to. 'Phe act of August. 6, 1861, previously num- 
tionod, levied a direct tax of $20,000,000 and an income tax. 
'Phis act i)roved to bo a crude and imperfect measure, and it 
was modi lied or snporsoded by the act of July 1, 1862. 'Pliis 
act, carefully framed, was the basi.s of the present, system of 
internal rovenne. It created a now olHce in the treasury 


department, to be called tlio office of coiiunissioner of internal 
revenue. Ho less than thirteen acts of Congress wore passed 
prior to August 1, 1SC6, enlarging and defining the duties of 
the oflice, and ])rcacribing the taxes impo.sed by these several 
laws. When this act was first framed we anticipated much 
greater difficulties in the collection of the tax than actually 
oecuiTed. We had doubts whether the taxation imposed by 
this law would be patiently submitted to by our constituents, 
but these misgivings soon disappeared and tlio taxes imposed 
by that act were cheerfully and promptly paid. I gave to the 
study and consideration of this act, and the various amendatory 
acts, a large portion of my time. At tbe end of the wav internal 
taxes were cheerfully paid by the people, and yielded far more 
revouno to the government than the customs duties and all 
other sources of revenue combined. 

H’he receipts from internal revenue for the first four yeaivs 


under this law wore as follows : 

For tlio yoar ondiiig .Iiiiio BO, 1803 $.37,040, VST 

For tlio year omliiig .luiie 30, 1804 1I7,14&,748 

For tlio year muling .funo 30, 180D 211,120,529 

For the yonr ontling Juno 30, 1800 810,900,084 


These taxes were mainly upon spirits, tobacco and beer, 
but they also included stamp taxes of various kinds, .special 
taxes on particular industries, and income taxes, so that prac- 
tically nearly all forms of domestic manufactures were subject 
to a greater or lass tax, accordiug to the nature of the article. 
So sweeping wore the provisions that it was frequently a mat- 
ter of joke as well as commont. 

Some one remarked to Senator Col lamer that everything was 
taxed except coffins. Ho rojoinod: “ Don’t .say that to Sherman 
or he will have them on the tax list before night !” 

The general prosperity that existed during the wav under 
such a burden of taxation was frequently a matter of surprise. 
The truth is that all productive industries wore active because 
of the enormous demand made 1 ) 5 ' the army for supplies of all 
kinds, and everyone who was willing to W'ork could find plenty 
of employment. The depreciation of the currency caused by 
the war did not embari'ass anyone, as the interest on securities 
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was promptly paid in coin, and "[roonback.s were tlie favorite 
curroncy of the people. The people did not stop to im[nire the 
Ciuises of the nominal advance in prices ; they only knew 
that the United States note wa.s cheerfully leceiveil in every 
part of the United Slates us the cinront money of the country. 
At the beginning the tax on whisky was 20 cents per gallon, hut 
it was gradually increased until it I’cached S2 a gallon, when 
frauds ami illicit distilling became seritnis evils. 'I’ive tax was 
then redticod to 'JO cents a gallon. 

When T l)Ccamo Secrotiiry of the Treasury, I was impro.sscd 
with the magnitude of illicit distilling, even after the rate was 
rcdinaul. At that time several liuinlrcd men, mostly in the 
inonntain regions of North Uarolina a.nd T(uiiie.ssoe, were under 
arrest for violation of the laws again.st illicit distilling. A del- 
egation of them, acc.ompanied hy Senator Hansom, ai)pearcd 
before mo, and 1 heard their apologies fo)‘ distilling, and their 
complaints against the ollieors. We entered into a formal en- 
gagement by which they agreed to stop illicit distilling upon 
condition that they should ho relieved of pnnishmont for their 
past acts, and, .so far iusl i‘,onl<l learn, they suh-stanl ially oh.sorvod 
their obligation. As a rule, they were rough mountaineers who 
regarded whisky as a prime necessity of life, and thought they 
ought to bo allowed to convert their grain into something 
better. 

As the necessity for excessive taxation diminished after the 
war was over, taxes on various articles wore gradually repealed, 
until, in 1811*1, they consisted of practically four items, splrit.s, 
tobacco, foi’inouted liquors, and oleomargarine. These are the 
figures for two years : 


Objoots Ilf 'I'uxalioii. 


l{i‘c;i*i|)ls iliiriiig tini'iil yciiiH 
onding JiiiM- 'In - 


I8P.'1. 


isni. 


Spirits 

'I\)biiec(i 

Fcinientotl Liniiois 
(JleoiiiHi'gnrino .... 


SiM,7'20,l>(il).r)r) 

,‘12,r)-lS,0S3.()7 

i,o7oe-i3.rio 


$Sb,;irii), 252.20 
28.017,808.02 
:-!l,.(I-l,78S.0-l 
1, 723, -1 70 .OU 
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In respect to tlieso taxes, that on oleoinargariiio was not in- 
tended as, nor is it, a very material revenue tax. The purpose 
was especially to prevent the fraudulent imitation of butter by 
using an extract of beef. The tax on spirits, tobacco and beer 
ought to be retained as the best objects of taxation either of 
domestic or imported goods. Neither of these is an article of 
necessity, but all aixi used purely to gratify an ai)pelite, in 
many cases indulged to excess. 

All civilized nations have come to regard these articles as 
the best subjects of taxation. To the extent that whisky is 
used as a beverage it is hurtful in its infiuonce upoji the indi- 
vidual and upon society at large. It is the cause of inmnner- 
able crimes, of poverty and di.strft.ss in the family and home. 
Still, it is an appetite that will be gratified, however severe 
may be the laws against its use, and while this habit exists the 
tax upon whisky, by limiting the quantity consumed, is beneli- 
cial to society at large. It is true that alcohol, the base of 
whisky, is useful in the arts and iu the preparation of medi- 
cines and vinegar. If some feasible plan could be prescribed 
liy which alcohol or spirits thu.s used could be freed from tax, it 
would be riglit to exempt it, but no such plan has been found 
that includes security against frauds being practiced to evade 
the tax on whisky. The tax on toliacco and cigars is a moder- 
ate one, but tl»e consumption of them is far less dangerous 
than of spirits in their influence upon society, 'il'he lax on the 
cheaper form of tobacco and cigai-s is comparatively small and 
does not add materially to the cost of tobacco iu any of its 
forms. No complaint is made of it. Its consumption is so 
general that the tax is fairly distributed and falls mainly upon 
the richer classes, as the tax is increased in proportion to the 
value of the tobacco. Beer, a bevenigc of almost iinivor.sal use, 
yields the large sum of $30,000,000 a year, at the rate of one 
dollar a barrel. This does not cause a lircceptible increase of 
the cost to the consumer, hut rather tends to maintain the 
good quality of beer by the surveillance of the onicors of in- 
ternal revenue. No general complaint has been made of 
this tax. All internal taxes are collected at less cost than any 
other form of taxation devised, and should bo maintained 
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ns loii^ jis ( lii' MXlifMisi’s i^rnwin^^ nu( ijf ilii‘U jir nUuII riHiu»in 
nn|utM. 

'riu> pill ii'iirn aiul ov MU (^hn'rrnliirss wil li u liii’lt IlirpiMipIr 
nf I lif> Sliilrs Mu)iinil (imI Ini his M»viM t^ la\al inn nn I hi*ir 

(luiiMvsIii' iirnilurH it»ns, WHS n ninl I ar nf surpi iHi', iml cmly ununin? 
niir n\vn hul in l^himppun rmnilrh's. In IsriV, urritin 

hy iM r. Ailunis. mir nnuislrr (n Miif'IninL I Innl I lii^ plnsis 
urn nf hrrnU fasl willi Mr. Illn<lsltnn^ \\l liis nllirial re'nJtMirn, 
iiiiil lai rnfrrnal In llin nasi' uilli ^vlli^h \mi rnltfrli'il. nillmiil 
nnnpiuini, luM'ssn l>nriliMK^i>inn ns t>avs 1 linn wniv lln 
inr if it uas I i’ar» Mini n n mlln Inti Sl.lilill.nnM ;iniiiiall\ Imni a 
ln\ III) iriali*lins. | fn|i| him lliai un mil niily t|ii| iti hitl lhat I 
liiiil nmnr litsinl a wnul nl t*i>iii pliiiril , iiiul (In^ iputhU nf 
auilrhns NMis Misdv impmvntl snIuIi* Ihfi)- pvus- ua * vnMuiilU 
riMliiriMl. Iln (hinvv nji his luunhi alal •nitl Hial llit< prnp|r« nf 
wtjuhl iinl* miftiiiil hiMirh (a\ aiul if any iuiMt >tis 
Wiilihl prnpM .t* il, il wmihl Hnnri Im mil nf |»nui»r. SCi,ni(,'n In 
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nriaigiHMl finti il was ul uniM^ iihaminnisl. 

MMitMiirninr lav, varitsi annanvlial in Innas fmni \istr In 
ynvv, rnnl iuMml in funs* aulil lHV<h vvlumil wusprnpnsril In \\* 
|ianl il' as an lnii;.^i*r in'i-rsHai y. M\ llat Itaiii i nf I hr limn rvi^^l 
\\]^ law ihavpijril ill |sV‘J. I uipfil asslma^^ly a t I i'niihl il • 
raliml iftii a I Ira '( mil il I Im f iiim rvpiriMh I mi il ii^prsilnl 

I lUiMl lirli(»Vr<l, auti imv^ lirlit*vr, I liul a mmtrialf iinsiint* lav, 
Irvinl tin all iiiiMnims alimn llir siiiii nf SI.IHHI, nr ahtiir a inn 
llail u ill sap|i|> I hr Mtilimirv uaiil i nf an a\riapr fuiiiih m 
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iif’rnnlili^ In lln» i«\if.n*iirirs nf llir* piihlir smj wrr In I tu’ pn '' 
aiil t'lmdil inii nf ufrsnr% I ihutlil I Ium* v|ii*ilir*iir \ nf * iirli a tav, 
r's|iMrially in vimv nf (hr drsn atin i»f I la* Sup) run* i mii I nf ( ht* 
i'uilnl Sliilr i rrrriillv |l•nllrn•t| 

Tlamlist iurt inn niadi^ Irv (Iml imnl litauriii inisiui* « fnim 
nail- nf laud aiitl nihrr iarimiri iiaii«n\ ami N'rlniual 

A lav U|)nu llir* \aliir* nf himl i a diii-r| fav, a)it( mu >f h 
uirpni 1 iniii'tl ainnU({ flir slain iirtsii ihii(.' In pnpnhil |nn, tiiil n 
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does not follow that a tax on income from laud is a direct tax. 
An income means that gain which re.snlts from business, or 
property, of any kind, from the proceeds of a farm, the pvolits 
derived from trade and commerce, and from any occupation or 
iuveslinent. In common language the wmxl income applies to 
money i-eceived fix)ni any source. It may bo cpialifiod as gi’oss 
income and not income. It may be limited by words dolining 
the source of Llie income, as, from land, merebandise or bank- 
ing, hut, in il.s general sense, it moans gross .saviug.s from all 
sources. When received in money it is an income and not 
until then. An income lax was i>aid, and chccrfull}' paid, by 
American citizens during and since tlio wai‘, in vast sums, and 
it did not occur to citizen, lawyer or judge that the con- 
stitution of the United {States made a distinction lietwecn 
incomo.s' from rents and ijicoino from notes or bond.s. The 
states tax both land and bonds. Why may not the United 
States tax income from eacli alike? Many of the largest 
incomes in the United States are derived from rents. To 
except them by technical reasoning from a general tax on 
incomes will tend to disparage tlio Supreme Court among 
“plain people.” If incomes from routs must bo excepted, then 
no income tax ought to be assessed. This decision, if adhered 
to, may cripple the government in times of emergency, Jf 
made w lien tlio income tax was fii'st imposed, it would have 
reduced the national revenue $347,000,000, foi' no income lax 
would have been enacted if rents were excluded front laxuldc 
incomes. 

T do not propose to narrate tlie numerous internal roveniio 
laws, wliicl) have been enacted and modified at every session 
of Congre.ss .since 1S6J, or tlio innumerable objoct.s of taxat ion 
embraced in tliem, for such a narrative would till too mncli 
s])acc. The discussion of these law.s occujiied a largo portion 
of the time of Congress. The articles or production.s subject 
to taxation iticludcd for a time nearly everything for the use 
of man. 1 trust the time is far distant when such sweeping 
internal taxation will bo required again, but if it should come, 
the Congiess of that da5' can find in our experionco resources 
more bountiful than Aladdin’s lamp. 
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Direct taxes, to bo apportioned among tbe states, are not 
likely to be again assessed after the experience wo had as to 
the last direct tax. Desidos the difficulty of collecting it, there 
is tho palpable objection that it is an unequal, and therefore 
an unjust, tax. Now states, and especially agricultuml states, 
have not the same ability to pay direct taxes as older commer- 
cial and manufacturing states, having within them great cities 
with accumulated wealth, in the form of stocks, bonds and 
patents. 

The office of commissioner of internal revenue has fortu- 
nately been filled, as a rule, by gentlcmon of standing and cliar- 
acter of a high order of intelligence, and their work has been 
of a groat service to the United States. This important bureau 
ought to i)e, and no doubt will be, retained as a part of the or- 
ganized machinery of the government, and the taxes collected 
by it will be necessary as long as our public debt remains, and 
until the list of pensioners will bo obliterated by tho hand of 
time. 
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LiNCOI.N’s KmANOIPATION J*U()(n.AMATK)N. 

Slavnr.v ii) llii’ Aliolihlicil — hnw (int'M liiln Mfi’rl mi A]iril 

10, ncgiiiiiinK tjf Mio lOml uf Sbivrry— Mililnry MniKun-H in 

lo (liU'i*y on llio War — lloHpoiiHO to tin* Pi*i*Hi(li'Ul’n I'liU — Urin‘lii*iu) IvliVoln 
of (he P.cniflHcaUoii Aeti — YmilH to fHohljorn’ CinnjiH— U oIh'I’I S. tii-iiiiKt*!' 
an 11 Cook — How I thuoo lo Pninlmni* n WaKliin^Atoii ll(*Hicl(?)n‘o 
limroiiKn tjf OoiuponmiUon lo SouiUovh nii<l Meiubnrri and tirf 
I'/ffeet — " Kxeitciiiont in Ohio Ovor VallaiidiiAliuiu’H Ar- 
rent — N<‘\vrt of (ho PaU of VickHliiir^' and l)(*font. of 
lam at (k'Uynlaiift-— .lolui Umnah Klrr|r<l (lov- 
onior of Ohio — I la ICfiVul on (ho Slalo. 

A NO'i'aVill question of grave poliiieul signilicanco wus 
presented to the t37th Congress early in this sossion, 
that of tlio abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia. T had from the beginning declared my opposi- 
tion to any intorforonco with slavery in the District, hut the 
changed condition of the country demanded a change of piihlic 
policy in this respect. Slavery was made the protoxl. for, and, 

1 I.)oliov0, was, the real cause of the war. It had a fool hold in 
tho District of Columbia, hut it oxisled tlnn’o in its mildest 
form. By tho census of ISOO thovo wo)-c, in tho DistricI- of Co- 
luml)ia, 11,107 free negroes, B,1H1 slaves, and (i0,7Hr» white po<i- 
plo. It was considered the paradi.se of free ncgi’oos, whoi'O 
they wore iilmost o.Kchisivoly employed ius lahovors in houso- 
hold service. 

When tho war broke out a considonihlo mnnher of slaves 
ran away from disloyal raasLoi's in Virginia and Maryland, 
seeking safety within our lines and finding employment in tho 
District of Columbia. As the war approached, most of tho 
slaves in tho District were carried away by their owners into 
Virginia, and other southern states, so that in 18fi2 it was o,sti- 
mated there were not more than 1,500, and probably not 
1,000, slaves in the District, while tho number of free negroes 
(310) 


^'icroasod to 15,000. As a matter of course, when Virginia sc- 
^oded no att(3]ni)t Wius made to recapture runaway slaves from 
at state, and they became practically free. It was known 
til fit there was at that time a strong disposition in Maryland to 
the exporiment of emancipation, and it was believed that 
the war was over Virginia would adopt the same policy. 
Tji title doubt was felt as to the power of Congress to abolish 
fc^l itvcry ill the District, should such a course be deemed ex\)C' 
diont. By the constitution Congre.ss was invested witli ox- 
“power to exercise exclusive legislation, iir all cases 
^X' lratsocver, over snch di.strict as may, by cession of particular 
*^C<vtes, aud the acceptance of Congress, become tho seat of 
l^ovorninent of the LTuite<l States.” 'I'bis power had liooii 
I'ocognized by tbo most eminent statesmen of our country, 
ttinl also by tho Supremo Court of tho United States. Until 
JVI.T. Calhoun doubted or denied the power it was not (pies- 
tioiied by any considorablo number. The real question was 
wliether that was tbo time for emancipation. I endeavored lo 
l^ive to the subject careful consideration, and came to tho cou- 
olrision that it was expedient thou to emancipate the very few 
siliLvos in the District, fewer than there had been at any time 
'vvitliin forty years, and fewer than would likely be in ciuse the 
wn.v should end, I holiovetl also that the social inlUiouec of 
‘VViishingtoii, and the wealth and property controlled and 
owned in a great measure by slavcholdiug residents there, had 
l>ooii always against the govenimont of the Uni tod States and 
iiv favor of the Boholliou. While slavery existed it was a coii- 
fc 5 fcn..nfc source of annoyance and irritation. 'J'he groat mass of 
omr constituents wore opposed to slavery, mdially, socially and 
Y>olitically. They felt that it was wrong and would not change 
fclioir opinion. As long as slavery existed in the District, where 
Ooiigross had the power to abolish it, agitation and oxcitemont 
•would be ceasele.ss. Tho groat body of the people of the north- 
ern states were opposed to tho institution theoretically, as 
Avore very many of the most intelligent people of the southern 
1 felt that now was the time when this moral conviction 
«lxonld be beard and heeded by the national Jcgishiturc. I felt 
til ih\, \vc wore bound to consult tlio matorial intevest of tlio 



m 


UKCOI.LKCTIONK 


people of tlio District, and that cniaiicipation would add to the 
value of thoiv jiroporty and also add to the population of the 
city. The abolition of slavery would bring to the city intelli- 
gent mechanics and laboring men Avho would never compote 
with the labor of slaves, and who, Ilnding none there but 
frecMuen, would develop the great advantages of the city. In 
a speech 1 made upon the subject \ enlarged upon this consid- 
eration and said: 

“1 Hi'n n<» voiison wliy WnHliinglon. witti ii fioi' pi)|iuln(i<)i) nnd im ti fino 
(.lily, HiliKilnd lioro ill llio lu*«d of llm I'olonmc, witli n'lniirldiblo fiuiilitii's of 
iiiivigiitinn, wUJi grout coiiviMiii'ticoH of coniniUDieiUion, nMicliiiig U) il in weal 
by llto liiiltimoro ami Oliio Unilroad, iho politinul ciipiUil of tlio nountry, 
inigiit iiol 1)0 a grout froo oily, iilunlriiting liy ila pi’ogn'ss liio ()|uMii(ion of 
froo inHliliUioim. But il cun only bo dolio by tlio iiotivo, inloioatn<l labor of 
froo pnojilo. Bimply' us a immioipal rogulalion it would bo wiao to abolish 
sliivi'i-y ill this Distriot, booauso sliivory ia a|i|ioHi>d lo Iho moral conviolioiiR 
of Iho gri'iil muss of Iho pooplo of this oountry, mid Iho oxislnnco of Bhivory 
hnro k('n|ia out of lliia Distriot mi iiotivo, loyal, truo, inmdy, goiinrous body 
of labornrs, wlio will iievor conipolo in llioir labor wkli tlio labor of slavns.” 

There Avas another reason why the experiment of omancipa- 
tio)) could 1)0 best tried in tlio J.)i.strict of Colmnliia. I'bminci- 
pation Avas evidently the ultimate oml of this ijnesiilon. Wo 
had the poAvor to try the oxperiniont. ItAvould bo an oxaiuplo 
likely to bo rollowcd at the clo.so of the war by many of the 
border stato.s. I thoroforo made up my mind in favor of tho 
measure, made a long speech for the bill and voted for it. It 
became a huv on April 10, 1862. 

At that early day, 1 believed that it aauis the duty of (Jon- 
gi'css to conliscato the slaA'e.s in the seceding .states as tlio iiiit- 
uval result of tho war. These stato.s had placed tlumisclves in 
a position by rebellion Avhero they had no comstitnlional rights 
Avhich AVG were liound to observe. The Avai’ being oinm and 
flagrant to break up tho Union, they Avoro not entitled to tiie 
benefit of any Kstipulation made in their favor as .states in the 
Union. I also favored tho granting of aid to any policy of 
emancipation that might be adopted in tho border states of 
Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri, but Congress was indisposed 
to extend the provisions of the then ponding measure lioyond 
the District of Columbia. 
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Tlie President of the United States, on September 22, ]8()2, 
issued liis proclamation containing tho following declaration: 

Tlmt oil tho first day of January, in tlie year of our Lord ono thousand 
liundred and sixty 'three, all persons held as slaves within an}' state or 
designated ]»art of a slate, liie people whereof shall be in rebellion against 
tho United States, shall bo then, thenceforward, and forever, free; and the 
executive government of the United States, inolnding the military and naval 
authority thereof, will rocognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, 
and will do no act or acts to repress sueli ]iersons, or any of them, in any 
efforts they may make for tlieir actual freedom.” 

'I'liis was CiLi'i'iod out in a .siibsoqucnl proclainaliou of .liitm- 
avy 1, 18(i3, in which the President dechii cs: 

“And by virtue (if the jjower and for the purpose aforesaid, 1 do order 
and declare tiiat all persons hold as slaves, witliin said designated states and 
]uirts of states, are, and iienceforward shall bo, free; and tliat (he executive 
govornmont of tlio United States, ineluding the, military and naval anthorilios 
tliorooF, will recognize and maintain tlio freedom of said persons,” 

This was the beginning of the end of slavery. 

In following the important financial measures of the 37th 
Congress, I have purpo.sely pas.scd by, in tlioir order of time, 
other measures of vital interest that were acted upon in that 
Congress. The military mc!usuro.s adopted were on the same 
grand sc, ale as the financial measures I have referred to. In 
1861 tho laiited Stato.s contained a population of 32,000,000 
people, of whom al)out 10,000,000 were in the .seceding staixis, 
some of whom were opposed to sece.ssion, but a greater nninbor 
living ill state.s that did not secede wore in hearty sym])al.hy 
with tho rebellion. No preparation for war had hoen made in 
any of tho loyal states, while in the disloyal .states jireparalions 
hud boon made by tho distribution of arms throiigli t.lie treach- 
ery of Secretary Floyd. When the .seceding stales organized 
a confedoriato government, the e.xocutive hraneh of llu; gon- 
oral government was under the management and control of 
those who favored the rebellion, or were so feeble or indifferent 
that they offered no resistance whatever to such organization. 
'I'he President of tho United States dcchirod, in an exe.cutivo 
message, that tho general government had no power to coerce a 
state. On tJie accession of President Lincoln, tho confoderato 
govei’nment was better organized for resistance than tho Union 
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was for convcioa. When wav actually commenced, the capital 
at W'asliingtou was practically blockaded, and in tlio pow'er of 
the Confederates. 

Tho response of the loyal .states to the call of Lincoln w'a.s 
perhaps the most remarkable uprising of a great people in the 
history of mankind. Within a few days the roud to Wasliing- 
ington was opened, but the men who answ'ered the call were 
not soldiers, but citizens, badly armed, and without drill or di.s* 
cipliue. 'J'he history of their vajrid conversion into real sol- 
diers, and of the nicasnrcs adopted Ity Congres.s to organizo, arm 
and equip them, does not fall w'illuii my province. 'J'hc battles 
fought, the victories w'ou, and the defeats snfi'ej'cd, have been 
recorded in the luuidrcd or more vohntjc.s of “Tho Jlecord.s of 
tiie Itobellion,” published l)y tho United States, 'I’ho principal 
events of the w’ar liavc been told in the history of Abrabani 
Lhncoln by Nicolay and Hay, and perhaps more gra))lucally liy 
General Grant, General Sherman, General Sheridan, y\loxandor 
H. Stcplions, Yii'/. Ilngli Lee, and many others who actively 
participated in the war, and told what they .saw and know' of it. 

Tlte niiliUiry committees of the tw'o llou.sos, mider tho 
advice of accompli.slied oflicens, formulated tlie laws passed by 
Congress for the eiilisttueiit, equipment and organization of 
tho Union armies. Henry Wilson, of lda.ssachusetts, was chair- 
ma)i of the committee on military affairs of the Sonato, and ho 
is entitled to miicli of the praise due for tho mimoroUvS laws re- 
qnired to lit tho Union citizen soldiers for military duty. His 
position was a ditlicult one, l)nt ho tilled it w'ith hoarty .sym- 
pathy for tlte Union soldiers, and with a jnst regard for holh 
officers and men. 

Among the numerous bills relating to tho W'ar, that which 
became the act to suppress insurrection, to punish treasttn and 
rebellion, and to seize and confiscate the property of rebels, ex- 
cited the greatest interc.st, giving rise to a lotig debate. It was 
founded on the faulty idea that a territorial war, existing be- 
tween two distinct parts of tho country, could ho treated as an 
insurrection. The law of nations treats such a war as a con- 
test between two separate powers, to bo governed by tho laws 
of W'ar. Confiscation in sucli a w’ar is not a measure to be 
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Vow tl.0 b.inlcns of tl.o war will fall, hy heavy taxation, upon loyal 
lilhU but rvbvls an. beyond our rencb. 1 low ionfr ettn wo oondnot snob a 
war-' Sir we l.ave been' laoderate to excess. Wa. is a borr.blo reuiody, 
blit when we are co.,.|.olle<l to resort to it, we sboukl make our enemies feel 

its severity as well as ourselves. ... ... ,■ i 

.. If too u.uel. is attoniptcd in the way of eonlmcalion, notbiufr will be 
„eeo.ii|.lished. If notbin^r is eoi.fiscated, you .iniiy against you all who wish 
in a civil war merely to preserve their property and to retnain ipiiot. 1 his is 
always a large class in every ooiiuiiuuity. If rebellion will securo their 
nroperty from rebels and not endanger it to flic governinont, they aro rei.els. 
Tiulso whoso position or clmraoter have secured them ollieus among the 
rebels can only be eomiuered by force. Is it not, therefore, jiossiblo to frame 
a bill which will punish the proniiiient actors in the rebellion, proclaim 

a to the great mass of the citizens in the seceding stales, and se|mialo 

them from their leader? This, in my judgment, can bo clone by eon lining 
confiscution to clas.ses of poreons. Tlio aniendmoiit 1 propose embraces live 
clus8(»s of |M?rsons/’ 


The conli.soation act was more ii.sefiil as a declaration of 
liolicy tlian as an act to ho enforced. Tt was denounced by 
( ‘oufederates and by timid men in the north, but the beneficial 
results it aimed at were iiccomplished, not by law, but by ibo 
proclamation of tbe President, and by the. armed forces of the 
I'nitcd States. 

The several acts providing for enrolling and calling out 
the national forces gavo rise to much debate, ptirtly upon sec- 
tional line.s. The policy of drafting from the militia of the 
several states, the employment of snl«titntes and the payment 
of bounties, wore contested and defended. I insisted that if a 
specia.1 fund for hiving substitutes was raised, it ought to bo by 
a tax upon all wetiltliy citizens, and not conlinod to the man 
who was drafted. 'I'hese and nunieron.s question.s of a similar 
eharactor occupied much time, and created nnich feeling. It 
is now hardly worth while, iti view of tho re.sult.s of the war, to 
revive old controversies. Tt is suflicient to say tluit all the 
hiws passed to organi'/o the national forces and call out the 
militia of the several .states in case of emergency contributed 
to the success of the Union armies. 1 do not recall any ex- 
ample in history where a peaceful nation, ignorant of military 
discipline, becoming divided into hostile sections, developed 
such military power, courage and endurance as did tho United 



States and Confedorato States in onr Civil War, V^ast annies 
were raised by voluntary enlistments, great battles were fought 
with fearful los.ses on both sides, and neither yielded until the 
Confederates had exhausted all their resonrees and siii-rendored 
to the Union armies without conditions, except sneh as wore 
dictated by General Grant- to go home and be at peace. 

During the entire wav Wa-shington was a military camp. 
Almost every rogiinont from the north on the way to the army 
in Virginia stoppo<l for a time in Washington. This was espe- 
cially the ease in 18()1. It was usual for every now regiment to 
march along I’cnnsylvaiiia avenue to the White House. Among 
the early arrivals in the spring of IHOl was a regiment from 
New Hampshire, inmdi bettor minipped than our western regi- 
ments. My collcagun. Hen Wado, and I went to tho While 
House to see this noted rogiinont pass in review hol'oro Mr. 
l/incoln. As tho lioad of tho lino turned around tho north 
wing of tho troiusnry departinont and came in sight, the eyes of 
Wado fell upon a tall soldier, wearing a gaudy uniform, a very 
high hat, and a still higlior coekado. I lo carried a baton, which 
ho swung right and loft, up and down, with all tho authority of 
a field marshal. Wade, innch excited, asked mo, pointing lo 
the soldier: “Who is that?” I told him I thought that was 
the drum major. “Well,” ho said, “if tho people could sec 
him they would make him a general.” So little was then 
known of military array hy tlio wisest among our Senators. 

It was quite a habit of Sonalors and Mom hors, during tlie 
war, to call at tho camps of soldiers from their respective 
states. Seei'otary Chase oflou did this and .several times 1 
accompanied him, 'I’ho “ boys,” as they pvoforred to ho called, 
would gather around their visitors, and very soon sonio one 
would cry out “a speech, a speocli,” and an address would usu- 
ally bo made. I heard very good speeches made in this way, 
and, in some cases, replied to by a private soldier in a manner 
fully usoffoctivo as that of tho visitor. 

In the early period of tho war tho private soldier did not 
forgot that ho was as good as any man. One ovoniug Major, 
afterwards Major-General, Robert 8. Granger and I were stroll- 
ing through “Camp Huckiugham,” near iVlausfickl, Ohio, and 
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canio lo a J'oung soldier boiling beans, lie was about to lake 
tliein off the firo wlien G'rangev said; "ily good fellow, don’t 
take off those beans; they are not done.” Tho young soldier 
squared himself and with some insolence said: ‘M)o you think 
1 don’t know how to boil l)eaiis?” (jrangcr, with groat kind- 
ness of manner, said; “If you iiad eaten boiled beaus in the 
army as many years us 1 have you would know it is better to 
leave tiiem in the pot ail night with a slow live.” 'J’ho manner 
of Granger was so kindly that the soldier thanked him and fol- 
lowed his advice. General ({ranger died at Zanesville, Oliio, 
April 25, 1894, after having been on the retired list for over 
twenty-one years. Ho was a gallant, as well as a skillful, ofll- 
cor. Peace to his memory. 

It was my habit, while Congress was in session during the 
war, to ride on horseback over a region within ten miles of 
Washington, generally accompanieil by some army odirer. I 
became familiar with every lane and road, and especially wilh 
camps and hospitals. At that time it could be truly saiil (hut 
Washington and its environs was a great camp and hospital. 
'I’he roarls were generally very muddy or exceedingly dusty. 
The great army teams ent up and blocked the roads which 
were of either clay or sand, but the air was generally refresh- 
ing and the scenery charming. T do not know of any city I hal; 
luis more beautiful environs, with the i)road Potomac at the 
head of tide water, the picturesque hills and valleys, the 
woodland interspersed witli deciduous and evergreen trees, the 
wide landsca])ft, extending to the Blue llidgo on the west, the 
low lands and ridges of Maryland and tho hills ahont. Ml. 
Vernon. Tho city of Washington, however, was then far from 
attractive. It was an overgrown village, with wide iinpaved 
avenues and streets, with 61,000 inhabitants badly housed, 
hotels and boarding houses badly kept, aud all depending more 
or less upon low salaries, and employment liy the government. 
All this has been changed, Tho streets and avenues have been 
paved and extended. Tho old site is now well filled with com- 
fortable mansious and business blocks, and a largo fiortion of 
the District outside of the city is being occupied with villas 
and market gardens. The mode of living has greatly changed. 
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Befoi'o and during the war, Senators and Moinbors lived in 
boarding houses in messes, formed of families of similar tastes 
and opinions. Society, if it may be so called, was chiolly olli- 
cial, of which justices of the Suproine Court and cabinet oificors 
wore the head, and Senators and Membors of Congress wore 
the most numerous guests. 

Wlion T entered Congress my pay as a Member was $8 a 
day during the session, and it was .said wo had “roast hoof;” 
but we paid for it if \\'e had it. At tbo close of the «Mth Con- 
gress the compensation was inevensod to $‘.1,000 a year. Dur- 
ing the latter part of the war and afterwards, prico.s of food, 
board and lodging were cousidcraltly advauc.ed. 

In 1804 I ofl’ered the propriotor of Willard’s Hotel my 
monthly pay of $250 for boai-d and lodging.s, in v{U'y modest 
(juarters, for my wife and mysolf, but ho doinamled $800 a 
month. 'I’bis led mo to purchnso a hou.so in wliicli to live, a 
change which I have never regrottod. It was qiiiio tho fashion 
then for tho old families, who wore in full sympathy with ihn 
Confederates, to umlorrato pro))orty (oven their own) in Wash- 
ington, on tho ground that when tho Confederacy wasacJcnowl- 
eclgcd tho capital would ho removed, and real estaln (toiild, 
therefovo, bo obtained upon vcj’y rcasonablo terms. 

After the war ilic fovoi'ish revival of bnsim^ss growing out 
of our expanded currency led to .such roclch'ss (t.xl ra.Viig!Uice iu 
im))Vovoinent.s by p\il)li(5 oilic.ials in Washiiigl.on that fora liim* 
it tlireatoned the lta.nl<rnp(.cy of the eity, bid., as (his lends me 
in advance of events, ! will t-ec.uv luuenfter to tiu^ Wusiiinglon 
of to-day. 

Din’iug 1870 Congress passed a la w increasing th<^ c.onpu'u- 
.saMou of Sona(.oi\s ami Abmiheis from $;{,()()() to .$5,:)()0 a, yt'ar, 
and justified this increase by (,he iu(lat(«l pric.es of evorylhiug 
inoasunal by a doprccialed currenc.y. Tluu-o would have luum 
hut litl.Io complaint of this by tho people luid not. Ilui law been 
imulo rot)’oacl.ivo. ft was made to laUfi efiec.t jit the heginniitg 
of thii.t Congr(<..s.s, though when the la.w was passed Congnw 
was noavly ended. 'I’liis “i)ac,l{ pay,” iunomil.iiig l,o ()V(U- 
!ifi3,()()0, was very unpopular, and led lo the defeat of nutny 
Members who voted for it. At homo they wore c.a,ne(l “.sn.larV 
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grabbers.” Several Senator.s and Monil)or.s, I among the num* 
Ijci’, deeJiued to receive tJio back pay. But it was said that 
the Coiigrcssnien could apply for it at any tinio in the future 
wlien the excitement died away. This led mo to write Francis 
E. Spiunor, 'rroasurcr of the United States, to ascertain how 1 
eould cover into tlic treasury my back pay. His answer was 
ciiaracteristic, and is here inserted. Spinner, long since dead, 
was a peculiar character. He was with me in tlio House of 
J{cj)resentative.s, was appointed Treasurer of the United States 
by President Lincoln, and continued as such until 1875. Ho 
was a typical ofiicer, bold, firm and honest. Ho was also a true 
friend, a model of fidelity and courage. 

Tuearuhv of tiik United States, ) 
Wasiiin(iton, July 3, 1878. ) 

My Dhak Sir : — Your letter of iho 28lh ultimo has boon reoeived. 

I syui[)!itluze with you most fully. I too have had my share of lies told 
on me, by and liis ‘Sun\ and shall bo disappointed if the libels uro not 
continued, especially if I do riglil. Really you have a while elepliaiit on 
your liands. Vou cun neither take the buok pay, nor leave it where it is, 
nor draw it and redopoait it, without subjecting yourself to (ijo yelping of 
tlio danniud enrs, lliat bark at the hecla of every lioncst man. 

If you will turn to the proviso to Sootion (3, of the General Appropria* 
lion Llill, approved July 12, 1870, at page 251, volume 10, of tlie Slututes at 
Large, you \Yill, I think, be satisned that your back pay would never la])su 
to the treasury. Should you leave it, as it now is, I think it would at all 
times be subject to your order, and to the order of your lieirs afterwards, 
'I'he d('|)artinonl has decided that tlie appropriations for tlio pay of Memboi*s 
of Congress is penneoufft. The jiapors say that the Comptroller Ims <le- 
cided that the l)aok pay would lapse in two years. I called on him to-day, 
and ho furnished nio with a copy of his opinion, wliloh is lierowith inclosed 
you, and wrote me a note, a copy of wdiUili is also inolosod, in wJiich he 
says — ‘it could not bo carried back until after two years; whether it can 
bo carried back is another question, which 1 do not intend to decide,' There 
are two ways that tlin amount can bo carried back into the Iz’oasury : First, 
by drawing out the aniomit, and redepositing it ; and second, by dirooting 
the soorotary of the sonatu, by written order, to turn tlie amount into tlie 
treasury. I, of course, can’t advise you wimt to do. 

Very respectfully yours, 

F. K. Spinner, Tr., U, S. 

Hon. John Sherman, Mansfield, Ohio. 

In tho spring of 1863, the financia/1 operations of tlic govern- 
fnent \vore eminently snccossful. In the fall of 1862, Secretary 
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Cli- 

ondeavovcd to sell the §500,000,000 5 20 six per cent. 
itulho)T/.od by the act of February 25, ]H()2, through 
t)j ii cecl ol1ice)‘.s in Mew York, and could not get par for 

j.jg employed Jay Cooke, of Philadelphia, to take 
o of this loan, and within a year it was sold by him, 1o 

over the country, at par. The entire cost of placing 
•'u was les.s tluin three-eighths of ono per cent. It fiir- 

hlie greater part of the mean.s nece.ssary to conduct llie 
'' 18(58. 

ourly victories of Grant at Forts Henry and Donelson 
bad L-oxo Mod Kentucky, and opened up the CumlauT.nid and Tm\- 
nossotj J.<, ivers to tlie heart of the sontli. 'riio batfle of Sluloli, 
thon^-Jv -won at a great .sacriJice, iiispircul the wcslerii army 
witli. oo 1 1 (ideuce, and gave General Sherman his lir.sl- opportii- 
t.o |>rove ins ability a.s a soldier. The timid liandliiig of 
thaC ii-miiy byHalhsck and its subsecpient dispersion by his or- 
ders, the general opoi ations of both the armies of the west 

and ill Virginia, created a feeling of despondency in the loyal 
stabQfH 'vs»'luch was manifested in the elections in the fall of 18(12. 
'I'iie military operations in the early i)art of 18(18 did not tend 
to rc3f:jhc>vc confidence. 

At tills period 1 received tlie following leiicr from Secretary 
StamtiOri, which evidenced his appreciation of General Shovniaii: 


\VASHiN(rroN, 1). C., Dot:(Mii\)(?r 7, IHlW. 

*f o 1 1 rs/ Snru.MAN, 

15 A It ^iK : — ’I'iit) gvriurara lotlor is roUinicd liorowith, Slaving Imjoii 
ivad wit H I luioli interest and groat adinirfitltm of Ins wisdom and juitriolisin. 
If oui* It 1*111 ICS wore conniiandod by sncIi gtnionds wo tMHild not fail [o liavo a 
spoocljy' 1 * 03 toralion of tlio autlioril}' of tho govornnionl» and an ond of (lie 
\vai‘. 

1 you to give Inm my wannest regards, and no oflbrt of mine will 

l)es|>iLro<i to secure to tlio govennnenf. llio fudosL ox(‘roise of bis abilities. 
With tbtviilca for the favor, J am, Vonrs truly, 

EnWIN M, S l’ANTO.V. 


'I'lio J»-t,tack by General Bhennau upon the defenses of Vicks- 
burg^ repulsed, but the effect of this had been counic)'- 

actecl T>y the capture of Arkansas post with over 5,000 })ri.son- 
O'loJicval Grant, had failed in his operations in Mississippi. 
Q 1-looker had boeu defeated at Chanccllorsvillo, and Lee 
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was preparing to make an advance into Maryland and i’onn- 
sylvania. 

On May 1, l-S()3, Clement C. Vallandigluini, for several years 
a Member of Congress from Ohio, in a si)eecli made at Mount 
Vernon, denounced the government wil.h great violence, and, 
cs])ecially, an order issued by Ctoneral Ain))ro.so 1<). liiirnside, 
commanding the department of the Ohio, announcing that “all 
persons, found within our lines, who commil acts for the benelit 
of the eneiiiies of our country, will be tried as spies or traitors, 
and if convicted will suffer dealb.” Ihn-Mside oiuimeiatod 
among the things which came within his oi-dor, the wril.ing or 
carrying of secret letters, passing the linos for tr<sisonahlo pur- 
poses, recruiting for the Confederate servic.c. 11c said: “The 
habit of declaring sympathy for the cnoiiiy will not be allowcul 
in this department; persons committing such offenses wilt 
be at once arrested, with a view to being tried or sent beyond 
our lines into the lines of their friends.” 

Vallandigham denonneed this order as a base usnnniliou of 
arbitrary power; said that he de.spiscd it, and spat 11)1011 it, and 
tramidod it under his foot. He denounced the Prcsidimt, and 
advised the people to como up together at the ballot box niid 
luirl the tyrant from his throne. Many of his hcaroi's woi otho 
distinctive badges of “copperheads” and “butternuts,” and, amid 
cheers which Vallandigham’s speech elicited, was hoard ashoid 
that Jeff. Davis wa.s a gentleman, which wa.s more than Lin- 
coln was. 

This speecli was reported to flonoral Hiirnsido. I'lurly on 
the 4th of May a coniiiany of soldiers was sent to arrest Val- 
landigham, and the arrest was made. Arriving at Cincinnati, 
he was consigned to the military inison and kept in close c.on- 
hnement. This event caused great excitement, not only in 
Cincinnati, but throughout the State of Oliio. On tlio ovonitig 
of that day a great crowd assembled at Dayton, and sovnral 
luindred men moved, booting and yelling, to the ollic.o of the 
Ilopublican newspaper, and sacked and then dcst.i’oycd it by 
fire. Vallandigliam was tried by a military coinnii.ssion, wbieii 
promptly sentenced him to be placed in clo.se conlinemont in 
some tortress of tlie United States, to be designated by the 
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coininandiug officer of the departniont, tlicvo to ])c kept cUiring 
tlio coiitiiiuauce of the war. Such au order was made by (>en- 
eral Rnruside, but it was sul)se(jucntly iiiodiliod by f\lr. Lin- 
coln, who commuted the sentonco of Valhiiidigham, and directed 
that he be sent witliin the (fonfodeiute lines, 'I'his was done 
within a fortnight after the court-martial. Vallandighain was 
sent to Tonne.sseo, and, on the 25th of May, was escorted by a 
small cavalry force to the Confederate lines near Murfreesboro, 
and dclivci’ed to an Alabama rogiiueiit. 

Vallandighain made a formal protest that ho was within 
the Confederate lines by force, and against his will, and that he 
surrendered as a prisoner of war. llis arre.st for word.s spoken, 
and not for aebs done, created great excitement throughout 
Ohio and the country. A pulilic meeting was held in Now 
York on May 16, which deuoimced this action as illegal- as a 
atop towards revolution. The Democratic leaders of Ohio as- 
sumed the same attitude, and made a vigorous protest to the 
President. It is not necessary to state this incident more fully. 
Nicolayand Hay, in their history of Lincoln, narrate fully the 
incidents connected with this arrest, and the disposition of Val- 
liindigham. The letters of the President in reply to Covcnior 
Seymour, and to the meeting in Ohio, arc among the most inti'V- 
esting productions of Mr. Lincoln. He doubted the legality of 
the arrest. Ho quoted the provi.sitm of the constitution that 
the privilege of tlio writ of habeas corpus “should not be sus- 
pended unless, in cases of invasion or rebellion, the public sa.fety 
may icqniro it.” Ho had suspended the iirivileges of that writ 
ut)Oii tho happening of coutingeiicies stated in Iho constitution 
and, thoroforo, the commamliiig ollicor wa.s jnstilied in making 
the arrest, and ho did pot deem it proper to intovfero with the 
order of the commanding olliccr. 

This incident was made more important whon, on the I iUi 
of June, the Democratic convention of tlio State of Ohio mot 
at Columbus and there formally nominalcd Valhiiidigham us 
tho candidate of that party for Governor of Ohio. Tliis ])re- 
HGutod directly to the people of that stato t he question of tho 
legality and propriety of the arrest of Vallandigluim. 'I'ho Re- 
publican party subsequently mot and nominated for goveriioi 
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John Brongh, a life-long Donociat, but in thorough sympathy 
with the Uuiou cause. 

It is cliflTicult, now, to describe the intense excitement in 
Ohio ov'er the issue thus made — at times breaking into violence. 
Vallanciigham was received with great favor in the different 
cities of the south, and finally, embarking on board of a vessel 
which ran the blockade at Wilmington, he arrived at Bernuula 
on the 22ud of Juno, from which place he took passage to Can- 
ada, arriving at Niagara Falls about the middle of July. 

The feeling of auger and excitement among the loyal people 
of Oliio increased, so that it was mauifest that if Vallandigham 
entered the state he would he iu great danger, and a quasi civil 
war might have arisen. 1 heard men of character and influ- 
ence say distinctly that if Vallandigham came into the state he 
would bo killed, and they, if necessary, would kill him. It was 
then understood that Mr. Lincoln was disposed to allow him to 
enter tho state. Senator Wade and I met at Washington and 
had a cou'orsation with Mr. Lincoln. We told him the condi- 
tion of feeling in Ohio, and of our confident belief that if his 
order of banishment was revoked, it would result in riots and 
violence, in which Vallandigham would bo tho first victim. He 
gave ns no positive assurance, but turned tho conversation by 
saying that he thonglit Vallandigham was safer undei' British 
dominion, whore he would have plenty of friends. 

In Juno, 18G3, my health was somewhat impaired, and Mrs. 
Sherman and I concluded to visit New England for a change of 
scene, and for tho benefit of tho ocean air. Wo visited New- 
port in advance of the season and found it deserted. We wont 
to Boston, and there heard of tho advance of Lee iu Pennsyl- 
vania, and tho fierce contest going on iu tho rear of Vicksburg. 
I became uneasy and started for home with the intention of 
proceeding to Vicksburg, but at Cleveland we heard tho glad 
tidings of great joy, tho fall of Vicksburg and the defeat of Leo 
at Gettysburg. 

These victories, occurring on the same day, aroused the en- 
thusiasm and confidence of the loyal people of tho United 
States, especially tho people of Ohio. Instead of a trip to 
Vicksbiu'g I was soon enlisted in the political canvass, and 
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this for nearly tlireo months occui^ied my attention. Meet- 
ings wore heki in every county and in almost every township 
of the state. All on eitlicr side who were accu.stoined to spc.ak 
were actively engaged. My opening speech was made at Dohi- 
warc oil the 21)th of July. 1 was intensely interested in the 
canvass, and tliereforo insert a few paragraiilis froin that speech, 
as an indication of the stale of feeling existing at that time : 

ot\»np;u<j;n \\\ OUUi scusoii picstiuls singular 

f(sit tin's, \\^^ iiro in the iiiitlst (jf n civil wan in which it \H safe to 

Huv tltJil one iiullion of men are now jirrayed in tirnis against i»aoh otlior. 
There are, |iL‘rlia[JS, jhuv, from Ohio» one humlred thousand (»f liei* best and 
bnivohi cUi/ens in thi' lie Id, in !a>s}vvtftls uy fumj>s, siutvinsj^ llto bnvdmvB of 
wai*. 'PIk' immiHliate stake involved i« nothing hiss than nnlioiml oxistonm', 
whilt) tin* idlimatij stake involves nolliinir Ic.'^s than eivit liberty for ^roncra- 
lions vet lo conu*. Jn tlio midst of this contest the Dcmocnilic jiarty, 
through its most nloquoni orators, muloavor to make a personal issno, 'Plioy 
propose to withflraw onr armies, lo abandon the war, and to try the ipU'slion 
whether th(‘lr candidate for govoriior has been l(?gally conviclcd as a traitor 
to his conn try. 

“ NYe arc assured by Mr, Pugh, the ])cinocralio (miididalc for lioulon- 
ant governor, who is ono of Iho most oloquont and able young men in iho 
state, that here in Ohio wo liavo been subjected to a tyranny as inlolcrablo 
as that of King Bomba rif Naples, When wt* ask for evi<len(?c of this tyr- 
anny, wo nro told llial Clomont L. Valhindighain lias b(M*ii ilh»gally con- 
victed and illegally banished ; and that if wo are fit to be free wej niiiBt slop 
and examine tlni n*cord in liis caso, and not bo turned from it b)" clamors 
aboni prost’ciuing the war, or of concluding pc'aco. And wo are told that 
if wo don't do all tliis we are hoi j dess slaves and deserve no I a: I ter fa to. 
Now, as I do not desire to bo a slave, and do not wish the ponplu tjf 1113' na- 
tive slate lo bo slaves, I will so far dejiart from 1113' usual eonrsf^ in jxditical 
discussion as tt) examine the personal issue thus made. 

‘*i had su|iposed, follow-cilixens, that nowhere in the wide world did 
people live as free from o|>prossion as in (he Slalt' of Ohio, But the Demo- 
cratic parl3' has sounded the alarm that our liberties were ji'opardiy.ixl in 
that Mr, Vallaiidigham has been, as they asscut, illegally' tonvioletl and 
banishctl. Before alluding to matters of more general interest I propose to 
consider that question, 

“The candidate of (ho Democratic party was oonvieted by a mililary 
li'ibnnal for aiding the (*noiny with whom we are at war. For this he was 
expelled beyond our lines, and was with In ^lH'^ lines of the enenyy when 
nominated for governor of Ohio, By the jndgnnuit of u military tribunal, 
composed mainly of liis political friends, approved by General IhiriiHide, Ihe 
chief military oHicor within the state, sanctioned by Judge Leavitt— a judge 



Ki'U'oU'U liv \ ulliimlii'iuiin of iln' I iiitfti Siuli-* «Mmt I , ln’ wuh run 

vioti'il (iinl Hi'iih'ttriMl [it ini|ii iMininrin iliiiiiir h\ llir iurrr\ uf rhtt 

ProMiilriil In* wiis fi«nii ini|‘nM»iiiiiriil juhI ^vui IummihI mir liiirh, 

Wliih* lliiiH ImniMlii'il ii'i u liaifi'i, \*\ inilihn^ lUr llriMu 

('latiti |iur[\ Ilf llto Sfiili^ nf Oliln MfHiiiiJurrt) rriiiii iih a raialnluiM fttr 

^nivrinur. (iial \MuanMMllr>l hi lalifi iiial r«Miliiiii llnii 1>» 

lIlIH tlinil. i*iui\ irti’J it haihir, uilll iU** rtHMIliillnl nf niir 

luilitiu, Uf' upjmuiMiu’iil nf all anti iIh' iMafJiii'riiii'hl iif tlirrxi iMi 

I iva jhiIIhu It \ tif I Im' sliih* ; iiinl I lial , h»H« ill iln* mill’ll i»f a war w iih (lii< irlirU 

lu* WJIH I'rillS irtr*<l ftf llitlill'f. 

•*Alnl ln'lt' IN Mil* liiui'Ki'M I lis| itjrl mil |ir(ui<rji lln* ls>*» jiiithr^ 'lliii 
Kninii part hi I IKi*^< iMil\ al tla* i'i*lii*l*', *rin* n»*nmruiiii* |*ari^ uliU 

III lliiWitltiiihlHluitiiMi. *riit* riiimi parl\ iiiimm i||t< ii -i^ nf ini'r\ iiu’aiiM 

111 |ii|t iltiwii till* Ii’Iii'Ih, M*Ih» I pait> hi 

tluwu Mio mUaiulHirutaiiu \ uivi wltul i't ialli M Mi»* taUi* I'lut 

ftiriii* liml I llliM iiulliih^J ii^»anr't lli»* iiMirh wIim ntii in ninn a^fuMrit llir 
j^iivarjlllirlll in (In' Wnrhl ; Iml I liinl Iiiiiiirl<ain nrrir titmni ii^'aiinl Mm 
aUtlliM'iMl'H nf Mit* ^nvi'ninii'lil, wlm an* nh liltif **' Mnwii Mm lr|ii*|i». 
I liiitl Jtn lilinllv iiiriiti'»ii «»f lln* [iior;i i <'f im iii«*iihtiri t‘f \ii h»rii*H 

arhii'Vi'tl arnl ililllriMlif's uMMi'niin* ; im ni«*hiitiii i»r iHiainial tiiiM^nri uiflmnl 
a purallt*! in Mmir Mii’ri*»»'i ; iiii pininiM* nf MippMit, im wnnl nf I'ln miraiv* 
luonl lu Mm uuii'^Umh'M unMnaUmH ; im aUuwain't* um*lu for Untuun uunt ; 
nnl a hin^li* patunlir Impt*. ll in a |nli{i nf W ]illilil|.f( nliliii|« iirrll«<a 

liniiN. ll is ilirluti'rl iiv Mm spirit nf i«*lm|)ii>n, aiiM. Imfnto (mhI, I Imtmiu ll 
nrijiliiiati'M in Mm Nitim iitiili^liianl Imh* nf Mm t'nii^liliih'tl »iMMmri(n*»t mi Im*' 
aniii'M Mu* puliliu nminifH. i appeal hi >nu if ilml is Mi*» pmp. <r wm\ in mip 
purl yiiur ;fn^t*Miihi*nt ui linn* nf urn Is Mns f|ii» t*\aiMp|n im I \t\ \\ i‘|>ih*r 

luul I'ljM.arul ilm i'll*!!! I^•iul^*l« nf Mm \\ Ini/ puil> wli»*ii (ii in iiil Ji4t'K**iih 
lliruUUsl uuUilivaUuit ; m is \i Mm uvuinpli* nf Mm Imu ^ vtf Mw» (iu^nUiimnV'' 

lli'nii)f|i visiti'il, I lliiiik, uvory i*<»ntily in tin* Nlah* lui-ry- 
wliiM'n liix iiii'fl ilia's uiTi' liuxc iiiitl i’nllMiNiitj.lir, liiil il Im 

aiiiil iilsn fliiil I lie hciiKicrtil ic incft jii^.n, whirli l■l{llull v 

iniiiicnnis, vi>ry luiKcly iilltnidnl. 'I’lii’ |ifii]i|i' wm* i<\i‘ 
(l(M)lly li1l\i(ilis In lll•ll)' linlh siilc.''. 

TiiW'linls I hr rlnsr nf Hit* I nnnitn|iiMiii*«[ Mr. 

tirnii^h I |ii'()ii)'|i (III* |■(l|lllll»lls i'<*iil I III i‘(iiinf i(“< oT I In* >1 ah* W i* 
npiikt', linn 1 1 IK nl liri' )ihirr>, in Nru ark, /.aiii'‘*v illi* ami I .uiifaH|i*r, 
Tlin meal iiiK-M wart* iinl iiiaraly iiiii**> niaatiiiKs, fail ihav wi'K'mi 
liU'Ka lliiil ii(i hliliiiin viiit'i* I'liiilil rraali all lluisi* |■|l•^•l•^[, and 
siiai'ahi'.s \vi*rc iiiiidi* rrnni .si'vi'iiil viands in lln* niifii air. aaali 
.''iiirdiiiidad hy as many us fiiuld liftir. M’liis iniliratinn nf pnli" 
lia, faaliliK was Mimawlial wriiKi'in-ii hy lln* faal llial lln* tli*iim- 
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ciaUc mootings woi’O also vevy large, aii<l the a.blost mombeis 
of that party w(!re actively engaged in tlie canvass. The “mar- 
tyr" in Canada was the heioot these meetings, and hisconipul- 
.soi' 3 ' arrest and absence from the state, but near its boidei, was 
the constant theme of complaint. It was olKscrved that the ri- 
val meetings were attended by men of both parties in nearly 
cqvvtil numbers, so that it was diflicult to lorin an opinion of 
the vosult. Mr. trough kept a memorandum book containing 
the names of the counties in the state and the osi.iniatod ma- 
joritios for oJ’ against him in each county. At niglit, when the 
ciowd.s dispensed, he would take out his hook, and, upon Iho 
information received that da}', would cliaiigo Iho oslimate 
of his inajoritie.s. In view of the enormous attendance at, and 
interest in, the Democratic mooting.s, ho was constaiil ly lower- 
ing his estimated majority on the homo vote, until (inally it de- 
clined to 0 , 000 , with tlio army vote known to be very largely in 
liis favor. At Lancaster, where ho had lived and published a 
strong Democratic paper for many years, and whore T was born, 
ho carefully analyzed liis list, and, throwing his book upon the 
tabic, emphatically said that ho would not roduco liis majority 
of tlie homo vote one vote below 5,000. 'The Democratic lairty, 
ho\vever, seemed conlidout of Yallamligham’s oloetion. The 
result was that Hrougli was elected by the uniirciiedonted ma- 
jority of 101.000, of which (12,000 was on the home vote and 
!h),000 on the vote of the soldicns in the held, they having Ihc 
privilege of voting. 

This settled oii(*c for all the position of t)hio, not only on 
the guostion of tho wav, hut on tlie detenniiiatiou of i(s people* 
to support Mr. fancolu in the use of all tho powers granted by 
tho constitution as construed by liim, and to piosocufo the war 
(0 linal SUCCOS.S. VallandigJiam remained in Canada uulil .Iitiie, 
1864, when he rotnrnod quietly to Ohio, whero he was )K'i iiiil- 
ted to fomain. His j)JC.soneo injured his jiarty. Ills ap[ie!ii- 
ance in ihe national convention in (TiiJugo in IHli'l, and iielive 
participii.tion in its j)ro(:eo(ling.s, and his support of (Icnorul 
McClellan, greatly, I think, diminished (ho chances of tho 
Democratic ticket. He died seven years later by an uocidonta.l 
W'onnd inflicted by liim.solf. 
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I liiiVtMi 1\\ uys > rh'i’t inn ill Oliiii it|)iin (In* 

i.ssiM^ ilisliiiclly lumlr, iini tnily ns In (hr [ini>fc‘nl inn nl llir \\\\\\ 
hilt in Mii|>|jnii nf (hn ninsi \ i^nncnis inrinnin-'^ In ruiMhirt il. 
luivinf>: nil iin|M»rlnnl inlhinifi' in fnvnr nf llir riiinii cniisj' 
(M|iinl In I Inti nT liny liiill In nf I hr ^^in^ Tlir rr'*nll^ iil all llii' 
alwl inns in llinsi'ViTnl sfnli*s in isi'il! urm itrri<liMll\ \irlnrir.s 
fnr I la^ I'M inn niiisi*, iiial rN[n'i-ially in Nrw ^ njK, I*miiii"\\ haiiia, 
Oliin iiial Maryliiral. 



CHAPTER XV. 

A Memoraulk Session of Conouess. 

Period of tiu* Wnr— ’ EfiVet uf tlio Pro8idt'iit’« ProrlHiiinf ion — Pevoiiru* MIH 
IJiifinlrd InttTinil Taxes and Adding Many Now OhjeciH cd 'PuNa- 

1loii — Ad{liU()md lionda Issaoil — (imionil IMospoHly in tlic North Kollowing 
till’ of iWw Fijiandat aMcnsaroH — Atd for Uw [’nion thidth* 

Ilailioml ('onuiany — Land (ji*anln U> Uio Northorn Pnrinn— Idih 
Annsnlrriiait. to tin? ('onatilnlion — Hcslgnation of Srrrrtar.v 
(Jfiasif — Aiiordoti‘ of Ooveriior 1*od of Ohio — NoniinalioiMil 
WilllaTU PcHScndni lo Snm’cd Cliasc’ — 'I'In* Iai((i*r 
Made Chief Jnstirf?— Lin(?oln’s Srcfanl Notiiinat ion — 
iOnVet. of \’alhindighniaV Ui\Holiiiion — (hairral 
ShmiiaiiV Mnreli lo Uio Sea — SjhhuhI 
SfSHioii of IImj dSth CoiJgn’HK, 

T he 38tli Congress mol, on the 7tli of Dooeinbov, 1H68. 
Tlio Members of the Houso of Reiucsenlativos vvoro 
elected in tlie fall of 1S()2, perhaps tlio diirkost period 
of tJiO war for the Union eanso. T)io ntlor failure of 
McClellan’s campaign in Virginia, the defeat of l*opo at the 
second l)att]e of Hull Hun, the joalonsios (.hen developed among 
the chief oflicoivs of tlie Union army, (he resloratioii of iMcClol- 
Jan to his command, the golden o|)porlunil,y lost liy !iim at An- 
tietain, tlio .second removal of McChdIan from conimand, the 
slow movement of Hallock on Corinlh, Ihocscaipo of Hoanre- 
gard, the seattoring ol Kailocic's inagniIi(;ont army, the prac- 
tical exclusion of Crantniul his commaml, and the c.liasing of 
Hragg and Htioll lluvnigh Koiitncky- (lieso, and otli(>r dis- 
couraging events, croatoil a doubt in tlie public mind wliellier 
the Union could bo re.storod. It hccnino known during (lie 
happening of these events that jVIr. lamioin hud diddnnim'd 
upon the emancipation of slaves in s|.a.|.cs in rebeJIion by an 
o.Kecutivo act. He .said to Iho arti.st, ]•'. H. Ca.rpenler : 

It liftd got Ui bo iiiidsiiiiiiiK*i', ISCli; lliltig.s IdkI gojui on from bitd to 
worso, ntUil 1 felt lliiU wo Imd miched tlio ,.|id of <.nr „„ ||,„ ,,1,,,, of 

operations wo had boon pursuing ; ih„t wo luul about pluyiHl (lur liisl oiird, 

(aaii) 
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nnd tMiipt oJmiign our (aclics, or Iusp tlio ^iinio. 1 now dotorminocl upon 
tho adopticm of tbo pmanctimtiori pnljoy ; and without oonsulhition witii» 
or dio of, tiio c'libiiic't, 1 [ircpurcd llio original draft of tlio 

pi*ut!!tiiiuiti()n.’' 

Of Uio cn-binct, likiv (lopvcp.atcd this policy on tho gfonnd 
tliat it would cost the aclnuiii.stvatioii the fall elections. Chase 
doubted tlio stu;(! 0 .ss of the nicasure ntul suggested another plan 
of omaiicipation, l)ut said that ho regarded this as so niuch hot- 
ter tli an ina-ction on tiio subject tliat he would give it Ins en- 
tire .support. SoAvard questioned the expediency of the issue 
of tlio proclamation at that juncture. The depression of the 
public mind consequent upon repeated reverses was so great 
that he feared the cIToct of so important a step. 

In consGcpionco of this oppo.sition, the proclamation was 
postponed. On fcho 22ncl of September, the ITesident, having 
fully lUiido up his mind, announced to the cabinet liis purpose 
to issue the proclamation already quoted. What he did, lie 
said, was after full doliberntion and under a heavy and .soknnn 
.sense of rospousibility. 

Tho o(Te<;t of this proclamation upon the ponding elections 
ill Ohio was very injurious. I was then actively oiigagefl in 
tho canvass and noticed that when 1 expressed my approbation 
of tho proclamation, it was met with coldness and silence. 
This was especially so at Zanesville. The result was the elec- 
tion in Ohio of a niajoiity of Doinocratic Membors of Congress, 
This, following the ovovwholining Republican victory in 1861, 
when Tod was elected governor by a majority of 55,203, was 
a revolution which could only bo ascribed to the events of the 
war and to the issue of tho proclamation. It may be also 
partially ascribed to the discontent growing out of tlie ap- 
pointments, by Governor Tod, of officers in the volunteers. 
The same discontent defeated tho venomiuation of Governor 
Dennison iii 1861. Such is the usual result of tho power of 
appoiiitineut, however prudently exercised. 

The House of llopreseutatives was promptly organized on 
tlio 7th of Doconiber, 1803, by tho election of Schuyler Colfax 
as speakor. The session of Congress that followed was per- 
haps the busiest and most important one in tho history of our 
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on the 30th of June, 1864, within four days of the close of tho 
session. It was greatly feared that the law would create dis- 
content, but it was received with favor by tlie j^eople, few if 
any complaints being made of the heavy burden it imposed. 
The customs duties were carefully revised, not in the interest of 
protection but solely for revenue. Nearly all the articles 
formerly on the free list were made dutialde, and they proved 
to be copious sources of revenue, e.specially the duties o)i tea, 
coffee, spirits of all kinds, wines, cigars, and tobacco in every 
form. 

During that se^ion Congress passed two important loan 
bills, which practically confided to the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury the power to borrow money in almost any form that 
could be devised. The first act, approved March 3, 1864, au- 
thorized him to borrow, on the credit of the United States, 
$200,000,000 during the current fiscal year, redeemable after 
any period not less than five yeur.s, and payable at any period 
not more than forty years from date, in coin, and hearing in- 
terest at six per cent. ])(>!• annum. It also provided for the issue 
of $11,000,000 5-20 bonds which had been sold in ex<*e.ss of the 
$500,000,000 authoriz('d l»y law. By the act approved June 30, 
1864, the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to ))orrow, 
on the credit of the United States, $400,000,000, on bonds re- 
deemable at the pleasure of tho llnited Sl ates after a po'iod of 
not loss than five, nor more than forty, years from date, bearing 
an annual interest of not exceeding six per cent., payaljlc semi- 
annually in coin. lie was authorized to receive foi' sneb bonds 
lawful money of the United States, or, at his discretion, treas- 
ury iiotcs, certificates of indebtedness or cortificatos of deposit, 
issued under any act of Congress. These bonds were similar in 
general description to tho 5-20 bonds ah'oady provided for, but 
bore interest at five per cent, instead of six. 

By these measures the yjeoplo of the Ibiited Stales had 
placed in the power of the governmont almost unlimited 
sources of revenue, and all necessary expedients for bon-owing. 
Strange as it may appear, under tlm operation of these laws 
the country was very prosperon.s. All forms of industry hit.li- 
erio conducted, and i!>any others, were in healthy operation. 
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Labor was iu great cleniancl and fully occupied. This will 
account for the pivssago of several laws that would not be 
justified except in an emergency like the one then existing. 
Among these was an act to encourage immigration, approved 
July 4, 18(14. This act grew out of the gj'cat <leniaud for labor 
caii.sed by the ab.sence of so many men in the army. A com- 
mis.sion of immigration was provided. Immigrants were au- 
thorized to pledge their wages, for a term not exceeding twelve 
months, to repay the expense of their immigration. Those con- 
tracts were declared to be valid in law and might he enforced 
in the courts of the United States cjr of the several states and 
torritovios. It provided that no inimigi'ant should bo compul- 
sorily enrolled for military .service during the exi.stiiig in.sur- 
roction, unlc.s.s such immigrant voluntarily renounced, luidor 
oath, his allegiance to the country of his birth, and declared 
his intention to become a citizen of the United States. This 
law could only be justilied by the condition of affairs then 
existing. 

Another law, alike iudefcn.siblc, but considered important 
at the time, regulating the .sale of gold, was apiiroved Juno 17, 
18(14. ft declared unlawful a contract for tho ]nirclui.se or sale 
and delivery of any gold coin or bullion, to bo delivered on any 
day subsecpient to tho making of the contract. It also forbade 
tho purchase or sale and delivery of foreign exchange, to be de- 
livered at any time beyond ten days subsequent to tho making 
of such contract, or tho making of any contract for the sale 
and delivery of any gold coin or bullion, of which the person 
makiiig such contract was not at the time of making it in 
actual possession, ft also declared it to he unlawful to make 
any loans of money or currency to be repaid in eoiu or bullion 
or to make any loan of coin or bullion to be repaid in currency. 
All these provisions wei’o made to prevent what were rngarded 
as bets on the price of gold. This law, however, proved to bo 
ineffective, a.s all such laws interfering with trade and specula- 
tion must be, and was soon repealed. 

The national banking act, which passed at the previous ses- 
sion, was carefully revised and enacted in a now form, and it 
still remains iu force, substantially unchanged by subsequent 

S .-21 
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laws. By this new act the office of comptvollcv of tho cur- 
leiicy was created. Ujider its provisioji.s, aided by a heavy ta.'i 
ou tliG circulating notes of state bank.s, such banks were con- 
verted into national banks upon such conditions as secured the 
payment of their circulating notes. 

The linancial measures, to which T have referred, were the 
work of the committees of ways and means of the House and 
on finance in the Senate. They occupied the chief attention of 
both Houses, and may fairly be claimed by the members of 
those committees as successful measures of the highest impor- 
tance. I was deeply interested in all of them, took a vci-y 
active part in their prepaiutiou in committee, and their conduct 
in the Senate, and, with tho other inembei-s of the committee, 
feel that tho mctismes adopted contributed largely to the final 
triumph of the Union cavise. Certainly, the full power of the 
I’nitod States, its credit and the property of its peo])lc were by 
tlicse laws intrusted to the executive auHiovities to suppress 
the rebellion. 

In addition to military and (inainrial measures, that scs.sion 
was iH’olihc in ?nany other nieasure.s (jf [jriniury importance. 
The Union Paciiic Uailroad C'onii)any, which had been char- 
tered by the previous Congre.ss, found itself unable to proceed, 
and appealed to C’ougre.ss for additional aid. 'This was granted 
by the act of July 2, 18G4. Under this act, the first lieu of the 
United States for bonds advanced to the company, provided for 
by the act of 181)2, was made subordinate to the lien of tho 

bonds of the company sold in the market a fatal error, which 

led to all the serious complications which followed. The pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the first mortgage bonds of tho coinpany, with 
a portion of those issued by the United States in aid of the com- 
pany, built both tho Union and Cciitral Pacific, so that the con- 
structors of these roads, who wcremaiulydirectorsand managers 
of the company, practically received as profit a lai’ge portion of 
the bonds of the United States issued in aid of the work, and 
almost the entire capital stock of the company. If the act had 
been delayed until after the war, when the securities of tho 
United States rapidly advanced in value, it could not have 
pa.ssed in the form it did. 'The coiKstruction of the road was 
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The following lottei- of Seovet-ary Chase shows the extremity 
of the measures deemed to be necessary at this period of the 
war *. 

Tki:asuuy Dhi’autmknt, May ‘^0, 1804. 

My DkauSiu:” [ irKjIuso two drafts of a natioiml hawk tnxatini) 
uUiusy - one marked ‘A^’ providing tov tlio i^nuopriation of tlio wlioie tax 
to tlio payment of interest or principal of the jmblic debt and repealing tlie 
real estate direct tax law, and anotlier marked “ B,’’ dividlnjr tlio proceeds of 
the tax between the national and the loyal states. In either fonn tlio ulauso 
will be vastly more bonefioial to tho country than in tlie form of tlio bill, 
whether original or amondod. 

I iiImi inclose u draft of a sectiou providing for a tax on banks not 
national in the inionial rovonuo act. It substantially restates tlie House 
pnjjKJsition Hiniting it to banks of tho states. Some discrimination in favor 
of the national system wliich affords substantial support to the government 
as com[>an'd with the local system, which circulates notes in cumpelitlon 
witli those issued by the government, seems to mo iiidisponsably nec(»ssary. 
[t is i!mios‘<ible to prevent the <lepreeiation of the mirreiicy unless Coiign*ss 
will assume its c«»n>titiilioiial function and control It; arnl it is Itlh* to try tn 
rtiakt' Inaiis nn!c>> H«nrgrcss will give the necessary support to the public 
cr*‘dit. I am now cinnprllcfl to ad'erlise for :i loan of tiftv millions, and, to 
a\oid iis far as prai*tical)lc the oils of sales bi'low par, iniisl olfer the imig 
iKrihb of '.si. shonhl the pro\i>iijns I ask bu be saiiclioinsl, I simll antic- 
ipate a satisfaiUorv premium. Should they bi‘ deiiiiHl, I riiav still b(* able 
to negotiate one loan <m j<rctly fair terms; but I dread the elfects on future 
loans. 

Hitherto 1 have been able to maintain tlie public credit at the best 
poitits jmssible with a surcharged circulation. My ability to do so is due 
mainly to the legislafion of the session of Iki. I must liavo further leg- 

Islation in the .same direction if it is desired to maintain that ability. 

Vonrs truly, S. V, On ask. 

I Ion*. Jc»hn SiiKKUAX. 

A few (lays before tho close of the session, on the 2Dth of 
June, 1K()4, Mr. Chase tendered his j’o.signation as Seeiotary of 
tho Treasury. 'J’his created quite a sensation in political cir- 
cles. It was thought to he the cnlmiimtion of the feeling 
crc'atod by the iioinination of Lincoln and the alleged rivalry of 
Chase, but the statements made in the “History of Tiincoln,” by 
Xicoluy and Hay, and the “ Hiography of Chase,” by Schnekers, 
clearly show tliat the cause of the rcsigtiatioji arose long a)i- 
tcrior to thi.s event and gradually produced a condition of 
affairs when either ilr. Lincoln hud to yield his power over 



** \"nui imi of ihr nfllfr uf \ of lln* *rii’UHHr\, M*iii im* 

yi'H(iMihiv« I. nf ttll I iiii\r Miiil in of \miu- ulijllu 

iumI I iuivo iioiliiiio ht tiii- .iu mill \rl viiu mill 1 Im^i' uniplnM) i\ |mmiii 

of iHMliml (Hiilim I it^'^iiKHit ill iinr otllrlul loljitioii wliirli it hpimiis I'liiinol ho 
tlViTroiiio ol‘ |iillj(ol‘ Mtl^liiilH’il I'inr •i**l iMit I V willi llio ‘-oivIim*/* 

imminalluii of l>ii\i»l nf nhiu, ns Srcn'lnry tH llip 
M’ri‘iisnrv Insiu'rrrd Ml*. ('Iin -r, s\ n s mil ui-ll irroisni in fillml 
lluusn. ir III*' .Mi'inlHMM hint Kmiun Tnil n * urll u ^ I did, llir\ 
Wtndil Krniuu tlial Im uir^ linl tmly n pcind ..tiny irilnr, 

hill it sniimh nhlr. c*niiM*r\ at i\ t* husiiirr s man. hill\ rnm|ii*ltnil 
In diMil uiili llm«.(rnai tdlin^ Inr whirli In* was mnniniilr'd, ||i 
dprlinalinn, lmut*vt*r, pnwnidiMl a. c*nnl ni\ nr.^y wliirh wmdd 
luiVM iii'ini iiijui’inuH, wlutliwnr miKid lin\n hntni tin* rrMili. An 
iLimadtiin r!'i*t|mndly (tdd liy liiiii tuny, pinluip'. nsphiin his 
immintLlimi. 

Wlani In* was tdridml iJoviM imr nf nhin, In* w <*iil fn Whisliiii^r 
lull In sat* Mr. Ifitnadli, In tind nul, aa In* .saiil, whal a hr|addi' 
nan rrasidani wainlial n I )r*nnirrnl ic* ( hi\ t*j*nnr of Oliin In do in 
aid ni I hn Ininii ran r. Iln I'altrd al I hu \\ Itili* IlniiNu, sonl 
in hi * nird» a ml wiis inff^nniMl llnii. tin* Ihrsiilanl wa^ nnpiiprd, 
hill dnsirml vary miirh t u ^ an ( lnM*)*mir Tnd. a ml in\iiarl hiln tn 
rail that aNaninp at r (M*lnrk. I'niin|itly nii lima (invarmir 
Tnd aallad and was iishansl inin (In* nmin wliara, hir tin* (iiol 
linn*, In* saw Mr. I linanln. M at nal sa Ini at inns had saar i*aly haan 
(^\alain;4ad hahii a I In* a iimmiiapiiiani wns inadr* lhal |iii\id K. 
(Mrllarwasal llu^dnnr. Mr. Iiim*n[n a >Kad I lia pu\ atiinr if In* 
had any nhjaalinn In (*nilti»r Imarinr^ llndr ialK. Tin* inwanmi* 
said mi, llial rnrHi*r wasaii (dil rriam) and law pailnm nf Id's 
Snnii allar (nwarunr X\a id Niwada wa* a n nniim*i'<l. Tin* 
sann* iin|niry was nnnla amt answf*iad. and Nya jninad Ilia 
pari y, and in I ha >aim* w a \ Sam. I iaiittsva \ , nf ( )|iin, a nd a fa nnniH 
jnlvr^rlrnlM Naw ^ nrk, wln>^i* naim* I dn m«l i(M*alh t‘iuiia im 
Tlmn j.'rnupr'd arnniid tin* talilr*, Nyi* latl ntr with a iMMinimiiH 
dasri Ipl inn nf lifa in I la* iniiias in | In* narl) da\s nf I ‘nlihiriiia. 
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and tlio others contributed anecdotes, Ininior and fun, in which 
liincoln took the lead, “and 1” (a^ Tod told the story), “not to 
1)0 bchindliand, told a story;” and so tho hours flew on with- 
out any mention of the grave matters ho expected to discuss 
with the President. \Yhon the clock announced the hour of 
eleven, Mr, Lineohi said he )nadc it a habit to retire at eleven 
o’clock, and, turning to Tod, said: “Well, Governor, wo have 
not had any chance to talk about the war, but w'e have had a 
good time anyway; come and see mo again.” lb then dawned 
upon the governor that this little parley of kindred spirits, all 
friends of his, were invited by the President to relieve him 
from an interview about tho future that would be fruitless of 
results. Keithcr could know' w'hat each ought to do until 
events pointed out a duty to be done. luncoln loiew that I'od 
Wius a famous story toller, as were ail the others in tho i>ai ly, 
and availed liimsclf of the opiiortunity to relieve liis mind 
from anxious can'. 

(iovornor 'I'od lold me this anecdote and related many of 
the slories told at that symjto.siiiiu. 

The nomiualion of William P. Pe.'^sendon as SecretiHT of 
Die 'rreasury wa.s a natural one to bo made, and received the 
cordial sniii>ort of the Members of the iSenato, oven of tho.se 
who did not like his occashmal ill temper and bitterness. 
And hero I may lU’operly pause to notice the traits of two men 
with whom I was elo.<ely identilied in public life, and fovwlunn 
I had the highest ])crsomil regard, although they widely dif- 
fered from each otliei’. 

Mr. Fe.ssenden was an able lawyer, a kerni incisive speaker, 
rarely attempting rlietovie, but always a master in clear, dis- 
tinct statement and logical a)gument. He bad been for a 
number of years dyspeptic, and tliis, no doubt, clouded his 
temper and caused many of the bitter things he said. When 1 
entered tho Senate, 1 was, at his rerinest, placed on the com- 
mittee on tinance, of which he was chairman. He was kind 
enough to refer to my position in the House as chairman of 
the committee of w'ays a)ul means, and my action thci'o, and to 
express the hope that I would he able to aid him in dealing 
with financial questions, in which he had had no training and 
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but little interest. I accepted Mio jiositiou with pleasure, find 
in general cooperated with him, though on many ijnportant 
subjects wc widely differed. His appointment as Secretary of 
the Treasury left me chairman of the committee on linanco, 
but my interconr.se with him continued while he was secretary. 
During the short period in which he held that oilice, I had 
many conferences witli him in rospccd. to pending questions. 
When ho returned to the Senato, on the 4th of March, IHlio, he 
re.su]nod hi.s old place ns chainnan of the cominittoo on Jinance, 
and conl.inued in that position nearly Hvo yeans, wlnm, his 
health becoming more feeble, ho resigned his membensliip of 
that committee, and T again l.ook his place as chairman and 
hold it until appoinicd Se<n’otary of the 'rroaaui’y in 1S77. His 
lioalth continued to fail and lie died at rorthutd, Maine, Sep- 
tember 8, 18(b). 

With Mr. Chase I had but little acquainianco and no 
sympathy during his early political career. Hi.s edition of tho 
“Statutes of Ohio” wjus his fii-st work of any importance. Ho 
was at times supposed to bo a Whig and thou again classed as a 
Democrat. Later ho became a member of the nal.ioiuil con- 
vention of Fi’eo SoiIoz'.s hold at Duffalo, Angu.st 1), 1.S48, over 
which he presided. This convention was compo.sod of dele- 
gates from cigliteen states, and included in its active mem- 
hers many of tho most omim'iit Wliig.s and Democrats of a 
former tinio. It nominated Martin Van Duron for the Ib'csi- 
ileiicy, and Charles I'Vancis Adams for Vico JTesident. (ion- 
eral 'faylor, tho nominno of the Whig-party, was elected Presi- 
dent, but Mr. Van Duron received 25)1,34 2 votc.s, ))oing nearly 
one-eighth of the whole ninnbor of votes cjust. 

It so happened that when the Ohio logislatnre mot in Do- 
ce.inbor, 1H18, it was {composed of an cqua.l nnmbor of Whigs 
and Democrats and of two mombevs, 3'ownsond and Morso, 
who classed thcmsG]ve.s as Free Soiloi’s. They practically dic- 
tated the election of Mr. Cliaso as Dnitcd States Sonatoi-. 'I'licy 
secured hi.s election by an understanding, express or imjiliod, 
with the Democratic mcmber.s, that they would vote for Demo- 
crats for all the numei’ous offices, which, under the consti- 
tution of the state as it then .stood, were appointed by the 
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lo|{isIii.l till’. 'I'lii.s anil Hull* so-riilliMl cri'uli'il ntnunf^ 

Ihi' \Vliij^s a pri'jiitlicr aj'aiii.st (‘Iuihi'. IIuI i'VchIh in 

CniiKii'SH, i's|i('riiill y Min lu-l lln« MinHiiuri (‘nni|irii- 

iniHc, pnu'liciilly ilisMilvi'il rsi.slin^ parlinn, iimi Infl Mr. I’Iiuhi* 
ill llin vimlnKi' Ki'iniml nf Imvinp: rn.'iiHliMl llii.s ini'iiHiirn wilii 
lij'iiiticHH. Jlo ivuM niiivcrHitlly r<*f,!:ar<li»t| n tnini nf iitarl((*<l 
iihilily and IkhichI- in liis rnnvicliiiiiH. In llin l•|(*(■iion fni' 
Mt'HiliarH Ilf Ciini^ri'.Hs in iHrii, lii* Hiiiipnrlnd wlail wi'i'o known 
iiH llu' alii i-Ni'ltrasl<ii candidaicH, and, no donld, ronl rilniind (o 
llinir t'li'clion. Wlmn In* was noininalod for ^ovi'nim*, 1 was 
nalaially liroiiKhl. into friniidly ri'liilions with him, and (hoso, 
as lima advann'd, worn cordial and intiinali'. Onr cnrrosjiond- 
nncn was rri'niiont, mostly of a pi'raonal characU'r, and onr 
iiiliinacy conliniiod wliilo la* livoci. When lio was Socrolary of 
Iho Trcitsiiry I was frotpicnily <-on.snUi'd hy him, ami had, ns I 
liolinvo, liis onliro conlidonco. I liiivo a f-croHl. nmiilmr of lolli'i.s 
rrom liini wriiloii ihirinr; Hail period. 

In Seplcinlier. Istll, Mr. (“Imsi* was my /'iic'sl al Mnnslicid 
for a day or I wo. He was e\ ideni ly t•e^.l le,*.*. and uneasy as In 
lli.s fill are. I spoke In Itiin alioiil I he po.silioii id chief jn.slice, 
ri'cenlly madeMicaiil liy the dealh of 'ratiey. He .said il was 
a po.silioa of eminence lliiil oimhi In. satisfy the amliilinn of 
nayoni', hai forwhicli few men were iitled. Huily in (ictolier 
I received a letter from him which shows he was actively eii 
gaped in Iho canvios, and that the (*ominon helief Hint he did 
not. di'sirn the election of .Mi'. Hincoln was without foundation. 
Ho wrote lus foiiow.s; 

LurinNiir r, nolnluM* 

Mv UlsAlt Silt: Sm|||i« iUi\h tviiiro I ihi' \ nf ihoMiih' 

coiitnil rciMiiiiiUHt* lliiil ( wtiiiltl* iri far m Hi) tin* 

Wllirll ill IlHullit lliui til I *l*»»*l It* t Hi**. Si‘i*|IJ|' 

|l(tW(<Vl«r, lIllU ilt« lliul ll(*(i*riMil|t‘i) Im IUppI flii*lll ) m t>t trijtirMlh 

from (illior (|iiiirlnrH (o ilimi ulmi I i miiIiI, *riit< rlttvi itiiiiinthMii | 
liiul lliiil \u' Nvonlil fin) in iinv nf \\i\h Iriiio, pm mtit tti> 
liH I wiiM loiivin^^ C^iiioiitiitili fnr N»-u Alliun\ Ihm (•‘riilnv h ua-. rhrn htn 

lu(o (o rroall iny own ii[i|itiiiiniirMi^’. ami. nf rninf^f, ( l^-ut Mun^hi l«l. 

I hhimlii !»• io In* ilioro; Iml ro^rol tlo^ iiii|H»<^<^iliiht \ nf ii ili.* 1 
I hIiouIiI not nii*o1 von. I inn mnllv jkIu'I \*»ii lu*- U* 1 Mgi.m^i.riri. 

'riin olortion ofduv. Morlnn in of ytmi impnifaiiro I .\ii»l. iltoti. 

OdlfuXi I fiuil nioni unxionn for loin. I littpo ruti in tli^vitiot. I 
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wiLiitril hi \ Imt wiiM til nlliiM' |iail '4 ctf liiiliiniih iiiitl uit^ Itifi 

hn rliiiiiri* (it it arli it till tliis \\iM*k ; \\tiii*h lio tti nliiii iit iiiil of 

StrviMi^i'ii >ui<l iluii I h|M-jiU lii'it* h I ijim 4 ti\v (.MniMlm)) lual 

'I'nr'^iluN nii’.lit in ^ 'm\ iii^* tnh. 

'I'ln'ii' lm^* lii'i'ii 4t \ri\ Inri'i' iiriMtintiliiliiin Ilf tii'iips liiMi’, fi»r Shi'rniiui, 
(’ill. i IlilttllUitlil ti’li'ijl *1 1'li^^'l Hii* ili*|iaHlllrlit 111 Wa^-liillii tnii M-vli*|t|ilV llltll. 
ri uniiMUiiraMiiii'i 111*111^1 iii»\v ii* Ntt^^ln illt* hi Alliniln, lir rntihl 

Mt'ialiiiK tlii'hi fiii'Withl intiiiCilitilrl v ; iiml ilniilitli iIim niiiv k*ini«iit 
will lii't'iti ti MiiiM 1 4 1\\ , I r<in|M lit iiiah* t/t»n lUii''! Iii'iiilil\ nh liis H|i|r||t|iil Miir 
i-i'Ms thus fur uMi) Mil iIm* I'l'itniiilv llmt im rjltirl will In^ to tiuiiiiltiiii 

lit lln* liii'li'”’* |iM’‘-.ili|i- |iiiihl of ••lUi'li'iir S . 

*ri|i*h' ii|i|<i‘iU * hi III* fin liiltli ill tlu' It'jiiiil Ilf II rciMjiri III h 1 ' liHi\ i'liMMil 
ill ail) Ilf Slii'i ii lull Im 'rc'iiin*: it. Mm I mu I'S | in lit imi i'* Im* ii jiiiiiit 

litMMinl A liiii;'il< III v\)m«ii* |Iii*ii* jiio itiij m ii tuiit *,ill Uiiil»'>. iiiul }ii« iitlohil'* 
I'fM II) iiiii*'. tldiii'i* i}itiiM;>li Kiio\\i)li'. •‘^11 1 Iriii II liMin mio vJin mn*}il to 

KtloU ; lint il*ill t llinlrt >||(I||| if. / tftfm* •■n'lll*! liiililM Uiillil till' 

INUI‘I||\ 

W t* llltll 11 i^|ili'iiilii I iim tihj< 111 Aiiimii \ i'*<t oif ill > iiml inir fiiniilN iiif 
i'oiliii l«'llt Ilf t iio . Mmtiin'^^ ii* rln'tiiMi. M'linir iiln of |ii’o|i|i« i«ffit»t| iii ii 
|iMiiiiii^ hill) to |ii*ar ttio anil ti«i\. I.an<« talK lo tlimii. ami |»iiiri«inM|i i m 
inotn i*a) in* t uttmitiuii I or \\ il im <^tiL It \\ ill •.fiat ifv \i«ti, I iiiiiMiio. hi 
liMtisv llmt I i«*i‘i’iM\\\ liMM'N or I j/o« itfiri|iii\oral iiiiiiiifi '‘till ioii«i of a |iM|inlar 
t'niiili|iMi«*i' mill a|i[ihM'iatitiu, wlnoli I tliil imt Hn|i|iti*‘r* I I'tl. 

M"lii‘h* 1*1 iim 1 imu till* ^li^^liti’Tit iiiiotn taint \ almiit flu* H' t^loiHimi of Mi\ 
l.ihoiilii. Till* Mills i|iii**»iimi ios liy ns hat |io|inhir am I SNiiat r In’toia I iiia jm it \ , 
(loi) toll lailh nius III* SM ih'iMhivo in to Inin onoin lio|fo of itOipllinti to 

I lr*'|iuii ! 

\‘iin lO’h ulimil Mr. Ki*' ’ oihIoii'm loiiniinin^i in iho ralniiol. Ili* nmH It a 

ramlulato fm h’i'liTtimi to tin* Sriialo ; iiiut If mu* fill nniI! Inivi* Inn 

|ih''‘'i'iit jiMif ill Nluirh, or ntMiiior if riii'iininlaiii o'l alhiw. lli* lia*' Iti*ii in 
rmiiiiiniiitMi ion nniIIi nio ^>ini'o hr fooK rhaijins uml in oiriv *ilr|i, with jtrt 
liiijri niiti n1t}4lil i'M'r|ilioM» lin jniltniiinit ha^* roih'**[ionih-i| with iiiinr. l|r 
arm ni<vt*r.il ni ittiTi miNv in ijiiitr a ililTriml li{i'hl fimn that in w hirh thrs 
ll|i|ii'airil to him whrii hriiator. Mr Nvmthl now, for i' i^anijilr. n«ri/nr//y 
jiin’f Noiir |nn|iir-^il ioii fm a liras s (ii»>i i innniit in^.' Cm iijitm all iintiafioniil rir* 
rnlatimi. Ami hr n iiimr than jml la* i’* Nmv ^onirimio in lii‘< a|i|iii*i*ialiii}| 
of till* iiiiJiirinr VNoiii of or^rudi/afiiiji anil t*(Tri tiNr m ittifs {•* hr ronini in 
t hr i|i*|oi| I iiiriit. 

Iliiu Miinalls air rsriitn rmilii inini^ iiiv sirW'i iri to tin* vafnr of ioijil, 
roJii I >iiri*i I with n.iliiiiial rntlrtirs** Ihiw rh*ui il i'» imw that if ('i»tnMi"'i hai| 
roiiir hiihils hi tin' art of niaihnl lir n Jiiiiiiut t\ r tii\afio|i on all nmi iiatlniiul 
riM’iihilimi ami Jinal |iiohihMioii tifin a ft*w \ratn,r ii\ rwo or at nnrt thtrr 
I'ohl NMinhl now huNr hrrii at lint liioio than Nfls |•<n i imiI. |iiriMinin iiml lliat 
maiiii|itiiiri of u|in'ir jiasnirrifn iiiii*iif hiiNr horn rJtn f«-i| N.iihin a \rar. 
1 tiii' t Mil* tM'Vl non Nsill witni-**ii hnlilrraml hrllin hn'r lulntn. It smI] hr 
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i*f Ni»lir i»l ihut \iO( *(1 rUtttIv ^•J|\\ juii) )n»)iti> riillnurtl 

t)ir I'iUh t*f ; ^t*l ti-ifiiinU H'* I tiln^rlN 

■Mil Im* rtnifiM n-il a iiataui timti a Inilv Matidihi) and I Miiiml 

rurn‘ia*\» N inn * jin''4 trnh. 

1'. t’llAM. 

1 1«»\. .Inn s Sn* i:'i \ s, 

AfhM* (he rlrriiuh lii« wrnir nn* llic' fnlhiwiu^t lrl|pl\ in 
uliirli lip rrfiTic’il In (III* n|i|n»iiii uirul of M rlunf jiislirn, with 
Mil midiMil di'siir Inr llir nllitM*: 

Tim NAVI, No\iMuUi'r ISUI. 

My In An Siu: 'rin* {ai|irrf« »«hll Mtaln \mu an' in WuMliin^lnii, | mn 

V(lml tif In and lio|u' vnu niiiy In* idilt' t«» ii'ndnr J4 ««h 1 irt' Iti iMir friiMid* 
]*'i<h»'i‘iidiHi, *riin laf*U c»r |»ro|mniivr n n*|i«itl in nu li^di* nin*. At Iciiwl it 

nlvvava ininlr \nr hnvimU iilitl Kivp ia1<* May tii' lliid ii MitTi' didivnr 

Miii'i' fniMi tin* lidair, 

Allw'l latiF rnnn la iur allniil idmul m n \ lliiiivc* \\)iit*h I'linci'rii 

inn Vnlatr (n tiir Mii'iiht risil t>ii tlm liriirii ; Inil I lidln hrrd In 

ini\ <«r tlifin. M\ irnri* In WirliiiijMnn laii^dit inn Imw litii n| iidili* 

fiin\ mn. If ) lii .n an> iliih'H to llin of i>|iiiii(in, Mr. I jfirnlli 

nnihl I II* Mil i'lli'd tliul III iii tinv nn (In' r\|ur *M‘d in \oi|v Irllrr , In* 

will )jm I* tlir aliiMi't, d iiot i|nifi\ liii.iniiin >ii‘< up|»i<i\al of fltn I niiai nirii 
I IlfiiUi' liiHlf llu' riaihliv. I " |ir,‘ • |||> >I«||| ill put ii'in'r/' Uinl ll|Of« 

nntlini}‘. 

If |l ilnl not f t . in Im nn* a 'iill id nididn .n V hiidluU t<<unM»in< 

tin* i*li{ditr' I iii’t'ii'>ii«ii to > IV ilial I ’ riln it m loi-n .i* K Mirli an appnilll Int«li1 

llii a fa \ nr nr it*> a i runi d f*it pi i)il i« a I ' i i <. n i , I ' lion Id tanv In' mi |n \ a> 

In \\‘in'lnnt.d'*n I'nt I tlniiK it din* U* mv *11 vm II *i . In iIm' I'n- idi*nl tn 
llWIlit Ilia drrii‘»ii*ti ln*li’ . diiiiitdn d appoinl.il I Impi* tlti* apj nnitiinnil udl Im 
riiu^idt'md ll^ luialf* finin tin' i iinnti\ al la|o»< i.ifln l flam Im'Iii t Hiin aintin. 
Mv Ii’V^hI h’^adiMM** i»» lim** , Imt nn .n Inal dtiuia dr i" *fdl lu llio Hi^lrinl, 

|'1ril'*n wrih* ini', if N nit t'lili, wlnMi ()<* ) *i r'tilonl will ind. 1 ot tnn 
luinvv (nn Imwllit* inilitai\ inid poltfiiad ji*‘p» at \V irliinr (nii iipprar In 
\nM. Wi* arlni*\«'tl u ydtnaar poUti, al \ a f •»! s , \v Inrli mn*’t ld'‘^dlv 

Iltdp niir inditars pin^| and pi* diditn * . 

Mr, Milli*r lari jii*t »‘niiH’ in an*l ‘.m*- In* fo \VM*)imid4*n U» iiipjld. 

I lud la* «•nunl lii'fitn* I la’ittim, ( '**lnMd*l li.m* -paii-l vi«n 1 |iim Irt h-r ; n|]|v* 
ll'*ldll^ liilll In Jindii* \rjli.dlv fla- iiMpnin | }ui\*' jir I *•( ijnvMi ; Itiit I udi 
Mrinl it SNilli *' hmnwit n •^pri'lfnlh ►oin it* d. 

Vnnrn \ n \ i rndiidU , 

P, 

IIhn. .1 • HI N ^n I i;m s, 

I'iiirly in I )i‘n'iiil.rr I rcrcivi'il tin* following Inllcr. wliicli in- 
dinilcs very cU-iiiiy tliiil. .Mi', riimtu wius au\iniis for I lu* 
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of diief jusfcico, and wished liis appointment made, if at all, 
})eforo liis an ival in Washington : 

Cm-:vki,ani), DociMulK'r ii, 1804. 

iMv Dkaii. Siii: Yours of tlio 27th of Novum bor reaolied me I hub to* 
tlay. Vustenhiy I fulfilled iiiy .'ippointincnt to muko an address on tlie dodi* 
uatioii of the eolle^e edifioc' rocontly erected at Afount Union, undor tho 
patronage of the Pittsburg, cottferonce of tlio Methodist eliuirh. A miinbur 
of loading men of the denomination were ]n‘eHeni and assvwed me of tins 
profound wislu's of themselves and the most influential men of the conne,etion 
b)r Illy a|)pointinent. 'Plu^se indiu'd seem to bo nu'versal I’Xeept witli an 
ineonsiflerable niimbt*r wluim various eirnmnstaiices have made unfriemlly 
pursonally. So (fmt i (tannoi dnn)>< that tiie President’s adherence lo his 
declanjd intention is more iiriportaiil to our cause and to his adiniiiistrafion 
tlian it is to me personally. Not to be a])]K)intcd after siieh deelaralions 
and such expressions would, no doubt, be a mortification ; but it would not, T 
think, b(^ any sijrions injury to ine. 

J expeet to be in Washington, Tui'sday or \V<;dn<‘sday. I should have 
been lliero long siinje had this ajipointment been dotermined oithm* way \ 
Iml 1 must eomo now. My personal duties, iiiiconmaded witli it, have 
rcMjuirial and now recpiirc my attention, and though I haled to come before I 
know tliat (hgie renuiiiis nothing lo hope or fear conemning it, 1 must. I 
will be at the Coutluental, Philadelphia, Tuesday mo ruing. 

(^ur nows from 'I’cnnossee is imporlanl and encouraging. GaiTiold’s 
su(ji:ess against J‘’orrcst was brilliant. ] hopo 'i'honias will succeed ns well 
anainsl Hood. 

Cceneral Slionnan must now bo near flie coast. His eiitorprisi* is full 
ni ha/arti, but a hazard wisedy incurred as it seems to nu*. I ardently hopo 
that ‘out of tin' nt>tth\ danger, he will ])luck the flower, suhdyJ 

Our majority on tho presidential election in Ohio turns onf much less 
than 1 anticipated. It will hardly, if af all, exceed fifty thousand. 

Faithfully your.s, 

.S. P. CriASK. 

Hun. John Siiichman. 

Wliou 1 rehii nocl to Washington :it tlie bogiiiniiig of the 
next session 1 called upon tlic President and voconiinoiidod the 
iippointmont of Mr. Chase. We had a l)i Lef convorsetioii upon 
11)0 .sulijoct in -which he aslccd mo pointedly tho question 
whether if (tliase wes appointed he would be s!i.tislied, or 
whether he would iin mediately become a candidate for Ib'csi- 
dont. 1 told bim 1 thought the appointment to that great oflico 
ought to and would satisfy his amhition. He tlion told me 
that he luid dotermined to appoint him and iiitondod to send 
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the Hoyihiv.vttou to the S:5cnato that clay and he did so, Deceiul^er 
G, 18()4. After Mr. Clm.se had become cliicf justice he still had 
a liogoring interest in the financial 2 )olicy of the country. On 
March 1, 186.5, 1 received from him the following letter. 'J'h.at 
portion which refers to the legal tender laws will naturally 
excite some interest in view of his decision against the power 
of Congress to make the notes of the United States a legal 
tender. He wrote: 

At IloMi:, Mil roll 1, ItSOri. 

My Dkar Siu : — More to fuHill ii (iroiiii.se than wifli the hope of 
sorvioo 1 write this note. 

Your speedi on tlio fi nances is excel I on t. Tliero aro ono or two points 
on wliicli T simll express niysolf otiicrwiso ; but, in tlio main, it carnninnds 
the fullest assent of iny jiul^nieiit, 

V<nir a[iprociation of tin* nirrenev fpiostlon exactly corresponds with 
niy own ; only 1 won hi not ^Ive up tlie national enrroney oven if we nnibl 
fMidnre for years dejuvciatioji throiioli the issues of state banks befon? 
rid of tlieni. 

'f'lio clause in the as it came fr(>ni tbc House, iiiijiosin^ a la.v of 
fen per cent, on all notes mj( auihorr/eil by Congress wliicli nuiy bi! paid r)nt 
after this year by any bank, whether stale or national, will do niuch towards 
rnakinix our curnmey sound, 

1 will britilly indicau* what 1 sijouhl preb*r and wiiat 1 should niusi 
zeahmslj' labor to have sanclionetl by Congress if 1 were at the IumuI of the 
tn^asiiry department. 

1. Lot the monthly tax on state bank cireulutlon be iueveased to one- 
half of one per cent. 

2. ih'ovide that any bank may pay into tbc national treasni \' the aniounl 
of its circulation in (niited vSlaies notes or national cnrrency and that on 
such payment the bank making* it shall be oxenipt from taxation on 
cireniatinn. 

3. Pi'ovide for the application ti» (he n'dmnpiirni of the circulation 
repu'semte.d by such |iayjiients, of (he Unih*{l States notes or natiomd 
currency so paid in. and strictly jiroliibit the paying out of such notes for 
any other purpose. 

This measure contemplates : 

1. An exoiiisive national (mnenev. 

2. Heliof of the s(ato banks from taxation upon eironlalion which tlu'v 
cannot gel in, 

3, I he aSxSuinption of the duty of re<lemption bv (ho national (nuisui’v 
with means pnnuded by tlm state banks. 

4, Reduction in tiie amount in oircuhition while the payments into tho 
treasury aro being made and opportunity of some provision "for redem])tion 
which will not again increaso it. 



'1. Diminulioii of iiiilioiiiil oxpendituros find jiossiblo iirresl of the in- j 

croiiso of nntiuiiiil tlolH. 

Half iiionsuros are bettor than no inesisniv.s ; but tlioronyli inoimuros 
are beat. 

I will only add, that while I Imvo never favored leiral teinler laws in [; 

lii'inoiplo, and never eonseiitod to them exoe[>t uniter iinperioiiH noeossily, T 
yet thinlc it unwise to pruhibit the itinking of any of the treasury notes 
authorized liy the bill now before Congress legal tenders. 'J’iie oonipound 
interest legal lender notes have then fuKilled all iny expeelalions for their 
issue and use ; and may be made most useful helps in grailnal ri'dnelion of 
the volume of cirenlation by substituting ihein for legal tenilcrs bearing no 
interest. 

[ uannot elaborate this now. You will see how the thing will work 
without an 3 ' suggestion of mine. Faithfully your friend, 

S. P. CtiAsn. 

Hon. John Siikuman. I 

From Dij' long and intimate acquaintance with Chief Jus- \ 

tice Cha.so I am quite sure that the duties of the great oflice he : 

tlien held wore not agreeable to him. llis life laid been a politi- 1 

cal one, and this gave him opportunity for travel and direct \ 

communion with the people. J'he soclnsion and severe labor 
imposed upon the Supreme Court were coni rary to hi.s habits 
and injurious to his health. It look him some years to become 
{iccustomed to the ([uioL of judicial life. Ho presided over the 
Semite while acting as a court of impeachment during the trial 
of Andrew Johnson in LShH. While strongly opposed to the 
impoachmont, he manifested no sign of partiality, llo died in 
Now York city on the 7th of May, 187B, at the age of .sixty-live. 

While Congress was in session, the llepnblican national con- 
vention met at Baltimore on the 7th day of Juno, 1HG4, to 
nomitiate candidates for President and Vice President of the 
United States, and to announce the principles and policy of the 
Republican party of the I'niled Slates. 'I'he nomination of Mr. 

Lincoln had already been made l)y state legislatures aiul by 
Ihe loyal people of the Cnited Stales in every form in whicii 
popular opiuiou can bo expressed. 'L’ho feeble expressions of 
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dissent were but a whisper compared with the loud proclama- 
tion coming from everj' loyal state in favor of Tancolu, 'i’ho 
convention, with unanimous sissent, ratified and confirmed 
the popular choice. 

The nomination for Vice President was dictated by the 
desire to recognize the loyalty and patriotism of those who, 
living in states in rehellion, remained true and loyal to the 
Federal Union. Though Mi". Johnson disappointed the expec- 
tations of tliose who nominated him, yet at that time his cour- 
age and fidelity and his .sei'vices and sacrifices for the cause of 
the Union fully justified his nomination. 

^lorc important, even, than the choice of candidates, was 
the declaration by the convention of the policy of the Repub- 
lican 2 )arty. The key-note of that policy was tho tlnrd resolu- 
tion, as follows : 

" Jltsolful, fliat as slavery was ilie cause, atitl now constitutes tlio 
.strengtli of tliis rebellion, aial ns it must be always and evervwliero hostile 
to the jirincij'les of re|iubliean i.oo ernm<-nt, jnstiei* and the national safety 
deiiiand its utii'r atnl coni|>lete e\(ir|iaiioii from the .soil of lhi» n'|)iiblic ; and 
that Wt* uph'ihl and intdntaiii tlie ai'ts amt |iriHdatua(i(ais by which lln^ 
ernnteikf, in its <»wn dcfi'itsi*, has aimed a tbsithbh»w at tho oioaiititk evil. 
W’e are in fa>or. fiirtherniore, of .such an aiitemitnent to the coii.stitution, to 
be made by the |ieo|ile in coiiforinity with its provisions, as shall l('riniiaile 
anil forever prohibit the exi.stenei- of slavery within the limits or the jurisdic- 
tion of tlie I'nited States.’’ 

This was the logicttl result of Uic war. If it wa.s carried 
into full oxecutiou, it would settle on a just atnl .sure founda- 
tion tho only dangtu- that ever thretifoned the prttspority of tho 
Union. This was luiiipily carried into full cITcct by the consti- 
tutional amendment to which 1 have already referred. 

Tlte Democratic convention met at Chicago on the 29t.h of 
August, 1864, and nominated (ieorge B. lUcClolIan as the candi- 
date for President and Gcoige It. l^ondleton as Vico President; 
but far more important and dangerons was the second, and tlie 
only material resolution of the iilatforni which WU.S drawn by 
Vallandigham and was as follows: 

'* lirxolrul, ehat (his convenfioti does explicitly decline, iis (ho sense of 
the Amoricnii people, that after four years of failure to resloro the Union by 
tho experiment of war, during whith, uiulor tho prolunso of a military 
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at llio earliest practicahlo iiiomcMit, peaeo may bo restored on tlio basis of the 
fodoral union of all tlio states.” 


Tins was si false declaration, and was also a cowardly sur- 
render to enouiies in oi)Cn war. 'J'lieso two resolutions mado 
the momentous issue submitted to the American people. From 
the moment it was mado the poptilar mind grew stronger sind 
firmer in favor of tho prosecution ttf the war and tlie abolition 
of slavery, and more resolute to resist Mio surrender propo.scd 
to rebels in arms. Prior to the adoi>tioii of thi.s re.soltil.ion, 
there was apparent languor and indill'oronce among tho people 
as to who sliould be President, but after its adoption there 
could bo no doubt as to tho trend of popular opinion. Every 
sentiment of patriotism, tho lovo of flag and country, the pride 
of our people in thesu(;coss of our soldiers, and the rc.scntment 
of tho soldiers themselves at this slur on their achievements — 
all contributed to the rejection of tho candidates and the plat- 
form of tho Democratic party, and the overwhelming victory 
of tho Republican party. 

I hud already cnto’cd into tho canvass when this resolution 
of Vallandigham was adopted. It was only noccs,sary to read 
it to tho people of Ohio to arouse resoutinont and opposition. 
Tho scattered opposition to !Mr. Lincoln, much of it growing 
ovrt of his conservatism, at once disappeared. Tho disc.ontented 
Republicans who met in convention atOIcvcland again became 
active in the Republican ranks. T'he two ))artios that grc\v out 
of factional politics in New York, tho Blair party and its 
oi)ponents in Missouri, and the army of di.safTected ollic.e- 
seekens, waived their dissensions and griefs. Horace Greoloy 
and the extreme opponents of slavery, rei)resontcd by Won- 
doll Phillips, not .satisfied with the slow, hut constitutional, 
process of emancipation proposed by Lincoln, when compelled 
to clioose between tliat plan of abolition and unconditional 
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rebels, . oj^mmimnied Johnson to Indiana 

Buring the campaign I andiences. His 
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arraignment of the autocracy . all in favor of 

very effective. Section for Member’s of Congress 

Lincoln. The result _ decisive indication of the 

in the states voting rrr c o m ‘ ^ states elected a large 

result in November. All the central sr 

majority of Bepublrcan Aj(H)00^and elected 17 Re- 
union party had a majority ® pjouse of Repre- 

publican and elected U Democratic and 5 

sentatives. In 1862 Ohr . , „ig(,fiQn that followed on the 

Mean Membex-s '«» f victory 

Hlh of ' iJja 212 and McClellan 21 electoral vote, 

r New .-JB— axxd ICex. 

ington soon aftex the election. . xnoYeinents of Gen- 

xvns "“‘r'*' dc*d ot Hovexx.- 
ex-al Stoj* ^ *? tx-oxn tlxe south; that aeneral 

ber we had all sorts ot Pnnfpderate troops, that hrs .snp- 

Shermarr gy<xcLsful attacks had been raado upon 

?’'^MSS\or'ces ' I rratrrrally became uneasy, arrd went to 
hrs scattered torces. „,,rr such rrews as he could 

Pxesident Lincoln ;"no xxows tronx 

liroperly give m . ^ 

Gteneral Sherrrra . ^ expressed 

f”’'"\^.;rtSt G"rsSi~all^igh^^ soon after, 
Ins oprnron ‘ . General Shermarr had ar- 

McAllister was tahen, and tlxe 


hill ()l DiM’riiilic'r, l.'^(»l. J(. wns u busy luitl iiriivn mwioii 

(M»nliMP(l nininly hi appropriiil i«)H, lonn niul r.iiniMH'.y bills. 
Tlu\ lUM'pssai'v urc's Imd biuni hu incriMist'd liy 

Uhi will* llni.l. Mm inmmuls n]>prui)riui(Ml iiiii»iinilly 

oronlt'd snuu' c»ppcthi( inu uiul bill I lu'V(^ whs ucj ludp bir 

il.. As (^biiii'inuM of (br niiniiiilhm mi liiniun* I cliil nil I cuhIiI 
li} rctlun' Mm ii pprc»prinl inns Inr rivil n\pmi>n.s, bill in rrspcs’l 
In niililary nspi’mlil nin> llii'in (‘niitil br ^:^^l‘cM*ly any liinil) llm 
II innunl it lH‘in;c ib'priiitmii upon rnililn ry .snrrcss, 

Tim bnpr»lul prn;prr nl I III' Will* mmnurilircmmn I I bill, in n 
brii'T pm inil Mm pnwin'nl Mm ( 'niilbflnnilc Sliilrs wniibl bn n.\- 
Imuslnl nml pniirn wniild ^nllc»^v. \Vn bud, buWi^ViT, In li'iJfis- 
lain tipnit Mil' basis of Mm rnnlimusl pmsiMMilinii of Mu^ \viu\ 
iiml il. llmndurn bnnium Unncssury In iiu'vnusi' Mm n^vnuim.s in 
nvt'ry [inssibln way, ami In prnvi<ln fnr imw Inn ns. Tim nci up- 
prnvi'd Miirt'li M, bSlih, nulbmi/nfl Mii« Snm*n(iiry nf Mn» Ibnnsnry 
In linrrmv iml t*\t’(M'tlin;.( §(jlll),(ll){),(Hlli, nnd In is.sim Mmrnfnrn 
liniids nt’ I I'niisiiry nnins nf Mn» Ibiilfsl Slnlns in .simb I’nriM ns 
Im mi^dil* prn\ idf^ M'bis was lln* bisl (.^rriil* Innn niiMinri/nd 
dut’in|(Mm war. An nrl. In pnwidn iidrnial n'vmiia'In.siippniT 
Mh' p:nviM iiiJH'iil w as appinvrd nil Mm saim' clay, wliicb liindi- 
lind many nribi' prn\ i. iniis nf Mm priw inns acd, but nddcsl sub- 
jnrlstd laNulinn nul nmbjannd in pnwinns laws, 11. nsjaadally 
ilKncsnasI llm laxnsnii Inbmsai in ils \urinNS fnians. The' lIMi 
sraM inn prn\ ideal : 

'*‘r}nii i^usv iiufititiiil bit*iLin<* ir ' tn'iiiiiMii. hliiti* bnnK, m ImiiKtn^f 

.I'lnni'iininat |>:i\ ii [as i*f hsi jii r nMiliim nii i)ii« unmnni nf ihiIi'm itf iui> 

K.tJilv iH' Nlilh* liiiliKlai* tr lu'iiiC titll, Hkl li\ lliiSil iiflis' llir HimI ijjiy 

Ilf Jal\, i'i^»l*^'*'*n litin»lii*‘l ini*l hivl\ 

Tlii^ liix oil .sliilc liiUiK I’irniliil ion wif; n pniclicitl proliilii- 
iioii of iill slali* liiiiiK paper, aial lirlon’ Ihc liiiii* iixi’tt for f)ia 
.•oitiini'iinMiieiil of (lie lax. I lii i rii ciilal ioii l•llli|•(•ly ili.'-a jil'eatiMl. 
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Acklitional duties were placed upon certain foreign importa- 
tions. Provision.s were also made for the collection in tlio iii- 
surrectiomu’y di.strict within tho United Shitcs of the direct 
taxes levied imdor tlie act of 18G2. During the entire se.ssion 
my labor was excessive, and when it closed my health and 
strength were greatly impaired. 



cirAVTKU xvr. 

AhHAMHINATION (»!*' AhUAMAM ](lN<Ktl.N. 

MamlMii Sliiiii|t SpiMrli in On* Orimti** • liuitinninlitni of 1#tiii’oln fov (Im 
Si-rniiii ’I'rl III ' My 1’l’j|i 111 On' SiillOi - pfi \ iiijiv » Clnin li |J<*Ij( • MnrI » 

til I'l'li'lirtih* llii< HI nf (in* ('iiinii Aiiii.v- Ni'SVh nf On* Hindi of 

Ininnilii- I \r|i«iiil On* l■‘uln ml Hrrvir*n (n'lnrnl JniiiinniiVi Siu mnilnc 
In Oi-minl Siniinnii ( oiil i nvi'i ny u il 1i Sii‘ii*lni*y Siaiilnji (l\i'r (In* 
dvi'iit Ki'UpU' tif (iiiJKHI '('i iJii|i'i ill \\‘Htiliit4*(nn*^ i'riin of ( Im 

Oil) Hoiiiii'in Aiihiini Pniniinii Inut of ( TiO, (((((!, (KlIJ I uMi 
llriiiN'ti-ii (o Oir Si'lJlOi* -’i'lM« Wiliil* Onvirt HHi* JoillO 
min'n 'rifiit IIII'IM of iNlliih* Mnn ' (iln VnlooV (iinl’ivli 
IUkIiI^ Hdl lii'oigiini/iiOon of On* Unlmi MtiiO*M 
uim) 'I'iii'ir I'iinil ilt'KliiniiitiH (ti llin Uiiliiii. 

0 !N llio ■llli Ilf Min-cli, iHlifi, III. dll' iniuigiinil inn t)f llin 
Pj’i'sidi'iil. iiihI Vicn (‘li'cl-, ii sn'nn 

ill I III! .Sctiiiin chiiiiiln'r, wliicli iiiitiln a HcriniiM ini- 
|iiT.‘<si()ii, mill wan iiiiliciilivn nf wliiil. was (n nariir in 
I lin fill urn. Alimil. nlnvcn nVlnnk nf l liai day Amlrinv .Inliiisuii, 
Virn I’ri'.sidiMil, was slinwn inin llin rnniii in Mm caiiilnl iis« 
aii'iu'd In tlin Virn I'rnsiili'iil.. tin lumipluiiK’il nf rnniii^!: iiiiwi'll 
and .siiiil. fur I'illmr wliisky nr liraiidy, and iiiiisl, liavn drank nx- 
f.i'ssiviily nf il. A fi'W niiiiitli’s iH'fnrn l.wnlvn n’tdnr.k Im was 
liKimrnd inin llin Smialn In liikn Mm naili nf nllicn and In liiiikn 
llm iisiml lirii'f iidilrnss. ||n was (diiinly inin.xinili'd and iln- 
livnri'd asliiiii|i spimrli iiiiwnriliy nf llin ncciisiiui. Ili'fnri’ litiii 
worn iiHsnnildnd all llin priimipiil nllicnrs nf llm gnvi'rinimiil. 
and llm diplnnialir rorps. lln wnnl. nil in a. iimiaUin and 
ruiiililinp: way fnr I wnnl y mi mil ns nr nmin, nidi I liitally Im was 
Hiipiirnssnd liy llm sii^j^nsl inn nf llm snnrnlary llial. llm. liiim fnr 
Mm inanj-iiinil inn liad arrived, and Im iiiiisl. nlnsn. 

Tim jirnrnssinii was fnniind fnr Ilii' iniiiiFJCiiralinii al. Mm nasi, 
frnlil. nf Mu* I'lipiin], wiinrn a. j'lnal. mull li.lidn was {.'iiMmind. 
Tlit'in Mr. hiimnln dniivnrnil Ids nmmnralilo inaiif'iiral addrn.‘<H. 

VJ6I> 
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Hofeniug to tlie couditioii of tlie controversy at the time of liis 
former inaugural, he said : 

** Both purtios dtiprecated ^var ; but one of tliem would make war rather 
than let tliQ Union survive; and the other would accept war rather than lot 
it perish. And tho war camo,*’ 

He hopefully predicted the result of the war, but he said : 

**Yct, if God wills that it continno until all the wealth jhlcd by tlie 
bondinau’s two hundred and fifty years of unrofphtcd toil shall bo sunk, and 
until every drop of blood drawn with tho lash shall bo paid by another 
drawn witli the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must 
be Said, ‘Tlie judgments of tiio Lord are true and righteous altogether/ 

His pcroiatiou will always bo rememhored for its i)npres- 
sive eloquence : 

“With malice towards nono, with charity for all, with firmness in tho 
right, as God gives ns to see the right, lot us strive on to finish tho work 
we are in ; to bind up tho nation’s wounds ; to care for him who shall have 
borne tho battle, and for his widow, and his orphan ; to <lc) all wliieli may 
achieve and clierish a just and lusting peace tiiiiong ourselves and witli all 
nations.” 

Soon after the adjournment J w’a.s invited by Secretary 
Stanton, tvith many other Senators and our families, to take a 
trip to the south in the steamer “llaltic.” Among those on 
board were Senators Simon Cameron, Wade, iCueb. Chandler, 
and Foster, of Connecticut, then president ;jru icmporc of llio 
Senate. The sea was e.xcccdingly boisterous. Nearly all on 
board wore sea sick, but none so badly as Wade and Chandler, 
both of whom, I fear, violated the third conunandment, and 
nearly all the party were in hearty sympathy with them. I 
was a good sailor and about the only one who escaped the 
common fate. Wc visited tho leading places of interest along 
tho coa.st, but e.spccially Cbarle.sto)], Beaufort and Savamiah. 
Cliarlcston had but recently been evacuated. Ceneral Sber- 
man was then on his inarch through North Carolina. In 
Chailcston everything looked gloomy and sad. I rode on 
horseback alone through different parts of the city, and was 
warned iiy ofTicei’S not to repeat the ride, as, if iny name was 
known, I would be in danger of being shot. 
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finished skeleton-frame house of considerable size without any 
plastering — a mere shell. We were shown to seals that had 
been reserved for ns. The rest of the congregation were ne- 
groes in every kind of dress and of every shade of color. The 
scene was very interesting, but the serinou of the preacher 
was little better than gibberish. He was a (jnaint old man, 
wearing gogglc.s and speaking a dialect wo could hardly under- 
stand. At the close of his sermon ho narrated how tho meet- 
ing-house had been built; that John had hauled the logs, Tom, 
Dick and Harry, na.ining them, had contributed their lai)or, 
but they were in debt something over S200, and, with a sig- 
nificant glance at our little party, ho thought this was a good 
time to take up a collection. No sooner was this said than 
Cameron, whispering to us, said: “Lots pay it; I’ll give twenty 
dollars,” and when tho hat came around, instead of tho usual 
dimes and quarters in ragged currency, it received greenbacks 
of good denominations. In the meantime the old preacher, 
highly elated, called upon the audience to sing “John Brown’s 
Body.” A feeble, piping voice from an old negro woman 
started tho singing and tho rest of the negroes, with loud 
melodious voices, joined in, and, before it was through, tho 
rest of us joined in. Tlio hat, when returned to tho preacher, 
was found to contain more than fifty dollars in excess of tho 
amount necessary to pay off tho debt. Then, with many 
thanks to us by the preacher, tho audience was requested to 
remain standing until their visitors left. 

Our visit at Savannah was vci7 iutere.sting. We there 
found many leading citizens of the town who wore social and 
kind, treating us in a friendly way by rides around the city. 

In tho latter part of March, 1 was invited by CJoneral Sher- 
man, then on a visit to Grant near Potm’slnng, Virginia, to go 
with him to Goldsboro, North Carolina, where his army was 
then encamped. Secretary Stanton was my next door neighbor, 
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and oiu* families were intimately associated. I invited liis 
eldest son, Edwin, then a young man studying law, to accom- 
pany me, an iuvitatiou which he gladly accepted. We joined 
General Sliennau at Fortress Monroe and accompanied him on 
the steamov "Cat” to Newbern and thence by rail to Goldsboro. 
There wa.s a souse of danger in traveling by rail through a 
country mostly unoccupied, but wo reached the army at Golds- 
boro safely. 'J'licre I bad my first view of a great army in 
niarcliing garb. Most of the troops had received their new 
uniforms and eqnipmeuts, but outlying regiments were con- 
stantly coming in, ragged, with tattered hats, shoes and hoots 
of every description, almost black from exposure and the 
smoko of tlio pine woods, and as hardy a looking sot of men as 
one could conceive of. They had picked up all kinds of para- 
phernalia, "stove pii)ft” hats being the favorite, and bad all 
sorts of wagons gathered in their march. Their appearance 
was rajiidly changed by new uniform.s. After a brief visit I 
rctiiraed to Washington, and thcnco to my homo at Mansfield. 

1 was invited soon after, on tho .14tli of April, to attend a 
ma.^s meeting at Coluinhus to celebrate the success of tho 
Lhiion army, I accepted the invitation and attended an im- 
mense meeting in the open air on the capitol grounds, and 
there. Samuel Galloway and myself inado addresses. Meetings 
wore held, congratulations uttered in tho evening of that day. 

I he w'hole city wiis in holiday attire, oz'uaineuted with flags, 
and everywhere and with everybody, there was an expression 
0 I retired lato at night to my room in tho hotel, and 

after my fatigue slept soundly. 

Early the next morning Kaeli Sloano, a personal friend, 
rapped at my door ami aunounced to me the new.s of the assas- 
^nation of lancoln, aud, as thou reported, that of Seward. 

ic cimnge from joy to moin ning that day in Columbn.s was 
niarkcd and impressive. No event of my life created a more 
pain u impression than this neiv.s following tho rejoicings of 
the day liefore. I returned to Washington and attended the 
fnnora services over the body of Mr. Lincoln, thou about to bo 

liTinds Springfield, 
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On I ho iilh (it T^liiy, in r('s)ionso to ilio invitation of my 
ni'i^liliors in Miui.sllokl, | imido an adtlims nvoii tlio life and 
(•liiU(to((*r (it llin (lend l’rcsid(ui(.. II, ('.x[u'os«od Uui oiiinion and 
ivNiiorl. I lli(>n oiHerliiinod for him, and now I (uiuld add 
nolhiiif? (o it. As timo ninvcs on his nanio and fanio bocomo 
Ini^fhliM', whilo mosi, o[ his (■.onlomponirios aro ono by ono foi*' 
fj;ol Itm, 

.Soon ((.tier liie dciiilt of Mr. Lincoln, dm l.orins of ilio .s\iv- 
ii'iidiT of 0('ni’ral dohnslon lo (b'lieral Hlun'iniin bocaino tlio 
MilijiTl of a vioh'iil. conlroviMsy. On Iho ‘Jlsl. of Aiiril, Soevo- 
IniyStnnIon issiietl iiii ord(M' lo 0(>n(*nil Orani, to }iroc,(n'.d im- 
nifdiiil 1*1 y lo Ihi' bentliniail(>rs of OiMu'nil Slu'rnnin and divoc.l, 
ojieiidioiiM iif^^nin.sl. I ho oKonry. Il(< issned ji. hiilhd.in in \vhic,Ii 
ho iiilitmilod Ihiil Oavis uiul his piiHisaus wm'o on llu'ir way 
to osoniiii to M(«xieo or Knropo wilh a Iarp[o anioiml, of gold 
plundoioil from I In' Hichmond banks and from otlnn’ sonvc.os, 
and lhal. Ilu*y IniiuMl lo nmko lonns with Oonoral Sliorman by 
which I hey would bo pormilLsI wilh their olTecIs, inolndiiig 
Ihoirgtdd idnndtM*, lo go to iMoxi(Mi or Kuroiun Tlu^ most vio- 
h*nt and Insnll iiifJ!: iianigriHihs w(’re imltlished in tho nowspa- 
{i('rs, snlislnnlially arraigning Oonoral Shernnui as a traitor 
and imimlinglo him corniiit motiv('S, I folt myself bound at 
once, nol lo defend the lerms of surrender, Imt to rnjie) tho 
innuendoes ninnal at Omieral Sherman, 'Plus hul me into a 
conlrovei.*ty wilh Mr. Slanlon, not worlli while to recall, 

I lielievcti I hen and si ill ladiortn liat he w'as under the inllii- 
(mccMif |ii-rlmji.s a well-groiimlcd fear that his life was in dan- 
ger, 'Pile ulmo.s|)bere of Washinglon seenn'il to lie c.lnirged 
wilh lerror, caiised by llu' assassination of I/ine.olii, the wound- 
ing of Seward and I ho Mireals against all whn worn c.onsjiir.u- 
(iiis in jitdiliciil or mililiiry lifo in Iho Union can.se. Now, since 
we an* folly informed of a.l! the snrreunding ciir,umstaiie.(^s 
(•(ninecled will) I he siirremler, and lheb(’lief of (hnn'i'nl Slier- 
muii I hul hi* was si riel iy carrying out tlio )i(die.y <if l*resid(*nt 
l.iiieoln, it is pin in lhal' he ae.l(*(| in what ho supposed was the 
line of duly, lie did iioi. eoinpreheiid Ihiitthe fatal crime ill 
\Vit‘'liiia'lon ehiuiged llie wlmh* asp(*et of an'air.s. His agree- 
nienf' wilh <bihn.slon was on its faro doe.Iaroil to bo inoporativo 
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until fippioved by tbe authorities at Washington, and, while 
(he political features of tbe surrender could not be approved, a 
.itnplo iiotification of disapproval would have been cheerfully 
keted upon and the orders of tbe rresidont would havo been 

faithfully carried out. • i r . xi v 

General Slicrmau, when he received notice of the disap- 
proval of his action, at once notified Johnston, and new terms 
ucro arranged in exact accordance with those conceded by 
General Grant to General Lee. 

1 remained in Washington until tbe aiTival, on tbe 19th of 
May, of General Sherman’s army, which encamped by the 
roadside about half way between Alexandria and the Long 
Bridge, 1 visited the general there and found that he was .still 
sniartiug under what be called the disgrace put upon him by 
Stanton. I advised bini to keep entirely quiet, said the feeling 
bad passed away and that bis position was perfectly well un- 
derstood, I persuaded liiin to call on the President and such 
member's of tbe cabinet as be knew, and accompanied liim. 
He was dressed in full uniform, well worn, was bronzed and 
looked the picture of health and strength. As a matter of 
course bo refused to call on Stanton and douounced him in 
unmeasured terms, declaring that lie would insult him when- 
ever the opportunity occurred. When Ire came in contact with 
bis fellow olHcers and found that they sympathized with him 
his anger abated, and by tbe time the great review took place, 
he scorned to have recovered his usual muiiucr. 

Tlic review of General Meado’s army was to occur on Tues- 
day, May 28, and that of General Sherman’s, as it was culled, 
on the 24th. General Sherman, with bis wife and her father, 
Hon. Thomas Ewing, and myself, were present on the reviewing 
.stand on the first day of the review. Ho received on the stand 
the congratulations of bujidrcds of people and seemed to enjoy 
every moment of time. He was constantly pointing out to 
Mr. Ewing and myself the difforenee between the eastern and 
western armies, in which he evidently preferred the Army of 
the West.^ On the next day, prompt to the time stated, attended 
hy a brilliant staff, ho rode slowly up Pennsylvania avenue at 
the head of his coliiinn, and was followed by a magnificent 
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army of 65,000 men, organized inio four army corpi?, and 
marching wiili that precision only pos.siblo with experienced 
troops. His descriptioti of the scene in liis “ Mcmoii-s” proves 
his deep interest in the appearance of his army and his evident 
pride in it. Wlieu he arrived at the grand stand, where the 
Prc.sident reviewed the troop.s, lie dismounted, left the line, 
came upon tlic stand and took his place by the side of the 
President. Everyone knew his relations to Stanton, and was 
curious to see tlie result of their meeting. I stood very near 
the general, and as ho approaclied he shook hands with the 
President and the members of the cabinet, but when Stanton 
partially rcac.hod out his hand, General Sherman passed him 
without remark, but everyone within sight could perceive the 
intended in.siilt, wliicli satislied liis lionor at the expon.se of his 
priulcuco. ITowevor, it is proper to say that these two men, 
both eminent in tlioir way, became entirely reconciled before 
tlio death of Mr. Stanton. General Sherman always stopped 
with me when ho wa.s temporarily in Washington, and 1 know 
that in a very brief period they met and conversed in a friendly 
way. When Mr. Stanton lay upon his death bed, General Sher- 
man not only ca.llcd upon liim, hut tendered liis services, and 
exhibited every mark of respect for him. 

'J.'lie groat body of the volunteer forces was disbanded, the 
ofllcers and soldiers were returning to their homes. To most 
of tlioin the war was a valuable lesson. It gave them a start 
in life and a knowledge and experience that opened the door 
to all employmeut, especially to official positions in state and 
nation. In all popular elections the .soldier was generally pre- 
ferred. This was a just recognition for his sacrifices and 
services. I hope and trust that while a single survivor of the 
War of the llebcllion is left among us, he will everywhere bo 
received Avith honor and share all the respect which the boys of 
my generation w'crc so eager to grant and extend to the heroes 
of tho llevolutionary War. The service of one Avas as valuable 
as the other, rendered on a broader field, in greater numbers, 
Avith greater sacrifices, and with the same glorious results of 
securing the continuance of an ex 2 jeriment of free goAmrnmoiit, 
tho most successful in tho history of mankind and which 
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is now, I profoundly I nisi., so woll si'rmnl ))y llio lioroiNUi nnd 
valor of our soldiovs, Mini, for pnii'iufiniis uiul innilurirs yt«| In 

como no onoiny will ditr(' In aim a blow ill llio lift' of iln' iii. 
public. For Mio wouiulcd and disiililod .stddirr.s {ititl llu* willows 
and orplians of llioso who foil, a liirKor provision of ponsiona 
w'as frooly ^'ranted Mmii ovor boforo )»y any nalion in iinoirnl. 
or niodorn tinu's. j’rovision was nitnlo by (ho m-noral I'ovorn- 
nionl., and by niosl of llio loyal sliilos, for hosjiilals ami homos 
for Uio woiiiulod. Tho bndit'.s of llio.so who dioil in (ho sonico 
have boon carofully colloclod into ci'nu'foiio.s in all purls of ibn 
TJnilod Blal-os. H Ihoro 1ms bi'i'ii any noj.'Iorl or ilohi.v in jipanl- 
ing pensions, it has lusui caimi'd by I ho vii.sl niiiniK'r of applira- 
tiona — inoro than a inillion* anil llio lUlUfiilly as linio jiii^soh 
in sociu-ing tho nocossary proof, 'riio pension list now, I hil ly 
years aftor the war, j'(M|iilroH annually fin* snin of nmio llnui 
$150, ()()(), or Ihroo limes Mm iinionni. of all I be expenses t»r 
iho national govornnioiit before I he w ar. N'o ('omplaiiil is 
nuulo of this, hut ('oiigress readily praiiis any im-reaM’ tie- 
niandod )>y tlio fi't'bleni'ss of a;'[e or Ihe tieeay of .‘.Irenplh. I 
trust, and 1ml iovt', that (his policy will be conliniied nnlil lim 
last surviving soldii'r of Mm war inei-ls lim common fain 
of all. 

1 partic.i]ui((‘d in Mm canvass of |.S(i.*i, w lum lleiierul .lacob 
D. Cox, tbo llopiibliciiJi caiidiiiiile for governoi' in l>)jio, and a 
Ropiibliiuui logislaldl'o were elecled willi bid liMle opposilion. 
Tho first duty of i his legishil lire w as In I'lccl a Sena! or. Thei'o 
was R friendly cnnie.st hetween Meneral WobeH I*. iStdieiicIi, 
Hon. Jolin A. Ih'nghain mid niyself, bnl ( wus nomiimled mi 
tho first ballot and duly elecleil. 

I rocoivod many lellers fi<tni llonici< (ireeli<y, in Mu- follnw- 
mg ono of whu'.ii lui Hhoweil u greal inleresl in ni\ re I'lecl ion 
to tho Sonato: 

JION. John Siikumanj 

My l)i:,\u Kni;. • Yunnt cif iIm* full iuxi. ul Imu.l. I . vi» ilnu 

tlio combiimliim Id hii|i|ilt,iay.ni )„ il,.. »ti.l . ..d/i.l.m 

< HUCLI.hr. tilt] ))lit IllUiUI |(t tlMlfcIc* Iff llti* rt.lil rnt . Iiitl r.•l||tu*lll-l| 

to by dio tliKpIltclt wl,i<.|, ^r„(, i„,„ I ( w 



<5)fficc of 'lOc 'gtiOunc, 

^ovIj, — — /M*?, 
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‘ looJility ’ as he says, but tho clmiige to ‘ loyalty ’ was a very awkward one in 
tliesG clays; so J felt compel lod to correct it. 

I foar more the raids of Thacb Stevens on the treasury than those of 
Mosby on onr lines. Yours, 

UonACR Gheklky. 

When Congress met on the 4th of December, 1865, it had 
before it two iinportant problems whicli demanded immediate 
attojition. One was a measure for the reconstruction of the 
states lately in rebellion and the other was a plan for refund, 
ing and paying the public debt. Jt was nnfortimate that no 
measnro bad been provided before the close of the war dcfini))fi 
tlio condition of tho states lately in rebellion, securing the frccd- 
mon in thoir new-born righis, and restoring those states to their 
place in the Union. Therefore, during tho long vacation, from 
April to Dcconihcr, tho wiioio matter was left to executive au- 
thority. If Lincoln had lived, his action would have been ac- 
quiesced in. It would have been liberal, based upon universal 
emancipation of negroes, and 2)ardon to rebels. It was siq;- 
posed that President Johnson wmuld err, if at all, in imposing 
too harsh terms upon these states. His violent speeches in the 
canvass of 1804, and his fierce denunciation of the leaders in 
the llebellion, led us all to suppose that bo would insist upon a 
roconstruction by the loyal people of the south and that roa- 
souahle protection would be oxtcndecl to the emancipated ne- 
groes. The necessity of legislation for the reconstruction of 
the Confodorato states was fore.seen and provision had been 
iriado by 0()ngics.s, during the war, by what was known as 
tho Wado-Davis bill, to provide for the reorganization of 
these states. During the d7tb Congress, Henry Winter Davi.s, 
though not then a Member of the House of Representa- 
tives, prepared a bill to meet thi.s exigency. It was a bill lo 
guarantee to cacli state a republican form of government. 
It embodied a plan by which these states, then declared 
by Congress to ho in a .state of insurrection, might, when that 
insuri’cction ^^'as subdued or abandoned, co)ne back freely and 
volnntarily into tbo Union, It provided for representation, for 
the election of a convention and a legislature, and of Senators 
and Members of Congress. It was a complete guarantee to 
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tho pooiilo of ilui insiirn'cliomny slalcs Dial iijioti rcHiiin 
ditions thcso fil.alw Jiiif'lil. n'.siiiiu' llirir )»luci« in flio Pitinn 
when tho insunoction liiid n'lt.M'd. 'I'liis Itjll lio Iiaialcil fu nia. 
I ink'oducod it at liia rciiiU'.Ht. It was ivfi'rnnl (ti j||i< jmlii'inrv 
comniitloo, hat. was ikiI Ufinl niimi hy il. 

Aftorwiu'ds Mv. l)u.vis canu' into lla* llSIh us a 

Moinhor of iJio )loas(\ of |{('j>n‘s(Milalivps, Aiddiik Da* Jirsl, 
acts iKirfoi’iiKHl hy liim iific)' liiliiJiK his sent was Iho iiilro<Iiit’* 
tioa of this siiiiK' hill. Ihi lla* lalliof I iHdIi, il was 
debated in tho Jlonst^ of |{('iiv<'.si'nlalivo.s and jmssod hy ii vn-y 
decided veto, and was seal. t(t (ho Seaiito, It was rt'iioi-led 
to tho iSonato favovahly, Iml. in plaeo of it was Mul»slilulcd a 
proposition olTorod i>y It. linvl/ llrowa, «)r Mi,s,s(inn. 'Dii.s 
snbstitato pro\’idod a laodo hy wliieli Iho olovoii (’(Uihaloriiln 
states ini^ht, ndien tlio lt(ih<dli<ji) wins .sii|i|fr<>.s.s(<d wil liiii I heir 
limits, 1)0 ).'<'st.ored (o ila’ir old place in (he (hiion, 'I’lu' liill 
was sent hack to (ho (lon.'a\ wilh (he proposed .sid>sli(ido. A 
connnitl.oo of e.onfereac.e was appoiiiletl, and tin* House )ue« 
forriiig tho ori^^iiial hill, (la* Senalt* recoded ficno its noiein)' 
nicnt, and w) nil. was known as (la* WhoJe liill p;».*.srd, il. 

wont to I’nisidont l/intailii, who did nol approce il, ami il. diil 
not becoino a law, htd. on Iho .S(h of .Inly, l.sdl, afler (la* elo-.n 
of tho session, ho isstied (he follow inj.' pi’ociunialion ; 

** KIO')AK, lit tiill llltll l*i*h»Cli|| { |*u* M liill III e*eo*OllV III 

ooi’lniii NlnloH, ivlnwn fjr<uiiniiiii*itN Imu* Ii.fii tl•<l•l|•l•.l or to. rilieoMi, u 
ro[}1lbllOini feria of ^e\'(iriniii*ll(, ll ci.jiV nf lil.irli ii. I<i*i**ii|i(ti ; uhi| 

wlioiCKS llm HHiil iiili wiH in ilin IVcni.li'iil (if il«‘ riut.'il .*<(111. n f..r 

liis npprovjil Iiksh lijiiii inut lieiir befor** l be /»<«»• t/ii ii<lj.i<ioiiii<-iit nf Miiil i i'n. 
fiioii, rtiifl wijn 1 ) 1.1 Hi^j)(*i| Ijj* litti) j ftrjfl uifi'r.'it*. ll..* miI.I l.tH i i.iiiuiii**, lotiMia. 
othr*i^ limits, u pliiu far iVHltiriii^ lire riirilfn in ti*l..')li>'n f*» ili.’ir |.i..|(i*r 
jaAoliOfil ii'liiOni) j)j iltri I Jjtnti), alritOr plrrn r.tj.r'i.».i..H tli*. ..«.n< .. nf I 
upon dial •Kubjoiit, (ii)t| wbir b plrui il n nnw ibi.iit'lrt lit |<. Im l.■■^.|,. (},■« 
]) 0 opl« for llii'ir enimi<)i<r)ili*in : 

“Now, lluirofon*, I, AbrHl)iiiii hinei.ln, ]'o >.i>l<'nt «f itr.- I 'iti(<'.t St.u,-.,, 
do proclaiiit, di-olaii*, and timln* loiewti, ibtrl wl.il,. I „„i (,ii I u.c-. n, H.-, rin- 
Qi asl, wlioii by Jiroclaitiaiitiit I |iri>|>i.ii)ii|i*.| n |>btn /..r tiiti.r.*. 

pared, by a foniml approval of tlii» bill, t„ ),„ i„ ,.„v 

Biiiplo plan <»( rohtoraliim j mid wliil,, | „„j,r..p’.i„..| i., rl.ai 

Uio freo slalocoaBtin,ii,.„am„i^r„v,.„,„„.„„„|„.,„,, 

in ArkanBiiH and l.ouiwuini almll l..< a.-i mi.) f..r nan^dil, ib.-r.-bv 
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it'linllinj' mill iliHi'iMirii^iii^ ()io Inyiil (M(iy.i<im wlm Imvo Hoi u]i llui hiiuio us Id 
fiiiilinr l•lTIl|■l, or (i) iliM-liii'o a roiisliluiinnnl )!iii)i[io|ondy in Oimffn'ss to 
iiliiiliHli uliivi'i'v in htiili'K, 1 uni ul. ilm Hunin iiinn ainodrcly liojiin^ mul 
)*\|ii'fiiM^r tliiit II I'Dimlllniitinul iiininulnutnl abnlisliln^ sluvin-y lliroiifjfluml 
llio imliiiti iiiiiy Imi ailiijiliMl." 

I III lulilctl Ills ri'iisoiis fur iioi. approving tlio Wado-Davis 
hill, llo tlid noi. I'litiii'ly disapprovii of it, but said it was ono 
of mimi'rons plans wliii'h niiglit l)o adoptod. Mr. Buinnor 
sialt'd, on llio Hour of llio Siaui.U’i, tliab ho had liad an intorviow 
willi riosidiMit liiuriihi iininotlialidy aftiu’ tho publication of 
lliui. proi’laiiml ion, aiul it was tho .subject of very niinuto and 
prol nn'l cd con vorsiil ion, in I bo connsoof wliicli,ul’l.ordi.scu.s,Hi)i^ 
ilio (li'liiilH, Mr, liiiicobi o.sjiii'sscd liis regret tliat ho had not 
ii(f(iroi(‘(l llio bill, I have alway.s tlionglit that Mr. Iiiiicobt 
niailo a. serious nii.slako in d('^(^ating a luoasuro, wliiidi, if 
atlopfeil, would have averled many if not all tlin di(licnl(-ies 
I hat stdisispiently arose iii tho ristonstruction of tho robol 
Hiab's. 

'J'lie no.vt and closing si'asiou of Ihat Congress noglocfcod 
lo prnviilo for tbo rt'orgaiii/ation of thoso states, and, thus, 
when Mr. Jnbii.son borainio I’rosidoidr, tlmro wus no provi- 
sion of law to gtiiilo him in tho nocossavy process of rocon- 
sl rnri ion. Tliiis, by tho disagreomont Imtwoon Congross and 
I ’resilient l.iiicoln, wliich connmmcod two years boforo tlui 
elosi' Ilf Ibe war, (boro was no law upon tbo sfatuto book to 
guide I'illier I lie I'residi'iii. or ( bo pooplo of tbo southorii sl/atos 
in lla-ir elTort to get back into tbo Union. It bocamo im- 
jierativo during tbo long period bidoro tbo mooting of Congcoss 
tliat I’resicli'iit .(oluison .sltmdd, in the alisonco of logiHlation, 
forniiilalo .some plan for Ibe recenstriie.tion of tlioso slatos, llo 
tlid ailiiptsulisl ind iallylbe plan proposed and actnd upon by Mr. 
biiicohi. A fior Ibis long lapse of time 1 am convinced that Mr. 
.lolinsoii’s sclieme of reorgani'/alion was wise and judicious. 
H was unfortiiiiale Ihat it had not the .sanction of I'ongross 
aial Ibat evenia soon brongld, tbo l*ro.sidont and Congross into 
boslilily. Who doubis that if Ihoro liad boon a law upon tho 
,slal ale book by wbiiib llio jieoplo of Ibo .soutborn states could 
iiavo been guided in tlioir oflort lo c.omo back into tbo Union, 
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llinj' wniild luivf' ('Iii'ctfdlly fiilltns(*<l tl. Hid <'<tiuli" 

lioiiMlmd Im'i'Ii In ilm nliMnn'i' of law lutflt l.inciilii Mini 

•IdliliMtiu (lid suliHiiiutially wIh'II I liny tid<i|ili'd a ]d"H iif 
l.lu'ii' (iwii iiinl I'ndfiivnffd In ctiny il int(( I'Ncciilidn, .lidnisnii, 
Iinfnn' lid WHS (dtsdcd and wliih' acliiif.' us inililary H'*Vdiiidr id 
'I'dtiiidssdd, (<.Vddtili<d lli(< {ilati id l.iiindii in llial- slald and 
.Hlil)Sd(|iidnl ly iidd{ildd llid saiiid ]daii fur llir I'diir^ntniy.ul inn (d 
Hid idlidl slitlds. Ill all llid.sd plans llidcdiilral idea was llnil- 
tlin hliilds ill iiisiii Ti'cl iiiii WiTd slill slalds, dldilli'd In lid 
Iri'ali'd as surli. 'I’iidv wcvd ddsciilidd as "Tlid (ddVdii slali's 
wliidli liiUd Itddii dridiii'dil In lid in insniTdi‘1 inn." 'I'lidid was 
nil I'xpri'ss prnvisinti tluit : 

** Nn SiMiutiir ur hliitll luMMlmif fi'it inln liiiiUi'li tif 

fnun Hhtj uf Haiti milll lm\«« tlvrhun) tiitt'/t 

htatr Ni ^urli 

In all Hid jilaiis prn|idMi| in I'nni'Cdss, as uidl as in Hm jdan 
(d •inliiisnii, ilwas di‘< lull'd tlial slalds had im rij^dd' wliiln in 
ilisiirrn'l inn In iddrl iddrlnr.i In Hid dldrlniat rnlld^'d; Hidy luid 
nil ri|dd> In dli'i'l Sdiia I ni’.'i und Ih’pi'd idiilal iMv>. In nllidr 
wni'ds I lid V •■1111111 iinl Id iiaid (lid jinudi.., rijdil i and pi tvildpcs 
l•nnfl‘^^dd npnn slaliv; l>y Hid t ’mi f il nl imi nl Hid I 'nili'il .Sfnlds, 
dJi('i*)il- hy Hid rniiM'iil Ilf I'niip.id' . Ila\in}' laKi’ii up aiiiis 
aKUillMl. Hid (■iiildd Slalds, llu-y hv Hiai arl In I Ihdii- I'nnsli- 
t■lt(ill^al piiwi'iH williin Hu* I niidd f-Kald; (n ;',n\drn and dun" 
Irol ntir duniidlls, Tltdy mnld nnl diij^i'-d in Ihd dldclinn nf a 
I’rciMiddiii, nr id Si'italnis nr Mdnilidis id ('mij,nd's; Iml llidv 
wi'Vn si ill Hint ds. 'I'lid »n[iidind puwi r cd Cmii'i dm In <dmn},'d, 
iillin* nr iiuiilify Hu* aids nf Hid I'n’ iddiii ami In adniil nr id- 
jddt (iidsd slali'S ainl (lidir Si'iialm mind In'pif diilal i\ ds al ils 
will luid pldiiNiiri', and lliddnid'liliilinnal ri'dil nf Dm fdspddliu' 
lliiUSdH 1(1 jialHii (d Hi(> idddliiiii, rdliii n and itnaiilidal inns nf 
il« nWll Mdinlidi'S Wcld rddnj<;ni/dd. W Imn Mr. .Inhid iiii diiliii’ 
ildn p(iW(M' ltd fnund Ht(‘ lidliditinn snli lani iailv ; iiluiiasl. His 
liltdi lud. wa.s 111 rdlain in Ins rnnlidi'iii'd, ami in his dniiiirils, 
ovary iiiniiihiir (d Hid nihini'l id Ahnihani lanridn, and, .sn far 
UK wn klinw, dvcry niciiHiird udnpidil !i\ him had i hr aitprnviil 
and HaiicUnti id Hial. I’ahiuid. l•’,Vdl•y ai I pii- dil hy c'nnpi dss, 
willi nr willinul. his a-sscul, upnii iwdiy Mihjddl uhaliwdr, 
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willi nM‘nnsl rurl ion, \v;is Tuirly iind fully ox<‘(UiUuI, 
llu iicltJpliMl all lliu luniii friU.urns of liio Wjulo-Diivis l)ill-' tlio 
only oMo pnssoil hy (’on(.^i‘osH, Ju bin urocJinmillon of May II, 
iHliri, In^ provi<liMl : 

Tlmt nil in’!'* Jiiul uf (till jitilbii'iib inilbiirv* rivil 

nr)L(‘UUv.iUiipm \\liii’li Imsr l>ri'ti In u hlutr of iuMin-i'iitinii iiihI nOinllinn williiii 
(III! S(ii(<i c»f (tio iitu[u>rilv iiiiii Ia\VH uf tliii S(u(<'>s 

mill cif whii’li 0.i\ r«» .Inlm I ,i*ii*|,in’, iitiil Williniii Siiiitli wimi' lain 

lliM irH|ii‘rl i\ «* I’liirO, lU*' mill imtl voM/* 

Tbu^'i with a -‘I J ‘‘Ivo, bo HwrpI awuy I bo nvIh»U' HOiitM-* 

Mlriu'liiro of llii' Ifi'bollioto lbni\lonili‘il (hr lax laws nf (lu^ 
IbiiloH Slab*' n\rr llio r(*l>ol tt'i‘rili)i*y. In hi^? prnrliunnlitni of 
Miiy lilt, lio 

"’1\| till' rliil, tiji’i ••fnni, thill (tin linlluM'ilV nf (tin ^nViMlimrilt nf llio 
Unili'il SUil***^ limy Im i» *'lnn il, Hml (hio |iiiiii*t«, iiiilor, iuhI foM’ihiiii niiiv l*n 
0*i(nMi»iliri1, b i\ll«hi»vv Jn|iii‘>nii, I'lrHiiliMll nf (|in (hlitnil S(il(i*h<, lln |il'iJM|uiril 
null iliM*liiiii lliiti I tin)t*iiy iMtiiii til III! |iiMxiMiH \v)mi Imvn ^lirmnly nr iiiilirnnlly 
|mrtipi|iiih^ii in lim p\i**Uu^ ih^lmllinn, Jurtimt/ttr i.rriyifirb 

luiaimily mill [uirtlnn, \^[t|i rr^tnuii ion nf nil nf |irn|irrly, tm fti 

/f/nrr^, iinil I'xrniit in whi*ii» li*^(iil |i)nri*iM|innh| nnilin* itm Iiinvh of llin 

Uiiilml SlHli's jimviiliii^' fnr ihn I'millhrulinn nf prnjnMiy nf ]ii»i>nim i'nn*iKnil 
ill hiliiilltnii, Imvn l»<<rn iiip^lihttnib 

|[i< rnritrrnl iti cvi’iy t’lisn fiiU anil ti.iii)ila (o ilu^ 

rrt'(M|i)i('ii oT lid' sniilld'rn Hliiirs, Ntt cniiipliiiul. rnini llit'in 
\va‘< dvrr •" lii-< hniiwli'il>,(n in wlilc.li hn (li«l iml. iln full 

and ini jii 'lin*. M'Iim |innri|ial (iliji'cl.iiin let his )utlij'v 

was lliai III' dill nut cxli'iid Ida pniclainal ion lo all llat loyal 
tiit'jj Ilf lid* aoulld'id alalos, ii»diidinK lld» j-oJojofl ns wall an 
lid' wliil(' i>iMi{ili<. It ditad lin miK'iiilii'i'cd in Ilia jiiHllrd’dl ion 
llial. in ovary oiu* of llii» I'h-van Mlairs licrorn Ihn li(>lH>Ilion lid' 
id'Kio was, l»y ilM laws, ••vclialt'd fnan Hit' rijj;lil, lo vtilc. In 
Oliiii, I’l'nnaylvaiiiii and Now York llial. ri^lil. was liniili’il. In 
a iurf<n ntajtnily of lid' dliifi'.s, inrlndin}^ Ihn dnist. iioiinloiiH, 
id'jj;iii .HiilTiii}.'i' was lid’ll proliiliili'il. II. woiilil Mfi'in Iti lio a 
gli'dl. h( jtdcli tif pdwot'on lii.s jairl, I ly ii .si in plo dniidlaiory p)t»’- 
lairial ion or inililary 'inlt’i'i I" isiidi'r Hio fraindii.so on a fla.ss of 
lii'iiiili’, wlio wi'i<< lid'll prolilltilisl froin voliiir( tinl. only in lint 
I'li'ti'ii MHilin’ni sluli'^, litil. in a iiiajorily of llio niirlliorii 
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Sitcli It (irtiviNiitH. if il iunl hi't'ii i)i>ii'r!i‘il, roiiljl not 
hiivo Iict'ti (Miftin'ct}. iiinl.itt ••»'* n'titlHiini in uliii-h nIuvi'i v IcH 
ih(^ nt'Kiit rat'i'. il. cnnM li;tnn> In* cIcfcitcK-cl. I ('atinol wt* iitiy 
ixMisiiti wliy, Itcfimsc il mull i** ItlurK, hi< sliniild md vnli>. uml 
yol., in nmUiii^? liiws, us (lu' wiis (Ihmi ildiiiK, fi*i‘ Urn 

|f(i\'i'rnnu'nl t»l Hit' ctinnmiuily. In* iiiul In ic|'unl iln* prcjii- 
(licns, mil. imly "f tin* uimmu \\liiim lln* Iuw.h \vt*n* hi In* 

(ixcfuti'il, Iml. iilsii Ilf lln* iiriiiy uml tin* )M*iipli' ulm wmii io 
('xoc-iiio Miiisi' laws, uml im umn run tlntilil Iml wliiit. ul. Uml. 
tiimi llii'n* wiis 11 slcon^' uml |ti*\vi'ifu! }u-i'jiulii‘i’ in llin unny 
(iiul lUiimiK till nf rili/miH ii).(ijins| i*.\I(«mlin>» llm 

of siilTi‘tif<(! In im^nii's, I'.siH'i’iully (lenm in llm rur.Houlli, ivlmrn 
tim ^ri'ui luuiy nf Hm sluu'.s ihti* in ulijci'l i^mimimn. 

I(. nuisl. Ill* itisn mill'll lliiil ill I 111 * W Hill* I luvi.s hill < 'mmri's.s 
iVul mil. luul wimlii md nmk«* im^rii Mnirnij'ii u jiurl- of ils |iluti. 
Mvim so viiilii'ul nil nnli .••luvmy niun ti.s niy ndli'iipm*, Si'iiulnr 
Winli', ili'l mil |iiiiiiii:u* Mil'll u iimu-iiiri'. 'I’lu’ I'flnil s\u:i niuilii 
1.0 /fivo I'liiii iM'i pul I'*! iH';'i Ml' . I III* 1 i!*lil I Cl \ td I*, It ml it \s u.-i uliiiii" 
(loni’il. Ilylliul I'ill lln' ulliui'i' \mi > rniifi'iii’d milv tijinu irhilr 
jimlo loynl rii i/.i'iiM. Ami in lln* jiluii nf llm I’m'dili'iil, Im 
lulojil'Oil in Diis ri'.'^|ii'i'l (In* imy Jinm* rnmlil iumi fur MilTiit^'i* 
us l.]io.so ]>rii|iii.si*il liy riiiipri" 1 linlinii* llml till llm url.'i uml 
proclanmliiiiiH <»f l*r«">lili'»il .lnlim'iin Ici'fim* Jim nm(*ii(d.' of 
CongrtiHH W'l'O wis'o uml MVfH'tliriil, uml {Iml llmic* uinilil lm\ii 
lioon 110 tiillii'.ull.y lii*(\vi'i’ii {■imHri'«' uml llm i’li'iiili’iil Iml fni' 
llin pormmal t’oiuliu’l, uml, i'>*pi<»'mlty, lii< Cifulumnl of ('on* 
gi'OKH aiul loiuling f*iiiigri’'"*nmn, 'I’lu* imfmfuiitili* l<l•^nl inin’i*, 
ah’oiuly iiavralt'il, at liis iiuiugnrulinn.wu.s (olliiwfil Uy vinli'iil 
ami (lisvortiit't'l fill lungimgi*, milim’nniing llu* l’ri"*i»li*nl, t*,H]i(*“ 
cially, liiu foolish minni’li iimiU* nu (Im 'Jilml nf |•’l*llnlUIy, Inliii, 
in which ho W'loclml purlicnlur jii*r.**miH an llu* nhjm’lu of ilm 
nunciation. Ilosaiil; 

I fouglil ImitniH nml ircnonit in llm tHtnili, I hiiihkhoI ilm llAiim-N, llm 
^ooin\)K(tH| llm S 1 idt*llH, iind it lc*ni^ lii*i t*! *11111*1**, ^vlnrli fnti ft'tit|il\ lilt 
willtoul iny r(<|ii*itliii^ llu* Ntivi,\*>lii'ii I Inrit r>>itit*l, nii>l ni lln* iiiln*r 

Otld of llttt hiti* lltld lti**lti I fur** Iml li\ iimm* >*ttt *'«ll \\lio t*till 

slnitd (ippottitd (<i till* rt'*>ii>rn(i<in id lln* I‘iiii>ii iif t]ii'<vi* ptiai*"*, I uiit fn*** O* 
say to you limi f unt Hlill in il,.* tt,.),!.'* 
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Aixl tip;iiiii lu> said; 

*' I mil i-iilli'i) ii|iuii III Miiiui' llii'i'i' III llii> iillii’i- I'tiil Ilf iliii liiiii ; I mil 
(tilliiiii' III iii\ frii'iiils mill fi'lliiw-i'ili/iitiH, wlm mu iiilurriiti'il willi iiii< in iIiIh 
jriivi'i'iuiii'iit, mil) I |ii i"iiiiiii> I mil fiiT to ini’iiliiiii In ynu lliu iiiiiih'm of lliii>-ii 
wlinm ! liKili ii|iiiii ns )ii’iii|^ iililinsisl in llm fiiinlmiii'iiliil |ii'itiri|ili's iif tliis 
^ii\ iM llllll■ll1, mill will) mu liiliiiriiif' In |ii>rvi'il mnl t(i*Hlroy il," 

Vtiii'i s : •• Niinii* lll•■lll i " •• Wlm mu lliuy i' ” 

III! I‘<<{ilii'i| ; 

*• ^■llll iihI, iiiu wlm Ilii'V mu. I Miy 'riimlcluiiH Sluvuns, nf I’unnsvlvmiiii, 
is uiiu ; I .SUV .Mr. Siiiiiiiur, uf lliu Suiiiilu, is miutliur; mnl Wuinlull l'lii)ri|is 
is minlliur.” 

Till' \ iiili'iici' Ilf liinf'iiii}'i', Ml) iiiililii' lluii nf y\liralmiii Lhi- 
i'dIii, iiddi'il III Dll' liiisiilily In Mi', •loinisnii ill I 'iiii|'|'iimm, iiiiiI, I 
lliinii, iiiiiK' Itiun any iillir)' ciiii.si', li'd in his iiii|>cii<’litii('i)l. Iiy 
llii* IliiiiM'iif |{f|iii‘sii|ilal ivi'.s. 

Ill Iliii lii>).;iniiin}' of liin ^•ll||ln)V^l•My In'lwt'i'ii ('onffn'.MH and 
(III' i'ri'.sidi'iil , I (ril'd in acl- as a. |ini('i>iiialu*r. I kiii'W Mr. 
•InlinsiiM iii'r.iiiiially, ids ^nud and Ids liiii) ((iialilii'S, I sail liy 
his .sidn in lln* Snimli* l■lllllnll(>l• diiriiiK llin (irs(. Uvo years of 
till! war. I was willi Idtn in Ids canva.ss in lH(il. 1 syin|iii- 
lld/.i'd will) him in his slriif'j^h's wi(h ihn leaders nf the l{nliol“ 
lion and admired his I'oiiraj.ce diirinj.' the war, wla'ii, as (lovm'- 
nor of Tennessee, he reor^aid'/<>d lhai stale iijioii a loyal basis. 
The defeel of Ids eharaeler was his nnreasoidn^ [m^macil.y, 
III' early lieeame iiivolvi'd in wordy warfare willi Snnnn'r, 
Wade, Stevens and olher.s. In Ids hi|.ch |io.si(ion he eonid have 
ili.'nej'arded erilieism, lad lids was nol. Ihe habil, of .lohnson. 
When assailed he roii^hl, and eonid be as violenf. and insidlinK 
in lanf(na}'i' or uels as anyone. 

Pniler (he.se eirenmsianees 1 made a lolij' and earefidly 
eonsidered hpeei'h in 1 he Seiiidi' on ihe tililh of Kebrnary, iKlill, 
in whieh I staled Ihe |ti)silion of t'on}.'re.ss on Ihe reeonslrne.- 
I ion nieasnre.-i, and I lie [adiey ado|iled by .lohnson from liin* 
eulii. I'lilher of Ihe |ilaiis svonhl have aei'oiiiplished Ihe provi- 
.sional re.«iloialion of Ihese .stales to Ihn Union, while all n^^reed 
(hul.wlieii admii led, t hey would be armed with all Ihn pnw- 
c'ls of .stales, snbjeel only in (he eoiislilnlioii of Ihe Uidled 
Stales. I believed (hen, and believe now, (ha(. (he ipinrrel 
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witli Joimsoii (lid ntud^ to weaken tho Republican party, 
fn coiKscfiucnce of it soveral Rcpublieun Seiiatore and Meiii- 
lier.s .severed their connection with Unit party and joined the 
Democratic Jjart3'. Jolinson, irritated by this anlagoiii.s’in, 
drifted away from tho measures he bad liiin.seK advocated 
and soon after UMS in open o]ii)osition to Die iiarty that elected 
him. I here insert passages from my speech, which expressed 
iny views at tlie tijno, and whicli 1 now feel were justified l)y 
tlic then existing opinions and conditions of political life: 

I cun no t'/ilujiiily jnoro (liiJgriH'efiil than far iiy by our 

tlivibioDH to surromler, to men who to their couuUy wore enemies in war, 
rtiiv or all of the powers of this govern memt. ITo, who conlrlbutos in any 
way to tills result, deserves tho execrations of his eountryinon. This may bo 
done by tlirusting upon llio President now issues on whicli tho well-known 
principles of his life do not agree witli the jiidgiuont of his politicfil associates. 
It may bo done by irritating controversies of n personal chanioton It may 
bo done by the ProsidoiU turning his back upon llioso who trusted him with 
high power, and tlius linking his name with ono of tho most disgraceful in 
American hislorv» that of John Tyler. I feel an abiding cun fide nee that 
Andnjw Jolinson will not and cannot do this ; and, sir, wlio will deny that 
the overbearing and intolerant will of Henry Clay contributed ver}' much to 
tho defection of John Tyler? But tho division of tho Whig party was an 
event utterly insignificant in comparison with tho ovil results of a division in 
tho Union jjarty. 

Whore will bo the four million slaves whom by your policy yon have 
emancipated? Wjmt would bo thoir miserable fate if now surrendered to 
tlic enst(aly of tho rebels of the sout))? Will yon, by your demand of uni- 
versal suffrage, destroy the power of tho Union party to protect them in 
thoir dourly purchased liberty? Will you, by now issues upon which you 
know you have not the voice of the people, jeopard these riglits whieli you 
can by tho aid of tho Ujiicm parly soouro to these freodmen? Wo know 
that tho President can not and will not unite witli us upon t)»o issues of uni- 
versal suffrage and dead stales, and ho never agreed to. Ko such dogmas 
were contemplated, ^Yhen, for his lieroic services in the cause of tho Union, 
wo placed him, side by aide, with Mr. TJncoln as our standard-bearer. Why, 
then, present these issues? Wliy decide ujion them? Why not coin- 
ploto the work so gloriously done by our soldiors by securing union and 
liberty to all men without distinction of color, leaving to the states, as before, 
the (picstion of snCfrago. 

‘‘Sir, tho curse of God, the maledictions of millions of ourjieoplc, and tho 
tears and blood of new-made froenion will, in my judgment, rest upon those 
wlio now for any cause destroy tlio unity of (lie great party timt lias led us 
through the wilderness of war. We want now peace and repose. Wo must 
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now look to oiir public oreclit. Wo liJivo duties to perform to tlie business 
interests of the eounlry, in wliich wo need the assistance of tlie Prosident. 
Wo iiavo every motive for harmony with him and with encli other, and for a 
fTonorous and manly trust in liis ])atriolisui. If ever the time shall come 
when I can no longer confide in his devotion to the prinelplcs upon which 
In) was oloofod, I will bid farewell to Andrew Jol»nson with uimfrectcd 
sorrow. I will rornomber when ho stood in this very spot, five years ago, 
repelling with uiioxanipled courage the assaults of traitors. He left in tlieir 
liands wife, children, property, and home, and staked tliom all on the result. 
I will roinomber that when a retreating general would have left Nashville 
to its fate, that again, with heroic courage, lie maintained his ])ust. 1 will 
remombor tlie fierce conflicts and trials througii which he aiul liis fellow- 
compatriots in cast J'onnossao niaiiitained our cause in the heart of the Con- 
federacy. I will reinembor the struggles he had witli tlio aristocratic olo- 
niont of Tennessoo, never asliamcd of his origin and never far from the hearts 
of the people. 

“Sir, you must not sever the great Union party from this lo^ml oloiuent 
of the southern states. No new tlieories of possible utopian good can com- 
f)onsato for the loss of such patriotism and devotion. Time, as ho tells you 
in his mossago, is a great element of reform, and time is on your side. I 
romembor the liomoly and encouraging words of a pioneer in tin* anti-slavery 
cause, an expelled Methodist preacher from tho Bouth, who told those wlio 
wore beiiind him in his strong anti-slavery opinions: ‘ Well friends, I’ll block 
up awhile ; wo must all travel together.’ So I say to all wlio doubt An- 
drew Jolinson, or who wish to move more ra|)icUy tlian he can, to block uj) 
awhile, to consolidate their great victory wltli the cerfainty fhat reason fimi 
the Almighty will continue their work. All wisdom will not die with us. 
Tho highest human wisdom is to do all tho good you cun, but not to sucrifioo 
a possible good to attempt tho impracticable. God knows that I do not 
urge harmony and conciliation from nnj^ personal motive. Tlie ])('oplo of 
my native state have intrusted mo with a position licro extending four yeais 
beyond tho termination of tho President’s term of ofTico. He can grant mo 
no favor. 

“ If I believed for a moment that ho would seek an alliance with tliose 
who, by either arms or counsel or oven apathy, worn against their country in 
the recent war, and will turn over to them (ho Jiigli powers intrusted to him 
by tho Union party, tlicn,sir, ho is dislionored, and will receive no assistance 
from me ; but I will not force liim into tliat attitude. If ho shall prove false 
to tho declaration made by him in liis veto message, that Ins strongest desire 
was to scouro to the freed men tlio full enjoyment of tlioir freedom and jirop- 
erty, then I will not quarrel with him as to tho means used. And while, as 
ho tolls us in tiiis same message, he only asks for stales to bo rcpreseiitod 
whioh are ])rosonto.I in an attitude of loyalty and Imrmony and in tho persons 
of representatives wlioso loyalty cannot bo (jucstioiicd under any constitu- 
tional or legal tost, surely wo ought not to separate from liim until, at loa.st, 
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we prescribe a tost of their loyalty, upon whioli wo aro willing to stand. We 
have not done it yet. I will not try him by now creeds. ’ 1 will not de- 
nounce him for hasty words uttered in repoUiiig ]>orsona.l ulTronts. 

*‘I 800 him yet surrounded by IIjo cabinet of Abrnlmni I^incoln, pcirsti- 
ing Lincoln’s jiolioy. No word from mo Ssliall clrivo him into political fel- 
lowship with those who, wlion ho was oiio of tlio moral heroes of this war, 
(lonoimced him, spit upon him, and dospitofuUy used him. The association 
must bo self-sought, and oven then 1 will part with him in sofrow, but with 
the abiding hope that the saino Almigldy power that has guided us through 
t)»o reoont \yar will bo willi us stil! in our now dilTi cullies until every state is 
restored to its full communion and foUo^Ysln]), and until our mition, purified 
by war, will assume among the nations of tho oarth tlio grand position hoped 
for by Washington, Clay, Webster, Jnneoin, and hundreds of thousands of 
unnaincd heroes who gave up tlioir lives for its glory.** 

1 received many letters in comuiondatiou of tliis speech, 
among others the following from Thnrlow Weed, who was in 
full sympathy with fiocrotary Seward : 

Ai.hakv, N* Y., Foliiuary 28, 1800. 

Di:ar Siikuman: — Vo\i have apokon wonls oF wisdom and patriotism 
-—spoken tlioin boldly at the right dmo. 'i'hny will iiolp save flio Union 
— ftZKi they will save t)m Union partion hi r)y if fanatics and despots will 
allow it to 1)0 saved. Just sucii a speed i at tlio moment it was made is 
worth more lluiii all that has boon said in Congross ninco tho wjssion com- 
menced, 1 thank you gnit(?fnlly fur it. Yours truly, 

TiiuiiF.uw AViuni. 

T still hoped that the pending civil rights hill would l)e ap- 
proved by tho President, and that tlion tho controversy would 
end. On the 17tli of March, ISGG, I iiuulo a speech at Bridge- 
port, Conn., in which I said : 

*‘Now, I say, that upon all thoHo various propositions, upon tUo necessity 
of a chango in tho basis of ropresoutation, upon tho necessity for protecting 
the negroes, upon tiiis question of sufTrago — upon all these cpioations that 
liavo firiaon in our politics of lato, tho diJTornncos botwoen Andrew Johnson 
and Congress aro not such as need exeito tho uhiviii of luiy patriot io citizen. 
No, my friends, wo liavo a great duty to porfovin to our country. Every 
man in public life now has a liouvy rosporisibility vesting upon liim, in tho 
discharge of wlnoli lio is bound to follow tho dictates of his own consoience, 
given to him by Aliniglity Uotl. Tlioro aro, tliero must be, dilTorenccs of 
opinion ; God has so mado us that wo must differ \ it is the established nature 
of tho human mind to disagree. It is only by discussion and comparison of 
views that tho highest human wisdom is elicited. Tlioroforo, I say again, 
tliat no Union man need feel anxious or uneasy because of tno differenees 
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between the President Mid Concjress* liOt me toll you, as tho solemn con- 
viction with whicli I address you to-night, that Andrew Johnson never will 
flirow t}j0 power we liave given him into the hands of the Copperlioad party 
of the United Slates. 

“ I jmvo munj reasons for this faith. One is that no nomination has ever 
been sent by Andrew Johnson to tho Sonate of the United States of any 
man of that stripe of politics. No flattery, no cajolery can draw him frojn 
that lino. Ho is a man wlio fights liis own battles, and wjiother aro old 
friends or foes that assail liim he fights tliein with equal freedom and bold- 
ness, and soinotinies, perhaps indiscreetly; but that is a fault of his character, 
whioli need oxeito no uneasiness in the minds of the people. 

“ On Thursday, tho day that I loft Washington, wo sent to him a bill 
which secures to all (ho colored population of thosoutlioni states equal rights 
before tho law, the civil liglits bill. It declares that no state sluill oxoludo 
any man on account of his color from any of tho natural riglita wliich, by tlie 
J^eclaiatiojj of IjulependLUjce, aro deolaml to bo iualionablo J it provides 
tliat every man may sue and be Bued, may plead and bo im])leadod, may 
acquire and hold property, may purcliaso, contract, soli and convey ; all 
tliose riglits are secured to the negro population. 'J'Imt bill is now in the 
hands of the Prosident. If ho sign it, it will bo a solemn pledge of the 
law-making power of the nation that the negroes .shall have secured to 
them all those natural and inalienable rights. I belie vo tho rresident will 
sign it.** 

Unfortunatoly at tlie end of ten days the President sent to 
the Seiiato the civil rights hill, j'eferred to, with his message 
vetoing it. It passed both Houses Avith the requisite two- 
thirds majority, and thus became a law. This veto was fol- 
lowed by other vetoes, and, practically, the President aban- 
doned his party. Pro?u this time forth, I licartily joined with 
my political associates in tlie measures adopted to secure a 
loyal roorgauization of tlic southern states. I was largely in- 
flucncod by tho harsh treatment of the freedmen in tho soutli 
under acts adopted by tlio recou.structod legislatures. 'J'lio 
outrages of the Ku-Klnx Klaus seemed to me to be so atrocious 
and wicked that the men w^ho committed them were not only 
unworthy to govern, but unfit to live. Tho weakness of tho 
position of Congress in the controversy wnth Mr. Johnson, was, 
that it had furnished no plan of reconstruction and he was 
compelled to act upon the urgency of events. Many efforts 
were made to provide legislation to take the place of the proc- 
lamations and acts of tlio President^ but a \Yide divergence 
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of opinion in the Kepublictin jm-ty manifested itself, and no 
substantial progress was made until near the close of the sec- 
ond session of the 30tli Congress. Several bills were then pend- 
ing in each House to provide governments for the insurrection- 
ary states. On the 13th of February, 1857, during the short 
session, a bill with that title came from the House of Represent- 
atives. It was maihfe.st unless this bill could be acted npou, 
that, in the then condition of Congress, all legislation would fail. 
It was kept before the Senate and tlioronghly debated. On the 
Kith of Februaiy, after consultation with my political col- 
leagues, I moved a substitute for tho House bill. The fifth 
scctiou of this substitute embodied a compreheusive plan for 
the organization of tho rebel stales with jirovision for elections 
in said states, and the conditions required for their admis- 
siou and restoration to tho Union and tho exei’ciso by tbcm of 
all the powers of states, and provided for the election of Sena- 
tors and Members of Congress. In presenting this substitute, I 
briefly stated my reasons for it, as follows: 

“Tlio ])rincl{)lo of lliis bill ia coiitflinccl in Ihn first two lines of the pre- 
amblo. It ia fouiKlocl upon tho prod a mail on of tho Proskloiit :iml Soerntnry 
of Stale made just after the assnsslinition of President Lincoln, in ^v]|i(^h 
tliey declared specifioully that tho Kobollion luid overthrown all civil gov- 
enimonts in the insurrectionary states, and tlioy proceeded by an executive 
uiandiito to create govornmenls, They wore provisional in tlioir eluinieter, 
and dependent for ilioir validity solely upon tho action of (Jongross. Tlieso 
are propositions which it is not now nooessary for mo to demonstrate. Tliose 
governments have iiovor been sanctioned by Congress, nor by tlio ])Ooplti of 
tho states wliere they exist. Taking flmi proclnirmtioj} and tlio acknowl- 
edged faot that the people of tiio southern states, tho loyal people, whites 
and blacks, are not protected in their rights, but that an unusual and extraor- 
dinary number of rases oconr of violonco, and murder, and wrong, I do 
think it is tho duty of the United States to protect those people in tho 
enjoyment of substantial rights. 

“Now, the first four seotions of this sub.sdtuto contain nothing but 
what is in the present law. Thoro is not a single thing in the first four 
sections that docs not now exist by law. 

“Tho first section authorizes tho division of the rebel states into military 
diatriols. That is being done daily. 

“The second section acknowledges that the President is the eommnnding 
officer of tho arm^^ and it ia made his duty to assign certain officers to those 
districts. That is clearly admitted to be right. 



OF JOHN SHERMAN, 


m 


**Tho third section does no more timn what tlio Supremo Court in their 
recent decision have decided could be dono in a state in insurrection. The 
Supremo Court in their reoent decision, while denying that a military tri- 
bunal could be organized in Indiana because it never had been in a stale of 
insurrection, expressly declared that these tribunals might have been, and 
might now bo, organized in insurrectionary states. 'I'liore is nothing in this 
third section, in iiiy judgtnont, that is not now and has not been dorm every 
month within the last twelve months by the President of the United States, 
The orders of General Sickles, and many other orders that I might (pioto, 
have gone furtlior in punlsluiiont of crime than this section proposes. 

“Now, in regard to the fourth section, that is a limitation upon the 
present law. Under the present law many executions of military tribunals 
are summarily carried ont, Tliis section m]uin‘S all sen toner's of military 
tribunals which afToct the liberty of the citizen to be sent to Iho coiunmiKling 
oflicer of tlie district. J'lmy must bo approved by tlic commanding ofllcor 
of the district ; and so far as life is concerned the President may issue Ms 
order at any iiiomont now, or after this bill passes, directing that llio military 
coinniander of tiio district shall not onforco a sentence of death until it is 
submitted to him, because the military ohicor is a mere subordinate of the 
President, remaining there at the pleasure of the President. 

“Tljere is nothing, thorofoi*o, in these sections, that oiiglit to alarm the 
nerves of my friend from Pennsylvania, or anybody else. I cannot think 
that these gentlemen are alarmed about the state of despotism that President 
Johnson is to ostablisli in tho soutljorn states. I do )»ot fool alanned ; nor 
do I see anything in those sections as they no\v stand tlmt need endanger 
llio rigiits of tlm most timid citizen of tho United Slates. Tlioy are intended 
to protect a race of j^etiple wdio are now without protection. 

“Now, in regard to tho fifth section, nyMcIi is llio main and nuilorial 
feature of tins hill, I tliink it is right tliat tiio Congress of (lie United States, 
befoio its adjournment, should clesignale some way by which tho southern 
Rtalos may reorganize loyal state governments in harmou}' with tlm constitu- 
tion and laws of tho United Slates, and tho sentiment of the [loople, and 
find their way back to these lialls. My o>vn judgmoiit is tlmt the lifth sec- 
tion will point out a clear, easy, and right way for those slates to bo re- 
stored to tlieirfnll power in llio govonnnent. All that it demands of tlm 
people of the southern states is to extend to all tlioir male oitizons, witliout 
distinction of race or color, tho oloctivo franchise. It is now too late in the 
day to bo frightened by tliis simple proposition. Senators can make tho 
most of it as a political proposition. U])on that wo arc pro] m rod to moot 
them, But it does point out a way by wiiich the twenty absent Senators, 
and tho fifty absent Representatives can get back to those halls, and there 
is no other way by whicli tlioy can justly do it, 

“It seems to mo tliat this is tho wliole substance of tho bill. All tiioro is 
material in tlie bill is in the first two lines of the jweamblo and tlio fifth .sec- 
tion, in my judgmont. The first two lines may lay the foundation by 
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adopting tlio proolamation issued first to Nortli Carolina, that tho Rebellion 
had swept away all the civil govoriimcnts in tlio southern states ; and the 
fifth section points out the mode by which the people of tliose states in their 
own raaiinor, without any limitations or restriotions by Congress, may get 
back full representation in Congress. That is the view I take of this 
amended bill ; and taking that view of it I see no reason in tho world why 
wo should not all vote for it.” 

The substitute was adopted on the same day and the bill, 
thus amended, was passed by a vote of yeas 29, nays 10. In 
the House it was agreed to with slight amendments, which were 
finally concurred in by the Senate, on February 20, 1867. It 
was scut to the President and was not approved by him, but 
was, on the 2nd of March, passed over his veto by a vote of 
two-thirds of both Houses. 

Upon this law, long deferred, the several states mentioned 
in it were organized and restored to their place in the Union. 
The preamble and fifth and sixth sections of tliis law are as 
follows: 

“Ax Act to Pkovidi: toh thk More Epphiext Govkrxment of 
THE Reuee States. 

“ WiiEKKAS, no legal state governments or adequate pro(e(^tion for life or 
properly HOW’ exists in the rebel stales of Virginia, Norllt Carolina, Soulli 
Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Kloridu, Texas, and 
Arkansas; and whereas It is necessary that peace and good order should be 
enforced in said states until loyal and republican state governments can be 
legally established : Therefore, 

it enacted hy the Senate and Jlvuae of I^vprcsentativcs of the 
United Stales of America in Conyree^ ai^acmbled .* . . . 

*‘Skc. 5. Andbeit further enacted ^ That wdicn tlio people of any one 
of said rebel states shall liavc formed a constitution of govornmont in con- 
formity w’itb tho constitution of tho United States in all respects, framed b}’ 
a convention of delegates elected by tho male citizens of said slate, twentv 
one years old and U[>ward, of whatever race, color, or previous condition, 
who Imvo boon resident in said stale for one year previous to tho day of such 
election, except such as may bo disfranchised for participation in the Rebel - 
lion, or for felony at coininon law, and wdion such constitution shall provide 
that tho elective francliiso shall bo enjoyed by all siich persons as have tlie 
qnalificnfion.s Jjercin stated for electors of delegates, and when such consti- 
tution slinll bo ratified by a majority of tho persons voting on tho question 
of ralificaticui \Yho are qualified as electors for delegates, and when sucli con- 
stitution shall have been submitted to Congress for examination and ap- 
proval, and Congress shall have approved the same, and ^YIlen said state, by 
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a vote of its legiskturo, elect eel under such constitution, shall have adopted 
the aiiiondment to the constitution of the United Slates, proposed b}' the 
39th Congress, and known as article fourteen, and when said article shall 
have become a part of the constitution of the United Slates, said state sliall 
bo declared oidifled to representation in Congress, and Senators and Repre- 
sentatives shall be admitted therefrom on their taking the oath prescribed b)^ 
lasv, and (lien and thereafter tlie preceding sections of this act shall be inop- 
erative in said state : rrovulal^ That no person excluded from the privilege 
of holding ofllce by said proposed aiiicndnicnt to the constitution of tiio 
United States shall be eligible to election as a ineinbor of the convention to 
frame a constitution for an)^ of said robe! slates, nor shall any such person 
vote for niombcra of sucli convention. 

‘*Sko. 0, yb/f/ be it furlhcr oiiidt-d^ Tliat, until the people of said rebel 
states sliall bo by law admitted to ropresimtation in iJjl* Cungressof iho United 
States, any civil governments which may exist tlierein sliall bo deemed pro- 
visional only, fliid in all respects subject to ()m pa i a/noun t aiitliurity of (fie 
United States at any time to abolisli, modify, control, or supersede the same ; 
and in ali elections to any oflico under such provisional governments all per- 
sons sliall bo entitled to vote, and none others, who are entitled to vote, 
under tlio provisions of tlio fifth section of this act ; and no person shall bo 
ologible to any ofllce under any such provisional govornnionts who would be 
disqualified from holding office under the provisions of the third article of 
said constitutional amendment.** 

At the same time, the financial question, embracing the cur- 
rency, the imblic debt and the national revenue wore ot the 
highest importance and demanded immediate consideration. 
Hugh McCulloch, the Secretary of the Treasury, had been dur- 
ing most of his life a banker in the State of Indiana, of ac- 
knowledged ability as such, but with little or no experience as a 
financier dealing with public questions. He was the first 
comptroller of the currency under the banking act, and ren- 
dered valuable service in organizing tlie system of national 
banks, though he had not originally favored the system, but 
was, at the time of its adoption, a strong supporter of sound 
state banlcs. In his first i-eport to Congress on the 4 tli of De- 
cember, I860, he, as Secretary of the Treasury, took strong 
ground against United States notes as a circulating medium 
juul their being made a legal tender as mone}'. He regarded the 
legal tender acts as war measures, and, while he did not recom- 
mend tiieir repeal, he expressed his opinion that they ought 
not to remain in force one day longer than would bo necessary 
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to enable tlie people to prepare for a return to the consti- 
tutional currency. Ho denied the authority of Congress to 
issue these notes except in the nature of a loan, and affirmed 
that the statute making them a legal tender for all debts, 
public and private, was not within the scope of the duties or 
the constitutional power of Congress; that their issue as lawful 
money was a measure necessary in a great emergency, but, as 
this emergency did not tlion exist, the government should, as 
speedily as possible, withdraw them, and he recommended tliat 
the w'ork of retiring tho notes should be commenced without 
delay and carefully and persistently continued until all were 
retired. Ho proposed to do this by the sale of bonds for United 
States notes outstanding and their withdmval and cancella- 
tion. He rocommendetl as a substitute the notes of national 
bauk.s, but even these notes he thought redundant, and said: 

••There is no fiict more imnifcst flmu that tho jilotltova of paper money is 
not onfv undorininiiig the morals of tlio jicoplo by encoumging waste and 
oxfrav.'ignnee, but is strikinjr at the root of our iiiutorial ])ros|)erity by' tliniiii- 
ishing labor . . . and if not speedily ehoekud, will, at no distant day', 

cnlminato in widcsproiid disaster. Tho reiiiedv, and tho only remedy within 
the control of Congress, is, in the opinion of the secretary, to be found in the 
reduction of tho ouirency.” 

The chief part of his report was devoted to tlte danger of 
iiiHatiou and the necessity of contraction. He said the longer 
contraction w’as delayed the gre.iter must the fall eventually 
be, and the more serious its cou.scquences. 

In accordance with the recommendations of Secretary Mc- 
Culloch, a bill was introduced in the House by Justin S. Mor- 
rill, which authorized the Secretory of tho Treasury, at his 
discretion, to sell any of tho description of bonds authorized 
by tho act of March 3, 1805, tho proceeds to be used only to 
retire treasury notes or other obligations issued under any act 
of Congress. This bill as reported w'ould have placed in the 
power of the secretary the retirement of all United States notes 
at his discretion. An amendment was made in the House 
which provided: 

“That of United States notes not more than ten millions of clollar.s may 
bo retired and canceled within six months from tho ])assugo of tliis act, and 
thereafter not more than four millions of dollars in any one month.” 
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'I'lid bill iiH il' 111 llu‘ Mcuiilo wus u.s follows; 

•‘An «»’l jihii'ImI iui iit‘l «Am iirl lt» iirnvirli* inonnH fn 

till' uiiiiMU/ up|iiiiM'f| Mmvli righltM^u IniiMlrtMl uml 

nixty-flvn. 

“ llt\ it A// th*' St futft r//if/ iiatisr p/* /wyi;v ni nj* (hv 

intuit,'* **f Aunriiit tti i \ihiirtHH m/i/» </, Tim I llin iirl nUuln<l ‘An 
lU’t (o prtiviilt* tntun\s ilip ^nViTiiiitiMit/ a|ipni^'r(| ftliirrh 

lliinl, liuinliml iin»1 nIxI v It vt*. himll mul in 

uiilIxnT/i' lln’ nf tin’ *l*ii*ii»*iii'Vi at Iim ilist'ii’linn, t<t vi’iM*ivt^ any 

li'i'usnrv imtt* * i*i* nilinr nlilitsttiniiM i*.*iiiiMi ntiilrrimv «i*l tif ( whi'lluT 
InsniniL’’ '»r umI, in i’\rlmhf'i» ili'Minipl nm tif liiinds niillmiT/ccl 

ijV l)n’ m‘l III w liii'li iM mi llll|l•lMt iimmiI ; him I al*.*» tn «)ih|insn of nil y ion 

Ilf l»oiii|*t jiiilliiii i.'iM 1 |tv r«iiil iit't . I'ithrt in Mil* INiih'il Shili*^ m* i‘1m*\v1ui|i'» In 
hni*li an intiMtirif, m mo nnutfito , iiml nf otii'li ii’i Im iiiit> fliink uilviH* 

lllili*. for lawful inoiio\ of ll|ii I niti il Slali*'*, or fo|- iihv tirirnny imli'H, im*!’* 
llilruirs of iiiMi'lili iito* s oi’ i * i hlii of i|«*|io‘iil , oi* olliiM' 1 i*|in'?«i’hluli vi*H of 
viilui*, \s iilfli Iin\ •' ln’on * wlii4*hiiin\ In* ii’‘'tirM nnili’r iinvin'lof (Niti|rniHM» llni 
|irnriM*iN Mn*ri*i»r to In* la i M oiM \ for iny^ Iiimi*iiu y liolim or ollmr 
iMHiir'il niiilrr i»ii> m l of I 'on^»i<’***» ; )oil iioi)iii)^{f lioji’iii nnilniin’d nimll lin ^'nn-* 
hlitn'M In nntla'ii/iMiuv iiiirrii’^oof tlin pultlinilnltt ; /‘niroA r//rimt of I Inilml 
iSlntoH nn(i*‘* liol iiior4* limn ti^h iiiillioimof itottiu^H may Im h*tim( riinl aanriMmI 
witliiii MX uioiiiliN from ilm |ian«n^oi of tlila arl, uhil llinriMiftiM* hot iuum (Imn 
fntir inilliouH of ilo||iir?i in unv nno montli : J/o/ ^oviro/n/ 'Plmt. tlin 

Kill Inwliirli Mii’t in an itinriiMiurni ^Imll nonlinnn in full fnrra tn all itn })!‘ovi» 
ainiiH^ c*xni*|it ni*Hlirn<il liy linn In*!, 

h* ii j'tffih* 9* i fttu h t}^ TJnM llio Sorrnlnrv 'i'rcnHnry 

hlmll i«'|ioil to t*on^»o*vM ai iln* «if tlm nn\t m'Hrtion lliniiinmint 

Ilf t*M*iiaii^M *1 iiiuiln or iiioiiry lull rownl HIM tor tliin art, ami of wtioin aiol oil 
wlial ti*irim; imM at' o i1o« iiiooniil mnl 1 1mmrtnr of iinli’ltloiliinNM ml in*i| nialnr 
lliia anil iui>l tin* ui t to wliirli floM in an aiiiniiilini*i}t, willi a ilntutliMl HtairiiiiMtl 
Ilf Mio nv|ii*ir'i' of naiKio;' iviifh ItiniiM am) i*\i’hnn^fi*H. ' 

'I'liis bill, \\ il loiul (‘}iniif.'r, liri'iinir ti biW A|iH} 1 ‘J, IHIIU. I 
bolit'Vt'il (boo, uixl nii\s Jionw, (bill. I bo piiHsui^o of Ibis ln.\v was 
a i^i'oiil. inlMfnrliiiii'. ll iMiubloit Ibo Soorolin y of I bo Troiisiiry 
id 111 It nipiil nilo I’nilcd SIkIcm ikiIo.s iuuI Io )tirf.(('|y 

innoiiso Ibo buodotl iiiib<bli*titio.HH of llio I'niloil Siulos. II. 
vvdiilil 11(1 ilditbl bu\ (' liroiif^dil. iiH aliropi ly III llio Mpooio sliuiib 
itnl ami iiiiolo ii*. <|l■ptMllll<ll^ fcir (’ii'('itia{iiij.; tinics ii|ti>ii (lio 
issiu'.s of iiuiioiiiil lianas. 

Al Ibirt limo I belt' \m«s ii wide dilToii'iico of ii|iiiii<)ii bid.wooil 
Ni'froliiry Met 'iiKnob and my.^tolf as (o (ho liiiaiioial pidic.y of 
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the govevjiment in respect to the public debt and the ciUToucy, 
lie was ill favor of a rapid contraction of tlio cnnency by fund- 
ing it into interest bearing bonds. I was in favor of maintain- 
ing ill circulation ibo tiien existing volume of ciirrency as an 
aid to the funding of all forms of interest-bearing securities 
into bonds redeemable witbiii a brief period at tho pleasure of 
the United States, and bearing as low ii rate of interest ns pos- 
sible. Ilotli of us were in favor of specie payinents, ho by con- 
traction and I hy the gradual advancement of tlio credit and 
value of our currency to the specie standard. With him specie 
payments was the primary object, with me it was a .secondary 
object, to follow tho advancing credit of the government. 
Each of us was in favor of the payment of the interest of bonds 
in coin, and the priiici})al, when due, in coin. A largo propor- 
tion of national .seciiritie.s wore imyable in lawful money, or 
United State,s notes. Ho, hy cmitvaction, would liavo made 
this payment more dillicult, while 1, by retaining the notes in 
existence, would iiuliico the. holders of currency certificates to 
convert tlioin into coin obligations bearing a lower rate of 
interest. 


OIIAITKU. XVII. 

[nDKUTI'JDNKSS ()!■' 'IMII'; ('nitkd Statkm in IHCifi. 


li^nlidli I’ll dm (tii t'lilirnHv Pin ‘'rnlut iJilil. nil (JrlnlnT Ml, uniiiiiiilH lo 
HnH,r» |!J, IMT.nri* *S«‘< rriiiry Mi rMlInrliV |)i hIii> turiiuvr] ! Ail SlulrH 

inh-sriiln hiliTt'si. lltunliiK iliiinlH* -My IHKriiMKioii wHIi Hi>nnliii' I*N'h^ji*]iiIi*ii 
Oi'i r dll* I'ijNirK'i* rciiiimd -'Pon dii7il I’niirrM ( nn 

die Stvivhny Ilf tliMl'n aMiiiy* MIh Ih '.iin lo U««(in» DUO, (Kill uf 

rnih'il Sinii'** Mniiili • 'Mrowlli nf dii« 

I'ail.s* Tfia S<M*ii>l iiry 'h I'nuiia (ii lln' (*iivri*iii',v h.V 

U<*l ii lap; oi' I 'jiHi'cliiiK I 'iiid’cl Ml n li'*! ,V« »{ i-a la SiU'| x'lMlial 
Hill In 'TllXfi tihit llltf'l'inil HrVr- 

IMK* M.v MViii Ui latriitiiii* inirl (tiln'r M'l.'iimi 
KnrU (It iinnl Slii'i Jiinn ‘ Il'piiiittiiiK 

nf Ilia daptilitlialll. lit A Kl'liM I hll a. 

) \I1{IN'(I llii.s pi'i-iiid a parly Hprmijf up <*oinp(i.s{'.(l of 
nil’ll (i[ all pavl ii'H cal lull l lm (Iroi'iiluK-k parly, wlio 
favuri'd an iucnuutn i>f UiiiU’d SlaluH iiidosi, and ilio 
paynuml. of all Unilcil SlalisH lannlH and ncc.nrirui.s iu 
i iinlcM. '.I'liis din’iM'iMK’.n nf opinion coiilinncd nnl.il Ilio 
inipliim of H|ii'c.i(' payinculs, in dannary, IH71I. 

I propdso I o .si ilio horn Ilio iiiciiHiiri'M ndoplcd in rospiud. I.<> 
nalional c.nrrciic.y and didil. dnniifj[ Ilio ri>sl. ol’ Ilio adiiiini.s- 
iini of I’li'.-^idonl. .lolinson. 

I'lio (iilnl ili'lif. of (iio Ifniloil Slalosoii Ilio Hl«l. of Oc.lulmi', 
* 1 , wiis S‘J,H()S,r» P.),i;i7,nr) in l.wonly-llvo dilTori'idi fonii.s of iii- 
Icdnoss of M'liicli, S 1, will), (Hill, (liKI wiiH piiyaldo al. Ilio opiion 
Ilio Soondiiry ol llm 'IVonanry, or willilii a liriof pi'iiod. 
» ainoiinl. of Uiiili'd Slalos iiolos oiil.slandinf' was Mnsii 
HjlKi/ird), and of friK’lional ciirri'iic.y §‘215,057, 'Hill, in nil 
l,’2lH,li:iS, All of lliirt nioiioy WHS in indivo circ.iilidion, in 
ill. favor iiiiionK Mk' pooplo, worlli in nso us ninoli us iia- 
lul Iiiiul< nolo.s, iiiul rujudly tis’nii' in vnlim ronipan'd wiDi 
I. 1 1, was I In* loiisl, liiirdonsoino form of iiidolil odiioss Hum 
•din}:?, 'I'lio Irousiiry iiolrs iiml conipiniinl inlorosl. nolcs 
•o in (’Xpross lorins payidilo in Ihm lawful nionoy, and, 
H . ■// ■ (.' 177 ; 
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thoreforo, bore a liiglior rate of interest than the bonds, which, 
b}' their express terms or necessary implication, were payable 
ill coin only. 

It was insisted that the amount of United States notes was 
ill excess of what was needed for curromiy in time of peace 
and might safely be gradually reduced. 'Phis offort to con- 
tract the currciir.y was (irmly resisted by several Senators, 
myself among them. The Supremo Court decided that Con- 
gress had full power to make these note.s a legal tender. 
They were far better than any form of curroncy previously 
cxistiug in tho United States. During the war, when the 
expenditures of the government reached nearly $1,000,000,- 
000 a year they were indispensable. Those most opposed 
to irredeemable paper money acknowledged this necessity. 
Tho only objection to them was that they were not equiv- 
alent to coin in purchasing power. After the war "was 
over, tho general desire of all was to advaiico tlie.se notes 
nearer to par with coin, but not to withdraw them. The ris- 
ing credit and linancial strength of the United States would, it 
was believed, bring them to par without injustice to tho debtor, 
but tlio rapid withdrawal of the notes would add to tho burden 
of debts and criiiplo all forms of industry. It "would convert 
the compound interest notes and treasury notes bearing seven 
and three tenths per cent, interest, amounting to over $1,000,- 
000,000 expressly paj’ablc in United States notes, into coin lia- 
bilities. I'he bill prepared at the treasury department con- 
templated the conversion of all United States notes into bonds. 
In that form the bill was defeated in the House of Ropresenta- 
tivos, but it was reconsidered and an amendment was then made 
limiting the retirement of notes to $4,000,000 a month. This 
gained for the bill enougli votes to secure its passage. Even 
the withdrawal of $48,000,000 a year Avas soon found to bo op- 
pressive and was subsequently repealed. 

When thi.s bill came before tho committee on finance, 1 
found rny.SGlf alone in opposition to it. I could not impress my 
colleagues of tho committee with tho grave importance of the 
measure, and its wide-reaching influence upon our curroncy, 
debt and credit. Tboy regarded it simply as a bill to change 


“ I have rll(M’(^ly to say that tins bill is loportvil liy tho committee on 
Hnaiioo without ainoiKlmeiit as it oanie from the I louse <»f Heprosoiilativos. 
Tho eonmhttoo on (inanee, on cavebil oxinniualinn oi‘ It, ean\e to tl^e v.oncln- 
sion that tho bill was woll ouon^li as It stood, aiul did not deem it advisublo 
to make any amondineut. It has beou bofi>ro tho Senalo a euiisidomblo 
time, and 1 prosuino every Senator understumls it. I ask, tht'roforo, for tho 
qiK'stion.*' 

l replied ; 

“I i‘i»^rot vtM’V unich that I di (Ter from the eomiuitleo on linaiico in ro- 
gard to this bill. This is tho only bill on the subject of the [lublio debt on 
which 1 liavo not been ablo to concur with that couimitteo. 

“ ff Senators will read this bill they will tiiid that it coiifora on tho Sec- 
Yolavy of U\o 'iheasnvy f^renlvU' powers l!)un lawe ovev conferred, sinco 

tho foundation of thi.s /^(ovornment, ii[)on any Sccrotary of the Treasury. Our 
loan laws, horotofore, liavo ^‘cnerally boon confined to tlie no^otiafion of n 
siii^lo loan, limited in amount. As tjio war proorossod, the difllcnUies of tho 
country bocamo greater, and wo wero more in tlio liabit of removing tho 
limitations on the powor of tho Secretary of tho 'IVoasury ; lint gonorally tho 
]}owor couftMTotl was con(lno<l to a particular loan then in the market. 'I'his 
bill, however, is moru general in its torms. This bill anthori'/es (lie Secre- 
tary of tho Treasury to sell any character of bonds without limit, except as 
Ui tho rate of interest. 'I’lie antiiority conferred does not limit him to any 
form of soenrity, It may run for any period of time within forty years, llo 
may soil tho scenrilios at less than par, without limitation us to rate. lie 
may sell thoni in any form he choose.s. ]fo may pul tliein in llio form of 
tixmsury notes or bonds, the interest payable in gold or in paper money. He 
may undertake, under tlio jnovisions of tliis bill, to fund tlio wliole debt of 
the United States. Tim only limit as to amount is tho pulDlio debt, now 
S53, 700, 000, 000. The power conferred on the Secretary of the 'rreasury is 
absohUo. It is not only for this year, or during tho curront fiscal year, or 
for tho next year, but it is for all time, until tho not shall bo repoalod. It 
gives him absolute powiu* to nogntijilo bends of tho United States to tho 
amount of S2, 700, 000, 000, without limiting the rato at which they shall bo 
sold, and only limiting tho rate of interest infcnmtially, Tho doaeription of 
tiio bonds ill tho act of Maroli 3, ISOn, referred to horo, would probably limit 
tlio rate of interest to six percent, in coin, and seven and threodenths per 
cent, in curienoy; but with this exception there is no limitation. 
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“ It seems to mo that in tlie present eoiulilioii of our finances lliere is no 
necessity for conferrino these large ])owors on the Secretary of the Treasury, 
'i'lie y)etiplo are not generally aware of tiio favorable condition of our linances. 
The statement of the public debt laid on our taides the other day docs not 
show fully the condition of tho finances. It is accurato in amounts, but does 
not <nvo dates of the maturity of our debts. But ii small portion of the debt 
of the United Stales will be due jjiior to August, 1807, that will give the 
secretary any trouble. But little of tlio debt which he will bo required to 
fuiul under the provisions of this bill matures before August, 1807. The 
iLMiiporary or call loan, now over one Inuidred millions, may readily bo kept 
at this sum oven at a reduced vale of iuleiost. The certUlcates of indebted- 
ness, amounting to sixty-two millions, may easily bo paid from accruing 
receipts, or, if accessary, iiiay be renewed or funded at iho pleasure of the 
secretary. None of tho compound intorest notes or tho seven-thirty notes 
mature until August, 1807, * . . 

“There is, therefore, no immedialo necessity for these vast ]K)Wcvs. Tho 
question then naturally occurs, why grant llieni V T have carefully conskb 
ered tiiis <|uo 3 tlon, and J do not think there is now any immediate necessity 
fer granting those powers. No debt is maturing that is likely fo give the 
govenimerit any troiiblo; and yet we are now about fo confer, U[)on the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, ]a)wers that we cm mot, in the nature of things, recall. 
It is true wo may repeal this law next year, but we know very well tliat 
when tliese large powers are granted (hey are very .seldom recalled; tliov 
aro made (ho pn^eedents of further grants of powm* and are very rarely 
recalled. It seems to me that iho whole object of the passage of this bill 
is to place it within tho power of llie Secretary of Iho Treasury to contract 
the currency of iho country, and tims, as 1 think, to |»roclueo an unnecessary 
strain upon the people. This powt'r I do not think ought to be given to 
him. Tho House of Rejiresontativcs did not intend (o givo lum tins power. 
They debuted tlio bill a long time, and it was defeated on (ho ground that 
they would not confer on the secretary this power to reduce the eurrenny, 
ami finally it was only passed with a proviso contau\od in tho bill which 1 
will now read : 

Tliat of United States notes not more than S 10,000, OOO may 
be retired and canceled willnn six months from tlie passage of this acjt, and 
thereafter not more than §4,000,000 in any ono inontn.’ 

“The purpose of the House of Itepresenlatives was, whilo giving the 
secretary jiowor to fund iho debt as it matured or even before maturity, 
giving him tho most ample power over tlie d(?bt of tho United Stales, to 
limit liis power over tlie currency, lest lie might carry to an extromc the 
view presented by him in his annual report. If this proviso would accom- 
plish the purj)oso designed by the IJoiiso of I^opresontu fives, 1 woidd cease 
all oppositioTi to this bill ; but 1 know it will not, and for Ibis very obvious 
reason, tliat tlioro is no restraint iqmn the power of llie Secretary of the 
Treasury to accumulate legal lender notes in the treasury, lie may retire 
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1,t H 10,0111 1 of lo^ul iinir^ ll^ I 0ii‘tu in lii** 

witliniO ni liri*l hll ion. uiiil Mills ii(-i*iiui|il|s|i ||li< \rl\ |iin|io*-i« Mio of 

I {t'|in'^iMttiil i \ I's Mil) imt inliMitl in ullnu Imii In I lt« ]iui\ holl 

tlu« IkiiiiIh ni tliP I lilloil Shth'^i ill lMi\ l.ih' lu* i*i|iMi , fiir liMii li*|s« lUlM 

ln» inil\ Imlil tlmsi* lonjil |rt|ili*|s in hii vaiills, llin‘» l♦»1^llll^^ Mu'iii fuiiii Mu* 
iMisiiii'sH Ilf Mu' roiutt I \\ uiiM MiM*i |iiii«[iu‘i* Mu* vtu\ miitiiiulUM} \\ liiuh (Iiu 
lliilisriir |f(*|ili**u'liluh\ rM liirillll |ntli*nv luin |ii‘\\i‘|- hi M<i, 'riii'irfoii*, Miiu 
|Mo\iMi, wlih'll nnl\ limiht Mil* |UI\\I*»' nf riilii'iMinn • iM-liiit irs ii|- luilrs^ i|iii<‘« 
jidI liinil liiu iiii«r llii* rtn imiM * imM lu* luu^, uiMtniit x inliiliji^f Mils 

liill, in |ini MiitiiirM Ilf fho m*iv toiiiiu ‘if Miu l*ill, iniilunl Mu* iuini’tirx 
in‘t‘iiiiliij>( hi hi'j n\\n ^muuI uill inul |i|i*usniu. 

*' M \ o\s n ilti| u ■••.sii III i*>, MtiM flu* »'^i'rii*lui \ nf I lu* *rii-ir*iii \ , in nuixili;*^ 

■ Ull ||i*t n\N tl |m iiii'\ , will till r.it. Mi* Ml \ ^ |ir will |m >| n i|tl I url it illii til* i iiuMiU 

III liiu nijilMI \ , I ml I I u'lit*\ I* ill* will rtiiii I ,ti'( Mu* fill 1 1 * 111 - > in Mu*«\\ii\. ||i* 

lui'i tliiW III till* \unll‘i Ilf till* ti*‘ii*<iil\ Sl'iO,! KH l.t lUl 1 iti iiiiii‘iii'\ iiiul Sli'VlHMI, 
OtHI III ** l.ili»t*r liiiliilit-i-, I lii'hi*\i*» Mmii Wu'' i’\i*i l«**(t*it' !•.< III Mu* 

tluilsinx until wiflim Mu* lu‘•t lun ni Mtit*t* iiiiiiitli*> ; ii |tii{‘i*v li.tlunit* tlum 
UJiH (*M*i' fimiiil 111 Mil* 1ii‘H**in \ iliiiiii}* llii* Wilt'. W lutt i** Mu* nlij* rl nf ur«'ii 
(nnliiMii^' (lii'M* liiilanri’s in Mu* fit*u*>iiiv V fo ruin <'Uf fns jtMlit s 

uf ronhiirtinn, \\ iMi llti** |M«um nf if*hiirjirn^ hi Mu* tii*u**inx Mu* tnnnuN 
MiiO 1 * 111111**1 in. xxliiil ilni's ltii rail* fur Mu* Inmhilnm |m1 ii|uin tlir* Inll In Mu* 
IlnliMt* Ilf 10*|iri***i’hhilix I*** V Tliiil uavs Mial !u< ^liiill iml ii'hti* aiul rain i*l 
liicin* Mmn !)jM M.MOM.I H )0 nf riiHnl Sfiitr^ imli'u willnii **i\ ituintliN, aiul imt 
liiorr Miiui 1 »IHIM,0()0 in anv 'HH* iiniiitlt Minraftri : Imt x\)n iirutl ||i« iriiit* 
lunl nniuul Mu*in ulu*n In* ran irluin Minn in tin* Muilf** t*l Mu* ttramin, aiui 
llniH t'lml I (trl Mu* nil )i*fir X V , , . 

"I ilti not Mimlit in Mu* Inrt riMu r tin* inii*|*iiii m Mu* rajiant x nf tiu* 
|iri‘srnl iiirniMln*ril nf Mn* Iit*a**iin ilrjiai liui*iil I lia\i* in* iniu li miiflMonri* 
in liiin u*i anxniit*; |inl Mir* i|iji'*«tii»ji nf Mu* rtnimu x v* mu* llial aU«*i*lM mi 
intiniuiulx ail Mil* Iiii'mu"-) irlulum*-* «»( lifr. Mu* jiii*|*i*)l\ nf I'Xi'n mail in 
Mii"! riiiinti v, lir* aliilils tn |'in t.ixi "*, In** uliilin In rain f»<«*'l anil ari|inii* a 
) i > i ll^!C* Malt tin lluili nin* lit In lia\ I* Mir juilV rl ln\al\ tlii* xitlitllirnf rinir||i*x. 

It nil/Hlt tn III* Jr|Ml|ali || li\ la W , Ulul Mu* law mi|*li1 tn I ti Nnj aiul *'n ilrtlltrii 

(lint rxi*n l»ii^*ini* *s inini nun litiii*str{ In* liirmir**i wiili full h nnw li'tl^n* nf 
Mir aniimnt of Mir rut imrx . witliall il*i liniihiutul t|«ialillraluiir\ I a*)i xmi. 

hir, lioNv Miiv |*iicMriir or jiulii'uiu** Mian lan imw rnr*n'** m iiiipm tiinl 

I iiiHnii**>**<, III uliii'li In* I*-' r I an 1 11*1 |ri I fii |Mi III ilrlii, witli tin** latji**' |'nw»*i Itiinn 
o\rr liiiii. It wiiiilil 111* iiir-afr fur Inin tn i|it *ii. I lu* uituumi ..f On* 

rnirnirv oit^flit iti lu* Jivnl In law, wlirtlin nou li ni jitili* ‘Mirit* mnMit hi 

lira liinil , iiiul no inaii minlii hilatxr tin* jinwri at |t1r.t no* tn t*iilmin* i*i 
rnnt hirt tlillt Mlliil . 

"'riirii tlu*ir is till* rnitlu i pnurr In t)u* i niirtii X,a pitWri llial 

lui** lint Iu*i r || ifiil t* }irr*l| ni*i|itt-*l In urn Srf1*'ljil\ nf Mu* *1*11*0 111 \ ‘rin 
aiiioiiiit lirirlnfiiii* Ims lirrn |i\ri| iiiul liiiiitf >1 ti^ law. \\\ Mu* lll**l riairt* nf 
tins )ii)| till* Hi*i*l »«hl l^X lu ailtlini l/rtl In irii’tXM l|l•ir;1lM Unit-'*, i*r t lill*‘i| Stuh'** 
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iiuti'M (if iuiv foi'iii nr ih*scrl|»ti<Mi, (iml is im' liiiiitahnii i(» ihls p(i\\i>ri 

llii» j jjmsn whii li I H’imI In \Mn. 'Diiil hi"' |»o\M*r fn n-llit* 

anci rtuicrl lln* rinlctl Sliifi's ni»ii*s, Iml iml (n iifi'iiniiiliiti* lln* ihmh iiiniiH )utl 
a)H*(‘S nil lliuat. Mv nwil illljinv ^jtill liils lM*rll. lind uIm‘ 11 (lli^^ l»ill UUH lirfcU' 
till* rciintiiil (t'd nil lliiancc I la'lii*vc(l» if \\«iiili| In* Imlfi'i* fnr llml (‘oiiiiuilh’i' In 
rr|in|l tn llii' St'iniln a IlhiiMfitil pltijci l In fiilMl iIkmIiOiI nf ||)i« rnilisl S|iiIi‘h. 

I thal tinw is llii« faxiMalili* tlini* |ti iln il, [f ii ii\i* |n*r rniil. lintnK a 

Inilif lann! nf |»rn|u‘l i pl inn iiial |ilii|HM nimninlrn. v>as jilacrtl li|inM 

ilia inailu'l. siM'li iilii|i|a |mi\vims In iii'nnlialn il as nii^r}|| {o In* ^ivrii |n 

lla* SaiTt'lai'v nf tin* M'l (sisin v, siiali a Inan as wan inilhnri/isi I\mi vrais a^jn, 
III a nsincail rah* (*r ititnrasi. |n In* l•\nlll|l( fmiii laxatinii, I liavi* nndniihi 
\vliiih‘V(*r, llin SniMctai v nf lla* 'I’rnasiu v fniilil rilinl v |inilinn nf |Im» ilnlil 
nf till* ('iiihsl S(uti*H US il iimtiiii'd. 

I i|n iml liin* to ninliarniKH a hill of (liis kimt with iiiiiniidtio'iits. luMMUisit 
I Knnw il is tlllliiMilt In iMuisidrr uhhmuIuumiIh nf tins snt i, iis|iiii iit^l an n\ani 
inatinii nf li^iirnsaiMl Ih1»!i*h, I luivit |)n*|iarisl a hill \i*vy cincrnlh , willi a 
\ i(«w In iiu*i*l mv idiai, liul i will iml |tii*H|ttil il imw in anla^niiisin in tins 
liill pasHi'd hv tlir llniisi'nf If i*|in*sriilat i\ (*s anil t In* V ios\ talinii )>v I lit* Ihiam n 
rnmmii iiM*, ihs’inist* I kiinw, in ilm jursml tsmililinii nf lltn Si*iiah», il wmilil 
linl prnliahh Im* flllh rnlisitlniisl. nlllv |mi|in'.i* nnW i>i fn |ininl (Mil llin 

furl llnil is |M*ir('tMh i lisn* In liin initiil nf nviM V siMr-ilili* man wim Inis l♦^ann 
ilinil lllis ImM. llml llin hill unit slamln (li»t*n nnl rail^ nut tlin iiMiiijfrNl inhMn 
linn nf lln* IlniiSM nf I n'| M r* nllt Jl t i \ I's \\ litMi lln*\ |>;(* ' (n| il, ainl llml llii< 

|irn\isn, limi(iii«,Mlir |«i\\i*rnr lilt' sr(’inlai\ nx nr lln’ Ini'al h*inlt*r t*ini rmw . 
(l(ii»H lint iirrnmplisli i||i« pin jin' i« \\)iii*}i llir\ dr"’i^*m*ih iiml willtniil wliu li I 
kimW llin hill lii'\ iM* intillil Imxn |np*n.ii ||i«* l|i»n f I h'jMr* •'lltalix I'n." 

Mil. l''i;ssi,Mn;s : "If lli«< IhniM* nf I {r|iir- imlalix i[m| nnl niitlt*mhiutl 
wliul llmv worn 1 Ini li^jf wlmii thi*\ ['iis'nnl lllin liilh il aii-i *>« fmin llm fuel litai 
ll)(*y (lid not ^ivi^ tlm n*in hi iIkmi' iinaninul inin as ihi* ItnmiialilnStMiuhM' fmm 
Oliin Hi'i'niM fn liiiM* dt*m* tn liis, und luko it fnr ^naiihnl llml tlit« SiM’n*tiii\ nf 
ilia 'rr(*uHiirv laid u |Mirpnsit in in*inMn|ilisli« and lliul In* wnuld nut }M*si{a(i* In 
taka any rmauis ill liis |i(iwt*r In itiMnMii[tiis|i li, iin|irnjii*i ly aK^dnst tin* muni 
f(*s(. wilt nf CNm^rass, urcaltist tint inlarasts nf lint tstinil r\ * and a;.fains|. liis 
own inlarasts us Sarivlury nf tin* d'rrusm > 

T vi'jilii'il : 

*^ \ appiad In (ha Sanulnr uhathar ihiil is a fair slahMinMil nf iii> 
ur^nnmiii ? ” 

Mil. h'KSHKN hKN : " Tliiit is iln* \say pl‘•l’r’td^ thul I nndiM 'hnid il/* 

\ Sllill : 

"Thai. Im praaiHi'ly as im ^it|itli*niaii isinhl hava iiiidi'r^rnnd iia*. I 
navar Hiiid that, lha Haaralurv impro|ii*rh wnnkl dn sn and fa \»\ aii\ m«’ans. 
]l]K(mi*nf ilia hnnnndih* Si*iialoi’*M nn*das nf slaiini!^ pinpn’Mlinns/* 

M II. l‘*i:ssKMn:N' : "I (‘arftiinly did nnl na'an In say llml iln* hniimahli' 
Saimlnr MUppoHi'd ha dasignail todn mt, hut sUah saains In ha Ilia ri*snU nf 
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his ai‘/^unient- - tliJit tin* Seorelury of tliG Treasury liuving tho power, as lie 
says, there is clanger tluit ho might abuse it in that j)rocisG way j else his 
argument amounts to nothing at all as against the bilh I eortniiily acquit 
niy friend of any sort of desire or intention to throw any imputation on tlio 
Secretary of tiie Treasury. That ho did not moan to do.’’ » . . 

I said: 

“ J do not think it wise to ronfer (>ji tl)o Soeietary of the Tieasury tlio 
power to moot the incleljfedness not accruing for a year, or two, or tliroo 
years. J do not think it is imcessary, in our present linaiicial condition, to 
aulJiorizo liim to go into market now and sell bonds at current market rnt(‘s 
with a view to pay debts that do not mu turn for a year or two. T have no 
doubt before the five- (wont}" loans are duo wo sliull retire oveiy dollar of 
thorn at foul* or five jior eout. interest. No one who IumkIs tho rapid develop- 
morits of new sources of wealth in tins country, the enormous yield of gold 
now, tho nmowal of industry in tlm smitli, the enormous yield of cotton, llm 
glowing W{‘altli t^f tins country, and all tho favorable pr(is])ec!ls tliat are be- 
fore ns, donlits tho ability of this govcnniKMit before this debt matures to 
reduce it to four or five per cent, interest. . . . 

“The Soerotary of the Treasury may sell bonds at any rate to meet debts 
as they accrue, b\U that is not tlio purpose of tliis bill.” 

Mu. Fkssknmikn : “ That is all tho purpose there is in it.” 

I said : 

“Then llioro is no necjcssily for it.” 

Mu. Fussknden: “ Yes, liioro is. T differ from you.” 

I continued : 

“ \\b> liavo here the tables bohiro us. TIjo lionorable Senator and I 
knew when this debt nmlures. . . . 

“'(’hat is tlie power now given, and Iio will use tho power. He may 
tliink it to Ills interest to retire the wliole of the seven- thirl ios or the leu- 
forties ; but is it wise for ns to give liim tliat power now, at the heel of ilio 
war and before things have settled <lowny J do not tliink it is. 

“ I repeat, T do not wisli to call in question tlie integrity of tlie Secre- 
tary of tho Treasury. The Senator interjects by saying wo must l<jok 
ahead. T have done so. The difTeronce between us Is (hat i andciputo (hat 
the future of this country will bo liopofnl, buoyant, joyous. Wo sliall not 
liavo to bog money of foreign nations, or even of our own periplo, williin two 
or throe years. Our national debt will be eagerly sought for, I have no 
doubt. I take a hopeful view of the future. 1 do not wish now to (jripplo 
the industry of the country by ndo])ting llie ])olicy of the Seendary of tlie 
Treasury, as Iio calls it, by reducing’ li»o currency, by crip|jling the opera- 
tions of the government, when 1 think that under any jirobability of affairs 
in tho future, all this debt will take caro of itself. 1 lielicve tliat if the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury would do nothing in the world oxcopt simjily .sit in 
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IiIh iiicot lliM iMvniin^ inth'lih'tlm'ss, uml \y^uv Iiih y 

lljin(K0)l will tuko nirn tif ilni'lf. tiiul will fuml ilsi'lf al rinir in livo |iim 
l>oft>ro Y«wy I0H14. AU Uml I nUjivl iu this l»\U i-* iia* it tlu* 

of tko v ctvt'r tln' rinn*iic'y, In tlii» ouiiimmm of llio 

foiinlry iu>\v lual h» an!ioi|»iilo il«*l>(s tlial an* nt»t yr{ iliio. 

ia wIjuI I aiii jifniiil «ift lii^ itiloi rt*n*m-t* In rniitiart lln* rMHi*iu’y, 
'J'lio ]ioiioiul>li* SoiJJitnr fiiiui MiiiiK*, linwo\i»r, wnulil si*iMn In think that I ini- 
]iu(o (o liiiu a wrnii^ iiiftlix <*, anil llM'rofnti* I ('orn’rlfil him wlirii In* lutnli* tho 
i‘i*iiiurk that I In mi|i|u)ho lln* st'rn*hiry lining Ihls ini|ai»|i(*t ly. 

I lhit\k lint. H’lio Sivivtavv of llu* Hhi'usuvy uifoinuMl um that In' in 

ri‘ilui‘i* till' oiuioni'V, anil lit' Ihih lit*i*ii il asraraH ho oniiM, Ih* Iuin 

la'i'iMif’iMniiulaliii^ lar;j»i» halauii's. Ilo wan tijinnMoil In tin* jiitn Ihh u hioh 
Inis lioon insorloil in ihia lilll, anil yiohlotl lt» ll niily wllli iolui*lani'i*. Thai 
in atlinitli'il on all hainlH, ami lu' ia nnl |inM*lntltal t*iilH*r in Inamr nr latiprlt'ly 
frutn riin*viii|jf niil liin |inlii*y if yon hiiii llio |ui\voi* (n iltt il/' 

'I'his hill lit‘('iitnn 11 liiw on llm I'Jlli of Ajiril. iHrid. Ihc.^i- 
(l(Mil .loliiison roliiMl (>iiiii'i<|y iiiuiii MrCiilliicIi, mid liinl im 
(ijiiuioiis ii|i()ii fiuiiiKMiii li)|iir.s. 

Nnw, iiciirly Miirly ytMiis afli'r llm |ki.ssii;.^(‘ nl lliisurl, il is 
inmiilVsI. I.I111.I, )(. was hy far lln' imisl. iiijiirioiis and i'\|ii>iisiv(> 
liiainciiil iiii'iisiiiiM'V(>r ('niiclnd hy ('(»ii{.!:n'ss. I( nnl imly cniii" 
|i(dh'd Ihn I'liilf'd Sialns In pay Iho lar>':(' war rains tif iidrrcsl 
hir ninny yi>a.rs, hnt> |iiisl|inin'(l sprcif' paynicnls nidi) hs7'.l. 
I(r added fully S!i 0 (),IHin, 0 (l() uf iiilm'c'sl. iluil inip:ld hnve heeii 
saviwl l)y Mm earlier i’('fiinditi}' nf niil.slaiidinp; hnnds inin hiuids 
heaving finiv lo live |ier eenl. inlenvsl. Mr. I'V.ssetideii, Mien 
chaininin nf Mio (‘ninmillei* on linaiiee, emnniiMed 11 grave 
error in Im.sl ily Hn]>p(irl ing I he hill, an I'rmr whieh 1 htdieve 
Im deeply regrei, led and wliieli, in conneermn with liis failing 
InnilMi, no dindii. led liini In resign hi.s posilinii as eliairniiui of 
Mail; ceniinil.ieo. AlMmugh onr dehale was ralher sharp, il 
did nnl; disMirhiair friendly rein linns. Willi .Mel'iilhndi in Ihe 
treiiHury depiivMnenl., iinMiiiig eniild he <lnne. 

If tlin funding elauHea nf i.his iiei liad heen liiiiiled In Ihe 
conversion nf eniiipnnnd inlere.sl. itnie.s, treasury miles hearing 
iiiLereat, cerMIleales nf indehlmlness, and lenipnriiry Iniins inIn 
hnnds rodeetnahle at llie pleasure of the Uiiiled Slides iifler a 
hrief time, heaving net exceeding live pereeiil. inleiesl., relaiii- 
ing in cire.iilation during Mils prnce.s.s of refunding all liin Mien 
outstanding llnitod Stalos notos, iho result wnuld liavo heen 
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greatly beiiclicial to tlie United 8tate.s, but this was not tlic 
chief o))ject of tlio Secretary of tlie Treasury. Hi.s primary 
object was to convert United States notes into iiitcrost-l)eariug 
l)onds, and thus force the iinniediatc resiuuptioii of specie pay- 
ments or the substitution of national bank notes for United 
States notes. 'I’ho result of his refunding was largely to in- 
crease the amount of six per cent, bonds, tlio mo.st burdensome 
form of security then outstandiug. Tu October, 18()5, the 
amouut of six per cent, bonds was J? 920,000,000 ; on tho 1st of 
July, I8().S, tho six percent, bonds ontsianding wei'u $1,557,814,- 
()00. The increase of those Ijond.s niidcr t.hc operation of this 
law was thus over S{i87,()0(),00l). 

Tho resull of this policy of coutractiou was not only to in- 
crea.se tho burden of tlio public debt, but it created scriou.s 
derangement of the bu.siuoss of the coiiuti'y. It excited a 
strong popular oi)i)ositiou to the measures adopted. 

The GvecubaeU party, as it was called, grew out of tins 
policy of contraction, and for a time threatened to carry the 
election of a majority of the Memhei’s of Congress. It con- 
tended practically for an unlimited issue of legal tender United 
States notes, and tho payment of all bond-s and .securities in 
United States notes. This, however, did not disturb Secretary 
McCulloch. Tn his annual report of December 3, 18(>C, ho 
again urged tho policy of a further reduction of United States 
notes. He was not satisfied with the reduction already pro- 
vided for, and recommended that tho. redaction should bo 
increased from $4,000,001) a month, as contemplated by the act 
of April 12, 18G6, to $0,000,000 a month for tho fiscal year, and 
to $10,000,000 per month thereafter. Ho said; 

“Tlio poiivjf of ooiitra()iing tlio ciroulntion of llio ^overnmonfc notes 
should bo dolifiitidy and unchangeably ostaljlislied» and tho proca^s sliould 
go on just as rapidly as possible witliout producing a financial criaiR or seri- 
ously etiibarrasslng those branches of industry and trade upon whicli our 
rovonues are de]iendont. 'J’liat tlio iiolicy indicated is tho true and safe one, 
the aoeretury is thoroughly convinced. If it shall not bo speedily adopted and 
rigidly, but judiciousl)% enforced, severe financial tmubles are in store for us.” 

IFo iibsistod t.hatf (.lie circulation of tlio country should be 
furtlior reduced, not by compolliiig the national l)anks to retire 
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Ihoir notes, but by tlio witliclviiwiil of United Slates notes. 
When reiniitded of tlio great .'having of interest in the issue of 
$400,000,000 United States note.s, lie answered: 

“ Cony id LM’ilt Ions of tliis naluru aro more lluin ctuuilerhtilanred by tlit) 
(liacrodit which attaciics to the ^ov(‘) ruiicnt by failin/r to])ay its lUJtca accord- 
ino' toflioii* tenor, by the had inlhicnct? of tliis iiivolnntnry discredit u])on tlio 
pul>lic imnails, and the wjilo de|iarfiire» which a continued issue of Ic^^al ten- 
der notes involves, from past usae*(\s, if not fnun tlio teachings of the con- 
st iln lion itself.” 

1 fc said ; 

“1'iie govf’rnniont cannot exerciso powers not conforrccl by its organic 
law or necessary for its own prcsoi’vation, nor flisliuiuu* its own engagements 
when able to meet tlicin, willumt either shocking or demonilizlng the scnli- 
nieut of the [leuplo; and fiio fact that tlic indefinite coniinuarico of liie cir- 
ctilalion of an inconvortilih? bnt nfill legal ICMulor currency is so genorallv 
advocated indicates Imw far wo Imve wandered from ol<l landmarks both in 
linmu^e and elliics.” 

Tlic growing opposition of tlio people at, largo to the con- 
traction of the curreiicy scoiiicd to have no clToct uixm his 
mind. 

Mo again recurs to the same .subject in his annual report to 
Congress, in Docoinbt'r, 1H()7. After .stating that the United 
Stales notes, including fractional currency, had been reduced 
from 8450,000, OOO to $887,000,000, and tiic funded debt had 
been incimscd $084,548,800, ho urged as a measure regarded by 
him a.s important, if not indispensablo fO)' national prosperity, 
Iho funding or payment of tlic balance of interest-bearing 
notes, and a continued conlvaction of the paper currency. Ho 
urged that tlio acts anthoriy.ing legal tender notes be repealed, 
and that the work of vetiving the notes which had hceu issued 
nndor them should he commenced without delay, and carefully 
and por.sistcntly continued until all wore retired. 

4’hi.s policy of contraction, honestly ontcrlained and per- 
sistently urged by Seevotavy McCulloch in .spite of growing 
•stringency, led Congress, by the act of Uebrnary 4, 1S(»8, to sus- 
pend iiulofinitoly the antbovityof the Secretary of tlio Treasury 
to make any reduction of the cmrency by retiring or canceling 
United States notes. 
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Wlio can doubi. that if he had availed liiniself of the power 
givo}i him to refund the interost-licaving notes and certificates 
of the United States into bonds bearing a' low rate of interest, 
leaving tho United States notes bearing no intercsi. to circulate 
as money, he would have saved the government hundreds of 
millions of dollars ? If irredeemable notes were a national dis- 
honor, why did he not urge their redemption in coin at some 
fixed piirioil and then reissue them, and maintain their redemp- 
tion by a reseiTc in coin '{ 

Tho act of Uebruary 25, 18()2, under which the original 
riiiteil States notes were issued, provided that: 

“Siicli TJnItod Slati'ji iiotus hIuiII bo roooivod iIm' suiiu’ us cnni, at tlinir 
par valiu‘, in payirionl Fnr any luans tiial may iu' hcroaftor soki or lU'^otiutod 
by tlie Seerofnrv liio 'rroiisnry, and may i)i‘ ndssuod from tinio 1(» tinio as 
tli(^ oxi^ouoles of tho public inlorosl shall rofpiiro/’ 

Tin's provision would have maintained the parity of United 
States notes at par with bonds, hnt under tho pjcs.surc of war 
it was deemed best by Congress, upon tho rocominendation of 
Secretary Chase, to take from the holder of United States 
notes the right to pj'csont them i)i p!i.ymtuit for bonds after llio 
first day of July, I8{i8. If this privilege, conferred (triginally 
upon United States notes, had been renewed in IHfKi, with the 
riglitof reissue, bonds and notes would togothei' liave advanced 
to par in coin. Jhit this is what the contractionists especially 
oppo.sod. 'I’hoy demanded the cancellation of tlic notes wdien 
l)rcscutcd, a contraction of the currency when ofierijig our 
bonds. It is easy now to perceive that a conservative n.so of 
United States notes, convertible into four per cent, bonds, 
would have steadily advanced both notes and bonds to par in 
coin. But tho equally orronenns o])posing opinions of contvac- 
tionists and oxpansioni.sts delayed for many years the coming 
of coin i-osuJiiption upon a fixed quantit)' of Ubiitcd States 
notes. 

Among the acts of this Congre.ss of chief importance is the 
act a])provcd July 13, ]8()(), to i-educ.e taxes and provide inter- 
nal I'evenuc. 'I'lic passage of such an act required much labor 
in both Houses, but especially .so in tlin Ifoiuso of Itoprc.scnta- 
tives, whore tax hills niu.st originate. It was a compromise 
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measiiro, and, unlike previous acts, did not reach out for now 
objects of taxation, but selected such articles as could bear it 
l)est, and on some of tlicse tlio tax was increased. A great 
number of articles that cuter into the common consumption of 
the people and are classed as iiecessaries of life were relieved 
from taxation. The general purpose of tho bill was in time to 
concentrate internal t.axo,s on such articles as spirits, tobacco 
ami beer. The tax on incomes was continued l)nt limited to 
tlio Both of June, 1870. I have already stated the marked de- 
vclopineiit of internal taxation, and this measure was one of 
the most important in the series to produce great revenue at 
the least cost, and of the lightest burden to the taxpayer. 

Soon after the passage of the act, approved A])ril 12, ISGfi, 
to contract the currency, I introduced a bill, “To reduce tho 
rate of interest on the national debt and for funding the same.” 
Ill view of tlie jmssage of that act 1 did not expect that a fund- 
ing bill would inocl witli success, but considered it my duty 
to present one. and on the 22nd of May, bS(l(i, made a spoecli 
ill sui)])ort of it. 'J'he hill provided for the voluntary cx- 
cliange of any of the outstanding obligations of the Ibiilcd 
States for a bond running tliirty years, Imt redeemable at the 
pleasure of Iho Ibiitcd States after ten years from date, bear- 
ing interest at the rate of live per cent., payable aiimially. On 
reading that speech now 1 lind that, though I was imic.lt more 
confident than other.s of converting our maturing securities 
into five per cent, bonds, tho general opinion then prevailing, 
and acted upon by the Secretary of tho Treasury, was to issue 
six per cent, bonds as already stated. 1 stum found thtit it was 
idle to press the funding bill upon Congress, when it was so 
much occupied with reconstruction and witli Andrew Johnson. 
The refunding and many other inoasuros liud to he postponed 
until a new adiniiiistratioii eaino into jiower. Congi'css liad 
unfortunately uutliori'/.ed tho issue of six per cent, bonds for 
accruing lialhlitics, and thus ])Ostpoucd refunding at a lower 
rate of interest. 

Tlio long and exciting session of 0ongre.ss that ended on the 
28th day of July, 1861), left me in feeble streugtli and much 
discouraged with the state of aftaii’s. 1 had arranged with 
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General 8hcvnuin to accompany liini in an oflicial inspection of 
army posts on tlie westei n plains, but did not feel at liberty 
to leave Washington until Congress adjourned. The letter 1 
wrote him on the Sth of July o.xpresscs my feelings as to the 
political situation at that time : 

CnITKI) StaTKS SkNA PK ClIAillJKR, ) 
VVasiiixcjton, July 8, \ 

Dear HhotiiiuR : It is now wise for you to avoiil all cxjirossioiis of 

political opinion. Uongress and tlio Prcsidtnit arc now drifting from each 
otiior into open warfaro. Congress is not weak in what it lius done, but in 
U'/iat it /tan fai/vd fo do. It has adopted no unwise or extremo measures, 
'riuj civil riglils bill and ounstitutiunal aniondnumts can bo defended as 
reasonable, moderate, and in Imnnoiiy with .lolinsoids old positi<m and yours. 
As (IJongntss has thus fur faii(‘d to pn»vi<h> ineasun*s to allow legal Beimtora 
and Hopresemtatives to lake* llndr seals, it has failisl in a plain duty. Tliis 
is ils wealcjie.ss, but even in ihi.s it will havi^ the sympathy of iJm most of t)je 
soldiers, and thi> peo])lo who are not too eager to secure rebel political 
power. As to the Ihesiclenl, he is becoming 'rylorized. Ho was elected by 
the Union party for his openly expressed radical sentiments, and now lie 
seeks to rend to piocf^s this jiarty. 'rherc is a sontiinoni among the poojde 
that this is dishonor. It looks so to me. What Jolinson is, is from and by 
tho Union party. Ho now deserts it and betrays it. Ho may varnish it up, 
but, after nil, ho must admit that ho disapjxiinls the reasonable exjiectations 
of those who intrusted him with power. Ho may, by a coalition with co])* 
perheads and rebels, succeed, but the simple fact that nine-tenths of them 
who voted for him do not agree with him, and that he only controls tho 
other tenth by power Intrusted to liim by the Union party, will damn him 
fori^ver. Hesidos, ho is iiisiiicero; ho has deceivc'd and misled his best 
friends. I know ho led many to bcliovo he would agree to the civil rights 
bill, and nearly all who conversed with him until within a few days be- 
li(UM»d dm would ac(|nit«sco in tho amendments, and eveji aid in securing 
their adoption. I almo.st fear he (contemplates civil war. Under these 
circumstauoes you, Grant, and 'rhonins ought to bo (dear of political com- 
plications. As for myself, J intend to slick to iinanco, but wherever I can 
r will moderate tlio actions of the Union party, and favor (jonciiialion niicl 
restoration. AlTectionaloly yours, 

John Siteu.man. 

After the adjournment T proceeded to St. Louis, and with Gen- 
eral Sliernian and two stall' oflicers, went by rail to Omaha. 
'I'his handsome city had made great progress since my former 
visit.- Wo then went by tho Central Pacific railroad to Port 
Kearney, as far as the rails wore then laid. There our little 



ui'.uui 




piU't)' started through the Indian 'rorritory, riding in liglit 
wagons with canvas covers, eacii drawn by two good army 
niiiles, escorted by a squad of mounted soldiers. We traveled 
about tliirty miles a tlay, camping at night, sleeping in onr 
wagons, turned into ambulances, the soldiers under shelter 
tents on blankets and the horses parked near by. 'I'lio camp 
was guarded by soiitinols at night, and the troopons lay witli 
their gnus close at hand. Almost every day we met Indians, 
but none that appeared to be hostile. In this way we traveled 
to Fort Laramie. The country traversed was an unbroken 
wilderness, in a state of nature, but .singularly beautiful as a 
landsca\)e.. It w{is an open prairie, traversed by what wnus 
called tlie North Platte River, with scare,Gly water enough in it 
to he called a creek, with rolling hills on either side, and above, 
a clear sky, and air pure and bnicing. It was the first time T 
had been so far out on the i)hiin.s, aiul T enjoyed it beyond e.^- 
pre.ssion. 1 was soon able to eat my full share of the plain 
fare of l)road and nieut, and wanted more. 

iVfter many days wo r<’achcd Fort liaramie, tben an imjK)r- 
tant post far out boyund Ihe frontier. Wo remained but a few 
days, and then, following south along tbo foot hills, we ciussed 
into the Laramie plains to Fort Sanders. 'J’his whs the last 
post to the west in General Sho'inan’s command. From 
thence we followed the coiuse of tho Onclic la Poudre. On the 
way we camped near a station of the Overland Stage Company, 
for change of houses and for meals, in a chaianing and pictur- 
esque region. The keeper of the station soon called and in- 
quired for me, and I found that he was a former resident of 
Mansliold, who married tlio daughter of an old friend. He in- 
vited our party to his house, and there I met his wife, who, in 
this region without any noighbous or habitations near, scorned 
to be perf(K;tly bapqjy and fearless, though often disturbed by 
threatened Indian outbreaks. We were hamlsoniely entei'- 
tainod. it was a great relief to sleep one night in a comfortable 
bed, after sleeping for many nights with two in a narrow wagon. 
We then proceeded to Greeley, where we found a small settle- 
ment of farmeus. From thence to Penver, we found a few cab- 
ins scattered over a vast open plain stretching as far as the eye 
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could reach to the east, witli the mountains on the west rising 
in grandeur and !ip])arontl\' presenting an insurniountablo har- 
rier. I have seen many landseai)cs since that were more hold 
and striking, hut this (!om))ination of groat monntuins and 
vast plains, side by side, made an impression on my mind as 
lasting as any natural landscape I ha.vo soon. 

At Denver, General Sherman and T wore handsomely enter- 
tained by the citizens, many of whom General Sherman know 
as soldiers under his command during the wai', and sojne of 
whom I know as former residents of Ohio. 'J'hey were enthu- 
siastic in their praise of Colorado. It seemed to me the air was 
charged with a su perahundaiu'c of ozone, for everyone was .so 
hopeful of the future of Denver, that even the want of rain diil 
iiot discotintgo Gioin and some of Mieni triotl to (tonvince me 
that irrigation from the mountains was l)olter Ihaii showers 
from the sky. l)env(w was then a town of less than 5,(K)U in- 
habitants and now contains more thaji 1 10,000. Colorado had 
]os.sthan 00,000 inhahitanhs in 1670, and in 1600 it had 412,198, 
an increase of nearly ten fold in twenty years. Hut this marved- 
ous growth docs not spring from the invigorating air and flow- 
ing springs of Colorado, hut from the precious metals stored in 
untold (piantitiDs in her moinitain.s. From Denver General Sher- 
man had to continue his insiiection to the southern posts, and I 
was called homo to take part in the pending canvass. 1 started 
in a coacli iieculiar to the country, with three or four passoii- 
gmr.s, over a distance of a))ont four hundred miles to Foi-I; iGlo.y, 
in Kansas. VVe had heard of many Indian fora.ys on the liiio 
wo wero to travel over and thoro was some danger, hut it was 
the only way to get homo. Each of the pa.ssengers, f among the 
number, had agood Winchester riHo, with ])]onty of am)nm)ition. 
The coach was a crude rattle-trap, noisy and rough, but strong 
and well adapted to the journey. It was drawn by four houses 
of the country, small but wiry. We had long reaches between 
changes. The stations for meals hud moans of defense, and 
the food sot before ns was substantial, mainly buffalo beof, 
chickens and bread. A good apjjctite (always a sure thing on 
the plains) wa,s the best sam^c for a substantial meal, and all 
the meals were dinners with no change of courses. We saw 
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on the Wiiy many evidences of Jiidian depvcdfiiions, one of 
which was quite locoiit, and two of tlii'cc scttlei-s had heon 
killed. Wo met no Tndiiuis on the way, but we did meet 
myriads of buffaloes, scattered in vast herds to the north and 
south of ns as far as the eye could reacli. ft is .sad to rollect 
that all these animals have boon exterminated, mainly in 
wanton sport by luinters who did not need thoir flesh for 
food or their hidc.s for loathor or robes. This dostrnction of 
bufFaloe.s opened the way for herds of domestic cattle, which 
perhaps in equal uiimhers now feed. upon tlie native gra.ss of 
the prairies. 

In a recent visit to western Nebraska and South Dakot a, I 
.saAv tho.se cattle in great nnmber.s in good condition, cheaply 
cared for and .sold for four cents a pound on the hoof. 'J'ho 
owners of timse cattle purchased land from settlers \vho had 
acquired title under the lioineslcad or pre-emption law-s, as 
suitable .sites for randies, induding a permanent lake or 
pond for each, an iiidispen.'^iiblc requisite for a ranch. 'I’liis 
being .socurod, they built houses to live in and sheds for the 
protection of their cattle in winter, and thus olilaiiied practi- 
cal po.s.sos.sion, witlioiit cost or tuxes, of all the government 
land needed for their ranges. Sad experience has convinced 
setUer.s in all the vast rainless region of tiio west, that they 
cannot jnodnee grain with any certaintv of harvesting a croii, 
and thousands who have made the experiment in western 
Kansas and Nebraska and in eastern Coloi-ado and Wyoming 
have recently abandoned thoir improvemoiits and their claims. 
It seems now that this part of onr country must be given np 
to the herders of cattle. 'I’he IndiaiKs and buffaloes have di.s- 
appearod and the “cowboys” and domestic cattle and honsos 
have taken their place, to give way, no doubt, in time, to the 
farmer, when the water will be drawn from tbo earth by arte- 
sian wells, and life and vitality will tlins be given to a soil as 
rich as the ICan.sas valle5'. 

We reached tlio end of our .stage ride at Fort Itiloy, and 
were glad to enter into the cars of tlie Kansas Pacific railroad, 
though they were as dirty and filthy as cars conki well be. All 
this has been changed. Now the ride over the plains from 


Kiui.sas ( !il.y lo Douvt'i' niu lio nitidi', in a j'onipnnil ivnly fi'w 
lioiirs, ill I'dinl'dii. imd suTidy. 

I nd.uriuul Id Oliio Id liikn niy usual pail, in llid cuiivuns in 
I lid fall df IHiit), and r(d ui'iu'd Id Wasliiuj'lciu iu tiiuc' fur llm 
uiddl iuij: dl' (’«ui{j[n'ss du I III' lirsl. Mdiulay iu ni’n'iulidr, 

I'riur Id IHIPJ hul- lil I lo alli'ul iuu was jrivuu by CdUKi’t'SH Id 
Mid ^frualdsl. and uuisl. iuipdrlaul- iudiislry dT luaiikiud, lliiil- of 
a^fficull iiri', 'I'liis is uspccially liiii' df lliu Uuili'd Slnlus, 
wlinru I lid luajoril.y df ils iiihaliilaiiis aid dUfiaj-d'd iu liinuiuK. 
A| 4 :rii'iill.iii(' lias fiiniislidd Mm ('ituil. laidy df dur d\)>dils, yi>| 

I Ills diiipldyiimui liad lid rdpfdsdiilaiivd in any id' lln* dd|iarl 
iiii'iils I'M’dpl. a cldik iu llm I’aldul Dllirr. Ttm piivilcpas 
p;i iiiildd by I liai biti'diiu to iu \ dulnrs bad no ndiil inii Id n ni k un 
llii'raini, llidii{i:b lariiiiMK was pnaiMy aided by in\ eiil imi nt 
rariii iiiipldumiils diiriii^' llm pdiind dl llm war. wlmii a inillidii 
id' iiK'u weld drawn rnnii llmir ddinipiil idiis inld llm iiriiiy. 
't'liis aiiduialy lud In llm passiip:d, on llm irdli nf May, iHl'i'J, 
id llm aid Id ('slablis)i I im di'parl iimiil id iiy;i'irii|l.un'. 'I'lidiipb 
ni Ill'll a di'pai I iimuk ils idiinf dlllrdr was a ^■dnlutis^.idIml• nf 
aK>'ii'uli iiri', wliii was uid. rnr uiiiiiy yi'iiis a. umiiibrr id llm 
cabludl. 'I’iu' lli'sl. caiuiiuissidimr, Isaac Ni'wlnii, iippniiilcd by 
hiui'.idii, was a pciMiliar cliararldr, a (juaki*r id I'bilinlidpliia, 
a i^a I'di'iK'i' nil lii'i' I ban a riirumr, bill Im was an inn imhi and 
aidivd idliccr, Tim approprial inns Tdr his dcpinlnmiil werr 
vi'cy siuall, bill I'liablcd biui Id disliibali' valiiab]i> .< <-cd;> and 
(‘III I iiip;s, wirn'li wei'd in pri'iil dinuinid and nl ri'iil MTvicd 
Id faniii'i'S. 1 cai’ly liadi aii aidivc pail iu pinnidl in;.' bis 
('ITdils ami ('Specially in prdcuriu;j: Idm uppinprial inns mal 
laud wlii'i’i' Im cdiild lesl bis e.vpi'riuienls. lit' a|iplied fur an- 
Miurily Id usd Mail piudidii id lleservalidu Nn. ‘J belucc'ii l‘JMi 
and l•ll-ll siri'dis id Mm iiiall iu Wiisliiii^ldu, Mu'ii an um<i;diMy 
wasid willidulM I'ei' or sliruli, bill Im was Hdlilied Mail I b(> use 
id il was csscul ill lly imcessary In Mm war deparl ineni as a cal 
Me yard. WImu Mm war was dvi'r ( 'du;'ri'.s.s apprupriuled il fur 
Mu' usd (d bis di'imvl uii'id . Me (I'dk pussi'^sidu t«r il alumi Mm 
iiiiddb' (d April, iSlin, and, I bdn;'b Mie pi'diiial was an unbrnkeii 
sdi! (d li'iiacidiis clay, b(« ferlili/ed and piil\ eriv.eil a pari (d 
il. and ]ilauled a ;'real variely nl' seeds bir prupaytal inn, and 
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(•(ivcn'il IliA |i<irli(iii.s uT il willi f^Mass iitid ri'ii'iils. Ilia 

r(i|Kir(.s iiicn'nscd in iiil«*r<'al iin<l won' in {.'real tlt'iiiainl. ilis 
oJliw woi'Ii was dniu' in inaonvi’iiinnl laiilsof llin I’ali'nl Ollicn, 
and lilt' la'cr.'f.sily t»f l»{‘lli>r aiaannniodai inns was rnn.^^laid ly 
[ircsscd n|Min Mninlitns id’ Cnn^rcss. I Innk an iiclivn intnrt'sl 
in I la* sniijrcl , and oUVrcd an ann'iidint'nl In lla^ civil a)>|n'n|n’i- 
alinit hill In a|)|n'i)|)riat(' $1(1(1, ODh for ii snilahli' hiiildin^' Fnc Ihn 
di^|iaiinnnd of af{)'i<*n|l nrn on I la> rcscM'val inn nicnl iniicd. 'I'lii'i'n 
was a. dis)tnsili()n in I la^ Sinialn In ritli(Mdi< Nnwlnii and Ids sci'ds, 
atai idr. I<'<'ss<<ial(‘ii n|i[inscd lint iL|>|irn|i('iul inn ns nia* fnc an (di- 
jccl. nnl within lh(» c(aiHl il.nl ional jaiwcr nf I'nii^n'css. '('ht' 
ainnialnand, hnwovnr, was jnUipli'd nn UinliHlli day id Knlirnary, 
IH(17. Ncwlnii (lied nn Uni IDIh of .Innn of llnil. ycai', hn( nn 
Ihn y'Jnd nf Anmisf, .lnl\n W. Sinhos, as ac.liniJ! cninmi.ssiimt'i*, 
<nd(n‘(Ml into a. cnninicl. for Hut (n'isdion (d' llin Iniildinjr, and 
llni'ucn l!aj)rnn, as cnniiidssinnnr, cninidnlcd lli<( wnvU wilhin 
(hn liniiisor (laui|ttn'n|intdinn. a nii'(>n'sidl in I laM'nnsI riad inn 
nf a |iid)lic hnildin^i;- I'hc hnilditiK is adinii'ahly ada|il(>d for I ln( 
])nr|insns desiffned. Tin* nnsif^hlly r('S(>i-val inn has hccii con* 
vo’led hy Mr. ('ii|)rnn and hi.s siiccn.ssnis in nllicn inlfxiiin of llii' 
innsl. hcanlifnl parks in Washinj^lnii. 'I'la* d(‘par(na'nl <d' a^'i'i- 
cid(nr(' is now rnpn*si<nlcd in Ihi' cahita>l, and in praclical n.sc- 
fulnns.4 l.n l lio c.niini.ry is (uiini! In any of I In' dcparl nicids. 
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SIiimI Si‘M‘iin|| [tf t ( '||||\ • III (| M<||I‘|| I, ISliV I hii’diui' riiilillMlill %i\ lln* 

( 'Mriililif li r* nil Sllt i i in ll hi*. Si |lii 1 1 ir I 'l ( Pi'lMII'l Ul I* liil Mllinjit* 

U'llillihj^ It WjiKi't’ linhi II Si’H I'hjilnjii C 1 1 ■(.^(|]||||| Kiif»«itiirH I'ininl 

rijfli i' S im \ r'itlHiM ■' KnrJinli nilirri^* liii|iM «iniiti nf .Inlm Iti4-Jii, IMm. 

Vi\v|i \\\\\\ Ullwr PinhiithMi Unnh tn 

I {nlttiihl Mihl ( ri’t iihih \ \m \ihlh im'<‘ u j( Ii lilHiiihi rL MjtS\ni|itt 

f ll V ll ll rill' I nil Ml I lilt • W'niiili 1 .1 rtl I III' I’ni i I Ia |in*>if l« Ml 

I .III' ill I 'll! i ‘ I ‘i * Ilf III III 1 1ll* I .rii|>i 1 1 If Nupnh mi III ninl 

ilii* Krii|iii . I'lij 1 III.- \ thiiihi III ilii' rmliih » 

M\ jN'iillh llnhii’ 1 1| 1 1 t iiM I li ilin I Mii||i-> rnliiiMlH 

lijiMI III Si 'llMl mI rrtlji t « il I i | h I tl< li'lJl « ' I ( 1 1 

rnhiiMj” liiiiii I Ihif-fli I Hi It* III. 1 1 Tati 

nil- In I i In* ('••irnii I Niillnii i 

Ui-lafivi’ \ (iliiM Ilf Hiilil iiimI SiIw i. 

D IMilNd llin hrU >t' inii nf llu* Milt li ( fln^ 
n'liUiniiH IipIwcmhi 1*1 <'.** iiliHil *l<iliii:;uii iiimI I’hIhhi'* ^ 
lirraniH siit'li Ihul il was ih’isin'tl ikIvImiMp In pm- 
vii|p hy law fnr a st'N'nicui tif lla* tu»v\ uu (ha 

'II hnl' Marrh, IMIV. Ilial Immh^*: I lip aujuiiitMircMiiPiil (if IIipIpi'iii 
fnr U'liic'll IliP Mi'liilirHs WiM’i' t*|prlra|. 

*riu» lii\v» ill iu> npiiiina, niH!;lil In ha a jianmiuaul nua, 
IIimI IIi(‘ will nf Ihr prnpla. as iwirliHinal liy (lia alat linns. ruay 
III' prniMpI ly ra^^pnialiMl In. |in( siii'liwas ntil Ilia pui pnNi»nf 
this ual. 'Ilia rausnu was lhal, uialar Ilia rtaini nf anUmvily 
lulicla hy Ha' I *ri*^iilaiil , Hiaia was n frar llinl lia niiplil 
ni/a I 111' .^'lalf's in iia ni icm*| inn liarnn« lla*yliail (MutiplitMl w il h 
Wws anHililinns )»rasn'il>iMl hy law fnr varnnM niai inn. 

Ill pursuiiHiM' nf lliis law Iha inili (‘miprass inaf nri Ilia ilav 
liaiiiail. 

1 Innli lha nail) as SiMialnr, my (*iillrapm% Hatijamin l‘\ 
W aila, prasiilnnl /an /# /a. nl I In* Nainil a, ailiniiiislarirnMl . I |ia 
aama (*hairiiinii nf Ilia mmmillaanji linaiica hy I la* \ nlunlarv 
n‘l il (‘m(‘lil nf Mr. I’^assamlaii, 1 Kriiwv Ihisliml liaan hir* piirpn a 
rliirili;.^ lha .■^assinii jiisl a|n/-ail. lit' (swiiplailiail tif his hr«nllli, 
aial iliitl. lha (amliliamaiil aial hihnr nf Ilia pasilinu ha hahl 
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luldiul lo liis iiilirmily. AI llit> .'^niiit' liin<' il wiis a-Jiici-il Ihal. 
tin* iUili<'s Ilf lha (•(iniiiiiUt'c slitHiltl In* liy n'ri'iTiii^' all 

ap)tr(i|iriii.lii>ns id a cdinitiilliM- on a|'i'rd|iiiuf iuns. mul I was lo 
(‘.ll(lOS(» ll('l•\V(•('ll Hid IWd CdliilllillddS, 'I’lu' IlcillSddr l(d|ilT.sc>n(' 
ativcs had alri*ady dividi'd Hie lahdi-s (if Ihccdiiiniillcd iif ways 
and means, a l•dl•l•(-s|^dlldill}^ fdiiimillee Id Dial mi linaiieo, 
anidiiK ll'e d\|ic'riuieiil liinl pnived a 

success. I prel'ened I lie cdinmil lei* mi Ihiaiii’e, and remained 
ils (diainiian uiilil I Iteeame Secrelury of Hie 'rreiismy. Mr, 
l''dssmiden l.ddl< I lid easy and pleasaid pd.silicin nf cliainiiaii iif 
Hid cmiiiiiiHed dll piildic liiiildiiip:s and }.;rdiiiids. and hidd Dial. 
pdsiHim until Iid dieil in Sepleinher. ISIV.I. 1 liave already ex- 
pressed iny dpiiiidii of his reinarlviilde ahilily as a delmler and 
as a sliildsniiiii nf hrnad and cmi.smvalive views. Ili.s only 
faiill. was II liiisly letiiper Inti idleii dis|ilayed, lud as nfli'n 
rogrei.l.ed hy liiiii. 

(idii^ri'.ss adjmiriied mi Hie dHlli nf Mandi, In meet ii^'ain mt 
Hui !lrd df duly. The Seiiule was ealleil In a .special sessimi 
hy priiidanial idii df Ihe Hresideiil mi Ihi' l.sl day nf April, 
IHI)?. II. rdiiiaiiieil in ses.sidii mdil Hie'JOHidf April and Hieii 
iidjmirned slur i/h . 

I did not. I'diiiaiii inilil Hie idd.s<> nf Hie .se.s^idn, lad alatiil. 
Hid loth df April sailed fi'mii New Vnrli fur l^llrnpd in Hie 
sldiinn'r "Hil.y df Aid werp." I went fur needed re.sl, a ehiiiiKd 
of air and scene, and had in vimv, as mie of Hie allraclimis nf 
Hio voyage, a visil In Hie expesilimi til I’ari.s in Ihal year. My 
assoc, iaii's on Hie eceiin were (’dhniel Morresv, Hiiiled Slale.s 
Army, and doliii A. Kassmi, Meiidier of {'mif,!:ress from lesva, 
and we remained ie).(eHier nnlil I left l.midmi. 

1 had no plan, rmile nr InisinesM, excepl lo fjd w here I drifted 
wiili siiidi cdiiipiiiiidiis as I niel. The mil.v limilalimi a.s In lime 
was Hie duly of ret iirnini^ In niei't the adjcniriieil .•(es.simi of Ihe 
Honalo in .Inly, I have no mcmdriiiida in re.spi.i'| In Hn* voyiine 
and preserved no lellers ahmil. it. Slill. the principal .M’enes 
and ovoiils are impressed mi my mind and I will iianali' Hient 
as f now recall Hieiii, 

The pa.s.sap;e on Hie ocean was a faverahle mie. We had 
soiiio rain hut. no winds Ihal dislnrhed my diKe.-lidii. Uul. few 
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on tho vessel were seasick, and these mainly so from imagina- 
tion. The captain, whose name T do not recall, was a jolly 
Englislinian, but a Ciueful, prudent and intelligent oflicer. I 
.sat by his side at his table. After leaving port wo soon took 
our places at table for our first meal on board. He inquired of 
me if I was a good sailor. T told him 1 would be as regular in 
my attendance at meals as he. He laughed and said ho would 
like to wager some wine on that. T cheerfully accci)ted his 
bet, and, true to my i)romisc, 1 did not miss a meal during tho 
voyage, while he tliroo oi- four time.s remained at his post on 
dock when the air was filled with fog or the wa.vcs were high. 
He paid tho hot near the end of the voyage, and a numbor of 
his passengers, including Morrow and Kasson, shared in tho 
treat. 

t can imagine no life more pleasing than a tranquil, but not 
too tranquil, sea, with a good ship well manned, with com- 
panions you like, but not too many. 'J'ho quiet and rest, tho 
view of the ocean, tho .sense of solitude, the possibility of dan- 
ger, all these broken a little by a. quiet game of whist or an in- 
teresting book — this 1 call haj)pinoss. All those 1 reinoniber 
to have enjoyed on this, my fifth trip on tho ocean. 

In due time we an-ived at Queenstown in Ireland. It was 
about the time a party of Trishmon, in some town in ICngland, 
rescued .some of their countrymen from a van in charge of 
Euglisli constables, one or more of wbom were killed or 
womulod. Morrow, Kasson and I concluded wo would spend a 
few days in “Ould Ireland.” Morrow and Kasson bclievotl 
they were of Irish descent, thougli remotely .so as their ances- 
tors “fought in the devolution.” Wo roniaincd in and about 
Cork for two or three da3's. Wo visited and kissed tlio Hlar- 
ney Stone, saw the Hakes of Killarno.y, and drove or walked 
about the interesting environs of Cork and Queenstown. Wo 
sought no ac(]uaintance with anyone. 

Wo wore all about tho age of forf.j', physically sound, and 
both Morrow and Kasson had the military air and step of sol- 
diers. We soon became conscious that wo were under surveil- 
lance. Ono day an oflicer called at our lodgings and fiunlcly 
told U.S that there wuis so mucli excitement about Eoiiiau 
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(listurbaiices in England, and snch political ferment in Ireland, 
that an examination of tlie baggiigo of passengers was recpiircd 
and ho wished to examine ours. T told him who we were, and 
introduced him to Morrow and Kasson, and offered my trunk for 
inspection. They did the same, Kasson producing also a small 
pistol from his valise. Tho olUcer had heard of that pistol. 
Kasson had fired it at Itirds hovering about the vessel. This 
had been reported to the police. The ofTiccr took the pistol 
and it was returned to Kasson .some days after at Dublin. 
Morrow ridiculed the pistol and told the oflicer that Kasson 
could not hit or hurt him at ton ]iaces away, but the oflicer 
was only half satisfied. We soon after went to Dublin, but we 
felt that wo w'ere under suspicion. All Americans were then 
suspected of sympathizing with the Irish. Wo told our consul 
at Dublin of our adventures at Cork, and he said wc were 
lucky in not being arrested. Wo went to a steeple chase a 
few miles from Dublin, where gentlemen rode their own horses 
over a long and dillicnlt route, leiij)ing harriers and ciussing 
streams. We enjoyed the sceme very much and mingled freely 
in tlie great crowd, hut always fooling tliat wc were watclied. 
The next day wc started to ciuss the channel to llolyiicad. 

Wo took the .steamer at Dublin Bay and found aboard a 
large company of well-dressed passengers, sueli as we \Yonld 
find on a summer excursion from New York. Morrow, who 
was a haudsome man of pleasing inanncm and address, said he 
could pick out Americans from the crowd. I douljtcd it. lie 
said : “There is an American," pointing out a large, well-built 
man, who seemed to ))e known by the passengers around him. 
I said he was an Englishman. Morrow stepped up to him and 
politely said that he had a wager with a friend that lio was an 
American. “Not by a d -cl siglit,” replied the Englishman. 
Morrow apologized for the intrusion, hut tho gonticman 
changed his tone and .said that his abrupt answer was caused 
by a letter he had lately received from a nephew of his whom 
ho had sent to America to make his fortune. TIis nephew' luul 
written him that now that the rebels woro i)nt down, the next 
thing to do w’ould he to put dowm “old Kiigland.” Morrow 
said there was too much of that kind of gasconade in America, 
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iiiid llml. iirii'V «iiir .slru|4:fxliMi(. linnip \vi' wmild not 

l)<i lik(dy Id in dn<< will) I'ln^lnixl. 

Wo tii'i'iv('i| Miri'l.v in hninldn. In niy lii'^l visit in is.VJ, will) 
iny w'ifn, W(' wo'c' sijjhl-sci'rH. Nnw I stnifxl)! In fdi'ni in-i|nui)il- 
iinco will) tniMi wlnisn niiini’s wnn* InniM'hnhl wniils i)i nil imits 
of Hx) rnilcd Sliilcs, llytlx' onn'lcsy of on)* (‘onsid pMifi'nl 
11.1 l;ivi))'iiod|, 'I’hoinns II, hiidlc'y, I inci .lol))i Ihij'lil. l•is^lM•li, 
iMid ))ix))y dl lx'r.M l<*.s.s con.siiifnoii.s in pnlilii* lifo. I lino* xhomly 
innnl ioix'd in.v lirciiKrnsI will) Hliid.sinix' thiri)i}; this \isi(. ,Mi'. 
Dixllcy, llxni i)) l.ondo)i, in\ili‘d Mi'. lliiKld lo ;i diiinci' ns lii.s 
pi’ini’ipiil (px'sl. Of It II I Ix' nil'll I nirl in l.nndnii, Mr. Itiiplil 
iinpri'ssi'd iix' iix>J liivornlily. I■‘inl’l,v roriiird pli\ ^inlll.s . In* 
W'lis n l.sd nii'iil iilly .*•( ron}.'. I li* w ns ri nnk xml l i ro iii lii-' 1 nlK niid 
llinl noix* of I lx* Ix'silnl ion or ii'srrv t< t'liinimiii w il li Miit'li' linii'n. 
lilt wn.H rnniirni)' w il II onr Will- iiixl liad no tiiiiidil> in tlio os 
|)i'iwion of his .synipiil liy for llx> rnion rtiiisi'. If w t* oo'r I'n’i'l 
1). nionnnioni lo xn iMi^lisInnnii, il should ho In .lohii lirip;hl. I 
hom'd jlisi'iioli .spoiik in Iho llon.soof ('oniinons and was inlio- 
(hx'od lohiin nl ii roooplioti at liord Slanloy's. In lhi*londav.s 
siionl. in l.ondon I saw iis nini’li of sooial lifo as roiihl ho 
('i‘owd(‘d iiilo lhal liino. I'harlo.s Kriinris Adxnts was Ihon 
llnilod Sillies niini.sloi' ai l.ondon, and I am indohloil In him 
fo)' nxiny iiels of kindnoss. When wo won* .Momhors of Iho 
I loiiso of Kopro.sonlal iu's (o^x’lhor ho had I ho ro|inliil ion of lio- 
I'old iiiid I'o.sorvoil and ho was mil popular with his follow 
iMoinhoi's, hiif in l.ondon ho was di.slinfpiishod for his ho.pi 
hilily (o Aiiiorioans, Ho eorliiiidy was \or> kind lo ino, onlor 
I a in ini,' ino al din nor and (nkiiif' pains lo ini nnlnoo nio lo ninnv 
poi'i's and inoinho)'.s whoso nanios wore familiar lo mo, W htlo 
I'l'n'itlionH uro very 1*0111111011 in l.ondon dniin;.' Iho .•.o•.•.ion. Iho 
KtiKlishiiiiiii profors dinnors as a modo of onlorlainmonl . Il is 
Ihon he leally enjoys himself and |j!i\os pteiisiii'o lo hi ■ pm'sl*'. 
'riio .se.ssioiis of parliamoni , Imwovor. inlorforo pn-iilh with 
dinno)'s, 'I'ho ^'loal dohales orenr daring dininp hoiii ', -o lhal, 
as Mr. Adams informed mo. il was diltienll lo airanKo a dinner 
lhal wotdd )io{ he hrokon npsoinowhai li\ an nnespi'oled do 
halo, ora divisi<in in lln* House of I'ommons. Tho jncredenei* 
of I'ank had lo ho earofidly oh.sorM*d. ‘rin* nnsoeial hahit of 
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not introducing guests to eacli other tended to restrain conver- 
sation and to make tlie dinner dull and heavy. Still the forms 
and usages in social life in Loudon are much like those in 
Washington. But hero the ordinary session.s of each House of 
Congress terminate before six o’clock, leaving the evening 
hours for recreation. 

The presidential mansion is the natural resort of all wlio 
visit Washington. I'lie door.s aro alwaj's oi)cn to visitors at 
stated hours, and the President is easy of access to all who call 
at such hours. Porinerly presidential receptions were open to 
all comers, and the result was a motley crowd, who formed in 
line and shook hands with the President, bowed to the attend- 
ing ladies, passed into the great east room and gradually dis- 
persed. In late years these receptions have become less fre- 
quent, and in their place we have had diplomatic, military and 
navy, and congressional receptions, for which invitations are 
issued. During the usual period before Lent card I’cccjitions 
are given by the cabinet, by manj' Senators and Arninbori5, and 
by citizens. Cor which invitations arc issued. I know of no 
place where the entrance into society is so open .and f)-ee as in 
Wa.sliington. 

Prom London 1 went, by way of Dieppe and Kouen, to Paris, 
whore my (irst call was on General Dix and his family. Next 
1 visited the exposition, and wandered through and about and 
around it. I have attended many oxhiVntions, but never one 
before or since that combined such magnitude and complete- 
ness in size, form and location, and such simplicity in arrango- 
ment and details, as the Paris Exposition of 1867. I speiit ton 
days in this inspection, and in walking and driving around Paris 
and its environs. Through the kindness of General Dix, then 
envoy extraordinary and iniiii.stor plenipotentiary, I received 
invitations to the many meetings and receptions given by 
Mayor Haussman and other oRicer.s of the French government 
to visitors from abroad connected with the exposition. I ac- 
cepted some of thorn, but purposely ])OStpo]icd this social part 
of my visit until I returned from Berlin. 

Prom Paris I went to Antwerp via Brussels. At this latter 
place I mot Doctor John Wilson, then United States consul at 
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Anlwt'i'p. Il(' WHS iiti old Trii'iid iil Wiisliiii}.'loii. wliori* ||i> 
st'i'vod diiritip: (In* }^r('iil(<i' purl of the wiir iis uii iiriiiy siir^rciHi. 

110 WHS a luini of rt'marliiililc hilcIliKciiot', rumilinr willt noiirly 

ov(*i\v pini of I'liiidpi', luid (‘spccinll.v willi mid 

I’mssiii. Ho n'lidily iK’iiuiosood in iiiy invilidion In iin’oiiipmiy 
nio lo Hi'rliii. < >ii I ho itivilnl imi of I loiiry S. Siinhiid. oiir niln- 
islor lo lli'iissols, I i‘<>hii'nod lo ihiil oily, mid mol nt diiinor iho 
prhii'ipiil ollicoisor ltolp:iiim. siioli its wo dosij.'imlo c’liliiiiol injio 
isim's, I drovo wilh Mr, Sanrord (o \\ iiloHoo and ullior rainniis 
liisloi'jo. plai'os in and ahoiil lliaf lioiinlirnl oily. 

l'’roni IhiifMd.s wo woni lo liio llapno, wlioro (ionmal lliif'h 
Mwinp:. a Inol lior in law oi l imiotal Shorn lan, w a ■ I nilod Si n I oh 
ininisior. .Mtora hriol' nlas in I lolland, I ionoial Muin,":. hue 
lor W ilson and mysoM umil lo lli'rlin. Tno aa ua i (hon u 
kinp;doin id' risiim powor, and Itorlin was a pinwintr oil\, loil 
not III all dll' llorlin of lo day. IlisiiiaroK was looopni/od as u 
p:idal sialosimiii and, allhon>,ch hir lo.ss |ii-ominoiil Ihuii ho 
ariorwards hooamo, ho was llio ono man in (!ormiin,\ wlinm | 
di'sii'oil III soo or liimw, Mr. dosopli .\. W ri;.dil. hilo riiilod 
SliHi's ininisior al llorlin. had roronity diod, and lii-^ .•on, .lohn 
d. \Vrij.dd, who was in ohaiy'o id I ho lo^alion, Inid no dillionlly 

111 .sooiiriii|.; mo an andionoo uilh lii.smurok, aooompanyin^' ino 
lo liii' ollioial ro.'’idonoo, w lioio 1 was ini rodiiood lo him. Ilis’ 
marolv spoko I'lnpfli.sh wilh ii (iormaii aoooni, Iml was oii dl.s 
andor.s|ni)d. W hon I spoko of rooonl ommiI ' hi Hmopo ho 
would liirii Dio oonvoiMilion In Iho I'nilod Slalo a Kin;.' mo 
iiiiiny ipioslioiis ahoitl Iho war and Iho priiioipal ;'oiioials in 
Dm oppo.sin;' armio.s. Ilo was in I lioron;di .-ympalliv wilh (ho 
Union oanso, and omjihal ioally said Hail iwory man in I'l ll.•.'.ia, 
rrmn (ho kin;; lo Id.s hnmhiosi .salijoi*l, was on Iho .‘.ido of llio 
Hiiion, and opposod lo Iho l{oliollioii. W hal a pilN, ho .'.aid, il 
would laivo lioon if so |.;roiil a nimil ry as Iho I 'iitlod Shtlo . Imd 
hi'OM disriiplod on aoniiml of .Nhivory. I monlionoil my \ irdl 
III Iho inlonialioniil fairal I’arisaml my iiiloiiinm loiolnni, 
and ho said ho would In* llioro. 

This inlorv iow , w hioh ho'li'il, porhaps, fm ly miniilr was sis 
informal and frank as Iho iisiial i'iin\or.-<aliiin of (iiotids. His 
miin-k was llion in full hoallh and si i'oii;^;l h, al I liff\ \oui.s 
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(lid. fimii Ni\ I’cid lii},di, iiiid ii line s|iccini(‘ii nf vi{»(iniiis 

luiitilKKid in ilj^ prinii'. 

I rinnid IliiiNinie li‘i'lin/^ fur I lie I'liili’d Slnles ex|iresseil liy 
It. |i(i|iiihii' nieel inp: ill I lie ^(reiil expusil imi linll in lit>rlin. Onr 
111 He pitrly WHS escnrled Hi Hiis place nil Siiinlay iiflernunti liy 
Mr. Kreisniaiin, imr nnisnl III Hi'ltin, A.s we enli'rml (he liiill, 
Mr. K n'i.sniann lulviinced in I he nrchtvsl ni, cnnipn?<eil nf .several 
iiiililary hanils, and said sninelhiiij'ln Hie leader. \Vln*ii we Innk 
iiiir seals III line nf (he nnniemii.s laldes he Inld me In |iiiy aiteli- 
linll afier IIk^ lirsl ifmn nf (hi>s<>cnnd piir( of (he prngramme 
ladnre ine, and I wnuld hear sniiudhiiiff llui.t would |dca.se ini'. 
Al (lie I iine sluH'il, a ymni|.( man advanced (n Ihe fmiil. nf Ihe 
sliif?(i, wiih a violin in his hand, and played i‘X(|nisi(cly (In' air 
“ Viinhr IhuuUv /.v ilivTtniv," \\\n\ snnn afier I hi'enl ire hand joined 
in, dllini' Hm |j:rea(. hall wilh American nm.sic. 'I'he inlelliKcnl. 
(leriniui ii.iidicn<’i>, many nf whom kiii'W Ihi' nalinnal airs of all 
cniiiilries, reali/.ed al mice lhal i hi.s adiMl inn In llii' prnp:raninm 
was a cnni|dinienl In Americans. ’I'hi'y .snnn Incali'dniir lillln 
parly and (hen rnse, and fully Iwn thniisand persmis. men, wniii- 
I'll and children, waved Hieir handkerchier.s and shniilcil fnr 
America. 

'I'lie feidinp; in favor id the United Siatc.s wa.s llieii >1 rnnp: in 
all liaris nf I'hirnpe, e.\ce|ii ia |■'rtlnce and l'lnp;hind. Inlhe.se 
cininlries il. was snmewhal divided in Krance hy (he failure nf 
Maxiinilian, and in Mnnlaiid hyllie rivalry of I rude, and sym- 
palhy willi Hie sniiHi. Henerally, in referriiiK in Knrnpe In Ihe 
pee|ih' of (he I'niii'd Slafe.s, Ihe people hpeak of ns ns Ami>ri- 
caiis, while (hose of nihi'r purls of America are ('anadians, 
Me.xicans, etc.. 

Afli'i’ a [ileiisiinl. week in llerlin i weiil Hyway of I’rankfnrl, 
Wioshaden and Hnln^;ne In Haris, '(’he expnsilinn was I hen in 
fall ojieralinii. If, may he Had. f^rcaler niinil)er.s al leaded Ihe 
receal. expnsilinn al. ('hicaj^n, hnl, j.;real as was ils snrce.ss, | 
Hiiak, for symmetry, for plans of Hniidiii^.s, and arranj^emenl of 
oxhihils, Hie fair al. Haris was heller Ilian lhal al I'hicaj^n. The 
l•'l■mlc.h people are well adapled for such exhihils. 'I'lie cily of 
Haris is itself a kooiI show. Its piMiph* almnsl. live oiil nf doors 
six moni.hs of Uie year. They are ijiiiek, mereurial, luslefnl 



Ob' JOHN SIIKRMAN. 


403 


and econoiuioal. A J'’rencliinan will live woll on ono-luilf of 
what is consumed on wasted by an Amcnican. 1 do not propose 
to describe the wonderful collection of the productions of na- 
ture or the works of men, but 1 wish to convoy some idea of 
life in Paris during the thirty days I spent in it. 

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was then Lmperorof the Preneh, 
and IrTaiissnian was mayor of the city of Paris, (ieneral l)ix, 
as before stated, was United States mini.stor idenipotentiary and 
envoy extraordinary at the court of Prance. Upon my ar- 
rival, T hired what in Paris is called an apartmont, but which 
includes several rooms, comprising together a comforfal)lc resi- 
dence. Afany similar a[»artnicnts may l)e in the same building, 
but with them yon need liave no commiini(;alion, and yon are 
detached from them as fully as if each apartment w'as a sepa- 
rate house. The concierge, generally a woman, ta.kos charge of 
your room, orders youi’ breakfast if you rcfjuii’o one, and keeiis 
the key of your apartment when yon arc alrsont. Tt is a charm- 
ing mode of living. Yon can dine or lunch when yon will, and 
are master of your time and your apartment. 1 employed a 
neat, light carriage and one hor.se, with a driver wlut knew a 
smattering of .several langnagc.s, and found him trusty and 
faithful— all this at a cost that would disgust the ordinary 
hotel proinictor in the United States, and es))ccia.lly the Inusk 
driver of any of our cities. This, in Paris, was the usual ontlit 
of a gentleman. 

General Dix advised me on whom and when and ho\v I 
should make my calls. My card in the usual form amionnced 
that I was “Senateur dos Utals Unis d’Ameriquo.” AParisia.n 
could not pronounce my name. 'J'ho best ho could do was to 
call me “Alonsiour le Senateur.” With a few words of French 
1 acquired, and the imperfect knowledge of Pngli.sh po.ss<\sKcd 
by most French people, 1 had no dillic.ulty in making my way 
ill any company. T received many invitations 1 could not ac,- 
cept. 1 attended a. reccjition at the Palais Jloyal, the residence 
of the mayor, dressed in the ordinary garb for (U’cning parties, 
a dress coat and trousers extending to the knee.s, and below 
black silk stoeddngs and pumps. I felt very uncomfortable in 
this dress when 1 entered the reception room, but, as 1 found 
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every gentleman in the same dress, soon became reconciled to 
it. Subsequently I attended a I’eccption at the Tuileries, at 
which 1 was presented by General l)ix to the emperor and 
empress. 

One feature of this presentation I shall always remember. 
The general company had been .gathered in the great hall. 
The diplomatic representatives of many countries were formed 
in lino according to their rank, attended by the persons to he 
prosoiited. Soon a door was opened from an adjoining room 
and the Emperor of the French, escorting, T think, the Empress 
of Eiussia, passed along the lino and sainted the ambassadors 
and ministers in their order, and the ladies and gentlemen 
to be presented wore introduced by name to the emperor. 
General Dix presented Fernando Wood, of New York, and 
myself. Following the French emperor came the Emperor of 
Russia escorting the Empress Eugenie of France, and the same 
mention of onr names was made to her. Following them 
came kings, Llio Prince of Wales and othem of like rank, 
each accompanied by di.stingni.slied })eers of bis country. Third 
or fourth in this order came the King of Prus.sia, Prince Bis- 
marck, and General V'^ou Moltke. When Bismarck passed he 
shook hands with Di.x and )’ceognized me with a how and a 
few words. If the leaders in tliis pageant could have foreseen 
what happened three years later — that King William would 
bo an emperor, that Bonaparto would be his prisoner and. 
Eugenie a refugee from republicau France — the order of this 
march would have been reversed. 

Soon after this reception, I was invited by the cm)ioror to 
attend, with General ]!)ix and his daughter, a dinner at the 
Tuileries. Sxudi an invitation is held to bo in the nature of a 
command. J accompanied them, and was agreeably surprised 
to find that tlio dinner was quite infonnal, though more than 
forty sat at the table. When 1 entered the room tme of the 
ladies in waiting camo to me and introduced me to a lady 
■wliom I was to o.scort to the table. Presently she returned and 
said : “Oh, I undci-staud monsieur does not speak French, and 
marquise does not speak English. Will monsieur allow mo to 
be a substitute ? ” I agreed with great pleasure. Both the 
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guests autl the hosts were promptly on time. I was introduced 
to tlie emperor and empress. She was very gracious to her 
guests, passing from one to another with a kindly word to all. 
[ noticed her greeting to Miss l)ix was very cordial. 'I’lie 
emperor engaged in a conversation with me that continued 
until the dinner wjus announced, — fully ten minutes, lie 
asked many questions about the war, and especially about 
(iencral Bherman. 1 an.swovcd liis (|ucslioiis as T would to any 
geutloman, but felt uneasy lest 1 was occupying time that ho 
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should bestow on others. General Dix was by my side, and 
encouraged the conversation. When the dinner was an- 
nounced each guest knew his place from the card furnished 
him, and the party was seated without confusion. 

I need not say that tiic young lady f escorted wjus a charm- 
ing woman. 1 did not learn whether she was married or not, 
but have always regarded her action in relieving mo from a 
silent dinner as the highest mark of politeness. She was 
bright and attractive, and I certainly did and said all 1 could 
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to aiiinso liiH', so wlnil 1 oxiicclcd lo In* a dull iliimor Uinu'd 
Old, Lo lio a very .i<'.vlul oiio. 

11, is im]ii).'^silil(‘ liu' an yViiiorii'an lo vi.sil. I'aris wilhouL 
onjoyincnl. and iiisltiiclinii. Tlio iicoido of I’liiis aro always 
polilo, osiiocially lo Aiii('ri<*aiis. 'I’lio di'lil. (d' Kralil iido for llio 
ussj.Htanfi' (d' !'’niiu'o in oiir War id' llu' Kcvolulion is iii'vov 
foi^fol.liai by a Iran Aiiioricaii, and Kronrliinon arn always 
proud <d‘ llii'ir sluin' in ('slaldisliinp: llio indi'pcndmci' of Anicr- 
ic.a. Tlio t wo llonaitarli's alono did noi sliari' in lliis IVoling. 
Tlio Anioricaiis an' lilu'ral visilors in I'aris, 'I’lii'y spond I lii'ir 
money Ireely, join liearlily in festivil.ies, and synipal liizi' in llio 
success and iM(is)ierily of the l''rene,h repuhlie. If I was noL 
an American 1 I'evlainly would he a l''renelinnin. 1 havi' vis* 
U.od I’aris thn'e tinu'S, n'lmiininp: in il- innn' limn a inoidli 
at each visit, and alwa.ys have Ikm'Ii reei'ived willi civility 
and kindness. Thouffh it is a great, niannl'acl nring city, chii'lly 
in arlii'.h's of lii.xiiry re<|nii ing ilu' highesl. skill, yet it. is also 
a most; h('anl ifiil city in its local ion, ils hiiildings, pnhiic. and 
lirivate, its innsemns and opera houses, ils parks and si|uares, 
its wide stn'ets and a.veniie.s, and especially I he* iidelligeiice (d‘ 
ils peojdo, iSeience and art liavi' hen' reached I heir higlu'sl, 
developiiu'id. We may copy all llu'si', hut il will re<|uire a 
century to di'velop like progress in America. 

1, roturiH'd to I'lngliind for a. lew days and llu'n look the 
.steamer “( lily itf I’aris" for New York, wlu're. I arrived on tho 
Uith (d' duly. ! took Hu' cars for WusUingtou u.nd arrived ton 
days after tlie .si'i^sion had commenced. 

While i was in I’aris a special inlernal ional eommi.ssion, 
eomposi'd of ik'legah's from sevenlc'on nations, was sitting to 
con.side)’, and, if possible, agree on a common nnitof money for 
tho uso of th(' civilized world. Mr. Samiu'l It Itiiggh's, a 
gcutlonuin <d' the highest, slumliug amt characli'r, was t.he 
reprosoiitative id' the Ihiiled Slab's on this eommi.ssion. It 
should he rememhered that at this time the only enrrenc.y in 
circulation in the Dnitod Slates was the h'gal lemler mdos of 
the 1 hi i tod Slab's and the notes of national hank.s, Neillier 
gold nor silver c.(dn was in I'irciilation, both being at a premium 
in cuvroncy. At this time silver Imllion was at a prominm 


over gold Inillioii, tlio logal ratio being sixteen to one. In other 
words, sixteen ounces of silver were worth, in the open market, 
three to five cents more than one ounce of gold. All parties in 
the, [Jnited States were then looking forward to the time when 
United States notes would advance in value to par with gold, 
the cheaper metal. 

The question before the c.oininission wfus how to .secui-e a 
coniinon coin that would be the measure of value between all 
nations, and thus avoid the loss by oxchango of the coins of 
one nation for those of another. Mr. lluggle.s knew that i hud 
studied thi.s quo.stion, and therefore wrote this letter: 

Paimh. Jliiy 17, I««7. 

Af Y OiiAii Silt : -You aro» of rourso. awaro iluit tIuMo is a s]) 0 (Ti«l 
toe now \\\ session^ ornaniztMl by tln^ linponul Uonmussion {if Franco, in (toii- 
ncction with Iho ‘ i'aris Exposilion,’ etiiiijjosfKl of dolo^'atos from many of tlio 
nations tlioroin ropresontucl. Its objool, anion/^ others, is lo a/:^roo, if possi- 
bio, on a common unit of money, for the use of tho civilized world. 

I ])erceivu that tho opinions of llio ooiiiiitlUee are running strongly in 
favor of adopting, as tho unit, llio existing French five-frnne piece of g<dd. 

May 1 ask wiuit, in your opinion, is tho probability that the Congress 
of tho United Stales, ut an early period, would agree to redime the woiglit 
and value of our gold dollar, to correspond with the present weight and 
value of the gold tlvo-franc ])ieco of Franco ; and how far buck such a change 
would commend itself to your own judgment ? 

I would also ask tho privilege of submitting your answer lo the eonsid- 
oratiou of tho eommittee. 

Witli high respect, faithfully your friend, 

Samuki. )5. Kiuku.ks, 

U. S, Commissioner to tho Fnris Ex^ut.sition and 
Member {)f tho CoinmittfM*. 

IION". JOTIN SifKHitAN, 

Chairman of tho Fiminee Committeo of the Semite of the TbiiUjd 
Stales, etc., etc., ete., now in Paris. 

To this letter I made tlio following reply : 

Hotkl Jaudin dks 'ri’iLKiMKs, May IS, l}Sn7. 

Afv Dmak Sir: — Your note of yesterday, iu(|uinng whetlior Cemgross 
would probably, in future coinage, make our gold dollar conform in value to 
the f^old five-franc piece, liiis boon roeoived, 

''.riioro has been so little discussion in Congress upon the subject that I 
cannot base my opinion upon anything said or done there. 

'I'lie subject has, however, excited tlie attention of several important 
coramoroial bodies in tho United Stales, and the time is now so favorable 
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tliat 1 foel suro tlmt Congress will adopt any practical measure that will 

scoui ‘0 to the coniinercial world a uniform standard of value and oxcliaiiire* 

Tlio cm I)' tjiieslioii will bo, how can this bo accomplished ? 

'I'ho treaty of December 23, J8b5, between France, Italy, lielgium, and 
ftwitzei liirid, and flm probable acquiescence in tlmt treaty by Prussia, lias laid 
the foundatioii for such a standard. If Great Ibitain will reduce the value 
of her sovereign two ponce, uiid the United States will reduce tlio value of 
her dollar aoinothing over fliiec cents, we llien have u coiiuigo in llio franc, 
dollar and sovereign easily computed, and whiuli will readily jmss in all 
count ri('s ; tbo dollar us live francs and the sovereign as 25 francs. 

'i'liis will put an end to tlio loss and intricaoios of excliange and discount. 

Our gold dollar is certainly os good a unit of value us the franc; and 
so the ]0nglif>h f bink of Ihoir pound sterling. These coins are now exclmngo- 
iible only at a considerable loss, and this exchange is a jirofit only to brokers 
and bankers. Surely each coinniercial nation should bo willing to yield a 
little to so cure a gold coin of equal value, weight, and diameter, from what* 
ever mint It may bavo boon issued. 

As tlu! gold five -franc piece is now in use by over 00,000,000 of jiooplo 
of several clilTonmt nationalities, and is of convenient form and sr/e, it may 
w'oil bo ado|>tucl by other nations as the common standard of value, leaving 
to each nation to roouhito tbo divisions of this unit in silver coin or token.s. 

n 

If this is done Franoo will surely abandon the impossible elTort of 
iimking two stambinU of value. Gold coins will answer all iliu puipose of 
European c<unTnori:c. A common gold slandurd will regulate silv(*r coinage, 
of whicli Iho Ijiiited States will furniali the greater part, especially for tlio 
Cliincso trade. 

I have thought a good deal of liow the object you propose may ho 
most readily at’cainiplislied. It is clear that the United Statoa cannot beconio 
a party to tlio troaty roforrocl to. ^J'hey could not agree upon the silver 
staiKlard ; nor could wo limit the amount of our coinage, as proposed by tlio 
treaty, The Uiiiled States is so largo in extent, is so spar.sely pojiulated, 
and the prico of lalior is so much higher than in Europe, that w'o require 
inoro uurrouoy per capita. Wo now* produce tho larger part of the gold and 
silver of tlio world, and cannot limit our coinage oxcojit by tho wants of our 
people and the domands of cominorco, 

Congress alone oan change tho value of our coin. I soo no object in 
negotiating 'with ollior powers 03i the subject. As coin is not now in goiioral 
(urculation with us, we oan readily fix by law tlio size, woiglil, and meusnro 
of future issues. It is not worth while to iiogotinte about that which we can 
do without nogoliiition, and wo do not wish to limit ourselves by troaty 
restrictions. 

In England many persons of influence and diftoront ohambors of coin- 
inorce aro oarnestly in favor of the proposed clmnge in tlioir coinage. 'J'lie 
change is so slight with them that an enliglitmicd self-interest will soon 
luduco tlioin to make it, ospocially if wo make the greater change in our 
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coinage* We liavo some clifRculty in ud justing existing contracts with the 
new dollar ; but as contracts are now based uj)on tlio Huctnating value of 
paper money, even the reduced dollar in coin will bo of more purchasable 
value than our currency. 

We can easily adjust the reduction with the public creditors in the 
payment or conversion of their securities, while private creditors might be 
authorized to recover u[Jon tliu old standard. All these are matters of detail 
to whioli I hope the coinniission will direct their attention. 

And now, my dear sir, allow me to say in conclusion that I heartily 
syinpathizo witli you and others in your efforts to secure the adoption of the 
metrical system of weights and measures. 

The tendency of the ago is to break down all needless restrictions ujion 
social and cominercial intcrcoiirso. Nations are now as much akin to each 
other as provinces were of old. Prejudices disappear by contact. People 
of different nations learn to respect each otlier as they find Unit tlioir diffoi*' 
ences are the offoet of social and local custom, not founded ujion good rea- 
sons. I trust that the industrial commission will onablo tho world to coinputo 
tho value of all productions by tho enmo standard, to measure by tho sumo 
yard or motor, and weigh by tlie same scales* 

Such a result would bo of greater value than tiio usual employments 
of diplomatists and statesmen. T am very truly yours, 

John Smkrman. 

As the result of its investigation the c.oniniission agreed, 
with entire uuaiiiinity, that the gold five-franc piece should lie 
adopted as the unit of value, and that the coins of all nations 
represented should be based upon that unit or multiples 
thereof. Tin's would require a slight cliauge in the quantity 
of gold in tho dollar of the United States, amounting to a re- 
duction of about three cents, a reduction in the pound ster- 
ling of England of about ono penny, and a slight reduction 
or increase in the gold coins of other countries. 

Mr. Ruggles rcpoiicd l,he proceedings and roconiinendation 
of the commission to the President, and his report was referred 
to Congress. 

A private letter to me from Mi’, llugglea, dated December . 
80, 1867, shows the nature of tho opposition to the mea.surc 
proposed, being entirely from British opposition to a change in 
the pound sterling. He wrote: 

Nicw York, Dcccinhor 30, 1807. 

Mv Dkar Mk. Siikracan : — You inny Imvo ])ciccived, within tlio last 
week, articles in tlie ‘Now York Evening Post,’ tli© ‘Now York Times’ 
S.-29 
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and tbo < World,’ on tlio subject of tlio ])roposed nionotarj unifioation; the 
flrst denying its the second its practicahiliii/, and tlio third un^ 

dorratiiig its imjyortancf.. 

The articles aro hastily and ignorantly and, in some respects, bitterly 
written. My first impulse was to brielly answer each of thorn in its rospoc- 
tive newspaper. On furthor rellection, it sooniocl inoro decorous that, as a 
mombor of the ‘conference,’ I should first appear before the Senate commit* y 

tee now in possession of all the papers, and there render any proper expla- 
nations, and not obtrude myself as a combutunt in the newspapers, prema- | 

111 roly and on 13^ partially defending niy official action. If, however, you 
ehouid think that tlio articles should bo answered without delay, I could I 

readily cause it to bo done, by ofhor persons. i 

I cannot but think that tlio dignity of tlio subjoet, formally presented j 

as it now is, to our national authorities, by a diplomatic assoinblago repre- I 

senting nearly all the civiliy.ed nations of tho Cliristian world, entitles it to j 

a full discussion before tho Senate coimnittet?, to bo followed a maturely 1 

considered report, fairly weighing and presenting to tho country nil the \ 

merits and deinorits, facilities and difliouUies of the luensuro. 

I am just at tho moment 00 11 fined to my liouso by an ‘infliion^n,’ but 
if I can bo of any sorvico, either before tho committoo or cisowlicre, T shall 
hold inyaolf subject to your oilicial call, for any dutj*, aftor the 7 th or 8tli 
of January, which you may indicate. , 

You must havo perceived that my report to tho department of slate, 
having in view the possibility of European readers, abstained from some 
considerations which miglit properly bo brought to the notice of tlio com- ^ 

inittco of the American Soiuito. 

It is strange, indeed, to see Ameficun ncws]ia])or9 eagerly maintaining • 

tho inviolability" of the ‘pound stmling,’ when it has become entirely evi- 
dent that the groat inonotaiy struggle of tlie future must lio liotwoon tlio 
British pound and tho American dollar. In truth, this was virtually admitted 
in tho ‘conferenco’ by Mr. (huliam, one of the British delegates, and mas- 
i tor of the royal mint. With high regard, faitlifully" j^ours, 

I Sami'ki, B. Uufutr.Ks. 

r IIoN. John 

- Chairman Senate Finance Conunittee, etc,, etc,, etc. 

: ■ I 

j . ^ ! 

; We were called upon to legislate upon the subject. 'J'he 

I French government promptly acquiesced iu tho coin proposed, 

j ; Mr, Ruggles’ report said that several governments had already 

! avsseuted to it. The report was referred to tlio committee on 

i j finance of the Senate, who submitted a favorable report with a 

I bill to carry out tlic recoinniondations, and that report wns 

i ■ published. There was no dis.scut from the plan except that 
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Senator Morgan, ol Now York, tbougkt it womtl interfere 
with the profit of New York brokers in changing dollars into 
pounds. A. s a matter of cour.se, it would have interfered with 
the exchanges of New York and Loudon, the great money cen- 
ters of the world. It would have interfered with bullion deal- 
ers who make profit in exchanging coins; but the whole of it 
was for the benefit of each country. 

No man can estimate the benefit it would have conferred 
upon our own people. It was only defeated by the refusal of 
Great Britain to assent to the change of her pound sterling by 
the reduction of its value about one penny. But pride in 
its existing coins, so strong in that country, defeated the moaS' 
uve, although it had been assented to by her vopresentativos in 
that monetary congres.s ; and .so the thing ended. 

It is easy now to perceive that if this international coin 
had been agreed to it would have passed current ovorywhere, 
as it could rapidly bo exchanged at sight without going througli 
tho hands of brokers. I do not believe that Mr. Morgan would 
have insisted on his opposition, as the only ground of his ob- 
jection was, it would have destroyed the business of tho money 
changers of New York, Even liis resistance would Jiave been 
ineffectual, as tho committee and the Benate wore decidedly in 
favor of the bill and the opposition of New York brokers 
would have added strength to the measure. 

The greatest statesmen of Europe and America have sought 
for many years to unify tho coinage of nations, and to adopt 
common standards of weights and measures, .so that commerce 
may be freed from the restrictions now impo.scd upon it, but 
Groat Britain has steadily oppo.sed all those enlightened meas- 
ures, and thus far has been a))lo to defeat them. 

My report from tho committee on finance, made to the Sen- 
ate June 7, 1868, contains a full statement of the acts of tho 
monetary conference at Pai-is, and of tho approval of its action 
by many of the countries there represented, and of tho .support 
given to tho plan in Great Britain by many of her ablest states- 
men and the great body of her commercial cias.scs, hut tlio 
party then in power in parliament refused its sanction, and 
thus, as already stated, the measure failed. 


41U 


KKCOI.LI'KTIONS (H-’ JOHN SIIK'UMAN. 


II. Ims lu'i'ii ijiiild (•(Hiinitiii, (lunii^ n'ciMil. iliMcuHsioiis (ilxiiif 
silvf'i', (o <iU I’iliulif |.|i<M)ll('K<'(l (l(‘iiH)ii(‘t i/.iii ioii nf lluif. tiii'lii.1 In 
|.li(\ aclinii (if llu' I'nns iimiu'lury (•(nirc'n'iux'. In I.S(t7, wluni 
Hiis <'()nr<‘n>iicn was in ii.s iilrnnly Mlu((><l..si.\(ii|<h niiucns 

(il xilvt'r wt'in wnri It limn' limn niii' nnncnnr ^nlil. i''irit’i'n inul 
tniit-lmir (iiiniM'.s nf .silvi'i- wcrn llit> li'^rtil ixiniviiiml of nint nnncn 
(if (f(il(l in nil I'lnidpciin cnnnlric.'^. Nit .Nnp:}t'i'sl inn vvti.^t nnnin ni- 
inili'i'liiintMl In tli.slnrli 111!' fin'iilnlinii of xilvnr. 'I'ltn niily nh- 
ji'i'l. si)iifi!:ltl. wn.s In Hi'ciirn smnn cnininnn cnin hy svliii'li nllicr 
(•(liiiH cnnltl lin <!iisily nn'U.xnn'tl. Ah j'oIiI wuh llin itinsl viilnnlilf 
iiK'liil in snmili'sl. H|in,r(', mnl lln> livc-rninr ^nld |iit'f(>nr l-'ninri' 
wiiH llin liosl. uiiil hy wliich nllinv fnins cnnltl ho ini'n.siiit'd, 
nihnf tJ[(ild cniiiH \v('fn in Im of nudl ijilcH nf I he nnil, hh I Inti. 11 vn 
fnincH wnidd hn a dnllttr and (ivti dnIlarH wnnld hn u |iniind. 
'I'lin cniiis of nllmi’ nalioiiH wtnild hn iniuln In c.nnrnnn In ninl« 
liplnH (iT Ihis nnil.. 

I( u'li.H pnifnclly nndnr.'iinnd (lial, wliiln .Hilvni' uiis l|i(< cliinf 
(Mtin in dniiicHlic. nxcliani^c.s in nvniy minilfy, il wii.m nnl. cnn> 
vniiinni. I'nr fnicip:n cnnnnnici', nwiiiK In ils hitliv. The |•|llin 
linl.u'cnii Knhl 'Hid .silver ivit.s- [tniely a dnineslic nmder, In hn 
dninnninnd hy t'licli cnnnlry hir ilself. Il i.s apparenl Dial, llm 
c.hinf ciuiHn nf (hn fall nf llin iinirknl viiinn nf silver i.M ils in- 
rreimnd prndnri inn. Tlii.s ii (Techs I In* price nf every enninindily, 
cnl.l.nii.rnrn, nr wheal as well as silver. 'I’hn taw nf sn[iitly and' 
dniimml vnjriilalns valtin. 1 1 is Dm “hiKlmr law " nniri> p'nlniil. 
Ulan ac.ls nf l'nny:ress. If (he supply is in e.ven.ss of tlennind 
lh(i pi'ie.i' will fall, in spile nf Inp^islalinn. 'I'lin ninsl. strikinp^ 
nvidnnr.n nf lliis was rnrnishnd hy nnr recnnl Inpdstalinn hv 
wliifli we jinrcliased nvi'r KlIDHlIl.dlin nniiees nf silver al ils 
niai-lcnl. value and hnardnd if, and yel Dm price nf il slendil.s 
declined. We can cnin il inin .silver dnilars, hid we can keep 
lliese dnllars al. par wilh p;nid nnly hy receivinj.f Dmin as Dm 
eipml of gnld when nITeretl. 



CHAPTER XTX. 

Impeachment of Andkew Johnson. 

Jndic‘iary Coinniitt’eD's Hesolntioi) Fnils of Adoption b.y a Vote* of 57 Ychh to 1 08 
Nnya-— Jolinsoii’H Attempt, to Uemovo Sucrotnvy Stanton and (Yentn a Now 
OfBco for Oonorni Slierman — Corrcapoiulenco on tlio Subject— Hepovt of 
tim Committee on Impeachment, and Other Mattern Pert a Ini n^* to 
th(5 Appointment of Lorenzo TliomuH — Impcnchmont Hoaohi- 
tion Pansed by tlio Iloime by a Vote of 120 Yi'iia to 47 
Nny«— Trial by the Senate— lot ta I of 
tile President by a Vole of On Ouilly to 10 Not 
(biilty — Why I Favored Conviction — 

General Seliofield H ecu ineR Secretary of 
War— ^‘Tenure of OlHco Act.*’ 

D uring the .spring and snnimer of 18C7 the question 
of impeaching Andrew Johuson, Prc.sidcnt of the 
United States, was frequently discussed in the lloiiso 
of Representatives. The resolutious relating to his 
impeach )neut were introduced by James M. Ashley, of Ohio, on 
the 7th of March, 1867, and they were adopted on the same day. 
These resolutions instructed the judiciary committee, when 
appointed, to continue the inquiry, proviou.sly ordered, into 
certain charges preferred against the President of the United 
.States, with authority to sit during the sc.ssions of the House, 
and during any recess the Congress might take. 

On the 25th of November, 18C7, a majority of the committee 
on the judiciary reported a resolution of impeachment, as 
follows : 

“ i?eso/uerf. That Andrew Jolinson, President of the United States, bo 
iinpenoliod of liigh crimes and misdemeanors.” 

This resolution was accompanied by a long report and the 
testimony, all of which was ordered to be printed, and made ibo 
siJecial order for Wednesday, December 4, 1867, James F. Wil- 
son, of Iowa, made a minority report against the resolution of im- 
peachment, signed by himself and Frederick E. Woodbridgo, of 
Vermont. Samuel S. Marshall, of Illinois, also made a minority 
report in behalf of himself and Charles A. Eldridge, of Wisconsin, 
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1{K( *1)1.1, KCTKlNS 


Oil llui 7lli of Oi'ci'iulii'r, llio ri’soliiiittii of iiiijH'iiclimoiil. 
roportod by llto Iho jiidirimy ill tin' {m'vinu.s .ses- 

sion M'iUH disngrissl lo by ii Voli' of fi/ yens iiinl HiS imy.s. 'I’lii.s 
(b'cision of Ibo llousi'of Uei*vi'Sf»ilati\os u^iiiosl iiu iiinieiieb- 
iiK'iil' Oil llio <'liiir}<os llieii iitiide wits oiiliridy jiisliliod. 'I’bi.H 
iiiil>o.siii{.^ proco.ss WHS iiol tiulliori/rtl for iiii.sromliH’l, iniiiioral- 
il V, ilibi-Mi'i'l i"ii tioKb'c'l of ibll irs, sill'll u.s were tille}{eil in 
llio voi">i'l "f Ibll eomtnillco, but only for Ilia'll erinie.s or inis- 
(li'iiK'iiiior.s. 'Plio 1 1 oii.si' properly iiiiole Ibis liisliiielion, niid 
lu'VO ibo iiccii.sftl ions ii^'iiilisl. (lie I’re.-iideiil would Imve ended, 
bill, for !ii.s III tempi, in violiil ion of I lie nuisl if Iil ion utnl biw, In 
]ila(’.o (loneriil l,ori'n/o Tbonms in uii iiiipoiliuil olliee wilboul. 
tlio iidvic.o and eoiisenl of I be Menale. I ben in. session. 

In Ibo laller pari, of lHi7, mid llie early pari of Islis. 1 
bocamo involved in a. ooid rovor.sy, belween I'residenI dobiiMUi, 
{imioi'iil (iriiiil. and (ietieral Sberimiii, ubioli euiised ibe lied* 
iHUiiod .serious einbarra.ssnienl. .’\s nineli of I be eorres|<ondeiiee 
betsveeii Ibese parlies bus been publtsbed in (be "Sbermun 
f/ell(*rs,’’ I III lir.sl. Iboii^lil. il be.-.| nol lo nialo* any referenre lo 
Ibo niiillei', bill, upon relleelioii, and lo espbiiu siibseipienl 
ovmdn, I in.seil. Ibo lellm.s in Ibeir order. 

(b'lienil .Sberinim was snimiioned to Wasbinr'Ion, by Ibe 
Presidenl, and upon lii.s arrival Ibere wrote mo the followiii)4 
lol l or : 

\V.o«iuseo<s, ll.c.ili.-r II, IM17. 

I )KAIl Itllli'l in-'lt ; 1 lmvi> III) iliilil.t lliitl \iiii lin\i< II little I'xIu'i.llM'it 

» ♦ 

uIhiuI III}' miiniiininul in \Va»t|iin|„*titii. 

It wuH iiti|iriiilrn(l y ilnnn Ity (hn mliinut p*iM|^ 

(rnuU* Hut I (liirik I liiivi^ hiihmiiIum) it n\i<r h*t tlial (tratit iiitt 

Inirt. [ (*ithlii»t jiliirn iiiyat^lf in ii hiinatiiMi |•ltrt1ll)l} uiUi 

(inuili Wn Inuhi work Mr, \tu*^ tint tifT»*riMl Mitt ttriv* 

Mlily liiiM ihIkiMl ovi*r i»v*'rv liiiil I |it^i* ii tn Imit 

]iuii(*nlly» iiiui tiiulcn nliort and diMMFtivn ]ii« hn\H Im* uttnkl likt* in 

tiin lM<n*. W\\) liM niti )tiirU Itfiins . « . 

On Muinlay ) Nvill hiiirt ftir St. Ittniin liy tlii« Atliutlii* iuit| it. NV. t^ndi 
and pUKri MiiiiMiittd Tu^Hflay. Oai/t ymt intMtl nut mid tuU* hid* ? I 
Imvn hnt'Ji ituay rnnii liutiM^ ho {iiiudo mid iiniht ^«i Iti Kt«r( I ura 

inii't lliiit 1 oiiniiiit widl Hlo|i ut Olrvidnriil or Mi(M«tNidt1. «im«I hlo* to 

Hi‘i) yon for uii hour i»r h<i to hitiiryonr of iho i Muoinr « . . 

YoMfH iinfin*ltnioi{(*h I 



OF JOHN SHERMAN. 


415 


Aud on his return to St. Louis he continues : 

. . * I liavo always talked kindly to tlie President^ and have 

advised Grant to do so. 1 do think tliat it is best for all humls that liis 
aclniinistration be allowed to run out its course without threatened or 
attempted violence. Wiioevei* begins violent procoediiigs will lose in the 
long run. Johnson is not u man of action but of theory, and so long aa 
your party is in doubt as to the true mode of procedure, it would be at great 
risk that an attempt bo made to dis[>loase tho President by a simple law of 
Congress. This is as mucli as I have over said to anybody. I have never, 
by word or inference, given aiiybody the right to class nio in opposition to, 
or in supp(jrt of, Congress. On tho contrary, I told Afr. Johnson that from 
tho natiiic) of things ho could not dispense with a Congress to inako laws 
and ajipropiiato inono}^ and suggested to him to roeoivo and make over- 
tures to sucli men as Kessendon, Trumbull, Sherman, Morgan, and Morton, 
who, thougli differing with him in abstiaot views of constitutional law and 
practice, ^voro not destructive. That if tlio congressional plan of reconstruc- 
tion succooclod, ho could do nothing, and if it failed or led to confusion, 
tlio futuro (levolopcd results in his favor, etc,; and that is pretty much all 
1 havo over said or done. At the inoeling of tho society of tho army of tho 
Tonnossoo on the 13tli inst., J will bo forced to spoak, if hero, and thougli I 
can confirio mysolf purely to the military events of tho post, I can make tho 
opportunity of stating that in no event will 1 bo drawn into tho complica- 
tvona of tUo civil politics of this country. 

If Congress could moot and confine itsolf to current; and oonimittoo 
business, I fool certain that ovorything will work along quietly till the nom- 
inations arc made, and a new ])rosidontial olootion will likely sottlo tho prin- 
ciple if negroos aro to bo voters in tho states without tho consent of tlie 
wliitos. This is iiioio u question of prejudice than principle, but a voter has 
as miujh rigl^t to his ])r6judicos as to his vote. , . . 

I aiiswci'cd : 

Mansfiiiild, Ohio, Novombor 1, 1807. 

Dicah !Bkotiieii: — ... I see no real occasion for trouble with 

Johnson. Tho great error of his life was in not acquiescing in and sup^ 
porting tlio 14th amendment of tho constitution in the 30lli Congress. This 
ho could easily havo carried. It referred the suffrage question to each slate, 
and if adopted long ago tlio wliolo controversy would liavo culminated ; or, 
if further opposed by the exiromo radicals, they would havo been easily 
beaten. Now I see nothing short of universal suffrage and universal 
amnesty ns tho basis. When you come on, I suggest that you give out that 
you go on to make your annual report and sottlo Indian affairs. Give us 
notice when you will bo on, and oomo directly to my house, where wo will 
make you ono of tlie family, 

Gniiit, T think, is inevitably the candidate. lie allows himself to drift 
into a position whore ho can’t decline if ho would, and I fool sure he don’t 


^nii 

wunUu ilfi'liiu'* M V Ih Clmt In'lN’r fur iIik rntiiHn timl 

f(tr (I'nml lihiiHflf, luil I will nt‘t umiin*! villi wliat I iiiiiH"! ri«nH»iL 

Jmun Suj uman* 

And liih'r I wruli^: - 

U i*i\n UiH'ji ftrv fn*H\ iHimunttuU In um will piiih'In u»i \nu 

|ivi» l>i' i'jiIIimI ii|iiiii til ui'L t\y^ IVi'MiiliMil. M'ln* iliui|.;i*r unw i*i llnit lli»» iiiMlukr-i 
nf till' Ki»|nililii‘iiiH niuy ilrift llm 1 Ifiiii'i uiiii' j'lirlN luhi lii'ViW, If^ir*. tlm 
Holii'lliitii liiiiiii|'liuiil, mill im niiin m iiu* in il will In* lMi*ili'fl 

(ir lifiiiiHi'il. (iiaui is lint injini'il hy )ii^ rnHi'*»jiMnt|riii i* v illi iliOimniK Init 
nil {liHihl fnOM miiiHVi'il. . • * 

Al. Ihin liiMM Pn'sidml. Jninisnn Inul nuiin In nptMi 
uuuil. with Mr. Slutiluii, Imh Smi'lnry (if War, and uislitMt In 
forca him frniu Ihiu^ahiiml. Mr, Slaiilnn laul rnfiiMMl In rf»>ipii 
and had Inum uplmhi hy Tho Prn^iih'iil limn hinnMl 

for ludp in Iuh dillir.nllirs In (Itmoral lintnl, rnnnnainliiij;' llm 
tinny; iuilr |.ho lallcn* rmiial llnil^ any inlorfmoiinMin liia pari 
wtiiild U'i ilh^gul anil iinpoHsildo. 

Mr. .lohiiNon llion jilanimd lnm‘i»alt' a ia*\v nilirn rnrtlnumal 
Slmnnnn, llnd. of In'nvoi. Mnnaval i>f lln^ nnn\\in nvdor In hrin^ 
him In Washinglnn. 

Tho fnUuwini^ lollmHund lnlop:rainH rnfor In Huh dilUtMiliy : 

(('tiullili'iniiih} l.imniiv IJmivi, \V\u in.rimMiM, | 

\V.\HinNi»niN, Ir tliuiMun HI, istls. \ 

Tci'i in: nuoihl'N i : nur inti»rii»*\v i»f \«*»a#tii|ny 1 hrn i» f lii» 

Hiit>jri'(. Ilf niir i'itiivitiNi(iiih nil iiiy unit i tu*^ >t«ti will purilnM iiiv 

v^mIui’Ih^ llu' Vi*M\ilt lu wiitina* 

My piwriiitml piffmiMM'im, If i*\prrn»uMl, ui»ri» hi la* uUiiUtal (ti naiirii in 
Si. l.nuiKlii n'Minrili my prt«Mi*tit I'tiniMmmli lnaaomn iiiv ('miunuiMl wim iiii* 
|ti>rtmi(, )iii 7 (a, Hiiiti'il tn my niiiK uiul Mipramlinn, ami taa fn^ fmiiil^^ 
wuH wi'll pnividril fur (Imrui in Iuoihi* fiirilitii'ai radintit*!, Ii\ iii||, nml 
uMn HmMrty, 

Whilfili (III till' iithor Imriil, \Vu»<lHJi^lnii vim fnr many fin ntp) rr^anl 
riMiHoiiH lii^Hily iihjiM^tioiiahlis J')H|itHnii||y InaauiNii ii in thn pttlini iit i iipitul 
uf ilm luviuU’y mal fia^UH \\{ inni^im, luul fiUiuli*r. Ynur ja^tTaaml 

pndiwmuii'H won*, iih tn main* u mwv itapmniinnl mmt Mdinpiuh* in 

my rank, nvIlIi luauli|mn'lt'rH al Wimliin^piai, ami in a»>t«i^ni iim hi iln rtmumunt 
• In idiiinvn iiiy family limis ami In a\ail iiismdf of tM arluaiU. ph^f h< 
ii'Umva Mr. Slnnlciii fnou liin ullh'a an Si*rrf*enr\ nf War. nml |m\i' mi< hi 
(liaaliiir^n ilia (hiliaH. 

T(i alTaal IIuh ramnval (\vn liKnlaa van* imlii’iiltal: '(*<■ himjilv rmma liim 
In <|iiil dm war nlllri' Imilflin^ nml nnlirv ilm immure ilrpiirtmniit iiml lltr* 
Htmy dapuvimmnH nn Um^ar In raapiHn liiiii aw Si'rr»'iun *»f Wnrj nr tn 
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remove Iiim, unci submit my nnme to the Seiuito for confirmation. Permit 
me to discuss these points n little, and I will promise by saying that I liiivo 
spoken to no one on tho subject, and have not even seen Mr. Ewing, Mr. 
Stiinbory, or General Grant since I was witli you. 

It has been tlio rule and custom of our arniy, since the organization of 
til© govornmont, that tJio ofTioer of tlio nrmy second in rank sljoiild bo in com- 
mand at the second place in importance, and remote from gonoral head- 
quarlors. To bring mo lo Washington would put three licads to an arm^', 
— yourself, Gonoral Grant, and mysolf, — and wo would be moio than human 
if wc were not to differ. In my judgment it would ruin the army, and would 
bo fatal to one or two of us. 

Gonorals Scott and Taylor proved tliomselves soldiers and ])atiiots in 
tiio field, but Washington was fatal to both. This city and tho influences 
that centorod hero defeated every army that had its head here from 1801 to 
1805, and would have overwhelmed General Grant at Spottsylvaiua and 
Petersburg, had ho not been fortiflod by a strong reputation already hard 
oarnod, and bocausG no one then living coveted the place. Wliereas in 
tlie west wo made ])rogrcs3 from tho start, because there was no political 
capital near enough to poison our minds and kindle into light that craving 
itohing for famo whicli has killed more good men than bullofs. I Imvo been 
with Gonoral Grant in tho midst of doatli and slaughter — when the howls of 
people reached him after Shiloh; wlion mossongers wore spooding to and 
fro, between his army and Washington, bearing slanders to induco his 
romoval boforo he took Vicksburg; in Chattanooga, when tlie soldiers wore 
stealing tlie corn of tho starving mules to satisfy their own liungor; at Nash- 
villo, when he was ordered to the ‘forlorn liope* to command tho army of the 
Potomac, so often defeated -and yet T never saw liim more troubled than 
since he has been in Washington, and has been compollcd to road himself a 
‘sneak and docolvor,’ based on reports of four of the cabinet, and apparently 
with youi knowledge. If this political atmosphere can disturb the c(|ua- 
rnmity of one so guarded and so prudent as lie is, wliut will lie the roHult 
with one so careless, so outspoken, as I am? Thoroforo, witli iny consent, 
Washington nover. 

As to tho Secretary of War, his oflico is twofold. As cabinet officer he 
should not bo tlioro without your hearty, clioorful consent, and I believe that 
is tlio judgment and opinion of ovory fair-minded man. As the lioldor of u 
civil offioo, having the supervision of moneys appropriated by Congress, and 
of contracts for army sup])lies, I do think Congress, or the Senate by delega- 
tion from Congress, lias a lawful right to be consulted. At all events, I 
would not risk a suit or contest on liiat pliaso of the question. I'lio law of 
Congress of March 2, 1807, proscribing tlio manner in which orders and in- 
structions relating to ‘military movements’ sliall roach tho army, gives you, 
as eonstitntiomd commander in chief, the vor}' power you want to exorcise, 
and enables you to prevent llio secretary from making any such orders and 
instructions, and conso(juently ho cannot control the army, but is limited and 
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ivstrirl<‘il lou <lut.v lliuL ini injililnrof ilio hiMi‘«iin ^ mi ri*r 

Ininly r»n ulTnnl in uwait tlin ir^nll. «' pnwoi* iml t*iiKriu«i|, 

hilt) rulliiM't hi Snvi'lv III' in not MU'li nn i»l'-^tMii*!inn us witiilil 
wununt \■in|^'lu•l^ nr i»vrii u ^linw iif fniis» wlih li I'iiiilil pi»n|iii*i« tlin \i»r\ riMu*' 
linn and tdjunnr lliat In* lin|n‘s fnr, <n siui* litm fruin fhn \ i»f 

ail uinplji' nillrn ‘fur llio aafnly i»f Hu luilty.’ 

With ^friMil n*s|iiM*t, \mir» (nih , 

W. *r. Sill iiM A\. 

Ili:Al»irAin i:i;s Mii.iiauv |Jivismi\ m cm ui, | 

Sr, t,tii |H, Mu.. h'(diiit]|i> 1 I, ISMS. \ 

*[\\ 1111: I‘uisjih:st: 

lh:AuSlu: U \h liitnl f<ir inn tn niiits«i\ n \nn wmiM juit iln inn 

an niikiiuliinHH, uiiIi’kh niulnr tlin |irnsiutn i»f ii of nr 

liiH'liUHn ynii Hn Mul linlinvn inn Kiiinnrn, 

I WIIH in hn|in-M, .siiirn niylulfnr to tMii nf Jhn «M|s| ,,f Jjuffiui 1 , ihnl wm 
ImH (uiiuduiliul In jiasN nvnr Hial purpnsn nf \niiis, n\]tt<->< mmI iimii* Hiitii niinn 
in run vni'uatinii, to nrf 4 ;aiii/n It linw iMitiiiniilul fnr lim m {(in wilh liisul 

ciniirtni-H in Waalhii^lnn ; luu a fitnn (Inimial tiianr. nf w sirnhi^ 

aayH Ihat Mlin nnlnr was issiimt nrilniin^r vm ' (iiin| * to Ailunhn ili\isiti|i; ' 
mill tlu^ iinwh|ia|ini‘H of Huh inniihu^f rniiluiii llin iiifni niutcmi, nmHi Hit« 

luMilinii dial I imViWiiMUi nnhiiinilnil UH « hii*\ ft [ hm n trlnjtMapliml 

in my nwii hlnlliiS' ill (Im Sntiiiln In ti|ipnM« itt> nnntii iiial mn, tni tin* 
limt llnUwn lii^(lu«r ^;nuh«H in Hu« iinny tai^rlu m,! («, |„, rmti|i|iriitnil uiHi 
liri'Vi'tH, uml I (niHl yon will nmininvn my inniims iiri|»|il. If I mul. I mmmmv 
way nliMir In inainluiii my family, I ahoiilil iml hrsiial.t u niniiinit in t« 
my lU'nHniil fninniihsinii ami his*!; mum* liiisinrsH \\|ininiii ( \\niili| hn fmn 
fi'tmi llinan iinhap|ty rnui|i|jnalionH lImt Honiii In \u* nlnsjnj,# iiliiiut iiu*«iii s|»it«. 
of my oariii'sl nlTtnln lo moiil ihnm ; lint m ri finju ti, «, im Ifamis. um| | 
aulmiic Nvilli tlin la*hl ^rais^ I i*an, til) I mahn oHinr atranp.miniirn. 

Ill WuHliini^ton urn nln'mly thn hninli|iniiti<rH nf a tlr|titrtnii*nl» itmi nf 
llm army ilHidf, ami it iw hanl for mn to ai'n ulu^rniu ( ran miulnr military 
Hnrvii'i' Hinn'. Any aliHT njllmr uilli Ihn rank of majnr oniiM suri*li fell un> 
gup Infl lintwnnii lliiwn lun inililary nllli*nH ; anil l»\ I.imhk plarrH al SVa-li 
inglon I hliall l»^ iinivnrHiilly nniiHtrmul iih a liuil to Hm i/mimal in rhirf. 11 
pnHltlnll (lainagilig l<i mn in ihn lil^hnat i!ngri*n, tint* inlalioiis havf* ui\sa\N 
laum natal nmiflflimtiul anil frinmlly, ami if, nnhappiU , an\ rhuul nf tli|||«Mill v 
Hlinnlcl arian hi'fsvnnii nn* my annan of pnrHomil ilir,oiiC\ uml Hiil\ uniH.) |ra\n 
nll^ no iillnrnalivu iiiif rnaignallom I'or Hon [ am not \r[ jirnpainh Iml I 
ahall pronnial In arnnign for il iih nipiilly an piivhliln, ihaf ^\linii llm linn* 

iloi’M imnin (aa il aunOy will if thia pltiii in nirriiMl nfTnnlj, I ma\ u. l 

immiplly, 

Imisnntrli as Hm nnlnr ia now isuirH, 1 naiiiml mpni t a full ti*\nnniit.M 
of il, hut I hi'g Hin privilngn of taking pimL at Nnw Nmk, nr at iinv (*ninl 
you liiriy nanus willnii Hm rmw inililary Hiviainn, oHii*r than Wimlongtiui. 
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This privilogo is go n orally granted to all military commanders, and I 
oan soo no good reasons why I, too, may not ask for it ; and this siinplo con- 
cession, involving no ]>ubIio interest, will rnucli soften the blow whicli, right 
or wrong, 1 construe as one of the hardest I have sustained in a life some- 
what checkered witli adversity. 

With great respect, yours truly, 

(Signed) W. T. Siikrman, Liontonant General. 

HEAUQUAUTKKfi MlLITAKY DIVISION OF MlSSOKUI, ) 

St. Doitts, February 14, 1808. \ 

Dear Brother: - ... I am again in tlio midst of trouble, oc- 

casioned by a telegram from Grant saying that tho order is out for nio to 
come to the oouimand of tlio military division of tho Atlantic, headcpuirters 
at Washington, Tho President repeatedly asked mo toaccejitof some such 
position, but I tliought 1 had fought it off successfully, though ho again and 
again reverted to it. 

Now, it seems, ho has ordered it, and it is full of trouble for me. I 
wrote him one or two letters in Wnshington, wliicli I thought positive enough, 
but liave now written another, and if it fails in its object 1 might a.s well 
oast about for new employment. Tho result would bo certain conflict, result- 
ing in Grant’s violent deposition, mine, or tho President’s. 

There is not room on board of one ship for more than one onjitain. 

If Grant intends to run for President 1 should be willing to come on, 
because my duties would then bo so clearly defined that I think 1 could 
steer clear of tho breakers — but now it would be impossible. T!ie Presi- 
dent would make use of mo to begot violence, a condition of things that 
ought not to exist now. 

Ho has no right to use us for such jmrposes, tliough he is commandor 
in ohiof. I did suppose his passage with Grant would end there, but now 
it seems he will fight him as ho has been doing Congress. I don’t object if 
he does so himself and don’t rope me in. . . . 

If tho President forces me into a false position out of seeming favor, 1 
must defend myself. It is mortifying, but none tho less inevitable. 

Affootionately, W. T. Siikuman. 

(Telegram.) Washington, P'obruary 14, 1808. 

From St. Houis, February Pi, 1808, 

To General TJ. S. Grant, Commander U. S. Army: 

Your dispaloli informing mo that tlie order for i\ui Atlantic division 
was issued, and that I was assigned to its command, is received. 

1 was ill 1 k)[ios I liad escaped the clangor, and now, wore 1 prepared, 
should resign on llu3 spot, as it reipiiros no foresight to predict such must bo 
the inevitable result in the end, 

I will make one more desperate effort by mail, whioli please await. 

(Signed) W. T, Sherman, Lioulonnni General. 
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(Tolograiii.) Diitod St. T,oi:js» Fobriiary 14, 1868. 

Recoivocl at Housii: of Rici»«ii:sKNTATivi:s, Fob run ry 14. 

To Hon, John Sheuman : 

0])[)<5so confirmation of niynolf as brevet general on ground tliat it is 
unprocochnited, and that it \a bettor not to extend the aystoin of brevets 
above major gonoral. If 1 can't avoid coming lo Wasinngton 1 may have 
to resign. W. T. Suehman, Lieutenant General. 

This correspoiulcnce, some of which w?is published, excited 
a groat deal of attention, and I received u\ai\y letters in regard 
to it, one of which I insert : 

AYasiijngton, D. C., Fobruaiy 17» 1868. 

Dj:au Sherman : -How nobly and magnanimously your gallant i)rother 
has acted. If A. J. was not callous to all that would afCoct gonllemen geiv 
orall}^ he would feel this rebuke stinging! y. But sineo he luis betrayed tlie 
men who oloolod him he is proof against siioh things. 

Yours very truly, Schuyler Colfax. 

Upon the receipt of General Shermau’s telegram I requested 
the committee on military affairs to take no action upon his 
nomination, as he did not desire, and would not accept, the 
y)roposod compliment. This correspondence then followed : 

IIkadql’ahtkrs Military Divirion of tiik | 

St. I.OLnfi, Mo., February J7, 1808. f 

Dkau BjiO'i'itKR : — ... 1 Imve not y(;t got the order for the 

Atlfintie division, but it is coming hy mail, and when reooivod T nm.st act. 
L have uskod the Prosidciit lo let ino make nq' Iieiukpiarters in Mew York, 
inatoad of ^V^nshillgton, making my application on the ground that my simply 
bontg in Washington will be uni versa I ly construed as rivalry to General 
Grant, u position which would bo damaging to me in the extreme. 

If I must come to Wasliinglon, it will be willi a degree of reluctance 
never before experienced. I would leave iny family here on the supposition 
that the change was tomporaiy. 1 do not question llio President's right to 
luako tlie now division, and I tlnuk Congress would make a mistake to (juaP 
ify his right. It would snfTice for tiiem to nonconfirni the brevet of gonoral. 
I will notify you by telegraph when the matter is concliuled. 

AlTociioimtoly, \V. T. Shkuman. 

(Tologrum.) Received Washington, February 20, J808. 

From St. Louis, Mo., Fobhuiry 20, J868. 

To General U. S. Grant: 

'J'ho Prosidciit telegraphs liiat 1 may rniuain in iny present command. 
T writo liiin a lottor of tlianks tlirougli you to-day. Omgress should not 
huvo for ]ml)licatioii ny loiters to the Prosidenl, unless llio Prosident him- 
self ohoosos to give them. (Signed) W. T. Sherman, Lieut. General. 
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riEADQUAKTERS ArMY OF THE UnITKD StATES, 1 
Washington, Fobmary 21, 1808. [ 

Dear Sir:- By Genoral Grant’s clirootion I inoloso a copy of a dis- 
patch from General Sherman, scorning to indicate bis proferenco that tlie 
correspondence in question should not now be made public. 

HespeotfulU' yours, C. B. Comstock, B. B. S. 

Hon. John Sherman, United States Senate. 

A few (lays after this, General Sherman went to Washing- 
ton in response to the Presidents order, and while there had 
several interviews with the President relating to the change of 
his command. He objected very strongly, as has been seen, to 
any such (‘.liange, because lie felt that he could not hold a com- 
mand in Washington without interfering with Grant’s intovests, 
and because he had a rooted objection to living in Washington 
in the midst of the turmoil of politics. Thoso objections were 
embodied in tlirco letters which General Sherman wrote and 
showed to Grant bofove he sent them to the President. One of 
them found its way into the public press, and created a disturb- 
ance which called forth the following letters: 

IIeadquaktkks Army of the Uniticd Stater, ) 
Wabhinoton, D. C., February 22, 1808. ) 

Hon. J. Sherman, Unifcod States Senate. 

Dear Sir : — Tho ‘National Intolligenoor’ of tlii» morning contains a 
private note wliioli General Sherman sent to tlio President whilst ho was in 
Wasliington, dictated by tho purest kindness and a disposition to prosorvo 
harmony, and not intended for publication. It semns to me tho publication 
of that letter is calculated to place tho general in a wrong light before the 
|)ublic, takcMi in conneotion with what correspondents have said before, ovi- 
der?tly getting* tiicir inspiration from the W)?ito Jlonso. 

As General Sherman afterwards wrote a semi-oineial nolo to llie Presi- 
dent, furnishing mo a copy, and .still later a purely olllcial one sent througli 
mo, whioli placed him in his true position, and whieli have not been published, 
though called for by the ‘House,’ 1 take tho liberty of sending you tho.so 
hdt(jrs to give you the opportunity of consulting General Sherman as to what 
action to take upon lliom. In all maltors where I am not personally intor- 
ostod, I would not lic.sitato to advise Gonei'aJ Sliernmn how 1 would art in his 
])lace. But in tliis instance, after the correspondence I liavo had with Mr. 
Joluison, ] may not see Gonoral Sherman’s interest in the same light llmt 
others see it, or that 1 would see it in if nosucli correspoiidonen had occurred. 
1 am oloar in this, however, tho oorrospondenco hero inclosed to you should 
not bo made j)uhlio exeo[)t by tho President, or with tho full sanction of 
General Sherman. Probably tho letter of llie 31sl of January, marked *oon- 
iidential/ should not bo given out at all. Yours truly, U, S. Grant, 
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following It^liov WHS iuhh*('ss(Ml lo llio '^Nalicuial luU'lli- 
goiHH'lV^ 11 Wushinglno nowsinqs'i*: 

Unumii Si’A'i rri »Si:na i k (Jiiamiii-u, ) 

WAHiiiNuniN^, l'\0iruary 18HS. \ 

(iKNTC.KMKN ; Tho ill ytmr i>u|»or ychlt'nlay nf (JiMiPial 

ShmiaJvuV uoltH U> Ua\ uuil its suuuUuiuhmih tmiiHiuinHiuti liy U»lo- 

^ni|ili, unJU'i'iun|iiuiit‘tt l»y loOnirt willihtOtl l»y (Iim IVrHitloiil hn- 

ofUtHu limy wiMHN ‘ |>rlvuln,’ in an iiiifiiir as in jiiHtify hnvnri' roiiHUro ii|«m lliH 
pi'min w'Un furiiislu'd ytm iIhh lotLor, \vluinvi'r* lio miiy la^ U|inn ila fam ii 
la an inronniil |n'ivu(iuu)liMluHaliMl l>y tlio piinml nmtivoM ii (Irnlro fo 
HarvM Imnnnny iuh\ uni for puiilic’iilioiK Uow any gniilUMiiau 

rocaiviiig Hiirh n Hulo nnnU\ llml allow vagiio liiit falno of ila 

miutiHilK lo Ijo ^ivnn out, and llion |irint it, and williliold odior loMni-a Iiihmoiko 
lliny worn ' privato,’ with a vinw lo rroatn llio improHaioii dial (linioral Slow- 
man, in rnfnrring to ullnrior inoaanrna, anggonlod llio violonL oxpulHion of a 
higli oHIonr from liia oflloo, panaoM my rtmuirolnmHiou, Still 1 know itiat 
(inimml Hlioniian in ho mmKidvo upon i|imHiioiiH of tiflloial proprioLy in piib* 
lialiing paporH, tlial lio would radior nulTor from lliin fulao infonmoo Miiin 
t'orronf. it by piiblialiin/^^ aiiodun* jnivafo no(i^ and im I know dial iIiIh li'llm* 
wiiH not diit only ono wrillm by (tmiiMa) Sliormari (o dii« I'rostiliOit abonl Mr. 
Slaiiton, I jipplioil lo lli(^ rnvnidont for Inn roiiMiMil lo pnbliHli HiiiiHOi|iiimt 
loKora. TIiIh ooiiwonf whm fri*«dy »(iv)'n by llii« I ‘lOMidmil, and I tlioioforo 
Homl oo|iioH !o yon and aak llirir puldioal ion. 

d'liOHo ooploH aro furniHlird nio foMii ollloial Monn*i*H ; for wliilo I Know 
(ionovid SbonnanV opinion^, yi*l ho tUtl not ohow mo tddiov td dio IoIOmh lo 
dm Iknaidniil, during Iuh nlay Imn*, iim vonHly nnsitam lo promoli* haiinony, 
to avoid Hirifo, and roi lainly imvi*r hugg*‘Hh*d or r*»iin(iMiain’i*d ri'nislaimn Lo 
law or violiuum in any fotni. IIo no diMiln loft Wimliiiignm ullh Ioh old 
ri^pngnainm lo [mlilinH, politlinanH, and irnwHpapiUH vory nnmh iinTmiMod by 
Ilia viHit Imrn, John SiiJ;nn.\N. 

llN!'i i:n Stati’h Ski^a'ik I'liA.Miinn, Kidirnuiy iSdH. 

Ukau IbtoTnnn; I rt’ri'ivot) your InllriK and iidi'graniH, ami did not 
uliHWiu* biM’iiuHO ovoniH won* moving ho rapiilly dial 1 rotdd Hiy nodiing but 
niigkl Im upKot bidorn you got dm liUltu*. 

Now yon I'lili lauigralulahi yoiirmdf np<»n biung oli*ar of dn« \soLhL 
(joniplinatio)m wo liavi' ovor had. lmpt*ao)nnonL himuiih (<1 bo a forogom« ooio 
ulUHion HO far aa dm IIouni^ of UoproHonlati vtm la t^onrionoil, ba^^iMl upon dm 
allogod /orf:/7/Ai oxpnlhion of Stanton. No nm^ dinpnloH dio lighl of iho 
VroHidiml U> riUMO a ipii'Kiion id law upon Inn vighl \n roniovo Stanton, but 
dm foroibln nunoval of a man in oflloo, olaiiiiiiig In bo in lawfully. \» liko dm 
foroiblo ojonliniuit of a Imiant wlmii inn rigid of puHHOh««iiiii Is in di^pnlo. U 
in a IrnHpaHH, an UMHaull, a riot, or a orinm, aooording (n iIm« n^sidl of dio fnroo, 
Ii in Hlraiign fh<^ Prosidont ran oonioiiiplalo mirli a dting, wlaui Slanlon ia 
already Blripjiod of power, and dio ooiirlB uro opun to dm rrrwklont lo try 
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his right of removal. Tho President is acting very badly with respect to 
you, lie creates the impression that you acted disingenuously with him. He 
has published your short private note before you went to Annapolis, and yet 
refuses to publish your formal one subsequently sent to him, because it was 
'private.* The truth is, ho is a slave to his passions and resentinonts. No 
man can oonfido in him, and you ought to /col hap[)y at your oxtrication 
from all near connection with liim. . . . Grant is anxious to have your 

letters published, since the note referred to was published. I will see Grant 
and the President tliis evening, and if tho latter freely consents, I will do it 
informally ; but if he doubts or hesitates, I will not without your expressed 
directions. In these times of loose confidence, it is bettor to submit fora 
time to a wrong construotion, (lian to betray confidential communications. 
Grant will, un(|UfiStionably, bo nominated. Chase acquiesces, and I see no 
reason to doubt his election. . . . AlTcctionalely, 

John Sim: km an. 


Hkauquautkub Miutaky Division oftimc Missouri, | 

St. r^iOUiB, Mo., February 25, 1808. J 

Dear Bkotijkk: — . . . I am in possession of all tho news up to 
date — tlio passage of tljo imj>eao)miont resol iilioii, etc.- -but T yot clon*t 
know it the nomination of T. Ewing, Senior, was a real thing or meant to 
compromise a diflioulty. 

The publication of my short note of January 18, is nothing to me. I 
have tho original draft which I sent througli Grant’s hands, with liis indorse^ 
ment back to mo. At tho time this note must have been given to the 
reporter, the President had an elaborate letter from mo, in which I disousHcd 
tho whole case, and advised against the very course ho has pursued, but I 
don’t want that letter or any other to be drawn out to complicate a case 
already bad enough. 

You may always safely represent me by saying tliat I will not make up 
a final opinion till called on to act, and I want nothing to do with these con- 
troversies until tho time comes for the actual fight, which I hope to God may 
bo avoided. If the Democratic part}^ intend to fight on this impoachment, 
whioh I believe they do not, you may count 200,000 men against you in llie 
south. Tho negroes are no match for them. On tins question, the whiles 
there will be more united than on tho old issue of union and secession. I do 
not tliink tho Presidont should bo siispondod during trial, and, if possible, 
tho Republican party should not vote on all side questions as a unit. They 
should aot as judges, and not ns partisans. The vote in tho House, being a 
strictly [)arty vote, looks bad, for it auguns a ])rejudicocl jury. 1'hoso wlio 
adhere closest to the law in this crisis are tlio best patriots. Whilst tlio float- 
ing politicians lioro share tlio excitement at Washington, tlio people gener- 
ally manifest little interest in tho game going on at Waslniigton. . . . 

Affectionately yours, 

W. T. SimuMAN. 


s.-ao 






SiATi H SiiNAir. Cir amiii:k, \ 
\VAHiiiNin<»N» Mail'll I, ISI^S, \ 

I )i:«\U tMim ili:u: Vmir loltrr nf (lii« lint liin n'roi via L 1 iiiMal imt Miy 
tn yiiu llmt tlio iirw I'vnilH tniii>«|iinn^ lii»rn am nairnwly wati'lii'il liy iiii'. 
Su far tiH 1 luii I'tMU'iH mat, 1 iiumui In .litlnihini a fair aial iinparlml trial, 
atnl tn iliM'iilii imtliiii^jf until ii'«|uiii'(l lit <l(i an, atiil aflin' full ni'^iirnnhl. I r<''' 
^ninl liiiu aa a ruiiliali atal htnlilairii tniui, iltiin^ i*vrii (liiii^H in a wnm^ 

sva Vt <ni(l in a jinaitinn vvfn^ro flio nvll (liat Iiti ilnra ih iiuiiii'iiHMiv ini'n'iiHi'ii liy 
Ilia nmninn' nf clnln^ it. i In uliairl y ili*Hi|^mMl (i» liavi« Drat (fniMt,unil (Iumi 
ynu, iuvnivcil In i.oriMr/.n 'riininaa* puhitinn, uial In tliia ho ia aotnatiMl hy hia 
roronl rovnlt apiinal, Staiituin llnw I'any it wmild Inivo lioon, if ho ha<l fi»l- 
lowoil ynur uilviro, to liavo uuu\r StaiUini anxiuiiH tii roai^ii, ov what ia wnivo, 
to ha Vo luiulo hiH |i<mition ritlioulouH. jty hia inrciniul folly wo aro drlflin^ 
into lurhuloiil walom 'I'lio only way ia to Uoop ooot ami aot ooimoionlitMiHly. 
1 umif^ratnlalt^ y<ni on yont’ luoky oxliloatioii. I do not anlioi|mlo oivll war, 
forum* jiroooodin|j[ ia nnnuoationahly lawful, and If iho jud|jfinoiil ih apiinnl 
dm IVoaidoui, liia tunii in jiinl iia oloarly ofd an if iho -lili <»r Maroli, liSOtJ, wan 
ooino. M’lio roHulti if lio ia ronviolod, wonhl oiml tla' iiitdividoil n^HpouHihilii y 
of rtaaiUHlnmUon njam tho lto|iid)liojin party, au<l would inapiostiouaMy 
Kiumro tho full adnuhnlon of all (ho ataloa liy July uonI, utid avniil tho dan/pu- 
OUN t|UohtiouK llmt uiay otliorwisi* ariso out of lhi« oouihoi ii voto in llio 
diaiiiid ohaMiou. It ia now I'liaii tlmt ttianl will la* a oaialidiili', and lila 
olootinu Hooiim (piito an olotir, I'lioJiction of Noi tli (’aioliua nMiiuvod llio last 
dotdit of luH nniiiiuatlorh Airooliountrlv yoma, 

John Siii uM an. 

llKAngiuUTKUa Mn.ri'AUY htvisioN or iin: MiNsoirni, | 

St. Loi'ia, Marrh I I, IMIS. \ 

Dicau 1 lao'iH ru : I doidt know what (Irani iiii'aiiN hy hla oiloui'i^ 

in tho luidHt of tho vcM'V iudioationH of hin ivitijtj; tho iioiinna 

tinu in May. iknihltoHH ho intimds to hold aloof from tho ospio^sion 
of any opinion, (111 tho aotiiul noiinnaliou in mmhs whoii, if In* aooopiH 
with a Htron^ railioal platfonn, ) nhidl ho Hiirprim'd. My notion In that 
lio lliinkH ihut Iho IkmioornlK ouf^lit not to mum'oimI to poWi«r, and tlmt 
ho wouhl ho willin^^ to Htaral ii Haoriliro nilhor (Imn m'o ilml ri'sidl. . . 

] notiiai that you Uopnhlioaim Imvo dividod on homo of tlio hidi^ ipom- 
lioria on iin)ioa('limout, and am tfhnt you oonordo to ()io Ihoniilont tho 
lar^i'Hl limits in Iuh dofouHo that aro offoinl. I dnn*( soo what tho Ui'puli 
lioaiia cun f^ain hy alioviii^^ imitlmH to an oMont that looks liko u foji'^^oiio 
oonchmion. 

No mattorwiiiii mon may think of Mr. JoluiHon, his ollloo in ono llmt 
ouf^lit to havii a pndty wido lutitndo of opinion. NoviuIIioIosh, tin' (rial 
ia oim that will ho rhmt'ly and slrndy rrilioisml hy all (ho oivlli/isl 
world. , , , Voiir hrolhor) 
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OV JOHN SllKliNfAN. 


Al. lliiH Mnio T wrolo inm WKsliinfrUm : 

^'iin tlit> i |iti>iM»rilin^H luivo rniiiiiii*iiri*(l« As u 

iniUtnr ttf ls^lU‘Sl^ I huvM Id say iihnut JhriiL 1 1 is slnin^'i^ tliai liiry 

ha\'n sn linliM'IVi'nl nn aiathiisiiifss. 'rini hlni^^ln linn la^nii stj Idii^ 

(liiil ilin Imih Iks ‘11 JiscuinUisi* » , . 

Till' I *IMsi(li»ilt WtiH Vi'iv uiixious In Hniicl ynii tn HniiiHtaiiii, iHut <inly 
^ava il up by ri‘iiHnn uf yniir 1 mliaii ruiiiliiiiiul. Iln lliiiik ihiit yniir 

visit In Mumpn un\v \s iis itn( rnnsiHlniil wifli llii^ rnasnii fur ymir n*- 

inuinini^ at S(. I, mils. Slill, mi lliis pninl ymi rnuhl inulily iisK liis itpiiiinu, 
and if that attiis's >vil|i (iiiinrs ym iinsi fmd iin ihdirary lit 
Minra ruvnliililn nppi M hiult V ^'1' tillM^ tn visil lOurnpn will liknly *a'rill% • 

liitncrtil Shrriiuiii : 

I Intiillv liiM'W what lo fliliiL of llm iiiipnai’hiiiriil. W'lis In hopivi Mr. 
•rnhiisnii wmilil 111' allnwisl In Mvi« mil his Iritii. itiiil ilntilif IT iiiiv |;ni<il will 

ti's\dl by w fnr I hi' fmv innhilts slill totuuluiup id iihi Im iu, A usw 

cahiTint, lual lln' I'liuii^n'M fm i^sIiihImWisI WmlnVi fiiriiils. lhmi|»Ji naluial 
minup;lu wmihl lnivn iiisiillhMc'ht filin' In itn auv I hit vn n piiMiin hu 

U'l' fmin ( I ruiit as lal u uh Maivh IM| litil. hu stiyn iinl a wnni nf IiIh jmliiii'al 
htlouliiHiK. Sn fiU' us I himws III' wmihl yt'l ln« ^hul nf ii tjiutifp' lhaf witiihl 
uimblo liiiu In minuiit iih intw. . « 

Oil llio w7lh (if Ki'Iiruitry, 1H(5H, Mr. Sl('V(dm niudn fhd follnw- 
iiiK iHiiKirl. : 

“ J'lin l•llnlllltlll'a nil I'lM iuislrunlinll, In whniil WllM rufi'ITiMl, nil (hn U7lh 
Ilf .laiiiiarv last^ (lio rnllnwiii^r rnHnltilimi : 

' J{t .m/iu t/t 'riiat ihn uoiiiiMil (nn nn rnmnslnindnii lin aiillinri/iMl to 
iinpiiit' wlial riiiiiliiitiUiniiH linvn lii'nii ininln nr itllniiiphM) In In* iiunln In 
nlislinnt ihn ilun i'\niMi(in|| of ihi' laws ; iiihI (n lhal ntiil iIm* f^niinnitti'n hiivn 
pnw*'!' In hi'Mil for pi'iHiiiis luiil piipi'is, and In omumIih' wiliirssi*s nn ntillu and 
ropnit In ihia Ilmisti whal arlinn, if aiiVt llioy imiy di'i'iii iii'i’t'ssriry ; iiial 
(hut siilil nniiiinil Ini' liuvi* Inavn tn rnpnil at any liiiK*/ 

*^\ncl In wliniii was idsn i i'rm iish nn (hi* ^Isl day nf i<*i')iriiiny , inshnd, a 
uniniitUMiridinii fmiii linn* I'hlwiii Al. Sfanlmj, Sni'n'lary nf \Vav»'laIi*i| nn 
HahOrilat day nf Knliniaryt fn^rllmr with a iMuiy nf a h*(li'r fmni Ainln'W 
Jnhiisnii, Pri'nidi'hl nf (hn I'liitnl Slati's, h‘ llu' aaiil hMwin M. Sliiiilniii as 
fnllnWH ; 

lO.viTi' n vi: MANsin.v» ] 

W anIM .S' lri n\, I ), ( I., lAOiniai'V ISHS, \ 

Sni : Hy ' irhn' nf flm pn\vi«r iin<l aiilhm ilv vi'shsl in nii', as I'lnsidnul, 
liy ihr* (sniHliiiilinii and laws nf ihnKnilisI Stains^ y.iu urn hmslty ri'iimvnd 
frniii (dliri* IIM hi'crnliiry fnr (hn i h']>at f ini'nt nf war, ihhI ^mir ftiiinliniis as 
Mill'll will li'riiiiiiiUi* ii|inii dm iiMSMiii nf this rnnnniininatinn. 

\tt\\ will Iraiisfnr In Hrnvt't Alajm* (Irnmnd l.nif*n/n TImmimih, Adjutant 
OiMirral nf tim AriiiVi wlm has iIhh day Imi'ii autlmir/fil and riH|iiiw«'i('d tn 


420 


HWM^t.l.KdTIONS 


Util iiH Si'i’ii'liirv c»f Wur *til htftrun^wW nu'onlM, l)n<»kH, ])tipoi‘H^ unil <»lliur 

pin|ii»ii y nn\\‘ in your ou»ltuly mul «’liar/ro« 

UuH|n‘nt fully yoiinn, 

Anmukw JuuNHim» 

]ft»N. I'lnWlN M, SlAN’MiNt Wusllilll^toll, I ). (\ 

*'Aiiil hi wlioiii WHS uIko n’rori'tsl l>y (ho IIouho of Ih^prusiuthilivuH tlio 
following li'solmiun* namoly : 

Tliiil Autlrow Joliiisniu Vrosiilrnt of Uiiihal SluiuH, lin 
inijii'iu'lnsl «if friiiM'K iiiul iiiihdiumanioi'H 

“ iiavo (‘onsiiliuial iho Hi'Voral suli juris rofiUMuil lo llauii, iiial sniunil lliu 

followin^r ri'|uul : 

*'<Thal ill Hililifion lo llio papom vofurrui! lo iho uoinnntluiu llinuoiniiiittun 
jjjii] lliai IIju on Ihn Jilwt iliiy of l»'i0)nijiry, IKIJH, si^oii'il iiiid issiiuil 

II uiiiiunisHion or lulUu’ of imlliiu*ily hi ono l.tiron/o 'rimimiHt clin’ulin^^ and 
uullioiT/iiijif Kiiid 'rhoinas to not as Sorrotary of War nd iidwhiii and to lulco 
p<isHussit»u of llio liooks, n'rords, anil jiapom, and ollinr puldin property in 
Iho war do[mvlinont, of W'liioli llio tollowin;if Is a ropy : 

Kxn ifTivi: Mansion, | 

W AMI n NOT* IN, Krljnnir.v iil, IhUH.f 

Sill'— linn, Kdwiii M. SImuIoii liuvInK ln‘i*n Ihis iljiy lunioviil I’rtiin olllii* ns hi'u- 
ii*l Illy Ini' 1 IumIuiiiii I riiful n| war, ynii an* lu rnhy niillinrl/i il jhmI nuiMovi ri'il to a«’t 
iiH Srrnduiy of \ynr nti /arriv/a, and will htiiiH'dinlidy n|inii f/a* dindnUKo of 

llir ilutii's (M'lhdiiiiiK (o Hnil tiDlrr, Mr Slanlnn ImH lin'ii liaUruc h d to IiioihIVi' fn 
ynii all III)' h't’ni iIm, linoiiK, Jiiid nlhiT )>ii)i|jc* ]im|na ly mov in Ids I'liHlndy iiiiil 

C‘!jaraa. |{is[n i l fully yoiiis, Amhii:u .ImnsnoN. 

1Ni Mnnvi:'!' Ma^iom IIi.m- iiai. hniti.N/n d'ltoMAs, Adjutmil. (irai'ial of Iln* OalhMl 
Khih's Array, WaH/da/hna, h/Mh /rf of rolaraMa, 

1 nilrial I'ojiy ns|n'rM'iilly fundhhr'd lo linn. lOilwln M.Htjinlna. 

I., Tmomah, 

HriTslary of Wwv iu! itdovlw* 

l?pnri ilfo ovalnra^i n<dla(d('d fiy (lio <'oniniit(nn, wtiirli is iau'owffii pni’ 
Htuilnd, aiul in vlrliU' nf tlii‘ pnwnis wIlli wliiidi limy Imvo Ihmui invt'shal hy 
tiu' I Iniisn, lla*y am nf llin opinion lliaf. Andnov .lolinson, l*mHidont of ()m^ 
liiiitial Sliilt's, bn iiiipnanlnul of lii^rji nniin^simd iiiiNdniniauioi's. Tliry (linrio 
forn riM'uinniniui lo ihn lionsn tlin udoplion of (bo aiM’iuiipan vin|{ msoluiion : 

M'iia noiu'H Sti:vi:nh, 

(liconm; S, Hot? j \s j- i.r., 

.lolIN A. IbSOllAM, 

(I. 'r. [fiii.nnnii, 

John h\ l«'AnNhwoui ii, 
l‘\ il Ukaman, 
lb K. Paini:/' 

“Uosrdnlinn providini^ for Itui iin[Hau‘liinnnl <if Andnnv Jolmson, Piuhi* 
dont of tlin UniU'd Siult's : 

Itmoirni, 'riial Andrnw .lohnson, Pri‘Hidniit of |Im< Unii 'fl Slalns, bn 
iiii|iuarlird of Id^rb tM'inn's and iiiiHdiuinnoiorK in idlicn*/ " 

Oil Ilio y»llh of IVhriiiiry llin ivsoluldou provitling fur iin- 
poiudnnonb was adciptod by a vtilo nf \\l{\ yiMis and ^17 nays. 



OK JOHN .SIIHUMAN. 427 

On klio sumo day Mr. Stovons iulrodnrod I, ho fnllowinM: vomo- 
lul.ion, which wiiH iiyrcod to: 

“ 'j’lml a wiiuinitloo <if Iwo l)i< ii[t|i(iiiili«(l In jro in llu' Snnult' 

and, ul llsol)Ui» Uioivof, in tho ninutMjf tlio jlotimwif KnprrMinUativos iiiul uf 
all llin of ilin IIitlieMl SluloH^ to imjuMU'li Ainlrow JnliiiHon, IVcHiilonl 

of iho Unilocl Slalc‘H, of crinu'H unci iniHlfiuoiiiMJiH In utmI 

a<M[uiniiii llio Se^nuU^ iliut tlio llmiHO of Ko|in'son(ulivoM will, in din^ tinu*, 
nxliihil inullouliir of iinpourlnnonl iif^fuiuHi him uiul nialxo^octd {\n\ 

aanu' ; ami fliiif. I.|m <*t>niininc‘n do chnnuial tlial llic^ Scmiilo tiilu* ordor lor Ihix 
u|i|H'anuu'o of Hiild Andnuv »IoluiHc»n (o uimwi'i* li> aaid iin|>i‘m‘liHM*nl. 

“ IJ. 'riiiil It caniuiuKoo of Hcwrn la* iipiaihitoil In |in'|iiiri^ ami 

ro[KH*t nrtiol(«K <jf ini|a*a<*hnu‘nt a^aiciHf Andrcov Jrilmson, I Vc'.salont of (hn 
Uiiili'd S(iilc‘s, ^Yltll |n»Wi*r to acmd for [iiM'Hona, jm|aM*a, and rnciiitlH, mn] it> 
laho U'stiimaiy nndtM’ oullid* 

^V\\(\ s|KMik(d* Ihm iiunounct'd llu' Inlldwin^^ conihiiM tnhs 
uudor (lipst^ rosolnlions : 

C/ommilUai l<i Icj dM» llm iu*lion of tha !1 oum» oivlor- 

in|u( an iin|i(aKdnnniil. of tim Pn'Kidont of iIm' Unlliat StiUi's ; I'lmddi^UH 
KlovoiiH, of IVMnmyl vaniu, and Jolm A. Uin^diani, of Ohio. 

C^onunittoc^ io cU*elaro urliuh^H of iin)mucdiiinmi n/^ndiiHf. llin l'n*Hid(xn(. of 
dm Tlnilcal Slutc^n: (ioor|L^o H. Btailwidl, cd MussuidnminiH ; ThiiddoiiH 
SiovoiiH, of INniimylvuniu ; .Icdui A. Binj<,dmin, of Ohio ; .luiimH l‘\ WUmou, of 
town; *I(dm A« Lo^iii^ of lllitmiK; (toorj^c' W. .hdiun, of Indiaini ; iiml 
IliunilloM Ward, of Now Ycnk. 

Tlui Iruil of iliis inipoatdniKMil. hy Iho wns nii iiniio.s- 

inf? .si>(K!la<5lo, udiiali oxtditnl iMlnra.sl. diirin/L? ils 

(.iiiuiuuM^ H» was s(K)n thwaloimtl Uaih Mu^ pini.vaiiHdi nf lliti 
r.liarf^t^s wiis laih lla^ rcanoval of Slanlon, l)al. was l.ht^ ii.l.t.niiiiih 
oT t\\(\ l^rasiMont U) forco (lonta'al lionai/o 'riiainas inlo a, liigti 
olUco Avil.liouk Uio advic.a and c.aiist'iih of i.ht^ StMuihv 

In llio trial of this iiniMsudinKnit 1 wislnnl to U\ mid I f lunk 
1 was, n.])solutoly iinpavtiiil. I likod IIh\ Pr(*sid<Mi( iMT.scnnilly 
and harhonul aKniiist him iionn (d‘ Iho pn^jiidico and aiiimnsily 
of Honu^ othors. I kmnv lin was hid<l and rash, hoi I nr (itind for 
l.ho s(,ornis of political lih^ Ilian tln^ j^ravn rns|u»nsiliilil.i(VH of 
(ho tdiinf iua{j;istraln of a ^-^dintry. His (‘ducal ion, such 
ns it was, was mnjnircd lalr^ in lilh, wlnm his clnirncJrr was 
[onnnd and Ids luihits lixtal. Still, his mind was vij^m'oiis and 
his body stcoii|jf, ami whoii thoroughly aroused lio was an able 
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sp(':ili(n'; liis iiiiiffimi'i' was forriliU' and apl. and his itillntnicc) 
()V(M’ a pupnlai' a.udi('iic(' was (dTnrlivn. 1 disliktul a.lu>V(' all 
Miiiiffs (.0 111' !i jiidpf«' in Ids casi'. I kianv scnnn of iny aswadali's 
wcri! iilr(Nuly iip:ainsl tin' )’r('sid(nd. and nllnns wm* as decided 
ill Ids I'avor. I rcsoliiUdy nauh' up niy mind, so far as hnniaii 
naliini would adndl, l-o fairly hear and imparl iai I y lumsider 
all fhe (ndih'iice |iri)dnced and all th<« argunienhs made. 

The ('(Uinsc'l for Ihe l*r(>sidenl. were lUmry S!unla>ry, II. II. 
(kirlis, .l(M('iniah S. Illack, William M. I'lvarls, William S. (irec'S- 
laadc, and Thnnias A. 11. Nelseii, 'i'he managc'rs on the pari, of 
Ihe House of llepresonlaiives wcu’o .lohn A. IHngham, (leorpie 
S. Iknd-wiill, .lames K. Wilson, .lohn A. l/ogan, 'Tliomas Wil> 
liam.s, lUnijamin K. llnUor and 'I’haddoiis SHivons, 'I'lie Irial 
lasled iU'arlyl.wo nionl.hs, was a.l)ly c.onduelod on both sides, 
and ended by Hie lUMpdl.lal of Hit' I’residtnd., on Ihe (devoid h 
arHcle of impeiicliinenl . by a vole of lib i^idll.y a.nd H) nnl mdlly. 
Two-lhirds of Hio.st' volin^ no! htivinp: [trononneed "gnilly,” ns 
ret|uired by Hie coiislilnlioii, Hit' I’residenl. was actpdl led iijioti 
lld.s arHcle. 'I’wo ol her arlitdes wt're voled on willi I he .same 
resiiH. Thi'renpoii, on Hie lilJlh day of May, ISIJH. Ihe .Seinile 
sillinp! as a coini of imiM'nchmt'nl mljonrned wilhonl day. 
iMr. Slanlon resiptned and Ih'iieral Scholitdd bt'came .Secrelnrv 
of War. 

I voled for coiivielion for Hie rt'iisons slalt'd in lint opin- 
ion ^ivini by me. I ha.ve carefully revit'wed lids opinion and 
am eiiliroly c.oiilenl willi il, 1 sHiled in Ihe begiindnp: my 
desire t.o consider llio ruse wilhonl. bias or fet'linpc- I tpiole in 
full Hio openiiij.' para/^raphs: 

Tliin iiiuhI iHMinnidoil npoit tlin unit phvHntnplionH wliirh 

liy liiw a|i]ily tci nil niiiiiiml Juhtin* in liliiirl In (|iii 

nf!l(iinl Htiilion nf tlin n‘h|inniliMil, um) (n ihn lUliCiiiliMif tlio iummisoih hjiniili- 

in lln^ iiiinin nf ull (Im> jicniiln nf tin* I Njili’d SlitlPH. Il mily iltMiiiiinlN nf 
lii(> Sonalo t])o ap|i|ic*nlinii In ihtH nniM* nf tin* |ii'inripli*M ami hafn^^niartlN 
pn>vi<Ii*cl fnr ovnry lininiui ammiHl nf rriinr* For llm )»ro|ii*r apjili- 

oiUion nf tlii*Hn pnnc*i|ili‘M wo nnmolvoH aro nn trial Indoro tln^ lair nf |iiiiilin 
opinion. TliO nnvmty nf tliiH proororlinp;^ tho hihtnriral rliiuarti r nf tlin 
trials and ilio ^nivo inli*roMlH invnlvoil, only dm^pon tim nlili^ainm nf (lio 
H[)Coiid oiillt wo Imvn taluni In do lni]airlial jimtico uroonliii^ tn (lio tMiUHlilih 
lion and laws. 
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‘^Ancl this case must be tried upon Uie charges now made by the ITouso 
of fio presoiitatives. We cannot consider other offenses. An appeal is niiido 
to tho conscience of each Senator of guilty or not guilty by the President 
of olovon spooifio offenses. In answering tins appeal a Senator cannot jus- 
tify himself by public opinion, or by political, personal, or partisan doiiinnds, 
or oven grave considerations of public policy. His conscientious conviction 
of tlio truth of these charges is tlie only test that will justify a verdict of 
guilty, God forbid that any other should prevail hero. In forming this 
oonviotioii wo are not limited merely to tiio rules of evidence, wliicli, by tlio 
exporionco of ages, have been found best adapted to tho trial of offenses in 
the double tribunal of court and jury, but wo may seek liglit from history, 
from personal knowledge, and from all sources that will tend to form a con- 
scientious conviction of the truth. And wo are not bound to technical defi- 
nitions of orimos and niisdomoanors. 

willful violation of the law, a gross and palpable breach of moral 
obligations tending to unfit an ollloor for the proper disclinrge of his offioe, 
or to bring the offlco into public contempt and derision, is, when charged 
and proven, an impoacliablo offense. And the nature and oriminality of 
tho offensB may depend on the official charnotor of the accused. A judge 
would bo hold to higher official purity, and an exeoutivo officer to a stridor 
obsorvanoe of tlio letter of the law. Tho President, bound as a citizen to 
obey tho law, and specially sworn to oxeouto the law, may properly, in his 
high office as chief magistrate, bo hold to a stricter responsibility than if his 
example was less dangerous to the public safety. Still, to justify tho con- 
viction of the President there must bo specific allegations of some orinio or 
misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, gross misconduot, or a willful vio- 
lation of law, and llio proof must bo such as to satisfy the conscience of the 
truth of the charge. 

Tho principal charges against the President are tliat he willfully and 
puryjosoly violated tho constitution and the laws, in the order for the re- 
moval of Mr. Stanton, and in the order for tho appointment of General 
Tlio III ns as Secretary of War ad wlerim. These two orders were con- 
temporaneous — part of tlio same transaction — but are distinct ads, and are 
made tlio basis of separate artiolos of impeachment.” 

I stated tile grounds of my conviction that tlio action of 
tJie Presidont, in placing Lorenzo Thomas in charge of the 
office of Secretary of War, without the advice and consent of 
tho Senate, was a clearly illegal act, committed for tho pur- 
pose of obtaining control of that office. I held that the Pre.si- 
doiit had the power to remove Secretary Stanton, hut that he 
had not tho power to put anyono in his place unless the per- 
son appointed was confirmed by tho Senate. 



1)1(1 llio ac.l. (»t ftltnrU y, IMw, coinuionly lUHiwn um t h(( 
“toiiui'o of ollic.o act'.,” (‘otifc'r (liis aulhorily V Dn Mio c.tm- 
(nu'y, il- plainly proiiihils all (tMiiporavy appoinliiunilM ox- 
ccpli as .spdcially provided for. 'I'lio lltird Htud.ion n'pt'als IIk' 
(loiistil idioiial aiiUiorUy of (ho l’r('sid('id* lo (ill all vacuneics 
Imppoiiiiif^ diirint? Iho rocosN of Mm iS(»nalo hydoalli or ivsii'ini- 
Mon, and iirovidi^H I lad' if no aiipoinlinonl. is nuulo during I ho 
followiiiif HOHsion l.o (ill such vacunc.y, Mu' olllco shall roniain in 
alatyanco until an ap[)oinlnuud. isduly tnadoandc.nniirniod.and 
provision is )nad(\ for Mio disc.hav^o of t.ho dnl i('s of l h(( ollico in 
iho nKMintinu^. Thosocond scud.ion provUh^s for Ihosnsponsion 
of an ollicor during Iho rocoss, anti for a l.oinitoravy appoinl- 
inont. dio'hnj (he rerrsH. 'I’his powor was oxorcisod and fidly ox* 
Imustod by Iho snsiwusion of Mr. Mlanion until rostorod hy Mm 
iSonato, in ('.oinplianoo with Iho law. No anthoril.y whalovt'r 
is c.onfoiTod hy this ac.t. for any l(uiiptiravy appoinl nmnl- dnriii/f 
tint session of tint Stand o, hnt, on iho conlrary, such an a[i- 
poini.nmnt is idiiinty inconsislonl. with (ho ncl, and ctoild nol' 
lio inforrod or iniplital from it. Tin' sixth socMon rnrlhi'r iiro- 
vidos: 

“'I'lifil nVi'i’V roiiiiivuK appiHiitliiiMit, iM' i‘tn[itnymiMi(, iimuIm, hiul, m* i'mm* 
oiaiul, iMDitnu'y lo iIm^ prnviHiniiK tliiH u(‘U initl flip nimi) 

iri((i <»r pf (luy f'tttunuVsiiMi nr lrM(T<if aiillinrify fnr, 

or in rps|M*ol lo, any aunh a|i|ininltnrnl or pin|ilityintMi(t hinill Ito iIim^humK 
and urn hnroby dorluiptl lo la', hi^rh niiHlpiiiranoi^, and, (rial and ron- 

violion llmroid, ovary |anHon i^nilly Ihru'of nIihM Ijp puiiihljiMl liy ii linn not 
nxfinndin^ $10, (MW), i>r l»y ifn|jnKofirrti'nt nt»t nxmiatiit^^^ ilvo ynarx, or IjhIIj 
H ui<l ]>nnihliinnn(H, in ihn diHrmlitni of tin* rtinrl/^ 

This langnagt' is plain, explicit, and was insm-leil ntil. only 
to prohiliit all loniporary uppointmeids I'xcepl. (hiring Mie 
rocos.s, and in tho niodt' providisl for in th<> sectnid .st'clion, hnt 
tho nnusnal ctnirso was lidttni of allixiiiK a penally I o a law 
doiining Mut olllcial dni’y of Mut i'residenl. 'I’he ori^'ionl hill 
did not coniain ponal climscs; hnl. il. was ohjecled in IheSeii- 
ato that tho rrosidont had already disregarded niamlidory pro- 
visions of law, and woahl this; and llierefore, afler dtdudo, 
those ponal soc.itons worn addtal in socurti (dietiimict' itt ihn 
law, and to givo to it tho highest sanction. 
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I quofco my view of the action of the President: 

“ Wfts aot this act willfully violated by tho Presiclont duriny the session 
of the Senate? 

“ It appears, from tho letter of the President to General Grant, fiom his 
convorsation with Genenil Slierman, and from his answer, that ho had 
forinocl a fixed resolve to get rid of Mr. Stanton, and fill the vacancy with- 
<nit llio advice of the Senate. He might have secured a new Secretary of 
War by sending a proper nomination to the Senate. This ho neglected 
and rofused to do. lie cannot allege that the Senate refused to relievo him 
from an obnoxious jmimicr. Ho could not say that the Senate zefused fo 
confirm a pro])or appointee, for ho would make no appointment to tlmm. 
I'ho Sonate had declared that tlie reasons assigned fur suspending Mr. Stan- 
ton did not make tlie case reejuired by tho tenure of office act, but I aflirm 
ns my conviolion that tlio Senate would have confirmed any one of a great 
number of patriotic citi/ena if nominated to the Senate. I cannot resist the 
conclusion, from the ovkleiico before us, that he was resolved to obtain a 
vacancy in the department of war in such a way that ho might fill the 
vneanoy by an appointment witliout tho consent of tho Senate, and in viola- 
tion of the constitution and ilio law, This was tho purpose of tlie offer to 
Gononil Sliorman. This was the purpose of tlio apjmintmoiit of General 
Thoinas. If ho had succeeded as ho hoped, ho could have cliangcd his 
temporary appointment at pleasure, and thus luivo defied the authority of 
tlie Senate aud tho mandatory provisions of the constitution and tlio law. 
1 cannot in any other way account for his refusal to send a nomination to 
the Sonato until after the appointment of General Thomas. Tho removal 
of Mr, Stanton by a new appointment, confirmed liy the Senate, would have 
complied with tho constitution. Tho absolute removal of Mr. Stanton 
would have created a temporary vacancy, but tho Senate was in session to 
sharo in tho appointment of another. An ad mterhn ap])ointntont, without 
authority of law, during tho session of tho Senate, would place tho doparb 
inont of war at his control in defiance of tho Sonato and tho law, and would 
havo sot an evil example, dangerous to the public safety — one whicli, if 
allowed to pass unchallenged, would place the President above and beyond 
the law. 

** The claim now made, that it was the sole desire of the President to 
lost tho constitutionality of the tenure of otfico aot, is not supported by rea- 
son or by proof. Ho miglit, in August last, nr at any time since, without 
an interwi appointment, have tested this law by a writ of quo warm )i to. 

Ho might have clone so bj' an oixler of rezrzoval, and a refusal of Mr. Stan- 
ton’s requisitions. Ho might liavo done so by assigning a head of a dopart- 
monfc to the place made vacant by the order of removal, yiich was not his 
purpose or expectation. Ho expected by the appointment of General Slicr- 
man nt once to got possession of the war dopartniont, so when General 
Thomas was appointed there was no suggestion of a suit at law, until the 
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unexpected resiatanco of Mr. Stanton, supported bj tho action of the Sen- 
ate, indicutod that as tho only way loft.” 

It is difficult to convoy, by extracts, a correct idea of a care- 
fully prepared opinion, but this statement shows my view of the 
case, and, entertaining it, I felt bound, with much regret, to vote 
"guilty” in response to my name, but 1 was entirely satisfied 
with tho result of the vote, brought about by the action of 
several Republican Senators. There was some disposition to 
arraign these Senators and to attribute their action to corrupt 
motives, but there was not the slightest ground for these impu- 
tations. John.son was allow'ed to serve out hia term, but there 
was a .sense of relief when General Grant was sworn into office 
as President of the United States. 



OHAPTJilR XX. 

TirK POHTIETH Co^'GKESS. 

I elation Durinj^ tlio Two Yoaris — Further deduction of the Cwirenc^r hy the 
?Ni*ei‘otai*y Piolnhitcil — Report of the CoiuniUtoo of (Jonfercnce— Hill for Re- 
fniidinK tlio Natioiiul Debt— Amounted to $2,G80,HS2,572.()8 on Do- 
cember 1, 18G7 — Resumption of Specie raynieiilfi Recommended — 
Refnndiiif^ Bill in the Senuto — Change in My Views — Debule 
Particiiiatcd in by Nearly Every Senator — Why the Bill 
Failed to HeiJorno a Law — Breach BclAve(m Congress 
and the President. Paralyzes I.egislation — Nomina- 
tion and Election of Onint. for President — His 
Correspondence with Ooneral Sherman. 

D uring the 40th Congress, extending from the 4th of 
March, 18(57, to the 4tli of March, 1805), the chief sub- 
jects of debate wore the conti-action of the currency, 
the refunding of the public debt, the payment of 
United States notes in coin, and a revision of the laws impos- 
ing internal taxation and duties on imported goods. 

Early in the first session of this Congress, the opposition of 
fclie people to the policy of contraction, constantly pressed by 
Secretary McCulloch, became so imperative that both Houses 
determined to talre from him all power to diminish tlm volume 
of currency then in circulation. On the f)tli of December, 18(57, 
Robert C. Schonck, chairman of the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill in the following words : 

“ J?e a enacted, etc., Tliat so much of aii not entitled “An not to ainoiul 
4111 net to provide ways and means to support tlio govern in onl,” approved 
April 12, 1800, as autliorizes tbo Secretary of tlio 'J'leasmy to rcliro United 
States notes to an amount not exceeding §4,000,000 in any one moutli, is 
hereby repealed, 

“See. 2. And be it further enacted. That from and after tlio passage 
of this act the further reduction of the currency by rotiritig or canceling 
Lriiitod Slates notes shall bo, and liorcby is, prohibited.” 

This bill was taken up for consideration on the 7th of 
December, and, after a brief debate, with little opposition, 
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l^iisscd the House by the vote of 127 yeas and 32 nays. It was 
scut to the Senate, refei red to the committee on finance, and 
■was carefully considered. That comniittco, with but two dis- 
senting voices, directed mo to report the bill to the Senate with 
a single amendment. On the Dth of January, 1868, 1 called up 
the bill for consideration, and made a brief explanation, in 
whi(;h I said the committee, after full reflection, had thought 
proper to rccommond the passage of the bill of the House of 
Itopresontativcs, in substance as it was sent to us, only chang- 
ing the phraseology. I said that the bill contemplated further 
legislation during that session. It was understood by all that 
Homo more comprehensive measures must be adopted dur- 
ing that session, but until further legislation there should 
bo no more contraction of the currency. I thus stated the 
reasons which, in my opinion, justified the passage of tho 
bill : 

.AV/w^, It will srtiiHfy tlio public nund tluii no fuitiior contraction will 
1)0 niiulo when iiuluytry m in u nioasuro puralyzecl. Wo hear the coiuphiint 
from nil jmrta of tho country, from nil bnuichcs of industry, from every 
Hlulc ill tho Union, that industry for some reason is paralyzed, and that trade 
iLiul onturprisc arc not so well rowiirdcd as they wore. Many, porha[>s 
erroneously, attrihuto all this to the eontraction of tho ounonoy — a contrac- 
tion that 1 boliovo is uncxarnjilcd in tho hisloi*}^ of any nation. §140,000- 
(XH) luivc boon XY ill uivawn cut of §7*31,000,000 in less than two youvs. 'I’hcrc 
is no nxumplo, that J know of, of such rapid oontinotioii. It may bo wise, it 
may im boncficiul, but still it has boon so rapid as to oxoito a stringouoy 
that is causing uom|)laiiU, and I think Iho people have a right to bo roHovod 
from that. 

'rhis bill will restoro to tho logislaturo their power over Iho 
ourroney, a jjower too imiiorlunt to bo dologalod to any siiiglo oilicer of the 
govoriniiont. T do not wish to ronow tho discussion tliat oecurred liero two 
years ago on tho passage of tlio law of April 12, 180(1 ; but it is still my 
opinion, as it has boon always, that tho (juoslion of the amount of currency 
ought to bo fixed by Congross. Wo have tho power to coin money, and to 
reguhito llio value thereof. Wo have coined monoy in tho form of ]japer 
iiionoy, and certainly tho power of Congress In this respoot ought not to bo 
dologalod to any single oiricor. If coiitruction ought to be established as 
iho ])olioy it should bo by Congross, not by tbe Secretary of the Treasury, 
und it is not wise to confor upon any ofTieer of Iho govoriimont a power of 
this kind, whioli oan bo and may bo properly controlled and limited by 
Congi'osa. 
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Thlnh This will strongly iniprcss upon Congress the impomtivo cluty 
of Hoting wisely upon nminoijil niosisiires, for tlio rosponsibiUty will then 
rest ontiroly upon Congress, and will itot bo shared with them by tho Socro- 
tiii-y of tho Treasury. 

“ Pourth, It will oiKiourago business moii to eontimio old, and eiubark 
in now', ontorprlses, when they aro assured that no olmnge will bo made in 
tlio inoasuro of value without tho open and dolibenito consent of their 
re presen tali VOS. 

“ 'I'lieso oonside ratio ns aro amply suflieient to justify this nioasuro, but 
it is only ]ireliiniuary to others of far greater iinpurtaiiuo tliat must command 
our attr3iition. 'J'heso involve — 

“ I. Tho existence of tho banking system of the United States. 

'['ho time and manner of resuming spetho payments. 

“ih I’ho mode of rt^dooniing tlie debt of tlie United States and tbo 
kind of money in whicli it may bo redeemed; and, in this eonnoction, tbo 
taxes, if any, that may l)o lovied upon tho pu])ric croditors. 

Snell a reduction of <)ur expenditures and luxes as will joliuvo our 
constituonts, as far as practicablo, from tlio burdens resulting from tlio re- 
ooiiL War.’* 

This led to a long debate, which continued until tho IStli of 
January, when the bill, as amended, passed by a vote of 33 yeas 
and 4 nays. 

These decisive votes against contraction definitely settled 
tlie policy of the govorninent to retain hi circulation the their 
oxistiug volume of United States notes. The disagreouiout be- 
tween the two Houses was referred to a committee of confer- 
ence, and the conferees reported the bill in tho following form : 

lie. it endctdl hj the Senate and irousc of Representatives qf the 
United Slates of America in Congress asscmlded, 

“'I'lmt, from imd uftor Iho pnssiigi) of tliis not, tho authority of tlio Seo- 
rotnry of tlio TrcftKiiry to iniiko nay reduotion of tlio ourroaoj', by rotiring 
or vniicoling Uiiitod SUto.w aofos, shall ho, nnd is iiorohy, .sus|>uridcd 5 but 
nothing horoin contninod shall provont thn cnnoollutioii nnd dostruotioTi of 
nuitilatcd Unitod States notes, and tho roplueiiig of tho snmo with notes of 
tlio sinno chnraotor and amount.” 

This bill was sent to tlio President, and, not having been 
returned by him within ton days, it became a law witliout his 
approval, under the constitution of tho United States. 

On tho 17th of December, 18G7, I reported from the coni- 
mittoo on finance a bill for rofundiug the national debt and 
for a conversion of tho notes of tho Unitod States. This bill 
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was accompanied by an elaborate report. This report was 
carefully prepared by me, and mot, I believe, the general ap- 
proval of the committee on finance. In that Congress there 
wore but five Democratic Sonator.s, and it so happened that all 
the members of the committee on finance were Republicans, 
but these represented widely different opinions on financial 
subjects. I undertook, in this report, to deal in a general way 
witli these topics. Upon a careful reading of it now I find but 
little that I do not approve. The general policy sot out in this 
report was subsequently embodied into laws, but tho measures 
relating to refunding the debt and the resumption of specie 
payments were not adopted until several years after the date 
of tho report. 

Tho ascertained debt on the first day of December, 1867, as 
stated by the Secretary of the Treasury, wjis $2, 635), 382, 572.(58, 
divided as follows : 

DCIIT ItHAUINO INTICKICST. 

D por cent. IjojkIh, 10-40’s Jtiicl old /Ivos .'J80»,{j32,8r>0 00 

G i)or uoiit. bonds of 18G7 mid 18(58. . . 14,000,941 80 

0 per oont. bonds, 1831 282,731,500 00 

6 por cent. 5-20 bonds 1,324,412,550 00 

Navy pension fund 13,000,000 00 

$1,840,307,891 80 

DKUT BEAIUNG OUItUKNCY INTJCUKST. 

0 por cent, bonils 18,(101,000 00 

3- yonr compound interest notes 02,249,300 00 

3-yoar 7-3(3 notes 285,587,100 00 

3 por coni, oertifientos 12,855,000 00 

$370,292,400 00 

MATUUED PKin’ NOT Pit KSUNTKD VOll 1>AV,MKNT. 

3-yeiir 7-30 notes, duo August 15, 1807 $2,855,400 00 


Compound intorost notes, maturedJuno 
10, July 15, August 15, and Octo- 
ber 15, 1807 7,005,750 00 

Bonds, 'I'oxas indemnity 200,000 (X) 

Treasury notes, acts July 17, 1861 ami 

prior thereto 103,01 1 04 

Bonds, April 15, 1842 54,001 04 

Treasury notes, March 3, 1803 808,240 00 

Temporary loan 2,880,900 55 

Corlidoates of indebtedness 31,000 00 


$14,178,303 83 


V/ J-' 
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J)KRT IlKAItlXG NO IXTKKKST. 

Uiiitoc! States notes S35(i»21 2,473 00 

Fmotiorial curronoy 30,029,984 05 

Gold oortiHcates of deposit 18,401,400 00 

$405,543,857 05 


Total debt $2,039,382,572 08 

Anioinit ill tronsury, coin $100,090,045 09 

Amount in treasury, on r re noy 37,480,175 24 

138,170,820 93 

Amount of debt less casli in treasury $2,501,205,751 75 

Besides t,lie ainounts t.liiis stated there wore largo balances 
duo to loyal states, upon accounts not then rcndei'ed or ascor- 
tainod, and to individuals Tor losses sustained during the war. 

The ascertained debt consisted of tAventy different forms of 
liability, some payable in coiii and some in lawful money. 
JIuch of this debt was duo on demand, but the groat body of 
it was payable in from one to twenty j'cars, while the unascer- 
tained debt was being stated fj’om time to time and had to bo 
met from accruing revenues. Nearly §800,000,000 of debt had 
been paid out of enrront revenue since tho clo.so of the war. 
The first recommendation of tlie comniitteo was that the debt 
should be refunded as rapidly as practicable into bonds bearing 
as low a rate of interest as possible, payable in twenty or thirty 
years, but redeemable at the pleasure of tho United States in 
five or ton years. This recommendation was based on the fixed 
policy of the government to limit the duration of a bond with- 
in a lifetime, and thus leave it to the option of tho government 
to pay it.s indebtedness and to reduce the rate of interest after 
a brief period, if the condition of the public revonues and of 
tho money market should cnablo it to do so. 

Hero the cpiestion ai'oso wbctlier tho bonds known ius the 
D-20 bonds could bo paid in lawful money after the period of 
five years, when, by their terms, they were redeemable. Thc.so 
bonds promised to pay so many dollars. Other bonds were spe- 
cilically payable in coin, and still other bonds wore payable in 
lawful money; that is, in United States notes. Those notes 
were then at a discount, being worth in tho market about 88 

cents in coin. But the notes were obligations of tho United 
s.-s: 
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States, and it was tlic dnty, and tlicn within the power of tho 
United States, to advance these notes to par in coin. 

The majority of tire committee, I among them, believed 
that the United States should not take advantage of its own 
wrong, in not redeeming its notes in coin, but should oit.hcr 
advance these notes to par in coin, or pay its bonds in coin. 
The coininittec, tlierefore, recommended that both the nol:os 
and bund.s should be received in exchange for tho funding 
bonds, and that the notes should be reissued and maintained 
at par with coin, and be snpi)ort.cd by a reserve of coin antplo 
to maintain the notes at par with coin. In other words, tho 
United States would resume specie payments. Tho committee 
oxprc.sscd tho opinion that, with the system of taxation then 
in existon(;e, this policy of refunding and resumption could be 
inaiutaiuod, and that the rate of interest then paid could be 
reduced to four or five per cent, and tbo money tlion in circu- 
lation would 1)6 kept at par witli coin at tho cost only of tho 
interest on the hulHoji and coin held to meet any notes pre- 
sented for redemption. Tho committee also rocomiuondcd 
l.liat the internal and tariff taxes bo revised to correct irregu- 
larities or defects, and to repeal such as wei’e opproasive. 

While the committee opposed any contraction of tho cur- 
rency it also opposed any increase of it. Tho general theory 
of the report was to advance both bonds and notes to par iji 
(join, and to issue bonds in such form and terms that tho gov- 
ermnejit could redeem them, or renew them at lower rales of 
interest. 

Tho report states : 

“ Yoiip coniiiuttoo nro thoioforo of o|>ini()n tlial no logal iendor notus, 
beyond tho amount now liinitocl by law, should bo issue<l uncloi* any 
jirossuro of hnancial or political nccossity until they are convcrtiblo into 
gold and silver. Our duty is to olcvnU) tho ‘ greenback,’ tho standard oF 
national credit, to tlio standard of gold, the iiionoy of the world. Until 
then wo aro not on a substantial foundation. Lot us uuilco thu dollar of our 
promise in tho pocket of a laboring man equal to tho dollar of our mint. 
'I'lio rapidity of tlio process is a question of publio ])o!io)^ It may bo by 
gradually diminishing the voluiim of currency, or bo left ut its presont 
umoiiiit until inortMised business or 1 in proved c; red it bring it up lu the 
specie standard.” 
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'riu^ n?riiU(lin{^ liill wits litlcon up hy fhn S(uuLt(^ un Iho tJ7lh 
nf K(tlinm ry» mu I was rully tlisu.ussiMl hy mo, Al'ltu’ s( al> 

ilsj^nuiofal uhjtM'.ls I saitl: 

*' It in willi this vii'W^ aiid mMnuUal hy MiIh |>rims|jh», (Imt tin* i’onnnitltn' 
nn liiiiuii'o huN i' rinlruvunMl to ni»k«' thiH h)\l ii l>iU ot nOioFt if 

jHisHilih*, with llii> imlitii’ hiilh, CIm' iiiliocHl of (ho piihjiit dolit, 

unit ai‘‘ii‘iisinl viiliut to niiili'd SIiiIi'h imiivs, \W\ Imvo oiah'uvorcMl 

ill (iiirt liill to aiM iiTn|iliM|i fhroo rosiilln: KirKi, to ioiIihm* Iho rato tif iriliMosl. 
with iho volmitai'V ronHioit of ihi' hohlm^iof our MocMindt'M ; aoroud, (i) nialctt 
a ilistiiiol |ivovisioii for llio |aiyi}hUil iif Iho [ailillo ihd»l ; and third, to ^ivo 
iiioi’iMon'il viihh' lo loitti'il Slalos iiolos, and lo pi'iivldo for a ^o^ahial 
Mnn|il ion of M|ii’oio |ia\ A)1 tlii*Hi« iiio t>liji«rta achniltod fi» lio of (ho 
hl>'hn^l i]ii|itii ( iilit'o. 'I'liM olilv* ijMoNtioii j^i, wliiSliiM' tlio ilioasuio 
loiid't (ti 111 ]ii|ilr'h Om'Iii/' 

I llx'it i|il(t((<i| (li(> (>\uiii|il(< nf l|i(< UiiilcMl Sillies iiinl Ui‘i'!il> 
llviluiu in veilnrin}' Uie rale nf inleresl nn pnlilie seeurilii's. 1 
lilt iiiil. uiipriive nil I said hi lliiil. speeeli. li. lins liei'ii IVi'- 
([uenlly (|uiiieil iis lieiii^; iii(‘n)isislniil. wIMi iiiy (ipinions mid ae- 
I inn III a liiler period, II, is tnnre iitipnrhud, In he i'if.(lil Mum 
In he eniisisleiil . I IliiMi proposed In use llin dniihl, e.\pre.H.s('(l 
hy inuny jienple ns In Min vi(j'hl. of Ihn p;nvennnenl. In redeejn 
llinh 'J(l hniid.s in llie |(*p;iil lender niniiey in eireiiliil inn when 
Ihn hniids were sidd.iisiiii indneeineid l.n Mie linldins of hniids 
In eniiverl. (Iieni iiiln .seeiiril ies heiiriiip; a less rain oT iiilnrn.sl. 
hill, speeilii’iilly payahin in eniii. Upon litis pnlii'y I (dimi^i’<l 
my n))ininn. I heninm eonvinend Ihal. ii. wns nnil.hnr rii'hl. 
nor espedieiif. In piiy Ihesn hniids in lilniiny less viihiiihle Mian 
eniii, Mild Mie in'verniiieiil niiKiil. iinl, In ialin advaidip'n id' il.s 
liej'leel. In reslitni’ speeii' piiyiiieiils iifler Ihn war wns over, h.V 
rel'iisiii).' Mie |iayinen( of the hniids wiMi nniti. I ae.led on (his 
ennvielimi when yenr.s iirierwnnls ihn resnm)»linn nel. wns 
adnpliMl, mid Min hniinlieiiil r(‘snlis from Miisac.linii fiilly jnsi i- 
lied my (dimi}.i:(' "f npinimi. 

The dehide mi this hill wns purl ini puled in l>y nenrly every 
Seiiitinr, mid wiis emieeded (n he Mie mnsl. nnmprnlinnsivn and 
iiisinielive ilehnie on liminrial tpiesiums for many ynars. 

The hill, IIS il ( hen sinnd, miMinri/ed Ihe Seereliiry of Min 
Treiisiiry In i.ssne rej^isiei’ed nr eniipnn hniids of Mie Uiiili’il 
Slides, ill sill'll rnrni atid of siieh dniiniiiinaMmis as Ini iiii^lil 


prt'srritu*, pHVuli|r\ pniH'i|i.tl «nul i. in i'Miu, ;unl 

ill llm lali' Ii\*' prr mil pi i pa^aliln nini 

ii!inuall\i Mil’ll liniirl i III III' iiitKil*!** \< Ml ■ lii»iii iunl 

(n lu' riMlrcMnulili^ in r*»iM uHi*i It fi >i‘ai • 

II mil liMri/f*il ilii’ rxriniiiri’ i*f lli»* Im.ipI i’>*iiinn nih Kunwn 
us (Im Ti 'JM liiitiil * liu* till' liniiil > Milt t*\ f hilt tiill Ii 
Illsn mil liiil i/i'il lliP linlili'l mI I Iiit4 )| >ImI« iuifi» In tlni 
muinini nf (n* un\ nmlitpl** iliai tim. liM ninn f Mumh 

ini n I III* Ii \ n piM* n*nt I'l'inl * 1*1 nw»!«-»l (ni l»^ *1 lir» lull 

passril llir Snuili* mu tlir I till «»f Jnh. hu.s \t pM im| tPp 
llnu-i* nf lii'prr »*nl;it IM- > hmh mM* !, iiilh Miiii'Jittiurnt > tliut 
u urn ili >ii}.n i 1* ill*’ ‘m’IimI** I Ii»' ImII Mini Miitt'iiilinniiV '4 

isnrn lu u I'niilfi’ip niM» ** uiin li i( 

IlHuliliinl lull nllil’ll pil I*t| l»n«ll linn I Mini UM * III In |‘li ^ 
iImiiI Jnliirmi, Iml »H n latt^ m ii( i h»- » mu iJmI it u.is 

iml ii|ipinNiM| |t\ liiiii mill Mm iMtlml in Li > nmi^ m Imu 

Tin* rniiiiniMrn nli linmii '* iil Mn ii» mnl » In iih!-' » mn nf 

lliul t’ii|l*nn‘ ili flMi'il it M i (i tn n MmaJn l htlnlmv* l*iU, 

mill Mil llu‘ lllilinf hfiriiilMi, I Irr, iIhit'i I mil nf 

Itial I’niiiniii 1 t*i\ t fir \* I'lnti^^n 

.J. I ..r. n. .» t , - j. I .a , f . j-,. M:uih 

nf ()ii< Ul till'**- n -i* jM - ’ »'!* I!'. '*1. l f.r." » t {^1,1, a 

NUlli » tiall j-* lf*'Ml 4 *!■> »Um.i ► s! s 1 .^ 

lIli’lM r' Jim «»!* ill IIm I' I I 1 S . . ^ . (i 1, ^ t ?:< 

I'liii* ill*' r* ^iuii|*r-.n *if -j • • 5. : I ’ • " i i I , ,l.S. “ 

*(*lli*' 1 rM iImI mn u a I Im n ns # «!! " Jm' m» “ !f » ■ • i * f ti - *Mifii 

fill* plililir rir«lii,* Mn* hi * m* t kR- < pn M«li»»p*4'»| intn n 

rial tiiaiit • mliiniii ’t?4ftli4«id \t iMn i •«Mn i Imaii 

rial HUM nir* pip **{ im hi, vi* Le-.t v. IIimI nsiti 

Iliruailr ! Iiaf Untllil l»n untnan t h. I l*j pmlnitih 

hn \ hv t lir i*li- i»i» 111 |i*>i ^ i p *|s»l Ui»? tisr 

U I nn I 'f rniiliiiMii . Ihimhi im! »!■ lu i i ?n i 

liiinkinp, ruintinp Mint Ipvafnai tin **pnBR*.n no 

faviir nf ir niiiphnii iMlImnl n m* » n m - mm.-J Snantnup at Inu 

nitrs Ilf iufnif f nil a I nuj h.o a IK* v. 

i M||pif*'*» unit llir I'lr pMiMi.* ;4 »j h ^*a lint nun 

Vilul i|||rsliii)i Itiul fn*rn ^rfljrij^ 9 bat Mn 9^ni!c«^i r«iii9 tiM hnii nf 
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lIl(^ <Mii'r('iu‘y slioiild iiiid ii wiis wt'll .sidl li'il, llimiffli iioL 

(iinliiidicd in liiw, Mini, iio <(ii('>dinn would lu' itmdu us lo 
payiiionl. of luuids in <’oiti. 

Wltiln ('ouf'icss wits di‘ifliiijj[ (on souikI liiiiiiifiitl poliry, 
llio I’l'tisidt'iil. uud Ins Scnulufy of I lu^ 'ricusiiry 'vont wido- 
ly div('rfi;(Mil , Hut fontu'r in I’livor of n'|nidiiilion, mid fliit 
laUur ill favor of jiuyinn: iind rmu’flinj4: till (liiiliMl Sliifcs 
Moles. 

i’ri'sidi'iil tlcdmson, in his lusi miniiul inessiif'it (o ( 'otiKri'ss, 
on Ihn hill of neeenilier, IHIIH, siili.sliinl iiilly |•(■(■onnm'ntit'd a 
idpndial ioii of Hie hoiuls of Hie rniieil Sliili's, us follows; 

lliiM of liirl'i \{ wniilil rtroni liii( jiirJ kimI 

liml flio inM’ iTiif. nnw juiirl liy Mii» im ' iliitMltl Im* iijo 

til llii^ nnhiftiiiii Ilf llio |MiniM|Mil iii mimih uniiinil \sliii*li in 

\i<sUM uinl iniHlllis UMiild li(|iiiilutn t)n« iMitih* liiilioiiMl 

Siv |ipr I'oni. ill wmilil, it( |>n*>«tMil latrh, lu* iMpial lo niiio |n*r iii 

(HU'i'HnHVt mill iM|iiivalt*hl tu tia* |iaMiipjit nf llir drift nnr and ii Indf tinira in 
u riartiiMi lt*Ha lliau hinriHmi yaiira. Tlii^i in rfniiirrliiin with llir ntlirr 
inlvanta^rM dtn'ivrti frnjn thinr invr^iinriitt woiihl alfnril tn llii« jnitilii* ri4<t|- 
itorn a fair and Mhrml ('i»in|irnNiliifii for thr in<i« of tludr rapilali and wiMi 
(Ihh IIh'V nlninhl hr Hafi>4tird. Tlir lr**HniiM iff itn* [uist adiinMih<h llir Iriidri* 
that it in nnl wi*ll to iir ovi*r atuifina in rsurlin^ finni Mir hninrMM' li^^id 
i'f iin|ilia nrr with tin* lrlti*r of tlir hnnd*" 

Wliilt^ llit^ l*rt‘si(li'dl- winlitMl lu npply Iht^ inh'rt'sf. un lht» 

I hiiltMi Sluh's IiuikIh It) iltt' rfMlutii|ii lull u| Iht^ priiit'ipnl, lht« 
St'f.ndnry ''f Hu' M'rrusury nvus ft)V I ho n'Muvivliu\) uf 

lilt' spiM'it' sliiiitlnrtl. I tpiulc» rmiii liin rupoii It) ( un^'n'ss, 
t)n IIh^ shiih' iliiy Ihtt of Hut |ht*.sjtlr)M. was 

Hidil. uh; 

'*T)ir flral and incml iiu|ftnhLni of Mir^^i* inrithnii'K utr tlirur uliit*li uliidl 
lirin|( ahunt, \t iMiiiiiI tinniM'r*<**iiry ilt*liiVt thr n^utnattfai t»f tin* ajirrir htaial' 
ard, TIm' linaiirhd ilillit'idlirH unfit*)' \>)tii’h flu* I'ifiinliy in hdjitiiti^^ iimv In* 
Irartal diirrtly ihr Ih^iii*, aial nuit iiniann* in (dh'idatinn, *ff ii n fiiM'inahlr 
liroiniarH iiH huNful iniiinn*. 'I'la* ronnliy >\ill )M>t hr irully and it*lialilv 
|iiiiH|it44inH until ihrir ii a l«» uurrii* paMnrnls, *rhr t|nr*itinn uf ti 

atfl Vi*nt, i'lihvrr I lhh» cnn nnii*y, niitlrrlii'u all othm’ llnaniMa) iiiul noiniiiil 

i|iir**t iitiiM. |l is, in farti Ji fundhiiirntal i|nt'*ai>fn ; aial nnlil it \h Hi^tlhuh 
aiifl ^*1*1 1 Ini in arriirihinrr wiMi Mu* trarhiji|*a of r\|ituii*nrf\ all atlriMpt^ at 
rlla*r IlnaniMal aial rriiintiniral ri^rttiiii*^ will rillitn fail aljHululfdji , nr hr hut 


|iiir(iiillv A MHitiil i*- lln* lifi’lilm'il nf a I'oiiiiiiri l iiil 

IDlfMMl. If (Ilia iv tin* wIm'Ii* <»f ll'* lift' 11111*4 lii* 

iliscti'ili'ri'il mil! ii ri’^uliir. *riii' aliiitimr |'"inl •'< irf>>i inulun lr>M*>liiiiiiii 
liiuhl III* Ill'll*. ( )iir lll'llll•'l•ll ^ll^l^‘lll•^ utu'il 111' ^••(ill'<l nf rni*<i'il (u i|ii< jint* 
Ilf H|ii'cii>, III' I’l'H'ii' (i> III' lm\fiil iiiiiiii'V, I'l'fi'ii' Mili'.liinlml I'lnijri'-.s i iiii )iii 
IIUuIk Willi iitlliT li'fiil IIIH. 


Under flie.se cinMiiii.siiMti'i'.s, i( wats niainiri'Ml tliul am w Imi 
linaitiriail l<<)4;i.s]ail inai cdiild In' mm him I aaidil (iiMiiMiil (irniil 
.Mlnnild liiM'.nine I'acsidrad (if I la*' ( aiili'd Sliih'^. 

'I'lai' lii‘|)ail)li('ii la anal imiail i'iiii\i>atl inaa iiaef ail llai' (mI \ nf 
I'liirii^d, dll llid Umla df Maiy, ISliS. |1. ili<«*]ini>i) at^ ii|i|iinviil 
(if llin I'l'CdiiMl l‘ii(*( idia |)dlii*y of I'lilai.'i'd.'^.s, di'iiiiitiici'il ail] rdiaii.-. 
df vepiiiliiil inn tis u iinlidiiiil riiiiai', iiaid |i|i‘dn;(<d tlm aiiiladii* 
111 j.<ndd rililla In nil riiMlilor.s ail Imnai* iiiail ailniiidl. In |iai\ nil 
]iiiiilii‘. indidiliMliii'Ms, aidl naily niM’imliiifi: In lln> idlldi', Iml 
llin Hpiril, df Dll' liiw, ll- fitVMiiMl 111 *' (ivliiiiNinii nf llm naif iniinl 
ddi)l> nver a faiir |l(•ridd fdr ai'di*iii|ilinii, naul Hid itMliarl inii nl 
Hid Villi' nf inldli'sl. wlit'ni'Vi'r i( imhiUI In* Imiid'illy iimtld. tl 
arrnij,'ni'(l, willi .si'\ drily, Hid I |•dlll•ll*'l'\ nf Amlai'n .InlniMiii, 
and di'tilni'dd (lid li'ii^(ii' ddiiili nf Aliinlmin l.iinidii. Tlid 1*11 
(irn rdHiiliiliniis wi'id ldiii|idnild in Inaid; lliey dintindidd Hid 
ri'(‘nj4;ni7dd imlicy nf Han |{d|tiildidiin ]>iirly, iiiid nunld am i.NMid 
(in wliii’li Itdiinlilii'iinH Wdi’d dii idl'd. 

Till' ri'lll iKsiid \vii.'< linl. niid nf iiii'ii.Miird.M, Inal df iiidii. 'rii»i 
nnininiilinii nf lidui'iul Hrunl fnr I'vc.sitldid, und *if Stdiiiyldv 
f^nlfllX fnr \'icn I’ll'.Midi'lil, Upnn llin liii.si.M nf iddniisl iiidl inn hy 
Inyii] nion, waa iinlaj.(nni/iMl liy Hid nniniimlinn, liy Hid Hdinn 
ni’i’alii'. (Minvi'nl inn, nf llnralin Sdyninnr fnr l’i('‘*i*idid ninl l■'lun• 
ciH I’, niiiir fnr Vicn I'ri'.siddiif , n|inia Did Ini-iiM nf nnivdiMil 
luniidKl.y, and iinini'iliiiln vi'alnnilinn in )in\\i*i', in Had .-'iuld.s 
llllfdy in I'dlndlinii, nf Hid liidii y\|in land yyiip'd yyiii' aj.;atiii.*'l Hid 
K<iVdnnn<Mi(.. 

Ill lliis cnnld.'d, Hiauil WII.'I Hid id|H'd.'M'iilitlivd riitnii .Nnlilii'i- 
nf llu' war, and Sdyninnr wiin I In* .Miidi’inl |■d|^^dM'ltllllivd nf Hid 
niiiminnils ill Hio iinrili In Hid unr. Hraiif idddivi'd |U7 dir*'- 
Ini'ul vnli'.'i, and Sdyninnr 7*J. 

A fdw' linni'M in udviincd nf Hni uicdliai^ *»f Had nulinnnl 
dnnvdnlinii, llidrn wii.'i a gidiil. nni.H.'i niddliiip: nf .Mn|*lidi>* 
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and sailors of the wav, a delegation from whom, headed 
by General Liiciua Fairchild, of Wisconsin, entered the con- 
vention after its organization and presented this resolu- 
tion; 

'J'liJit as the soldims and sailors, slead fast now as ovor to tlio 
Union and tliu fln^, ^ully rtn:f>gnizo the claims of IJI^’ssos S. Grant to 

tlio (lonfidotuto ot tlio Ainei'icaii j)00])lo, and bolievii)o* l)mt tho viotorios 
won uiuler liis /^uidanco in war will bo illustraJod hy him in peace by suoli 
moasuies as will securo ibo fruits of our exertions and restoro the Union 
upon a loyal basis, wo doclaro our deliberate conviction tliat lio is tho ohoioo 
of tho soldiers and sailors of flio Union for tho oftico of Prosident of tho 
United States/* 

This resolution was received with groat applause. Henry 
S. Lane, of Indiana, leaped upon a chair, and moved to iiomi- 
nato Grant by acclamation. This was done without rules and 
amid great oxcitemout. 

I need not say tliat T gave to General Gi-ant my cordial and 
active support. From tho beginning of tho canvass to tho end, 
there was no doubt about tho result. I spoke in his behalf in 
several states and had frequent letters from him. Assuming 
tliat his election was already foreordained, I invited him t.o 
stop w'ith me at Mansfield, on his way to Wasliington, and 
received from him tho following autograph letter, wdiich, 
thougli dated at tlie Headquarters, Army of the United States, 
was written at Galena, Illinois: 

l lKAiHjuAin-KJts Ahmv oj.’ -j'iik IInjtkh Statks, ) 
WAsiuN'd’xo.N', I). G., Oclfxber 20, 1808. \ 

Dkau Sknatou : — Your itiviliUion to Mrs. Grimt nnd inyKolf to Ixioalc 
our journoy ctist ftiid aponci n diiy or two wil)i you wns duly roooived, and 
sliould liavo boon sooner iicknowlodged. ] llmiik you for tlio invitation 
and would gladly nccopt it, but niy party will lio largo and liaving a special 
t’av it will inconvonienco ao niimy ])0oplo to stop ovor. Mrs. Grant too and 
her fnllior aro anxious, wlion tlioy start, to got llirnngli to Wnsliington 
boforo tlu'3' uti|iiick. Yours trul}', U. S. Guant. 

llo.N. J. Siinu.UAN, U. S. S. 

On the same day he wrote a letter to Gtoneral Sliorman, 
which was referred to me by the latter. 1 regard this letter, 
w'hich exhibits clearly tho cordial rolal.ions existing, at tho 


timo, Ik'I wcimi Hu'ho Iwh lui'U.iis of stilUrirul iu(<'i«'s( (u jiislify 
ils \mliUniluui; 

IlnAin^r.MMriiH Akmv or i in T m ii n Si a n | 

W^AHii I .N«ii «»N» I*. ( L'li, I siis. \ 

Di-au (Iknkuai.: \ o\n W\U^v i*ni' \o\\v IuhiIum* vku'^^IuIv 

rnunivi'ti. Ah 1 iliil rin( wiiiit (u \ oiu* ili‘h*riiiiriaii«‘ii in In Uni 

uf l!ii» IipCvmmmi iih, untt mn In In* n litUit 

lir/Vi I luivo Mi»\v in unHWoriu^^. I ImA wUwK \\\\ U^iu^r u^ 

you Hiiiil ImiI dill nniiiniiliin' ihiil you ^jinKi' nf ritn jiiDlialiln rmiiNn rta* 

K\viii;j[H wi>iil<l hiKi', nr Hiininlliihi': almnl llnnii wlin li Vi»M umilil jint jiinli 
al)lv \viiiil |iiililiN|iail witli tin* 1 i*IIi*vh. Tin* fiU’l j^^ninnnl, 1 tn'M*r Wanli'il 
tliii li'Ui'iTi piililihlMHl Imlf HU iiinnii mi my nun inrinmt \i»iii^*. TliiMn iim 
11 j^M’tait. iniui\' pi'nplo will! iln lint iiiitlrrHlniiil ii'^ I du ymir rtit‘nd>‘*)ii|» fur luv, 

I dn iml InOinvn it will iiiiili** iiiiy dilTiMi'iin* tu ymi in tin* I'lid, liiil I dn fniir 
tliu(> iu ('UNO I lUTi llii*i'<» will In* iium In iidwinali* da* ' idinhllmi uf dm 

^niiiirid ' hill wlm will t'liiUji(i»i in Hn|i[inr( nf dmir mniinii. Iin»h nf idinirn 
dial ynu Kii|i|inrli«d (Im Ihiinji niuhn in dm | utndd dn all 1 midd 

In jiravaul uuy hucIi Int'ialalinti, and lndimn dial uitlmnl ni\ dniiif: i*hUliinjL< 
dm rnnlidi'iii’i* in VnU in Inn /^(iiiiiiiint widtdm |Mi*a( imijniit^ nf ('nn^'ii*^>N 

fnr any aimh In^imhdinn In mu if aiiylhiii^f iinnn ►dmidd In* nr* 

(n pV<»Va dm fldnilv^d aurh an a^‘*UUlJitiiin dm **nn«**tjmli*U*i*rn tnn\v*<nli im 
Immlufiirn muld limn la* pmiliniHh 

I iit(n*i' willi ynn (liiU Slmiidaii hlinidd In* Irl idnim In dn* In 

lUun \Vuv tu ilH t*nd. K \\o (v*’ul\ in nuidr witU dt** Imliaun until dir\ tan 
linid nut nn liin|i^i*r wn ran dirtidi* li*rnmt mid nil) limn Ki«i*p dmiii. 

Thin in dm rntiran lliat liim hiM«ii |iurHimd in di«* imi rfiu«*n{. I 'mtik lia't 

]>nwuonU*d war in Iuh nwn wav* and n*'W a whitu niun vvui ltrt\*d all 

iliai laiuntry willi im niimli Kiauiritv an if dii*ii* whh nnl an Intlian in it. 

I Imva ('iiimlinlcd intt In i*niiin l*i \Va*lnn|,dnri uiitd afirr ilm t<ti***hnn. 

I hIiuU i^'n Ynry ^oou aftm* that nsi'id, hnwi*\»n'. My fmtid\ nr** id I widl and 
jniii iim ill rnapurlh In Mix. Slmiiimn iind dm 4*tdldn*m 

Vniiix Indy, I\ S. Ihiam*. 

1*T. Ukn. NV. 'r, Sni.iiMAN, Ih S, Army. 

In llin HpriiiK oT (•‘^71 llinii' was a ^nntl ilritl of rni’lini' 
iigai)i»l (b'ani, lunl noun' opiio.Hition indif’iiinii In Ids I'nimni' 
ualinn f<a' (l\a pn'snUMM’y. Snvi*nil inllurnl till |»5i|iiMn liiitl 
m<‘.()nini(Mi(li>(| I lm ninniniil ion of lioiH’t til Slu'i nnin, who I lion, 
as alwayn aflorwai-il.H, Iniil roNoInloly iiniionnooil hin [iiij- 
]i().Mn mil. (o allow his niiino lo lio nso.l in ooniioi’lioii willi I In* 
oilliMiof I’l'osidonl, 'riiisHiingoslion ti|-oH(>oiil of llio fooling' Dial, 
injnsl ii'u Inul hi'i'ii dona to (U'lionil Shonimn hy I ho SoiM olnry of 
AVai*, Ml'. Holkiiap, who inacl inilly imiorod hint, inid iswtuod 
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ordoi’s in the name of tlie President, greatly interfering with 
the personnel of the army. This led to the transfer of General 
Sherman from Washington to St. Louis. General Sherman 
made no complaint of Grant, who had the power to con- 
trol the action of the Secretary of War, but tlio general 
impression prevailed that the friendly relations that had al- 
\vay.s subsisted between the President and . General Sherman 
had been disturbed, but this was not true. I have no doubt 
that Grant, in the following letter, stated truthfully his per- 
fect willingness that General Sherman should, if he wi.shed, 
be made his successor as President : 

1,0X0 llii.vNou, N. J., .Iiiiio l‘(, 1871. 

Di'Ait Sicxatok; — Boin^ absoiit at. Wrst Point until Inst o von i nor, for the 
last week, your lottor of the nili irist., inulosing one to you from GoiumuI Slior* 
man, in only jusl rocoived. IJiidor no circumstaneos woul(\ I jiublish it; aiu\ 
now that tho *N(xw York Ilorald’ 1ms jniblislicd like statnincMitb from him 
it is [jartuMilarly uunecossary. T tliink liis cloturniinalion novor to give u]) 
his present position a wlso ono, for his own comfort, and the public, knowing 
it, will relievo him from tho suspicion of acting and speaking with roforonco 
to tho ofTcct his acts and sayings may liavo upon his olainis for political pro- 
ffjrinont. ]f ho should over change his mind, however, no ono has a bettor 
right than Iio lias to aspiro to anythitig within the gift of tho Anioricaii 
j^eoplo. Very truly yours, 

Hon. j, Siiehman, U. S. S* 


U. S. Grant. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Beginning op Grant’s Administration. 

IUb AvvWh^ lit Wf\Hhi»glo« m 18G4: to 'I'oUo CotHionud of tho. Armioa oC tUo IJiutod 
States — IjiuiiRuml Addi'ess as Prcsidont— ^‘An Act to Strengthen tlio rnblie 
Credit*' Becomes a Law on March 30, 38GO — Formation of the Prrsi- 
dent‘B Cabinet— Fit teouth Amendment to the Constitution — Bill to 
Fund the Public Debt nml to Aid in tho Resumption of Specie 
Payment— Bill Finally Agreed to by the Ilouao and Sen- 
ate— A Redemption Stipidatioii Omitted — Reduc- 
tion of the Public Debt — Problem of Advancing 
United States Notes to Par with Coin. 

P RES113ERT Grant cutered into his high ofiicc without 
!iiiy e.xpevicnce iu civil life. In liis training lie was a 
.soldier. His oducalion at West Point, liis services us 
a subordinate ollicer in the iiic.xican War, and as the 
principal ollicer in tho Civil War of tho Rohellion, had donioii- 
strated lii.s capacity as a .soldier, but he was yet to bo tested in 
civil life, where his duties required him to deal with problems 
widely differing from those Iio had succos.sfully performed in 
military life. I do not recall when I first met him, but am 
confident it was beforo his coming to Washington, in March, 
1864, f.o take command of the armies of the United States. 
His arrival in Washington thou was not generally known until 
he entered the dining hall at Willard’s hotel. He canio in 
alone, and was modestly looking for a vacant seat when I rec- 
ognized him and went to him and invited him to a .seat at my 
tahlo. He quietly accepted, and then tho word soon passed 
among tlie many guests at the tables, tliat General Grant was 
there, and sometlhng like an ovation was given him. His face 
was unknown, but his name and praise had been sounded for 
two years throughout the civilized world. His coming to take 
full command of the Union forces was an augury of success to 
every loyal citizen of the United Suites, His pensonal mem- 
oirs, written in the face of death, tell the story of his life in 
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a modnst way, wil lioul. pnilonsiou or j'tiilt'. ! am iiol. Hiirn dial, 
ho addod l,o lii.s famo )>y liis ('1^111. yoaas nl' .sarvicn us I'rcsidimi. 
ol: Um Unil.od dlali's, lull, wliai. Im did in siilidniiijf l iin llohid- 
lion will always lcuo|i his naiim aiiioii}' llioso of llm ;j[i‘oa(('s(, 
l)Oii(irac.l.(ii-.s (if ins r.miiilry. lln was ohs-linl Itunvnsn nl his 
jiiililary .sorvicos, n.nd would ha.vo Im'oii ('iocli'd in |M(5H hy any 
pai’l.y dial. [nil. him in noniinalion, widionl. rcsiicf.l. lo [ilad’orm 
or ci'ciul. 

do o[)im(>d his inanminil luidrcss willi llmso words: 

N'liur HiilTni^t'N liuvln^ iiin h> iIm^ uHlri* nf nf ihn 

UuIIimI \ Imv^s iu t oufiMiuUs svilli i\\\' tMiuMiitutiuu tif um* 

tiilotii (hn imlfi nf nltiri* jirrsnUtdil iIumimii. I hiivr InKm lliisonlli willudil 
ninnhil rt'Hi^rvntinn \\u<\ with tin' »inti'Vininnti\M» itj tin tn thn of \\\y uMi* 
ily all lliat It r('f[iiin*M nf im*. of ()h' |nr.iiiiMJ I foi«l hni 

imdt'pl liiniii witiiiiiil fi‘iu, 'Dio has roino to inn niro»n';lil. I mm* 

jinnu'n IIh iliitlnM uii( laiiuntOrtl. 1 In if a tajiiHnioiil ions linsin' niiil tU* 

lininimition In 1)11 ll In llin Imsl of iiiy iil»illly to lim NiliNranlioii of tint 

|aM)|)|tt. 

*‘()n all Inailili^ ipii'hlinUM lln* jiiililin iiitiiil 1 ulll alwn\a nv* 

jinma my viitWH (n (*nii^nvnH, anil fimin ai'i unlin^r lo my jnihpimiil ; 

iiml wlicni I (liinlc it inlvisiililo will llm ronstiiniiomil |»iivil« 7 >;n of 

iiiltn'pnHMi^ a voln In ilnfiait MmaKiirnH whioli I n[i|iost'. Ifni all Iiiwm will )m 
fiiilhrully oXiKMilnil wlinitmr limy iimnl. my apprtival «»r nol. 

I aliall nn all siihjimlM Imvn a |inliry In nMsimiinmil, hul nnim lo imfoini* 
iinaiiiHt Ihn will nf lint |HM)|ilit* Luwh ant |o ^n\'in'n all aliKi*, llmstt npiaisisl 
as Wttll aa whn fnvnr llmiii* ( Inmw lin imtllitKl to sisMin' tlm rit|iiail 

of lanl tn* tilinttvimm Iiiwh I'lTiM'livn an Ihoir hti'iii|pnil I'MsMilinn/* 

Ami rlosml with Ihrsn words: 

** 111 (samliiHton I iihIc |iuliinil foilnsiram'o nin' towaiil anntlim' lhrMii^i;li* 
nut llii' lamli anil a ilnlnniiifmil i»iror|. on llm luni. of i.viny riii/i'li lo ilo his 
almrn Inward tstmimlin^ a lia[t|iy Ihiinii ; iijid I imK ihi* |iiawMH of tlm nalittn 
In Almighty (tnd in Imlialt of ihia rnriHnmiiialinn.** 

I hi'linvo hn siriclly iturrormcd whal. Im dmiif,dd was his 
diil.y, luidir Im m rcci, il. was rrom a wiiiil. of ('xpr'i ii'iu'i' in du' 
nmi^iliralnd i)rol>imns of unr form of f»ovi'rnmi'nl. 'I'ho I'xomt- 
l.ivo duptuimmil. of a ropnldir like oiiis should Im sitliorditmlo 
(o dm l(•['islal i vn dn|iarlnii'nl, Tlm I’rrsidmd shiaild olmy and 
miforca Mm laws, Icavinj' lo Iho itisipla dit' duly of nari'cliiiif 
any mrors commil (oil hy Ihoii- ropiosonlalivos in (SaiKioss, 


Tlio lir.sl. iM'l' <>r (111’ {'nii^'iTss, cnlillrd “An m’l lo 
xlr('n{j:l I kmi llu' piildic- <‘nMli(.'* wiis ini riHliici'il in tin* llunsc nf 
){('|ir('S(>ntiil ivi's by lli'iirnil JSrlii'iirk. nil Ihn I'Jll) nf March, 
;unl was imssctl |1\(\ smnc ilav. I( cuiuc U» I he Seualc «m 
l.li(< Inlli of iMiirch, iiial, nil iny ninl inn. was nuIinI it iili'tl hir a 
.similar hill, rcpnrlcij rmin I he (’nniinillee nn (iniince. and, urier 
a hrief di'hale, was |iii.ss('(l hy llm deeiKive vnie nf -I 'j yeas ii.nd 
III miy.s, as fnllnws: 

♦‘'riml ill njtirr h» n*innVt* itiiy »I»miIiI (h (In* piir|uiMM of thn |^fc»vrrn* 
(o disi'liiui'i* III! jtiHl olt|i^rii(ioiiH tt) tlii^ [iii)»lir rr«Hlifoi7«, mid to 

fohllivdnjjf und iutt^rjindivliohn of (lio Iuwh Uy virl\u' of v^luvh 

Hiiid olili^utioiis Imvo Im'imi roiitnirfrtl, It im liornhy provlilni) mid dtsOiU'c'd 
tiiaf tlio fnilli of tilt' Uiillt'il SliitnM in holciiirily jilt'dfO'd to dm |ihvrni'Mt in 
onln, or \{h tMpi\YnliMU» id ull tddlgadonH id llio I ooh*d Slali'H hot Imarlu^ 
known 11.4 Hinti'il Sliih'M iiotrH, mid of nil iiiton'Ml Imnniifr oliMpi 
liniiM id Ihii ItnItiMl Sliilrn, |tvt<i*|it in niisi'4 whon* llii' law miilioi*j/in^ dm 
ir^sim id miy 4Urli oidiipuioim Iium i'\|»ji‘SH)y |iiov}i1im| tliiit dm Miirim niav In* 
puiil ill liiwfnl iiioiH*y or tdlirr nn n‘no\ itirin p;o|d and i«ilvor. Mill iioiit« td 
aiiid iiiti«ros( Ihmii iiji( oldl*;'al ions not almidv 'luo i>|jaM iia|fo*iiii'd or inoil 
la'fnro niahnilVi miiIovh al Hiirli tilin' I'nllrd Statr** notr-i •.liii)] In* (sin^ to f ililr 
into I’oln at (In' opt Ion of ilip holdi*i\ i»r un]i'‘<i at '•nrli tmo' liont|>i id dm 
Wnili'd Stall's Imarinif a jouio* lali* id inti'i4"<l lluui dn' liond'> t<i lir« 
di'i'ini'i] fan In' sold iit prir in rt»in. And dn* I’niti d Shilt^N td»<«» Mihonnh 
pU'do’iiH ilH fuidi to mnkf piovlNion, nt dm railifst jitut tn altlt' poriott, fur dm 
rt'di'inpdon of dm IJiiitial Slalfs iifitfs in roin/* 

11 was ajijirnved hy I he l'r(>.sldenl and hecaim* a law nn I he 
llKih nf March. 'I'Ivuh (lu' cnidvnvi'rsy as (ti (he iiayinmd nf 
bonds in cnin wax delliiilely decided. 

Hal. lif lln elst' of iai|inrlanc(i was ilnne hy Cniif-trivis dnriiij,' 
l.liis se.ssion. The iisiail ap|'>"|'i'iidi"ii hill ftir Ihe 

liuVaui deiinrhiienl. laiviiiK failed in Ihi* iireviniis fmif'ress. a 
hill fnv Hud. )>in'itnse was ini reduced in Ihe linusenf lli'prcsnni • 
iifivcs and hccanm a law nn llit> KHli nf April. 'I’lie hill In 
provide lor doliciencies was passed nn Ihe sutiie day. A change 
was inado in I he lax nn dislilhal spirils and (nhacen, and pm* 
vision was iiiado for suhinii.l ini' the cmislihdinn.s nf \'ii>finia. 
MisHVHsipyn and 'I’nxas In a vole nf llm penjile. A nmnliernf 
inoa.su rc.s of local imporlanco were passed, uml, nji Ihe llllh nf 
April, tlio Congros.s adjourned willioni day. 
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'I'he Senate convened in ])nr.suance of a proclamation of the 
President immediate^' on the adjournment of Congress, and aft- 
er a few days, confined mainly to oxcentive business, adjourued. 

The early movement of Grant as President were very 
discouraging. His attempt to form a cabinet without con- 
sultation witli anyone, and with very little knowledge, ex- 
(!ept social intercourse with the persons appointed, created a 
doubt tliat he would not be as successful as a l^residcnt as lie 
had been as a gcnoral, a doubt that increased and became a 
conviction in tlic minds of many of his best friends. The ap- 
pointments of Stewart and Boric wore esi)ecially objectionable. 
George S. Boutwoll was well fitted for the oflice of Secretary 
t)f the Treasury, to wind) ho was appointed after Stewart was 
excluded by the law. Washhurno was a man of ability and ex- 
perience, but he was appointed Secretary of State only for a 
brief timo, and was succeeded by Hamilton Pi.sh. Mr. Pish was 
eminently qualilicd for that oflice, and during both of tho terms 
of Grant discharged the duties of it with great ability and 
success, Jacob D. Cox, of Ohio, was an educated gontlomaii, a 
soldier of great merit, and an industrious and competent Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 

J'he impression prevailed that tho President regarded those 
heads of departments, invested by law with specific and inde- 
pendent duties, as more suhoixlinates, whose functions ho might 
assume. This is not tho true theory of our government. The 
President is intrusted by the constitution and laws with im- 
portant powor-s, and .so l)y law aro the heads of departments. 
Tho President has no moro right to control or exorcise the 
powers conferred by law upon thorn than they have to control 
him in the discharge of his duties. It is especially the custom 
of Congress to intrust to tho Secretary of tho 'Jh'easury specific 
powers over the curroncj%the public debt and the collection of 
tho I'ovonuo. If lio violates or neglects his duty he is subject to 
removal by the President, or impeaclunout by tho Ifouso of 
Hoprosoutatives, but the President cannot exorci.so or control 
tho discretion reposed by law in the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or in any head or subordinate of any department of tho govern- 
ment. This limitation of tho power of tho President, and the 

8. --.Vi 


(li.sl I'iliiil i(jii (>r )i(i\vi«r aiiKMi^ I III* (Icparl uk'dIs, is mi I'sscnliiil 
n‘<[iiisili> dl' a r(']iiit)li«':i)i ;'i)V<‘niiu('n(, mid il. is dik* llml nii 
army (illicrr, arciislmmsl lo j,![ivi‘ or |'t•(•(*iv^' urdms, linds if. 
dillicidl. Id umli'i'slmitl iiiid In nhsiTVt' wlimi (di'rlcd I'ri'sidmd, 

rmidrcss (‘niivmicij on (lit> lilli of nncmnliiM', I.SliS). 'I'lin 
cliii’f l■('^•lllmlll•ndalions sidmiil Iril lo Cnii/jjn'ss by llin l‘l■l■sidl>nl. 
I'ldidi'd In liin gnidiiii) n’cniislnn'tiuii oT llni slativs liilidy in 
|■('l)l«Hinn, In ilic i'('snni|)i inn of spccin imynuMiis mid Dm I'cdin'- 
lion of liixai ion. Tho rnliii ions of I Iroat. Ib'it nin iiml I lio riiil od 
Siidt's ^rowinjj; mil. of Iho war nyimo 1 roaliMl as a }^ni\ o niu'sl inn, 
mul a bopo was osprossod llnil. ludli j»ovornn\mils would givo 
iiiiiiu'diatn altiudion lo a solidimi of (bo josl. idiitnis of llio 
Uiulnd Slalos growing oiiPof Ibo (Hvil Wuv. 'riio niossngo was 
la iof, modost., (‘ousorvulivo and <’lour. Uo idosisl by saying I lial. 
mi bis [lat'l. lu* prmnisisl a rigid udlu'n’iu’o (n (lio laws and lludi' 
slrirl. I'lifnri'oilioiil. 

'I'lio nio.sl. iniporliinl iiK'iisiiri' I'onsiininiali'd during Ibis 
Cmigriw was llio adoplimi nl (In' lolb ann<ndni('ii( of (lio ^•n||- 
sliliilimi of llio ( biilrd Sillies, di'rlan'tl, inn proeliiiiinl imi of 
Mio iSecreliiry of Slide, daled iMiireli lid, iSVd, In Iiiim' been 
I'lililied by llio iegislal iires of I aenly-niiie of I he I liirly'seven 
sillies, ns follows : 

Till* ri)L(ifi tif of ilit» I'nili'ii (o voto ^}llt]i ihiI Im ilrnit'il 

cii' iilirldpH) liy (liM Slutos, m Itv huv un nt’i’niiiir nf uu is l iilnr, 

t>r rouflilinn nf 

11. is a ([iieslimi of gravi' donbl. wlit'llier Ibis aniendiin'iit, 
Ibmigb rigid- in prlnei|tle, was wiso or o\pedimd. 'riie de- 
(davi'd objerl. was lo seniro itiijiarlial siilTrage In Ibo negro 
raw. Tliu priirtifal rosiill lias iu'on I lull Ibo wise provisions of 
l.lin bllb aini'iidim'id. liavo been nioililied by Ibo li’dli amoml- 
uund.. 'I'lu* biller lunoudineid bus bei'ii praelieuUy millilled 
by llin lu’.limi of luosl, of dm slides where Ibe great, body of 
l.liis raen live and wilt probably always remaiii. 'I'liis is done, 
iiol. by an express denial lo (liein of llio rigid of snITrage, bid. 
by ingenious provisions, wliii'li exeinde I limn on llto allegoil 
gniund of ignorance, wliilo perniiltiiig all of (he while rare, 
however ignorani, l.o vole al. all eiei'limis. No way is poinled 
mil; hy which Conyress can enforce lids aniemtim'iil. if (ho 
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ol' I'lut IKIi anuMiiliiK'nl’ liiul nnniiiiHHl in full r(ii'<'(s 
t;uii}j;ra.s.s (•(mill hiiV(U‘tHliii'i'(l llm (if iiiiy sliili', 

in Min |n'i>|i(ii'(ii)n wliicli fln^ nninimr nf Mm nlnl(^ iiilniltilunls oi' 
sucli sltih', (Itniinil Min rif'lii- nl’ siilTnij^c', nii/4:lil’ Ik’iu’ in Min wlmln 
nnnilinr ni main cilizmi.s hvniily-isiin ynain nf iij'n, in Mimli Hla(i>. 
'I'liis .simpln |•<nn('(|y, nimily nnrntrnil hy (•nnj'nw, would Inivn 
sni'iirnd Mi(' ri;j:lil. ol’ all iK'fsons, willioni disl inni ion of rani' of 
color, fo vol<^ al. all cN'cliona. 'I'ln' vndiiclion of n'|irnNnnla.l.i(ni 
would liavn dnlmrcd nv<'ry slain iidiii nxnIndiiiK lluM'oln oi 
any poriion oi Ma' main |topidalion aliovn l.wnid.y-<ait* ycsirs of 
ap;!'. As Mm n'sidt of Mm UjIIi amcnclnmiii, Mm pordiniil power 
oi Mu) slains lalnly in r(>linIlion lias linen iiinrnasnd, widin i Im 
popnial ion, nonrnrrinp; Mils iiinnsisn, is prmd inally ilnntnd all 
polilinal power. 1 .sen no rnnmdy ior Miis wroii|' ('snnpl. Min 
{frowiiif!: iidellif^niinn oi Mm iinjLfro race, wliiidi, in Miiii', 1 IrnsI, 
will nnaltin Miimii in demand and lo rnnnivn Mm rij.(ld. of siif" 
I’niHn. 

'I'lm mosi inipor(a.ni liniiimial iimasnrn of lliai Mon|j[rn.ss wa^s 
l lm ani. to riirnnd Mm md ioiial di'lii. 'I'lm hoinl.s known as I lie 
5 '2llV, hearing ininrnsl. at six per nnni.. linnanm rn.din'itmliln, 
and Mm piildin. (‘ri'dii had so advaimi>(| Mail- a liond liiairin^; a 
li'.ss ra,ln of ininrnsl nonid lin sold al. par. 'I‘lii» nonimiMnn on 
llnannn oi llm Si'iiain, on llm itrd day of i'cdirnary, lH7l), lU'Inr 
morn earn and didihi'nil ion Mian, s<i far as 1 know, il. has mnr 
l)l•slownd on any oIIkm' hill, liiially rnporind a hill In fiiiid Mm 
pnhliir dnlii, (oaid in Mm rnsiiniiilion of s[>nnin paynmnls, and 
Id tidvannn I im pnhiin. nrndil. 

'I'lm lirsl. seel ion aid lioi’iznd Mm issim of $|(lll,linil,l)(KI of 
liolids, rndnnmahin in coin id. llm phatsnrn of Mii' Mliih'd 
Slalns, ai any Mnm aflnr Inn years, hnariiiK ininri'sl id. live per 
nniil, 

'I'lm second seel ion aidliori/nd Mm issue of hoiids lo Mm 
amoiinl. of $|lll),l)(Hl,0(Hl, rndnnimihln al. Mm plniisnrn of Mat {'ov- 
('rnnmnl., id any lime aflnr liflnnn yeans, and hnariiijf inlernsl. 
al. four and a half ]inr nnid. 

'rim lliird snnlioii anlliori'/.nd Mm i.ssiie of §l(in,(Hll),lllil) of 
homls, rislenmahle a(. any I inm aflnr l.weidy years, and Iiniirinj.{ 
inlernsl. ai. llm rale of four jier ceid. 


'riiopromulH of all Musso ImuhIs won' lo lie apiilit'd iolhc 
rodoiupliun of fi ‘JO iuol 10 10 ImtalH, uiul olhi'i* olilipil ioiiM of 
tlio Unit i'll Sluti's Uu'ii oulsljuiilini.?. 

li, will ho |)orci'ivi'<l lliiil. Ihis hill proviiliMl for Iho Imsui' of 
sociirifioM, all of wltii’li u'l'ri' n'llfomahli' wilhiii i woiil.v yi'iirs, 
tiiid f\vo-lliii‘(ls of wldcli woro n*dooinnhli' williiii liflooii yoiii'H; 
so lluil. if Mu' hill, ns roiiorli'il Itylho fomiiddi'o on liiiinn'o, 
had Ihh'ouio Mio law, no siirli ilillioully as wo liihnn'd iiniloi- 
i'ij,dil('i'.n yi'iivs lali'r, whon wo had a lui'^o surplus nni'mio, 
would havt' oxisloil. 

'I'liohill passt'd llu' Sonalo, in snhslanliuUy Iho fi»nu vopovlod 
from ilio commilloo on liuanco, hy llio lai'KO vnli' of iht lo 10, 
aiul was, porlaips, Uio mosl, can'ridly iiroi>ari'd of any of tlu' 
linamdal inoasiiros of (In' ^fovi'ranu'id. 

In opiMiinp: llu' (lidiaio, I oallod I lio ul l(•nliou of (lu'Sonal(< 
1.0 l.ho gi’i'al. advuidiij'o Mto {'ovim-uuu'uI. had di'rivoil fi'oiii nialc- 
inj^ ils houds vt'diM'Uuildi' a(. hriid' porio«ls. liko Mio h 'JO houds. 
Mil' 10 -10 homls, ami liu' Iri'aMiry noli's. I iilsi> {•hIIimI ullon 
lion lo llio fact. Mail Mu' stinio priiiciph' i>f ntuinlitiniiift Ihi' 
rif^ht 1.0 Vi'doi'ni laul hi*oii iiif^iafloil in llii* hill Ihi'ii hoforo )ln' 
•Sonalo, Mail. Mio iluralion id’ Mio luuids was ilividod inlo Ihioo 
porioils of Ion, lifloon, and Iwonly yoar.s, dni iiiK nhicli liiuo, hy 
Mio {j;ru(lual applicalion of llio snrpin.s rovoniio, llio u ludo dohl 
niiglil. ho paid. This was llio hill sotd. hy llio iSc-iialo lo I lio 
llonso of Uoprosonlalivos, and if if had hoou adoplotl hy (ho 
llonso, ilu'vo would luivo lioon no Ivouldt' ahoni Mio a]i]tlicnlit>n 
of Mio anrjdu.M rovonuo, hul hy I'oninioii oon.sonl il Mould lm\o 
boon iisod in llio spoody o.vlinriioji of llio pnhlic dohl, 

'I'lio hill wins .soul, lo llio llmiso of |{o|iro.son(al ivo.s on llio 
Util of jMarc.li, and Mioro .soonis (o liavo slop! for noarli 
tliroo nioiiMis willioul. any aclion on llio pari of Mio llon.so. 

On tlio liMi of .luuo Mio I'oiuiuiMoo on way.s and luouns 
vopovlcd llonso hill fiUI?, oovorinp[ llio saint' suhjocl 'nuilli'i.s 
as woro conlaintMl in llio Sonalo iiill. Tlio considoiai ion of 
fchi.s hill was ooinnioiiood, hy soction.s, on llio dntli of .liini'. 
Tho inatorial |iiirl. of llio lirsl. soclion of lliis liill is as hdloM.s : 

'• I’liiil (ho iSotii'oliiry of iImi 'I’nniHiirv is licri'liv iiii()iitn/i.il (n in k 

euin or Hinim not in tin* iiKKri'j(ii(i< Jjtl.fKHl.iKKi.OlHi, l•llll|ll>ll nr 
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ri'^fmlort'il ImtidH of llio Unilt'd SIuIch, in Nin-li finiii hm Iio iiiiiy )in'si*iil)i', ninl 
of tliMioMiiiifition of or «oiiu' iintlli|>lo of llml himi, roiln'iimlilo in coin of 
llio jircHi'ul Nhuuluvtl vnlno «l Uic jdcttsnvt' of Mun f'nitcd Slufcw (iffcr fl>ivly 
Vclll•^^ from dll' itiitc of llmir ih-fiic, ami liiairin^ inIcrcHl |iuyali|o acmi-uiinu- 
iilly ill Hill'll coin III llic iiilo of four |icf cent. |icr iiintiiiii.'' 

'I'hiiM il. will liii p('rci>ivcil lliu.l. iiiNli'iiil of Ihn I liriMi .scrii's nf 
lionils priiviili'tl liy llui Sniialii, IIk' llmisn pmitosixl In nul.hiiiT/.n 
(lid ismid of $!,()( HI, III II ),()()( I, n'tli>(*nialil(i iiicuin ii,rii'i’ lliirly yi'ny.H 
from i.lid (lain nf (Iumv ixsut', willi inlnynsl. al. fnny in'V vnnl.. 'I'liis 
ililTnrnnrn in l ltn ilnsci ipl imi nf I lin IioihIh was I lin cliinf ilillnn'iicn 
hnlwncii l lin prnposil.iiiiis of I lie I Inlisn anil ( lie Seiiali'. 'I'n eiii- 
pliiisi/n lliis (lilTeniiien 1 ipiol(> wliiii was ni id liy Hie eliainiuui 
Ilf Min llniisn eoiiiiiiil lee, Mr. Selieiieli. in rrpnrl in^f Hie hill : 

*' It Is u |ii<i|iiiHii iitii 111 II |uivlitMi Ilf tiio jiiililir nf 

U’V iH a vi'iy laiu'li InwiT rah* nf \\ 'm a |irii|inMil\nn Uiiil 

00(1, (K)n Ilf (hill iltOil laKt' tin* ffirin nf liniitls, ii|i<iii wlilt'li flin lt|iili*il 

Sliiii'K will tn |mv only fniir |iiM' rriih |irr aniiiiiii« Uni, In indor In 

iiiako tlinsn IhhmIh afM*i«|ihilj|ti in riijiiialiHiK iti linmn himI iilimatl, rnrilmr 
visinii is iinifln llial lln* IumhIh ihi*iiisi*l vi*h hIiiiII liuvn it Inh^nr tiitm in niii, 
imt im>n*ly fnr (liirly yi'iiiH, Init (Imi limy hIuiII nnly lai n*(liM*iiialiln itflnr 
lliirly yniirs ; llins ^iviii^ lhi*in, wiilmul lla' nliji'rliniiH, i!mi ailvanta^nH 
wITmli in a ^rnai aUi\i*li In i\ |aW|M*hntl Iniiii.'* 

This hill, wiHi a vnry liniileil dehiite, passed Hin IlniisniMi 
I lin Isl. nf .Inly, and Hieii iniiiieiliaiidy was nlTeied as a snli- 
sHl.iiln fi)]' Hin Sniiiiin hill, and was adnpled. 

'I'hnsn Iwn rival prninisiliniis, dilTeriiiK mainly npnii Hin 
i|il('sl inn Ilf Hni elinraelernl' (hnhnnds in hn issued, were seiii. 
In a e.nmniiHee nf rnnrm'nnre, eotnpn.sed nn Hie pari nf Hin 
Sniialnid’ Messrs. Sherniaii, Siininer and Mavis. Thn elder rmi- 
(rnvnrsy in Hin eniirnri'iien was as In Hin deseriplinn nl I'nndini^ 
hniids Id hn jirnvided for. Afli'r nniiiy ninniinKs ilwaslinally 
a^rend Hial lltn hmids aiiHinri/ed .shniild hn $Mn(),(ll||l,(|(il) Ijvn 
pnr ennl. hnnds, !5!!l(l(),(MI(l,(ll)(l fniir and a half per eeni, hninls, 
nf Hin eliariK'Inr deserihed in Min Seiiale hill, and $ 1 ,01111,(11 II 
of rniir per ennl. hnnds, as deserihed in Hie llmisn hill. InnHier 
Wiirds, il, was a. eniiipmiiiisn whieh, like many nilier eniiiprn- 
mises, was in ils resnilsan injury nf p'leiil imipinil iide, hid il. 
was an Imnesf. dill'ereiirn nf npiidnii helween Hin Semiln and 
Ihn llniusn, in whirli, lesind hy Hin inareli nf limn, Ihn iSetialu 


was right and Mio lloiiso wiisAvroiifC. Ihil it wii.s iHM-h-ct ly nntni- 
fast Miai. williout I liis ninrnssioii liy (hn St-nain Iti lln^ lldiisc. 
tho hill cnnld iiol. havo pnssdd, and ovnii willi lliis niiic(>HNitiii 
tUo (irst vciiurt oC tUo ntmmillt'n (if ronfc'rnnfnwaN diHigrci-d 
to hy (ho Ihvnso, Ium-huho oC oorliiiu iirKvisidiiN v('<iuiring (ho 
national hanUa to anl>a(i!uU' (ho now IumhIk us lln' Imsis of 
Itanking circulation, 

Tliis disagrociiH'iit )iy Iho lloiiso cdiiiiic'llcil a sccdiid <’oiii- 
niitloo of c.onf('r('nco, in which Iho conloslod hanking soclictn 
was Htrickon oiil, and Uio hill ugnuul In as il now .slands nti Iho 
atatuto hooks. 

And thus tlvirty*yoar socurilios, Huhsoiimnilly ul a. }iroiuium 
of. inoro than twonty-Uvo i>ov cent., worn fonaul inlo the law hy 
tlio doterminod action of Iho llonso. 

Tliis proven! to he an error. No lamds should havo lu'on 
atd-liori/od (hat did not c.oniain a stipidation lhal line govt'rn- 
iiKiiit might iiay I Inmi at lelcasnre', aflor a hi iof jK'rioil and hofore' 
they h(H’anio dim, 'I'his stiimlalidii (hiring lim war was in.smlisl 
in the T) (!() and f in* 10 Ih honds. Ils wi.sddiii ami ini|idrfaiii'(< 
worn do.iaunsi rated hy (In' early .siihsi itid ion of luaids hearing 
a lower ralo of inlori'sl. for tin* fi six per cenl. honds. \\ lien 
this jn’orinlont was riled, and ils saving id the goveniiiienl 
sliown, it was strongly niged hy (lie lloiise confei'ces Unit .‘ iieh 
a ])rovision would [irovent tla'sah'of honds, am) Diiil (here was 
no prohahility that honds hearing le.ss Ilian four per eeid. coithi 
ho .sold at any linio al. pur. This wasprmen lo he an error 
within ashoi't pi'riod, for .secni'il ies of (lie Ihiileil Slnfes hi'iir 
iug tlu'oo ]iov cent, inlerest have In'i'ii .sidd at par. 

Some yt'iirs later, Senator Keck, of Ki'idneky, iu rnigoed me 
for consenting to tho issnn of honds ntnning lhii l.\ .m-iuv-. hid 1 
WHS ahlo lo .sliow liy Dm pidilic records Had I resisled I his long 
duration of tlio fonr per coni, honds, Had Hie iloll.^e insi‘’led 
n|)ou it, and tliat Mi*. Heck, (hen a Meinlier of Ilm House, 
voted for it. 'I'ho .same ohji'clioii was tninle hy Hie .'semile eon- 
forces to the honds h(>aring fonr and a half ami live per eeid., 
that no stipulation Was made unthovi/ing Hie government to 
anticipate tho payment of (.hose homl.s, thnlt'r Hie Seinile )iil) 
the honds would liavo iiooii redeomahle in a In ief peiiml, end 
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would, no doiibl, Inivo Ihmmi riMtin'iiUMl liy lioiids luniriiifi: four, 
tlu’oo mid a half, or Ihrco por ronl. iult'.n^sl. 

Tho lull, us il. passod, aid liorizi'd I ho convorsiou of all roniis 
of soouiiMos, l.hon oiils(aiidin}j:,inl.o I ho honds provldotl for hy llio 
rofiindiiiff arl. a t. pa.r ono wit h llio olln'r, 'I'ho SiuTi'liiry of I ho 
Trcnisiiry ('.oidd soil (ho honils providod for hy Iho roruii(linf>;ac.l. 
a.l. liar, and with Iho proci'oils pa.y off Iho I hon oxislinij: .soc.iivi- 
lios as (hoy liooanio ro<lo(!{nal>lo. In Mm disoiission of (his hill 
in I, ho S('na.l(s on (h(\ ‘JSIh of Koltriiary, lM7t>, 1 niado a. ra.rorully 
]ir('iiiivod s[iooch, ifivitiiir a dolailod history tjf t ho various sooiiri- 
lios outstanding, amt oxprossott t ho o.onlidiuit. opinion lhal> (ho 
('xisliiifj; ooin taiiids la'aiin}' six pi'r coni. inliMt'si, aiat oili(>r 
soc.ui'ilios l)oarin}>: iiilorost. in lawful nioni'y, oonhl l><( r('fniid(al 
info honds rnnniii}^ for a short poriod, lasirinp; a. ri’dncisl rain 
of inlori'sl., I sai<l ; 

'*Ari(*r 11 liuiM' uihI ilrlmlo ttf o\rv Iwo iimimiIis in IkiIIi 

llMiiHPMfJ llii* Jirl Ilf I'NOinjin V Whh iii|n|ih*iL 'Dull wiiH 

u rovdlnlinniiry i\r{, li wiih u drjiuilnn» from ovm y iM'iniM|»ln nf ilm llnaii' 
ninl pnliny of tltiH piViniimonl. fmni its rnintilalinn. It nvnrllin'w, not cuily 
tln^ moiln iiml iimnnnr nf Imrrnwin^ iiiniit^yi Iml tlio rlianirh«r df oiir |tul>lio 
luiil WHS llu^ «»f h n»»vv finuiiriiil HyKtoni, niiliKn imylliiu/:^^ 

iliiil Imil linnh ViMilnnsl u|ii)n iiy any pi*n|)|o in tlin wt>rM lll«^<lr(^ Tins nnw 
|inliny was inlnpicsl nruli'r tlin |iri’Ksurn nf llm iiiMM'h^llics, und nnly 

hiH'iiUHn nf ihosn inss^ssilipH, anil whk inlinalisl (u nit'Ml a nf alTaiiH 

novnr fnrnsnnn liy ihi' rnutun'.s nf tin' rDimlltnllnii. 

“ Nnw» Hir, it. is iin|Hnlnn( fn \inilnrs(iinil flin |>nniM|i|ns nf ihia art ; fm* 
(lii.s art wiiM (lin fnunilaliiin nf all (lin llnininial nirasiin^H dnrin^;; llii' war. It 
was n|inn (In' hasis nf (Ms ai'(, riilar^ist and iTnalilitat fiiiin (intr fn films 
lliat s\ n \vi*ii> rnid)lri| (u ImiTow ),()(!(),( HID in (Inis' yisiiM and In |int 

ilnwii till' iimsl rnriniilaldi' lidadlit'n in nnali'rn histury. Tills art was latsril 
U|inii cs'ilain rniidaiiimtal rnnilitlnns. 

*' hlxl nmnliiiary |inwiM* was isiiifriTisl u|inn ilm Srrirlarv nf (hr Tirasiiry 
In bnjs'nw njimry D* ajjnnsJ iiiiy fnnis at JmiiiM nr al)rnad« [UJirlindly wilJmiji 
iiinilalinii as In anmnnli nr wi()i linnls rr|iralrdly mlai^^^nl. hlvny fnnn nf 
KisMiril)* whirli llm in^rnnily nf man rmilil clrvisi* was |irnvii|t«d fm* l>y lliin 
art nr tlm arts ainriidin^^ il* Itndm* Ilirsn arts Itnnds wmr i^-siirrl, |iuyii1i|(' 
in twriify yisn's, irisihiirv nnfrs wrii' i^^suisl» rmlidralrs id iiirirli(ishirss, 
rnin|innnd'iiili’rrst rmii's, and nflnn* fniiiis nf indidilt’ilnr‘<H. with varyiiijif 
ralrs nf inlrirsl* Tlirrr Writs Imwovi^r, dis(jin*t litinlatinns n|inn (lir nalnii' 
and {'liarar(i«r nf (lirsi^ tniins. tl was Mll|mhilrd llihl. dial nmro Ilian six |trr 
nnil. intrn'Hl in j^nM Hlmnld iml hr iialtl mi lltr ImiidH issiinh imr ntnrr lliiin 
Hrvrii and tliirr-tmilljH iiilrrrsl In I'linrnry slmnld hr [add nn llir nn(rn 


insuod ; «iiid all the loanii provided by this act v'cre short loans^ re^ 

deenmblo witliin a short period of tiino at (ho ])Ioasuro of the United Slates, 
Thus tho gold bonds were redeemable after fivo years, the treasury jiot os 
wore retloLMiuiblo after threo years, and all forms of soonrity wore witliiii Iho 
power of tho United States at tho end (jf five years at furlliost. And tlujd, 
no soeurities were to bo sold less than par. 'rholr nna voidable depreciation 
was measured, not by tho rate of their discount, but by tlie depreciation 
of tho currency, AVo Iield our bonds at par in paper money, though at 
times they wem worth only forty por cent, of gold. . . . 

“Now, Mr. president, it may bo proper to state tim reasons for this 
polic}'. Sliort loans were adopted that wo iniglit not bind tho fuliiro to 
tho paymciit of usurious rates of interest. Wo recognized Die oxistonco of 
a great pressing necessity tliat would tend to doprociato tho public credit ; 
and wo took care, tiierofore, not to make tliose loans for a long period, so as 
to bind tho future to tho payment of the rates which wo wore then com- 
polled to pay. 

“Wo provided for gold interest and gold revenue, to avoid tlio extreme 
inflations of an irrodecmablo currency. Wo wished to rest our pajior fabric 
on a coin basis, and to keep coiwlantly in view nUlinato specie pjLyinonls. 
1 believe but for that jnovision in the loan act of February 25, 1802, that in 
18b‘i our Onancial system would have been utterly overt) irown. There was 
notliing to anchor It to the earth except tlio collection of duties in coin and 
tho payment of the interest on onr bond.s in coin. 

“But, sir, liie most important anti tho most revolutionary juinuiplo of 
tho act of h'ebruary 25, 1802, was the legal teiider clause. 'I'lns was a 
ineasuni of im|)orious and pressing neoossity. f can re(‘all very well the 
debates in the Ronato and in the 1 louse of Iteprusontatives upon the legal 
tender clause. Wo were then standing in the face of a di'ticil of some 
$70,000,000 of unpaid reejuisitions to our soldiers. Creditors in all parts of 
the country, among them the most ])owevful corporations of Diis country, 
had refused our domund notes, then very slightly defueciated. AVe wore 
under the necossitj^ of raising two or throe million dollars por day. AA'e 
Nvere then ovgnuizing uTUiies unheard of before. AA^o stood also in tlio jwes- 
onoe of defeat, constant and imminent, whicli foil upon our armies in all 
j)urfs of the country. It was before daylight was shed upon any part of our 
military operations. AA^e adojited the legal tender ehiuse then as an abso- 
lute expedient. Hemoinberiiig the dobato, I know witli what slow stops the 
majority of tho Senate came to the necessity of adopting legal tenders.’’ 

Tho debt of tho United States 0 )i tho fUst of August, IHOG, 
when it reached its inaxiimim, amounted to $2,8{4,f)4y,627. 
On the 1st of March, 1870, the debt had been reduced to loss 
than $2,500,000,000, of which about $400,000,000 was in Unitod 
States notes, for tho rodennition of which uo provision was 
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made. It was the confident expectation of Congress, which 
proved to be correct, that before the )'efinKling operations wore 
complete, the debt would be gradually reduced, so that the 
sum of $1,500,000,000, provided for in the law, would be sulfi- 
cieut to refund all existing debts, except United States notes, 
into the new securities. 

The process of refunding progressed slowly, was conlined to 
the five per cent, bonds, and was somewhat interrupted by Die 
financial stringency of 1878, 

By the act approved January 20, 1871, the amount of tivo 
per cent, bonds authorized by the act approved July 14, 1870, 
was increased to $500,000,000, but the act was not to bo con- 
strued to authorize any increase of bonds provided for by the 
refunding act. 

Prior to the 24th of Augirst, 187(>, thero Imd been sold, for 
refunding purposes, the whole of the $500,000,000 live percents, 
authorized by that act, and on that day Lot M, Morrill, Socro- 
tai'y of the Treasury, entered into a contract for the sale of 
$40,000,000 of the four and a half per cent, bonds authorized 
by the refunding act. By this process of refunding an annual 
saving had been made of $5,400,000 a year, by the reduction of 
interest in the sale of $540,000,000 bonds. On the 9th day of 
Juno, 1877, T, as Secretary of tho Treasury, terminated the con- 
tract made by Mr. Morrill, my predcccs.sor, and placed on the 
market tho four per cent, bonds provided fo)’ by the rofiincling 
act. The subsequent proceedings under this act will bo more 
appropriately rot’eri'ed to hereafter. 

The move dillicult problem remained of advancing United 
States notes to par in coin. This could be accomplished by 
reducing the amount of the.se notes outstanding, and, thus, by 
their scarcity, add to their value. They wore a legal tender in 
payment for all debts, public and private, except for duties on 
imported goods and interest on the public ilobt. As long as 
those notes were at a discount for coin they could circulate 
only in the United States, and until they wore at par with 
coin, coin would not circulate as monoy in tho United States, 
except to pay coin liabilities. The notes wore a dishonored, 
depreciated promise, tho purchasing power of which varied day 
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by day, tbo football of “bulls and bears.” In many respects 
the.so notes- were better than any other form of depreciated 
paper money, for the people of the United States had full con- 
fidence in their ultimate redemptiou. They were much bettor 
and in higher favor ^vith the people than the state bank notes 
which they replaced and which were not only depreciated like 
United States notes hnt had been often proven worthless in 
the hands of innocent holder’s. They were as good >is national 
bank notes, however well secured, for these notes were not pay- 
able in coin, but could be redeemed by United States notes. 
Still, with all their defects the United States notes wore the 
favorite money of the people, and any attempt to contract 
their volume was met by a strong popular opposition. 

As already stated, the gradual reduction of the volmno of 
United States notes, urged so strongly by Secretary McCulloch 
and provided for by the resumption act, met W'ith popular op- 
position and was repealed by Congress. Under these condi- 
tions it became ne(JGsstiry to approach the specie standard of 
value without a contnietion of the currency. 'J'ho act to 
strengthen the public credit, already vcfcvrccl to, was the be- 
gimuug of this struggle. The government was, by this act, 
committed to the payment of tlio United States notes in coin 
or its equivalent. Ihit when and how’ w’aa not stated or oven 
considered. The extent to wdiich Congress w'ould then go, find 
to which popular opinion would then consent, was the declara- 
tion that the “United States solemnly pledges its faith to 
make provision at the earliest practicable period for the ro- 
demption of the United States notes, in coin.” Many events 
must occur before the fnlfillmont of this promi.so could bo 
attempted. 


I'llM'TKlI xxir. 

Oini (‘oiNAdK UKKdItI-; AND v\ ri'KK TKK 

Hill. l.lMll- ittfllTllliOlnli III IKIHJ. (IrlirVti! Vlrto nV SlilUii»ll I'liTiM- Xtl McUl'mil 
nf Ui(» hc»l!ur Pii'co In llm A«‘l. nf IHri.M IVn* ritvulnl Inn ol \Urv (Im’ 

IHnM Af’l • ' Ni» 'rnil li ill lliM *' hi*iinnM*l!/fil inn riiiu>;i* * Ai t niml tif lln* Mill 
Ki vlHiiiK Ihi' I.mwh U«*lnflvi' In Ansjiy OfllnMMijil ( nliin^v* nl lln* 

Mnih il WUy Uh' lioMnv \Yn»^ Mvn^ipwl Utww \\\^* (‘ninu 

Ktunvii Hilly hh iirrMij ft*v lln* l'nr'’ir.n M(iil*«*l Mil nMi'*hiiM'n1, 

uf III iKillnr*'* A 1 ,i';^mI 'r»’tnl«’i’ Inr Hnly Mlv** Uni 

Imn Ui’|«*nl**il A H♦’IH|^I ii In I In vi* rniij\i » • I'u-’in lii'r 
A»'l • lUnv ii Alli'i‘1 Mu MnuUnM'iny 

lli’hvi i*n Hrimlur Snuim r innl Srn*lui.\ Mnli. 

A t Hid litild nf Hid ltii>5sii}j;d nf Mid iicl. “In .slnniKMii’n 
Mid piiliUd in'i'ilil,” nil ^lavfh IM, iSliM, llidrn svhh UuI. 
lil.Md dniii ill cinruliilinM in llm Miiilnl SIiiIcm dX'di'pl. 
jrolil iiniii, tuitl lliiil. wiiH ditidlly rniiliiiril In llm l‘iu‘ilii’. 
cnuHl'., nr lo Mid luviJid pnrln tjf (Mili-y, In !«’ in I'tiyumul nf 
(liiMds nil inipnrldil p;nnils. tSih’i'rcnins wnm tinl in ciiriiliil inti. 
Tlid luiiniml- nf Hilvdv t’.niiidd in IHIlll wns liw lliiui mm tiiilliisii 
(InllaiMaml lliiii iniiinly fnr (‘xpnrlalimi. I•'nl(•l imnil itnIdN nf 
ililTdi'i'iil. (Idiininiiiiil inns, fi’niii Imi lo lifly mills, wi'rn issimii liy 
(lid l.i'dtisiiry In llin iiiiimiiil. nf Sllill.llllll.lHIII. nf wliii’li iS I “(1,1)1 HI,- 

(11)1) hull 1 rmlmiimil. inid §|(),()IH).(lll() wnn* niilsliimliii}' in 

(•irc.iiliil inn nr iiiid Imcti dnsirnyi'd, Tlm.sn frncl imiiil iinlivi 
siipiM'sdddd sihi'f I’nin us Mnili'cl Sliilds iinli's siipnr.st'di'il j^'nld 
cniii. Tlin I’ninuKd laws us (Imy limn dxisli'd wcrn srul (I'lccl 
I lirnup;li Hid laws nf I Im Hniidd Sliili's frniii IT'.DMn |sri!i, uiid 
wnrn ill iiiany rnspnids iiiipdrfdc.l. iiiul cnnllidlinp;, 

Tim nil in lixdd hy Ali'.viiiidnr I hiniilliiii. nf lifimn nniicoM nf 
silvdr us Hid ('((iiivuldiil. nf niin niiiim nf ^nld, wiis, iil. llm liiim if 
wiis adnpldd, suhslaiil iully I Im iiiiirln'l nilin, liiit. (Im rniisliinl 
idiidciii'.y of silvdr In dnrliim in nduHvd viiliu- In (.'nld hud hmii 
f'niiif'nii for you rs itiid il. I'.nidiinmd Indfrliiii', ulninsl impnrmp' 
Hilly [ii>rlia]is, utid llio Idj'ul nilin in I'Vanm huviiij.' Iicimi lixml 
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at fifteen and a half to one, tlicre was an advantage in shipping 
gold to that country from this, and consequently very little if 
any of onr gold, oven if coined, came into circulation. By the 
act of 1793 foreign coins Avere made a legal tender for circiila- 
tiou in tills country, and the Spanish silver dollar, on which ours 
was founded, with its 8ths or “real” pieces, found groat favor. 
Singularly enough, in Mc-\ico and the West Indies, the Spanish 
population would exchange their dollars for oui’S, dollar for dol- 
lar, although their pieces, if not worn, wore each three grains 
heavier. This led to an exchange of our dollars for the Span- 
ish ones, which were promptly recoined at the mint at a fair 
profit to the depositor. 

This put upon the government the expense of inanufactnr- 
ing coins with no advantage. The evil grew so great that in 
1806 the further coinage of our silver dollars Avas prohibited by 
Pre.sident Jcll’or.son, in an order issued througli the state de- 
partment, as folIoAv.s: 

Dki’ahtmknt ok Stat.k, Muy .1, 1800, 

Sni: — In consetpienco of a roprnsootatioii from tlio diroctor of tlio l^iinlc 
of tlie United States* tliat considerable purchases have been made of dollars 
rf)iiit‘d at tlio mint for tlio purposo of exporting them, and as it is probal)lo 
further purchases and exportations will bo made, tlio President diroots tliat 
all iliesih er to bo coined at the mint shall bo of small donominattons, so limb 
the value of the largest pieces shall not exceed half u dollar. 

J am, etc., Jamks Madison. 

UoniiKT Pai'I’khson, Es(^, Director of tho Mint. 

Tlic coimigo of the silver dollar at our mint Avas not resumed 
until 1836. Tho small and Avoni Spanish pieces, being legal 
louder, also drove from circulation our fractional coins coming 
hriglit and plnni]) from the mint. Bank notes and these Avorn 
pieces furnished the circulation of the country. 

TJie condition of tlic currency bccamo so objectionablo that 
in 1830 the subject was faken up by a special connnitteo of tho 
House of Hepreseutatives, appointed for that purpose. Three 
reports Avere submitted, in ono of which the committeo stated 
that of $37,000,000 coined at our mints only $5,000,000 re- 
)naiued in circulation. A bill Avas submitted to the House fix- 
ing the ratio at 15,025 to one, and Avas strongly urged. There 
appeared no special opposition to tho measure for a time, but 
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f.lio fooliii}' of oppoHil.ioii l() Iho ('irciilal ion of Imiik liiul 
l)o(’,()in<^ vory Ki vonp; ainonf^ I ho jiooph' and was volhn'.lcil by I ho 
admini.sI.ralioM. 

In th(» S<n)al.o l.lu' opposition h) hank hills was hoadod liy 
'I’hoinas I). Hr'iiton, wlio opnnly advomlod st) chiin^in/jf Iho 
(•.<)inaKO ratio tluit I'ohl would cii'cnlalo to tlu' (*xclnsion id‘ I In' 
notns, and ii(n ha])s incidnnially <d’ silvcn* also, 'i’la^ niatliu' tif 
in'ovidiu}' foi’ silv(U’, howovor, rocoivcsl lil.tin alloalimi. 'I'ho 
ratio was (duuif'od lo sixtocMi lo oiav •hdiii (Quincy Adams and 
l)ani(d ^Vohstor joining' with ('alhoiin ami lionlon in hrij)p;ing 
it ahout. Itwaswoll understood at tim tiniollial I lu' opera- 
tion of this aid. would hanish silver. 'I'he ohjeet of ihe clmii/'e 
was dislimdiy slalod, esperially hy Mr. lleiiloii, who said : 

“'r«i iMialili' ilin fnt'nilH nf •^nhl tt) In WiirK III iln» plurn In rilVrI. 

lln» riMM»vi'ry nf llial piiM'iniu* lui'lul. whirlt lluMr fiilluMM ; 

wliicli iht' HulijiH'lH of lOumniuin now wlilrli llio nf 

Urn ropuhlli'M to llvn aniilh nil pnhHaHH ; whit'li ovoii ihi' fn'o nf 

San Dntiiinpfti pnnwt'HH ; Inil <»f wliii'h llir yiMinninrv nf linn Anii*rira laiVf» 
l)iM»n ilnpriviul for Ilian lwiMil.y ymu-x, ami will In* ili'priviMl ftiimfr, 

unlimH timy liimaivnr tIm ('lumn c»f (lin i^vil ami apply (lio ri'iiualy (t> ila nin(/* 

Jly thn aid. of 1H!I4, Hu|)nradd(*d to hy the aid. of IH1I7, the ratio 
of Hix’teoii to OIK' instead of llfleen In one was adopled. The 
ri'snit was that gold roins were largely intnulueed and l•il•l•n- 
lated ; hut as sixdi'en onnees of silvm' were worih more I hati one 
oiinee of gold, the silver eoins disappeared, I'.seept the depre- 
I’.ialed silver eoin of other r.otinl ries, I hen a legal lendei’. 'I’n 
e.orree.t I his evil. Congress, on thetilst of Kehrnary, IH.TI, pro- 
vided for the pnrehase of silver hiillion hy Ihe goveriimeiil, lo 
h(' coined liy it and not for Ihe owners of Iho hidlion. That 
was III!' lirsl. timi' the governnnmt. hud evm' mulerliild'n lo 
huy Imllion for eoinage purposes. It provided for the [mrehase 
of silver hidlion and the eoinage of siihsidiury silver eoins at 
the ratio of Ii'ss than lifleen lo one. jNo nieidioii was made 
of the dollar in the art. of i.sr).'l. I(. had fallen in(o ili.snse and 

when eoined was exporled, heing more valnahle as hidlion lhan 
as coin. 

As the value of the minor eoins was lo.ss than gold at the 
coinage ratio, they weri' limiled as a legal lender lo live didlars 
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in any one payment. 'I’licy were, in fact, a subsidiary coin mado 
on government account, and, from thciv convenience and nocos- 
sity, were maintained in circulation. They were similar^ to 
the coins now in use, revived and reenacted by the rc.suinption 
act of 1875. 

It was not the intention of the framers of this law to demone- 
tize silver, becau.se they were openly avowed bimetallists, but 
it limited coinage to silver bought by the government at 
inarlcet price. They saw, in this expedient, a way in wlu<d\ 
silver could be more generally utilized than in any other. 
Mr. K. M. T. Hunter, an avowed bimetalli.st, in a report to the 
United States Senate, said: 

“Tlio miscliiof would bo great iiuleod if all llio world wore to adopt but 
one of the jirceioiis niefalfl as tlie standard of value. To adopt gold nioiio 
would diininisli tlio sjiccie currency more tliun ono-balf ; and the reduction 
tlin other way, should silver bo taken ns tho only standard, would bo btvgo 
enongli to prove higlily tlisastrous to tho liunian race.” 

lie evidently did not consider tho purchase of silver bullion 
at its coinage value hy the government, instead of tlio i'rcc 
coinage of silver, as monometallism. 

After the passage of tho act of 1850, gold in great quanti- 
ties, the product of tho mines in Ualifornia, was freely coined 
at tho ratio of sixteen to one, anti was in general circnhition. 
If, then, tho purchase of silver, instead of tho free coinage of 
silver, is tho demonetization of silver, it was demonetized prac- 
tically in 18B4, a.nd certainly in 1853, when tho purcliaso of 
silver and its uso as money increased ouormously. In 1852 
the coinage of silver was less than §1,000,000. In tho iioxl; 
year tho coinage of silver rose to over §2,000,000, and reached 
tho aggregate of nearly $50,000,000 before tho beginning of tlio 
Civil War. Then, as now, the purchase of silver bullion led 
to a greater coinage than free coinage. 

This was the condition of our coinage until the war, like nil 
other groat wars in history, drove all coins into hoarding or ox- 
])oi‘tation, and paper pronii.scs, great and small, from five cents 
■ to a thousand dollars, supplanted both silver and gold. 

When, therefore, it became noces.sary to prepare for tho 
coinage of gold and silver to meet the requirements of tho act 
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of 1869, “ to streugtlien tlio public credit,” it. was deemed by the 
treasury department advisable to revise and codify the coinage 
laws of the United States, Mr. Uoutwell, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the assistance of John Jay Knox, deputy comp- 
troller, afterwards comptroller, of the currency, and the oilicers 
of the mints of the United States, prepared a complete code 
of the coinage laws, It was submitted to experts, not only to 
those in the treasury but also to all pei-sons familiar with tlie 
subject. Tlie bill was entitled, “ An act revising and amend- 
ing the laws relative to the mint, assay offices, and coinage of 
tbo United States.” 

The law, tested by experience, is conceded to be an excellent 
ineasuro. A single provision of this bill has been the subject 
of charges and imputations that the silver dollar was, in a 
fraudulent and surreptitious way, “demonetized” liy thi.s act. 
There is not the slightc.st foundation for this imputation. Tbo 
hill was sent to me as chairman of tiio committeo on finance, 
and suhinitted to the Senate with this letter : 

'I'uKASUKY Dki'artmknt, April 25, 1870. 

Sir: — I have tlio lienor to transmit lierowilli a bill revising tlio ln\v.s rol- 
ativo to tlio mini, assay olllcos, iiiul coinage of tlio United iStalcs, and 
accompanying report. Tlio hill lias boon proparod undor tlio siiporvision of 
.folin .Tay Knox, deputy comptroller of llm enrronoy, and its paMago is roc- 
ommonded in tbo form jiresciitcd. It includc.s, in a condoiisod form, all tlio 
important legislation upon tlio coiniigo, not now obsoleto, since tliolii-sl mint 
was o-sltiblislicd, in 171)2; and tbo roport give.s a coiioiso slalcmoiil of tbo 
various aniondnionts proposc’d to oxistiiig laws and tbo nocossily’ for tbo 
chango rocommendod. 1'lioro bas boon no revision of tbo laws pertaining 
to tbo mint and ooinngo since 1837, and it is boliovod Ibiit llio pus.«ago of tbo 
inolosod bill will conduce greatly to tbo cITicioncy and economy of tins 
important branch of tbo govoriimont service. 

I am, very respectfully, your obodienl servant, 

Geo. S. Boutwki.i,, Socrotnry of tbo Treasury. 

Ho.v. John Siihrman, 

Cbairiniin Finance Committee, United Stales Senate. 

Section 15 of the original bill oniitted the silver dollar. It 
was as follows : 

“Skc. 15. ybid be U further enuctedi That of iho sllvor coin, tlio weight 
of tho half dollar, or pieoo of 50 coals, shall be 102 grains; and that of tlio 
quarter dollar and dime shall be, respoctively, ono-half and oiio-ilfth of 
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tlio weifrht of said liiilf dollar. That tho silver coin issued in conformity 
with the above section shall bo a legal londor in any one payment of debts 
for all sums less than one dollar.” 

Section 18 prohibited all coins except those mimed, ns 
follows : 

“Si;r. 18. And be it further cnucted, 'that no coins, either gold, silver, 
nr minor coinage, siiall bDroaftev bo issued from the mint other than those uf 
the dutiomliiations, standards, and weights herein sot forth.” 

Special attention was called to the dropping out of tlie 
silver dollar, both by Secretary Boutwcll and Mr. Knox, and 
the opinion of experts was invited and given on this special 
matter and comuniuicated to Congiuss. Tliese' sections, in 
the three years that the bill wtis pending in Congress, were 
changed either in the Hou.se or Senate in only one or two 
unimportant particulai-s. 

Accom 2 )!iiiying tlio rcfiort of Mr. Knox were tho statements 
of llobert Patterson, of Philadelphia, confessedly one of the 
ablest scientists and metallists in tho Tlnitcd States, in favor 
of dropping from our coinage the silver dollar. Hr. Linderimni, 
the director of the mint, made the .same recommendation. Jn 
tlie report accompiiiiying the introduction of tho hill, under 
date of April 25, 1870, Comptroller Knox gives tho history 
of the silver dollar and the reasons for its discoiitimiance as 
follows : 

‘*Thc dollar unit, at moiioy of account^ was establishod by tlio act of 
Congress April 2, 1702, and tlio saino act provides for tlio coinage of a sil- 
ver dollar, *of tlio vaiuo of a Spanish millod or pillar dollar, as tlio same 
is now current.’* Tho silver dollar was first coined in 1794, weighing 410 
grains, of wliich 371^^ grains wore pure silver, the flnoness being 892.4. 
Tho act of January 18, 1837, reduces the standard weight to 412^ grains, 
but increases tho fineness to 900, tlio quantity of pure silver romainifig 87.1^ 
grains as before, and at these rates it is still coined in limited amount.” 

He then says : 

“The coinoge of the silver dollar piece, tho history of winch is hero 
given, is discontinued in the proposed bill. It is, by existing law, tho dollar 
unit, and assuming the value of gold to bo fifteen and ono-half times that of 
silver, being about the mean ratio for tho past six years, is worth in gold a 
proniiuni of about three per cent, (its value being 103.12) and intrinsically more 
than seven per cent, premium in our otlior silver coin, its value thus being 
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107.42. Tlio prosent laws conseqiiontl)' authorizu bolli a gold dollar unit and 
a silver dollar unit, differing from eaeli otlior in intiinsio value. Tlie present 
gold dollar piece is made the dollar unit in the proposed bill) and the silver 
dollar piece is discontinued. ]f, however, sikjIi a coin is authorized, it should 
be issued only as a conimorolal dollar, not as a standard unit of account, and 
of the exact value of the Mexican dollar, which is the favorite for circulation 
in China and Japan and other oriental countries. 

*‘Notk. — Assuming the value of gold to bo fifteen and ono-half times 
that of silver, the French b-fraiio piece is worth about cents (90.4784) ; 
the standard Mexican dollar 104.90, our silver dollar piece 103.12, and two 
of our half-dollar pieces 90 cents.’* 

Tho finance committee carefully examined the bill. We 
were )jot in any hurry about it. It was .sent to lus in April, 
1870, and was printed and sent, by the order of the Senate, to 
everyone who desired to read it or look over it. 

That committee was coniiioscd of Messrs. Shei inan, Wil- 
liams, Cattell, Morrill, Warner, Fenton and Bayard. 

The l)ill was reported unanimously to the Senate Bocember 
19, 1870, after lying in the committee room for eight montlis. 

The dollar was dropped from the coins in the bill framed 
in the treasury department. It was then an unknown coin. 
Although I was quite active in business which brought under 
my eye different forms of money, I do not remember at that 
time ever to have seen a silver dollar. Frobably if it liad 
been mentioned to the committee and di.scnssed it would 
have been thought, as a matter of coume, scarcely worthy of 
inquiry. If it was known at all, it was known as a coin for 
the foreign mai'ket. 

No one proposed to reissue it, Tho Pacific const had six 
iutolligont, able, and competent Senators on the floor of the 
Senate. They would Imve carefully looked out for the interest 
of .silver, if the bill affected them injuriously. The authority 
given in tho bill as it finally pas.sed for coining the so-called 
trade dollar, mot all the demands of the silver producing 
states. But tho silver dollar at that time was worth more tlian 
the gold dollar. California and Nevada were on tho gold 
standard. 

The bill was printed over and over again, finally reported, 
and brought before tho Senate. It was debated there for three 
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(liiys. Every Senator from the Pacific coast spoke upon the 
measure. Kepresenting the committee, T presented the ques- 
tions as they occurred from time to time, until finally wo 
dilTered qiiifo seriously upon the question of a charge for the 
coinage of gold. The only yea and nay vote in the Senate on 
the passage of that bill, after two days debate, occurred on 
the 10th of January, 1871. Tho.so who voted in favor of the 
bill were Messrs. Bayai'd, lloreman, Bvownlow, Cusserly, Cole, 
Conkling, Corbett, Davis, Gilbert, Hamlin, Harlan, Jewett, 
Johnston, Kellogg, McCreary, Morton, Nyo, Pattei’son, Pome- 
roy, Pool, lliimsey, Bice, Saiilsbnry, Sponcer, Stewart, Stockton, 
Sumner, Thurman, Tipton, Trumbull, Vickers, Warner, Willey, 
Williams, Wilson and Yates — 36. 

Every one of the six Members of the Pacific coast voted for 
the bill after full debate. 

Against this bill were ailcssrs. v^bbott, Amc.s, Anthony, 
Bnckingliam, Carpenter, Chandler, Fenton, fTamilton, of Texas, 
Harris, Howell, Morrill, of Vermont, Pratt, Scott and Sher- 
man — 14. 

So that on the only yea and nay vote which was ever taken 
upon the bill I voted against it. It was not on account of de- 
monetizing the silver dollar. 1 did not do it because of that, 
but I did it because gold was then only coined for the benefit 
of private depositors; we were not using gold except for limited 
pui'po.sos. Gold was the sl anda)‘d in California, and we tbonglit 
the people of that state ought to continue to pay the old and 
reasonable rate for coinage of ono-lifth of one cent to the dol- 
lar. No action was taken on the bill in the House of Itepro- 
sentatives, and it failed to pass during that Congi’c.ss. At the 
beginning of the next Congress the bill was intvndnccd by Wm. 
D. Kelley, and reported by him favorably to the House of Bop- 
resen tat, iv os. It gave rise to considerable deba.tG, especially 
the section defining the silver coins. No one proposed to 
restore the old silver dollar, but tho Mouse inserted a 
coin precisely the equivalent of five francs, or two' half 
dollars of our subsidiary coin, and this franc dollar, as it 
was called, was made, like other subsidiary coin.s, a legal 
tender for only fivo dollars. On tho 9tli of April, 1872, Mr. 
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lloopor, liavin^f charfiio (if Mi(» hill, rall('(l oaixuanl aMiuiliini 
1.0 Mui (irniipiii,'j[ of llio old dollar and llu\ siilislilidioii of llio 
Vroiu’.h dollar, llo said, on April U, 11>7'J!: 

“Sot’dnn 1(1 ihn provisitHiH (tf (^xisliii^ Itiwn (lji> hIIvim* 

noiuH liiid (iii'ii* woi^titsj In rolatimi Id (Iid nilvri* iIdIIiu'i 

^Ylnoh viMiuriMl In fn>m Id \\H \ ^.^vnins ; llnm inukin^f il w 

HiiliiU'V ('Din in liainiony willi IIh^ silvrr dF Irss {litiitiiiiiiialinii, In 

i(s i;(»n<Mun'nl riifulutinii willi tlu‘iu, ^jlvnr ilnllar dF 1 1 ''niiiis, by 

rc'a^^n^ nf Its bullinn aial nihiuHln valuo bnin^ DioulpiMliaii ilH iiDiiiiinil valiiiv 
Idii^^ hiiH-n iM'iisi'd in lit* a rtiiii tif rln'ulalinii, and is iin*lh*cl by niauiiFanhir'* 
nrs tif nllvi*i\vaii*. It dnns nnt rirnulaht imw in rnmninivial tiauMiiMinnN with 
an y i'Diuil T'V, and lltn mnvt'nn'ni’o td llii*si* nianiiFarinrt*tH, in (liiM ran 

b(*li(*r bn innt by Mi|i|dyin*r Ntiiall hlaiii|a'il bam nf lb(^ ;dinin hfaiidaidf uvind- 
in^ ihn nsnbvs nvin'ii^'*' <»f rijlniii;>‘ llm iliillar fnr tliiit |iui|in* n. i'iiina*;‘it 

dF lint bair iliiiii* i‘t di^i’nntiiinrd fnr (lit* ii'iismi (lail. Iim jilaia* is i>ii|i|ilinil by 
{\\\\ nupurv nudwd !lvn-rnnt pinrn, n[ wldrU iv Iu\h bnnn nuubs and 

wliii'li, by fill' junvisiniiM nF till' aoL auduni/.iii/.;^ its isfiUn, ih nalniMimbln in 
Uniind Slati'M niirinij«*y/* 

Wln-n nu\ hill was stail. (o (ho »S(Mm(o if, in conniliaiico 
wilh llio iiKwiiorial of llio |('}fislaluro of llio Sla.lo of Californin-, 
insorl.od in plai’O of Iho .l■’^•o)l(•ll didlar, of .‘{Hi gniiiis of Hlaiid- 
avd silviM’, a dollar ('onlnininj» 411(1 grains of slaiidavd silvov, 
calhal llio "Inido dollar.” Tliis wiih iirgod npon (ho ground 
llial., as Iho Mi'xican d<dlar coiilainod 4 Hi gniiii.^, or Jt.l gniiiis 
nioro Ilian Iho old .silv(>r ihdliir, il. liiid an adviinliigo in trado 
wilh (!hina and .la)iaii ovor onr dollar, and I lial. a ooin (•onlaiii< 
ing a low grains inoro lhan Iho iMoxican ihdlar woiihl givo 
onr iiooplo I ho hoiiolil. of l itis nso for silvor. 'I’his dtilhir was, 
in r.onfori'iioo, agroi'd fo hy Iho llonso, hid. was a logal loiulor 
for only livo dollar.s. (In {initl ao.lion on Ihal. hill, Iho o.on- 
foroo.s on Uio ]iarl, of Hit' Sonalo wi'ro iMossr.s. Slionnan, So.ol l. 
and Jlayard. Tho aniondnionl. of Iho Siaialo adopling Iho 
Irado dollar was ngrood lo hy Iho llon.si', and iho hill passed in 
liolh lion, SOS wilhonl. a. division. 

'I'horonovor wasa hill proposed in (ho I Jongrossof Iho liniloil 
Slafo.s which was so pnhlicly and opi'iily prosindod and agi- 
lalod. I know of no hill in my oxporioiico whiidi was iirinlod, 
as (his w'lis, (hirh'ini l.inios, In order lo itivilo allenlion lo il. I 
know no hill which w'as froor from n.ny immt)ral or wrong inihi- 
eiic.o Mian Mils acl. of 1H7J1. 
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Dui‘iii|jC 11 h< iionili'iic.y (tf (his hill, lln' Scimlor.s niiU hi'iirc- 
sonl;!iLiv(^s Ckuu tho I'acilic. ctKisl. wimt in I'jiVdror IIk' siiij^h' 
fll.aiuliu'il (if gdhl ithiim. Tliis wiis rt>ii(>aleully shown (liiriiijjf llio 
dohiitos, hul. now I hoy (•.onijihiin dial, liio silv<'r dollar was di'- 
numoli'/od, and lhal-, though jiiM'si'nl., (alciiig I In* niosl. indiw* 
intorosli in tho oonsidoralion of (ho hill, (h(*y did not ohsi'rvi' 
that; tlu) silvov dollar was droppod from (ho coinage. The piih- 
lic, naiord.s are c.onchisivo against, this pret{'ns('. jMr. Slewart, 
iSonalor from Nevada, and all tho Sonalors from (ho I’acilic. 
cousli, who took an active par(> in tho dohalo on tho hill, niiisl, 
have known of tho dropiiing of (ho silver dollar from tho coin- 
ago, It appears from tho “ ('ongimsional Itocord” dial, on 
die nth of Fobruary, 1874, Mr. B(,owart said : 

Nvimt (lui Klatuliird itnd no pujior imiI in 

^(>1(1 ; no [>»|K'r inoiii'y 11 k» vulin> of wliirli in mil iiHiMOiniiird ; no 
jnnjiny lliaL will <tr^ani'/n u ^old lioanl to H|ir(Milaln in ll." 

A/iiaiu, only a finv dnys aflor this, on llii^ UHiii of h\0)nh 
ary, wlnni lu^ was H)n‘nl\inp: in favor of I ho t'rsolnl ion, nisi rind- 
ing Iho (nininiil.((‘o on linanci^ (o rnporl u hill |>ro\*i<ling for i\u^ 
convorlihilil.y of (rc'iisury note's into g(»hl eM>in or live* [mr ci'iil. 
lioinls, lu^ HiiitI ; 

**liy thin prni’t'sa wn nliall noirm In a n[nMMn lijisi*^ and whrii (lio lidanin^ 
iniin naanvi>s a dullar il will Imvn Oio |intrlumin|;; of a dollar, and Im 

will not III) (talind n|iiin in dn wlial Is impn^ tiMo fur liini nr (Iim |iiiidnriiia 
oliiHHim to dn, llpirn npnii iln* i^xnlnuignH, ll^oirn n|Min iIim IhiiSnatiniid. 
upnn ihn giunhling in Nhnv Vnik ; Init ln' will louiw wlial IiIh nunmy 
worlln (hiltl ia tint univnmd htaialard t*f tint umld, iMtnOaMly loinvsH 
wimt a dnllar in gnltl in wnrtli/* 

To roviewv llui liislinyof (Inuiri of ISVM: ll wns fiaim'«l in 
tho trnasiiry ntdiarlinonlr aflt'r a Ihorongh nviiniinnlion hy n\- 
ports, Iransinit-I.tnl lo liolh House's of ('eingre'sH, ( licntmglily e»\« 
aininodaiul elohalenl eliiring fenir esinse'enil ivo se's.sions, uilh in- 
[orniatie)U calh'el for liy lhe» Houses of |{e*|in»MMiliil ive's, prinlesl 
thirl.oeui time's hy oreltn* lunl hroinliy edr<’nlul.e*e|, unel niany 
amonelmoiils we're^ propeiseni, lint nei nial orial clinngos we^nt iitaelo 
in tho ooiiuige^ clauses from tlie^ lii'ginning tei llm nnd ed lhe» oem- 
tvovorsy, It aeleUsl 11m I'Vomdi cliiMnr fora (inio, hnl lhal wtis 
snporsedod )iy the^ trado elollnr, anel ne‘il iun* was nnnh' u h'gal 
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l oiulor bub for flvn dollavs. Tb pussod I ho Soual o oti l lui lObh of 
.lauuai'y, yoas and .[<1 nays ovovy iSonaloi’ from l;ho 

I’luiilio <‘,ousb voling for ib. 

Tb was inlroduc.od in blio llonsn of .Uoprosonlalivos by Mr. 
Kidloy, ab Ibo luixb s(^ssion. Tb was dobal.t'.d, wvnliniwd, ami 
l)assod unaniiuniisly, droiipiug llio silver dollar, as dii-oc.bly 
sba.ldd by Mr. llooiK'r. lb was ro.porl ('.d, doluilod, amondod, anti 
passed liy llio Sonabo uiianimtnisly. In ovt'ry slagt^ of bbo bill, 
and ovtiry prinb, bbo dolhir of j'rains was prtiliibilod, and 
bbo sin|jflt^ gold siaiulavd rts'ogiu'/.tul, prorlainn'il, anti mulor- 
sbood. Ib was nob until silvtu' was a olioapt'r dollar blial. any* 
tnu) doinandotl it,, and bbon ib was l-o bsiko advanlagtt of a 
orotlibor. 

Jb has always bt'ini within I ho |)ow('r of Congress to e.orrta'.b 
This tMTov, it error was matin; but. Congross has vt'fusotl ttvor 
and ovor again to tin it.. VVlnm tho e,oiibrovor.sy arose, in 1H7H, 
on the liland bill, a.nd bho ilou.so of .|{(tpr<'sonbabiv(ts ])ro* 
posed bho free eoiinigo of silver, bho Mt'na.l.tt rtijeeled i I; after a 
doliborabe coubosb, and substit.ulod in ]<la.e.ti ttf ib what, is e.alled 
the illand- Allison ae.b, whieb rotpiirod bho imre.hastt, by bbo 
govorninent, of silver Inillion ab its ina.rk<'l. value, and its 
e.oiinigtt bo a limiftsl atnoimb. I'lvery on’orb has btteti niado, 
from Ihab liiiiit to this, bo have t.ho (-'ongr(t.ss of bho Tltiibed 
Sbaltts pass a frtttt e.oiiiagit act.. 

If Ibis is done, it. will be to .see.nro a eliea.pt'i' dollar of 1 (*.mh 
piire.hasiiig powi'r, with the vit'W bo eiaibht debtors bo pay 
debts, e.ont riu’t.ed on tint basis of gohl e.oin, with silvttr e.oin.s, 
worth, wit h free eoiiing(>, h“ss bliaii ontt-half of gold eoin. 

In vttvittwing, at. this distanett of tinnt, the h'gisla.! Ton of 
IH751, in respeei. to the eoiiiago of silvt'r, 1 am of tint opinion 
that, ib was foi'tinialtt that, tint Oniittd Sl.altts lintn dropped lint 
coinage of t litt old silvt'r dollar. Is't) oiii' thi>n etnilttinplaltttl the 
(tiiorinoiiH yittid of silver from the niine.s, and lint ri'siilbing fall 
in bho niarkttl. value of silvt'r, but., ae.bing upon tint e.vpttriencti 
of bho pasi., bliab a. parity intbween .silver and gohl conh! nob Int 
inaintained at. any lixed I’alio, Congress adopted gtild as lint 
slandiinl of valint, and eoineil silver as a subsidiary eoin, to bit 
ri'ceived and niainlaineil ab a parity with gohl, bub oidy a legal 


loiuh'r fdi' fiiiiiill fiinnH. 'I’liis was ilio priiiciiila iidoiili'il in lint 
iirlf ot .lHr»:t, wIk'm silv('r was mnn' valualsln Ilian al llin 

!(><j;al Valin. Silvnr was nnl (hen rniiual inln (lnlhu-.s, lu'cans(\ 
i(, was llina wni lli nnivnas Inillinn Mian asniin, ||. was ma-th'd 
I’nv (•liaiij,n*, and, under llin law of IHnd, il. was liiniislu'd in 
almiidancc. Similar Jaws arn nnw in fnrcn in all (•niinlrit's 
wlu'vu j'iild is lliosnln standard. Mndt'r llu'sn laws, a larKm: 
uuiouid. (i[ silv'or is ciutilnyc'd as.sult.sidiary cnins Mian wlnm Min 
(loiniif'n <d! silver was fivo. 

Tlio sumo {•midilinn nl' coinago now nxisls in Mm Mnilnd 
Sillies. VVhilo siU'ev i.s rediiei'd in imirkol; valiu' nearly nne- 
luilf, silver cuius are luaiulaiued at. i>ur, with (fold ul Mm 
old ratio, by (ho Hat- ot Mm {<overnmnnl. it- i.s trim Mud. Mm 
inu'cliUHo o[ silver, inider rnconl. law.s, involved a heavy Jo.ss to 
Mm gov(irnm('id., hut Mm free eoina;j[0 (d' silver, under Mm ratio 
of si.xteen tn one, wmdd e.xidudn j^nhl from ouv currency, detach 
Mu' tiniled Stales from the inoiu'lury .slaudard of all Mm eldef 
(•.oiiuiiereial milionsof Mm world, and e|ian;u' all e.\islin*c <'on- 
(racl.s lielwi'en indiviihials and willi I In* (>i)vernmen(. In view 
ol’tlu'se results, certain In come from Mm free cniiiiiju' of silvm', 
I uin e(iuviuc(‘d lliat until .souu' inleninlionnl arntni'emmd. 
can he made. Mm iire.senl sy.sleni of coinaj'e .slmnlil conliniu' 
in force. This has now heconm a |toliMciil, or, rallmr, a nmne- 
liiry ([Ueslion, In ho decided .sooner or laler, liy )to|udar o|tiiiion. 
at. Mm t'nlis, 'I'his subject will he fmtln'r discussed at a later 
jK'riod, wlmii ('ITorhs were made In ado|tl. the free eninii;.Ce of 
silver at. Dm old ridio, 

Ihdov to the meeting of I’onj'ii'.s.s in lleeeinlier, |.S7l), a eon- 
IvoYcrsy bail arisen hclwcen Senutov Snnuu'r and Si'crclary 
Kish, which cri'ided serious emhiirrassnmnl, and I lliink liml a 
very injiirions intliieins' dnriiiK Mml and sneeeediiif!: .•.(•.••.••ioiis of 
t tniiKrixss. Mr. Sinniier laid loiif' been ehairimin of I lie eom- 
mitten on loreiffii vehdlnn.s, and no donhl oM'iei.sed u domineer 
iujj! luiwer in this brunch of the inddic .s(*rvice, Mr. I'islt unit 
Mr. Sumner had diHered wididy in le.speel. to the annexation of 
San l)omin|.'n and (‘erlaiii di|ilonndie. itpiioiid nienls and former 
Iroara's, amoiif' Miein Mm highly imiiortant Ihipdisli ne^udiidioii 
[nv t.he sett li'inent of claims {tmwin^ out- of the war. dn tlii'se 
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topics tlio Proskloiit and Mr. Smnnor could not tijjfroo. Mr. 
Suninor inslsled that tlio hasty proclunuition hy («rcat Ih'itain 
of iioutrality botwccii the Uiiitod Stato.s and tho Southern Con* 
fcdoracy was tlio gravainO)i of tho Alal)ania claiin.s. Tho I’rosi- 
dont and Jlr. b’ish contended that this proelanialion Avas an 
act of Aviiieli avo could not. complain, o:\COpt us an indication of 
an unfriendly spirit by Croat llritaiu, and that the true basis of 
the Alabama (dainis avus Unit Croat Hrilaiu, afUn' i)r(H'.laitninff 
nontra.lily, did not enforoo it, but alloAvcd Inn- .siibjoots to build 
<’rnisoi‘s, and man, arm and uso them, under cover of tho rebel 
(la^, to tlie destruc.tiou of our eominoroial navy. 

This (liflViAnioe of opinion ladwoon ilio I’residnnt ami Mr. 
vSumiior led to the nmiovul of.lolm I4. .Molloy, our minister to 
]*]nj);laiid, who .sidml with Sniinnir, and nminesl.ionahly intonsi- 
(iod the fe.eliiifj; tlm.t had ari.scnj from the Sa.ii l)oiniii;'o Ireiity. 

As to that t reaty it avus a ('.oiKUided fact I hat before t he 
Jhesidont liad liooomo pnl)lioly oomniilled to it lie litut, Avaiviiifr 
lii.s ollicial rank, sought Mm tulvicm and c.(nm.sol of Mr. Sumner, 
and Avas ovuhmtly misled as to Mr. Snninor’.s views 011 this siih- 
jc( 5 t. Tho snhsoqnont dohatiuK, in both <nion and oxoonlivo 
session, led to Mr. Sriinnor's takiiiff tim most oxlroino and active 
opposition to tho Iroaty, in which Im array('d wi I ligixsit severity 
the conduct of the naval otiicers, the Sccretiiry of tho Navy, 
Mr. t'isli and tlm I’rcsident. Tins was allej^cul 

pnhlie (!()nver.salions with Mr. Sumner by “ int(n‘vi('wcr.s,” in 
which the molivcis of llio Pi'csident and ellnu's avci'c imjm|.fm!d. 

In tlu^ uica.ulime, social relations lietwccn tl\(^ Secretary of 
StiiLo and Mr. Snmmu' liad l>ccomc. iui]»os.sihle ; amt con.sidor- 
jiif? luimaii ])assio]), projiulic.(! and feeliii}.? anyl liin|f liko fraidt 
and coididential c.ommuni<!ii.tion hetwcMui tlu' PiA’sidtnd. and Mr. 
Smniier wiis out of Mkj ((in'siion. 

y\. imijoi'ity of the Jti^inililican S(mat.ors sided with ltl(^ I’resi- 
donl.. Wo fj[en(n‘al]y iif^reed that it Avas a ful.se-prelcmdcd 
noutraliti', and not a too Inisty piocla-mal ion of iioul.mlil.y, 
that {'aA'o ns an nmiinwi ionahle. rif^ht to denunid indemnify 
from (ireat Ih'itain for Uu' di’predations of the Alabama and 
other llufrlish cruisers. And as for tho Sa,n Domingo Insaty, a 
largo inajoi'lty of Itopniilicun Senators had voted for it tlunigli 



, I.- . . * .f, . 

on forci{j[ii r(*ltil i(Jii.s, luul lliai, tisldo from I In' lios( ih» {icrsuiiiil 
vt'laiions of Mr. Sinmior '.uni llir Sorrolnvy td Slulo, In' iliil noi, 
iiiid <’ould iiol, und would iiol, ropiTsoid, (Im viow.sof u maiorily 
of ids Id'iiuidican (■(dlc'agiK's in I In' ^^(mll^(^ and ( Inil. a. nni jnril y 
of Ids rommiMoo a/'rrcal will) Idni. (Niinniillot's aro and 
out'hl. U) ht' ur|j;aniv,od lo vt'i>vi>soni. tho Innly, givin)' a majorit.y 
of llio luomlii'rs io Mn^ pv('vailiii|j; oidnion, Iml. fairly I'njii'ostMil- 
iiig tlu' views of llio iidnoril.y. II. lias laum llio e.iisloni in I ho 
Sonal .0 io allow (nieh piirl.y l.o ehooso ils own roiHM'SOiilalivea 
in oiu’li (unmniiloo, and in proporiion lo its nnmhors. 

In Iho lf('pnlilicnn eonh'roneo Ihe lirsl. (piesiion (hal aroso 
was as lo iMr. Siiniin'r, lln was Dm oldt*.s|. Senator in eonsooii' 
live s(>rvic(', lie was endin'iii nol. only a.s a. failhfnl rt'preM('nla" 
live of Ih'pnldiran prinrii'Ies, hid as I'sjii'idally ipndiiied io lie 
ehairnum of onr foreign rolalions. Ih' InnI long held Ihui 
posit ion, and ii was nol. usual in I ho Sonalo lo <‘lnitn'(‘ I he eom- 
ndllei's, lini lo follow Iho rnh' of .seidorily, placing Sininiors 
of Iho nnijorily jtarly in iho order of their coming into iho 
Si'iialiMiml I hose of Iho minorily al I ho fooi of Iho lisl. 

In ih’ciding Mr. Sninnor's casi', in view of Iho fiicls I have 
slaled, iwo iilans wore nrgeil: 

First. To place 1dm ai Iho head of the m'W and imitorlanl. 
e.omndih'o of privilegi's and elecllons, leaving tiu' rest of Iho 
commilleo on foreign rela.lioii.s lo sland in Ihe [ireciso order 
ill had heon, with one vacancy lo h(< lilleil in harmony willi (lie 
nnijorily. 

Second To leave Mr. Sumner lo sland in his old fdace as 
clniirman, ami I o make a chango in Ihe body of (ho commil- 
leo hy Iransferring one of ils memhor.s lo anollter commilh'e. 
and III! the vaeane.y hy a Si'iiaior in liarmony with the ma- 
jorit.y. 

My own oiiitdon was lhal, Iho laller conr.so wasihomosl. 
l>olllo and jnsi ; hn(. I ho mujoril.y decided, afler fall eonsidora- 
lioii and dohalo, upon Lho ilrsl; allernulivu. 
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Simon Cameron was next, t,o Mr. Snmner on the list of 
Rcpublicau meinbei-s of the committee, and, by uniform usage, 
became its chairman. 

This affair created feeling in tlie Senate which it is diffi- 
cult now to realize, but it was decided in a Republican caucus, 
in which there was an honest dillerencc of opinion. We fore- 
saw, whichever way it should be decided, that it would create 
— and it did create — bad feeling among Sonatons, Avhich ex- 
isted as long as Mr. Sumner lived, t think it pro])or to make 
this statement of my own views at the time, though by the 
happening of great events this incident has almost pa.ssed out 
of memory. 

Mr. Sumner died in Washington, March II. 1874. lie was 
distinguished for his literary attainments, and his ,strong’oj)pO' 
sition to the institution of slavery and his severe arraignment 
of it. 'I'he brutal attack made upon him by Preston S. brooks 
created profound sympathy for him. 


CTrAPTKit. XXI ir. 

SoMK KvKNTH in jMy PiUVATK IjIKK. 

FcihIh .TonlnnHit'rt Uniiil’n AiiininlHirniinn .\tln»*V nii Mi« liy liio Tlii- 

(iiiiiuli ” — I{f|ily ittiil Slnl*‘nn'ii1 Ui’wjiuHuk My WniMly I’omivi* 

1 Am (i> tint Si*niiht fttr flu* 'riiinl Ti-nn ■ I'lip to rhi' 

Vinitln uilli roloiH'l HfuM- aiiO I'lirly Vir.il tu iin* Yt»m'iiiih« Ynl* 

!t\V — Hr»ii IHi'Rct in Ih 7*J ► * Itfl iini Vhi l'nrr*cin t’Hy nml Salt 
(jika ■— Wit fall nn HiIkIuuu YoniiK AiiIvmI linnu' 

({) Kiilrr Inl.n Out (lrri*li\v-Oriint< t'nnvaHH- 
litm t»[ Omat Titi* Mm Hi Tt-rm. 

I lTAYl'j i>uvj[Kif«'ly followi'd llio lo|j[iH|ii.ri(in of I'dnKi'c.srt (ni 
linaiic.iiil (nu'slioiiH inilil Mio )mssii;j[ti of llin n<>| (if |H7!i, 
ovtsr ulUt'v dvt'uls in niy junsniiul hisUivy mul lImV. 
of I’rcsiilciil. ( I l•;lMf . 

II. ciui Itiirtlly 111' .siiiil llml. wo Iiml a .•^Iriclly |{(‘iiiilili('iiu 
iiilininiHl Vii.1 ion, diii'in;' his Iwo lonns. W'liilo l(o)iii)iliraiis 
wiH'o .solocloil 111 lill Iho loinliii/' nllici's, ll-*- imlicy iic|(i)tl oil iind 
(ho (told rnllint< iiilliioiico around him won' piin'ly [lorsoniil. 
Ilo (ton.snllod haf finv of Iho Sonnlor.s or iMi'tnhor.s, ainl llioy 
\V(n.’o known a.s his |i('r.'ioiiai frionds. Mr. ( 'onldiiiff, hy liis ini- 
porioiis will, .soon (.[iiiiiod nslroii}.! inlhioiiin' ovor Iho I'ro'-idi'id, 
and from lids cumo IVnds, ji'uloiisios uml oomilios, (hal ji'roalty 
W('ak(!iiod Iho llopiihlii'an parly iiiid Ihroaloni'd ils asoondonoy. 
This was a poriod of hillor aocnsalions, oxh'ndiiip rrom Iho 
I’ntsidonl. to alniosi, ovoryono in pnldiit lif(<. Ihiriii'f (ho onliro 
poriod of ( iraid's adiiiinisi nil ion, I wns olniirman id' Iho ooiii' 
liiil.loo on liniilico of Iho Sonafi', and had load upon all ipios- 
I ions of laxa.1 ion, dohl , hankiiii' or linanoo, ami had oociision I o 
talk w'itli Uu! ih’osidoiil. upon Midi inoasnros, lad ho raroly 
oxprossod any Opinion or look any iidon-.l in Ihi'iii. Ilis volo 
of thu liill to incri'iiso Iho anionnl. of Unilod Sfali's nolo.s, on 
(lio ll'Jiid of A])ril, IH7'I, was an oxoi'pl ion, Inil on I his Ik* dianpi'd 
his niind, as ho had I'Xpri'.'isi'd hisa[ti)roval of Iho hill whou pond* 
in-^. Ilo was charifod wilh hoiiif' in a whisky rinK iind with 
oUior oltonsivo inipiilalions, all of nhidi v.cro ujlhonl Iho 
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Hliglito«{. I'oniulaiioii. (Innoml (iviini. was, in cvory sonnet <>[ 
bho word, an hoiiosb man. llo was so lionosb lliab Im did nob 
sn.spccb oblior.s, and no douhb conlidod in, and was friondly 
wibli, blio.so wiio abnsod liis oonlidonco. lb was a poriod of 
slander and scandal. 

1 did nob os(nii)0 bho t^onoral criminal ion. V iisnally mob 
ac.cu.sabions wibh siltmeo, as my ac.cusm’s wor(» answj>r('d by 
obliors. in jilarc-li, 1.S71, bho (!incinnali “Mnquircr” c.oiiiaimxl 
llui following imimlabion: 

arn iiiforniiMl llmt ii ^onUoiiiuii \v)ui liUrly lllhal u li'HiJiniHiljli' 
in lliiH ally, \vIm» Iiiim nuMnilly n^Uinual fmni \VaHlniii((()M, Miys flml iho 
SoullunMi |{iiiln>inl l)ill um>uI< 1 Inivo piiaaml tlu» (hiifial Slah'H Sinniti* If it 
liad iinti iiiifmlumilnly, hajjpnmal llmt Scimlnr SlMniimit liml no pa- 

cniiiiirv inlnrost In It. In (Im'ho iltiyH, and wjlli miuOi ( U IuIu’h 
tn oil llm wlioi'U tif Ip^iHlution/’ 

On llu^ lulli of Miivc.li I \\vi)U) l.o fli(^ (MliiorH of Mid ** Kn- 
quirov^* Min rollowiiip; iinM^, ar(nr quoMng l.Iio t^dil.nriitl : 

MnITKD STATV:rt Skkatu Moiamhku, ) 
Wakimnoton* fthiivli IJJ, IH7L \ 

To Tine lOoiToim ok tiik » lONgtoKKii ; * 

(tKMTI.km leNf : • Sonin <inn, porliupH in yonr oillnn, kinihIh nn^ tlu» follow- 
inp odiloriul, cut from your paper: 

* * * * It ♦X' * * 

/Ml I nan say in ri'^ply in llnit it> coidainH u falHnliooil and u nulnniny. 
1 inirodnnnd lliii liill for (lio Sontinu'n Jdiilnaul ; am nlron^ly in favor 
of i(, aii<l jnohand it at nviny hIiioo an rapally uh 1||{^ rnlim of |)in Son* 
iilii and tiin stninp; o[ipoHilinn to it \Vi>uM allow* 'Phin Icnown l>v <'Vniy 
Smiulor, and I am i|inln nnin ifndj^t^ Tlmnnan and Mr* Davinwoidd naj' ao. 
i aloiio look an adivo inlori’Mt in I.Im' liilli and at llm very inommil ynnr imH- 
(orial waa rrriMVnd I wan pritaain^ a Hi^pnhlitain eaucuH (o inalo^ it an oxt^i'p* 
lion to a n'Holiillon not in lakl^ up /^iuiornl looiHlution at IliinH'SHion. hlviu y 
one familiuv with t\uv vnUm know that, it nvuh Uvts nlu'cn'd Ux\\y lotry to paw 
the ihll on llm hint rlay of lint i‘Hponiidly an a^ainaL ciur appiopria 

(ion hilla. Wlimi it <lia*H paas it will (akn dayn of j|ol»afo, and will mil ro 
i!oivn anppoi'f from any of ytnir poli(ic*jd nHMtic*iali*H» wlat lliiiiK Kmilnoky 
<ain hloi'lc up all iiilini^onrHO hidwiam lln^ norlli and aondu Still I yioldod 
lo ounmsl doairo of dm tmatiam lo try to ^ot u voloi hut failotl to 
the llom* at )l okdoi'k in tln« niorniiif^, tint only mninont it wan posnililo lo 
Hiilnnit nvmi tli(« motion hi laki^ it up. Tim liill lo aholiali llm duly on <*n]d 
waa liikon up ami wmh not aedrd oiu nor woiiM dm railioad hill, i»r any oliim' 
conl(«Hlml hill, Imvo pasni'd at tlmt atiioo of (|n« aosHioji* 


Ah t() (1 h» Imnn iniptiliilinii ynu nflnhuli' ii> *n who liUi'ly 

jllliul a r(‘H|innHilpln in t)iis t'lly/ i <*Hn niily Hiy l)nil» il ori^- 

willi ynu (ii‘ iihyniM» nlwis it is uKorly falHo, Ninllu'r in lliis Miir in 
any uitaisuio lliaf Ims passisl or in jHniiliii/r^ Imvo I liat! any flirrnt 

ja^nuuuvy inlinvHl. I vospoot fully usk tluiL you print tluw, utul hIku tkn 
nanm i»f (Iin ' ^’initUniuin * yon rnfor <o. 

1 inlinal, in llio inliM'osts (»f iJio i-lly <»f rniiiMiinati and of tlm wIkiIo 
I' onnlry, (o pinns lln^ Soiitlnnn llailroad liill, inn! U\ aiunihs iln piiHHii|^n us 
Honn as |K»hHiiiln, Imt it is lathnr [aun* (UHiouni^^uniiinil lo naul mA\ lihniH in 
a pvomiuout papnr In your uity» Vnura oUut JoriN Sm:uMA.N» 

TIuh wiiH followt'dliy un luiicln in llio “Kiniuin'r" (MiiIkkI- 
i(Kl ill uiy voiily, lus J'oIIowh : 

■\VAMiHNtm»N, Aftiroli liO. IH71. 

tilCNTl.KMK^^ : In your uOilorial in llin ‘JOinjuiror' of Maroh !7» in <’<»in- 
inunlin^ on iny canl to yon an to niy luUion cm iho C'inniiinali Sonllunn 
Iluilroad bill, yon mpout niy Hlaloniont tlnit ♦noilhiu* in linn nor in any innna* 
urn tbut lma]msHrd is pundinjj[, bavo I bud any pmnudavy inlnroal/ 

and yon nay : 

‘If lliiH in Inns )m lias {’iMluiidy boon n voiy badly Hlaiidorisi ^oiilliUnan. 
SoJinOiow or itihiM' tlnnn is a pupular irnpn*Hsion ibiU Mj-. i^ltoriiian Ihih roji* 
Irivod (o niak(« Ins isniia'ofion willi jxiliiii'H a lii^lily linujilivo bnsinosSf anil 

dial lias I'xliibihsb siiii’n lii^ lias I in (kin|irrHs, ii worldly thrifc that is 

nniiaikabb^. TIjoio is a furdior iinprossioii dial lio is now a viuy rbdi tiian» 
wIioKsiH^a fow yoaiHUf^o^ hoforo lio was in puldlo ulTaiis^ Ins oinuiiostuiiros wmo 
doi'idislly inodonilo. Jknlia|m onr sonalonal frioiid may iio|. bi« awiin^ of 
tbn oxislonon of (Iwho tlovo{.ral<tw ropovCs, ami will tbank ns f\»r ^ivinj,( Idm 
an nppni'lnnif y, now tlad lin knows of Ihoir I'xislonoo, to disprovt^ dnnn/ 

I liavn not iasni l^oiorant dial Iboro lias Ihmui a shidiod ofTorl asoriliiMl 
liy inn to (hn ooiniiioii taodos of political warfaro (o oroafn tlio iiiiprc«HHion, 
by vu^nin ininunido» that I liiivn iisotl my oillnial |iosition to rniiko innjmy for 
inysoir, 1 know (hat dns rliar^n or inumfation is vvitbont tlm slip;|dc'Hl 
ronndalioii, and I now ri'piMit dial I iii*V(>r was pooiijiiarily inlonmtisl in any 
ipmslion, bill or amilor bnforo ron^poss; ibat I nnvor ViMM'ivtul anylliiii^ in 
mojM^y, or |»ropor(y» or proniiHi*, diriMUly or imliroodyt ftir my voto nr inlln 
(‘linn in Coii^k^hh or in dii‘ dopaiinnnils ; fbal I liav(» htmlimiHly avoidisl 
Piif^a^iii^ in any laiHinnss dnpondiii^; npoii b^^isliition in ('on^r(‘sH. 'rtm 
only (‘iiliU'prisn in wliinli I nvnr oii^a^od, wliii'li rrsls upon an lo’t of Con 
IjfivsH, is that in IHIW, nflor dm bill pnssod nudmri/in^ llio oonslniotion of a 

slriMit railroad in diis nity, f, widi ollini'H, opoidy snlwnibod 

undmioolc (o build it in piimniuino of (la^ act of ('nii^(n'KM, 

Kroin dm position iiHsi^msl mn Imm, I liavn bad to doa) witb jriMUt ipms. 
lions involving our fliiannial systnin of niirminty, tiixos and dobl, ami J (am 
uppind to all nvy ummiutnu in tkmjLjrnss, lu nunb of dm nmlnonl nmn willi 
whom, as »Soninlarins of ibn IVoasuryi 1 liuvn boon inlimahs and Kutvnry iniui 
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of tlio luultituclo with whom I hiivo boon brought into oontrtoi» to 
wliothor I Imvo ovor boon inlhioncocl in my courso by ]mouiuury inloroHt. 

Rut you any tlmt tho improssion is limt I am u vury rioh man, wIumhiim, 
boforo I was in publio alTaiia, my oiroumslaiuiOH wcsro clooichully inofU?viiio* 
This allogatiou GonlaiiiH two gross oxaggorations* "VVlion I onlorocl publio 
lifo, I was largely ongagod in my profosslon and other luorutivo businosH. 
If I had not cugugod in polilioH, I might Uavo boon Ihn lioh man you 
suppose. J am not this day rolalivoly riohor, eoiiHidoring iho olmngod valun 
of piop(uty, than 1 was when 1 onterod ilin Rnmilo. Some limo ago it wan 
stuiod in your pa])or that! was worib milli<)ns. A vory snnill frauli(»n, in- 
dood, of ono niiUion dolhiiH will oovor all I am wcn tli. iMy pr(»[Jorlv oon* 
sisls mainly of roul ostato, palpable to tho cyo, and llio rost of it is ohiofly in 
a railroad with wliioh I was oonnootod boforo I oiitorod ])nblio lifo, 

1 binm maiiagod my l)UBinoSS affairs willi rcMiHoniiblo oaia*, prndoiuus 
ooonoiny and suoooss. What 1 have is tho rosull of this. 

You kindl}^ nITor mo an o])])nj tunily to dinprovn to yon tlmstv roporls, 
Woll, liow nan I? What ohargo is inadn against nude' How ran I Hgbl 
shadows? How min ii man provo iiiinsolf iniioooul agaiiiHt an innumidoV 
But as you ofVor ino Iho opportunity, I lunv invito Mr, Farun to oenut' 
to my homo at Afansflold, and I will hIiow him nil 1 jjohsosh tlioro, and ion- 
dor him II full iiocount of all I havo olsowhorn, and if t uariT fairly auoonnl 
tor it wilhoui being ans)>eolod ol voooiving briboH, or gifts, or sthuUng, limn 
lio can ropoat those basoloss aooufiations with an oimy ocmsoioiu^o, 

You may aslc why I havo not mot llioso ctorogutory roporlH boforo. 
Porhaps I ought, but I fool tlio humiliation of such a oontrovorsy, and 
thought it iimo onongh wlion a spooiflo ohargo wan imido. Ami 1 am told 
by Mr. IlodgoH, iny fornior law ]jartnor, that in luy uIihoihus Iasi miimnor, 
ho ooiTOClod somo gross miHsliiUmionls in yoiu* )m])or iibmit im*, and thiit 
you rofusod or nogloolod to publish it- -oven to noihm it. An, hnwovor, 
you now, in a on nr loons way, invitii this loiter, T lako groat ploasuro in 
ao(!o])ting your olTor. Vary truly yours, John Shkkman. 

^^Ksslm. Fauan & Mtd/KAN, odiUns of tho ‘ JOiupiiroid 

X doubted tlio ]u)lic.y of iny jmldislung siitdi a It^tltu*, ov of 
talcing tiny notitK^ of so iiultWiiiilo a cliavg<h bvit l la^ n'sponst^ 
from the juths wtts fair, ospotnally from Urn “Sliinld and 
Haniior,” ti Domocnitic papov priniocl in Mtinslitdd, as bdlows: 

** Wo pnldisli a lollor of Hon. John Shorman 1 (j tho odilurs (jf iho Oin- 
oinniili ‘Enquirer/ It is liardly nroossary that wo Hlioubl say llial wo Inivi^ 
no sympathy wilh tho political croud of John Shinnuin. Ih'lwoon him and 
ns ihoro is a vast and wide difforonco ; but wo arc not, wu* inisl, so nniuh of 
iho jiartisan that wo oannot do justioo to a noigldmr, if ihiil iioighlior dilVors 
with UH. AVobavo known Jolin Shoriuan, not <ndy during all his publio lib^ 
but from tho limo wo bocarno a rosidont of ManHllold, now oovoring* a pnrluil 


lliirlv p'lOH, iiit'l wo liitvo nlwavH liiinwii liim ii« iinliislriiiUH, |>riiiloiil iiihI 
taii'oriil ill Ilia |ir<ifi‘aHiiiii, uixl ri'oiioiiiioiil mul lliriflv in iiia \\ i> 

idnuoi) voiy litllo cio.lKnoo in tlio nnnoia tlial !o« wii« « num of immonvo 
woiiUli. ItiH iu<nu>vly in moHlly iu iviil oadilo. Il<' wiia fnilniiiil.* in 
liiijf liiiltl of very (loaiiiililo |iroiu«iiy in ninl iinnnul onr oily, nml llm intviinia* 
in tlmt liiiH (loulilti'as ^'ivoti liiin ii ooin|ioli'noo ; lint il is folly to olmijr,. |,ini 
witli boiit^ni inillioniiiio. Wo Imvo, in ooinnion willi onr iioi^fliliorM, onjoyfil 
lii.H lKis|iilalily, aiiil liia alylo of living ia noillo'v v'Slviunj'anl nov oatonlnlioiia. 

“ ^iv. Slionmm i« ouo of ouf lownamon, mnl nlllioiijfli all wmii}' an u |iii|i< 
lioiaii and Mtalosnian, and luildiiijf (o a oroi'd wo iiKoi ly diNii|i|novo, ho i« a 
hiffliniindod and hoimrahlo man, and wo am liomid In aooo|tl hia hlalotnonl 
about Ilia jioouniaiy’ alfaii’H aa Iruo,” 

I ]iavo ofloii Kiiico 1)0011 acfU.Mod of Mio iTiiiio of *' lioiiiff l it’li," 
but UN iioavly all my vosHOHsioiiM art) viHiblo I n I ho iiakiul nyo, 
ami lluiir lu.story ami ac(|ni,si(inn aro kiinwii In so many, 1 
lliink I am not roquirotl 1.0 fimvo Mial- 1 havo not imuh' llioiii 
as tbo rosnll. of lo/fislal.i(in nr my linltliiiK imbHii Inisls. 

My .soc.nml innn in ilin iSoniiin ('.vpinul on llm-llli nf Miii'i’b, 
lS 7 il. ‘i'li(» I'h’ci inn of my siicri-ssoi" tlnvoiviul ninui I he Inpislu- 
i.iiri' lliat. nonvtimul on llm iirsl. Momlay of .Innmiry, iSV'J. 

'I'lio canvuss in Ohio, in llm snmmt'r uml full of 1 S 71 , was mi 
imlivo ami I'Sril-ing mm a))tl uU-nudml pmul inlorcsl in ullmr 
slulos, 'I'lu) rt'suil. wouhl imtiniti) (Im si rmipl li nr wfukimss of 
(Iniui-’s mlmiiuslraltmi, I fell. i(. was mu'cssmy, md only f<iy 
my ro-nlor.linn, Iml. for Um surci'.ss of llm Hoiuililicmi imrly, llml. 
('vory oltnrh slinii 111 bo matin (.n (>lnfl. ti Ht'iiiililifiin miijnrily in 
tho It'gislaiiirn, ami 1 , (.bt'n'fnrt', at llm slttlo ftinvi-nl inn iiml 
in most of l.lm (tongmssional ilisl riels of Obio. ntiiili> enrimsl 
spooclms in bt'lial f of fim, slain (inktif and nitmibni.s of liming- 
iHliiLni'o. I rnnnivnd ninny Inl.Inr.s of nnnoiiiiignmnni, oiin of 
wliinb, from Snnal.or CariPtmlnr in rnft'rniien In niy speenb in Hit' 
I’.onvnntiou, I insi'rl.: 

WAxiiiNin iiN, 1 ). t'.. .lull rn, is'ii. 

IIos. .fon.v Kiii;k.m,\n, 

Dm.mi Silt: I Imvo jual mad yoiir ti|ioi<i'li li> tho tUnlo l'■•loonlil■ll nf 
Ohio, ll is n})lc>iill<l. Tim only fanll I hio-o to llnd with il i", ilmt yim 
Imvo odvcroii llin wludo t(muiid iiinl rodnood iik ‘Ii-n-ih- ligiiti' tu tho iioooh- 
mly of mjmuling atul oluboraling. Tliiw is o. cy itimn >;f' .»/<>, i; >nu mirla 
havo loftHDitm lojiio of itm noxt oiiiii|mi|<;ii iniloiiohod, fur n>> In dwotl ii|<iin. 
Ihtl ynii Imvo |iro-oinplod ovorylhing and wo iiiiihI. follow nfii«r. 

Very Uuly yoiire, ,\Ia i f II. t’.Miri si i ir. 
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The logislfituie was elected in October, 1871, but the major- 
ity for tlie llepul)licans was so small that the election of a lle- 
pnblican Senator was in doubt. 

1 received many lieaity letters of congratulation on our 
success in Ohio fi'om my colleagues in the Senate, among them 
one from Senator Conkling as follows ; 

thiCA. N. V.. October 13, 1871. 

Wos. John Siikiiman, Maxskikld, Ohio. 

Mv Dkah Siii: — ITiivijig waited for eovtaintios louciiing youv eloeiion 
and tiio legisjjiturc, and having watched tlio canvass with sincere solieiludo, 
1 congiatuiato yon most heartily upon the resnlt. 

Voiir own speeches liavo boon among tlio best you over imido, and your 
canvass has been full of the withont which no canvass and no political 

contest is thorough or truthful, 

Tliis state is our.s un!(?ss the people are discouraged from voting in the 
eounlVY by the belief that with M\umuany to count, it uuiUcrs not wluU 
jjiiijurity rt>ll up above the Tligldands. 

Notwithslaiiding the grievous statciuent of tlio ‘Tribune’ and inspired by 
the ‘Tribune,’ wo ]ia\'o duiio nothing harsh to the anti-admiiiistralion miuor- 
ity, but tho least and mi Iciest thing which would prevent a split in onr or- 
gani/alion with trouble for iiio future, a tic) probably a double delegation in 
tlie next national convention. Vours since roijs Koscok Conkun<;. 

Ib was conceded that a decided majority of the itopublican 
momlters of tlio legislatm’o were iu favor of my re-cloctiou, 
l)ut it was believed tliat an effort would bo made by livo 
Republican members to combine with the Democratic members 
iind thus secure the election of ox-Oovernor Jacob D, Cox. 

A Uopublican legislative caucus was convened on the oveii- 
iug of January Itii.to nominate a candidate. The first and iii- 
forinal ballot ga\ e me (51 vol es to 14 .scattering and tho second 
ballot 71 voles to 4 scatlering. 'I’bis settled tbo matter unlc.ss 
tho few di.ssenting votes could combino with tlie .solid Deino- 
{U'atic vote upon .somo oilier candidate. U was soon found 
that this attempt would be abortive, ius several Democrats, 
and especially those from llichlaud and l'’airliold counties, 
would vote for mo if the choice came between Cox and my- 
self. Every ell'ortwas made by Ceneral Ashley and the few 
otliers who were opposed to my nomination to combine upon 
anyone who could defeat mo. 'they ofl'cred their support to 
CTOVoruor Jlayos, hut this was promptly refused by him. The 
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.suin' <'IT(iil. was wilh (iovn’imr Ih'iniison, (li'iii'nil 

lii'ld aiiil <it'iu>rnl Srlimn'k, tvml faiit'd. 

Till' joiiil. ('i)iiv('mI iiiM fnr llii’ (•Inrlinii (if a Smalm' was ladil 
i>i\ lh(' siTi'ud Taastlay of .luuum'y, 11 was iiu oinM\ nu'oliiij.f. 
Tlio Vdl iiiff was soon nvi'f on roll cull, un<l (ho ri'sull- wa.s as 
ridlows: Slu-rmau 7.'l ; i\Uiip;uu (i I ; fox 1; SfUcurU 1; I’crry !. 
Tims 1 was ('It'clcd liy six inajorily over nil. \\'la’ii lln.s ro.siill 
was known livo l)mnocnils cliuiif'cil from jMorfj;aii lo Cox, ami 
ollmrs worn iircpariii!' lo doso wlinii liinulniianf iJovnriior Miud- 
h'l' aniionncnd (In' r<'siill> of I tin volt'. 1 In was an niinnalt'tl (!nr- 
jinm of lii|fh siaialinff, Iml. Ills Miij'li.sli was vary inipnrfnnl-. Mis 
tlt'cisioii Hail. I, liaviiig n'ct'ivtul a inajorily of llin vtilns casl, was 
(Inly ('Incit'd, was clearly ri|^hl , and I Ills was concndnd, 1ml. his 
iinpnrrt'c.i. Mimlish crcalnd grnai. noise and ninrrininni.. il was 
prinfnd in llin “ Ohio Slalnsman,” on llit'samn day, as follow.s: 

“.Itiliii .'^lii'iitmii, Imviiijj j'i'iHtivi’il w^vi'iily- (liri'a vhIi'm for 1 ’n'.>'iili'nl in 
(.'oii'fri'MS I liiii<;li(<‘i' |, I nii'iiii for Si*iinlor in ( wliii'li lii'inj*; ii 
amjoiily "vi'r idl (In’in oiliri.n, I lll•^•lllH'M .lolin Sliornuni duly cli'cli'd S,.ii. 
lUor in t 'otae*'''-' fconi ( Itiio." 

If Ihn chaiipiii^' of Ihn iniiiorily vole hail piocecdcd, .soinn of 
lilt' Dnmocraiic. voles wmdd liavt' hceii casl for me, and nt,v ma- 
jorily would ha vn henn increased, Iml. I iireferred I he elect ion as 
il. occarred. Myeleclion for Ihn lliird lerni was afler a hol. 
polilical conlesi, hill. il. lefi. no wounds unhealed. iMosl. of Ihn 
gi'lillenu'ii o[ipo.sei| lo me liecanit' aflerwards niy warm friends. 

In .Inly, I.H7J, I wo nioiilhs afler Ihn clo.se of Ihn se.^’sioii of 
Congress, I received Ihn following teller from Thoinas A. 
Scoll, Presideiil. of Ihn Texas and I’acilic. Ihiilroad Conipany : 

l’ini..\in:M*iii.«, .Inly IP, l.s.'i. 

)lo.*^. .Tna.v Sio'itM.v.N, Minihllidil, Oliio. 

My lli:,vi(Sni: A f.>\v g.'iillennni c.innr.'t.'d villi (li<> 'I' i.mh nn.l I’m 
oidii |•ll|^ll, inid itiyHi'lf, j.riij.umi in ^«i lo (Im I’ucillo (■iim‘i(, li'uviug ri(iluili<l|>liiii 
iilioiil Ihn Dilli (o dm Indi of Angnr<l. 

If ymir l•ngllgnun•nN will )i«.nnil, f hIiuII Im vnry ffhel Ia‘l<'''*l I" Ihim' 
ymi go willi iiH. 

I inn gniiig friMit Sint l<'rinn'i»i'o In San 1 lingo, innl >.|iidl r.'lnin hy wity 
(if Sail i''nniciNi'o ; iho (n|i will oci>ii|iy ihirly 

PhaiHt' lot iim Imar from yon, and, if |iii'*>iili|o, |i<t nn* Imiyc llin |>li'[i-<nr.* 
(if yniir <!oin[iuiiy. Vory (rnlv yoni.n, 

Tlln.MAo A. .Sc io i, I'lf-.iilrnl. 
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1 accepted the invitation, and with a very agreeable i«irty 
of ladie.s and gentleineii, among whom wore Mr, W. T. Walters, 
of Baltimore, and his daughter, made my first voyage to the 
Pacific coast, Mr. Scott, as president of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company, had coinmand, by conrtosy, of every conven- 
ience of travel. Wo had a dining car which wo could attach 
to any train, with ample i-oom for beds, and a full supply of 
provi.sion,s. The journey to San Francisco Avas broken by sev- 
eral stops on the way at places that avc thought interesting. 

Great changes had occurred in the brief period since my trip 
in an ambulance Avith Goneral Sliorman. The Indians and bnf- 
faloe.s liad disappeared from the plains, tho foimicr i)laccd on res- 
ervations distant from the railroad, and tho latter hy gradual 
e.xtinction. Wlion we crossed tlio haramic plains 1 was in, to 
me, a “terra incognita,” 'I'lio great basin of Balt l/ake, Avith 
tlie varied and pictui esqno sccnory to the east and west of it, 
attracted our attentioji, but the want of Avater, tho dry air, the 
dust and the absence of trees and vegetation of any kind, con- 
demn all that country to Avastc and desolation, except in a 
few cases Avhere iri-igation can bo had. The Nevada rungo of 
mountains was cros.sed at night, but avo Avero to o,\ploio them 
on our return. When the broad valley of tho Sacramento 
opened to onv view, \\^e could hardly express our delight. Here, 
indeed, was tho land of gold, Avith its clear air, its grand moun- 
tains, its rich plains. 

Aside from the wonderful variety of it.s scenery, tlie liistory 
of California lias alAA'ays excited poetic interest — its long set- 
tlement by mixed races living in quiet peaceful harmony, 
mainly as herdsmen and shcpherd.s, suddenly disturlicd and 
conquered Avithout bring a gun, by an aggressive race Avho soon 
revolutionized the habits of the natives, and planted a new civ- 
ilization, Avitli all the bud as Avell as the good olcmcnhs of our 
race. Thou the discovery of gold, immediatoly folloAving iho con- 
quest of California, dreAV to it, from all parts of the United 
States, the most restless and adventurous of our population, some 
of tlie worst and many of the best. The rapid admixture of 
tlieso diverse elements threatened for a time hostile conflicts, 
in Avhich criminals, under cover of laAv, committed murder and 


otlu'r crinK'.s, und [u'lUM'fnl, law-iiMilin” i-ili/rnswi-v.' fumiudltnl 
io aplit'itl lo foiroaiKl moli law l«t ihvm'Im' aivili/al imi. 

Tlui lailway .scKiit iis lltrnuj'li Sarranu'nln W> San 

Kniticiscu, wlicrn wn ivmaiiK'd si-vinal days. Wi- Wfii' iKiinlly 
ivc(‘iv(‘(l and <>id('Haiiicd, 'I'ln' id Srult was nul 

Mk'H Cavorcd in San l•’|•anl•i.sl•fl, Iml lids did iml iniwi'iil unr 
In'ai'ly w'clconn’. Il('n> 1 nnd Mr. llnUislnr, wlnnn I laitl UniAvn 
in (diin. Iln was l.ln> .sln>|ilnT<l id (‘alifurida. I wa.s in 

fiirnind lliat hn nwiii'd .sliri'ji, disidi'd iniu llmdv.s ul 

ahold. (lacli. Tlioso Hocks won’ winicicd al a lai|.!:(' ranch 
nciar llin I’aciiic. coask hclon^ini-!: lo him. 'rho idinmli' was 
mild, and (ho .shoi'p could live w illioni shcllcr dnrinfc I ho w in- 
t.('r. M'ho lioc.k.s w’onld stark ouskwardly over I ho proul valley, 
oacli (lock c.ari'd i'or hy ashopliord, a hoy and a do|.r. foodinf' in 
kho open connlry, sonm of llio Hocks roachiuK (ho Mariposa 
valley, oni' linndrod mill's a.way. Whi'ii Iho pras.i failoil llioy 
W'oro Inrnod tolhowosk (o Ihoir homo. Whothor (his (alo is 
an o.xai^'^orat ion I caiinol say, hnk corlain it i.sflial at Mini linio 
shoo)» raisinf' and Iho ))rodnclion of wool wa -ono of Mio chief 
indiislrios oft 'a lifornia. I lotli.sl or w a.s a I; o ini ore. I od in w oolon 
mannfaclnro, cs)»ocially of hlankols, oiptal (o ao> in (lie world. 
Will'll I know him in Ohio, ho and his hiolhor won' Iho own- 
ors, hy inhorilunco, of a lurjo' and valnaldo farm in l.ickinj.' 
coiinhy. W'hon /.(old was di.M’ovorod in t 'nlitnrnia, llollislor 
Hold (o his hrolhor one-half of Iho farm, and willi (In' )trococds 
plivchasod a larf'o (lock of Iho hi'.sl Mhio.'dioop, and dnivo Ihoni 
to (liiU(!nrniu, (akiniit two your.s for Iho jonrno.v. lie wa . fond of 
(olliiij.? Ids lulvoid nros, and pmiidof his .hiioco I h' ilii d a h-w 
years si lien in (‘uliforniii, Iml wliolhor liis poo.l forlimo fol- 
lowed him (o I ho closo of his lifo I do iiol know. Mo wii \(*ry 
kind 1.0 our parly mid accompaniod ns lo San I'ii-oo. 

I'h'om San I'Vanciscowo madi' a (rip lo Iho .M.nijm a Mio\o, 
luul tho Yosoniilo valley. Wolruvolod hv rail lo a : mail ; lation 
noiu’l'.sk kho provn. Tlioii hy slil^jo wo mdo In (In' Il•rnlinl1•i of 
tho lino, I'Voni thorn wo wonk hnk a slnnl di lams' lo Iho 
provn. This majc.slic. survivor (d ( ho forest has lioi-ii.n ollon 
cloKcrihed Ihak details urn nid. uocossury. \V«' nio.r mod Iho 
trees, and rodo on Imrsohiick noarly otio liundiod In i llinmpdi 
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one of the fallen inonstei’s. We also atteniptccl to form a ring 
with hands and arms extended around ono of those trees, Imt our 
parti' was not numerous cuough tu encircle it. I felt a sense 
of insignificance when I realized the long life of some of these 
trees, ostimatod to span forty generations of men, and still in 
health and strength. We returned to the stage station and 
again uuuiuted onr horses and mules for the perilous advenUuo 
of a descent into the Yosemito valley. It .so happened that 
iMr. hell, the kcci)er of the station, was a former resident of Bell- 
ville, in llichland county, Oiiio, in which T live. Jfo know ino 
well, and his wife 1 knew as the daughter of a leading fanner 
of that county. I thought 1 might utili/.o this acquaiiita.nco 
hy asking him to see that 1 was well mounted to iloscond to 
the valley, Much to my surprise a spirited hor.so, well ac- 
couliod, wa.s brought out for Colonel Scott, and a .shaggy slun b- 
loggcd mule, with a (California saddle and a common hut stout 
bridle, was brought oul. forme. I felt that Boll had disregarded 
the obligation of “ auld accpiaintanco,” but said nothing. 

My mount started at the hcols of the cavalcade in a steady 
walk, but 1 noticed ho was suro-footed, and that, at the end of 
two or three weary liouns, ho hud passed most of the party and 
soon after wa.s close in the wako of Colonel Scott, in the 
meantime, I had noticed that I was the snhjocfc of incrrimonl.. 
My foot worn in close proximity to tho ground. 'J'ho length of 
my log.s was out of pi'oportion to that of tho logs of tho nuilo. 
When w(i cunio to descend tho mountain, however, at an angki 
of nearly hu ty-livc degrees, on a very narrow path, I found that 
iny mule could turn I, ho beiuls of the track, and, by a peculiar 
gathering of hi.s foot, could slide down didicult places, while 
(Jolonel Scott, on his already jaded homo, was troubled and 
worried. He dismounted when tho path widened and asked 
mo to go ahead. Ifo then followed mo, loading hi.s horse. 
After that, 1 made up my mind that my Kichlaml county friend 
had not failed me in my hour of Jiccd. 

As for the scenery through which wc wore passing, no lan- 
guage c,an dcscril)o it. Wc saw, four tlmusavid feet below, a 
beautiful litllo valley about half a mile wido at tho widest 
part, with what appeared to bo a very small stream dancing 
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along from side to side of the valley, and surrounded by pre- 
cipitous inountaius iu every direction. The c}^e and mind can 
now vividly recall the picture of the scenes then around ino. 
My mule had my confidence, but. T (eared lost some fatal mis- 
hap might befall some of my companions, and especially T 
feared for a lady who ventured the journey, but she fortunately 
displayed pluck and coolness, and at the end of the day ivo all 
arrived at the hut in the valley safe and sound, but very weary. 
Since that time, I understand that a good road has been made 
up the valley, by which tourists can enjoy tho grandest scen- 
ery in nature, without tlie risk we took. 

We enjoyed a hearty supper of plain food, and a sound sleep 
on coru-liusk mattresses. The next day avo explored the val- 
ley, and enjoyed the changing vieu's of near and distant momi- 
taiiis. These have often been described, but they can only be 
appreciated by a personal visit. Wo loft tbe valley by anotlior 
route to the north, and reached the railroad by a different line 
of stages. 

Returning to San Francisco, we took the boat for San 
Diego, stopping, on tho way, at Santa Barbara and San l^dro. 
From this place we drove to IjOS Angeles, then a typical Mex- 
ican town of great interest. Tho good people hoped for tho 
railroad, but Colonel Scott expected tho road of which ho was 
president would be able to reach San Diego. 

Our arrival at San Diego was an event of interest to the 
few people of that town. Wo inspected tho remarkable harbor 
and the surrounding country. It was apparently a good site for 
agveat city. Fresh water Avas tho great want and rain-falls Avere 
rare, but it Avas claimed that an ample supply of Avatcr could 
bo had from the hil].s. The veal obstacle to that site, as a ter- 
minus for the railroad, Avas the mountains east of San Diego, 
Avhich, upon a survey, Avere found to be oxtromoly difficult, and 
this turned the route to Los Angeles, over natural passes and 
through tho beautiful region of San Bernardino. 

We returned, by boat, to San Francisco, and soon after 
turned our Avay eastward. We stopped at Reno, and Avent by 
rail to Cai'soD Citj', the capital of Nevada. It Avas then an em- 
bryo town. From there Ave wont to Lake Tahoe, one of the 
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finosli liodioH of walor on i.ho oarlli. Us cloar, cold whUms Idled 
a naUiniA Imsin in t ho inidsl. of (.ho N(U'ii.da vaiif^o of nionnlaiits, 
which was supplied hy I.ho molUnp^ snows, AVo llu'ii voturnod 
(.0 (,’ar.son (lily, ascoiuhid, hy rail, an incliinsl plain of hip[h 
PfViidc, lo Virginia (,'ily, Jlost of Iho parly <lcsc.oiidod inlolho 
iniiKw, hid, r was provonli'd from doing so hy an al.laidt of nmi- 
ralgia, a complaiid. from which 1 noviT sulVorod hofon' or ,siMc(', 
caiis('d, as il, was said, hy Iho high all iindo and lliiii air. Hero 
1 iiK'l. sovoral nalivos of Ohio, who had soiighl. Ihoir forl.uncs 
in Iho far wt'sl,. '^ll(^y wo.ro very kind l.o Iho parly and lo 
niysi'lf, II. gol. lo ho a c.oniiiton ri'inark, Ihal. Ohio had ovmy- 
l.hing good in Iho wosl. I ccadd answc'r I hal. Mii'V all .sooiiu'il 
Id d(\s(U‘Vo wind, liny Inal. I was disposed lo hi> pioinl of llioni 
and (d' my ual iv(( stale, Imt .soon afli'V, on I ho way oust, wo 
hoard of an alrooions imirdor c.ummii.ltMl Ity two Oliio nion. 
This l.iii’iiod I.ho lahlos on my nalivo stale, and I was c.oni- 
polk'd 1.0 c.oiifoss Ihatr had mmi (suno from Ohio as widl as from 
other sla.l.os; hut, if so, Ohio pimphi oxc.ollod in tho atrocity of 
their crimes as well as in the o.vc.ollonce id' their morilsl 

Our ne.xt stopiang place was at. Salt hake Oily. Wlialover 
opinion wo may ha.ve id' tho ridigimis creed and dogmas of Iho 
Mormons, wo ca.nu(d, deny tlie indiisl.ry and conrago id' ihal, 
sec.t in hnilding np a city in a wildt'rnoss wlioio natural condi- 
tions sooniod to forhid ail hope of sni'ciws in such an I'ldorpriso. 
And yet, tlii're it was, a wi'll-ordm'od city laid out wilh s<|naros, 
avonuos, si roots, and rosovvations for schools, chundios and 
other puldic. uses, with water introdiicod in great ahnndance. 
All the uoods of city life were provided, such us stores, markids 
and shops. Wo were invited liy the didegale in Congress, from 
Utah, to call on lhighn.ni Yomig, and wo did .so. No was a 
large, woli-hnill. nni,n, then ahoid, sixty years old. lie look 
groat interiwt in the enterprise of Colonel Scott and seemed 
familiar with all the ra.ilwa.ys hiiilt or projected in the wesleni 
country. Tlu'ro was nothing in his conversal ion or manner 
that indicated I he "crank,” nor did he oxhilnl, any of Iho signs 
of a, /ealot or fana.lic„ Mo made no nllnsions lo his creed or 
the. hahits of his followers ami hetrayeil no egolism or pride, 
lie has died since hut the m'gani'/.ation ho loft indiind him is 
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still ill oxistcnce, and the Jrorjnoii Faith is still tlio (iroed and 
{fnidc of the great body of those who followed Brigham Young 
into the wilderness, and of their nuinoroiis descendanl s. It is 
to he hoped that the governinont and iieople of tho I'niled 
Bfates will lot the Mormons severely alone, allowing thoin to 
belicvo what they will, and to do in tho way of worship what 
they choose. In this way only can their confidence in alleged 
revelations be shaken, and Moruionisin will disappear among 
the many vain attempts of humanity to cxploj’c tho mysteries 
of life and death. Penseciition never weakens delusions, nor 
disturbs faith, however ignorant and groundless. 

From Salt Lake our party wont to Cheyeime and tlienco to 
Denver. This city was growing rapidly and was plainly des- 
tined to he the principal center of the mineral development of 
several states. T had, on a previous trip, visited the interest- 
ing region of the “Oarden of the Gods,” Colorado Springs and 
Pike’s Peak. Our party left Denver for home. On tho lung 
stretch via Kansas City. St. Bonis and Indianapulis wo saw 
nothing new, as we were traveling over familiar gromid. It 
was early in Soptenilier, when corn, tho great wesLovn staple, 
was approaching maturitj', und tho earth was giving forth its 
increase. AVc were crossing tho largest and perhaps most fer- 
tile valley of the world. All of it had been ledecined from na- 
ture and the Indians, within one hundred years. During oui' 
tiip wo had passed tlivongh great cities, prosporou.s towns and 
amidst wonderful scenery. All of tho route except tlirongh 
the Yosemite valley was passed over in a palace car. 'I’ho 
ocean voyage was in a steamboat even move Inxiirions than tho 
palace car. All this rapid development did not sal.isfy the 
desire of Colonol Scott and j\lr. Walters. Their minds u'ore 
occupied with vast railroad projects, some of which were ac- 
coinplishod before their death. I also had nij' dreams but 
they related to public policies ratlior than internal improve- 
ments and some of these have been realized. 

I was awakened one bright morning in Septombor and told 
that the car was in Ohio. This Avas enough to drive sleep from 
my eyelids. I looked out upon the rich lauds of tho Miami 
valley, the comfortable homesteads on every farm, tho fat 
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calilo mul liord.M of alioop, l.lio liroatl licOils of yollow <;orn, uiul 
(vvoi'.v sifj;!! of fcriilily. All Hhwo, iiiul ]torhii|i.s u liM-lo iuliuix- 
luu’o otslalo iirido, lod ino lo say lliui, aricvall, Uio jiooplo of 
Ohio JUKul noli {^o ll(^yoMd ih(^ bounds of Ibal. slalo wil h any 
bopo to ini[>voY(^ llunv rondiUtin or lo siuMivo a boUov ojjpov- 
limii.y I’oi' a ba|.)|)y lilb. I soon jiarbul willi my fcionds wilh 
siiic.c'i'o n'f^nds, Tor in oiif jonnioyinf^s \v(' wuu’O in i.vulh a 
haiipy fiiimily. 

Tlio (iiinvass in Ohio was llum proj^rossin^ for (ho (doc.l ioii of 
a l’vi'si(l(>nl. and M«nnl)ovsof Oonpvoss, in wbirb I was oxiHudod, 
iis nsiiiil, to litlo' a iiarl. M'ho slrtiiif^o nnoiniily of ilonic.o 
( ironhw I'linnin;' on a Ofniocral ic. Ihdu*!. was (mon[j!h in ilsfdf 
to oxc.il.o (Hi|iosil.i(iii, »>s|H'cially in lln' s(udht‘rn slab's. 'I’ho rn- 
siilli was that (b'licnil (Ininl', in Novooibcr, 1M7‘J, was I'hs'.lod 
I'rtwidi'nl. by '.1! slab's witli tJHli I'li'olond vob's. Ovtsdoy dii'd 
afl.oi’ tlu^ (doc.lioii, and boforo Iho oloc.toi's volcd, so that no 
('lo<'.l,oral volo was ('.oiinlod for him. If ho had livtal bo woidd 
l>V(d)ii.bly havu voc.oivod (U) otoc.toral votos, 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Thk Panic of 1873 and Its Results. 

L'alliiro of Juy (.-noke and Co. — Wild Schoinob Ifoi- tho Kolicf of the Pcoi>Io*^ — 
Congims Crtllpd Upon for I Mp — Finance CoininitLon’fi I^jpoi-t for the Kedeinp- 
tion of LhiiN’d Si/Ucs Nott‘s in Coin — lOxI.riicts from my Spoecli in l''nvor 
of the Ueport — Hill to fix tho Amount of Ihiiled Statcfi Notes — 

Fiimlly PusKctI by tho Senate niid llonso — Vetoed by Pre.-si- 
dent Grant and Fulhirc to Pasa Over Hia Objoetions — 

Qeiieral Kfh'Ct Throughout the Country of tho 
Struggle for PcaninpUoii — Imperative Necea- 
Hily of Providing Some Measure of Relief. 

D uring the first four J'ear.s of General Grant’s admin- 
istration tlic financial condition of the United States 
was eminently prosperous. ’J’ho total rednetiou of 
the national debt, from tho 1st of March, 1801), to the 
1st of November, 1873, was $383,029,783, the unmml saving of 
interest resulting thorofrom being $27,432,932. During tins 
2 )criod the value of United States notes compared whth coin 
steadily ineroasod. The funding of the six per cent, bonds into 
five per cent. hond.s, under the refunding act, continued at tho 
rate of about $85,000,000 a year. Tho credit of tho United 
iStatc.s steadily advanced during this period, .so that tho Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in his report of 1873, .stated that it had not 
stood higher since the closo of tho Rcbollion than it did at that 
time. This improvement of the public credit was accompanied 
with a large reduction of internal taxe.s and duties on imported 
goods. The business of tho country was prosperous, tiio in- 
crease and extension of railroads and the dovolopmont of now 
industries was marked, indicating groat prosperity. 

All this was subsequently changed by the happoning of a 
panic in Septcmlier, 1873. Tho cause of this was attributed to 
over-trading, to the expansion of credits, and to rash invest- 
ments made in advance of public necd.s. This panic com- 
menced by the failure of Jay Cooke Co., of Rhiladelphia, au 
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enterprising firm of liigh standing, tlicii engaged in .selling 
the bonds of the Northern Pacific Kailroad Company. I was 
engaged at that time, with a committee of the Senate, of which 
William Windom was chairman, in examining many plans 
of public improvements, especially in the increase of facili- 
ties for water transportation at the mouth of the Mississippi 
liver, and at the great lakes on our northern boundary, 
improvements since then made with great benefit to the com- 
merce of the United States. Uoscoe Conkling, of New Yoiic, 
wa.s a member of that committee. Wo were at Buffalo when 
the failure of Cooke & Co. was announced. We all felt that 
for the present, at least, our duties as a committee were at 
an end. The panic spread so that in a month all industries 
were in a ineasuro suspended. The wildc.st schemes for relief 
wore proposed, in and out of Congic.ss. The panic spread to 
tho hanks, which were compcllod in solf-dcfoiiso to call in their 
loans, to withliold their circulating notes, and contract their 
business. As usual on the happoning of such a panic, an 
appeal was made to the treasury for relief, a demand wjismado 
for an increase of the volnmo of tho United States notes, and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury should use the money of tho 
government to buy exchange. 

The New York Produce Exchange applied to the Secretary 
of tho Treasury on tho 29th of Septembor, 1878, in resolutions, 
as follows: 

“ WiiiouK.vM, 'I'ho orili(!jiI condition of tho conuuorciiil iidorosts of tlio 
country requires iininediato relief by the removal of the block in iiogoliat- 
iug foreign oxcliango ; tlioroforc be it 

" Resolved, That wo respcotfully suggest to llio Scorotnry of Ibo 'I’l-oas- 
ury tho following jrlnns for relief in tins oxlraordinary omorgono^’ : 

“ First, TIuit curroncy bo immediately issued to banks or bankers, upon 
satisfactory evidence that gold has been jilnccd upon s]>cci)il doposil in tho 
Bank of Ehigland, by their correspondents in I.ondon, to the credit of tho 
United Slates, to bd used solely in purchasing coiuinoreiui hills of oxcliango. 

“Second, That tlio President of Iho United Stales and the Seorelary of 
the Treasury are rospecilfiilly requested to order the iinmodiuto Tii'C]iayniont 
of tlio outstanding loan of the United Stales duo January 1, 187'!.” 

This request had, as a matter of course, to bo denied. But’ 
the secretary did purchase 818,000,000 of bonds for tho sinking 
fund, to tho full extent the condition of tho treasury allowed, 



II i.s diflic.iill' to roiilizo or to rtinvi'V liy ili'srripl ioii Dio wild 
idous dov<'lot>('(l hy siu-li a. iiaiiic. 'i'lu' {'ovcrumoid for llio I iioo 
lioiiip; is ('Xjii'cl (*d to [irovido a ri'iiicdy for ii coiidil ion it did not' 
civah', iiiit, insli'iid of ludiiif^, llio govonimonl is most UKcly lo 
iicoil aid. 'I'lio nn’oniK's from importal ions foil (dT and fin) 
vuliio of Ifitili'il Stall's noil's di'cliiK'd. 

When t'oujjjrosH aonvo.ui’d in Dt’ci'mla'r, lH7d, I ho wlldost 
srlicinos for roliof l.o fho pcopio worn proposed. A liirf^m im 
erea.so of United States notes was demanded. Mori' than sixty 
hills, vesidnl ions and ]iro|iosilions were inirodneed in llii' Sen- 
al.o in respee.l, l.o llio e.nrreney, tho jinldie iletd and nitlional 
hanks, all hearing niain tho tinane.ial e.ondil ion of I he country, 
nxiirossiiip: oviM-y variol.y of oinnion, from iinniediiile eoin [my* 
nn'ids lo tiio wildest inihvtion of irredi'enialdo |miier money. 
All llu'so were referred to the eoininillee on liiianei', llii'ii I'oni* 
[lo.sed as fidlows: iMe.ssrs, Sherman lehairnian), Morrill, of \'er- 
nioiit, Seol.t, Wrij'lil., Kerry, of Mii-liijum. Kenlon and Itayard. 

The .several measures rel'erreil to (he eonimillee were taken 
up and e.onsidered, hat. the same wiile diverpenee of ojiinion 
was developed in the eoinmil lee iis i>\i.sled oiil.sidi’ of ( 'onpre.s.s 
iimonj:' the poo[ile. 

The majority of Iheeommillee re[Mirlei| lo (ho Senate the 
following resolution ; 

'* iumih't i/, Tlml il is llie duly uf iluriiijf iIh |ll'l•sl<|tt In 

lulnpi cli«iinili« In rc'tlmn l)to nunln in Ihn iu'( ii|>|inivri) 

Mnn‘li piuUliM 'All ttvi III Hln'ji|fllM*ii l)in [nililiiMMiMlil/ fn(^l^^h: 

'Aim! (ho Unilril Slntrs al^n |ilr(i^*rH ils railh In iiiiiKn iiinvihinii, ul (I 

]ii*Ht pijU'lSi'uli)n |ii»i'ini]t fnr llii' n*ilnMt|i{init uf tlm Uiiiln) SlaIrM (inlcvi in 
uuin;^ and ilin iMiiniinili*i' nii liniinrn i]liri'li*d tn n*|»nit In (In* Smialr. at 
UH niirly n day an prarlitathln, mhOi iiii’UMiin^s tnt will iml md^ irdi'rin llii*i 
pli'd/j^n (if dm jnililin faidi, lull will id^n fniiii«>}i ii miiirnry nNifinni \alni\ 
alwaya ri'tlnninidiln !ii ^(nhl nr t*i|nivaliMiU anti hn iiitjim(i«i( im tu tiit'i*! flm 
oliiwif(in^ wiuita nf Irailn and mniiimri'nd* 

Mr, Kovry, of MiehiKan, a moiiiher of the eonimillee, olVered 
the follewin/^ snhstit.nte for the pendiiif^ resididion : 

** That dm (’niiniiiUiMi on ilniiiirn in dirorlt'il hi i‘n[inil In llit^ SiMtah** at 
an iNirly a clay an praolindihs aiirli iimiiaiirfs an will rr‘»lnio rniniimrriut mn 
(Idniirn and j^ivn Klaliilily and idaHtirily h' llm ririniliitin^; inialinni dimu^h 
ii tnodnruli' iiMTciiKi* of rnrri'imy.“ 
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Upon l.lu'so !ulv(!rso proposil.ions u lonp; doltiiUi followrd 
wiilund. pniolioiil r(!siil(s. ( niiido a lon^ sp('<M‘li on Uin Kllli 
(lay ol’ .lamiary, IM7<(, in favor of llm n'.solnlion of Iho connnil* 
(c-o. T Mam said : 

“ At dll' Mulsot i»r my 1 ‘i'minkH 1 wi'li fo hIiiIi' Ht»mn j»ro|i«»sidimH 

i»H(j|h]ishi'c! Uy luul thn I'ciiu'iiri’in^* nf nil wrilt'rs nn jm- 

litit'ul t'ciiiK'iny. 'Tlii'y trmy nut dispufi'di but urn i*«niHljuilly uvnrlnulcncl, 
U’hny nunlil. to Ih' nvt'i* |^rn^^nnl in lliis us iixiuiiiH, dio (rufh uf 

wliinh liUH liniMi sn nfti'ii jiruvnii that pri»i»f is nn Inii^nr nM|uisi(n. 

“Thn innsl. ubvinus uf lli(‘si' uxlnius^ wliinli lirs ul thn ruuiMhitiuti nf din 
ar^nmnnt I wish tu niaki' iuMlay» m that u s|H'nii» sfuiHlant Is ihn bnsi iiiiil dit' 
only (run stundunl of all vuluns, ini'Mnni/.nl us sunb liy all nivill/isl nulioiiH 
of ntir ^nnnrullont uial i*.sluhljshnil us siirh by din i‘X|H'i‘innnn of idl noniiiM*i*« 
niiil iiulioiiH dial litivo i'\islt*i[ from tiin niirlii’sl jn*rioil of rmnnlisl tiini', 
Wliiln du' i biilnil Slutns, jis wnll us all odinr milioiis, hiivt* for ii timr, UialiM’ 
ihn |jinssuii' of war or odiri* nidaiiiity, bnnn drivnii (o nslabliHh <ithnr stamU 
ukIh of viiliin^ yi'l (hny huvi' all linnn iiii|inl|nd l») rntiini to thi' Inin HtamU 
aid; ami nvim whih' <idinr HluiMliinlH of vabin liuvn bni'ii In^ndr/ml for llin 
timn, Hpnnin has mnasurml (linir vidun us il> now iiU'asnii'S thn vuhin of our 
In^^al Iniidm* notes, 

“Tliin axiom is us iminniublo as din law of ^ruvitalioii or dm laws of 
dm phumlary sysinin, and nvnry dnvinn t<» nviuln b or iivoitl it has, by its 
fiiiliiroi Old)' dniiioiistrutnd tin' unirnrsal law that npiMun iiinimun^H all valui's 
aa nnrlaiidy as thn siirfann of (In' oniuin iiiiaisiiri'H Ilin h'Vit] of Mn' nartli. 

“ It is idh' bir ns (o try to ilisnuss with iiilnllijn;i'iini' thn niirn'imv i|unM- 
tion unlit W(' am iinpn'ssiul with dm iriillu thn niiivnrsalityt and thn iniiniila- 
bility, of diis axiom. Many of thn nrudn idiais now atlvam’nd spring from 
i^norin^ il. M'lm nuist ini^nnious sopbiKtrii'K urn aiiswc'nMl by it, It is thn 
prinniplnof IlmimM'. It is pnivi'd liy i'Xpnrimn'n, is slalial ninarly 
by i'Vniy bauliii^ writer on pnlifiiad eeontnnyi and is now hern» in our own 
eoiinlryi provtii^^ its tnilh by iiieiisiiriii;^* tlaily tin' viibm of onr enrnniev 
and of all wn havn <ir prndinai. I nii^liti lo esialilish this axiom, n^pisit 
tlin history of (Inaiiee, from dm slmlcnls of silvi'r, ^eiirreiit nmni'y widi dm 
nmn'hant,* )nud liy Abnihain, (o din last salt' of Htoidc in New V<»rh. I 
mi^ht <|noU' Ai'iHU>dn am! IMiny, us well as all (In' writers on polideal 
c'eonomv niir own linm, and traen lln' failure of llm iininnimiibb' idToits 
to eHlablish some other stumlaixl nf value, fnun dm oxi'ii that imuiHiin'd Mm 
value of dm aniiorof llonn'rie hin'oes to ihn beaiitirully en^pavnd promisii of 
onr <lay ; but thi.s wonhl <ndy bn dm lniiidnsbtimns*l(dd tub' whieh every 
simhmt may find rneordeil, in>t only in selioolbooks, Iml in tlm writin^^s of 
Ifiimboldt, ( Hii'valu'r, Adam Smilh, and ollims of thi' most advaiieed seieio 
liHn uutlmrilies, Tht'y all rnen^rni/i^ (ht' pri'eions nu^lals as ihn nnivmsid 
staialard of valim, Nnitln'r i^ovc'rnnmnts, nor parbammils, m»r j'on|^resHi’s 
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fan linn law, It itfllfH fViTV form of lUitliorilVi 1ml hllnullv iiinl 

assi'ilH i(sf If jiH u law of in*n’>«Hity, Imyonil Mm jnnMliflitm of jininii*i|>al law, 

•yt: ^ ^ ^ ^ 

** Of lain Viaus mnrli MilliiMMty lias ^mowm out <«f llm ali|,|[lilly varyiii^^ 
viilnn of Hilvrr aiiM ;^oMt im l•^>lll|lal^'ll wiili rurh himI Mm» hnnlmmy of 

n|)iiiii>ii lias liiMMi (o aMojii ^(olM alono ns Mii^ hlamlanl of valno. 'rin« rnitisl 
Slatfs lias Iwiff fliunoftj (hii rrlalivn valiit« of tliosn iiii^tiils, aial ollmr nualrin 
ntitions liavn lH‘i‘n Mrivni li» aiiiiilar p\jiiM|iotits, At llm raris iiamotnry lam- 
forain’a, ImlM in ISM7, wliirli i liaM Ma» Imnor to iiltiMiil, llio ilrli'fjalfs uf 
Iwniily imlii>nH vo]»ri*si»nii»M a^ns'M lo vofommoml |i,'oli\ ulmii' ns llio siamlaVil 
of vainn. 'I'hi^ IhiitiMl Slalt^s, aiiM niMirly all itio t'tiiniiMMf lal nalioiis, Iiavt« 
iHlciplfil fhia slainlanlt aial nsliifisl Mm usiMif ailvt»r to a iiumo loKon roinap» 
of lass ininnsio valim (Imn j^oltl, Iml niaiiitaiimi) iil jiar witli ^olM liy tim 
ri^liC lo \ns fnnvmtiMl into ^o|il at Mm will of Mm liottlrr. So tlial ftir all 
|)rat^litaM pni'imsos wn may rt^^nnl ^olM im lln^ ^nily (ruo htainlaiM, Mu« trni« 
nioimy of ilm wiirlM» liy wliioli tlio valim of all [»ro|MM‘ty, of iMI iiroilnrlioiis, 
of ul\ fVV.Mils, ami of vwovy uosUum of oKvliuii^iS ami vHjau'iully of all 
nioimy, is ii'slisl. 

in foinn'r tiinos, was not only Mm nnivorsal atamliiid of valim, 
1ml it was till' ^’inmral inisliinn of all n\(*lianot«s. In nnalorn linios tliis ts 
^rt'ally flnin^i'M, Sjii't’io im still tin' iniivor^al filamlaol of valim, 1ml il lam 
<’iMiHisl |o ]po iivmi Mm Usual mrilium itf ovrlmiiop. M*|ii« fmluiit In Misi iii|{;iii?*li 
lit'IWfiuiMm sianMiii'M of valine ami tlm nnstiiiiii of t«\oliao;ovi Mi*ra«aniis nianv 
of Mi(' miors iiilo whii'li so many fall, iinil nrailv Sniatnr \\|in Imn 

sjMflum tm olio siiln of Mm (|imslion has faltiMi into lliis mnir. S|m*imo has 
Inst a iioriitai of its HoviU'i*i^(ii jarwor, for witli llu^ mioinions itM*nMtsi« nf o\ 
rlian^t'H il was foinal Mail, valiialilo as ii Is, it is (no Inaivy to iiaiis|in]l fioin 
|i|iu*o (o |ihu'(' as a iiuslintii of r\olian^(o. Tim pnilH of tho hsui, l)i«« tlan^(iMH 
of (iM'fl. ami rohlany, lisl to Mitvitavs to snlmtihito [inmitHcs to |mv ^o|i| in 
of llm avinal j^iihh 

**iMr. lui'siMnnt, Miuk fur my rimiarks ati' foumlisl ii|inn tin* i«\[Muii'imo 
of a^fs, appliiMihlo to alt tsiiinlrii<s ami lo all romninriul iialiiuis of our 
timiu I |irt*smit Mmni now as nxioms of nnivm^al riM’ojtfiiiiinn. AnM \i*l 
I Imvn lmar<l llh*sr uxiiiliis ilriioiini isl in this flohalo as ' jitatilmloH,* 
for tliis ilisruhsliMi in tlii' Smmlo (»f tin' l-nihsl Siah*s, N'lmwiMlMmof 
Mio <'X|mriiMu't» of Miri'i* tlmusaml yrars, Mn« wrifin;.(s of |iolitioal m oim 
rnisls, aro wlhstlist Mown Mm wimt as if wo in lhi« S>malo wtut* wmor Mian all 
who hiivn rniKniiml ami Mnm^lit ami lo^islatoil iijum linamual iirohlmm* 
(hut all (IiIh iiff ntmihiloil wisilnin foiislsts of ' |ilulihi(los * uiivvoiMn to inllii' 
onrn an AiimrU'iin Sotmio in Mm ronsitlonilioii of (In' affaiis of oiir Mav ami 
^nni'Kitinn. 

♦‘Sir, I <lo not tliink sti, If wi» Misn'oaril Mmso ♦ |i|jililinlos,* \vi» onlv 
Mi'nioUHtralo our own i^itoianrn ami [uniish mir roiistitimiits wiMt ovjls Mint 
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wo ou^ht to avoid. I purpose now lo piirsuo tlio ar^umoiit furtlier, and to 
prove tlmt wo aio bound, botli by publio faitli and ^ood policy, to bring- our 
otirroncy to tlio gold standard ; that sucli a result was provided for by tiio 
nnancial policy ado[)tod when tlio currenoy was aiUbori/cd ; tliul a de|)arturo 
from tins policy was adopted after the war was over, and after tlio necessity 
for a depreoiatccl currenoy e eased ; and tliat we have only to restore I ho old 
policy to bring us safely, surely, and easily to a specie standard. 

First, 1 present to you tlio pledge of llio United Stales t() pay Ibeso 
notes in coin *at tlio earliest practicable period.’ In the ‘act lo slrength- 
cn the publio oi-edit,’ passed on the IStli day of March, J80U, I find this 
obligation : 

“ ‘And the United States also soloinnly jiledgos its [lublio faith to make 
jirovisiou, at tho earliest practicable })Oriod, for tlio redemption of the Uniti?d 
Stales notes in euin.’ 

•X- -x- -x X X -x X X 

“Tho Congress of (he United Stati's, in onbn* lo put iht*i Ibrrn its souse 
of this obligation, passed the act Mo strengllum llio public credit,’ ami tlio 
last and most iinjiortant cluuso of this act is the ]>rninise wliich 1 have just 
road, that ihoso notes should be paid, ‘ at tho earliest practicable period,* in 
coin. 

X X X X X X X X X 

“On iho clay wo made that jironiiso, tho 18tb of Afarch, 1800, thogrooi^- 
backs, tho notes of the United Slates, wore worth 75;| cents in gold ; or in 
oil I or words, gold was at a promiinn of thirty-two jior cmmiI. . . . What 

was the rosult ? After you enacted that law- tlio faith of tho people of tho 
United Stales tlmt you would redeem this jilodgo— iJio value of your gro<m- 
backs advanced, not rapidly, but gradually, and in one year, lo witbin 
twelve per cent, of par in gold. 

X X X X X X X X X 

“ Mr. president, we sec, then, llio olVocL of ibis jiromiso. And I bore 
come to what T regard as ti painful feature lo discuss — how liavo wo lo- 
doomed our promise? It was Congress that made it, in obedience (o tho 
publio voice j and no act of Congress over met with a more lieartj' and g*on- 
erous approbatioji. But I say to you, with sorrow, that Congress has drum 
no singh3 act tho tondonoy of which Ima boon to advance the value of IIm'so 
notes to a gold staiidard ; and f shall make that oloaror boforo T get through. 
Congress nmdo this promise five years ago. Tlio poojilo believed it and 
buainoss men boliovod it. Four years have ])iisscd away since then, and 
your dollar in groonbacks is worth no more to-day tlian it was on (he IHlb of 
Marcli, 1870 ; and no act of yours has oven teiidod lo advance tho value of 
that greonbiiclc to par in gold, while evory aflirimitivo act of yours since 
that timo has londcd lo doprociato its value and to violate your promise. 

-X X X -x- X X X X X 

“Evoiy bond that was issued was issued only ujKm tho sacred ]>lcdgo 
contained in this act, that the interest of that boinl bliould bo paid in coin; 
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iMiil llin |inn(M|iul slmnlil In* |iiut|, wIhmi ilui*, in rtiiii. Tiif' liflh uf 

ilin lit’t pn>viili's tliiit lill ilulirH i>n irotiiln sliull In* iiaid iit « nin ; 

iiml (liiil (IiIm nn»nr>' nlmll lir» m*1 iim n hjicrial fiiinl tn piiv ihi' iiiti'H'**! 

ou fill' Ijninli’il ill i*iiin, 'I'Ih'Ij* in iHiiiM- ItiM-fiin* lln» ilmrKN, |( aiirlinr^ 

i/i>il any lit)|ti(*r itf ^n’piilmr|\M In |iiiy any ^<>vriiiiniMil llnmi ; i( 

uullini'i/i*il Uii» Imltli*! of pay any tli'lil, [nililio ui ptuati*. 

willi llit'Jii ; luiil oM'iv i'f till* rni(«‘il Sliiton wan Inininl in lain* llnnn. 

Till'll i( aniluni/i*tl (lM*in to Im riitivi*i irtl inln ^iv jnM' iM*nl« lanaK nf tin* 
nniti’il SfaIrM IIh'm* Imnil’* paxaliln, piinripal aiai in jo»M. U 

llii* [Hiliny provali’i) fur liy Uii'* arl lunl la-on inainluitn-il* \vo \\iiiil<i Innit 
ailion liavo la*t*n at >^piM-in puMiii-iil**, ultlmtil any mm ioiiH iliMlnrlamri- nf tmi 
ihuiinlaiy alTaiiH, 

^ ^ ^ » JUk ^ 

“Now, Mr. pli-hidolU, I t*nino in hIuiW tlin Soiiiiln Imw IIiIh pin^ i-iinn. 
llio rnnviMiililiM’lnnHo of tlin arl of l‘*i*l»ruiirv ’JTi, ISIVJ, whh n-praii-iL tin 
ihn Hril nf Miiirli, iHlill, INnipfrosH paam-il ‘All arl In pinviclr Nvaya amt mran** 
for llin an|ipnrL c»f llir |L(oVrnnnrnt.' ‘I'liia arl wan piiwirit (Inrin^^ tlir tiarli 
litMilH of llin war. 'riir rurnMiry of litr i-oinilry iliil iiol How into llm (rraw 
ury nipiilly rnoii^li to pay “'tt' ariny. 1 irmrmhrr liiiil ill alioni llm llnir 
llilH uoL wan piiMinl ihrii* Wrii* Vrry lai;M’ niipaiit I ripiisil iniiH. 'riin SrrM»* 
lary (Im ^I'rraHiii y, inslnnl of i-suiiit* any innjr aiv pi*r mil. iinmla, ili'virt*tl 
to I Inal a in III list* prr rrlit. iaitnl ; in ollii-r Woiths In iriliirr tin- Ian 
ilrn of infm-HL n|ioii llm piihtit- ilrlil. ,\l llii-i tinn* lln-ii* llnm* linn 

clrnl liiillionH of rirrnlation oiil''tantlin*^. ainl ^^itl 1 all tin* ii'*lih<i ami all rim 
privilr^ra, ronfrrrril npoii tlir ^pt-rnlan-UH, tlmN ilni not llnw initi llm 
tn-iiHury faat riion^jfli In fnrniHli im-ana (o rimy on llio optMattoiiM nf ihn 
war. 

* ^ % V. ^ Vi V. 

“ In nilirr wohIk, thn hiiHprn*»inn of tliia i-onviM tilnliiy rluiiHt* uir* piiv*a-il 
witli a vii*w In proiiioti* ronvi*ihion ; in riM-onni^o* i oji\ rr.nioii ; In imlnn* 
rnnvi'rhioii ; anil, if pnshihlr. lo inilnn* a ronvi-ir*ion into a li\r pi-r i t-nl. 
^oM la>liil iiJHirail of inln a hi\ pi*ri-riil, lioial. Wla-li tin* Srrirljii^ of tlm 
'I’n'iiHury prrH*ntri| tliix virw lo t'oii^p’*^** wim al onrr nn-t uiih tin* 

plrilj^n of tins pnlilir faith , willi tlir pioiiiinr piinlrd upon tin- lairlt of 
tlir ^l'iM*iiliarliH lliitl limy rnitlil lir ronvrilnl into ^ix prr ri-nt. liomln al llm 
plrahtiKi nf tin- Imlih-r; aial lhal wr (‘onht iiol luKr away that li^^lil. Tinn 
(lillirnity wan mrt l»y ihr inj^i-niilt y nf llir thru Srnalor fnnii N'ninonl l-Mr. 
C!ollanirr)« Hr haiil that nn iiiiiii ryrr i»\ririM-i| a rirht ^^lhrll roiiM not 
properly la* hriiiril liy a hlalnir of limitatiiaiH ; ami if tlii^ ii|-ht uas iiijnii 
nna tn thr prnpir of ihr I’nltnl Slati-a, ami pM*\rntrtl tlir ron\i-j< ion of 
(hi'sr imti'H inln homli^, \vr niiplit iri[iiiii* ihr hnhh*r of tln- r iiol» «^. in nm 
vrit ihrin willihi a ^nvni tinn*; tlait \\r roiihl p,ivf* lhi*in a i’rtr*omilrlr linn* 
williiii wliirh thry nnihl rnnvorl llirni into aix prr rrni, lioml**, ain] iifii«r 
that lako away tlir rip;ht« 








“'Hjo aut of Maruh 3, I80H, was ainciulocl by insorUn^ tins olaiiso : 

*“AikI lliG hoUlors of IJiiitml Stalos luMos, isMiod mulor or by vii- 
luo of HJiid acts, slmll pn^sont tho saino for llio purposo of {JXdlian^In^ llui 
sumo for bonds, us llioroin prcwidotl, on or bofnro tlio Isl day cif July, 1803; 
and thoroaftor ibo so lo nxolmn^u tlio samo slmll cimiso and dolor- 

inino.’ 

X' x* -rt* 'X* ^ X- 

“Nt>\v, Afr. prosidoiU, J Imvo sliown you tliiiL tjio ^roonbaoics worn 
based upon ooin bonds; tlnit Iboy Imd tlio rioht to bo coiivoviod into <ioin 
bonds; tliul tliiit ri^*lu was taUon away as lo llie b ‘JO htuitls; but tliul, in 
praolico and in oll’oct, ibo ^ruenluiuk was etmvertiblo into an inton’st'bimr*’ 
inp^ bond lif liu) Hinted Siuti‘s up to \8btS, and until llie ])assa^o of ibo law 
to whioh T will now rofor. 

-x- ‘X' -K* -x -x- x x- x* 

“If tins atd bad eonlunu'd a simple provision reslorin^* li» (Ih> Imlder of 
tlio ^^roonluu'Ic ibi^ ri^lit lo (?onvi‘rl. liis note into bonds (Innc^ would Imvti 
bmm no trt>ublt^ WHiy should il not bavo beiui dniUN V Mhiiply l)e<?anHi* tlu^ 
(lion Seerelarv nf tlio 'rnuisiiry boliovtul tlial (lio only way to lulvtuien thn 
^roonbiieks was by r(*dutun^^ the amount of them ; lliat tlm only way lo ^ol 
bank lo spoeio puyinonts wns by llio system of crontriudioJi. if tlio It^^al 
tondor notes eould Imvo boon woildod lo any form of ^’old bon<l by biun^ 
niado oonvertiblo Into it, they would luivo Ixien lifted, by llie onuluai ad* 
vaneo of our publio onalit, to par in ^old, hsivin^* lla^ (piesl.itin of enntrao* 
lion to dopoiid njion the amount of notes notuled bu* uiirreiK^y. Sir, U was 
tlm soparalion of our ^reonbaoks from tbo fundintjf Hvslmn lliat cniuiled (bn 
difTloulty wo luivo mion our luuuls to-day; and I say now Unit, in niy jud/j[" 
inont, Dm ciiily tru(» way lo upproaob Hpe(?io payiiumts is to rosloro I Ins prui- 
oiplo, and ^ivo to tbo bolder of (ho ^roenbaelc, wbo is your credllor, ibn 
same rifr|it dial you ^ivo to any olhor eredilor. If bo bus u note wliieb you 
jiromisod to pay and (’lumot, ami lu^ desires jnlm’ost on (bat noli^ by snrroii- 
dorln^r it, >vhy sbould you not f^ivo it to him V Xo man eau aiiswm* that. It 
is just as niiudi a debt as any other portion of the debt of tlio Uniln<l 
States.** 

h'iiially, after nioro Until llir(*o jiiojiUih sUidy ainl (l(d)ai.n, a 
majority of Uio cominiiitoo jif*i*0(Hl upon a moasnrt*. and (lir(Md,od 
mo to roport it to tlio Somite. It (ixod tlio maximum limit of 
tlio United StatoH notes at §382,000, ()()(). It iirovidiul for a 
gradual payment of those notds in (join or in II vo ])ov (*nnlu 
bonds, at tho option of tlio So(jrotary of tlio 3'rcuisury, from (.ho 
Ist of Jumuiry, 1870. It was on titled “An aot to lu'ovido for 
tho rodoinption and I'oissuo of United States notes and for froo 
banking/^ 

H.— 3ri 



hi lo tint iii.sinu'lions of (lin i‘cni)t)ii(li'(«, on (lio 

‘Jilnl (if Mnrcli, |H7I, 1 n'piirlcd llu' hill lus tui (iriKiiml iiicitsiirc, 
and said: 

** [I in ill till' luiHulin'H nf tliii i‘iiinini((i>o mi Diianrii lliiit 1 mIiduIiI Miiy 
IIjuI tlid bill wliit'li I liuvn jiiMi rt^ptirliMb um il iip|iii|irii mi iln furis \ti in ihd 
iiaiuninf ii I’miipniihiHn nuaisiiri't wliiiOi iw iiimv m‘ Ii‘hh itriM*|i(ub|i< nil nimitiib 
bnt III llui Hiiiun limn tlii'iti arn c-oiiaiii fiMihirrM <if ilio bill wliii-li iiiiMnbi*rrt nf 
Ihn (•mmiiUti'ii nn (hiaiit'i* will ftM*l a( libi»rly llii»ir i}|i|HiMil!mi tn, 

anil alsii fn prM|iiiHii mniMiiliiimits tn. Il in <bi«i (u ihrni (liul I nlimibl iiialio 
biin HlalrnuMil. 'IMm liill ilm'U, an njipi'um «m 5l>» Uw'w )h iUp vi^mU i>f 
lalini't Imi^^ laiiiHiiltirulimit itiul tlin rmiKiMpimuMi nf rmupimni^n. In many 
I'liHi'H wo woro not alilo, linwovor, In i immihoiIo oiiiilliotiiifi opinimiM ; ami mi 
llii»Mo puintH, uf lauimo, motnbm*H of (lii« ominnit(t>o will fool (IiomihoIvoh al 
lilinrty i<» n|>pnHo oortain foiihiroM of iho bill/* 

Mr. M'hunnuu HuiO ; 

" I hlinuld liko lo iiKpiii'o of iny tuilliMi^un whollioi* lio piti^ioHOK limlny or 
UomoiTow', wluui lio mnkoH ibo moliou tliuL Uo iniUcutoib (o hIiUo whiU^iii llio 
opinion of llio I'ojiniiitloo rttpmiln^^ iIiih bill, will bn iln |iraolioal olTi^nb 
that Wo may liavti tlu' viiovn of llio oomniiMoi* iih lo lliii worliin|rH of ilm lilll 
alioniil it bi'iMinio a law. I am niiro I, for mio. nlioultl bko Vf'ry timi'b lo 
know svliai (ho omiiiiillloi^ who havn tlovoli^tl ao nnioh linn* lo (liia Hiibji*o{« 
lliinlc will bo lliii pnu'lloal working' of tlio iiinaaiin*, ai any (iino lhaf il aiiih« 
llio ('on\ oiiioiii’O of (ho i’hairniuii of iho omnmilloi^ lo inalo^ anoh Hiaiimionl.'* 

I n^pliml: 

W'litm llio Kiibjoot in inlrmlutMal, if it bo omivoiiionl, lo inmiow, I pro 
]»oHo to mako a vory briof Hlalonnmt of (ho olToi't of imioIi Koolimi, aw wo nn- 

<loiHlun(l il i but I <lo not iulonil, by any lmi|j^ or any lonuirka, lo 

prolon;^ ihia inullor iinnoi’OhHanly, I havo oxpio><Hi*i| niy own imliviibial 
vioWH, ami <*aoh momlior of (lio {*oiiiniiiioo. I Huppono, atamla (o iho opinioiiH 
ox|in’aHi‘il by him In llio Hptn‘olioH bo ban minlo In ibo Smialo hpoorlios linit 
W'nn' cMirofully ooliHiclonMl, ami )»y wlnob lln' poMiiimi (*f onoli Smialor wa^» 
aliU<*{| I but iimbinblfally I Hball foi'l i(. my iliiiy, wbon (bt« bill ih oalloil 
Up, in hIuIo wimt I ri*^anl an lbi» aohnil pnm(ii*at ofTooi of <bi<Hit ililTmoiil 
propnaitimiH ; ami homo of iImuu, I will now hay, I ahHorilml (o\\illi i^roal 
vobwlnnoo." 

0)1 Uui nnxt' (lay (lu^ hill was lnl((‘n np in lln^ Sinntln, mul I 
tluui hUiUhI (.lio ^inun'iil pruviKimmuf llu\ bill. 1 insorl pnIvuvIm 
fnnii my hjkjocJi, which imlicalt' Um ililllrullii'.s wt^ (MnMmrili'riMl: 

[iroHiilont, koiiio nom]ilaiiiL Iikh boon nunlo in llni Sonalo ami in iho 
cuunliy ai llm dolay in tim proHonlalion, by llio oomniitioo on (inaiit'o, of homo 
bill oovoriii)^^ dm flnamual i|uoh(ion ; but a momont*h rolloodon will, I am 
avms LMinviium ovory Smiulor that iboro baa boon no fault mt ibo pari of ibal 
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tiominilioo. From the bof^iiiiMn^ of IIk) session Lo this hour limt oonnnittoo* 
under the dircetion of the Semite, luis heeu studying* uud (Uaeussiuf»* tlio 
various i»hiiis and propositions ’which \v(m-o roferrod lo the ooiuiuittoe ; luid 
T may say that over sixty diflorent ]>ri)])()si lions, oilhor oonuii^ in Iho form of 
p(sLitions or in tlio form of bills, have fxMm sent to 1 ]h‘ coinmiltoe, all of ihoin 
suggusling difTorent plans and ideas. It was impossihio to eonsidox* all tixoso 
and to n^roo upon any coinprohonsivo niuasuro mi til within u day or two, 

“'Pliore was nnoilun* considoruliom Tim coininitloo found itsolf dividod 
in opinion, precisely as Iho ceunlry is, and pnmisoly as tho Senate is, into as 
many as tlnoi^ dilTorcnt (dasses of o[)inion. 'Ptiin'o win’o, tirst, fhoso who 
desired to tak*> a definite and p<»sitive ste|> toward tlio i‘i\suni]iti<jii of spmhe 
paynumts. I'liore were, second, lln»se whod(?sired an mdur^iuneiit of tlioonr'* 
renoy, or what wo commonly call an inlhilion of thi^ enrnmey. d'lmrn ^s*ore, 
third, llioso who, wliilo willing to see Urn amount of lainic note's imneiisod 
and the (pn'stinn of tliex h^^al ti'ndeiH settled in s*»im^ foriri, w<m*o also t)e- 
sirouH limt s(>nuv definite slc^p sln)nld he luki'n toward a Hpeele Htuiuhird, 
There w(M’o these dill‘m*nnta*s of opinion. 

h'or lije purpose of asemiuinin^ Uie views of the Senate, and not 
involving oiiisuhn's in reporting a hill that wouUl In^ (h'feaited us (he Inll of 
the last Hossion was, we |)rcsonUal, early in the session, rnsolulioiiH of a ;jfen- 
eval el)avacLer wixieh stated these three ideun : Five!, tl>e veseluUun ef the 
niiijority of tlio cnnmiittee limt some definite sU'j) Hlnndd lio taken towunl 
Hpoeie payments, 'j'hon tluu’o was the uinmalinenL (»(lVred hy (lM^ ^mitlennin 
wlio now QQcupios tlio ohair [ Afr. Ferry, of iMichigunJ, that thm*o on^ht to 
bo an inorease of the muTonoy wiihotit refer(nuM^ to aiij^ plan of nMli'inplioii, 
Third, there was the propoHltlon nuido hy tin) Simaior from 1 )i>hnvare | Mr, 
Bayiird*|, that ineasun^s .sliould ho take'ii at onee looking to tlie reHUiiiption 
of spoxne payments. 

“d’hoHO jmojjositions wore diseussed, and llii^ cominitten wi»re miH/rlil* 
ened hy that disenssion ; at least they obtained llio opinions of Meinbrn's of 
the Senate. Snhse{pienlly, in the eourse of onr investigation, u <|Ui*stij)n 
about the $1^5,000, 000 .simtion (Hection (5 of the act of July I Ji, 1H70) eamn 
up, and tlio connnitteo deemed it right, ))y a nnnniinoUH vote, to asiantidn 
tlm sonso at tlio Siuiate as to whether they wislu’d this secthm (mrrletl into 
oxeeution. Ah it stood upon the statute hook it was a law without foreo. 
It was a law so expressed iliat the comptroller said In' eouhl nni execute it. 
Thoruforo llie ooininitioo reported a bill whicli won hi liavo provided tin^ 
neeossary details to carry into oxeeution that smilion of tlio t'Xihting law. 
Tint in tho ])resont leinpor of the public inind, in the iSmiatiuind in tlie coun- 
try, tlmt bill WUB diseusHod, and 1ms been disenssod day after day, wiilioiit 
approiiohing tho question at all. During all thin tilin' tlm connnittee have 
boon pursuing Ihoir ijujuiries, and finally they have rc'porlfsl tlio bill wliic'h 
is now bofovo us. 

“TJie nieiiauro that is roporte.d is ind. a satisfactory one (o any of uh in 
all its details. Probably it Is not siicli as tln> mind of any Hiugdo iMembor 
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nf (hr Sniuih^ wciiilil It in ill tlit^ UKhirn of n rii)n|tronilHo hill, aiitl 

lliiHrfiMi*, wliilo it lihM tiio MtriMi>{[lli nt II oimi|iniiiiihM hilh \l Iiuh atmi llio wimiU- 
n<‘HM uf a ri>iii|iioiiiiMo liilh *l'li«'ii» arc' IcIcmih in it whirli, whiln tuc»rliii^ (lio 
vu^^vH of a iiiiijoiil V. lulioii ta'|iariilt'|y will ho i»h[ujhimI !iy olhc'iH. 1 am i|uili' 
Huro tlial I Hiiy iitilliin^r nnw to llin Scniati' wIic'ii I any it iltum nnl in ii|| tco 
niiM't my own viown* Mii( fln'ii' is a ncM’i‘H»i(y fur uh !<• ytc'ld Hiiinn nf 

oiir njiinicMiH. W'o t'aiiutiL nr pahH any iiuMiHiiro itmi will hn aatiH- 

fai'lory In tlin onuntry niilosM wo iln sn. Any |inhilivc« vii'lnry hy oillior ov 
lii'iiii* nf (liis rnnlmvorHy will hn an iihsnhtto injury In Iho htinini'hH nf (hn 
cniiJilry, 'riion'fnns any iiiiMiHun' llial is iiiln|iliM| In ho nn inniloialt'» 

|>m>*nin;^^ huoIi a niiilcllci oniu'st', mucOi a iiiiclilh' ^mmal, that it will aalia- 
factfinii tn flit' caninfry. It iiiiiHt ho lakcMi as ii wlmlo ; amt lliorc'fnrt' tim 
i‘lTiM‘l nf innomlin^^ lliia |in»|mHilinn will hn siin|ily (n cloHlrny il. If mi 
aiumalmont in llic' liiiooliun nf oxpansinii ia inaortoih i(. will tlrivo away Honm 
whn wcMild Im williii|r tn Hnjipnrl il aa it in, If an ainoiiiliiiont in tlm way nf 
nniitrac^linn ia pn»)uisiMt and oarriod hy a tnajnrily nf lint Honalo, if will dVivn 
away ihckHo wlm ini^lit hc' wllliii^^ In iakct IIuh iiii'iiHiiro na u minprnnnMcs 
Tlio nnly cpic'Hlinii hofnro tlio Soiialo now ia, wtiiMln'r lliia ia a fair uoin|irn* 
\u\hi\ |ii<tworii llio ldi«aa ()m( liiivit dividod the' pi'nplo nf (Ilia ontiiUry and ilm 
Mi'inhois nf llio Stnuiti' ; whotlior it will Hiiii'ly iniprnvo lair oiirn'imy whiln 
^(i\in^i till' ndiid that is hnpoil fi»r hy a inndiMalo inmoast« nf the' onrrojic'V. 
Nnw I uhK lli(« HiMncliijy tn road llio (hst HOiMinii nf ihi' hill,*' 

TIk' (diird‘ ('li'ric nMid I. us fdllows: 

** /II' 1/ tutirff t/ Utj t/tr St tnl(f tunl //m/i#' ^l/* l\i nfittnu s n/‘ t/n 

('Hitnl StiiftHtif* Atfitf'i*ti ht ttHHi tn/th t/^ That llio niaxiiiiuin limit 

<d (hiitoil Slalc'M nnli^H is lioic'hy ll\od lit JjIiHti.tHHhtHHJ, at wliioh aiiimint it 
aliidl roinain until rodnoml im hoioinafli'r pmvidisL" 

] Hunt (Minljtniml ; 

** It ia iiianifi'sl ht ovoiy Sonatnr that llio initial atop in tliia c*nnirnvoi>ty 
ia In liv till' a^t^rt*^(ivlo limit nf IhiiftMl Statoa iinloa, Tho Ihiiloil Slutoa 
linli'H, altliniif^h tlic'y an' vory pnpnlar, and jnsily in thin munh y, mo at 
tliia mniniMit iiiontivctHililo ; ihoy aro it iodt<oniahlo, ami tlii^y an« ilopiiMMalod. 
TIioho arc' faota udmiftocl nn all iiandH, (n maluii^r dial alalfmioiit I dn nnl 
iiitond at idl tn dony that tlio lliiitod Statoa iioti'H havo aorvod a jL^roul and 
uanful pnr|a)ao ; ami (linu|r|i I wim lioic' at llio hiith I'f (lioiii and iit(vni«alod 
tliimi in all ata^oa uf thoir liiatnry, yot I am I’ninpollod (n Miy at this nm 
luonl, twidvo yi'ura aftor lln'ir ihain\ (hat llii'V aro imsvnvm'tihlo ; l)ii*y aro 
irroilooiiiahh'; and tliny am dopna'iulod ihiHclay nt dm tali' nf lwcd\ o por ooiil. 
Thoy liavn hoon In^ally inonnvm (ihin Hiimn duly (, hSllIt, iinil piaodrally 
Imamvorlililn sinon dm oInHi' nf iIh' war ; (lint ia* llii' /:;;nvornniont ndiiaoM U* 
mauivn ihnin, nillinr in payiiioiit nf t'iiH({imH nr in puynu'iit at par nf any 
huud of Urn Ihiilml SIiUoh nfTc'iod hy it. Tlioy aro irriMloomuhlo nn tlmir 
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very face. Tliey have dopreciatocl almost from llio dale of tlioir isano, at 
one time being worth only forty conla in gold, and to-day only worth ninety 
cents. That is tlio oondilioii of tlio United Slates notes. 

“iVow, tijero is anothoi* tiling adniiUod by all Senators, I do not tres- 
pass on any tlisputod ground when 1 say tlmt every addition to the volume 
of tlioso notes, while they llius stand doprooiated, irredeemable, and ineon- 
vortiblo, is as certain to further depreeiale them, as it is tliat to pour water 
into an overflowing buolcot will oauso it still more U) ovorllow; ns certain as 
the law of gravitation ; as oorlaiii as anything luiinan or divine. It is 
equally true iluiL any contraction of this eiMTenoy, any withdrawal of the 
amount of it, is imdonbtedly an apjirooialion of its value, making it nearer 
and nearer to tlio standard of gold. 

“'riiis is so plain a proposition tlmt it is not necessary to discuss it; and 
the wliolo people of the country uiulorslaiul it; the plainest and simplest 
people understand it as well us the wisest. Tliose wiio (lesiro to iiicreusn 
prices, to start and put in opmation new enterprises, desire an imjreHse of 
the ourniiu5y witliout any plan of redemption, 'rhoso, on the other hand, 
who want to got back to the specie standard, to ap[)reoiate tlie value of 
these notes, desire to witlidraw them, got them out of tlio way, nr give now 
uses and now values to thorn so as to advance tlium nearer and nearer to the 
standard of gold, 'L'horoforo it is that I say the very first slop at the outset 
of this oontrovorsy is to settle wliat is the legal limit of those notes ; how 
many arc there now authorized by law ; how many are there outstanding. 
And hero it is a strange thing that on this very |H)int, a purely legal (juos- 
tion, the most iinportani one in our flnanoial discussion, there is a groat dif- 
foronoo of o[)iniori. There ouglit not lo be uncertainty or room for a 
(lifTorojMJe of opinion upon a question of Ihm kind. It ouglit lo be sotllod. 
On tlio one luind it is insisted by Senators wlio compose tlio majority <if the 
coiuinittco on finunoe that the legal limit of United Stales notes is 
000,000; Unit the amount wlilcli has been already issued, of what is 
known ns llio S‘bl ,000,000 resorvo, was unlawfully isHued, althnugli under 
groat press of oircuinstanoes and witliout any intmUioii on llie part of the 
soorolury lo do more than he thought ho had a lawful riglit to do. On the 
other hand it is insisted by oilier Reimtors tliat the legal limit of Uni left 
Sfftto.s notes Is $100,000,0(K); iind hero rs a margin of iqion 

whicli there is a dispute of law as to the power of the seorelury to issue it. 
Tlmt dispute ouglit to ho sottlod at oneo. Tt is a (|ueslioii tlmt ought not 
to bo in doubt a moment, beemuse tlio jiower to issue that Sd‘l,()0O,()()l) places 
it in llio discretion of the SeertUary of llio Treasury olllier to udvaneo or 
to lower the value of all property in the United Slab's, of all debts in llio 
United Slates, of everything tlmt is measured by UnitcMl Slates notes. 

“Should wo uiidorlake lo say that the secretary did wrong in exceeding 
the limit at S8(3fi,(K)(),(K)(l ? A majority of tlio committee believe that llmL 
is now tlio legal limit, and believe it conscientiously. Jhit should \\i\ un- 
dertake to fix that as the legal limit? Twonty-six million dollars of the 
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S'l‘i,000,000 Jiro outstanfling* Tlioy now issued ; they are now a part of 
the cuncncy of the country. They are just as much the ourroncy as that 
wliicli was issued bofon?. Von cannot distinguisli between thorn. You oan^ 
not say ^Y]lioh ol Die 83S2,00(X000 now outstanding is legal and which is 
illcgiih So far as tlio United States are coiicornod, they are all debts of the 
United States winch we are bound to pay, whotlior they have been issued 
legally or illegally. 1 do not uiideratand oven iny friend from Uclaw’are to 
dispute the duty and obligation of tho United Slates to pay those notes, 
oven if thoy have been illegally issued. There can bo no question about it. 
It is impossible to distinguish between them, 1'he only question is whether 
our agent exceeded liis autliority or not. Thorofore, without raising tho ques- 
tion as to the legality of this issue, reserving to each Senator his own opin- 
ion on the subject, wo have adopted as the sUitKs <jiio $382,000,000, tho 
amount now outstanding; and we recognize that amount as tho maximum 
legal obligation of tho United States in the form of notes, and wo propose 
upon that basis to erect our au))erstriicturo. We therefore say that we will 
raise no question as to the n\odc of retiring the $20,000,000 *, we w\U simply 
say tliat the amount now outstanding shall never be exceeded. That is a roc- 
ognilion, at least, that liiey are outstanding lawfully and properly ; at any 
rate, so far ns the obligation of tho United States to pay thorn is concerned. 

“i\fr, presidejit, a limit ought to bo fixed. But ihoro is a diticrenco of 
opinion as to what should bo tho limit. If I had the power to fix this limit 
I should say that tho limit whieli was tixed by tho old law should remain at 
$31)0,000,000; and 1 would |)rovide a inudo and mannor of issuing United 
States bonds to retire tlic $2(3,000,000 slowly and gradually, without dis- 
turbing the ordinary business of tlm country. 1 would thereby seek to re- 
cover tho ground wo have lost by what has occurred since the panic, and go 
back to the standard prior to that time. But 1 know timt would be very 
difllcult; that would involve an increase of the bonded debt. Our revenues 
are not sutPiciont to call in tliis 820,000,000. Wo have no surplus revenue 
now as wo had a year or two ago. Wo could on\y do it by the issue of 
bonds, and the process itself would bo a very hard one. Besides, it is jirob- 
able that public o[)inion and the judgment of Congress would not sustain 
such a proposition ; and therefore it is hardly worth while to roconiiiiond it. 
Wo assume, therefore, that tiio $382,001), 000 is the ju'esont limit, and we 
say that shall bo the maximum limit. 

* * 4t* * * * * * .^^ 

‘‘I said it was ii oomproniise by tho committee. 1 speak of a majority 
of tho comniittoo. As a matter of course my friend is at liberty to dissent 
from any of its ])ropositions. On questions of this kind committees are very 
rarely unanimous ; but I will say that on this jioint a very decided majority 
of the committee concurred in the section. 

“To the second section J wish to invito the careful and earnest attention 
of tho Senate. This section is an honest effort to deal with tlio groat prob- 
lem of rodomplion. Every Senator wlio has spoken contemplates tliat a time 
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inuHt t^otnn wlton nil tlio llnifocl StiiloH nolos must bo rodoomod iii ouiii. 
'Phe publio failli of llio Uiiilod Status is so plcd^od. 'i'lio iinlos worn ismind 
witli fho uiidorslandin^ llml tlioy slioubl bo paid in ooiii. No inuu oo\dd 
aurvivo politioiilly in tlii.s oouiitiy who woulil doolam llml it was his pnrpoHo 
novor to pay iboso notcm in ooiiu My frioiid wlio now prosidos [Mr. Fovry, 
of Mioliigan], spoaUs always of his moasuro of innaiion as a moans of bring- 
ing about at scmio tuno spooto paymonts ; and I will say tluit in tlio Sonalo 
I Imvo not hoard any Sonator dony that it is tho duty of iho Unitod Status 
at soinc^ timo to ]aiy llioso notos in uoin. In all this disonssion thorn is at 
lonst that oiio point ngrood upon. If 1 slato tliis loo strongly I liopn I will 
bn horo c!oiTn<^tod. 

“Now, Mr. jjrnsidont, how shall it bo doim, and whnii shall it bn doin' ? 
I say that now, nim^ yoars nftnrtho oloso of our Uivll War, twolvo yoars aftor 
those notoH ha VO hnnn anthori/.od and issinal, flvo yoars aftor iho dtiminaiil 
party has doolarod its |»nrptiHn to pay tlioiii at tlio ourliosl day praoticablo, 
thorn should bn no longor dolay, 'Plin Unitod Stall's ought to do Hoinotluiig 
toward tlii^ fnlllllmoiit of that ploilgn and tlio porfonnanoo of lliat duty. 
Thorn must bn Honinthing very [jonnliar in tho nonditioii of our nonnlry timi 
will justify a longor dolay, a longor pronriistiiiation in tho jjorfornmnoo of 
this soloinn plodgo, this publio polioy- our own political obligation. 

“Mr, prosidoiit, this soot ion is iho rosult of thn pationl nonHidoratioii of 
tho oommittoo on ftnunco us Co \w\s* this vosult is to bo bremght about ; and 
upon this very sootion thorn is most Hkoly to Im a uonfrarinty and dilToromm 
of opinion among Soiialors, boimuRO Iho mode and innnnor of rcdoinjition is 
tlio thing whioh has nxoitod tlio puldio mind and n])on which mon all ovor 
tho country diffor, ] wish, tlioroforo, to dnal with this cpioslion, Wn Imvo 
got to pay thoHo notes in coin. 'J'hn timo when is not dnllnod liy Ihn law. 
Arn wo preparod now to llx a day when wn will pay tlioso nolos in coin? 
1 f tlio condition of our country was such ns to justify it, .1 would groat ly prn- 
for fixing tho time whon those no(i>H should ho paid in coin ; but I am clis- 
poHcd to agree willi wliat lias been Htatod by the Senator from Indiana, and 
by other SniiiUors, that in the jirosent condition of our coinage, llio ]irosont 
condition of our foreign trade, we are not prepared to flx a dolhiite day 
whon svo will ]>ay in coin. Why? 1 find, by roforonco to ofllcial dooumonis, 
that wo now have in gold and silver coin in this country about $1^(0, 000, 000. 
‘V\m slatomoiit of Dr, Lindernian does not include thi> bullion on hand. 
How much Umt is I am not pro| aired to state. 'Phe whole amount of gold 
and silvor coin in the countiy, liowover, is iibonl $140,0()0,0(){). Some of 
timt is ill circnlaliou in tho Paciflo slates, but the bulk of it is in ibn ireasnry 
of tho United Suites, the properly of indivulnals and llie pr<nierly of the 
Unitod SlatOH. O'lio total annual jiroduotion of gold and silvor in this coun- 
try oanriot be ostiinated at over S70,000,0(M) ; and heretofore, at least 
850,000,000 of this has boon exported ovor and above the amount tlml has 
Ijoon imported. Thn biilanco of trailo has boon against ns; and although I 
do not regard that as ouleviug much into the caUuiluiion, yet it 5s a fact that 
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tuitil recently, porimpa, the balance of trade lias been against us. The an- 
nual coinage of the United States for the last year or two has been largely 
increasing, and last year the coinage of the United States was §38,(589,183, 
Ijosides a stamping into fmo bars, which operates as a kind of coinage, of 
§27,917,000. So that tliero has been in fact converted, of gold and silver, 
into coin, or bars stamped by the United States, $06,000,000 (Inring the last 
year, showing a use and einployiiient of gold in this country lliut is now 
rapidly increasing. 

But still this state of affairs would not justify us in saying tiiat we are 
prepared to declare a resumption of specie payments absolutely' upon the 
basis of $800,000,000 of paper money, including our fractional cunenoy. I 
am, tlicreforo, not prepaved to say that tlio United States can, on a fixed day, 
within a reasonable time -within sucli a time as would give confidence in our 
ability to povforni it — say that wo will absolutely' rcdeoin onr notes in coin, 

“ I know that Senators horn, for wliose opinion I liavo the higliost respect, 
who are probably more sanguine of our ability and capacity to do this than 
1 am — many of those who liavo agreed with nie and cotiperated with mo- 
think wo arc able and strong enough to fix the time for the absolute losuinp- 
tion of spoeio payments; hut 1 have alway^s doubted it. Indeed I have 
liiought there was a bettor way to roacli the great result. But If wo cannot 
fix the time when wo will redemn in coin, can wo not give additional valm^ 
to our United States notes, so as to gnidually approciato them t(» the coin 
standard, and thus advance toward speoio jiayineiits if wo cannot reach the 
goal ? Boeanso we cannot accomplish all timt wo have agreed to do in a 
givou time, does that roUovo us from the. nccv'.ssity of progressing \u that 
direction? When wo have before us a long journey lliat will take months 
to pass, porhaj)3 years, shall we delay starting on tliat journoy' becauso we 
cannot reach tlie ond of it inn year or two ? Not at all. J therefoio say 
that the time lias arrived tliis moment when the United Stales ought to do 
something to advance its notes to tlie specie standard. 

“ Now what is that something ? 'I'hero are two pro])ositioiis, and only 
two proposifions, tlait have been made, aside from alisolute coin re<lemplion, 
that have had any slrengtii whatever. One is to allow the Uniti*d Slulos 
notes to bo received in payment of cxistojns dtitics, the otlior is to allow 
United States notes to bo converted into bonds. In regard to the first,! 
agree entirely that if the matter was open now to our clioico and selection, 
one of the best methods we could adopt to advance our notes to par in gold 
would bo by repealing tiiat restriction wdiich prevents the veceiviug 
of thorn for oustoms duties ; but wo are mot tliere by the sacred pledge of 
the United States; wo are met there by the fact tImt customs duties aro, 
by the law of 1802, agreed to be collected in coin." 

Mr. Haycarcl inquired : 

“Does not tlie law provide that the oustoms duties shall bo paid in coin 
or in notes of the United States ? Is not the alternative given by the law ? " 
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1 replied: 

0,110. If tlio SiMiulor will look ill Tiof (lui iu‘l op l'\'l)vuiirv 

iio, lH(i2 my frioml from ViMinoiit nin turn Ici il in a monn'iii lin will 
find dial llioKi is an r\|)ross slipuliUion (liut. (lio onstcans clutios sltull 
bn colloolial in coin, ami dial Uiis l oin shall la^ srl asidn as a iilml^i* 
h'^al lun^na^o is us<'il ami shall nnlv bo applii’il, (irsl, lo I hi' |iayinonl 
of dm inlorosi on tlio jiuhlio chdib ami. siMsimlly, lo (lu> i’slablislnni'nt i»f 
a Hinkin^ fund of ono |a‘r isuif. 'I’lml was llio basis of llio obli^Uioii of 
llu^ Unilml Slalo.s to pay in coiij, and but for (ho fai*( thal wo rtillooloil 
oiir onstoms dntios in laiin iluriii^ (In' war wo oi»nhl tiol huvo paid dii' iiiliu* 
osl on our public^ tlobl in uoln, ami llnUidoro our bmiils would havi' sunk out 
of 'riial plodon \v(i iMUinol iiiiw vlolali'; ami I lU'Vor liuvo yc'L bmui 

ablo (o brinj^ my mind (o tin' ootisidorai ion of any proposilion wliatovor 
wliioh would i'Von siiook or I'Xiuli' llu' fi’ur of Iho pubbo lUi'iHliUs in dial 
rnspi'oi. 'Tho safoly of dit' pnblio rroililois liuisisls in Imvin;;' a HpiM-illo 
fuml for dm payiiionl of (liolr iiilon'sl ; ()ii« piimupal will takiMSin* of ilsidf ; 
ami dial fuml lias always bomi mainlalnotl in (bo diiikosi hours of (ho war. 
Fx(*iipl dm [iroposilions (hal liavo boon mailo Imio ami (hon' fo impair thal 
fund by allowin^^ a porlion of dai oustoinM ilutu's (n bo pahl in oiirn'iu^Vi il 
has novor boon oillmr invailod or ihriuKoiiiMl ; Iml nil HUi’li piiipositioiis havo 
bimn volod down. I, {Imroforo, whib' I sis' (lii> poboy and (In' i'X|iodit'm'y 
of idlowiii/^ lli(*si^ noli'H to bii UHod in payinont of misloins dutios, simply say 
wo ai‘o proolmlml from (hal numsly bmatuso wo havo iiior(^>a^od dial fund, 
iiml wo havo no powor to tidio (lii'in for any piirptiso I'xoojil dial whioli dit^ 
inorti^m^n^ slipulatos. 

■X- -X- -X- « ^ X* X: 'X' 

“ Wti tin'll ooino to llm rodonipdon In bonds. M'lmn' is iho moral nbb* 
Ration, on tim pari of tiro (Jidtod Statf^s, wliioh Ims issmul its nob^w [layaMo 
in (loiii, bill for nuisoiiH of pubbt* pi>lioy dons not pay in i?oin, lo jrivo In ils 
orodiiiiiH ils union Imiirliii^^ in(i*ri*Hi in pliu’t' of coin, 'Pirn Ibiilisl Sialos 
oaiiiiol pli'iid iiiabilily to pay Inlorosi on ils noli's if il will iiol nr caiiiiol pay 
iho prinoipal. ^^^hy shouhl not the IbiilisI Sialos ^Ivo its nliboaliou boar* 
ini' intori'st Just as any Imbvidua) wouhl liavi' to tin? I’lnui' is a iiinnd 
oiili^iUioii ^vhicll rosfs u|ion tin' Ibiiltsl Slali's ovoryday of tlio your lo I'vory 
lioldnr of (host' notes, iiominso. alllmn^li I(m' (biihsl Sialos fiits not snicl 
when il will rt'dci'ni lli(‘sn nolcs in coin, yd it is bnniid In do wlial il <*aii lo 
j^ivo Ihom additional valiio. Alllmu^li il may not receive lln*so imlos for 
ciisloms ilutics, wdiy cun il imi roccivi* ihoso nob*s In payincnl of buiidH? 
W^hy (lism'iitiimiLo a^ainsl (heso nolt*s in ibo sale of linmIsV 'I'lm iiiiswri* is, 
dial during' llm war wc' wc'ro compcllnd lo do il ; iiml so wr' wen'. I very 
nduolanlly yit'hlecl (o thal noiM'Hsily, \Vi\ were eompidhsl to do il; but, 
sir, it w'lis only oxpmtlod thal that would eonliniu' to llio elosi' of tlio war; 
and, pnnnlruilly, cluriii^ llm wlmlo <»f dn^ war llirso imles wen' n'l'clvisl at 
par for bonds al par. 


If, (lii'ii'fiin*. \vt' an* tu lain* anv (i»\>anl jiuwtnMiN, svliy 

n^t tht' Itoivlw tvf I'nin’i! Stutrs luitrs wlui tUMitutaK U, w IvimuI 

tif (lio INiilt'rl Siuh's ltranii|<; a itMiHiinaMn nih» «if hi t*\i'han^i( 

fnr Ilia hnh*sV 'I'hia aiaiulil t>nlY la* »lnna aH*'!* a limn, ai> 

ns t{* |in*vniit any iiijiiry In llm |iiivaln mnftanls ItnlwntMi dnlilnr anil 
rrnilihir, ^Vill'n wn njiinitit |niv tlm min, Wi* an* Imnoiaitl v ami Hanimlly 
Inaunl In pay in a laual nf llin l?jiiliM| Shilns, wliiiOi In nnlinary llninri 
wniilil n|i|irn\iMiiih« In par in pOiK In nihnr \vi»nlM, lliin In a ipinlillml rn* 
i|(*}iiplii*ii. 'Till* Snhalnr fmin liiillana rjills ii a * half way innaHtirn/ l( 
iH a iinU'Vvay nit'iisnrn in ihi* J'i;r)i( tlirmiinn, ami imlnsl it 1 h [inintirul Hprann 
liayiiiniit/' 

T)i(t 1)111 lot) Id a )i)ii]^ coni iiiiious di'hiiln wliirli (<.\l(Mitlt'c| lo 
llio (illi ol' April, 1 h7-(. ScvitiiI aiiu'iiiliiii'nl.s \vt>ra (i(T(>rtMl and 
mlopU'd wUudi (Miluvi'i'd l!u\ umxumuu uf nulcs lu 
and j^naiXly wcaki'innl llm bill aa a incasiiro ot rnaunipl inn of 
Hporin payiiK'nlw. lly ri'anon of lln'sn anicnduK'nlH nnuiy of 
liman wim would laivn snpporlcil llm Inlt aa itdrndncnd 
V(iI(m 1 ap[ai)inl. il. on ila passapn, I aiiinitf' fim iinnilii')'. 'I'lm 
bill, Imwt'vnr, )>iisatMl (bn SimiuIo by a voln of yrns and 
naya ‘Jl. Tin' lillc of llm bill was clianpc'd In ”A bill In lis 
fho anmnnl' of I'ioIimI Slab's nnb'.s ninl llm (‘ir<'oltil inn of 
nalional banka, ami fnr nllmr puiposi's." 'I’liis (•baMp:i* nf lillo 
indicalcM llm radi<Mil rlinnj.(o in I In* pinvisiniia of llm bill. In- 
ab'ail of a n'lnrii loai)i'c-i«' paynmnis. il pinvidi'il for an cspan- 
ainn of an innilt'i'inablt' {•iirn‘in*y. 

Tim bill, as il. pa.sscd llm Sniialc. was as fnllnw.s: 

" /{i it I till! til/, >/>*., 'I'liiii till* iiiii\iiiiiiiii iiiiioiini Ilf I '||l|(•■| ■S||iti**i iiiiti'H 
in lii'Vi'by llxi'il lit $mn.tuKt.t«tn. 

"Sri'. U. 'I’lml fiiliy i*iv iiiillit'ii!' in initrs fnr ■■iinilitliiMi, in inMilion In 
Kii<')i rir«iiliitii>n nmv iillnwnl liy Inw, *"111111 In* i***<in‘<l In inirmanl liunliiia' 
tiKHiiriiilioiiH iinvv fti}.;iini/ril iinil wliirli nniy 1"' ••|•^n^ni/l•^l lii*ii'iifii*i\ imi) mih'Ii 
iiK'n'imiMl l•irl■M)lllinn hlmll In* ilistiilmti'il nicinnj' tin* xrvriiil i*liiti*M ii*> pi'i* 
villi'll ill Hl'i'linll I nf till* nrl riililli'il 'All nrl <■> |)|i<\iilr fnr (In* I'rilrinplinii nf 
(III* llirnt ])i*r i'i*iil. li*iii|Hiriii'V Iniin ri'iiilli'iilr** ninl r><i' nii iin'i'rii**i' nf iiiirKinnl 
lillllk llnlrn,’ ll|i[irnvril .Inly P.'. iH'iO. And riirli liiiliniinl liiilikin^' ll••^tH•ill. 
linn, iinw iirj^ani/.i'il nr lirrriiflrr in In* nrf^niii/i'd, )<liiill liri*|i mill aiiiininin, 
HH il ]mrl nf iiH ri'Mi'i'Vi* n'i|iiiri*il liy lii'v. ntn* fniirlli |iiiit nf ilii> miii rrmivnl 
by il im inlurrut nn IhiimIm nf (lin Ibiilrd .'''Iii|r*i di*|in**ilril im hrnirity f")" rii' 
I'liliiliiia; imli’H nr ^iivri'iiinriil iii<|in)«itii; ninl lliiil li>*rriifli*r nnly nin<-fnnrlli nf 
till' vrKnrvn nnw |irrHi*rilii>il by law fnr iialiniiiil banliin^ in*'<ni<iiilinn>' rliall 
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ooiinial of balinioos (hio (<> an asHoaialioii availal>li> fcir tlio m(li>in])tiim of i(a 
ciroiilalino noliis from aHsooialioim in uilins of I'oclimiiilioii, iiia) ti|ion wlilnh 
bnlanooH no iulciivnl nhnll ho [laid.” 

Tlio l)ill WHS l.ak(M» up in l.lio jloiist^ of [{(\pn>s('nlal.lvos on 
tho Mtli of April, IM7-1, and, willnnil. 5i.ny (k'ltaUi on il.s jinu'iks, 
was passed by l.ln^ volo ol' MO yeas nnd J02 nays. 

On tlio 2yiul of Ajiril, I’n'.siilonl'. (irani. rot.nrncd Mni bill lo 
tho Sonato with bis veto, nnd llio S('nal<*, upon llui (pK'sliion, 
“Shall the bill jmss notwilbslandiiiK Ilio objcud.ions of lb(< 
Probklout of tb(i Unilcal Slaliss,” voical IM yens and 110 nay.s, I 
voted nay. 'I'bo pn*sid((nl. of ilio Scnalo (hudan'd " that two- 
thirds of tho S(Miators pn*s(nil. not bavinij; vol<ul in tho allinna- 
tivo tho iSonalo vofn.sc's to jmss l!i(i bill.” 

Tbtis, for Ihnt si'ssion, Hk' sl.nip:;r|o for l•(‘sllnlplion ('inh'd ; 
bnt tho ihdialo in bolli I lonsi's nliriu'iiul po|inlav di.sc.nssion, and 
tondod in tlio vif^ht diroc.tion. Tho ovil olToc.bs of tho sti'in{f('iioy 
in inonotavy alTairs, (,ho want of (•onlidouc.o, tho rodnotion of 
tho national rovoniio, tho doc.lino of doiiK'stic, ]tvodnol.ions, all 
thoHO oontributod to imjiross (loiiffn^ss with i.ho iniiiorativo 
noco.ssiby of providinjf sonio nu'iusnro of roliof. Instoad of inlla- 
tion, of largo iHsno,s of paiior nionoy by llu^ Unifod .States aii<( 
tho national biuiks, Ihoro grow up a ronviction lliat tin' bot- 
tov polic.y was to limit nnd rodiir.o tho volnino of such inonoy 
(.0 an amount that (smld lio maintaim'd at ]mr wif h c.oin. 

During tho (’.anvass thal. I'oIIowimI I spoko in many pavl-s of 
Ohio, mmlining inysolf ohiolly to (inanc.ial ([iiostions. 'I.’ho 
stringoiic.y of (ho nionoy market vvhie.h ommrred tlio proc.oding 
year still oontinnod, and groat interest was nianifosti'd in I.ho 
moasuros ])roposod (hiring tin' jin'ciMling session, (>.sp(n’.ially in 
tlio doh'at of tho bill to provoiitiho (smtrnel ion of the e.lll•rone.y. 
At (,ho roqiiost of (loni'ral Oarlhdd 1 spoke in Warren in his 
Oongrossioiial distriol., wlii'ro he niel, for the first l.ime, a ilo- 
cidoil o|)]K)sition. I insorl. his anlograjili ]ot(.oi.‘, I.ho original 
being in his familiar hand writing: 

lltitA.M, Oiim, S.'plnuhi'c lifi, IM7I. 

UiiiMi So.N.ei'on : in tutctii'ilaiii'o will, llm nii'aiigitiniml wIi'k'Ii I tmnlo 
will, yon aiul will. Uin tamlral l■(llltllliUl>l•, wn laivi. |.iihI<'<I you For a rniiha 
inuuting nl Warrmi, on KiiUmIuy arimnoon, OmIoIk.I' 10. I lio|u. I hIuiII 
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not l'lnilnrra^‘^i ynu iiy (hut in your you lukn o(*rj»Nion lo 

Huy u fmv wonlrt in n’fiuonro to my Hlamtiii^ iiml puhlii^ srrvioi* jih a rn|»i»o 
Uim(iitivo. 1 1 will do mmOi (n tuniMliuuol lln* |irojudiro lluil n htnull luioli o( 
pniHihfiml u.^sjiihinlH luivn ritailod U|(ain^{ inn. I wri(n ut^o to iiu|nin« if you 
will hn willing to iit niititlmr jiliioo (ho ^uim* ovimiii^. If \\o uro 

\ cuy iiu\inUH lo liJivo you do HO. lMoasr» (olo^niph ini' (o ( hiirollsvilh', ( ))iio, 
iiiul oldi^^o, Voiy Indy youiHi 


J. A, (fAUnKi.ii. 


C’llAPTKIt XXV. 

]5ir,r, t'ou tiik Kkkumption ok Skiocik J*ay.mknth. 


Dcdiiin in Vuluo of I'lipor MtuH'y-- Mn'lliiK of in 

of lOlfVoii (.n Koniiubilo a Hill io Aflvain’(» nulled Shi(;(‘H li> 

Pui'iu I’tun — W’ldiOy DIIToi liif^ VI<‘\vh t)f llin MuuiliorK — Itedcuupt joii of l*Vuis 
Honid nnvreniw lli'udii.v U> — Otiu?v SiT.Uoim V'innUy Adopted — 

Mt’aiiH U) nix‘|uiru for and Mnliilaln Heniiinptiuji — flepurt of (ha lllll 
hy tlio CtJiaaiilleiMui l‘’Iuauei * — [(h PaHHajj^t? by tlm Si*ua(e by a 
Volt' of lo I t — VwW M’t sl of the MmKUvo uutl au K\- 
plaualioii of WluH h \Vrl^t Kxijeelrd In Ai t'tJraplUli -* 

A|i|)rnval by lln' IlnUHO niul Hit* PreHltleiil. 

W II ION (.'oiij^ni.s.s uH'l. in Docomlxu*, IH7'1, tlio iiinoiinl; 
of United iStat(!s notos out.standinf' wjis 
000, 'I'ho (ractioind nol.oH ontslandinjf c.nnvorUlilo 
into legal tondons aniountod to S'MiOOO.OOO, and tlio 
amount of national hank not(i.s r-odconialdo in lawful inonoy waH 
1354,000,000, in all $780,00(),()0(). lOacli dollar waa worth a frac.- 
tion loss than HI) conis in <!oin, Whilo tlios<i notoH wor(^ a t a 
discount coin did nob and could not circulato as inoiu'y. Tlio 
govornniont oxactod c-oiu for customs duti(;s and paid <‘.<)in for 
iutiOvest (uv its honds. If there was an excess of coin rec<uv(’d 
from customs to pay interest tlion the cx<-,oss was sold at a pre- 
mium. If the receipts from customs wor(» insullleieid. to [tay 
tlio intorost on honds, tli(» government had to l)uy tlui eoin ami 
pay tho premium. 'I'lio iieople who were demauding more 
money to relievo tho stringency did not see tliat the Imatway to 
got more money into circulation was to adopt measuix's that 
would mako XTniUd States notes and hank notes e((uii.l f.o coin, 
wlion all thrno Idrms of money would entc'i’ into circnlation 
and thus givo thcni more money and all kinds of equal valiu!. 

Wliilo our paper monoy was depreunated the gold and silver 
bullion from oiir mines wont abroad and was coinau’ltal into 
t'ovoign coin, whilo a large portion and perhaps a majority of 
our people deinandcid mon^ paper money, wliic.h declimsl in 
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value in exact proportion to its increaso. During the war vast 
expenditures coinpollod us to use paper money; the return of 
peace and the excess of l eveiiue over expenditures sliould have 
boou promptly followed by coin payments or notes payable in 
coin. We delayed this process so long that the popular mind 
rested content with depreciated money, but the panic of- iH73, 
ami the feverish speculation which preceded it, convinced the 
great body of our business men that there was no remedy foi’ 
existing evils but a return to specie payments. 

Another bill concerning currency ami free banking was re- 
ported l)y Horace Maynard, of Tonnessco, on the 21)l.h of Janu- 
ary, 1874, from the committee on banking and eiiirency of 
the House of llopvcsenta.tiYCS, which provided for free bank- 
ing and a gradual reducl/ion and cancellation of I]nil.e<l 
States notes by the issue of notes payable in gold in two 
j'oars from the passage of tlio hill. This was fully deljated 
in the House of Roprosonlatives and amended and passed. 
Tn the Semit-o it Avas i-oportod by me from the commitiee 
on huance, with a substitnie which provided for free bank- 
ing and that on and after (ho 1st of January, 1877, any 
holder of United Slates notes migl*t present them for pay- 
ment either in coin or live per cent, bonds of the United States, 
at the suggestion of the Scci’ct-ary of the Troasm-y. This 
substitute was a.memlcd in the Senate by striking out all pro- 
visions for the redemption of United Shites notes, leaving ilie 
measure one for free banking alone. The Honso disagreed to 
the aincmlmcnts and a committeo of conferenee was appoinled 
which resulted in a measure lixing the amount of United 
States notes onfslanding at $882,000,000, and making no provi- 
sion for their redemption. Tt was a ernde anti imperfect nioas- 
ure. J voted for it hccan.so it provided fora redistribution of 
national banks among the states. I said: “Because 1 cannot 
got a majority of both Houses of Congress to agree to sptmio 
resumption T ought not therefore to refuse to vote for a lull on 
the subject of banking and currency.” The bill was approved 
by the President on the 20th of Juno, 1874. This long .struggle 
prepared the Avay for the result accomplished at the next 
session. 
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When Congress met in Deciember, 1S74, the feeling that the 
remedy for existing evils was the return to specie payments, 
was general among Republican Senators and Members, The 
abortive ett'orts of the previous se,ssinn and the veto of Presi- 
dent Grant of one of the bills referred to contributed to it. At 
the first Republican conference I called attotition io the ncces- 
.sity of our uniting, if possible, on some measure tliat would 
advance United States notes to par in coin and moved that a 
committee of eleven Senators be created to formulate a bill for 
that purpose. It was agreed to, and, as the names of the Sen- 
ators composing the committee have already been published, 1 
feel justified in repeating them: The coininittee consisted of 
Senators John Sherman (chairman), William 15. Allison, (ieorgt! 
S. lloutwell, Roscoe Oonkling, George lA Edmunds, 'I'homas W, 
Ferry, F, T, Frolinghuysen, Timothy 0, llowe, John A, Logan, 
Oliver P, Morton, and Aaron A. Sargent. 

When tho committeo met it was agreed that each member 
should state how far he would go in the direction of specie re- 
sumption. When those statements were made it was manifest 
that tho divergence of opinion was .so great that an agreement 
was almost impossible. Yet, the necessity of an agrecmoiit 
was so absolute that a failure to agree was a. disruption of the 
Republican party. 

Tho first seetion of tho act to provide foi’ the resumption 
of specie payments, which vchited to tho coinage and issue 
of fractional silver under tho act of February 21, 1853, and 
the redemption of an equal amount of fractional currency 
until tho wlmle amount of .such fi-actional c.iirrency out- 
standing should be redeemed, was readily agreed to. fi’hi.s frac- 
tional curroncy was so worn and filthy, ajul it cost so inucli to 
reissue, that by general consent its destrnctif)n was agreed to, 
and its roplaceiiioiit by bright now silver coin, whicli followed, 
was heartily welcomed. 

Tho second section was an unjust conccs.sion to tho luiiiers 
of gold. It repealed the coinage charge for converting staiida.r(l 
gold bullion into coin. This cliargc had boon maintained, not 
only to cover the cost of coining, but to prevent tho cxpoi ta- 

tion of American coins. Tf the coins were of Ie.ss value than 

y -80 


Ui(i luiUimi (if wliicli Ihcy wen' nuutt'. Imwovi'r .smiill llu' ilillVr- 
fln'.v wniild iKil. lu' ('Xporlotl \vliil(» hiillitm cinilW liti lm<l 
for i‘\|ii)ilii.l idii. Till' (•(Hjciwinii wiis uuulc* ami llu' ftir 

cdinii^ii of gold U'us prulnluli'd, 

Tli(* Tn'd liaidiiiifji; |>i‘nvihiiinis in Mh' lldnl Hdclitni W('r(' 
iidl. n(*i’i(Minly (‘(ltd ('fill'd. 'I’lii' I'nid ntci icin of (In' vidiinio of 
I’nilcd Sliili'.s noli>s naiioniil liiud< noh's imni'tiHod, wiih oiii' 
of ilio clni'f s\d)ji'Hs of disugn'i'inoul. U wim llnnily u)j;ri't'd 
llial. (Ids cold nu'l ion should (>\liMid only lo llii' ndiroincnl. of 
Ihdicd Slali's iioli's in excess of §dO((,(l( 10,0(11). 

The niosl s(^riouH dispiife wiis upon (ho (pieslion wind hoc 
Undod Stales noles presonliMl for r(<(l(nni)lion and nsleeiued 
could ho reissued. On (In' one side it was nr^ed llial, heiiiK 
I’odeemod, (.hoy c.ould nol. ho roissuod wilhouf an ('X[)i'0ss pro- 
vision of law. 'I'ho inllalionisis, as all ihoso who favored 
Uniled Stales noles as ]iiirl of onr pennanoni- curriun’y wore 
cnllod, refnseil lo vole for lIu' hill if any such provismi was 
insi'iled, while (hose who favored coin payniinds wen> i'<|nally 
positive I lull (hey would Vole for no hill lliiil perinillcd noles 
onci' redeeiui'd lo he nnssneil. 'I'his ap[uaired lo he llie roch 
upon which (In' [tnriy in power was lo spill. I had no donhl 
under I'xisliiif^ law, wilhoul. any furllu'r provision, hid Ihal 
Ihiiled Slali's insles could hi' ndsHUisl. II was linalli agreeil (hat 
no nienl ioii should Im made hy me for or uf'ainsi lhi‘ reissue of 
noles, and Ihal. I musi md coinmif eil her siditin pri'sind iii).; I In* 
hill. 

Tin' dal (I for general resnmplionof specie paymenis on all 
Uniled Shdes uoli's was lixi'd on (lie lir.sl. of .laniiary, I.HVlI. four 
yi'urs from I he framing of l ids hill. The impoi laid and cdosing 
clause of llie hill was ri'ferred lo ,Mr. Kdmniids and my.Helf. It 
[irovided the nu'iius lo prepare for and lo mainiain resumplion. 
llphuM'd iimh'r (he coni rot of I he Secrelury of (he Treasury all 
the surplus revi'inu' in the Ireasury, and gavi« him full power (o 
isHiK', M('ll and ilispo.se of, ah nol less Ilian par in coin, any of 
the honds descrihed in tile refunding act-. We were careful lo 
seleel. phraseology so comprehensive Ihal. all the resources and 
ciedil. of Ihe governiiienl. were pledged lo redeem the miles of 
the Uniled Slali's, as fully and c.omidele])' as our llevolul ioniiry 
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fathor.s plcclgod t-o <Hic,h oUiov IlH'ir lives, Mioir forlniu's, iiiid 
thwv saci'od honor, in supjiovl. t»l! U\o lU'v.liivatitm ol' Anun-ieau 
iudopondanco. 

After ovory sontc'neo and word of this liill liiid Ix'CMi ciirn- 
fnlly sorntinized, T was a.iiiliorizt'(l l)y ovory nK'uilior of I ho 
coiniiiittoo to suhniil. it lo tlio o(tniiiiittoo on liiiaina', and In 
report it from that c.nmmitloo us tho niiiiiiinions act of tll<^ 
Ifopiiblioiin Suiuitors. VV(^ naturally oxpccU'd sonuf HU[)port 
from Mr. llayard and otimr Domocralic Soiial;or.s, who, nodniilit, 
woro in favor of .spoo.io i)ay)nonls, bid. poidiaps llioiigUt it 
bo.st not to .slmro tho risk of tho nicusiiro. 

I roportod Mu^ bill from l lio I’omniilloo on linanoi* on I ho 
‘21at of J ItHionila'r, 1H7'I, and p:a v(' nolin' Ibal- on llio no\l day 
I would oall it np with a view lo imniodiato iudioa. On Iho 
2'Jnd, affer Iho inoraiiip: bn.sih<'.ss, 1 inovod lo procooil to tho 
oonsidoral.ion of tho bill, and gavo iiolioo Hint I inloiidml lo 
press it to its passago, fnan that Inair forward, at llio oarlii'sl. 
mcnnoiit priud icitliln. It was well inuh'r.sbuid I hat Uni bill was 
the result ol! a Hopuhlioan oonforimco. II was I alum up by ihn 
docisivo veto of th) yoas to IS nays. 

It was not iny purpose to do inoro than In prosonl. tho pro- 
visions of tho bill. My brief slalmiiont led lo a. ih'snll.ory 
dobutn, participulxHl in almost oxo.Insivoly by Doniooval io. Smui- 
tors, tho Uopnhiioan Sonutons roinaining sihml.. fSovoral votos 
worn taken, each showing a nuijorily of inoro than I \vo-l hints 
in favor of tho hill uiid against all aniondinonls, 11 passed Iho 
Sonato without o.liango hy tho vote of H2 yoas lo M luiys. 

I lioro in.sort the hill as introdiiood and passed, with my 
atatoinont in .support of ils provisions : 

A.s aot to ruiivinn itik ai<si'Mi'rioN ok motcii; I'avmiinth. 

“.//(! ii (Unn’tvd III/ thr Siimlr iinil .J/iium (if }{i jnUnintntlt'iH of' (hv 
XInite.d iSttitm iif Atnf.n’rn i>i ( 'tijit/n titi (owi uddi d, 'I'lmf tin- Sn^ri'lary of dio 
'rroiisury is limudiy iiiUlMiri/cil mul riM)uii-(>(l, tm rn|ii(lly hh [tm<-lii-iilili>, lo 
ciaiiH(t U) lin itoiiii'c), iit llio iiiiiilx of (lio llnitiat S()i<i>h, hil\)‘r of llid do- 

niiiiiitmlioiiH of toil, (Avonly-llvc, loul llfly ci'iiIh, of sliOHliod viiluo, luid to 
isHuo dioni in ri'dnniptioii of lui i’({iiiil niiiiilii>r and anionnl of riacUonal inir- 
ronoy of aiinilar (Icnoiniiiuliona, cir, at hia discrodon, lin iiniv iaaiin Hindi ailvor 
iiolna tlirongli (lin ininta, du> Htdi-lraiiHurinH, |inldiii d('|i<iHitai'ii>H, mihI 
ullluua uf tliu United Stales { and, upon mieli iasue, lie in liendiy iiullioir/.eil 
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aiirl re(]niird to redoein an oqiml umouiit of siuih fractional currency, until 
tlie whole amount of such fractional currency oulstanding shall be reclceincd. 

<‘Sr:c. Tliat so much of section throe thousand five hundred and 
twenty* four of the Revised Statutes of the United States as provides for a 
oliargo of one-fifth of one per continn for couvortiijg standard gold bullion 
into coin is hereby repealed ; and hereafter no charge slmll be made for 
tliat service. 

“See. 8. That section five thousand one Innulred and sevoiity-Hovon of 
the Revised Statutes, limiting the aggregate amount of circulating notes of 
national boficing associations, be, and is hereby, repealed ; and oaoli existing 
banking association may in crease its circulating notes in accordance with 
existing law, without respect to said aggregate limit ; and new banking 
associations may be organized in accordance with existing law, without re- 
spect to said aggregate limit ; and the provisions of law for the withdrawal 
and redistribution of national bank currency among the several states and 
territories arc hereby repealed. And whenever, and so often, as circulating 
notes shall be issued to any such banking association, so increasing its capi- 
tal or circulating notes, or so newly organized as aforesaid, it shall be the 
duly of the Socrolary of the Treasury to redeem the legal tender United 
States notes in excess onl}' of tlireo hundred millions of dollars, to tlio 
amount of eiglity per centum of ilie sum of national bunk notes so issued to 
any such banking association as aforesaid, and to continue such n*(loiiiption 
as such oircnlaliug notes arc issued until there shall bo outstanding the sum 
of tlirco liuiidrcd million dollars of sucli legal tender United States notes, 
and no more. And on and after the first day of January, anno Doiului 
eighteen linndrcd and suvonty-nine, the Secretary of the Treasury shall ro- 
deem in coin the United States legal tender notes then outstanding, on 
their presentation for redonijition at tlio onico of the nssislant treasurer of 
the United States in the city of Now York, in sums of not loss than fifty 
dollars. And to enable the Secretary of tho Treasury to pnjpuro and jiro- 
vide for tlie redemption in this act authorized or rc(piired, ho is authorized 
to use any surplus revenues from time to time in Iho treasury not othorwiso 
appropriated, and to issue, sell, and disj) 0 .so of, at not less than par in coin, 
either of tho descriptions of bonds of the United States doscribe<l in llio a(!t 
of Congress approved July fourteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy, oiili- 
tied ‘An act to authorize tho refunding of tho national debt,* with like 
qualities, privileges, and oxomptions, to tho extent necessary to carry this 
act into full effect, and to use the jiroceeds thereof for tho purposes afore- 
said. And all provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
are hereby rojiealod.’’ 

I said : 

“Mr. president, T do not intend to reopen the debate on financial topics 
of the last session. That debate was carried to such great longlli that it was 
not only exhaustive, but it was exhausting, not only mentally but physically. 
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' ® Otijtte 18 coiiiposod of tlm sanio persons who shared in tliat dobatOj and 

ilttorly idle for us, in this short session, to reopen it and to invite Ihedis- 
of tho viirions topics presonlod in tiiat delvalo. Tho Seuato is now 
loi5s than throo inontiis, u llttlo inoro tlian two months, of its adjouin* 
<Liicl there is a goiionil feeling tliroiigliout tho country, shiu‘e<l by all 
^*aaf5os3 pooplo» that this Congress ought to give some dofinite notice to (lie 

of this country as to their purpose in tho iiu})orlant topics einbraced in 
^ 'ila Vji 1 1 • find I say to Senators on all sides of the House tlait tliis bill contains 
to aoeompUsh tho important object declared by tho title of the bill, 
fiiifi 'without reviving all tlie troublesome and diflicult Quostioiis which 
Wr^ro cli«oussed at tho last session. It contains a few simple pro^a^silions 
limy be separated from tho mass (;f ilnumhal t<jpics (listuissocl 
*tt t. lio Itvst session. Its [uirj>osi> i.s declared upon tlio title of the bill, 

* Ai'i fxot to provide for the resumption C)f specie payments,’ Kvevy 
word, ovorv lino, and every provision, of this bill is in harmony with llml 
titio. It ^vlll tend to promote the i*esumj)tion of s]>ocie payments. It may 
I In many particulars of tho desire of some Senators ; and it does go 

fnrtlior iir that diroclion than some Senators were willing to support at (he 
last »t3ssion. It is a bill wliioh demands ronsonable concession from every 
-Moiixl^c^r of tho Senate. If we undorlako now to seek to carry out tho indi- 
viclojtl viows of any Senator, wo cannot aoooiiiplisli tho passage of any bill to 
proiiioto t/lus object, and therefore this bill has denmndotl of ovoryono who 
tins oonaoiited to it thus far a sunondor of some portiotis of lus Ofiinioiisas to 
Ulorxsuros and means to accomplish tho great purpose. I will oousldor my 
cl ii ty cl on o, so far as this bill is concerned, by simply staling its provisions and 
sittention to tho cliaraoter of these provisions, without oniorlng into 
u siii^^lo "Lopio ihsit gave rise to tlic long discussion at tho la.st session. 

lo bill is intended to ])rovide for the resumption of specie payments. 
Vika fi rnt section of tho bill provides for (ho rosuini)lion of specie payments 
cwi tlio f I iiolional currency. It is confined to tliat sulyect alone. It so 
liui>ponsi that \\i this puvUoidar period of time tho stale of (he inonoy markol, 
tlio atJito of tho demand for silver bullion, and more espooiully tlio recent 
aotioii of the Gorman Empire, which lias demonetized silver and thus ohoup« 
unccl tliivti product, enables us now, without any loss of revonue, witlioul any 
naorifioo, to enter tlu) market for the purchase of bullion and resume specie 
pay tn outs on our fractional currency. The markol prico of bullion today 
will the govornmonl of tlio United Slates, without any sacrifice, at a 

prlc^o 21 equivalent to, or perhaps a trifle above, our fractional currency— 

ic^arool y shadow above our fractional enwoney — U> purchase silver bullion 
in tlio money markets of tho world, mostly of our own production, perhaps 
''ntix’oly of onr own production. This bill simply directs that the Secretary 
tlio purchase this bullion and shall coin silver coin and 

^ l^sfcitoto tliat in tho place of fractional currency. To that extent it is a 
specie payments upon the silver standard For the fraollonal 
This section is rQOominonded not only by tho Secretary of the 
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f'lonMuy and (lit^ i>f tlii' SIuIph, hut I liulit'Vu will innni tlin 

rnnorul nuK urn'iit u of uvury Ariuiihi r n[ flu? Siuiuh*. iiiul wo forluniiloly am 
‘iiuIjUkI oiiil)itu'i» dio jaosiMU liiiu' {.«» roinimuioo lliiw i»|>iM’nUMii without any 
(isH to llio ^ovoihiiionl, oxoopi jituliujis thocosl of lUo ft>inj|^o of iIiIh nilvor 
liny Iiitvii (o ho piud out of Iho Iroasiiry of llii» Itiiitoil SiuIoh. 'rhnt ooiimp^o 
liny Ijn do no in tiio ordiimry c’tniiM* of liuhiaoss witlioul. any iuonMiHo of ox- 
nauliliin’i^, 'Tim luinlH c)f tin' Ihuti'd Sluli's um now* |ii’opnroih inmimliaLoly 
ipon till' piiHsii^ro of lliia hill, 1(> rohuino I ho i nf Hilvf'r roinn c>f nl) llio 

I'l^nd diMH»iiiimilionH* 'riuuoforo llu^ I'oinnuilocx Inta pnividiMl timt tlio Sooro- 
nry of iho 'I’jnsiMUiy nladl jirtuMHMl to ocun iho aitviu* onins, and in oiio of 
ov(U4il ways to \H^x\is ilunii in Iho pluo<^ of rnn^lioiiiil <miToni*y. 

I nooil iKitdwull fiirdii'i* U|inn thia aoiUloii, hiaMUiao i holinvo it will moot 
vilh IIk> ^touuiil JihHiUil of iho Siuado. It |u<Jvi{los for dm iiiunodiiilo ro- 
iuinplii^n of Bjiooio pnyiiunita ujioii tho fniotioniil ouri'iuiry, or at loanl iih 
minodiato uh [josaihlo ; lluil in, iih hooii hm tho p[ovonimont of llu^ lliiiti'd 
can, in dm ininlH of Iho Uniloil Sliitos, ooiu tho aitvor iu>in. Thutpnm- 
‘hi may oonfimio oim, two, or lliVi*o yoarn, lon^r^ \vn oaiinoi loll, dopoiul- 
n^^ oidiroly npou tho fono Ihai may ho onipltiyod iii that dirootion. It 
:rikoM a nnioh lon^mr (inio fo ooiii thc'so Mind) roim than ^rold coiiiH, luul l)jo 
>|)onili<in will [indmldy faUo iiioro linu^ (linn It would to ooin any oonfli<lor- 
ihlo iniuuiiii of ^r<i|ci 4'oin.*’ 

Mr, llamilioii, of iiujiiinal: 

“ I Mould iho Siumlor if llnuo in uullniiity (o llioi fniolional 

•uiroiioy V *’ 

1 Nunl ; 

1 will I’onm lo ihid in a nioiiioid. M'In* H<a’ond Hooiion of duH hill 
uiiiply ivniovoH an iiiduoiuiioiil that now* itxihla (o oxport uur f^ohl Imllion 
’ruin Lius Uiiitoil Stnlos (o (tnnit Ihitaiii, whiuo, hy dio lon^ («HliililiKliod 
iiNVH of timl aounlry, Llll^y roiii nuiuny Xnm {tf oIuut^o, M'liia noolioii iio 
/olvod dm am'roiulor of ahouL §Hr),0(H) a yoar of vaviuiui> ; dial in, llm 
^ovoninuuit id dm Dnitod Stritos HMuavotl hmt yi‘iu* for ooinin^ ^o|d ooln, 
ilS5,00d, or onodifih of o/o* por ooni, on fortydlvo inilliona of ooinod. 
riio only HinTidoiS of n‘Vonnn, llmrofon', hy tho Hrtnuul hooIIoii t)f (lu^ bill, la 
hoBacrilloo nr aurroiidiT i>f ^Sn,(l()(), whioh horoloforo liaa liroii lovind upon 
ihofjo who |>rodnoo ^old hulliou in ordisr to iMiiivorl it inio ooin. In dio 
opinion of ninny nuui, iiiiuui^ (iuun (hn Soorolury of Um 'I’ronHury, (ho divooi- 
:>v of dm mint, and porhapn a hiv^o nuiuhor o{ Siuiatoirt h(‘Vot«ifuio> ihia M'ill 
tmid, in a nlii^hl dopfroiMit uiiy nihs io pruvonL Iho oxp<irltilii»n of iho gol<l 
:)f our own uouiiiry into foroi^ii pnrlH, hooauHn wluui llm i^oivonunnnl of llm 
[Jnilod Stales undoriiikoH lo ]nil f^old hullloii in iho form of ^ohl coin wiih- 
3ul iidilitinual clmrf^is dio lomlonny will inovitiihly ho for llm ^ol<J hulluui lo 
flow inUi dm ininiH for ooinap^o, and hising ]mt inio Iho fonn of Aiiumioan 
Doifi; it IB tliought by n ^Ttuii innny pni>|do diat ihm ’wili loud lo provunt its 
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ion. 'I’o thn oxltniL il (loi‘s hu it projmiTS us for spooio puyinonls, 
Jio wliolo of llio Hnoond 

\Vi third Hi'oii<nj of ihn hill oonliiins mdy iwo or ihnso tinininitivo 
ions. T\\o llrHt in llml uflor Ihn pussn^o of tliin not hunkin^ nlmll l>n 
Vwlmp.H thoro is no idtm in (ho ininds of Urn Aznorioiin poo- 

i u foolitij^r of ]|(js(ility uguiiiRt a mono[K)ly a pi‘ivilo«^o that oiin 
801. of nu'n oun i'n joy whioh m diniiod lo anotlior man or aot of nicMi, 
.ho law iiH \l now sIuikIs hanking in hul)slnntiully froo in Uic HOuUiorii 
10 of lluH uM'sloin nlaloH j Iml hiuikin^ in not froo in Iho pr real coin- 
hIuLi'H, in the older ntaLoH, wlnni^ woalili Iirh aemnnulaliHl for ai^es. 
ly hn II iiMM’o HiMilijiumlai point, Iml It i« well lo niool it; and 

ipmalion of ihln lilll l>ankin^^ in lnKdl^ freo, ho llml tlMOn ^vi^ ho imi 
Y liorojiftnr fnj' any oorpf)nilion nr^aiii^^iu) ana nalioiml l)anJf oilhor lo 
\ IIh I'ironliUion or for hunUK, lo ho nr;;uin/i*<l uinlor tho prtJvisionH <if 
; law, In insuo i'irtuilal imlos in luiy I'xlont williin ihn limits unci 
.o h'lins iumI piorihioijs iif tho hiiiilviti^ law. 'riiis sorlini!, tliorororo, 
U\^ ImiiUiii^ fri'o, provhh’H for an tmlar^t^iniml of (ho ournmoy in 
^ IjiiHiiiohs of thi^ ismuininily chnniunln it, and in oano uny Imiilc in tho 
SlaloM limy lliink il adviMiihlo or |n'olllnh!o lo insiu' oirouhiliii^ 
I ill ll)(H form <»r Imiilc nolea, iindiM* Uio condiiiouH and liniiliiUons of 
\ih\^ law. Ooujihnl wlili ihal. is a provimon, an undor(a 1 un^» on tho 
lln^ UnihKl Stidoa, that as liunks aro nvgaiir/.od or im oiiouhilin^ noLoa 
od, oillmr hy old or new haiikn, llit^ ^ovoiiiiihmiI of tho llniiiicl StatOB 
Jct«s ia roliro oi^hly por omit, of llmi tunoiinf. of [Jniiod noto^f. 

r wordw, il pro[)OHoH to nalonih tlu^ Tlnilod S(ali‘H noUm lo Iho cxlont 
ly per omU. on tho tinionnl of hank noloa that imiy ho isHiiod ; and 
tlio hi'Ht oontrovortod ipu*sii<m that ariHi‘H on lliiw hill and llio flral 
Noilloil* 

. may ho imkoil if wo provido for tho inmin of oirmihilin^ notos lei 
why not provide for tho roliromont of an ripial amount of Unitod 
iKMoH. 'I'lu' answer is that umlor Iho proviHions of (ho hankiii^^ not, 
law an il now shiiidH, a hiiiik imnnol ))0 or^nini/oil and iiininlniiicd in 
00 inih'SH iho roservo whioh is in llml Imiik, or nspiinal for that hank 
ortliimry oourao of husinoHs, oillumon its deposits or (nroiiliilion, is nl 
:[uul to tw'oiity per oon(. of (ho aiiumnt of its oironlatiuK notes, so 
was hidiovod, aooordin^f lo llu^ jndgiiKml of (ho lioul hnsinosH imm of 
iiitry, and L may say with llii^ roinplrollor of the ournnmy, (Imt tho 
loht of oi|^hty por cant, of tho amount of hniilc iioLrs in fully oipiiva- 
koiipin^ tlio aniouul of oiroulaliii^ jiimliuin in imtmil niisndatioii tni 
no fooiiii^Lr, 80 that this provision uP tlin hill ni'itlim* pri»vl<h>s for a 
illon nor nx|)iinsion of tho ourrmioy, hat loaves (lio antonnl (o bo 
li‘(l })y iho Inisinehs wiuils of llu^ onmiunnity, so that wlum notes aro 
1(1 a hunk oi^dity |a»r coirl. of dm utnomU in I /idled SlaloH iionm is 
led, mid iIiIh prooosH e.onliiinert until Unitod Slati'H lutles iiro rodnoml 
vo Imndrod millinnH.*’ 
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iMi’. Rcburz asked: 

“ Will tlio Senatt>i* poniiit mo to ask him a question in rofcronoo tc» 
tliis sect ion ? Wlioii tho oi^lity poi* cent, of greenbacks are itjlired will 
tliey bo doslroyocl and never issued again ?*’ 

I replied : 

** I will speak of iJiat hi a moment in eonnoction ivitlj oilier sectioiis. 
Now, Mr. lu'osidoiit, tlmt is all there is in regard to banking in this bill 
and also in regard to tlio retiroment of the United States notes until llie 
time for tin* resuiuptiun of specie payments conies^ wluui tins bill ]n*ovi(lcs 
for iicliml rodeinplion in coin of all notes presented. It has always been 
a fjiioHtion in the niiiids of nuuiy peo]>le as to whet 1 mm* it is wise to fix a 
day for s[jecio payniouts. 'liiat matter was discussed at the last session of 
Congress Iiy many Senators, and the gonoml opinion seemed to bo that if 
w(^ wcvnltl provide the moana by which specie puynieiils would be resumed it 
might not bo necessary to fix dm day ; but, on the other hand, it Is important 
to have onr laws in regard to the currency fix a yu’obublo time, or a curtain 
tirno, wlion ovorylpody may know tliat Ins conlnicts will be measured by 
<min staiularcl. Wo also know, by tlio example of titlior nations wliieli 
lun'c found theiusclves in tin* condition in whicli wo arc now placed, and by 
some* of tile slulijH wIkmi s|)Ocic payments were suspended, tliut they liavo 
adtqiled a specific day for iho resumption of specie puymonis. In England, 
by the bank net 18 1 U, tlioy provided for the remnuption of specie payments 
ill lS:^:*b making foiu years. In our own stale —in New Yorlt, in Ohio, in 
nearly all llu» stales when Uiero has boon a temjjorary suspension of specie 
]}aymeiits a tiuu' has fixed wIkmi the banks wore compelled to rosunie, 

and tlii.s bill sinqjly follows the oxrtm[>lo that has been sot by the states, by 
hhighuHl, ami by uUicr nations, when tliey have been involved in u like 
eondilion. 

“ Tins bill also provides ainph^ means to prepare for and to maintain 
resnniplioii. I may say the whole credit and money of the United StJilos is 
plinu'd by this bill under the dirotdion of the proper executive oillcors, not 
only to ju i'paro for but to maintain reHnnipti<m, and no man can doubt that 
if llils bill St anils iho law of the land from (Ids lime until llio Lst day of ,lan- 
nary, 1S711, specie paynieuls will bo resuiuod, and tliul our United States 
notes will b<? ciuivorted at tlic will of the holder into gold aiul silver coin. 

‘*'l’hesf» avo all the ])r<ivisions contained in tliis bill. They are simple and 
isisily MfuU'rslood, iiiid every Senator can [lass his jiKlgmont upon them 
readily. 

“Now J desire to approacli a ela.s.s of questions that are not einbniccd iji 
this bill. Many Kueb, and 1 could name fifty, are not included in this bill ; 
and I may say this : that if there should be a successful effort, by the Senate 
of llie Uniletl Stales, to ingraft any of this multitude of doubtful or contested 
(|uehtions upon the face of this bill it would inevitably tend to its defeat. I 
am fieo to say that if T wore oallod upon to frame a bill to accomplish tliu 
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purpose deolarnd in the title of this bilU I would have provided some moans 
of gradual reden*ption betweoii this and t)u> ti/no /Ixed far final specie [jay- 
monts. All those moans aro open to ohjrclioii. • 

“TJiero jmv« been three diiToront plans pmj[Joscd to pru|);tro for specie 
payinonts, and only tliroe. They aro all grouped in three classes. One is 
what is called the continctfon plan. 'I'lie siiii[jlest and most direct way to 
Specie payments is, undoubtedly, tiie gradual withdrawal of United States 
notes or t)jo oontraction of the enrroney. Now, wo know very well the 
finding with whiidi that idea is regarded, not only in this Senate, but all 
throngli the comitry. It is believed to operate as a disturbing oleniont in 
all the Inislnosa roluiions of life ; lo add to tlio burden of the debtor by 
making scarce that article in which he Is i)ound to pay Ins del)ts ; and there 
lias been an honest, sincere opposition to tliis theory of contraction. There- 
fore, although it may bo the simplest and the best wav to reach specie pay- 
ments, it is entholy omitted fnnn this bill. 

“ 'Pln^ He(?und j»huK tliat 1 have favored myself often, and wonld favor 
mnv, if I had my own way, and had no ojjinioii toeonsiilt but my own, is tim 
plan of ccjiivoeting United States notes into a bond that would gradually 
ajijjrociato our notes to j>ar in g(dd. That has always been a favorite idea of 
tnino. There is nothing of that kind in this bill, except those provisions 
which autliori/.o tlio Secretary of the Treasury to issue bonds to retire tlie 
groonbuelts us Vianlc notes aro issued ; and it also authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue bonds to provide for and to maintain rosnmjition. T 
tlierofore have brnm compidlod to surrender my ideas on this bill in order to 
acoonifdjs]) a ^ood objo<'i witliont using these means that have Ijccj) liold 
olijtudinnublo by many Senators. 

“'I'ho lliird plan of mguzTiption has boon favored very exfensi\x»ly i/i 
this (uiunlry, which is tho plan of a graduated scale for resumption in coin 
or bullion ; udiiit 1 call (ire Knglish frlun. 'rimt i.s, (fiat wo [iro vide now for 
tho vodi3m])ti(»n, at a fixed rate or scale of rates, of so much gold for a ape- 
oillc sum erf l/iii(cd State's notes. At present rates wc would give aboirt 
$00 of gold for $100 of grei nbacka, and them ]>rovide for a graduated scale 
by wiiich wo would approae li specie payments constantly, ami reach it at a 
flxinl day. 'riiis may bo called a gradual icdciiiption. M'his, also, is objee- 
tiona!)lo to iininy persons, from tho idea that it o<)ni[»ols us to enter the 
inoiKiy inarkotR of tho world to discount our own paper. It is an ideal oh- 
joctiori, but a very strong objetdimi ; an objection that has force with a 
groat many pcaoplo. Wo havo umlerlaken to redcom theso notes in coin, 
and it i« at luast a question of doubtful ethics wluuher we ought to enter 
into tho markots of tho world and buy our own notes at a discount. 
Although llmt phin lias boon adopted in England and successfully oarriod 
into oxocutioii, yot tliore is a strong objection to it In this country, find 
thoroforo that mode is abandoned. 

“ Kilhcr of those plans T eonld readily supjiort; hut they have met and 
will meet with such opposition that wo cannot hope to carry them or 
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ingraft tlieni \n t.liiR bill williout defoutiiig it. Wo have then fullou baok 
on tlioso ^rachml stops ; k'irst, to rotiro tlio fractional curroncy ; soconci, to 
r('diu‘o Unifocl States iiotos as bank uules aro inoronsed ; and then to rest 
<jur plan of lodoinptioii upon tho dotdaration, mado on tlio faith of tlio 
{ .'nitt'd States, iimt at (ho titno /ix*e<l by tlio bill wo will resume tlio payment 
of tlio IJiiili'd States iiotos in coin at par. MMial Is the whole of this bill.'’ 

0 \\ ilio 71h of fliiiiiiary, ]S75, tlio bill was considered in the 
House of itoprosontat ivos and, after a veiy brief conversational 
debate, piis.sed by tlic vote of yeas 18(), luiys 98. 

0i7 the 14th of January, 1875, tlio Hmsiclont sont a message 
to tlio Sonato approving tlio bill but also containing reconinion- 
tlutions of further logishition upon inattors that had been care- 
fully excluded from the hill, lie added at the close of tlie 
inossago this paragraph: 

Inivo veninrod upon IhiR snbjoct willi groai difiidonce, bcniuso it is 
so unusiiu! In Jijiprovo u inensuro — as \ most heartily do tills, oven if no 
fin thor logishition is aUiiinuljlo at this time? and to announce tho fact by 
ini'ssiigo. IhiL I do so, borauso I fool that it is a subject of such vital iin- 
porUinco to tho wliolo cmnitry, that it should roooivo tho uttoiition of, and bo 
<liscuHS('fl b>\ (anigrcsH uml tlio ])coj)lo, ihroiigh tho jiross and in every way^ 
to tlio Olid dial dm best and most satisraclfiry course may be reached of 
oxoouting what I doom most bononoial lo^isliilion on a most vital cpiosiionto 
tho iriieri'StH and prosperity of the nation.” 

'J’iuis.afioi- ji nioiiiom)>lo ilobnio, ex leveling i.liroiig)i two ses- 
HiouH of Congress, a measure of vital iniportanco became a law, 
and Avhon oxociited compleloly accomplished tho great object 
proposed by its authors. 'I'he mirrative of the stops loading to 
rcsniuption unilor this act will bo more appropriate hereafter. 



(!HAl>q'KK XX VI. 

i{i:»rMrri()x Aot UnoiowKn with I)iai.'AVOR. 

It. 1 h Not, \V(‘ll U)i‘i‘ivril by ’I'I kihi! Who WIhIiccI ImiiitHlititeltcsuiniilioii of SimcioPav- 
iin>iilH~ („.l.lri tii“'ni(. ” ill H.'ply to HCIiargoTlinl It Wima" rolili-' 

<’(il 1 rick," I III! Oliio <’iinvaHK<)f 187f> — Fiuaiico H<'K(i[ii{ionH hi Uio 

Hi-miirmlii: iiml Ui'imlilit nu I'lal/unDH— 11. H. Ila-yca and .Myadf Talk 
\\\ Kavnr (A Ili HtiinptioM — My U* ('iHUini'tHliiliou of Hiui for 
idrnli — A hrntorrni Klrolrd hh Si)('nk<'r of tholloimr — 'Dio 
»Sonft(n Sfill Hc’finMiran — My Spoi^rli in Support of Spo- 
**in Pmviim'IiIk, Miulo Mnivli {\ |H7()— Wlia! Um 5 
(''iuniK'iiil PnUry<if Iho OoviTiiiiioul Slionlil !k*. 

T ill') rt'.siiijiitl ioji itf.l WHS f'onoi'Hlly rocoivcti w’lhh {li.sfitv'or 
by l.liosH wilt) wislioil i:lio iiiiHioiliato msijinj)i;l<m of .spo- 
cio [t!tyinoul.s. It wn.'i tho siibjoct of imtoh ttribicisni in 
tlio linaiK’.iiil joiirniils, lunoiig otliors “Tlio Ji’inaiutior,” 
wliic.li (loscu'ilicd it as it political trick, an oviusion of a public 
iliity, (iiul i\H totally iniukuimito for tbo pin’])oso sought to be 
iicc()in))lislK3(l. I took ocfuision to reply to this article in tho 
following lo.ttor: 

HnM'I'KO STA’n-H SlCKATl*: CuAMIlKli, ) 
WAHUiNdToN, January 10, 1 870. [ 

Dicau Siu: Ah 1 iiin ii suI)H(‘ril)or t<i Financier* you will 

prohal^ly fill<i\v mo Lo oxpri’HH my Htu'priso aL Om courHc^ you litivo pursued 
iji rnH|in(\t lo llu> fluiunx^ Oil! rc'f'onlly pHRsiHl by (Jon^TOss. Chxlmh)^ n.s 
you do lo 1)0 II ‘ lno^(^lury and 1 )usmii‘sh* journal, you niiglil bo oxjioolod 
lo treat fairly a mousuro a (Tooling ho ^really llio inlurOHla you ro|>r('soiil ; 
l)ul you luivo not doiio ho. Vou huvo IrtMilod it us a ])olitioal trick, an 
iwuaion, u dis^riaci^ to (Jon^roHu. Vnu complained tliat it was passeci with- 
out dftbalo HUfI dial Uh iucoptii)n and panHu^e wore sliamoful. lint as you 
Hay in your last nuiuhiM* Mhat it ih well lo examine it hopefully, lo lind 
v'/iut {food mny /ttnui hwa ilo^tVy \f unffy aUhoufrji from a had mathui' i 
lake the Uherty to eorreel errorn even in your Miopoful * view of tlio law, 
HO llial you may l)t^ more hopoful Hlid, You uhsuiuo iliat tlie Seorolary of 
die IVeuHtiry ik not aiidufrized to ittsue five per cent, frold boficln to pro[>aro 
for nn<l lo mainlnin n'Siimjition, bounuHO 11)0 amount of five per cent, bojids 
a\ithori'/ml in the aet of 1870 iu nearly exhanstod. I'Iuh is an error. 7’ho 
Heerolary ran ihHue either four and a half or live per cent, gold bonds Lo 
an amount sunioient to exeeuLo the law, The uot of 1870 is only roforrod 

(olO) 
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l<i for llin ‘ closonplioti ’ of ihv hoiuls to l)i^ issued, aiul tlio only limit to llio 
amount is the sum necessary, and tlio only limit to tlioir sale is that they 
must not bo s<dd at h'ss than ]>ar in coin. 

Yon say that ftne tr/c/i of i\ni hill is ‘that there is no provision for 
(uirryin^ on tlie withdrawal of le^al tenders after tliuir tnaxininin reaolios 
$ 300 , 000 , 000 .’ Now this ‘tritrk’ was advoraled by yon one year a^o ; il 
was vof(?tl for by every spocio l»‘yin^ Mcnihei* of Congress at the last ses- 
sion, ami lujurly every writer on the subject has coiitendod that if the lo^ul 
teiuloi'H wore rcdinajd to $ 300 ,(} 00 , 00 (), and tho treasury was supported by a 
loasoiiahlo rosorvo, sp<a!io paymenls oould bo resumed and maintained. 
13esid(‘s, no ono believes that S 1 00, 000, 000 of bank notes will be issued 
under tills act, and this provision only relieves some ]>oople from an idle 
foar of an iinprobnblo event. V’^ou must have noti(5ed that wlieii banks 
retire their notes, as llioy have done and will do rapidly, tliis is a reduelion 
of tho curroney, while every issue of notes to new or old banks involves a 
rotiroinont of u ratable amount of United States notes. What you say about 
playing witli a movable ‘rosurvo’ is equally wrong. Neither the fractional 
ourrenoy nor tim ‘ oiglity-two million’ redemned can bo reissued, and 1 
stated so when tlm bill was ponding under do bale, and no lawyer could put 
a differoikt ci>nslruotiou upon tlic bill. As to United States notes, a ]tni*t of 
the 3300 , 000,000 redeemed after rcsmnptiou of .specie payments, we did 
rofuso to ])r()vido whether they could be reissued or not, and we ac*((‘d 
wisely. ^Vhen the question is licroafter detenu irii’d by Congress, the eon- 
frovursy will be wlielln'r tlio notnH whoi raisitt/af shall have lea- 

(Icr (|uulily, or bo siinplo treasury no I os reooivablo for public dues. 

Ltiat s<?ssioii tho public jiross seoUled at our long and fruiile.ss dobato on 
finances, and 1 agreed with the press. ’Phis session the sann^ Senutor.s, on* 
lightonocl by tho long debale and hooding tlio call of flic press, gave to the 
subject tho most earoful and doliborato consideration, ami agreed upon this 
bill without much debate, and yet the [ircss is not liap|)y. 'I’lio act does 
not go so fur as I wished, but everything in it is right in itself, and is in the 
right direction. Its oliicf tnorit is that il establishes a ])ublio policy whicli 
no political parly or fncliun will be strong enough U» overthrow, and which, 
if it had not btum a(lo|)tnd now, tIm Donnieratic parly in the next Congress 
would have dofented. 'L’ho prelenao that tho Democratic party, as repro* 
sen ted in tho next House, would Imvo favtired any bill for specie payments 
is utterly false. Tlieroforo tho measure gnuita to the Secretary of tlio 
Treasury powers onough to oxocuto it, but if wo can secure tho aid of a 
Democrutio House wo can make it more ceHabi and ofVoclivc. 

Very truly yours, John Sherman. 

Editor of ‘Finanoikr.’ 

In the Ohio canvass of 1875 the resumption act became 
the chief subject of controvei>iy. R, B. llayes, after having 
previously sorvcfl for four years as governor of the state, was 
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iitlecl fuv thaJ- oiiicc. William Allen, then gov- 
>iioiniiiiilc(l upon the Dcinocratic ticket, in opposi- 
I'Gsnniptioii act and in favoc of liat nionoj', upon 
t^lio election mainly turned. 

resolution of the Democratic platform was as 

c;(inli'iiotioii of tlio onmnicy lies'oloforo iiiiuh! by tlio Ifojmb- 
<l Hio further contraction proposccl by it, with a vi(!W to the 
cion of sjiocie payntenl, have alroaily broiifrla cliwisler to the 
> csouiitry, and tliroaloii it with general baiikruploy and niin. 
sit; this [lolicy bo abandoiKsd, and tlint the volume of cuiTency 
leopt o(|ual to tlio wants of tnido, leaving the resloialioii of 
o par willi gold, to be brought about by promoting the indus- 
'l>!naiid not by dcistroying them.” 

• nDltciin coiivotition in their sotamd rc.solution 

.>linyof linance bo .steadily pursued, whieli, without unnocoH- 

Ijusiiiess or tradt!, will ullimaloly e(|uali'/.o the purchasing 

• csoin and paper dollar.” 

t.Mior Hayes and 1 opened t.ho state canvass in the 
jit'vvronce on July 111, 1875, and took strong ground 
hliQ resumption act. At the bcginnitig it appeared 
iplo wove not quite })rcparcd for any measure look- 
n ptiou, but its the contest progro.ssed and tlio suh- 
l.y and boldly pro.scntcd by Mr. Haytts and mj'seif, 
>|5itiion ra.n in our ftivor and Hayes was elected by 
jority. Tbe ox-governor did not evade tho issue, 
' speech supported iiiul urged tho policy of resump- 
iH.tor of t.ho highest interest. 

ti-l)proaching nomination for President, (iovornor 

fnequontly spoken of as a cttndidato to siiccee<l 
Lirt., tiiid r silso was mentioned in tho siime coimec- 
oling conlidcut l.hal. Mr. Ihiyes would bo a stronger 
litin myself, ;uid hilly determined not to stand in 
IHio 21.st of Jsmnary, J876, I wrote a letter to a iier- 
, jLiid tlio Member of the Sonato from the district in 
G, in wliitdi 1 urged tlio nomination of Governor 
lie most avaiialdc candidate in the approaching 
. canvass. This lottor no doubt conti-ibutod to bis 
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strength ami prevented any possibility of the division of the 
vote of Ohio in the convention. Tlio letter I give in full ; 

Wasiiin'oton, D. C., Jniiiinry 21, 1870. 

Di«:ak Sir : — Yoiu* loiter.s of llio 2ncl imcl 19th inst, woro duly rocoived, 
fim\ J clehij'ud fiiisworing tlio first soonor partly from porsonnl rousons, but 
inaijily that I might fully conshUu* tlie questions raised by you as to tlie 
approurliing prosidoiitlal contest, tlio iniportanco of wliich cannot be over- 
stated. M1io Q I out ion of a Donioeratic President moans a restoration to full 
]>ower in the govornmont of the worst oloments of tlio rebel Confedenioy. 

'riio southorn states are to bo organized, by violonco and iritiinidatiou, into 
a ooiupacl political [lower only iiooding a small frnginont of the northorn 
states to givo it absolute control where, by a inajority rule of tho party, it 
will govern tho country as it did in the time of Pierce and Buchanan. 

Tf it si mu Id elect a President and botli Housos of Congress, the oon- 
stitutioiial amondinonts would be disregarded, tho freed men would bo 
nominally oitiv.eiia but really slaves; iniunnerablo claims, swollen byjiorjury, 
would bo saddled upon Urn treasury, the power of tho general government 
would be oiipj)lcd, and tho lioiiors won by our poo])lo in subduing rebellion 
would be a subji’ol of roproadi rather tliaii of pride. The only safeguard 
from thoso evils is tho (‘lootioii of a Hopublican IVesidoiit, and tho adoption 
of a liborrd itopublican policy which should l)(3 fair and oven generous to 
tho south, but linn in tlio iniiintonaiuio of all the rights won by the war. 
Our oleotion in Ohio last fall sliows that even uiKler tho most nclvf^rso 
oiicninstaiiccs we can win on this basis. 

lOvory movemont made by lliis Doinocratio IIouso of Ht'prosentativos is 
an appeal to ovory inaji who over voted witli tho Uopublicun [)arty to rrilly 
to Ita support again, and to every man who fought ifi the Union anny to 
veto with us to preserve tho results of his victory. 

All we nood is siicii n prosidential lioUot ns will give nasnranoe that we 
moan to stand by our principles, and tluit will administor the government 
honoHlly and econoinicnlly. 

Aa to uandulatos, tlio drift of ]>ublic opinion is rapidl)^ reducing the list 
and has already settled adversely tho chances of many of them. Above all, 
it lias positively oloHod llio f|ueHtioii of a third term. 'Fho conviction that it 
is not safe to coiitiiiuo in one iiian for loo long a period the vast ]>owersof a 
Preaidont, is based upon tho strongost reasons, and this <‘()nviction is sup- 
ported by so many precedents set by the voluntary rotiroinont at tlio end of 
a second torni of so many Prosidonts that it would bo oriniinal folly to dis- 
regard it. 1 do not boliovo that General Grant ever seriously onterlaiiiod 
the Ihonglit of a third term. but oven if he did, tho eslablished usage against 
it would mnlto his nomination an ant of suicide. 

It would disrupt our party in every Republican state. 

Happily for us wo do not need to look for tho conlingenoy of his 
nomination. 
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Atnuji^ tlu> fandidatos nuw ^(MU'rally imnual, I Iiavo no suoh proforoiico 
that 1 noulcl not lioartlly su[)[)orL oitltri* of ihnm. Tlioy arc nion of marked 
ability, wlu) Imvo rumlored ini|K)itant pul)lio srrviei*s, Iml, (^oiiHidorinf^* all 
Unnos, I IjoHovo tlio nomination of (unn'nnu’ Ilayoa would give us ilu> move 
atnm^lli, lakin^^ tho whole eounliy at lur^iS lliaii any othor man. Ilo in 
hull or ir/iou'u in Ohio Ilian olsowhoro, a/id i.s .slron^oi* thorn tJmn nhwowlioro, 
hut dm qiitililies that Imvo niado liiiu in Ohio will, as iho eaiivass 

pro^rt'Sst'H, nmko him stronf^or in ovory slato, |[(* was a ^*ood sohlioi*» and, 
thcni^di unt n-niatly distin^nishc'd as such, )m |)orfonm‘il Ins full tluLy, and 1 
notioi'il, wIm'U travnlin^* witli liiin in ()hit>,lhHl tim scildlnrs who sorvod uiidor 
him lovntl and r(‘S|jouted him. As a MmidHu* of (’cninross ho was not aloail- 
in^ d<dMitcu*, or niann/:^or in jnirly laodo.w, hut )?o was always s(mHil>Jn, 
indnslrious, and Inio to his otmvietions and llm priimiph's and hmdom*irs <if 
his party, ami oommandiMl dm sijKsu’o r(*sp(s’l of his (sjllnaMiu's. As a 
^oviu'imr, thrica^ nha?lod, ho has shown ^ood (‘xneutivi' aliilillos and 
^aiiual pnpuhiritv, not only willi I vopid)li('atis hut wiUi our advor* 

sarins. <)o llii' oiirrmn'V (pmstion, whifli is liknly to enlor hiro*idy into tho 
oanviiNS, Jjo i.s the»nm^hly .sound, Inil i.s not romniiUod |o any pailimilai* 
nmasuns no as to ho disahhal from oodptwaliiiM- with any plan that may 
promiso Hiu'i’ess, Oti lhi\ main ipmstions, ]n‘ol(H’tion for all in o(pud 
ri^irhts, aii<l dm ohsorvanc.n of llm |mhlio fidlli, Im is as Irustwtjrlhy as any 
i)m> naiiiiuh Hois lorlunatoly fron from dm por.soiml onmilit's and anla^o- 
nisins thiit would wtadcon somo of Ids eompetilors, and lu' is nnblnmislmd 
in nanm, ohamnlor or t?ondnnl, and a nativo (dtintm of our shdu. 

I liavc thus, as you lotinoKiod, j^ivon you my viow of tlm prosidoutial 
(pmstion, lakim as (lispassioimloly as if 1 was (\xumiiiin^ a propomtioii in 
^ijomolry, and tlm n>sult drawn from llmsu fatds, not too strongly siatiHl, is 
that lln^ Hopiiblicaii parly in ( )hio tm^ht, in dn(ir slato (uuiviuition, U» ^ivo 
(iovoi nor Ihiyos a united d(^lo^atiou iuHtruelisl lo support liim in tlm natiomd 
nofiKnitidi, not that aw) have any .spenial claim to jjavo tln^ (candidate taken 
from Olui), hut that in (loimial Uuyes wo lunu'Htly Indicna^ tln^ lh>publioan 
parly of llio United States will have a eaudldatt* fiM' Pn^sidont wlio euu oom- 
bine ^roattu* popular slronj^^lh and ^nuiliu' nsHUraneo <»r sueeoss than otlmr 
naiuliclatc)H, and with (Spud ability lo dis(?lnir^(' tln» dulii's (d President of {\ns 
Ibutiul StatOH in ease of i*hndion. Pel lliis noininiUion Im tlius ]U’osenied, 
U'itliont iiMj wire pull I no* or depreciation of o|)au*.w and as a conviction upon 
eslablisliiHl fuels, and I bdit'Vo (lovtu’inn* 1 layes ran In^ and ou^ht lo In* noin- 
inalod. Mnt if our slali* is dividetl or is not In eumesl in this iimtliu* it is far 
bistter for (b)vm'ii(jr I layi'S and the slat(‘ that his nanu' bi^ lud jivesonled at all, 

liuvt> ne‘V(U' sullleiently cnilivated oiirslato jiridt', witli every r(‘ason for 
indidt(in^ it, and tluis our proper inlluenee lias lieim wasltMl and lost. Now 
we hav{t #i /^oed oji[a>rtu7nt )' to gratify ii, and at the .‘^ame titne contribute in 
tlm eonuiion Jbmnunlau* nu' kindly lo |an’soiial friends in tlm Smiate, 

Very truly yours, John Siikhman, 

lIoN. A. M. lUutNS. 
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The election of Monibei's of Congress in 1874 resulted in the 
choice of a large imijority of Democrats in the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 44th Coiigi-ess, the term of which coniiuenccd 
on the 4th of ]\ra.rch, 1875. A majority of the Senate being 
still largely Kepubllcun, it bocaino diflicult to pass any measure 
of a political character during that Congress. President (Irant, 
oil the 17tb of February, 1875, issued bis proclamation conven- 
ing the donate at 12 o’clock on the Otb of March following, to 
receive and act upon such conununicatious as might be made 
to it on the part of the Executive. 'I’he session continued until 
the 24th of March. It was largely engaged in questions affect- 
ing the State of Louisiana, which had boon the scone of violent 
tuninlb and almost civil war. As these events are a part of the 
public history of the country I do not deem it necessary to 
refer to them at lengl,h. These disturbances continued during 
the whole of that Cangvess, and, in 187(), approached the con- 
dition of civil war. 

The regular mooting occurred on (ho (ith of Doccniher, 
1875, when Thomas \Y. Ferry, of Midiigan, was cloefcd presi- 
dent pm tempum of the Senate, and xVlichaol C. Kerr, a Demo- 
cratic Representative from the Slato of Indiana, was r’lcided 
by a largo majority as speaker of I be House. 

This political revolution was no doubt caused largely by the 
financial panic of 1878, and by the .severe stringency in mone- 
tary affairs that followed and continued for .sovei-al years. 
Many financial measures of iho highest importance in lespcct 
to the public credit Avere acted upon, but were generally lost 
by a disagreement between the two Houses. 1 do not deem it 
necessary to refer to the political questions that greatly 
excited the public mind during that se.ssion. Cong)-ess Avas 
largely occupied iu political debate on questions in respect to 
the reconstruction of the .states lately in rehellion, upon Avhich 
the two Houses disagreed. Among other measures Avlhcli 
failed was the act amendatory of the acts authori'/ing the 
refunding of the national debt, which passed the Senate hut 
was not considered by the House. 

During this session of Congress al 1 .sorts of financial plans 
wero presented in each House, but all wore aimed, directly or 
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iiulirocily, al (ho rosiiinptinu aci, allhonj^h ihiih ao.l. il-soll* was 
a(l(>i)l-od as a roinody Jo)* (^xist•in^ linaiuaal ovils, a-iul ospooially 
(,() (loul \viih and pi‘ovou(> Idio ixunirnuna^ of siudi a panic, as (haf 
of lH7ei, I look occ^asion, on l:lu'. prosonlation of llu^ rosolntions 
oC (dio j^ow York OhainlHU* of (^ojnnun-c(^ in fa-vor of Uio 
rc^siunption of sp(un(^ l)aynuMils, a.l. I.lu' (inu^ providcMl l)y iho 
r(^sninpldon a.<*.t, l.o disc.iiss (ho policy of thai. in(uisin‘(^ more 
fully tihnn I (.hnu} 4 :hi. if ('xiaalicMil. to do wlann as a^ hill, if was 
])(nuliH^ in flu^ pn^vions Oon^rcsss* 'rids sjKMMdi was niad<^ in 
fho >SonuLo on flui (ifh of jMar<di, IS7(5. I( was i.lu' rt'sulf of 
pfrtMif hihor and cans and was inhuwlc.d )>y nu' fo Ix^, a.nd 1 
l){di(uu> is now, (lu^ ht'sf pr(>s('n(a.I ion I havc^ (uuu* Im‘ou ahl(» fo 
olVor iu snp|ioi’f of fiu^ linaiudal policy of l-iu' {^■ovcuonuud, and 
0Mp(M‘iiilIy ill siqiporf of IIk^ r('snnipfion of sp(H*i(' [jaynnuils. 

I said : 

“Mr, iJinsidcqa, I Imvt' laUcn lliiv tiiiuhaid ruiiinn of tlii^ 

rare In tln^ roininiUrr of Ihiiuiroor (lio inrittnriHl of ihn Oluuiihor of ( auniniMvo 
of Now York, in imlrr io disousH, in uii inqiiMHoiial mid iioMpiirlii^mi way, ono 
of llu^ ipiojHlioMH |) 1 •(^HlaUlal hy UuU lunaiorial, iin<! onn whioli now HIIh tho 
puldio nniid and thuhI noorssurily soon oroupy oar alli^ 1 ldo^• 'riiiit cjurHlioii 
in, ^Ouf^dil Uio raHUin])ticjii aid of 1875 l)m'o|M‘ali’d V* M'ho iiu'iiiorial strongly 
opposoH Hurli ro|aMd, wliili^ ntlior iiirniorlalH, and iioOdily lltoso from llio 
hoiU'dH of Irudi^ of Ni'W \'ork mul 1\>lrtlo, ndvoruti^ it. 'I'lirno <»ppoHin^ 
viows iiro supjiorlrd ia iMioh llimH4> of (kingroHH, and will, wlion our (linn 
ia moi'u iuuaipiiMl than now, dmiaiiid oar vt)li*, 

“ And, air, wr am f*»rri*d to rouNiilor iIiIh (pu'slioa wlum llio law it in prn- 
poartl In ropiad is <ndy (’oniaiiMirai^ to tipiu'jdo, now, thna^ ycairs lad’oo^ it 
ran liJivo full (^ll'rrt daring all whii^h tiair its npt«nil ion will lio aadrr yoar 
iwr Jind Nvilliin your powiU’ and wliiln ihr pahsioaa of nirii am luadtal Ijy a 
pmaidunlliil rondait, wliiui ii ^ravi* (pit'Klioii, aiTiudaijir thr intiMi'ata of ovtay 
riti/nn of iho Unili'd Slalos, will la’ inlhu’iiia’d hy niofivi^H rnlimly forri/^n 
to (Ik^ nioiita of llu^ ]irnpoHitioa. And dm ([Uratioii pn'srhhMl is not as (o 
tim l)uaL nuMins of soenrin^* till’ rrsuniplion cd ii sproio slaadurd, l>u( sohdy 
wlii'lluM’ tlui aaly nmuaurr limt proniisrs that mnalt ahull ho n'poahal. VVo 
know ihoro is a wido and Imiu'st divoraity of opinion aa !<» tim ii’ionoy and 
aioiiaa Lo Hiaaim a Hpooi(» slandiird, 

“ WluMi any pntulirahio siOumio In that oad is ]iropos4’d I mu roady (o 
i^xamiun il on ita nu'rils ; hal wtuiri’ not ooaaidorin^ llm la‘al inotli* of doia^' 
llm ihiii^, hut. wlit'dior wo will lorrilo fnuii da^ proiuiao madl^ liy iho law as 
il alaiidH, as woll as n‘riist^ all aioana t«) oxroali^ that promiao. If (hi^ law ia 
<lo(lojoiit; iii any roapotd it is npcm lt» aaiondinonf. If tlio pcjwoia vratt*i| in da' 
Hoorolary aro uni hudUtioiit, tu* you wish in limit or ludiir^o ihoiii, la* ia your 
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Hi'i'vnnl, uiul ytm liiivn hiil*l(^ n|u‘iik and lio nln^yn. U in not whalhar \vn will 
lU'iMinuiluln or ^liMaibuoliM or ntmvorl our noti'H into ImJiclh, unv w'iintliov 

ihn tiiHi' lo losunu' in too nirly or loo Itilo. All ihono an* Huhjaols of In^rjn- 
ialicai, Hill llui mu'stiou imw in wliotlirr wo will i'o|iii(liulo llio h'^iHliUbo 
(loc’iuialion, inndo in ihi* not of lH7rp, li» lotloom llio |noiinno iinulo and piinUnl 
on llu^ fiioo of (^vi«ry Kniioti Stiilos imlo, a ftroiinHi^ nuidt' in {\\{* miclHi of war, 
whon eair natt<»n wiih for oxinti'iit i^ a prcaniso roiupwiMl in Miu-oln 

in ilio inoal uiuajuivot^al lnn^uii/^n«, unti lliiiilly niiulo apooillo an to ijnio 
liy llup act of IH7r>, 

“And l(‘l UH notdoonivo ciiiwIvoh by au^ipoain^ <tml who oppona 

this ro)H‘al uro in favor tpf ii |>utoly niolullio nuiTiMioy* !<» (ho oxoltiHion of 
pujior oniTonoVi f<n' idl intidli^ont inon dial I'Vory j^roal ooininotvial 

nation imiHt Imvo hoUi ; llio ono im thi^ HlundnnI of vulin' by wliioli all lliinprH 
arn inonHinvd, whirli daily niiaiHuroH your bonda and noloa as it ini‘asmi»a 
w'luait, ootlon, and land; uial alsiMi pupor tn* orc'dii aunonoy» wtiiola from 
ils (lonnniionno of ImiuUin^ or Iraimror, innal bo tlio jm'dlinn of oxolamfifOH in 
tho ^nail body of Uin buHinasH of lifo. SlatiBiicw show that in coininoraiid 
(•ouiitrit‘s a vary lnr|r(\ |ii'opoiiio3i of all (raimfoi^H is by bool? aocounta and 
niiti’H, ami inoro llian nlno-hmlliK of all Iho n^Hiduo of pnytnonlK ia liy alioaka, 
clnifls, ami smdi papor IimjIs of ovolniii^r. 

“Of tlio vast IniMim'SH dom’ in JMi'w Voric ami L<»ii<lnn mil Ww poj* «*i*nt. 
is dom^ with oitliia* papoi nionoy tn* p>ld oi’ silvor, Iml by dn^ rnno bidfiiUMii^r 
of a4?vc)iinls or oxi'liiui^t* of mvlilH, And this will bo ho wJn'dim yonr papiu* 
inonnv is wordi forly por oanU or oin* Iinndi4‘d por mnil. in ^*ohl. 'Pin' only 
(pios(io)k iH wliolimr, in iisin|r jiiipi*r nioin\v, wi^ will liavo dial whiidi in as i^riiod 
us it prnniiHi‘H, as p»od as dial of (ij-oat Hritaiiu l«'ram*i', or (iiMiininy ; as 
^iKa) as csiin iKHiir<] from yoiiv iniiHs ; or wliotlior wi^ will rontaiit onmolvos 
w'ilh dnprisaab'tl papio* monny, wnidi h*n poi‘ I'lUil. b’sH lliiin it pnaiiisns, 
nvmy dollai of whifdi daily tnlJs your mumtil limits lliuL thi' Jbiilis) Stall's is 
noL lirli omuijrh to |»ay intPio diati niindy prr nml. on diudidlar for ils ihroa 
linmbi'd aial snvmily millions of protnisos to pay* nr dial yon liavo not 
ooum^xo onoii^li to slnnd by yon j’ proniisi' to tio it« 

“Noraio wo lo dm'idn whi'tlirr our papri’ inonoy shall bt^ iHHimd dinsMly 
by tlm ^Mivonnniml or by biinhs rji'alod by die ^ovorninoul ; imr wliotlirr at 
a fiilnro dina tlm In^nd fnnilai' fpndity of Ibdtnl Stafos notrs slsdl oonjiinio. 

1 tun oiKi of diosa wlio Ixdiovo dial a Ibiilod StatoH nolo ihsiiod dtrootly by 
dm ^ovi'rnniinif , and oonviuiiblo on tloinniid inin ^jjfold istiu, ora ^ov4*ninM‘nl 
bond (Hpnil in vahm lo ^ohl, is tha brsl minonoy wo laui adopt ; dial il is lo 
bo (ho oiUTiMioy of tlu' fulnio, not only in dn* Ibiitisl Slati'St liiil in (iri'at 
Jb'itain us Wall; and lliat snoli a iMirroiivy tiii^bl prnporly i‘ontinno to bn a 
h*^al Inndnr, <»\*<'spf wIm'U ('oin i« H[i<'nf/h’»lly HdjMrfidod for, 

“ IluL flii'sn arn not till' (jimHlionH wo arn to di»al wilb. It is wbi'tlinr llio 
proiniHQ of dm law shall bn fullllh'd, tlial tlm llnilml Slaton mIuiII pay sih'Ii of 
ils notOB as am pn'snntm! on and aftiu* tlm Isl day of Jaiiuaryt I^7U, in noinj 
and wliotln'i* tlm naliumd i)anl<H willi iit tlm sainn tinus rculnnin thoir notoB 
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oitlior In coin or TTnitofl Stiitrs notos iimdo oqniil to ooin; or wIipUum* llio 
UniltKl Siuti’H shall rovolco Us jircjiuiso and c-onlinui', for an indolinilo porioil, 
to still lon(^or force upon (lio pooplo a doprociated ouiTouoy, ahvaVH bolow 
tho lo|^^al standard of f^ohU and fluotiuitin^' dully in its doproclutioii as Com 
^roHs may tlircaUni or proTiiisc, or speculators may board, or corner, or throw 
out your broken pnuulscs. 1 1 is tlaMurnin^* point in our finanuial history, 
which will ^riMilly uHoct llio life of individuals and tlio bite of parlies, but, 
more limn all, th(^ honor and ^ood faiih of our country, 

“At the bc;rinnino- of onr national cxistmicc, oiir ancestors Ixildiy and 
hopefully aHHUinisl the burdtni of a o-nml nalioiml (h‘))l, fornu’d of the de))ls 
of tln^ old lioufoderation atid of tlin slates that coinpostsl it; and, ^Yith a scut<* 
lerml population and fei'bh' ri'sources, honestly tiud and ]»aid, in ^'ood solid 
e,oin, every ohli^aliou. After the War 18 1 ‘i, which exlmusted our ve* 

siuirces, cleslroyed our eoninierct', ami on'iitly inoriMised f)urdid)i, a Knpub** 
licun adininislratlon boldly funded onr di'bl, phus'd its eurreiiey npoii the 
coin basis, promptly paid its iulentsl, and nshimal llio priiunpal; and within 
twiMitv’ yeiU's af((*r that war was over, umln* tin' lir,st 1 )e)no(n'a1 u: I’resuhnit, 
pahl in e.oin the hist dnllart both priiu'lpal and iiiliU'est, of iho debt. And 
now, eleven years afliM' a ^roaler war, of ^rundei’ proportii>nH, in wliieh, nol 
merely fojei^n domiiiatiim thrmitoiied us, but tin' very oxisltuieo of our uatimi 
was at stake, and after our cause has been blesseil with unoxainplod sueeoss, 
witli a I’ounlry tiMunin^ with wealth, witli our credit eipia! to that of any na- 
tion, we are whether wi> will redeem our pmuiisi'S, Hi*eordin^' to 

their le^al tenor and efleet, or wln'tlier we will refnse to do so and repeal and 
caiimd tlituu. 

“ I w<uild invoke, in die e<uiHulm*aliou of Uuh ipiesruiu, (he example of 
those who won our indepen(h*nla^ ami preserviMl it tons, In inspire us so to 
(leoi«le this cpiestlon that (hose who eoine after us may point to our (^xninplo 
of standing by IIkj publie faith now sohminly pled^*(Ml, iO’en thou|e*li to do so 
may not run current with tho tomporury |»re.ssuie cU llii^ hour, or luuy entail 
some Huei'lilco and hanlshi|). 

What then is the law it is prnjiost'd to ropeulV 1 will state its provi- 
sions fidly iti detail, but the main proposition tlu' I'ssiMitial core of the 
whole is llu^ pnunise, to whieli (he pid)lie faith is ]»le<|et»d, (hat the 
United Stall's will redeem in f(old coin any of its notes that luiiy be pre- 
Himled to dm treasury on and after the Isl day of January, IH7iJ. This is Llie 
vital ohjei'.t of the law. It (hu’s not undertake to settle the naiuie of (nir 
paper money aftcu' that, whi'tlier it shall he reissiusi a/rjtiu, wliother it siudl 
UmreafUM' be a tender, uorwliether it shall <ir sludl md supeiscile bank 

notes. All this is purposely loft to the fuluri*. Ibil it does .say that on aiul 
after (hat day the UiiiliHl States note promising* to pay oni' dollar shall be 
eipial to the ^old dollar of the )ninl. 

“ '['he ipu'stimis I him arise 

h’irsl. Ou^dit this pmniiso be performed 1' 

Second, Can wo perform it? 
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Tflinl. Ar<‘ l (ir ll^i'ljrirs Jilnl nuir^lllrH (il III flu* iiiw fiH 

llh‘ [nirposr? 

rOnrili. If imt, vvluU iidililioiMil niiMsiiii>s slmtiM lu* rimrlnlV 

IIS rnu'-.ult'r tiirsi* nmv-tiiMis ill I Indr itiili'i', w itli iili Un* mm ii di’li)i- 
I'liilitHi lltiit llhdr iMviH-rdril liii | u irt U) irr iliMihiinls. 

"'And liisl, ihis In* riillil|i*i|? 

“ Tnaii^wiT (Ills wi* mil'll fiillv iiiidniviinnl (In* li'jL'al mid iiidiuI nlili^'jitimiH 
('nlihuiii'd in (lir linlrs iif ihn I dlilrd Slillrs. 'Tlin |mr|iMrl Ilf (III* ih lls 

fill lows : 

'd’lii: l^s^ll;l^ Sr.Mis nitoM imi s iti iw im, in \i.*i;i: mm: ihiii mi.' 

“ddiis (m(o is u |iiiMiiiso (n |iii\ mu* tlollav. 'Tlio |l•(»ld rlTi*i‘( •»r (Ills im^Ii^ 
luis hi'iMi annonniTii i>v tlm uiuiinnioiis tijiihinii nf (In* Siipmrii* ('mnl of ({m 
Iniilrd Stulos, (111* hi^linsl iind liuid jiitlirial autlioiily in our imo i‘i niui'iit. 

Tiu' loojd li'iidor iillrlliuli* ^iviMi lii llio nolo Ims lioi'ii iIm* siiliji'i'l of 
i’on(lit*lin|jf dt't'aiions in lluil romi, (ml t(io iialuin iiiul |»iir|mil of it is hi>l oid\ 
jdain on its faao, Imt ia (mnnirrod In l»y I'vory jnd^!;i* of limt roiiil iniil iiy 
ovary judii’iii! (rilinnal liofon* wlilrli lliul ipii’slinti lias las'ii |•n*sl•nll*^l, 

'Hu (lio I'liso of Mmik VH, Sii|M*rvisois, 7 Wullius*, ill. Cliiof ^lustiiM^ 
( iluisj’ ^•ll vs : 

' llul, ttii llio iijlirs’ fiaiiil, il t*t|ijalt\ <‘li*ar dial tin*; «* iioti*‘i aio ol di**ul U'li'i 
of (111* 1 1 iilti*d Sitii i“s "riii'ti nmiii' on | m u i • dt] if j r itsi. hlion mii* id liioiu 
oxjaassi's ii|ioii ihi fiui* an I'U;; a.'M'Uioril td lli»* iiaii'*n hi [i.^ in (tio Ihmum ii 
(’oj'lalll Mini. Tin* dollar nolr* j i an i<ii;*af oIim'IiI fo jia\ a doltai. and (In* 
dol lav iiili*ndi*d is ( la* f/ dni lar of (In* I'nilod Slal o’ . a on f ain t|umilil\ 

in svriolti and lini*ia**s of onitl orsi]vi*r. anllii'n(ii*ah d a*> ^>ut*li In (la* fdmn|i 
of I III' I'ln ri nnmil . No othaj' ilidlnn'i had Ijidoio Lroii ioon;*iM/oil In llli' 
lo^isliitioii of till* niiiioiial om m iirin*iil ir> (a>H‘til Mamr\.‘ 

*‘Aoaiii, in (In* oasr id llronstm \j*. IMaidt*s« ^ \N7dlai*r, *oil, t'liirf .In** 
lii'i* t dmsr hii \ a: 

' M'lii* imh* dniliir was l)io proiniM* lo |ia\ a roiia d dodni .' 

“In (III* l.oojil 'ri*Mdn' ( *asi*s, \*i Walhoi*. TdiM, Jm^lioi* hiadh*\ sa\a: 

* (( is iio( an a(ti'tii|d In rttut iiioin*\ mil of n \aluido> i iiiatnial. fiLo (la* 

tmiiiaoi’ of Intllii'r, or i\ oi \ » or I'lnvin sla’lls, // m o yiAiA/* .y /Zo ao^d*oo/ 

r/TiZ//. II. Is It fu'itini.'it In tin (.oivn iiliirhl |o ; i( i*i lad an 

ri((inn|d (o rloMais, /'la* s(ma/mtl of valiir r* not rljaino'il. M'la* r,o\ 

orntniml siin|>ly dniiaials (Iml lis rradit shalt la- iu*ro|iird mal if-ndiod li^ 
jiuldin and priviih* ornlilms dniin;^ (In* |a*ndin;! o\ j|^i<ia*v . ... 

* No oJM? s>ip|nHr.s ihaf I jioso o^n ornmnil ml ilhalf' - itn* in* wr lo }if pa It I , 

llml (hi* day of puyinnjls is ia*\n‘ lo i<*liuii. And it miitli'm not in 

wliiit form (ln*y am is'*in'iL . . , d'luoui'li whaioNiU i‘liiin^n*'i ila's pa**-, 

llioij' ulliinali' dastiny is /o paid.' 

“ In III! lliosi* le'i^nil laiidar oust*** ihnt* is nol ilnmioI ill i-oiitliol wirli lla** !* 
opinioiiH. 

“'I'hiis. (hen. i( is M-Uli d flail lids noh* h, i,„| n dollar, hitl a th hi dm ; 
II proiniso lo pu\ a d<dlur in pidd ruin. I ‘mipm* i iiia\ dr/im* tin* uoiplil and 
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njHMii’Ss t>f !i tldllar, and it has doiio S(i by a ^‘cdd vinn 

twiniiy-fivn and tJ* standard ^M)ld iiiiu'-ti'iitlis fine. 'V\\q 

|jrotnisu ia s|ajci!jc and n.N:u*t, and its iia(nn% is llsrd by tiu* law and 
annnunoiKl by dm (‘(jnrt. Hriv 1 lui^ht n‘sl as ici ilu* nature' of lijo Unitod 
Status note ; but it is proper dial 1 slain dm law uiidt'r w liiOi it was issui‘d 
and tlin subset puuil laws rulatin^ b> ib 

“'I'lui a(;t of l'\’ binary Jifu navu biiili in liiis nnlu as wadi as I lie 

whole financial pnlioy nf dm war. 'rim fii>t snctinii of that art authoriy.os 
th(^ So(*rrlarv cif llu' d'n'asnrv lo issue, upon dm rmlil of ilir tbiiUsl Stab's, 
Unituil Slal(‘s nnU'S to dn‘ auuuiul of ^ I ri()tdl)d,l)d(), jiayablr (n Imari'r at (hr 
tvi'asuvy nf das Ibutvsl Slalrs. '('hr auumut of tbrsr uulrs was subsr- 
quiuitly iimrcasc'd diiriiin* dn* war t<i dm inaxiiiiuni sum nl IblhOdO^OOt), but 
ihi'i iiatun* and rliararlnr of dii' iiolrs w‘as llin sanm as iIh^ first l^suo. d'lm 
onlaro'rimml of dm issue did not in llu' least atVerl dm nljliMjiihm of ibp 
llnitud Slab’s it) pay llmin in 'This t)bljotuit»n was n*ctmni/t*d in 

n\’(M*y loan law* pas^etl tluriijo' tie' war^ and It) srcuie ibi' iinle Irtan depre- 
iiialion dm anmiint was earernlly limitetl, and every i|ualiiy was t^'wvn to it 
in maintain its value that was possible tluriu^* dm (‘xin'(.iirirs of thn war. 

I mi^dil slmw^ you» from llu' lamtrinporaimmis ilebates in Oon^'ivss, that at 
(n'(!ry sli^p of tim war dm noles were re^-arded as a lomporary ionib in the 
iiaturoof II forced loan»but a loan eheorfully )KU*ne, and In be redmuned 8oon 
uflm* the w'lir w'as ovi’r. 

‘Ol xvas nol uiilil hvn ymirsafler the w'lir, W'Ikui the mlvaiiriiio- value of 
tho nolo iM'eated an interest to ch'pieeiate It in order b) advaiiei' ju*iei’s for 
purposi's of spiamlation, that dime was any talk about putliuo’ o|V the pay- 
ment of (he note. 'Plm policy of a o*nulual eoutraedoii of the enrrmiey xvitli 
a vdew to spi’cie payments was, in Di'eeinber, IKliri, eonenrnHl in by tlm 
almost uuunimous vole f»f tla^ Ibm.sn of Wepresenlalives, and the net of April 
l!i, IHdd, uulhoir/.ml Sl»ddd|ddd of notes u inoiilh lo be reliriKl and cun- 
oeled. Xo one then (pieslioned eidmr llu* poliiyy, tla^ duly, or tht^ oblipi- 
lion of lIuH Iluiled State.s (o nabsun tiu’si’ noli’siii eoiii. 

‘‘ ^Vhy lias imt this t)blioatinn been pm*f*u’med V lloweonies it tlml fnur- 
Luou years after tlu'se notes wu're issuetl, inul I'leveii years afti'r tlie exio-oney 
w'lis ('Ver, we an^ dnbalino- wdu’lher (hey shall be ]}aid, and w'hon (h(‘y sludl 
be piiidV We may well pause to exaiiuim how lliis plain and ]iosilive olili- 
Ration has so loii^ lieen di'ferred by u nation a I w*ays sensitive to the pid>lio 
honor. 

“'Phe falid eoinmmieeirmnt iif lliis jon^^ ilelay was in lliis provision of die 
aol, ap|>roved March IJ, ISflU, as follows: 

<Aiul dm lioldms of Hnib’d States notes i.ssm*d undt*r, and by virtue of, 
said iu:ls, shall present dm same, for Ihc’ purpose tif ('xelian^ino' the same for 
bonds as tluu'eln jirovidefb on or Ijcdon’ dm 1.^1 iliiy tif .fuly, ISbl^, and ibi're- 
after the ri^'lit so to i*X(*liiino-e tlm saim* sliall eeasc* and determine/ 

"'Plius, under die jiressiiri) of war, and the phiuslbh* pre(i»xl of a stalutf) 
of liml till ions, the most esseiiliu) le^ al al tribute of tlm noli* was taken away. 
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'J'lim «i’l, vmwvnwui in h*m|iiiiui v ri‘stiUs, wuh ii jiiohI fnhil hIp|», 

fukI fnr rny pail in iinpii«‘M‘in^^ in, aial \nlin^ f<»r il, I Imvn folt iiniin K'^rt’t 
than fnr tiny lu'l of my ndli ial lifi*. Hut it iiiiihI 1»i» n'linniiltiMiMl ihut fin* 
<>hjc‘(!t (jf (Ilia pnuiHitiTi wjis nnf t‘i pn'Vi'iit tin* funvi'iMinii nf imiIph iiitn 
IkiihIh, imt Itt iinlniM' llirir ronvi»i>jtiri. It WJia tlir juiliry aial ihm'i) of (ln« 
{voviHiinn'iif lo iiiilniM* iln riti/.i*nn t<i o\«’inin»(i' ihn iioirs fionly fm* llio honilH, 
ao that (In' iintt's nii^lit n^ain )m^ paiil ont to nii*ni tlio pn'^«^«in^^ (IojiiiukIh of 
llu^ war, It WUH luOiavjal lliat if tliia to roimwl jliiMii wuh liniiltui, in 

limn (luH w<nihl nuiKn lliinii tt» 1m' im»rn frni'ly tiindiHl; iiinl Mr, ('Iniais tin'll 
SiM'rrliu y of lilt' 'rrnuniiry, uiixIoum to pmynnf u iim iiMMouHo of tim 

inlnvn^i of tlio poUllo dnUl, d to ptuvo lu tnuvUot w llvo pov ooul. Uoinl 

iiiHtiunl of a nix por oont. IioihI. M'lio futal imtov \mih in not rlmnj4;in]L( tln» 
rl^dit lu convorl lln^ noti' into n (Ivo por rout, Iminl instriitl of a nix por ront, 
linml. TIuh wan, in farti iiropomnl in tin' roinnitifiM^ on Ihiitnoo, Intt it whk 
nuid ilml a rij^lit to ounvoil a noli' into u limnl at any linn*, wan not mo liludy 
U> \n\ ('xoroiHod an it it roidtl oidy iio I'Xoivim'd at tlin pJoiiHnn^ of lim proyt»rn- 
iimiil. Ainl IliiH plannihlo thoory (o tlio ronvoi'nion of iiotow into 

liomlH wan inudi> tlio ImMi.H, jiflin* llio war wiih ovor, for tho rofiinal of (In' 
Unitnd Stat(*H (o allow tin' rniivorsioii of its notm into IioiuIh, and lian Ihmoi 
tin* fniillnl (ainai* of (lii« (Hiiitinni'd clopitMoalion ami diHlioiiur of (Niiloil 
StaloH noti'H for (lio IfihI IIvo > nrii^t iliiiino uliii'li. tuir ll\r prr iM^nl. IjoimIh 
Imvo laaMi at par with /^old, wliilo onr ti*H* Jind fall in (In' pjoinii of 

doprooiation from nix (o Iwonly por i rnl. liohoN ^;o|d. 

Not svilliMtandin^ dial tint liohi toronvoil imli'H into liondH ns iih lalom 
away, yi»t, in fmn, tlmy Wi»n', dnriiip; tin* war» iooi*ivi*d par fi>r par for IioioIh; 
uml iiflnr (In* war wan ovor all tlit» intmt'Ml -la’in in^ itii‘M wmi' ronvmtiMl 
into lauida t Imt llii' iioti*H* tin' inoni*y of Iho ponplo iho ai tilhdal nn*aH" 
tiro of viililOttlu' nioMt huornd ohli/,!;ati»*ii, lioi auMo it uim past din*» wan itdiiHi'il 
uitlmr payiimnt or {'tMivoraiim, tlms t’lil lin^ it ojT fiinn (ho full ImmioHI of tin* 
lulviinoini^ ori'dii of tin* p;o\ oi nmrnt« and |i‘avin^j[ to it only dm fona'd 
(piality of It'^al timdnr in payiimnt of *Ii'Ii(h, 

“ Slinilly aflor tin* war whh ovor* ami mitaldy ilnrin^r dn* pioHidmliid 
uampiii^n of |h(\S, du* (pmstinn arom* wln*dior (In* liomiMof dn* I'liilrtl Statra 
Worn puyaldo in min or Ihutocl SlFitm iio(i*h. Mtidi notion and l♦oml^t wi'it* 
U\<*n lu*!o\v par tu ooin, dm uotm vanp;in^ from nUts Movon to srvnutv Hvo 
imniH in coin; ami tivo por mnt. ImuhIh from m*vi*ji( y“t\vc» (o ri^dily in 

ooim lloro a^aiii llio opportmiity wan Inst to M*ouri* dn* oas^ ami luilnial 
upjirooiation of onr notoM to dm standard. Had ('on^ri*sM dn*n anllnM* 
i/.i'il tin* convoixion of imti's into ImiiilH, wln*n laali wi*ri« dopri*i‘ia(t*i|, liotli 
would Imvo udvaumd t** pur in ^old; Iml, on tin* tnn* liand, 5l was ur^nl dial 
lliia would fiuiKo a rapid (‘i»ntnm(iom and, on dm oilmr, that dn* iif(lil (o ron- 
vi*rt dm iiotn into a lamd wmh imt spimii* paynmnt; it was only tim i*xoliiin^i* 
of i>no proiiiiMo fen* anodn*r, It was spoi'n^ payim*nt da*v \i*r\ jnni*)i favon'd, 
b\U- dicl not liavo dm wisdom l)n*n hi si*run*. If (In* ad\'ni'ati‘s for aporio 
piiynumt had llnm Miipjairtod a roKtoration of dm hi <*nnvf‘rt uolrM into 
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bonds, tlioy would luivo souurod their object with but littlo op])osition. l^iu 
all rnoiisuros to fund tlie notoB iit tlio ploiisure of the liolder wore clofoiitod, 
and, inatoad, tliore was in^rafletl into tlie art to stren^tlion the public 
oioflil — 

“Fiist, ii doolaratioii ♦that the faith of lIH^ United States is solciunly 
plodded to tlio payment in coin, or its tapii valent, of all the obli/j^ations of 
tlio United States not bearing interest, known as United States notes, anti of 
all tim interest- ben rin^^ obligations of the United States/ oxco])t sncli as by 
the law could \n) paid in oUior onrroncy than pjold and silver. 

Second, ‘and tlio United States also soloTiinly jilcd^os its faith to nuike 
provision, at the earliest practicable period, for the redoinplioii of tlio UiuU.mI 
Stales notes in coin/ 

“Here again, the obligaliini of the govornmoiit to |>ay these notes in etiln 
was reeogiii/od, its purpose declared, and the time flxe<l, ‘as early as pino- 
iioablc/ Wlial llio olToel of lliis important act of Congross? Wilhoul 
lidding one dollar (o the public deljt, or Uie burden of the d(‘bt, both bonds 
and notes ic»se in value. Within imo year, the bonds rose to par in gold, 
niakiiig it ]>riioticuble to eiinnneneo the refnnding of six per cent, bonds into 
five per cent bonds. 'IMie iiolus rose uiuler tlje stinudns of tliis now proinino, 
in one year, from seventy-six cents to eighty-nine cents In gohl, but no stops 
whatever were made to redeem ihein. 

• “'I'lio amount of bank notes antlioiT/od was increased llfty-four millions* 
The oxooutivo department pursued the policy of redeoming debts not duo, 
iLud did, from an overflowing Inaisury, reduce very largoly the public dcbl, 
but no stops wlmlovor wore taken to advance tlie value of our noles. ^I’lie 
0 /feet of the act of IHdl) was exhausted cm the adjounmumt of CongrowK in 
Mareh, 1870, wiien I he United Slates notes were wortli eiglity-inne cents 
in gold; and tliereaboula, up and down, with many fluetualloiis, tlioy Imve 
remained to lliis day, 'rho bondholder, seouro in the promise to liiin, is 
happy in roeoiving his interest in gold, with liis bond above ])ar in gold* 
The note holder, the farmer, the artisan, the laborer, whose lalan* uiid pro- 
duction is nicasurccl in greoiibaeks, still receives your do|iroeiated nolDS, 
wortli toil per coni, less than g“old you promised him ‘at tlio earlioHi clay 
practieublo/ 7'lio one lias a promise performed and (ho other a jiroinise 
postponed. 

“Thus wo stood when the ])anic of 1878 came upon us; with inon^ 
paper monny afloat than ever oirculaled before in any country of (he world. 
Even then, hud we stood (Irmly, the hoarding tendency of tlm punic 
would have advuiiucd our notes toward the gold standard, and, tn fiiot, 
did so during tlio months of September and Oolobor, until tlie premium on 
gold had fallen to eight per cent, But, sir, at this critical moment, the Soo- 
retury of the 7'reusury, acting, no doubt, in good faith, but I think witliout 
nutliority of law, issued twenty-six millions more United Stales noton-- 
part of tho /lotos rolired and cancolod nmlor previous ihjIs. And now, not- 
witjislandinj^ all the talk about contraotion of the currency, we liuvo nol 


widiiiniwtt nm‘ Imlf iif lliis insiii*. (In tlio Iht of lS7Ii, 

\vn luitl [Uuhs litniilii'il iind lifly^six inillinii nntr^ oul^luiiilin^, 'l*liri*o 
tifli'i wjinl, \vt' IijmI iIju'o liuiulriMt iiihI l \ v«i niillion; mifl ni»\v 

w«‘ lidVt* lliiri* ]]tni(ln*i) iiiul s(*ViMi(y'»iM' iiiilliiui. 

“Sir, i( wiiH nndor (In* of lhi‘so inniils, iifli*r tlio fullosl 

itvi'i* ^ivrn ill ( of liny ipirr^linii iiftrr tlolmli* lH*foi’o tin* |n*it|i|o 
lln‘ ivri'HH of ( 'oii^n'ss, iiml full iliOilH^nitioii hist winti'r lliis luM wan 
N'hnrn was and in now ^inil ililTi*ri*m*o of n|iinioii ns to (In* tlohiils. 
Iml l)in vilal |iroiiMsi> iiiinir to tlu« iioto lioldt*!' (n iiiidii* Ids nolo as ^ood as 
^«)ld in JiinuarVi IH'ii), was ronniinsl in liy a lar^^o nnijorlty of liolli |Ioiisi‘s» 
and liy niany whti o|}|atsrd tin* bill as too slow in ils o|Mtmtions. M’Inm art. of 
liniior and imblir failli was a|i|dinMh*d by (ho rivili/od world and i*onourri*d 
ill by our roiisiitiionls, tin* doubts only la'in^ as to tin* iiiiu*liiiii*rv to i‘air\ it 
into 'I'lii* tiuM* was (lxi*d by ihoso who numl bairrd ii'sninption, ami 

no oii(\ proposi'd a |on^o*r tiiiM*. My lionorabln friiMid from Indiana |Mr. 
Alorlon] truly said (In tho rrcont i'ainpiu^n in Ohio) fha( la* |iarl{ri|iali*i| in 
fnoidn^r it ; and ho and thoso who ii^iood with him llxod tho timo so romoto 
as to (*\*('!f(* (ho unfoniidod ohai'i^o that tho bill wiiHUHliam, a mi*i(* oontrlV' 
iiiii’o (n lirido{' an i*h'rlii>ii. 

“Alai iiow, air, tit I'oi'iiiiil II lilt o this bianrli of tho i [iii*st ion, it is shown 
that tho lioldiT of lln'si* nolos has a |iit>miso td ihi* ( biitrd Slalt's, toadi> in 
i^'obnuirv. In pay him otio dollar in ;*'olcl ihal fho h**oil puipHit 

of this pnniiiso lias boon dcM’lan'd by tin* Siipiniir (*«ini(; that wo havi* talooi 
away fioni this noto oiio of tin* lo^^al attnbntos i^ivon it, whii'li Wiuihl hm^r 
siiioi* havo so(*i]rod its paymont in ooiii that whon tin* tinit^ was unthuri/iMl 
and issnod, it was iindt'iHttaid as rodoonmbh* in isdn wlirii tin* war wimovor; 
that oiir pn*misi' ti> pay it was ronowod in iKtUi *iit as oarlv a thiN as puo*- 
lioahh*;' that by ri'iison of our fiilliin* to provith* for its pii\ nii*iit, it is still 
doprooiatisl bolow par mon* than nm*dontli of its nominal Mibm; that wo to- 
noWi*d this priuniso, and mado it di*liniti* as to tiim*. liy not of Ihv7b; tlmt It is 
a dobt. duo fioin tho I'nltotl Staton, and in law and honor duo now in roin. 
Yot it is propoHtsl to ri*riill oiir promiso t<i rodoiun (Ids noto in I'oin llms* 
yi'iim hoiioo. I say, siri this wmdd bi* natioiiid dishonor, 1 1 w oiild dostio\ 
(ho oon(ldi*m‘o with wliioh tin* public* rn*ditor rosts upon flu* proinisoH nMi 
taimsi in your bonds. It would ^n'i*ally ti*iid to iu'n*st (lit' prtiot'ss by wldoh 
tho intc*n*Kt on ymir lamils is n*tlui'i'd. It would at'i'iisitmi onrpi'oph' to tin* 
suhstitution of a (oiiiporary w'livo of popular opiiiMin hir Its wittlon c'ontrat t 
or promiso. It would Nvoiilo*n in tho publii* mind that Ki'i*ii si’iiso tif loimtr 
and ]>rido wliirh lias always distiii^uislnsl thi* I'ui^flisIi spoiiKiii^ nalitais in 
doalin^ witli public* oblioaiioUH. 

“An «dd wiilor ihns dosoribos ♦ public* orodil: ' 

'Orodil is a oonsoipu*nn', mil a i iniso; tho i*lToot of a sub'Uarit'i', iml a 
substauco; it is tlio Himsidm*, not ihtt miii; (he* c|uiolconiii^r oidl it 

W'liiit you will, iimt ^\\on lifo to trado, ^^ivos brln| 4 f to ihr bninc'hos imd imds 
tnro to Ihu root; it iH llio cul of (la* w'liool, ihct marrow lu Hict ljoiii*s, tho lilotaj 
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\n lIio voiiis, jind tlio in llio liuarl of iill tlio tmclo, cash, imcl 

coniinonui in the world. 

‘U is lutHlncod, and ”’n)ws iiis(nisil)lv from fair and dealing, 

pniiotual ciniqjliaiu'i*, liomnaMo ptnioniiaucc of couImicIh and covt'iianls; in 
sliort, il- is liio oHsprin^ of nnivrrsal probity. 

* It is iippiirciil ovon by itsnaluro; it is no way (lopoiidoul upon p(Msons, 
parliiunoiil, cn* any partiendar num or sol of iiion, as siioli, in llio world, ])ut 
upon tliGir conducl and just hiduivior* Credit never was chained lo men’s 
names, luil to llnnr actions ; not (o families, clans, or colleotions of men ; no, 
not to luiUcms. ft is the lumor, the justic.e, tin* fair dealing, and the e(]ual 
conduct of men, bodies of mm, nnlions, ami people, tluit raise Iho tiling 
ealicM] ei'rxlit lljeni. ’Wheresoever tJii.s is hnnid, credit will live and 

thri\'i‘, /^row and imuHMise ; where lids is wanting, let all tlm power 
ami wit of man join lo^‘ether, tlu'v can mnlher ^ive her bcin^* nor pn*s(U'vo 
her life. 

‘ ArlH liavi^ bi*ei^ triiMl on various occasions in llie world l<» raise credit ; 
art 1ms boon found ablt‘ with more case lo deslroy cnslit Ilian lo raise it. 'The 
finite of tirl, assistcil by tlie punctual, fair, and just disilin^ aljovi»said, may 
have iloiuN inucli to form a enslit upon the face of tilings, I)ut we liiul .still tlie 
hoimr w<»uld Jiave dom^ it wilhout the ari, but never the art witlumt the 
honor. Nor will money itself, which, tSohnmm says, answers all things, 
purehasn lids tiling' ealhal eredlt or restore it wlien lost, , . 

‘ Our onKlit in tliis case is a jniblio thin^. It is ri^Jitly called by some 
of our w^ritiU's nalionnl rn'(/fC, Tlie word denominatim its original. It is 
lU’oduuetl by the uatiou’s nrobitv^ tlie honor and exact nerfonnijiir national 
oiijpii^mnoMts.’ 

“Ami, sir, passiuo from oonHi<]enitions of public honor, tlmro arc many 
reasons of puhlir pal ivy wldcli forbid the repeal of tlie attl of l87r). Tlmt 
act was ^oneially regarded as tlie settlement (jf a (inancial policy by which 
at least Lbo party in power is bound, and iqion llie faith of wldcli btisiuoss 
men Inu'o oozidnctcd tiudr alfairs and made tlndr contracts, l)<ibl.s have 
biMui emit j*actetl ami paid with the expectation that at the time fixed tlie ^old 
slandanl would measure all obli^alioiis, and a repeal <»f tlie act would now 
reopen all the wild and dan^iwous spceulalioii schemes that leed and fatten 
npoji di'jirociaUsl paper money, 'rhimiifluemm lluit sccurc.s this repeal will 
not stop bm*c. If we can recall our promise to pay our notes oulstamliiifr 
why h 1 Kill Id wo n<jt issue more? If we can disi'e^**ard our prcuuiso to pay 
tlimn, wby shall we ri‘oard our promise not to issue more than 8 l()(),OlKM}()0, 
as Htipuialt'tl for by (he act of IHb l r' If wo can nsqmii tlie (jucslion of the 
payjiimil cif our notes, why may wi^ not nnipen tlic tpiesli<ni as to the ]my“ 
nmnl of <Hir bomlsV Is the act of Ibfll) any more sacri'd lliaii tlm act of 
IH7r)? And if wt^ can reopmi these (picstloiis, wliy not naipeii the laws 
nspurin^ tlm [jaynieiit tif nltluu* (nlcn'st or principal of tlit* public debt? 
'i'lu>y rcHt upon acts of (hmo'n'ss whicli we Inive die power (o repeal. If the 
public honor caimot proleia owv promise lo llu' note lioldm*, liow sliall it pro* 
lecd our prouuse lo the bondholder? Already do we siu^ advocated in Id^h 
phu'(?s, iiy numerous ami formidable or^ani'/.allons, all forms of nqmdiation, 
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\vl\U'l\, if utU^ptinl, \v<uilil voihuMi uin* tiulicju tu tlio of ii ruMii'r oluof 

wwm limn llio criMlU (»f iiti A!^nM‘ini> [linilis wlitt at It'hsi wnuhl iiul 
phiiuh'i* liin own i'litinli yiiH'iL y\ial if tin* inilOin cMnUlin* liml im hiifi*ty» 
whuColium’O wtiuld lUo imtionul liankM rroalionH of mirown unit Mihjnrl In 
our will Imvo in It Ihih almnly lanoi |iri>|»nHr(t In i't»nlUc'n(o 

llaMT IjoikIh, |in'niiuni and iill» iih a inmln of paN iii^ llii'ir iinli'H wllli ^M*ni‘n* 
liuoUrt. Whal ox|a*clii*nl w\ ousy if \vn wnuM iiml<i« umnny oln»aji nial 
uhiiialaiiiV Or, if ho nxlnain^ ii luiaiHiirf' rnnltl ho arn^slial, what in (<i prin 
viail till' pornmnoiil dollimnonuMil of ^nhl iih a nnaiHuro of valnoi ami llm 
HuliHlitutinii of an iiiloroonviM’lihlo oiirn'imy ln»ml, lamrlnjj[ tliii’o ami aixty* 
fivo liuiulnaltliK por nimt, inlonml, an a alamlanl of valim ; am) wimii il 
bin'oim'M Inn oxponHivn to print (In' ijoIph In pay tlm inh'roHl, nalnrn (ho 
mto. Why not V Why \>Hy ihroo amt Hixlydivo hnmiriMllhH por oonl. 
wliiMi it Ih naaior to print thronV It ia lint an not nf Onii^noHH. Ami 
wlion llio prcaioHH <if ropmliuiioii ^noa an far that ynnr imioM will imt hoy 
hroiul, why thou iloolaro ap^ainat all inlt'rohtt ami thon, aftor pimain^ 
through tho valloy of hniniliation, roliirn a^miii to lairtor, and Imnnis and 
l^nld 

“Sir, If von oiioo onmmonoo lliin dnwiiward iouimo of mpmlialinii ihorc' 
in hut niiM midin^. \'nii may, likn AMiahiaiu and (In' ( ru<MidiHiH, mm*K (n 
Hinin dio (nrrtail, hnl yon will hi' HWi*pl away h^ tlio apiiil you havo t'vnlual 
iiml tlin iiiHltuiiioiil ynii Imvn rroaliHh ^^M| cHmiplaiii now of a want of i-mi- 
ihlniim' wliioh inalioh mon laainl ihoir inonoy. Will yon, fhoii, ilrntroy ti// 
unnIhlom'oV No, air, no ; tho way to roiiUdonri' is to tn.y$irf il hy 

fullillini^ yonr ol)lif4;ationH. Voii i*annot malti' nmii lomi >om; pm raiinot 
nmico iiion noil yon anyfliin^^ oltln'r hmid, or nirai, <n* wont, or iinn, or 
anylhiii^^ lhal in or ihul ran ho rnadnl nxrnpt for llnil whirh tlioy rhoost' 
to iiiicn. Yon may dnprrriah' Hio niom'y whioh ytm nffor, hnl It will only 
liiko mom of it hi huy wimt you wiuih It ia (rno ihal I In' rrodilor may, hy 
your hiwa, la' {‘oinja'llml to tnlio your nuumy liowovt^r noirh you dnprm'ialo it, 
but ho aannot huy hank that which ho aohl, <u* ila npiiviilciit hi oihrr iicccs- 
Bnriim of life, and ihua ho ia ohratctl of pari of what he aohl. I )iii’inf| llio 
war, Nvhdo nionoy wna dopnuuntin^, many a niniplo man ^Iccfnlly i'onntrd 
Ilia f^uiiirt IIH ho anld tiia ^ondH or cropH at adviiiicdiij^ pricca, hnl lio found 
onl Ilia miatulcn whim, willi Ilia Hwadlmi pdi', ho tried hi ri'phicc liia ainrk in 
Inido nr laid in Iuh Hn]i])licH. Sir, lliiw policy exhauata itself in clicalin^ the 
man w'ho hnya orHolla or loana cm credit, wlui prodncim Mimelluti^ to aid! on 
credit ; wdioliicr that Homothin^ he fond or clotliin|^ ; whether ii ho a ncccs> 
bity or a luxury of Ufu. Vroducllve labor, honest toil, whether of the funner 
or (ho artiaan, in doopi}' intoreatisl in eredih It is credit llml ^ivi-a lifi' and 
oompotition In tnulo ; and croilit ia ih^alrnycd hy ovi*ry aehenie llml impaim, 
Uuluys, or oven clouds au ohll^alion, 

“Attain, air, an irmdmmmhlo ami (liietiiiiliiift: eiirnmcy iilwaya raises llio 
mto of inloroHt on rnoimy, wliiln a alahlo ciirrmn y or an iinprovinj^; cmrrenov 
always reduces the ndu nf iutcrest. This is easily shown hy statistics, hut 
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Uio ronson is so obvious Unit jnoof is not iiooUecl. If ji nuin loiuls lus inouoy 
I in wjints it back again willi i(s incrnaso ; but if tko inouoy, wlion it is to bo 
|)Hid back, is like to bo worlli less than when lio tliiuks <)f loaning it, lio will 
not loan it oxcojit at such ralos as will cover tlio risk of doprnoiatioiL ITo 
will jindcr to buy land or sojiiclliing of stable value. H money is at tlio 
gold standard, or is advanoing towanl tliat standard, ho will loan it readily 
at a nioftorato inlnrost, for lie knows ho will rooelve back money of at least 
onual value to ilmt ho loaned. Again, sir, with a dopiocialod currency 
great dinnr.sfio productions wns out olf from the foreign market; for it is 
inipossibh^ fliut wi()i suiJi a inirrcney we can coni]ielo on (upial terms with 
rival nations, whost' industry rests upon a speeiii standard. As we approauh 
Huoh u slaiidar<l, wo an^ now able, as (o a few artiole.s, to comjiote with foreign 
industry ; lint it is only as tti urtieles in the nmnufaeturo of which wn have 
peetiliar advantagi'S. bet us n^st our industries on that .slaiidard, and soon 
wo c(»uld {•{iinptUc in llu' niarlcots of llu^ world in all tlu^ artiides produood 
from iron, wood, loalluu*, ami imjKom, the raw basis of wliieli are our natural 
pi’oduotion.s. Ami it must bo romonibmed that all (ho c.ouiilries with whiuli 
We are sjHMiio-jiaying eminlric's. 

“ A country lliat does not rest her industry upon sjiooie is nocossarily 
o.Kcludiul from the groat manufacturing industnes of modern eivilivcalioii, 
and is solf-condemnod to produce only the raw basis for advnncod industry. 
Ohou]i food, cliinalo, soil, or natural advantages, such as cheap land, vast 
plains ft)!’ pasture, nr rich mines, may give to a country wealth and prospor- 
ity In Hjiile of tho evils of deproeialed paper money ; but when we oomo in 
comjmtition with the world in the advanceil gra<les of production wliioli 
give omployinent to (lie skilhsl mechanic, wo must rest sinJi Industry upon 
ilie gold basis, or wo enter tho lists like a knight wiUi his armor unbound. 

“Again, sir, a dejireoiated and lluetuating currency is a premium and 
liounty to the broker and money changer, Tinder his manipulation our 
paper standard tif value goes u|> and down, and he gamljlos and speoululos, 
with all the advantages in Ins favor. Good jionple look on and think that it 
is gold that is going up and down ; lliat (lieir money is a dollar still, aii<l 
trade and trallle in that ladit^f. JbU the shrtiwd operator calculates daily the 
depreeJution <if our 110(0, (In^ sliorlening of (he yard stick, the shrinkage of 
the acre, the lesseiiing of tho ton, ami tlnis it is that ho dail}' adds to bis 
gains fiom llie indiffiirence or (Udusion of our pt'ople. 

“Sir, it is an old sttiry, often repealed in onr day, and most (»lo(pienlly 
opitoinized by Daniel Webster in IIh» fiften-fjuoted passagi^ of his speech, in 
wliioli ho sai(i : 

*A di.sordereil eurrmiey is one of (he greatest tif political evils, Jt under- 
mines the virtues nect^Hsary for lln^ su])port of the sniual Hystom and encour- 
ages propensil It'S destrmdivi^ of its Imppinoss. Jt wars against industry, 
frugality, and iMumomy ; and it fosters the evil spirit of cxtravaguiua^ anil 
Hpiunilation. Of all eonlrivaju?es for cheating thi' laboring classes of man- 
kind, none has beiui more efl'indual than that which deluded them with |)a|)or 
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nitii 

iiioiM'V* Onliijju V tyniiiiiv, n|>jin*^sh»M, i»\ri‘ssivi* hiMilimi, \u*\\r li^hlly 

on till* Iui|>|niit‘^^ tii tlio cif lliiM'inniiiuiiil ^ lln* riiimlii 

|i'T)t I'ui Ti'in'it'w jHul f ]io riilthorilvM rniniinll i'< I l>\ |ui|ii*i'. ()urM\vh 

liistoiy IniH rcroiiliHl fur dht insli iirtitm mul nnni* tiniii i’iinii|‘li, of 

liMiilriu'v, till* in jiiHlii’iS and lln' hitolmilplo o|i|nov><iiiii fit 
(ill* virtUfUiH and \vi‘ll’tHH|ins«’i|, uf a ilr^radotl |m|ior minonos HUtlinji/iMl liy 
law or in any way otiinilonani’rd liy nnvpn’unM'Mt/ 

Sm‘, \v«‘ innsl iiii'iM tluM i|nrH|iiiii of h|n*i ii' |iaynirnls, not 4 ^nl^ lii'ratiso 
tin* honor in |il<*dortl to tlo mp, Inil idso fur iho 11^4^00 llnil i( \h 

onr inic*i‘t*nt In di) ma Tin* only i[Ui*HliunH \v<» .-lniid«l inninil «nii*-olM’H (u din 
onss uiv I ho uu'UiiM and moaMiios of th»in|^‘ no, 

^*A)id How, nil't lot ns ovaniiiii* (ho roaHons ilnif liavo lanm ^ivmi for 
ihn ro|a‘al <»f tin* roKUin|ttion jirl l»y tln»si» whti, (hnnoh favonii;^ rosinnp 
liiin, yrt llilnlc tin* art should la* n'|a*ali‘il for uin* m mIIht of tho followinf;; 
roantniK : 

l‘Tsl. M'luit it is not mivisahlt* to llx utlay htr rt*Hnniptinn« 

Si'roiul. Oral h*aK| unlil iht* lialatnn* of Irado is in our ravnr. 

ITIrd. That it protliioos ji roniraotion of ilio puirrcuiry, 

h'onrtli. That It injiirioUHiy adds to |]n‘ linrdon of oxistluf^; didilH. 

l#ot us ^Ituna* at (hrso olijis’hons. 

“ h’iisl. As lo (l\jii‘; a d(i> for 1 r'>iiirM|iMun. 

*‘ir it was juisMilih* |t> ai;ii'o U|ion nnsoairr?* dial would mmmi|4« i 4vaini|il ion 
wilhout llxin^ a (inio» I ajrroi* i( would nol hr iMdis|>i'riMdilr. thtmjdi iji»l 
nnadvisahh*, lo tlx a linn*; hut surh aj’jronnnil isiiitril\ ini|io'"<ili|t*. nf 
tin' lunUilniU' of srlnunrs that hww hum (urHontrd to nu' h\ iuti'iliji^iuit no'U 

tryini^^ lo so|yn Mils |iiohh*in. many t'ould liaxo I srhs lrd that in niy 

ojiinion Wi'uh) ho |p|'aotifMihli* ; hut of ail of tlnnn not ono ww has or is 
likoly to srouro ihi* assonl ol a nmjni ii ^ 4 if a laid\ so nninrrons as I 'oii^«ri’ss. 
Oni' dilllrnlly wt* hiivi* omsiunlonsl is (hat (hr htnuoiuado |•alt^^ llion^rh irj 
llio iiiiinirityt has i]i*\i*r |irrsinitisl in any forin, ihomidi hsidini^ nitMiila*r, 
II |ilan for rosniMpliont ImiI wilh widt*ly {lilVnin;; opinions has joiinsl in 
op]a>Hiu^ any uml t'Yi'vy nnsisnvo from tin* othor sido, 1 nndm stand from 
tin* pap(*rH ihal our 1 K'lnniniilii* frionds, Ihroii^h a tstnriiH, and ihioii^d' 
ouiuuiK roiiiinit liH 4 of wlncdi niy i*o|h*a^ni* is i‘haiiinant liavi* lioon hdiorinji^ to 
upon a plan for spi'rii' [aiyinoiils. Aflor his rit*(|nnnt sporolirs in n'l 
idamt a riun ns luoasiin* a /^fioal ipnvslion hoitio- sidiinillrd lo a nuoMts 
nhont Koc*n*l (ruin-luvi's, ahoni shninH ami dis'rpl tons, lonl snrh lihi* polico and 
rri(*nt 1 ly ttoinrnontn upon lln* work of tin* Uopiihlimu parly, I nnohi ^^0*01 
tny rnUt'nj^uo with surh Imjijiy jilnasos ahnut /u’i raut'us ; iml 1 will not.hiil, 
(Ui dio (spntnirvt I (*oin]in*ml Ins hdiors, and sint*t*r<<lN hopr dial In* ant) Ids 
]H>liiiral fri(*Mds may a/rmi* upon sonn* plan to rnit*li a sptsdi* slainhtid, and 
tint oim lo avoid it, |o provi*nl it, to itohu* it, Ihnh'r rtilor of inliMnliinr (<■ 
propaiip for it, I hope* lla‘y will not imdu* lln*ir niojisun* ihi< pirlovt for 
r(*pc*alin^ Iho law as il stands, whit-h llxi*s a thiy for n*snnipdon and will 
J^iu'uro tho on<l nvo hoih aim ah 
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“ I fj inikly stuto for tho l{o|)uljlirjni purty whilo wo could aoToo to 
lixiiijL^ tluj lime for S|kh‘U' puynuMds »ind upon conlVrriuM- tlio am])l{^ nnd sufli- 
(jionL powers upon the Sc'inH'lury of llu) 'J'rcasury rcnilaiiu'd in this lnw» wo 
could not iio-roo in proscribinn* tlii' precise inode in winch I ho process should 
bi\ oxeoutuHl. Nois in uiy opinion, was it at all essential that we sIkuiIiL 
Much must 1)0 loft to tho discn’ii(ni t)f (In' oliiccr charoi’d willi tho execution 
ol siudi u law. ] lowers conforred, as I shall slow heroaflor, are aiuplo ; 

iiiul tho <liscnUiun ^iv(ui will bo exorcised under the oyo of C<iii^ress. 

“ A ncl» sir, tlioro is strong forego in tho faet that in ovc'ry oxaiuplo wo havo 
of llu^ siKrcossful rosuiuplion of sp(‘eie payiueiils, in this and ollior counlrios, a 
llxeil iluy' has btum named by h'o*islalivo audionly, and lluMlelails and p(Uvor 
of (^ximulioii ha\m botui left lf» exetmlivo aullmrity. 'riuis, in Groat Jb-ituin, 
tho act {>f parlianuuit of July ISIb, ll\’c(l tin* tliiu^ for full rosuiu)»li<m at 
iho 1st (lay of May, IS/iJh and hir a ^'niduatial i‘(‘sum]jtion in ^old at Inti'i*- 
nusliati^ ihitos ; and for fnieiional sinns under forty shilliijos to la‘ paid in 
silviu* coin ; and iho governor and dins-loiM of ilu' Ihinh of lOnmdand wore 
chai‘^‘(Ml with its exeumlion, and aiillM>riy.*‘«l at tlii'ir disen'tlon to resinno pay* 
uuml ill full on (ho I si day May, h'ram'e is now siiccossfully pnss- 

thetMieli ihe saiiio process of ri‘sinnptioii, tlu^ timo la’ine* iixtal (two yiairs 
ao(j) for January i, ISW, and now pivn^tieally ultained, 

*‘lii our *ovn ticnnitry many of tht' slati's have prestmlod similar laws in 
case ot* HnspiUidod bank ])ayiiumls, and in souu* cases tho susjHUuhal banks 
Imvo, by assoclaiial a(dii>n, hxeil a linui for^Han'ral rosiiiuption, niul (*ach bank 
adopted its invu oxpedimit for it, Sir, tho H^ht of oxporienco is lln^ huu]> of 
wisdom* i cun nwall no cuso of succ(‘ssful it^Mumplion wluu'o a lixod future 
tiim^ liiiH not boi'u ]ir(*siMit(’d bi'forehaud, oiihm* by law or u^roonuml ; while 
tho hisLciricul (\xiuuph'S of repudiation of tmrreiicy have come liy tlio drifting 
pioC(‘SH, by a gradual disdiju' of value, by incn'ascd issues, aiul a refusal to 
provide! nuMisurt'S of nuUmiptioii, until tlie wliolo mnss disap|)tMir(Kl, dishon- 
ored and repudiated. 

** 'Phis (SJiumritmco in (ln^ mode of ri'suinplion by so many ^•ovorniuents 
was iho strongest possible instruction to Ooii^rt^ss when lixln^ u plan of n^sump- 
Lion for the United States, and should satisfy naisonable mon of its wisdom, 
1 ii>sidt!s, it would seem to be but fair (hat ev(U*yoiu! sh<»uld have plain 
noth'e of so iinporlanl a fact. If tin! nu‘asiiri»s oidy wert! prcsmitial and no 
iimi! IInimI it wimld 1 m! a mutter of spi'cnlalitm, and the discretionary powers 
of lluN Societary of tlu^ M'rtuisiny could ho exennsed with a view t(» liusten or 
|)ostp(mc the (luit! to the injury of iiulividiials, 

** Ah t(» llui (hili! Heliajbal, I can only mpoat it was phusal as rmnoti! as 
any oiui su^^(!st(ul ; far more so than Is iieis'ssary to ststiiro tlie object, and 
HO that LIjc lluctuations of valiUN will scarcely I'xcccd in hmr years what tliey 
Imvo rroi[U(Mitly bemi in a single year. Italhiws ample time to arranj^'o all 
thc! ridiiLi(uiH of debtor and ureMlilor, ajid to enable Coiiere^ss to provldi! any 
luldillonal nuaisure in aid of rosuiM])lion, or, if events make it expedient, to 
poslpono tho lime,” 
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M y ( '(iNKIDKNt'K IN TJIK SU(*(JKHM OF UkhP.M I'TU iN, 


of DiMtitirniMi* Mi'UlliiTH nf lliifli IliMimH In i|n‘ Kvin‘itiii*H 

HrhjLtn Over ilio lull C(» l*mvhl«’ fur iHHiiiuK ^\Wi V I’niii in I'lan* til lYja'Ilnnnl 
I'tinviirv- .'riin {‘iihiMKi- I.JUVH Ilf Uir Tliilnl Slnlrs iitiii Olhir I nun. 
fH.‘«-«.lnlni, Ui'HnIulinn fnr lJu‘ iHHiUMif Hilv,.r I'oli, Ph.- *• Tnidi* Mnl 
hiv** |)rrlah*<l Nn! In \\o n lirficjil Ti*iitliT-My Vi,*\\r»fiii (lie Kii‘e 
(\miilKn nf Silver mu tn IVnvMe f.,r fl,,. l*niii|.jHlnn nf 

nil* WnHbiimrion I . Hi'miliilinii WilMni by 

Aft‘ nil flu* (()i)|h A mil vernii i\v nf (ho |ii*eliirnllnii 
nf liuh'peuttoiii'ii lIimiiliiiniiHl.v IhiHKiMi In 
II Ihiy l>y Hnlli IfoUHrM — (*niil)i)ntlnn 
nf Ujii Hinirhini Umhu* Mm Arl, 


I 'l Hi'otiK'd l it 1)0 I ho iKilic.y ).l' a iimjoril .v ol' I ho Donitioral ii- 
i\ioiiilH(r.H of hof.h l.lio Soiiiilo luiil Iho lloiiso lo oxii^f^')Miilo 
Ulo ovilHiMid (li.stsiiini;-c'Hioiils of I ho I iuio.v. while 7ii fm'l 
llio l)ooi)l(> w(>ro iihimIIv roj-ov oriii<; fi-otii (ho rosnlls ol I hi' 
jiiuiio ol. lH7;i, mill till liniiiohoM of imliisl r\ woio, (o u ■r|(>ii|(.|- 
Ol' loHs oxloiil, slaiiiii^r inlo lifo imow. iiiol In |irovoiil Iho ro- 
Hiiinpl.iim or ,s|ioc.io piiyinotiUs, mol, if |ios.sihlo. (o ropoal lhi> nol 
provicliiifi' foi' .such roHuiMplion. TJiis polioy midoiiltii-dlv 
c.Iioclcod I, ho pi'ocons of I'ofimdiiip: Iho piihlio. dohl. whioh pni- 
gi'O.sHi'il slowly, ami was c.oiiliiiod lo an oxchati^'o of hoiids hour- 
iiig llvo por ('.(iiil.. iiiforo.sl. for l.hoso hoai’iii(,( six poc c'onl. 

1 look aiimoh inoi'o hopofnl viow of (ho sil, mil ion. and in Iho 
iiiiiiiy spooohos I niiido in Ihai Congross, I .slal od ni.v nmliiloni'o. 
nol. (ally in Uio iirocossof rosnnipUon and roliinding, hid. in Iho’ 
rapid iaiprovonioni. of all laamdios of indnslry as wo iirogrossod 
towards spooio paynionla. In a spooch I niinio in Iho Sonalo on 
tho (ith of .laniiai'.v, iH7(5, on a hill " In fnrlhoi' provido I'oi' Iho 
rodompUon oflogal londor Unilod Slalos nolos in aorordiini'i* 
with oxisl.ing law,” I sjiid.* 


“Sir, w., ou^rl.l U viow nf i,, V.'IO-.if 

mil iMiuiidy. I.ni,k III dio liggiogiao loHiilli^, A n'laiii v iigi. \vo woiv tin,.,, 
ini lion imiiplo; „ow furly ,„illin,. j „ jii,,; 

AUiuiOu j In ll„. IWillo. «lml I.i.h I ,„.|.nia. 
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]>liHho(l in u luindnul yoam. During that time thoro luivo boon poriocls of 
(liirkiiuss and ckuihl. Evory suvon or ton nr twolvo years, poriocliiaiUy* Uioro 
liavo biUMi nC jinanoial distrcBs, Wo have lived tlirongb tlioni all. ] 

beliove, iiiul 1 trust in God* that this very year is ilio boglnning of aiiolbor 
period of prospority, and lliui all these dark clouds, which goiitlonicu aro 
trying to rai«i) up from tiio misery of ihi^ past two or tliroo years and from 
tlmir own oloiided imaginations, will entirely disappear. I believe that; 
even now wo aro in ihe snn.sliino of inennising prosperity, and that every 
day and ev(M*y hour will add In our wealth and relievo us from our distrossoR. 

Sir, things are not so unhopeful as Stmalors scorn to think. We have 
mad(^ a pronnse to be executed thri’.o years hence, and iwery Hte[) of our login- 
hiLion, if any is had, should look in that directum. We may not adopt any 
measun^ or nuiy not thumi tluit any is necessary ; but, if any be adopted, it 
ought to hink to the oxoculion of that jiromise, and we ought to (uiter on tbn 
perrormanoo of llii.s duly with hopeful Irnsl in liie lumlimied prosperity of 
our eouniry. All this gloom and iloubt, all tliis arraignment of olliciul 
statemeiitH, this doubt of onr .snllieieui revenues, this doubt of our ability to 
meet and ad\uiiu*i^ onr destiny, always fulls upmi my euv with painful H\iv- 
prise. Senntors, llie task we havt^ before us may Im a diHicuU one, as it bus 
always proved to las diHloult rnsumo the ftpeiue standard wlienever, for any 
rcuHon, a nnlion iuis fallen from it, but it is a duty ibui musi he execulod, a ml 
it ouglit to be executed without the spirit of ]»arty warfare, without tlinso 
appeals, directly or iiidinu»tly, to party (aetics. 'riie pledges made one year 
age, uUlumgb not voied for by tim De.nuuwatic party, arc pUulgcs binding 
upon their hojuM- and iheir faith as llu^y are upon mine, and 1 trust in Gtxl 
that wc shiU) jthn together in all the proper step.s to carry out thone 
pledgeB."’ 

'PliiH bill was roforred U) llio comnnUoo on (liituK^o, but no 
jKdiinu was takou upon it, as tlio connuittoo proforrod to await 
th<^ action of the Ilouso. 

^rito rosiiinption act in'ovidod for tlio payniont and dostrnc- 
Uou of: tUo fracUoual curmney tlion in circnbition, to tho 
amount oF |;4(), («)(), OOO, and tho substitution of silver coins in 
all vospocl s, such as w(U ‘0 dolinod by tlio coiuago aot of IHblb 
‘rhis was to 1)0 tbo lirst stop in preparation for the general 
rosnm])tu)ii of coin payments in January, 1875). It l)ocanio 
lUK’.essary to provide Cor tho coinage of fractional silver coins, 
and a bill for this purpose, entitled “A bill to provide fora 
dolicieucy in the printing and lOngraving Biumu, and for tbo 
issue of tbo silver coin of tbo Xlnitod States, in place of tbo 
fracMonal <nivroiiey,^^ was reported by Mr. Kauclall, on tlu^ 2n<l 
of Mai'cJi, 187(), from tho committoo on appropriations of 


llui lluu.s('. Il' was .siilisri|ii('iil 1 y t'tui.sidi'n'ii, jumi'IhIciI anil 
[Hiss('<l liy !lio House, at’h'r a loiijj deltale. pari ieipal I'll in liy 
many ol I lie li'adiiijj; .Mendieis. Mmdi lo my .surprise, Mr. 
Hinvili ainl Mr. Ward, |iromiiu*id .Mi'iiiiiers Irnni iN('w Vork. 
opposial Hat imsisiire, ih'iioiiiieed I la' rc'snmpl ioti a<‘l , and 
Itropla'sied ils railnri'. Mr. H(*wi(l, in snppnri of Ids posiliini, 
([mill'd [lus.sa^'es from Hii' ri'porls id Mr. Hrisinw, I hen Si'cre- 
liiry of I la' Treasury, and pri'dieli'd (he aller fidlnre of re.siinip- 
lion, nnli'ss Ihe I’niled SIilH'.s nole.sweri' enlirely willidrawn. 
Ho iiisish'd Had if .silvi'r eoin was i.s.sn('d lo replace fraelional 
(mi'reney, Ihe coin woidd di.sa[ipear from circidalion, leaving 
l.lio pi'oido wilhoid any currency for Ihe sinalh’r necessaries of 
life. Ill I ho projj;ros.s of Iho dehiilo, if hecanio nianifesi lhal 
Iho liir}j;or poriion of Iho Hemocrnlie Monihor.s would vnlo 
iijj[iiinsl. ovovy moasnro proposed ioaid in I ho oxi'cnl ion of Iho 
rosiimplion acl. 

The hill pas.sed Ihe iloii.so on Hie .‘Hsl of .March hy Iho volo 
of I'Jd yeas and I HU nays. In IheSenale il was lelerred lo Ihe 
c.oniinil.lee on linance, and reporled hack wilh aniendinenis. 
The lliird .seclion of Iho hill, as il came from Ihe lloiise, pro- 
vided for I ho coimifjre of I he silver dollar, of I he weij'hl of I I*J..S 
{grains Iroy, slandard silver, and made Hail dollar a lepat lender 
al< ils nominal value, lo an amonni iml esceedin;.;: Ineiily dol- 
lars in any one [laymenl, oxcopi for ciislnnis diilies and inier- 
esl. on Iho palilic. dehl, and Had Ihe “I rade dollar" should mil, 
l-hori'affor, ho a lo}j[iiI coin. This si'clion was siricken mil. 

In l.horomarks mado hy me, npon Ihi.s hill, on the loili day 
of April, iH7H, I f^avo, in delail, Iho hislory of each of Hie coin- 
a[(o taws of Iho Hniled Slales, and of Hie llieii evi.sliim coina[{e 
laws of llroal. Hrilain, l'’ranco, lielp[inm, Hermany, Sw ilzerland 
anil Hilly. I had lakon ^o-eal pains In colled I his informal inn 
a.iid 1.0 iiroc.uro Iranslalions of I Ini laws of Ihe seieral connlries 
named. The ihon roconi changes, made hy Hermany, and Hieir 
olToc.l. U|ion Iho c.oinaKo of oilier milioas, were carefully .slaleil. 
'riiof,n'nora.l c.oncinsions which I drew from a reference Inlhese 
H(,al,ul.os of various connl ries, were; 

" Kiisl. Il is iiii|i(issilili<, ill dll' naOii'r of liiiiia;H. l<i ll\ die |iri>i iHi> miIiui 
bilvur iiiul \\'ii liiivn idl’d il lliri'e litni’H iiml fiiili’d. 
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“ Rcm^(mh 1, AN^HMiovor (Jllior uoin is worlli niurn hi tlio niarkot than Ihn 
raU» Ilxi'd hy tlu> la\V| il flous from tlio country. Tliat wo liavo iwico provod* 
'Duit is tlunulinitliMl ocoiioniio law. It is tlio Groslmm law ; a law of cur- 
nmuy nuint'd fi‘oin tlio iiamo of its discovoror. Ilo wrolo a book to show lliat 
always iho pooror ournmo)^ would drivo out of (uroulation a siijauior oin*' 
roiufy ; and his book ^avo iiamo to tho Itioorj that is called tho law of 
(Trc'.sliani. 1 1 is iluMiiiivorsal law of ])olilical oconoiuy that, wliciiovor two 
imUals or twii iiionoyH aro in cirouhition, tho hsist valiialilo will drive out iho 
most valuable; tho hiUor will bo ox'poili'd. 

“ 'Vbo ilhnl ]UopusiUon is tlmt tho cxnm])lo of sovoral jjjnail Fuvopoan 
nations, as well as of tho Tlnili'd Stati's, proves that U) provont tho dnpn*uia- 
lion of silver tho tomlonoy of modorn nations is to issiio it asatokmi coina<»*o 
soimnvhal less in intriiisio valuta than f^old, and maintain its value by issuing 
it only as muuled, at ]iar with the prevailing eurrmmy, and to make it a lim- 
itis] jo^al tiuidor. 1 may say that has bomi ae(*‘<l upon by (*vory oreat 
(/hristian nation. Unssia ami Austria have not yt't o'ohl etnnaoi* jU all, but 
still thi'y have thiur values based npoii f^old. 

I'Nmrth. 'I’hat the dt'iiiomUi'/in^ of silver limds to add to tln^ valut‘ of 
onld, and that though its relative value ebbs and fhiws it is morn stable com- 
pared to |j;old than uuy other metal, pjnun, or pvodueiiou. Its UmU of vari- 
ation for a eentury is between llfteen to seventeen for one in ^old. 

.“Fifth, 'riiat both coinsure indispensable, one for small and the iither 
for hir^e tninsuetionH. 

“Sixth. That the eiuises of the decline of silver are temporary. It is still 
iisisl by a ^neat majority of mankind as (he stamhird of valni>. Its use in 
h' ranee and the United SluU*s will, on resumption, more ilian eouiilmact ii.s 
deeline In (Teniiiiny. 

“Seventh. 'The general monetiy.inf^^ of silvm’ now, wlien it is unnaturally 
(h'pn'eialial, wouhl be to invito to <jnr eounlry, in (>xclmn^o> for ^*old or 
bonds, all the silver of Muropiu and at last it would leave us witli a depreci- 
ated currency. 

“ lOi^lilh. The (Uicline of silvm* miablos us now to (^xiOuin^ro silver coin 
of the old standard for fraetional (unTcney, leaving (lu^ (‘X{4ian^e {tplinnal 
wltli the holder, until we have the courage, as we now have the ability, to 
redeem it in ^^ohl. 

“Ninth. More silviM’ can be maintaimal at jair than we liavo now (if 
fraetional ciirreney. 

“I'enlh. TIk' nalemplioii of a |)urt (if onr mirrem^y would advance its 
pureliasiii^^ powm', while the silver in ciieulation will coiinleruct the con- 
tiaclion of tlu' currency.” 

This hill a law on l.ho I7l.h of April, 'I'lio 

s(!(‘.(m(l soc.l ioii jiroviihsl ; 

“'I'lmt iIk' Si'orc'lury of IIm' 'I'nitiHiiry is hornliy dirotilod |o issiin hUvch' 
(Miins of (he Unitetl States of llu^ (hmomimilion of Itm, twmity, twimty-flvo 
s.-w 
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and llftv lUMils uf hhuitliird vahu', ill of ilii fiptiil uintMini nf fnit'* 

tioiml furiiMioy* wlu'tIuM* llin sump bp miw in lln* in'imiiry awailiiijijr 
lion, nr wlu'iie'VPr il may bi» |H4‘spnlpd for rtMli*in|ilinii ; ami lln* SpimpIuw nT 
tliP M'rpasm’V muy, umlpr ip^ulaliniis <if Cln' hiMisiiry ilppai liiipiit, prnyiilp for 
surh r(H|piiiplitui ami issup by wiibsliliilmn* ii1 iIip n^j^Miliir Hub l^l•aHllnpM iiml 
puhlip ilp|iositant«s of tlip lfiii(p<l Sla(pH, iinlil Uip wIioIp aiimunl nf fiapliiinal 
iMirnumy tnUatiualin^' shall la* nMlppiiiiMl, Ami lln* rniplioniil purri'ripy ri** 
ilppiiual umlpr tliia apt hIiuII Ijp Imhl In Iipu |iati of iIip Minlnii^^ fuml |inivitlrcl 
for by pxiHliu^ law, tho iulpwsl (o bo poitipulptl llipipcui as in ihp rasp of 
bmula rpth'pimal umlpr lla' up! rplalin^ U* iIip siiikini( fiiiicl/' 

A joinl. vc'soluliob fov Mui issnt^ of silv(»r roin wiin ini roihu’CMl 
ill tlio lliMi.sd by Mi’» Knisl, of MaHMucJiUMd.ls, on flm Isl of May, 
|S7(), TIuMilijiM’li of Huh r(SMo!ufiou was lo oN)MMlilo Iho is.sui' 
of niinor coin and llic rcUrinnont. oT rmclionnl cnrnMicy. II 
was i‘nl\MT(sl Id Hio c.onunii.Ud on banking uml cniiToni’y. 
r('|K)rl(Ml back and passc'd (lio lloiiso dniu^ lO. In llio St^naio 
il; was ndciTiMl l.o llu^ comniiUiMi on linanci', roporliMl favorably 
and pnsscsl willi iumcihIohmiIs JnnotiL Tln^ llonsc disagrc'i'd 
lo Min aiiicndiMcnls of the Siniah', nnd a conimilirc* of coiifor*- 
(\iicM wiis appoiiilcd coinposi’d of tioliii SlHM’ni;iii, Mi’orgo S. 
Jloul widl, and lioiiis V. Ilogy, inanngors on (In' purl of llir Sen 
ale, and 11. Ik lhi.vn«\ and Snnnnd d, Uandnll* nmnngrr.s on Ibe 
part (d* Ibe llou.sii. Tin* n'porl of I lu' I’onforc'rs whs ngn»i'd lo, 
and Min bill having jmssnd bidb ilou.sns il wiis Hpprovnd by I bn 
Vvnsidnnl on Mii'» u‘dnd of »luly, Il provided: 

" Tliul Um* SiMUi'lnry of ihp ^rivaMury, iindi»r mupIi liiiiila and ii’iodatinim 
UK will Itpsl HPPUi'P a jiisl and fair dintriluilioii of llio saint* (hrongli (In* 
pniinlry, may isHUP Uip silvpr tsnn a( any limp in dn* (naisury iti an luminnt 
nol PXPinaling Inn million dtdhiix, in pxpliangit for an iM|md amoimt of li^nd 
Itmilnr nolps ; lual dm uoIpk ho rivpivtal In <*xp|iangi* shall bp lit*|i( an a 
s|amiiil fnmh sp|mralt' uml it|an'l fonn all olln*!* moiii*y in tlm Irpasnry, ami bt< 
riMHsupd i»iily mani tlm nnirpimmt ami dt'sinnSion of a lilu* sum «if fiaplitiiml 
purroimy rppiuvial at dm Inamury in paympiit t»f dni*H in (ho l'ni(pil ,'^laips ; 
uml Hiiid frapiioind purrpm*yt wlnm so Hulmlilnltab sliall bp tlpsOn^pil and 
Imid as purl nf Urn sinking fuml, uk pntvhlpcl in (In* art approvcal Apiil 
«vwpnUMM>, pighUmn humUfil and Hpvputy six,*' 

It also i»rovidod : “That llii’i Iradn didlar shall iiol lini’c'- 
aftov 1)0 a b'gal tendin’, and Mu^ Snendury <»f Ibi^ Trniisnry i.s 
boveby auMioviwd to limU, from Mnu^ (o linns Mb' coinugi' 
llioroof to sncJi an amount as bo may disun .snUbdi'ol In )m'(d. 
Mio oxport doinand for Mm Haims’' 
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II, !1,1k() providcMl (hiif, I, lie iimoinil, of sul^suliary silver coin 
iiuMiori'/ed .should iiol. exceed S5(), ()()(), 000. 'I'ho silver bul- 
lion WHS (o he pnrclmsed from time to time at inarlcel. rate 
by the Secretary of Mio Treasury, from any inoiioy in the 
treasury not othm’wiso ai>|n(tpriated, and any gain or seignior- 
age arising from tlu< c.oina.ge M'as to bo paid into the treasury. 

'I'liese provisions in re,spect to subsidiary coin wot’o in a 
large nl(^asur(^ execnIiMl itrior to tlio 4th of March, 1S77, and 
teiuled, in my oinnion, to facilitate the progri'ss of tiu' 
resnmpl.lon of spc'cii' paynumts on the 1st of dannary, hH71), 
The dehati^ on thi'se measures occupied a. large imrtion of the 
time of both Ileuses of (lougniss, and presontcul in every po.s- 
sible aspeid all the liuancial ((uestions invidviul in c.oinago, 
resumption and refunding. Anyout' di'siringa full knowledge 
of l h(? viinv thi'u lakmi of tlie act revising tlu) la.ws in re.sj)ec.t to 
c.oins and coinage, a.)>pvovt'd Kelivuary Ti, 1S78, will lind in the 
debate a, full history of that ac.t, givmi at a, time, when it was 
fri'sh in the memory of tlio great body of Senators and 
Members. 

1 su]>port.ed the coinage of the old .sils'er dollar in a speech 
in the Smiate made on liie Sth of .lane, 1H7(), two yea.rs hid'ore 
the ap[ieara.nce of llie “ llland hill,” or the “Allison hill.” Sil- 
ver l)ulli(m was Ihmi dmdining in marki't value. 'I’he resum)t- 
tion aid, providtal for the gradual reiilacmnent of fractional 
currency by silver c.oins of the character and form provided for 
by (.he coinage aid of hSod. VVlimi tha.t ac.t passiul the old sil- 
ver dollar was not. coined or in idrc.nlation. It was more valn- 
ahlo in t.h(^ niarkid. than a dollar in gold, and, if coined, would 
have been (ixiiorted as bullion. In the revision of the c.oinago 
laws of hS78, it was dropjied from tlunist of coins, and its fur- 
ther c.oinage was prohihitiMl by a clans(^ providing that no coins 
should lie miuh' at the mint except those prov ideal for in that 
aid,. The. history of this a.(d. and the reasons for prohibiting 
the coinage of the old dollar ha ve lieen fully sta.ted in a previous 
(diapter of this work. In jilace of the old dollar the trade dol- 
lar, containing 480 grains of silvi'r, was in-ovided for. 'Phis 
trade dollar, coined for, and a.t the I'xpense of, the owner of the 
hullion deiiosil.od at (he mint, was, in the revision of the laws 
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(if lli« (hiilc'd Slalt's, iiiiinicniioiiiilly nimh'ii lei'll! lemler I'nr 
live ilnlliivs, I he siiiiie iin Hie niiiier niiiis i.Msued hy I he luiiil mi 
f'(iV(inilii('ld. uce.miui. Ah nilver deeliiied in viiliie, Hie (ritdi* 
(Idlliir liei^iniK' less viiliiidde lliiiii ii dulliir iti i^idd.iind the own- 
ei'sef liiillimi depesiled il. in Hie niiiil, and received in e\chan|.'ii 
fvitde ddlhirscnslini' less Hiiitui ddlhirin ^dld, Inti, lieitiK a lei'll! 
I.eiidei' lor live ddlliirs, il. cdiihl he fmced npmi (In' iieiiple nf 
Califerniu., then uitou Hie gidd slandurd, ul a jimlil In Hm 
owner dT Hk' IniHinn. Mr. SarKmil, a Senainr rrmii (‘iiliinrniii, 
early in Hk' si'ssinn inlvednci'd a hill enlari'iiiK (he liniil el' 
lei'll! leiidm' ef niiiidr ceins, and repealing' Hie lei'll! lender 
(pialil.y el' Hie Irade ddlliir. 'I'his hill was rererreil In Hie cdiii- 
iiiiHoo on linaiice, and was vi'perUsl wilti an iiiiiendiiieni In 
slriho Old. all after Hie oiiac.Hni' chuiHe. and insert: 

" 'rinil, HiH-l ion iinS(\ ijf lln* |{rviH(ul Stulnlf's of llio linilntl Slivh^H Ins and 
licn'liy aiuiHMli‘d In rrficl iis ftillows: 

fnl vi«r roiiiK of tln^ ['iilli'it SlatrH, flm liailn ilnlhir, fihall lio 

li fn)Hli*r ill lliiMr iituiMiiul vjilim for loiy iiniotinl no! flvn 

iliilliim in liny niin |iHyiiii»nl/* 

This siiiipli^ liil! wiis iuimIi' (Ih^ Ir^xl. (if ii linip: drhiilr in (hr 
lluU. (*nnliini(M| (hirin'^ fhi' fj^rntlrr purl nf lliiir si'ssinn, 
Thr provision Ihnl* “llicIrHilr flolhir sinill nol Itrrrnrirr h(» n 
l<%nil Inndnr*^ wiis I rnnslo)‘nM| lo |.(m' joiiil n’soliil ion alninly 
iiK^nl.ioncMl wliirJi hri'iinii^ it hi.w on (ho iitJiid of »luly. 

!u \)\y spiMM'h tin Mv. Snrf^onl’s Inil I snid : 

Tliin liill prnpohi'H In rnhtoin dio nld hil vnr ilnlliir, and ^^id 1 i( and liin 
huiiHidiary Hoinn of lln^ Hiiiiiul StaloH In nalriMu lln* I 'nilnd SlatfM nnf«*M aiiil 
fniclinniil rnirmiry. M’lai dollar (n roHlonal is ihit hiinn^ didlar dial laid 
oxislia] from lo lS7«t; inn) dm Hnlisidiiny ittiiiH (o In* i^nunl aio dm 
Hiiinn in fovin and valine hh liiivn lanm isMiiial stin o |Hfi*L 1 lia\ n almnd^ 
Htuti'il in iny nmmrlm, niado on tlii^ Mlh of April hisl« ()m* liistni s of llir^o 

hilvnr iumiik iuid lla^ ndutioii of hilvnrand ^old I ollmr. intl onU in dm 

Unitad SlaloH, l»n(. in ilm noimlrii'H widi wtiioli wo liavi< tin* ino.^i ovhmsivo 
oonnni‘roiul rohuiniiH. 

“M'lin t wo main (pioHdona am i 

“ h’irHt:, Sliidl ailvor ooin lio oxolianpal furloiiliMl Slal«*s imlrs as wtdl 
im for fractional curmnoy'*' And, 

“Si'coimI. Is ii \vis<» lo rm’oin tla^ old ailvor dollar willi u siow to ox* 
oliunjrn il foj- Uiiilrd Slati's moIi*hV‘* 
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In tliis spcoc-li 1 favored the restoration of tJie silver dollar 
of tho precise character and description of the dollar that ex- 
isted from 17<)2 to 1<S7!1, but, as tho inai kot value of the silver 
ill this dollar had greatly fallen, I insisted that tho dollar 
should ho coined from bullion purchased by tho government at 
market price, so that tho people of tlio United States would 
rcceivG tho dilfoi'ciico bol.wocu tho (;o.st of the bullion and tho 
face va.liio of tho coin, the samo pjiiici]>lc that was adopted in 
what is known a.s tho Bland- Allison act of 1878. J did not, 
however, proi)oso tlic full legal tender quality that was given 
to tho dollar by tho act when adopted, but that it should bo 
placed among tho other silver coins, and bo a legal tender only 
for twenty dolhir.s. 

'riio plan ])roposc*d by nio was to set a.side a portion of the 
.surplus r<n’enMo or sinking fund of each year applicable io tho 
pa.ym(>ut of tho public debt, for tho ])nrchnso of silver bullion 
to bo coined into silver dollars of tho old .standard. I .said; 

Tho hill roporlod })y iho co/jioiiUno cm Iluanco tliiis provkias for an 
imjnocHultj rosiimpUoii of sp(^oio jmyinouls in silver coin, and iluis ctjmpletos 
Iho first and most dinUuiH stO]> of llie problonu It noithor disturbs nor 
clornnf»OH bus! ness, nor slirs u)) iho plmnloiii of contraction. It Is in oxaot 
aocordaiico willi t^xisling law, and loavos llio silver ooin» as now, a subsidiary 
ooiu, iL tondor only for limited amounts. 

“Tim next question proHcmte<l by lliis bill is, shall wo return to our silver 
coina^'O the old silvi>r d(»!lar, And Imre 1 am mot bj' the objoelions of tlio 
SoiuUor from V(;rinonl, but his objections art5 ratlior to the ainoiidinonts 
proposed by the StmiUor from Missouri, lluin to Ibo report of the coniniitioo. 
Tho otJinmitloo pro[>oso the sil vtUMlollar, not as a loyal tender for gold con- 
tracts, but only as a louder for mn ronoy coniraoLs not exceeding twenty dol- 
lars in any one payment. 1 would profor to leave tho silver dollar and 
stand u[)on itsintririHie value as a legal lender tho same as the smaller coin ; 
hut thert^ is no iiijustiei^ in enlarging the limit to twenty dollars, and l)ul for 
the 1 ‘iuisonH I will slate lau’eafler then^ is no injustice in making it a legal 
ttmdor for all (uirreney (amlraels. 'I'he silver dollar has that intrinsin 
value whitOi in all p(U*iocls of our liislory lias nuide it a favorite coin, not 
only for (hnnestie uses but for exporlaliotn Jt furnishes silver bullion 
in a sliapn and form m(»n^ (!onveniont for handling than any other form 
of coin. 

■X* X X X X X X X X 

When tho (dd silver dollars are issued at par with tho United States 
notes, u large amount of them will bo taken as a reserve by tho jjooplo to 
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moot fiituro ixtods, witli or witliout a tondor (jnftlity. As tlioiv insuo is 

not porciiiplorv, jirid tlic’ ag*gi‘('^al(^ ojiriiiol oximmhI tlio surplus rovciiuo or 
sinking fund, tlioro is no dan^-or tif an ovonssuo, whilo tlioir oxlsti’iico 
ainon^ ilio pooplo xviU \>o tlio \)osi rosowo nyIum^ gold alvmo becomes tbo 
full standard of vnlne. 

“lOvQty avgiunent alroadv montionod in favor of subsidiary silver coin 
is cqiuiUy potent in favor of the silver dollar. It will bo oagorly taken in 
payniont of United States notes. It is purely a voluntary exchange. It is 
tlio ohoa])est niodo in wbu;h wo can rcdcom United Slates notes. It is 
specie resumption in the old linio-honnred standard <jf silver dollars of full 
weight and fineness. U will nccnst(uii our jioiiple to distinguish between 
tho real dollar that pays where it goes and a piqmr (lollar which only 
promises to pay. It will ])ropare the way for full rcsum])tion in gold. To 
the extent ])ropoHod by tho commitieo, and to be used as a ])urely voluntajy 
approach to a full specie staudarcl, It is o\ien to no objection or cntielsii\» 
and should bo assented to by gontlonu'n who have difforod with each other 
on tlio present rosuniption law or on the merits and dangers of contraction 
and expansion.” 

Tlie vital (lilTcmnc.o liotwooii tlio I'roo coina«:o of silver, and 
the liniitod coinu^'O of tliaf. inetal on governnioiil. account, is 
that with I'rpo coinage tlu; staiulard of value would ho tho 
cheaper inoiioy. With sihor at ite jirosent jn-ice in tho market 
the dollar would he worth hnt a little over lifty cents. The 
eoina-ge being free to tho hoUlers of silver Inillioii no coins 
would 1)0 made e.vcopt the cheaper coins of toast pnridias- 
iiig power. On the otlicr hand, tlic coinage of silver on govei n- 
mont account enables us to niaiiitaiu the silver coins at par 
with gtild, without respect to tho market value of the silver 
bullion. Any nominal profit from this coinage innres to the 
benefit of tho whole people of the L'uitod States and not 
merely to tho producers of silver bullion. 'I’liis distinction 
has always appeared to me so marked and clear, and ihc 
argnmont so strong in favor of limiting the coinage of silver 
to tho amount demanded as a conveniono.e of the people for 
the smaller transactions of life, that T cannot sympathise 
with a policy that aims merely to secure tlio cheapest money 
for the discharge of obligations contracted upon more valnal)lo 
money. 

Among tlie measures that became a law at this session was 
a concurrent resolution, introduced by me in tho Soiiato on the 


OF JOHN SHERxMAN. 


547 

5Ui of July, 1875, to provide for the completion of the Wash- 
ington monument. 

On the m{)vning of the 4th of July, 1870, the lOOth anniver- 
sary of American inclepciuleuce, I was making some preparation 
for the celebration of that day in the viiiinity of Washington. 
Aninnitod by the patriotic feeling inspired by the day, and 
sitting in view of the tmfinished monument of Oeoj-ge Wash- 
ingion, T. felt that the time had come when this monimicnt 
should uo longer continue a standing reproach to a patriotic 
people. SJiortly after the death of VVa.shiugton, a resol ntioii 
providing for tiie erection of a monument to his memory, 
was agreed to by l)(>th Houses of Congress, Snbseciuently, on 
January 1, 1801, a t)ill Wius jiassod by the House of Jlcpreson- 
tatives appropriating S'2()(),00() for this purpose, but, in the 
political o.vcitemeiits of that day, the .Semite failed to con- 
cur. lu the absorbing public que.stious that ensued, resulting 
in the War of 1812, the .subject was dropped in Congre.ss for 
the time. 

In 1833 the “Washington Monument Society” was formed, 
with Chief Justice John Marshall as its president. This society 
proposed to raise the ne<!cssary sum to erect .such a mojiiiment 
by voluntary .sub.scriptions of individuals, and in 1854 it had, by 
such moans, constructed about one-third of the iieight of tlio 
monumeut and tlinn suspended w-ork. 'I'hns it had rcMuaincd 
for years for want of moans to complete it, a glaring evidence 
of failure. TIjo jjortion of tlie monument already reared to the 
height of 150 feet stood in rude outline, an abandoned failure 
in tlie midst of a reservation partly covered with water and 
broken stone. The .society was incorporated by Congress in 
1859, but no furtlicr progress was made. It was manifest that 
tlie work could not be completed by tlie existing organization, 
and doubts were oxpre.sscd wbethci* the foundation was sufli- 
cient to bear tlie superstructure. Under these conditions, on 
the JOOth anniveisary of the declaration of Aincricaii inde- 
pendence, it occinrcd to mo the time had arrived when a 
great country like ours should coin]ilcte this unfinished mon- 
ument to George Washington. Under tho inspiz'ation of this 
thought I wrote this ve.solution on tho morning of the 4th 




of July, aud on the next morning offered it for adoption in the 
Senate: 

“ WuKUViAs, It Ims plonsed Almiglity Gad to guide the United States 
of America sahdy tlirougli oimj Imndred years of national life, and to 
cvv>\vn tM\r nalion ^v\tU tlic highest blessings of civil and religious liberty, 
TlicrofortJ, 

“ 'i'be Senate and House of Representatives in Con gross assembled, in the 
naino of the people of tljo TJnilcd States, in reverent thankfulness acknowl- 
edge tbe fountain and source, the aut!\or and giver of all these blessings, 
and our clependenoe upon His providence and will ; and, 

WiiiiUBAS, \Ye recogni'/o, as our fathers did, that George Washington, 
‘first in peace, first in war, and first in the lioarts of his countrymen,’ was 
one of tlie chief inatrumonls of Divine Providonco in securing American in- 
doponcleiico.and in laying broad and deep the foundations of our liberties in 
the constitution of the United States: 

** Therefore, as a mark of our sense of the honor duo to his name and to 
his compatriots and associates, our revolutionary fathers, 

“ Wo, the Sonalcand House of lieproscnlatives in Congress assembled, in 
tho naiiu) of the people of the United Stales at this, the beginning of the 
3(^oond century of iiiitional existence, do assume nn<l direct tlio coinj>letion of 
the Washington moniiinont in the city of Wasliington, and instruct llu* coin- 
mi ttoos on ajiproju'iation of the respective hfouses to propose suitable pro- 
visions of law to carry this resolution into effect.” 

Tu submitting the resolution T said ; 

“ I desire to oJTcr at this time a conourront resolution. 1 wish to say 
before it is read that 1 beliovo if it were passed to-day it would bo a matter 
of profound satisfaotion to tho great body of the people of the United States. 
I ask that it bo read.” 

Aftor tlio msolubion was road, there was a pause, when j\Ir. 
Ediniinds said: “Let us consider this resolution. It will bo 
agreed to unanimously, 1 am sure. 

The Yosolution was therefore considered and agreed to 
unanimously. It was sent to the House of llopvesentatives the 
next morning, when Mr. Hopkins, of Pennsylvania, pending a 
motion to adjourn, asked unaiiiinous consent to take from tlie 
speaker’s table the concurrent resolution in reference to the 
Washington mouvmiont. Upon tho resolution being read, Uie 
House seemed to be impres.sed, as was the Senate, with the fit- 
ness of the time, and the propriety of the measure proposed, 
and it was luiauiniously adopted without debate. 
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Thus Congress undertook to exocuto the uulinished work of 
tUo WasliiugtoM Monunicnt Society. 'I’ho requisite appropria- 
tions wore subsequently made, ii.nd tlio monument, as com- 
pleted, ivS now the most, inqjressivc token of tiio ap])rociation, 
by the vVnierican pooido, of the name and fame of George 
Washington. It is visited daily by nearly every American or 
stranger ^vho enters the city of VV'’ashington. lbs dedication 
will bo hcrcfiftor mentioned. 


(MIAITKIJ XXVIII. 

'rilK UaVKS 'I’ll.UV'.N l'uV’,Kn<K,NTt.\l. CoNTKsT. 

Nnitiiuiituiu i»f Ir n. llnvi'H fur * -IliH KiliU'HH Im* lln* Ui'MiuinHltilr ( MUn*— • 

Sliv<*vvthu‘KH Suiiuii’UL IUh ' I V'lilfi* A' Hvi ly lut<» 

i jjr I'nnviiHH in Ohin iifii) Slnlrn- I'iiiimIh in Mu* SmiMi Ui iiurNrri) \i\ 

(tnirnil (iniiii- tn Mu lo Nrw OiIcmiih iiiitl WilinHK tlir (nii\ I li<‘ 
u\ Mouininuu ' • hi'prtvluvp Jnv M\»‘ 

[{hpuliliniii mill |i' “ Virtil Ml H '* » ni Mri'llplmn- 

iiiK Mimhl--My Li'l.li-r In Mnv<*nMir lliiyoM frnin \rw 

— Vri'Kiihml. rirniil'K Mrihl in I'nii- 

liUlh'i’H Irniii l’n*Hit|i*iil' Hfniio.! 

lo IttriMiip lilrt Ht*rn«lnry nf lltn 'rri'iiHiiry. 

T l I K l{('l)uliti<t!ui iiidioiml ('OMvc'ul.ion of I.SVC) mol ni Ciii- 
(‘iiniiili on llio l lili of .limo of lliaf vom-. AfliO' llii' 
tisiiitl orffiuiiziil ion IIm^ following, fij^lil noniiiiiilion.s for 
l’n'.si(l(ml. wore! nnnlc: Mhiino. iMoidm. ( 'niilJin;-. Ilii.s- 
low, IliiyoH, lliirl.niun., Wln'i'h'r iim) .l('\v<'ll. 'I'lic lni;il nnno 
Ik'I’ of tlcl('}ful.('s wuH Tf)!, Mliiino \v:is f^rt'nlly in Hio loud, ro- 
('(iivinf' on llio limi. Imllol. ‘JSfi V(»lo.s, .s(nno fioni ni'iirly I'xc'i v 
stall'. Morton rocoivcsl lU-l, Hrislou' I |:i. ConKlinjj; 5)'.*. IIii.M's 
(> l, Uui'i.nuifl. TisH, .li'woll 11, and WluMdov !5. 'IMano worn V I'al- 
lots, ill wliic.li lllaiiio slondily hold Ids vole iind .sli'riil ly mdinsl, 
I’mioiviiiji; on llio liiial liallol. 1151 volo.s. 'I'lio \(ili« for lliijo.s 
iiicai'iisi'd at oacli liallol. until on lli(< sovonlli liiillot ho rocidvod 
!W4 vol('.s. a inajorii-y ovi'i’ all. 

Undonlitodly Hlaino was llio favorili' of llio convonl ion, 
lint tho aidii^nniisins that oxislod li('twoon him and ('onlJtii^i: 
prolialily doi'oalod Ids iioiniiial ion. ) still holiovo I ha I lli(< 
iioininalion of llayo.s was not only tho safo.sl, hnl I ho .si rmiKo'd 
Umtc.onld ho mado. 'I'lio Imiff |«»ssossion of posvor hy I ho llo- 
l)iihlica.iis iiatnnilly prodnood rivnirios lhat|;rcatlyiilTi'olod Iho 
olootion of auyono who had hoon ('.(inslautly |trmninoul in piih- 
lic lifo, liko Hlaiiio, IJoiilclitif' and Morion, llayo.s had pfiowint,' 
qualitios, and in ovory ros[)oc.t was worthy of tho lii^di iKisilion 
of I’rosidont. ilo had iKHni a .soldior, a Moinla'r of ('oiijfross, 
( 560 ) 
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thi’ifio elected as Oovonior of Ohio, an adnii?‘able executive oili- 

and bis public and private record was beyond question. He 
was not an aggressive man, although firm in his opinions and 
faithful in his friendships. Among all tho iJublic inen with 
whom 1 have been brought iu contact, 1 have known none who 
was freer from personal objection, whose character was more 
stainless, who was better adapted for a high executive olllce, 
than llntherford B. Hayes. 

Governor Hayes wrote me tlie following letter in recog- 
nition of my aid in his nomination. 

CoLii.Mitus, O., Juiio 19, 1870. 

My DI^Al^ Silt; — f trust you will novor rcgrol tlio importiiut action you 
took in tlio iiiaugiirntioii and carrying out of llio iiiovpincnt which resulted 
in my nomiiiution. I write those few wokIs to assure you that I a|)prociato, 
and am gratiluHl for, what you did. 

My kitulosl ri'gards to Mrs. Shorinan. Sincerely, 

R. B. IJ.U-K.S. 

Hon. .loiiN Shhuman. 

His opponent, Samuel J. Tilden, was a man of singular po- 
litical sagacity, of great shrewdne.ss, a money-making man, who 
professed to represent, and perhaps did represent, as fairly as 
anyone, the idoa.s of the New York politicians of the school of 
Vail Billon and Marcy. J knew Mr. Tilden personally and very 
favorabl5r, as wc wero members of a board of railroad tlirector.s 
which frequently met. He seemed to take pleasure in talking 
with mo about political events, and e.specially of famous Now 
York politicians, of whom Silas Wright and Mr. Van Buron 
were his favorite.s. Tie had acquired grettt wealth as the attor- 
ney of corporations, and was undoubtedly a man of marltod 
ability and sagacity. He bad taken an active part in defeating 
tho corruption of Tweed in New York politics. He had boon 
elected governor of tho State of New York, as the candidate of 
reform and lionesty in politics. 

Tho long and important session of Congress adjourned on 
the 15th of August. It liad been the arena for long debates, 
mostly on political topics growing out of reconstruction, and 
financial mea.surcs heretofore rofcrrcci to. fi’lio ])onding pre.si- 
dontial contest also excited much debate in both Houses. Tho 
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uihiiiitisl r{ilii>ii itl' (Ji’iu'i'ul (Iruiil liinl iml. lu’t'ii ciiliri'ly Mtlis- 
I'actiiry, Jni<l ctmliiniinu'i' i>f lltr ISt'jniMirnn inirly in 

ji()\v(‘r Wits iiti I'lciiiciil. (iT Wf'iiUiuiss. 'I’lu* cmiiiiliiinl.s, mmvniil- 
ill {lu> iiinsi Inmrsi uUininistnitiuii, uiul tlm (lisinijuiiul- 
iiH'iils 111' (illifi'-.scnki’rM, |l||l(■l>(l llml piirly nii (lit« llt■^l■ll^*ivl^ 
'I'lid Month luni, hy l•(•(•oMslnH■l ion, Itoc'ii piiirl ifiilly 
to politiciil po\V(*r, niicl Hit' hotly td' llio iio^'roc.s Innl Ik'i'h siih- 
slnntinlly tli.sl'nnichisi'd, Iliniij4:lt lt>p:ully oiil il loti !<» I ho siill'nii't'. 
ItiolMiiiiil (‘riiiii'M of ovory do^cft'o wt'i'o ooniinil loti in IIiomoiiIIi, 
nolii.hly in lioiiiMiunii, Soiiili (’nrolinn imd l''lonilii. Oipiiii/.otl 
nioh.s anti vitth'iico Initl tloli'rrod imiiiy fftiin volinpr, nntl in 
Homo oiiHos had itrt'Vi'iitotl I'von (lit' soinhlanoo of ii froo 
oloc.tioii. 

1 ontorod aclivoly inlo thin oanvuss, nioro stt than in any 
provionsono. 'I'in'ot' tlayn l)t'fovi' Iht' ailjonnnm'nl , I nimli' niy 
o|)(t|iin^r .sjit't'oh al' Maiii'Ma, Ohio, in wliioh I tlisonsMtal fully Hit' 
daugoi'H of Iho roHltirulioii of llu* Donioonitic parly lo ptiwor, 
tin* prohahilily of Ihoir faiinro lo ciiforoo Iho oonsi il nl ioiial 
ainontlmonls, and Iho proloi fion tif Iho linhls of Ihi' frooilnion. 

I oliMiiiotl Unit tin* oittt'lion of Mi', 'rihlon vmioIiI rosnil in Iho 
vii'tinil nnllilit'iil itni ttf (ho oon.sl il nl itniii I anionilnionl.s, ami 
luninint lit a priit-l ionl ro.sliiralion Iti ptiwttr ttf Ihi'tili] |li<ino- 
nratio. party, Tlii' rovival tif Iht* ri'lu'l olaini.M, Iho rofiintlinK ttf 
tlio ool.lon la.x.aiid l)io tlainap;os t|tint> Iti ri'hol.s, \voro fully omii- 
inoni.od upon, as ivt'i'o Hitt tail rap's ooniniiilotl upon frt'oilnioii 
dnrin}? Hio sortind adinini.'itration of Hononvi Onint. Hit' tnp[nni- 
mlioii of Kn-KInx' Klaus, anti tiio Wliilo lioai'iio, nml Iho hohl 
uosH with which Hio laws wori> tlisropirtlotl in tho wtnlh. It is 
diillciiK. now to rt'iili/o (ho oontlilitm tif pnitlio alVaiis in all Iho 
states Hion lali'ly in rohollion. Tho potiplo tif Hio .sonlii nro 
cortiiinly onti til'll (n Iho hif'hosi l•rollit for Iho p:roiil olninp' 
tluit has rocondy hoon nnnli' in Iho pivorninonl of Hioir siiilo.s, 
hut il; (lannot III! ilonii'il tliiil dnrin^' tho ion yoiir.-t aflor Iho war 
thoiv condition horiloroil on tho ilospiitism of nioh rnlo amt 
violcnco. Kiinincial ipiostions, no ilonhl, onloroil inlo Iho 
canvass, hnt in this ii'spoo.l, Hovonior Tihloii iiinl Hovornor 
Uayos did nol niali'rially liilVor, whilo inihlic opinion in Iho 
soiithorn states was almost a unit in favor of Iho liirp'r nso of 
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piijioi' indiH'.v. 'riioii' baiikvnpt conclilion jnado this policj' 
almost universal tlioro. 

I c.oiitiiUK'd unl.il t lio (lay of olootioii to make spooclios, not 
only in Ohio, init in sovcuul of tho states. I ongat?od in a 
joint ilc\i)ato with Htniatoi Voovlicos, of Indiana, at Columbia 
City, in that slato, in SetdemlKir, whie.h probably had more 
fun and lumior in it than argumeid.. It so happoiuul tliat 
iippointimnds wore made for tiac.li of ns at tk)lumbia City 
on I hi' same, day, and tlio managiU’s of tho two partio-s (ton- 
idudi'd tliat they woiibl lui'vo a joint dobatii, and arranged 
for it, to wliicli w(J both assonlx'd. 'I’luiro was a gixiat e.rowd, 
iuid liesidi's Mr. V(K(rli('('s and my.solf, “Itlno dea.ns” Williams, 
tho c.andidiili' foi' governor, was to oiuni thi' imM'ting in bis 
poenliar way, io wliiidt, as it wonhl not iit all inlorferi' with 
oiir debate, I did not obj(>c,t. Tli(' d('l)a.to was fully Vi'iiorted 
ill tile (Miicngo “ I iiliM’-Oi'oan,” and is a very gratihie. spe-oimen 
of popnlai' d('lia.t{‘H in wliiidi each side (daims to bo tho vie,* 
tor. I think it would bo safe to say that from tho oJoso of 
Congress until tho da.y of oloe.tion I spoko on mairly every 
week day in some oiu' of tlu' live or six stah's which I 
visitivl. 

'I’ho result of tiu' pi’esidonthil (doetion in Novombor, 1H7(), 
was ('xti’iniioly dmihtful. It was soon assorted that tho major- 
ity oittior way would lie Visry small, and that tlio ])vobabilitios 
worn that Mr. Tihlen was {diu'.tod. Zac.hariah Chandler, chair- 
man of tho natioiud K{'tinblican e.ommitt(Hi, howc'vor, otmli- 
dontly telegraplnvl, on tlu' morning after tho cloc,ti(m, that 
Mayes was elec, t(u’l by a majority of ono in tho (d(U’,toral c,ol- 
h'go, l''iirth('r reports d(we]o[ied that on ac.c.ount of intimida- 
tion, frauds and viohnus', e.ommitted in tho election in Louisi- 
ana., South Carolina, and Florida, tho veto of eac.h of those 
states was doubtful, and (‘ould only be asc(n‘tainod liy the u'ports 
of the retiirniiig^ boards. All of their ohudora.! votes were 
iK'oih'd to giv(' I hiyc's tlu' majority of one. lloth jiartios clainuul 
in eac.h of tlie sl ates a majority of tho po|)nlai‘ veto. In tho 
hea.led slate of politic, al loi'ling in tho.so si a. tes, it was a mat- 
ter of grave, dinibt whether tho count of tho veto might 
not result in violonct', tumult or war. On tiui ovoniug of 


Ndvriiilii'r 11,1 n'ccivi’d iVitiii l'n'si<|rul (iruiil llii' rnllnwiiijL!: 
(ch'^frum : 

I'lMI \ KM I'lll l'\., IL 

Ill at M \NsMi I i», t ),, S:Ilii !•. III. 

SuSMuU JnUN Sin 1;H 

I wtiiiM 1 m< liiiM’li |•j^Jlsl•ll if ^<111 umiM jiMii piulii's \v}ik Imup 

iilvpuily upi'pptinl auiup ii>\ ilalitui, lu thlpiuis li» tlip pun 

viissin^ nf ( III' vnt iMif 1 ,iiiiisiiiiiii. I S. 1 1 ii.v s r. 

[ )'('|)li('il llial I woiilil >.((1 ns soon tis iino'l iciililc. and ri'- 
w'ivtsl l!\n followiiij; uiiswi'v: 

I Sli I < I S ♦ n. t NiiVpIhIiiM' I 'j, 1^*111, 

Ilf .V ii:j K, ( )., I |j. Ill, 

I liiN. JnllS Sid iiMA 

UnloKH VKii i'HM iriirli iIm'H' liy h'liiluv iimuiiu^ it will lip Um lain, 

\ \ S. { i ii.\ M . 

I 111 tiiico slarli'd f(H' Ni'W Orlriiiis, slo)i|iit);< on llu’ way ill' 
(loliiiiiliiis (ocoidi’r \vil)i llovonior lliiyns. wlio saiil lin wislind 
I would ^j;o io Now ncloaiiN and wiliioss llio ooiinl. lud ox- 
lU’f'Ssod, in llii' sli’ollgosi possildo I:mi”Uiij'o, Ids o|i|iosj| ion Io any 
nuiviuiioiil' oil tiio pati'Of anyoiio Io inlliioni'o llio aolimi ol tlio 
ndnniiiiK Imiiril in Ids favor, ih'said if Mr. '1‘ildon \\:o' olorlotl 
ho d(‘sirod liiiii hy all iiioniis Io hiivo llio cdliro. I |irocoodod In 
(lim'imiali, wlioro 1 luoi. soino of Iho ^oldlolm‘ll whom td>noia! 
(Iranli had r(S|iiosl.od (o wihtoss Iho oouiil. Whoii wo al•ri\l•d 
ill Now Orloaiis I foiiiid fur loas <*sriloiiionl in ros|ioi'l Io llio 
wiuiil. (hail 111 nido. I duu’c mol (ho olhor }{oidhMiioii who hud 
hi’on, lil(o iiiysi'lf, iiivilod hy donoral (Irani. 'I'lioy W(>ro Mos.si.s. 
Slaiiloy Mallliowa, Ohio; .1. A. Oariiold, Ohio; K. W. Mtoiip:hloii. 
Now Yoiic;,). II. Van Alon, Ninv Yorh; Win. 0. Kolloy, I'onn- 
Hylvaiiia; .loll I'l. Slovoiisoii, Ohio; Miif^ono Halo, iMaiiio:,(. .M, 
'I'lillAo, Iowa; .1. W. Ohupmau, Iowa ; W. U. Sndih, Iowa ; \V. A. 
Mdlrow, Iowa; Sidnoy (Itirko, Kansas; (*. II. l'’arwo||, Illinois; 
A hnor Taylor, Illinois; ,S. |{. Ilavon. Illinois;.!. ,\|. Hoardsloy, 
llUiiois; .lolni Oohurn, Indiana; Will (himhack, Indiium'.C. Irv- 
iiifi; I (illy, Maryland. 

Al> Now Orleans 1 was for Dm lir.si. tinio inirodncod Io Iho 
inomhor.s of ( 111 ' roliiirninff hoard, who. niidor llm laws of l.oii- 
iniaiia, wore viajiiirod i.o vi'rify Iho roiiiil. and whoso roliirii was 
filial. Wo mot also a lavm'. iinmhor of (.^oni lonmn w ho w'oro 
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thevQ at tho request of the national Democratic committee to 
perform the same duty that had been imposed upon us by Cteu- 
oral Grant. Tliese gentlemen wore John M. Palmer, Illinois; 

Lyman Trumbull, Illinois; William Tl. Morrison, Illinois; Sam- 
uel J. Randall, Pennsylvania; A. G. Curtin, Pennsylvania; Wil- 
liam Bigler, Pennsylvania; J. R.. Doolittle, Wisconsin; George 
B. Smith, Wisconsin; J. E. McDonald, Indiana; George W, Ju- 
lian, Indiana; M. D. Manson, Indiana; John Love, Indiana; 

Henry Watterson, Kentucky; J. W. Stevenson, Kentucky; 
lloury D. Mdlenry, Kentucky; Oswald Ottondorfer, New Yorlt ; 

J. 13. Stallo, Ohio ; Lewis V, Bogy, Missouri; Janies 0. Brodheacl, 

Missouri ; C. Gibson, Missouri ; John Leo Carroll, Maryland ; Wil- 
liam T. Hamilton, Maryland; W. G. Sumner, Connecticut; P. 

11. Watson, Ohio; F. R. Condoii, New York. 

Before my arrival a corro.spoudenco had occurred between 
what was called tho Domocratic visitors and tho Ropublican 
visitors in regard to our respective duties. This con-espond- 
once, all of which was reported to President Grant, resulted in 
tho attendance of a certain number of each of the bodies of vis- 
itors at each session of tho returning board, and thus a con- 
stant surveillance of the proceedings of tho board was had. A t 
tho same time wo received from the returning board the follow- 
ing letter: 

Statu op I.ouisfana, Ofpiok Boaud op RKruuNiNO-OppiOEits, ) 

Nicw OuusANS, Novcidbor 18, 1870. f 

Siu ; — At a mool'mg of llio board of rolurning-olVioors, bold this day, 
llio following prcainblo and rosointion, iiitroduocd by Gotioral Tlioiuas O. 

Andoraon, was miaiiimoualy adopted, viz.: 

‘WiiiciiiCAa, I'bis board baa loavnad with aatiafactiotv that distiugvuabed 
goiitiomoii of national nsputation from other statoa, uoinu at tlio request of 
the President of the United States, and some at the request of the national 
oxooulivo oominittoe of the Doniooralic party, are present in this city with a 
view to witness tho prooooding.s of this board in canvassing and compiling 
the returns of tho l•coont olootion in this stalo for prcsulontial electors, in 
order that tho publio opinion of tho eoniitry may bo satisfied as to tlie truth 
of the result and the fairuess of tho moans by wliicb it may have boon t! 

attained ; and wlioroas, this boai'd recognizes tho impoi'taiico wliioli may iit- 
laoh to tho result of tlioir prouoodiiigs, and that the public mind should bo 
oonvinood of its justioo by a knowlodg’o of tho facts on which it may bo 
basod, llioroforo, bo it 

‘ Jicsolvcd, 'I'hat this boanl does heroby ooixlially invite and request flvo 
gontlomoii from oaoh of tho two bodies named, to bo solootcd by thomsolvos 
3.-#9 




50(1 


n^HpoolivoIy, tf> jiIIimhI uinl ))i' iil llii' uf lliin luuml wliili' 

in tlit» of ils ilutics, iiiitlor tlm liiw, in oniiviis'‘iu^( luul 

rniiipilin^^ llio inlmtis, iint! usiMMiahiiii^ aial tl«M»lanii/jf tlio result nf huiil 
nl (Motion for in Uioir najiaoUv }»rl\nln inll/ona of 

oiTiilu'Ut ri'imlalion aial liij(h oliJiraofor» aiul ns ajirota(t»i*H mat wiluosaasof 
ilai |)rin'iasiiiiga in tliiit la^lialf of tins lionitl,' 

,), Mahihon \Vlci.|s, 
('laiirnmn Honnl of Ui'lm nirij^^ < lIliisM'M, 
lloN, ilouN SiiicuMAN, St« (•ImrloH ll«»li0, Now nijcauiM, 

Oil Iho Hiuno day 1 ansNvornd iu iuduiU of luy Mssor.iali»H m 
follows: 

Si* (hiAui.rs 1 

Nkvv OuiJ’:ANHt NovtMiiliar IS, IS70* ( 

Silt: 1 Imvo raonlviMl y<mr ia»ln of loMlaVi willi a c'o|iy of (lio raaoln* 
lion <»f llio lumrd of roUirninf{MilHoora of tlin Slnli^ of ) .oniainnai ami liavo 
ooniinunuaiind iho invitation aonlalnisl in it lii ilm ^millinnini wlai am linri« 
at tlio r(H|noat of llui rmniilinil of tlm Diiilial SliitoH in witnoHM lla' nuiMihM' 
in^ of llio voln at lUo nasait ohutlioii in iIiih alali^ f<ir pmaiilojilial olnotorn, 
ami am instrualiul by llami bi iiifonii yon of tlioir inM*o|itiitMMt t»f tbo invila* 
limit an<\ Uial limy will ib'sit^iiatn a t’oiiimiUmt i»F llvo <»f llioir huiiila^r to 
allmul dm innoliiioH of da« board* And I laKo iIhm <io<*asioii bi niv 

lliankH for llm (anirliMnis fmina of dda inviiadon, my dt'i^p htMiHo of Mio im 
porlunoo of your pmoordin^H, and my oonlldmil bopo diut (Uoy will b»» 
ctmdualod as to unnvinia> llio pnblio iniml of llit^ jimlii'r* i»f your lindin^r. 

.lollN Sin:U\|AN. 

Hon. ,1. iVfAiUKoN Wni.i.K. 

A Hiniiiav iiivilaUon was nxl<'n(lo<l Id llm llcinoi’fulir. vIk- 
itoi’N, and Hul)slanlially Ilia winio ri'idy madt>. 'Din n'liiniinj,' 
boanl tliou imKioodiul 1.0 iiorronn ilw duly iiiitlcr llu' law. A I. 
(ladi Huasiou llio lluiuildiran and l)(Miioani.li('. visit tu.s wrfi' 
lausoiib, and I noiUuir know of nor liavu ovor Iicanl of any aid. 
Iioin^ dono or ioHl iniony laknii by iliu board in ibi< prr.s- 

onco (d' (■(mnnillods of Ibo l.wo bodii'.s of visitors. Tlii' proccod" 
in{i;.H of blu) rol.urnini' lioard \V(»ro roporh'd for cuch body of 
visibora and for bbo robnrniiip; botird, and idl Hut tuidcuco 
taken wius nob only di'liviiri'd ill llio pn'.st'iicn of llio l.wo visit- 
ing bodiOH, but was voporlwi lo (bo I’rosidonl. mid wns pnli- 
lisliod liy Congiuss. Wlialovor opinions nni.y bo oxpnwod ns I o 
blio covrootnoHH of tlui linding.sof bbo rotnrnhig board, llioro run 
bo no donbb blnib ils prorooding.s worn opon. fair and itupar- 
bial. Tlio lioard iirrivod ab (bo (•.onolnsion lliab llio llopnbliriin 
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doctors recoivocl a iiiajoril.y of the votes cast in Louisiana at 
that oloction, and wore outitlod to cast tiio vtde of tlio .stiito 
for Prosidont of tlio L'nitod States. 

During Iho great oxciboinont over this contrevonsy, and 
also over tluit in Sontli Carolina and Florida, exaggerated 
statonients, without tlio slightest foundation, of frauds and 
improper conduct on the part of the returning olUcers wei o 
nuido and puhlisliod. As to the action of the returning board 
in Louisiana, I fool hound now, after a long lapse of time, to 
ro\ioat what was reported to Couoral Grant by the Kopuhli- 
can visitors, that it made a fair, honest and impartial return 
of Uio result of Uio oloction. In concluding onr report wo 
said : 

of violoiiDD aiul liilhiMillUioii aiul iinmal dislurlmiiuo in many 
ntlun* parialjiLs, is {)f (iio sanio ^^mu'ral chanitrtor) aUliou^li inoro ^onoml and 
diMiisivts, an lo llin llva parislu'H purticulaily rofomHl lo. In ilia othors, IIioho 
oiuiHuH pn>vuih‘(l uL [airlioulur polling |)lacL>M, at niiuiy of wlacli tlio Koptib- 
lioiui volo waa, to a conaidorablo oxloiit, ]>rcvtMilocl. 

“ Wo hopu to bo ubio to fununli full oopiofl of all tostiin<»ny lulcoii by the 
bf)Ui-(l» that iho justioo of ita oonuluHiona may bo upprociuiotl. Jt in a tri- 
bunal, from which thorn uan bo Jio appeal, and, in vi«\v of iho posniblo oonso» 
(pumcioa of Its ad judication, wu havo clonoly obsorvod its proooodiiif^H and 
ha VO oui'ofully wol^dicd tho bu’oo of a lur^o mass of tho lustiinony upon wbioli 
that u<l judloutiou Iuih boon roaohod. 

‘‘Tho moinbofs of tho board, uotinf^ imdor oatli, woro bound by law, if 
ounvinood by Ibo tontinumy llml viol, iumuK, aols of violonoo, or avmod cUb- 
tuibanoo did iiialorlally Inlorforo with tho jmrily and froothuu of oloction at 
any poll or voting pliico, or ditl nialorially olian^o Iho rohuH of tho oleotion 
ihoroat, to rojooL tho volos thuH oast, and oxoludo thorn from (hoir (Inal ro^ 
Inna Of dm olTool of sm^h tosliinony, Iho board was solo and linal jud^o, 
and if, in roaoliin^ a ooncluslon, it oxorcisoil ^ood faith and wan f^niidod by 
an honoHt dosiro to do juslioo, its dotorniination should bo rosjmotod, ovoii if, 
upon lilco proof, a difToront conolnsion ini^hi liavo boon roaolmd by <itlior 
Lrlimnals or poisons. 

“ 'I’o f4;imrd tho purity of tho ballot; to protoid dm oitl'/on in (ho froo and 
poaiiofnl oxoroiso of Ins ri^ht In voto; to soouro him against violonoo, indinb 
(hUion, ontia^o, and ospoolally mnrd(M', wlmii ho attompls to poiforin tliis 
(Inly, should bo tho dosiro of all inon, and tho aim of ovory roprosontativo 
^ovormuonl. U poUlmal kuccosh shall ln\ attuuiod by suoli violout aud lorri- 
blo moans as woro n^sortod lo in many purishos in liouisiuna, tiomphiint should 
not la^ mado if dm volos dms obtniuod avo dmunmcod by judicial tvlbuuivls 
and all Imiiost imm as illo^al and void.** 
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at a fair oloction a largo innjority in Louisiana, no lionest man eanquostion ; 
tliat you did not roceivo a majority is oqually clear. But that inf ii nidation 
of tbo very kind and imtnro ]H‘ovidod against by Uie Loui.siana law did enter 
into and control tiio olection, in more (dection polls than would cliango tlin 
result and give you the vote, I boliovo as firmly as that I writo this. The 
dilliculty of gallujring this testimony and putting it in iho legal form has 
boon very great, but I boliovo 1ms beon fully mot. 

The wholo caso rests upon the action of the roturning board. I Imve 
carefully obsorvod tliom, and havo formed a higli opinion of Governor Wells 
and Colonel Anderson. They arc firm, judicious, and, as far as 1 cun judge, 
thoroughly honest and consoiontious. They are ])ersonally familiar with the 
nature and dogroo of intimidation in Louisiana. They can see that the in* 
tiniidution, as organized, was with a view of throwing out Republican piir- 
ishos rather Ilian ondangoring Democratic parishes. Our littlo party is now 
dividing out the disputed ]mrishcs, with the view of a careful oxaininiition of 
ovory pup(^r and detail. Many are iuipationl of llio delay, and some Imvo 
gone homo. Wo will probably bo aide to keep about ton hero. Wo have 
inourred some liabilities for reporting, printing, otc., but hope the Uopub* 
liean national eommilteo will make tliis good. If not, we must provide for 
it ourselves. Wo are in good hope and spirit. Not wishing the return in 
your favor, unless it is oloar llmt it ought to bo so, and not willing to bo 
ohoatiKl out of it, or to bo ‘bulldozed’ or intimidated, the trulli is palpable 
that you ought to have tho vote of Louisiana, and we believe lliat you will 
Imvo it, by an honest and fair rotnrn, according to tho loltor and spirit of tlio 
law of Louisiana. Yv^ry truly yours, John SirKu.VAN. 

To tins General Hayes responded as follows: 

Coi.uMiJus, 0., Novmnlmr 27, 1870. 

My DiiAU Sir: — 1 am greatly obliged for your letter of the 23r<l. You 
fool, r am sure, as 1 do about this wholo business. A fair olection would 
Imvo given us about forty oleeloral voles at the south — at least that immy. 
But we are not to allow our friends to defeat one outrage and fraud by an* 
other. There must bo nothing crooked on our part. Lot Mr. Tildori Imvo 
the place by violonoe, intimidation and fraud, rather than undertake to 
prevent it by means that will not bear the severest scrutiny. 

I appreciate the work doing by the Republicans who have gono south, 
and am cspoeially proud of tho aoknowledgod lionorablo coikIuoI of thoso 
from Ohio. The Democrats made a mistake in sending so many ox-Ropub- 
1 loans. New con veils are proverbially bitter and unfair towards those they 
have recently loft. 

t trust you will soon reach tho end of tho work, and be able to return in 
lioalth and safety. Sinoorely, R. B. IIayrs. 

I met Governor Hayes on niy return and his conversation 
^vas to the same effect, that ho wished no doublEiil votos and 


wolilil ly prcft'r Iti liiivn iMi-. Tilili'U sfcsn as I*n>si(li>nf if 
Uu'rawus any (Inulii alumf. his tUnyi's’) I'li'cliitn. 'ri\i\ Ut'pnii- 
liniu viailoia ilid lad. n'l iirii iiiilil aflar Uii' inniliii}' of I'dii^pcsH 
al. i(« n'^diliir .si>s.siitn nii llio 11 h id Mcci'iiilit'i*, l.sVii, 

I’ri'.siili'Hl. (imiil, ill llii' ln'Kiiiiiing nf lii.s iiiiiiiml in('s.Hiip:ii 
of lliat. ilali', aaiil: 

<*in JiiV luul Innl tn ( |l 

pi<i|ii'r (lull I Hlmiilil ii'fiM* lu» ami in h»uu' clr^'m* iiM apihitiUis tin* 
and olllrial jimIm nf llm |m»l v<'aJH. 

“It. WU"< my f^atuin*! ov In lu» rallml tn lln' nlUi'n nf ( ’Uu»f 

MxiHMHivi' williniil any |atnintiH |io)ihnil Kmjtt tin* ii|n« nf 

h'lMi I had rii'VtT tnpii \viUH’N‘*rd tli»* rxidlrinniit at(i*iiili}i;' a |in*«ddi'iitiit| 
laiiHpai^n Iiui Iwiiai atitiMMalniil tn my nwn ratididarv^ and at Imt nni< nf 
fliain wiia I oli^ildn iiH ii vntnr. Undi»r hinOi rinMiiiiHtain*»’*i il i»* l*iit ira»nii 
a))|a In HUp(in>sM llail nirnirt nf jud^^liiniil IiiuhI liiivc* ntaanml. had 

lhay nn(« dilTi*t'riiri*s nf oplninit hntwiaMJ llin IC\<a*ii(ivM, hninn) liy an natli tt* 
tlui aliinl pinfiiniiniion nf Ids dufii*s, and and didmlftia nnisi ]iav<< 

iiriann. It is nnt nisa*ssurjlv nvidoNia* nf liliindiT nii fli«* pail nf tin* Mvrrnhvn 
laaMUisti tlian* am lla*sn djlfnmiM’ns nf xinws, Mistakna Iium* lu*i*n iiiail»\ as 
all i’Uli HIM* and I adiniti lat(, il msmiis in im*, nflt^iMT in tin* hnlrntinint iinnii* 
nf (hn aHsislanlH appniutnd In aid in isiri s iii;^ nut dm \ ai imr* dntii'** nf admin 
iatiM'in^( dll' ^nvnniiiumt, in tasirly uvnrv i'hsi* Hi*l«m(rd v>tt)inut u pm-^'nid 
tuupiainhiniMi willi (In^ apptdntiM*, latt upon ri*rniiiiin*ndaf inns nf dm i«*pi<* 
Hniitadvns idinami dirondy liy dit* pnnpin. It is hiipnssili]|i^ u Imn* sn rnaii\ 
IraatH ari^ tn laMtllnilnd, that tin* ri^lit parlim ahnidd la* i*lii*m«n in nvnry 
iiiataiioo. Ilislnry hIihwh tliat tin iidiididstiiiiinii, fmiu tim film* nf \\ itslnnji* 
inn In thn pit‘Hi*nl» Ima lauui fn'n fnan tlmnn inistaKi^s. lint I Inau* r»*iii 
jairiann In Idatnry, nlailidii|^ *^tdy that I hiivn ju^hMl in t*\i*ry inNiam'n frniii a 
UonavdnnthmH di'sim in dt> wimt was mnMitntinmd within tin* law. nml 

fnr dm vnry h[‘st inti*n*stH of tin* wlinin [M*nph*, Kniluma liavn Imrn i*rrnti» 
of judffiiionU nni nf int.i*nL" 

ThtK inodnsl. HinloitiiMil. hy (liMionit (iruid wn.s fi|i|ii-<<riiili'd 
V)y lloni^ioss mid l\y l.lin roimlvy. No oiio dniddi'd llii< sini’t'iily 
and palrioliaiti of l.lio I’n'Hidonl.. lii.s uiodosl ciiiinwitiii of 
on‘or« did nol. in llio slif'lilcsi. dcjfrco iiiiitiiir tlio iioivorsul roii' 
fldoiu’.o ill him. 

On V.Uo ^Slli of .livminry, 1S77, Mr. iMlminid.s, of I ho solocl. 
cominiWon of llm Honalo on llm ('onidiiii' of olocloml vofos, 
Hulimitlmd lumpoii. in wriling willi an iii-otnnpanyinK hill. II 
wa.s, wilh Olio oxcopl ion, Hignod hy llm nionihois of Iho ooni- 
millooa of Uio Iavo llouaoa wilhoni dWimdionnf parly, 'rim 
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bill provided in full detail a prescribed mauuer for counting 
tlie electoral vote. It was adopted by both Houses and voted 
for by a great majority, but, believing that it was extra, consti- 
tutional, I, with other liepubJicans, did not vote for it. The 
history of tlie electoral commission provided for in this bill is 
part of the history of the country, and it is not necessary to hero 
enter into it in detail. It is sufTicieut to say that it resulted in 
the counting of the votos of Louisiana, South Carolina and 
Florida for Mr. Hayes, electing him President by a majority of 
one vote. 1 took an active part in the debates on the questions 
involved and gave in detail my view of tlie action of the ro- 
turning board in Louisiana. 

During this period I roccived a number of personal lottors 
from Governor Jlayos, some of whicli may bo of interest: 

CoT.u.Mnus, 0., Docombor25, 1876. 

My Dtcau Slit : — I liavo your oHtooinod favor, and luivo also mot Jiidgo 
Taft luid Gnvoriior DonniHOn. Tlieie will not bo tlio aliglitost diflioully 
growing out of iho inuUor you rofor to. You know my gononil oourso of 
conduct. It always soomed to mo wisest, in case of decided antagonisina 
among friends, not to take sides "-to lieal by comproniiso, not to nggravalo, 
oto., olo. I wish you to fool autliorizod to speak in pretty dooidod terms 
forme whenever it seems advisable — to do tins not by reason of spocuflo 
authority to do it, but from your knowledge of my general inothocle of 
action. Sincerely, R. B. Hayks. 

Hon. John SincimAN, etc., oto, 

CoT.UMnufi, O., Jamiary 5, 1877. 

My Dkah Sir : — I hsivo your note of the 3rd. I do not wish to influonco 
tlio action of our friends, and do not volunteer opinions. But ?/cw have a 
right to my opinion. I boliovo the Vice President alone has the eonstitu- 
tional power to count tlio votos and deolaro dio rosull. Every tiling in tho 
nature of a oontost as to olcotoral votos is an affair of tho states. Tho rest is 
u moro ministerial duty. Therefore it is not right, in my judgment, for 
Congress to interfere. Sincerely, 11. B. IIaykh 

Hon. John SinciarAN, U. S. S. 


Coi.UMiurfi, O., February 15, 1877. 

My Dkau Sir: — I have two loiters from you since I last wrote. If it 
becomes my duty to make a cabinet I want your views full^^ and spooifiouHy. 
It possible a personal interview would bo oxtroinoly desirable. Boynton 
writes to Smith that an assurance of my views on tho souilierii question, which 
are truly sot fortli in my letter, with such additions ns I could jnoporly make, 
would bo useful. I profor to make no now declarations. But you may say 
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if ymi cU'f'iH itunvWlili' tluil jmi Iftfur \\ud 1 will Miiiul iiy am) 

oiKMinra^nn^^^ wonla of fimt iiml }iv all tlmt <lit»y imply* Vmi iMuni't 

ihut (tui aiiou'.!;ly» SimMMi'ly* If. H. H 

IfoN. John Siri;aMAN\ 

(UiiA'MUUs, (1., I'Vlauury It). l'S77. 

i\I\' 1 )i:ak Siu: If llm iKHUo tif tlio ntnti'Hl iw iji niir rav*ir I mIihII Uiuil 
lo ana yoii at uiM’o if it m at all prarliralili'. V'H uiint Maiia- 

Ki'M)' I <»au fiii’nt y«»H (Imrn nr Imn* m* possilily al a jMiinl laisl nf 

.‘^ijinnrrly, lu Ur IIa\i.*.. 

Jl(JN, .InllN SnilllMANr 

(SiM MIU'H, C)., Ut. 

M v ])KAlt Siu: 'rjiiMimrti I {hinli i^t ii i)tn ttaun ililliiMilt i( fur* 

nm (n ^ot roiuly In niiiia hi WaMhin^ylnu lirfnin NN’rilnrMlay ur 'rinn'^lny nf 
la^xl wiH'k. 1 lUUnt iix ulTtiu>« ul Kvanaml, uial vuum»t l>«7;in it I Ivin^sv 

th(» rnsliU. Wliy I'uu't friomlH ln» hi'IU m* mmn Iirm? 

It Htawim to inn |i)Hi{inr mnv In Hiy tliat I ulti nxlnnintly iln^iitani iltal ym 
Eilionld tal(t> llm Inamiiry ilnparhinml. A^a<li« finiu my onvh |inr«nmil innfar 
nimOi (lu«rn am many ami nnjitmllini;; ma^niiH why t alintihl in^k ynu fn iln 
tliia* It will HiiliMfy frinmlN limn in ( >hin. I umlnifilaml (lovnrnnr Mnilnii 
luul nur frimalH in \\^mtnii^(lnii likn il. Tim I'lmith s will appruvii li. Ymi 
uvo liy ull ovUIh tlm Im^l UUml for ll of luiy nuui in iht* naihm. \^nvv rn^i^tnuhon 
from (hn S<maiii will Im u /i^riait Io^m In that Imilv. Iml i( will raoMt* in» ^tMinna 
(liaHmihinna or (lillimilly in Ohio. I hi not nay nn until I lia\n hiul u fiill ron^ 
fm'onon with you. 'rimm ia no maanji why you mIioiiM imi viaji t Mnn an 
Ho<in iiK ytin run hit H|iunMl from Wimliin^tnn. Of roiiix* llm |iu1i)io will 
know of oiir nirnlinji(, Uul limy will km p;nililhHl f<i luuov il. No po^tihlii 
liiirm run oonm of it. I hIiouM Inivo hunt all lltiM Imfom. Iml 1 tliil not want 
in otuliavmaa y<iu in yniir untiou mi ihn pivakhMitial ijimHlhin. 

Himmmly, If. U, IIaun, 

lluK. John Hiikuman, 

(IVlo^ram.) (kir.n.Mnt>, ()., Krhmin v W, 1^77. 

lloN. John Siikuman. 

1 will hn ^nailly cilili^ial if ymi ran <*iimn lo ('oliimlm^. Iml will jui’ot 
you at ZanoHvillo if y<m ihiiili it iiii|ior(ait(r If, U. IIau^*. 

(hn.ifM ni a, O,* Koliniary tr*S, ISVi. 

Hon. John Hincu.VAN, 7VaM|iiti^f|oM» I). (k 

Dkau Hilt: ( fuvornor Iliiyt'Hwill Im ohli^o'il (o ynii if vmi will Im html 
ononf,(lt (oHpoiik lo Mr. ICyarln widi ri*h|aM*t lo Iun ina^rplaimn of tho |i|iM*n in 
tlio rahiunt mfrrml to in dm iniiwvinw willi you wmkr U wim llm 
f^mvornor’rt inhmiioii h» makit (IiIh nM|iirMt at dial tinm. and In^ min ha\n 
doMO H0| Imt Hot Imin^ <|iii(o nnm iif dm fimi, ih’^irrH imt |i» writo v<im widi 
roforonuo lo it. yoiim ynry mHjirrlfnllyi 

K. lioilKjtH, Si«rr4*lar\. 
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President Hayes frequently, in personal conversation and 
in writing, liad expressed a strong desire that I sliould become 
his Secretary of the Treasury. 1 wiis disinclined to accept this 
position, as I was content to serve my constituents in the Sen- 
ate. It was not until after his urgent request in his letter of 
February H), 1877, that I seriously considered his desire that I 
should accept that oflico. 1 wont to Columbus to ascertsiin the 
views of the legislature, and whether there would bo any diffi- 
culty in selecting a Republican to my place in the Senate. 
Having found that there would not be, I, Avith reluctance, 
u(5coptcd his offer. Stanley Matf.hows Avas elected on the 2lst 
of Marcli to servo out iny unexpired term, Avhich ended on the 
fil'd of Marc.h, 1871). 

President Hayes arrived in Washing! on a few da.ys l)oforo 
the 4th of Alarch and Avas iny guest until ho Avas inaugurated 
as ]’ro.sidont. The 4tli day of March Avas on Sunday, and to 
avoid any question about an interregnum, ho was sworn into 
office on that day, but took the formal oath on the next day, the 
0th of March, and made his inaugural address. He nominated 
the moinhora of his cabinet to the Senate and they Avero 
promptly confii'ined. 

I received many lettoi's of congratulation and encourage- 
ment in assuming the duties of Secretary of Uio Treasury, two 
of Avliicli I insert: 


Nu%v Youk, MnnJi ft, 1877. 

My Dkau Mu. Sukuman : — Allow mo to congiatnlato you on liaving 
boon soloclod by I’rosidonl llayos to adminialor tlio financial alTaire of tlio 
niilion. 

T (Inoni it/ ii liiippy anbury tlaiL llio Prcskloiit's olioico of membora of ]\\h 
oiibinot ImH fallon upon inoii wlio laivn inado ihoir luark as statesmen, and 
wIioHo advonl to poNSWwill, I fool eonvineed, iniuigumto an era of prosperity 
for our oountr3\ 

With yoursolf at tlio I lead of Uie tronsmy departinoni, tliero is no fear of 
jmblio orodit boin^sluikon and ooinnieroial intorosts impo*"lod b^^ orndo and 
exporiinoiilal logislalion. 

Willi ^real resjieol, J rnniain, my dear Mr, Biiermun, 

Vt^ry truly your friond, 

Cyuus W. FikT/ 1). 

John SiUiUMAN, Washington. 


hk jhiin ^siikk.man. 
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(loimilfaiti (u»iit*ra! nf (lu' (Mn'fi'il for (tHMi( Miituin atnl ln<luiii}, I 

1/pNiM.N, K. (?., Maivh Mi. iSTf. \ 

'j'liK (foN. John Siikum.vn. SranHiHy of tiu' 'rn*uMii \. 

Mv Dhau vSiu: Wlirn I Iny^in lo writo to \nH, I am ri*miiiil«M) nf wlial 
(nHirnil Slioniuin aaal» in my iuMirin^!^. lo (loiHTal (naiiM iifuM’ liin Imior wim 
iiiiido (ftmonil in (Jiiid; *l nninot roiH^iatulalo \oii; lln* if'sjitiiiHiliilit v 
liat givulJ VuH lmvt» t’ortaiiily io tUo nio^l ilillirult po^i jn tin* 

^nvornuH'iilt cJiit' in wlupsi' aiicn*Hsrul ailmtnnHialiiHt AiiuMiraiiM uliioiMl fiM*! 
an i'K|aHnal intnri'slf for no i|i’|iar(ininil in ninrn lanl (o foiin^oiiMs lu* 

liinrn liy (hniii. 

U nmy not lap \nt!<atiHraiHiii'y (n ymi lo Know ilial AniiMiran*^^ iiolli 
lon;i|' (Injuii'ilt'tl linro and llioso in liaiiNil ii|i|iland t)ii« ii]i|>o|nhnf«iil i»f iln* 
now Oliint of flio Tn'aMiiry. 

I |f> cilViH’ iny )m*.h| wialn*^ ainl ladii’f lIuM ilio lojoiiaiiMn )io 
alriMnly ludnnvml in Um Smutit will li»* inriraHnl in (In* i aliiinM ; himI in 
)i(Mv' ^lad I \raN iKnl llin nnanimilrof Ida lah' foifffM'ton alutuod iKat iKr^ 

Wivrn of (li(» hiuni^ miial. 

M'illi rv.HjuMH, I am, my pK^ar .►Jr, 

Vriy failldnlly >onra, 


Ai*am Mmhm . 












CHAPTEU XXIX. 

I Begin My Duties as Seoretaey op the Treasury. 

Lcgialative Training of Groat Adviiutago to Mo in My New Position — Loan Contninb 
in PorcG When T H^ook the l*ortfoIio — Appointment of Churlea P. Connnt as 
Funding Agent of tlio Treasury Dopartinejit in London — Hedeeining Culled 
noiida— Sale of Four Pm* Cent. Ponds Inatcatl of Four and a 
Half Per Cents. — Popularity of tlio Now Loan— Great Sav- 
ing in Interest — On a Tour of Inspection Along the Northern 
Atlantic Coast— Value of Tnfonnation Heccived on This 
Trip — Effect of the Palfimoro and Pittsburg Hail- 
ixnul Strikes in J877 Upon Onr Public Credit. 

W HEN T iis.su nictl tlio olOco of Secretary of tlie Treas- 
ury I luid tlio advantage of some of my predeces- 
sors in that J was acquainted with the organization 
and duties of the treasury department. Ever since 
1859 my connection with the committee of ways and means in 
the House and with the committee on Finance in tho Senate had 
brought me into official relations with tlio head of that depart- 
mout. This Icgislativo training gave me a full Icnowledge of 
the several laws that were to be executed in relation to public 
revenue, to all forms of taxation, to coinage and currency, and 
to tho public debt. Tlie entire system of national finance then 
existing grow out of the Civil War, and I had participated in 
tho passage of all the laws relating to this subject. My inti- 
mate association with Secretaries Chase, Fessenden and Mc- 
Culloch, and my friendly relations with Secretaries BoutwoU 
and Richardson, led me, as cliairman of tlio Senate committee 
on finance, to have free and confidential intercourse with them 
as to legislation affecting the treasury. Secretary Bristow had 
not had the benefit of experience either in Congress or the 
department. He was a good lawyer and an able man. Ho 
doubted whether resumption would be effective without a grad- 
ual retirement of United States notes, a measure that Congress 
would not agree to. Congro.ss repealed even tho limited re- 
tirement of such uoto.s provided for by the resumption act. 

(605) 
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Hocrolary Mori-ill, of Mtiitu'. my immc»liult< pri'ili'ci'.ssnr. wii.s in 
hoiivty "'ifh Ihc [Miliry i>r Coii^'n'SH, (tf svliii'li lit* Imil 

boon a iinoful Somifdi', ami Iml. for liLs failinjj: lu'iillh svimld 
liavo boon an ('llicioni. socndai’)*. U[Min my a.sstiniiiif' llu' 
dutios of soovolai'y. and fiiratimi' linn' iK'fnvo. lu' laid lu'on nm- 
(1 nod by illmiSH in Ida Imli^in^'a in Wnaliinj^ltm. 'I’lio (ri'aanry 
dopaiinionl. was (lam W('ll oi-^'ani/od. Moal of llio |ii‘inci|inl 
ollicoia liad boon Imin in llio aorvici'. llnl. fow l•ban^'l>s \vi>ro 
nnido by I’rosidonl. llayos nr by myaotr, ami only as vaoam'ii'a 
occniTod or as inc.omja'lom'.y was {IcmionMiralod. Tin' bdlow* 
ingloan oonlnic.t was in foroo al- tin* boftinniiiK of my ndmiida- 
tration of tlio LnaisnVy niont. : 

“'I’liiH njrnu'na'uf. iuOi (IiIh lildi diij of in dm v<'ur nf 

(Uir liool, 18711, Imlw'i'i'ii llm Si'i’ii'tiirv "f lli<* y "f tin* Ibiiti'il Siuii'n 

tif Anic'Hyu, <)f dm llrHl mul Momxix. Anaiixi ,S; ('•<., I'f N’i>\v 

York, in of Mi'hhi'h. N. M. lindiMi'liilil Snii», nf l.iiiiiloii, I'liijL'Iiimli 

1111(1 iiBKociiifi'H, iind Mcxhi-h. ,). fc W'. Sclij'imm {*n., of Niov Vurli, fur 

tli('li\si)lv('H iiiut iiMHiu'iaii'M, iitid .Mcx'.im. Dicm'I, Mi<r^iiii lit'lmlf nf 

NfcHHi'H, ,1. S, Mnr^iui Sc (lo., of liOtnloii, l')iad'‘*'<l, kikI .SfiO'^rx, Mi<rliih, nii,<x 
ft do., of Ni"v York, vi*|>r(‘wutia^' dm Kiixt N'mioniil MitoK of elm oity of 
Now York, tin* Aiiiorionii KM’liiiUjiO' Niidonid llunk of Ni>w \‘ork. llo* .\|i>r 
oIiuiiIb’ Niilioiml Hunk of Now Vork, llm 'I’liird Niilloiiiil IliiKk of Now Vork, 
M(*i(srfl. Niiliii, 1 ,01*1) ft (!«„ of Now Vork, dto Hunk of Now N'ork Nitiionnl 
]kiiikin|r AxHooknioii, imd Moxhiw. , Morton, Uimo Cn., of l.oiitli>ii, mikI tlioiii- 
HolvoH, of dm H(*<ainil |iurl : 

'< WiliioHHodi, Tlmt do'Hniil MoitHrH. Aii^uhI iloliiioiilft t‘o., of Now Vork. 
on liolnilf of N. SI, IfodiMofiikl ft<‘^otiMnint iixmiioIuIon, |i,<roli\' itj^roo to 

iniroliiiHO frojii dm SimroOiry of Dm Tri*imiiry hi^loon iiiillion llvo liiiiiilriMl 
lliouHaud dollurfl ($1(1,5110,01)0) of (In* tbiilenl SoiIom IiooiIh kimwo mh dm 
four (uul a liidf )H*r c*oji(. tiiOflod lono of IHtM, ix*nii,,| uinltir do* iu*Im i»f 
.Inly l‘l, 1870, ntul .liiiMiiiry liO, 1871; nod lliiil ,\IohxrB. .1. ,V \V. SoliKinan ,k 
('ll., for tiioiiiHolvi'H luiil dmir iiHHin'iuli'H, lioroliy i(j.'roo to juirolimm front dn* 
Hnorotary of dm TroiiHiiry hIx million kovoii loinilrcil nml lifly ilniiixHinl dob 
Ifirfl ($11,750, 000) of tlio IioiiiIh lll•rltilllmforo <tl•Hl 1 rilmd; iiml tlnil .Mohxrw. 
Droxol, Morj^nii ft Co., on Imimlf of Mohmik. .J. H. .Mor^'ini Co., of l.niidoii, 
}i#ti|^liin(l| Imroliy ii^ron to |inri*lninii from (In* Si'(*r,*lnrv <*f llm 'I'ri'imurv xix 
million fiovon liundri*il mid Itfly dmunund dolliim ($(1.7'ri(MKHI) of elm Imndn 
Iwroinln'foro di'Horilmd; and dial .Mcanni. ,Morlni,, |j|iNH .v Ci,„ <,f ,S',.w Vork, 
rojiioEnMitnii^ llm I'lnit Nitluinid Hank of llu* oily of Now \*orl(, to iki* oxiont 
of four million <killurM($ I, (KIO, 000); dm Anmiii-an l•;x.•lmn^.. Nalional Mank 
of Now York, In Dm axloiil of oim million and llfiy dmimand dolInrH ($f.- 
050,000); dm MorolmntH’ Nalional Hank of Now V«'irk, lo dm oxloiil of aix 
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liunclrocl tliousand dollars (S(i00,000); tlm Third National Bank of tho city 
of New York, to the extent of seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
(§750,000); Messrs, Kuhn, Loeb & Co., of New York, to the extent of one 
million and fifty thousand dollars (§1,050,000); tho Bank of New York 
National Banking Association, to t)ie extent of three hundred thousand dol- 
lars (§300,000); Messrs. Afortoii, Rose & Co., of London, to the extent of 
one million one hundred and twonty-fivo thousand dollars (§1,125,000), and 
Messrs. Morton, Bliss & Co,, of New York, to tlie extent of one million one 
hundrod and twonty-fivo Ihouyjiiul dollars (§1,125,000), hereby agree, to the 
extent severally for each as above stated, to puroliaso from tlio Secretary of 
tho Treasury ton million dollam (§10,000,000) in the aggregate of the bonds 
heroin be fore dosoribed, making a total aggregate of forty million dollars 
(§40,000,000), upon tho terms aiul conditioiiB following, to wit; 

** First. Of the said aggrogato amount, not less tlian ttm million dollars 
(§10,000,000) are hereby subscribed for, tho subscription to take olTect on 
tho 1st day uf Septomber, 1870, and the rcMiiaiuing amount, namely, tliirty 
million dollars (§30,000,000), inuy bo divided at tlie pleasure of the parties of 
tho second part into several successive subscriptions of not loss tluin five mil- 
lion dollars (§5,000,000) each, to be made prior in tho 4th day of March, 1877» 

“Socoml. Tho ])arties of the second part shall have tho exclusive right 
to sul)scribe, in tlio same i)roportion to each of tho subscribers, for the re- 
maindor, namely, two hundrod and sixty million dollars (§200,000,000), or 
any ])ortion of said loan authorized to be issued by tlie acts of Congress 
aforesaid, by giving notice thereof to tlio Secretary of the Treasury on or 
before tho 30th clay of Juno, 1.877; but tlie part}' of the first part reserves 
tho right to terminate this contract at any time after .March 4, 1877, by giv- 
ing ton days' notice thereof to tho ])arties of tlie second part. 

“Third. 'I'liat tho Socrofary of tho Treasury shall, when subscri[>tions 
are made by the said parties of the second part, issue calls with even date 
with said subscriptions for tlie redemption of an e(|uivalent amount of six per 
cent. 5-20 bonds of the United Slates, as provided by said act of July 
J4, 1870. 

Fourth. The parties of tlio second part agree to pay for said four and a 
lialf per cent, bonds par and interest accrued to tho dale of application for de- 
livery of said bonds, in gold coin, matured United States gold coin coupons, 
or any of the six per coni. 5-20 bonds called for redemption, or in United 
Slates gold certificates of deposit issued under the act of March 3, 1803, with 
tlio understanding that paymont to the extent of tho amount of any call aliull 
bo miulo within tlie time during wliicli such call shall mature: l-^rovidcdt 
That, if the parties of tho sc^cond ])urt shall elect so to do, they may have 
the privilege of making any oi said subscriptions payable specifically 
in uncalled six per eoul. bonds of the United States, in which case 

tho Secretary of the Treasury' may, to tho extent of such payments, omit 
tho calls montionod in condition No. 3. 

“Fifth. Tho parties of tlio second ]iart shall receive in coin a com- 
mission of onc-iialf of one per coni, on all btmds tuk(Mi by them, as allowed 
by tlio act of .Inly 14, 1870, and sliall assume and defray all expenses which 
may bo inourrod in sending bonds to London upon their re^piest, or by 
5.-40 
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tnitisiniilhi^ IhhuIHj lunipons <ir i‘niii rmiii lliiMn <n thi^ In^jiHiuy 

niont at AVaHliin|:(tuii, all rnsl uf iiiiikiii^( rM-luiii^ri' (if IkhhIh, nud 

almil iiIho bo oinu'^^tal \vi(b tin' [>nmiiru(iiin iiiui iVuiinj; uf dii« boniN. 

“Sixlb. No l>on(ln wliall bi^ d(»Iivi*n'(l to tin' piirticM uf llir hi'cnml jaui, 
or niilior of tb<nn, until puymoiiL htmll luivo bi'cii miult' in full Uinornr in 
aooorflunoo with lint iurniH of (liia oonlnn*!. 

‘*Sovonlli. During llio oniiiimiiuiro of IIiIh rontnnU any ^uIoh of IioimIh 
ordortjd by llio SoiUiUury t»r llm 'rn‘Hj<iiry» by tiiitlioiily of law* (»\ri»|(i iboMo 
that it may bmumu^ m‘ 0 (»Hsiiry to H(dt to puy jud^iiHMits of tlm Court of Coin- 
Hii8Hionorff of Alabama Claimwt aliall In* uimb* fliroicf'li tln» parfh'.H of tho mmi* 
ond ]mrl) who ahull bo ullinvml ilionani a rouiiiitKsion of tnii* pnr nnit. In 
^old coin* And it Ik provldod that tin* aiiioiint of boinlK ho ortlonMl almll 
nut oxuond in tho $^r)»(KHh(ltK), iiidoHa by iiinhm) a|;r(Mnninil of 

tho }uu'tio». 

Ltrv iM. Mointii i-* 

Soorntaiy of tin* 'rrniiHtiry, 

Al'n, IbJ.MONr A Co., 

On bolmlf of N* M. UornKrtui.n iV So^H, l.omlnii. 

J. ijc W* Kiu.ioman i\, Co., 

On bolmlf of Si-MOMAW Mnojin.im. 

I )ui:m:!., AfoiMJAN iV: Co., 

On bolmlf of .1. S. Mouoan (*o., of Lomlon, 
Mokton, tb.iss iV: ( 

Kor llioinmdvoH mid ahHOi-iutoH, in« jiaJUiMl abo^s'' 

Uy itn iovms llui ronl iact provitliHl fiiv (lio suIimiT S Id.tHlU,. 
000, four luul a liall' iior (uiul.. IkuhIm (»r |.1 h» l'iiil(Ml SI ales ii,i> 
pur ill gold c-oi II. Till) (•(Uil.mc.lorH had llin j'xclimivd riglil In 
8ul)Ho,riho rnrall nr any imvliou nf I.Ih' n'liiaitidt'r oT llin fniir 
and a halt por c.onl.. ItninK ainnnnUng In S*jriCi,UO(),(Hlll, Thn 
rigid, In tortninalo IliiH cnnlriK-l. al, any limn utlni' iMiirch -I, 
1877, afl.or ton dayu’ noMco, wim rn.snrvnt| hy Urn I’nilnd SIiiIph. 
T)io pronood.s of I lin hnnd.s Hold wnrn to hn npidh'd wilnly In (Im 
payinoni, {)[ I, ho nix por cmd:. ri.yii Imndn of Urn llnilml SliilnH. 
No provision \va.s nnulo in this conlnict for Urn m-rninnlnl ion 
of coin for tho redumption of (hiilisl Sliil«>s nnins. 'I'hn )»nien.MM 
of rofunding under it progros.so(l .sinwiy. 

I folt it to 1)0 imporliint that I Khonhl Ini-S'i' snnm piM'snnnl 
ropvo.sentativo in London, it) pimlnct Mm iidnrn.sls nf llm Uniled 
States in tlio execution of this c.nnlriiet, iind, Ihernfint’, on I ho 
81.st of March, 1877, T. appointed ('harh's I*', ('ti))))))|, dh ll)r) 
funding agent of tho troiisury dnpaitn„.,d. ami dhveletl him 
to assumo tho gcmoral manngenmnt und .supiu-visinn nf all 
business in London, aiising from tho funding of hnnds. A 
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lottor of instructions prescribing liis duties was given liiui. 

110 was directed to pursue the saiiio geuGval plan uiuler wliich 
former iiogotiations had been conducted, except as modifiod 
by those instructions, which w'ero based \ipou the contract 
before mentioned. All bonds, money, or coupons received 
by him wore to bo securoly kept in safes, iurni.shed by tho 
dopartnioiit for that purpose, to bo deposited in the vaults 
of Oho Messrs. Uothscliild. Combination locks were provided 
tor each safe, and no safe could be unlocked except by 
throe ijorsous on distinct combinations, each porson using 
a coiuhiuation unknown to the others. Ho was to keep mo 
fully advised of the course of tho market, of the price not 
only of American socnritics, but of foreign soenvitios, and was 
to rocoivo tho now lunids and deliver them to the Uot.liscliilds 
in oxchiinge for tho bond.s redeemed. Ho proved to bo a very 
comimtont and faitliful agent, and fiirni.shod nio important 
limiucial information, which aided mo greatly in refunding 
oporatiun.s, llis compensation and alloAvaiices, as well as 
bho.so of all porsoius sent to London i)i connection with tho re- 
funding of tho public debt, wore paid by tho syndicate, so 
l.hat no expense whatever was inenrred by tho treasury on 
thi.s acjcuuut, 

1 gave tho following notice to tho parties to this contract 
that i would, on tho part of tho United States, tormimite it. 

'I’UliARUllV l^lU’AimiHNT, 1 

W,vfiiii.\fiTON, D. 0., April 0, 1877. f 

GiiNTi.AiMUS ; — I voco'voU your fhondly cnhlc mesBugo of tU« 10th 
ultimo, ninl rotnrn my lliiiiilfH mid luiarly good wiHlios. 

1 itm vory BoUoitous to jinmutto tho funding of our .six por ooiil, bonds as 
I'upidly ns prnotioidjio, mid fool indohlod to you for tho aid you liiivo givoii 
in pluoing llio four mid ii half por uoiit. bonds. 

I projKiHo no otiaiigo nt pivsnnt ; but it is my dosiro, if piuotieablo, to 
willulniw ilio four and n half por cont. bonds from Ibo itiiiricol mid Hubstilnlo 

111 Ihoir jilaoo tho four poronnl. bonds nulliorizod liy Ibn funding act. 

Tlioso bond.s, ns yon know, nro a vory dosiniblo iiivoslmoiit, running 
thirty yoars from tho dalo of i.Msiio, with ovory guard and soourity lliut has 
boon given to any bond of the Unilod Slalos, mid wo think us safe and 
di'sirniilo ns flio .soonrilios of any ollior nation. It is |)rol)nbly tho bond into 
whloli all (lio debt of tho Unilod Sliitos will in tiiiio bo ooiivorlutl. I bojio 
yon and your nssooiatos will bo iiblo to ongngo with lUQ to plnoo this bond oii 
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tiu* inarki'i will'll not) (»f tim ftair ami a half jior riMiU ImmiiIh havn 

hnon jinlil. 

Tlin puhlio poliny uf (lin Ihihnl Slati'x fn paviiMMits nti c»r 

hhforo llio Ihlnf Jaioiury, 1^711, ia fully fMlaljlisliml liy lln' law ainl l»y 
lio o|»iniou. Il nmy iio llml llio Hiir[ihis will Im Miillii'init to anahli* 

nm In trarry nut lliin |inlinv wllliniit llin ^a|l‘ nf IjhimIh, I idii atillinn/ril liy 
llu) iVHiiiiiplinn lu'i In kiOI Ilvi‘, fmir anil a lmlf» nr hiur piM' nail. linmlK Ut 
prnpuiv for ruHiiiiiplinii, ami it may hr ilrMinihlr In aril Hinm^rli (hii Hymlinilrt 
inulor lliiil anl, Il Hmili'il aiiinniil nf hmiilMt imt I Impr, ^tHkOhO, 

11(10 u yrar, 1 iln iml wish in llm rxmiliini of linn ihity to iliKhiih ihr r\' 
ulmnnii.s hrlwri'U khimpr and lliia munlry* Kor iIiIh pnrpnMr I driiir In 
Htdl only ihn fniir prr mil. Imnila, and luml nrll iil par in rnin. InU nnild 
roiirivrin paynirnl rnin rntipniiK malni in}.;' within a liinilrd tiinr. I iinitr 
frmn yim ainl ynnr aHHm*julra Mirli hn;,f;i»;i‘s(innn and olTriHaH ^mi may think 
pvnpnr to inakn (nr llin purrlntH* of mirii Imiida. 

'ninnprratiniiH (if llir Hyndiriilr liavi' hmnnr an impnilant (hat I hiur 
(hiiMiU’il iljirnpi'r In irik Mr, Charlna V\ (^miin!, lain AK^itiiant Srmrlary of 
ihn TnaiHUry, tn hdo' I’lmr/^r nf ihn liUHinr^M in l,ondiiii in roiiiirrlinn wiili (lir 
^rnllriiinri idnaidy flinr. Hr ia wrll inforinnl as to on r laNva, ami I Inmt 
Ilia m'l'viriss may lir nf iidviin(iit(r (n (hr ^ovrrnniriit and a^jnsMihlr (n yon. 

I will ^ivr luy prmniuil iiMrnlinn In thia limdiir's, and will rrrriMi with 
jdi'iisurn any Hnr’^'*rslinnM frnm yon flint will |iioniolr nnr niimiion olijiTl, 
\'rry Indy, douN Sin uman, SriMidary. 

Mi'Ikhhk. N, M, Ihrritha iin.n iV Sonh, Lonilotn I'ln^hind* 

I v('c.(ov(wl lint fdlltnving lollio*: 

Ni w Voua, April Hi, Ih77. 

llnK, •IniiN SiintiMAN'i Snrrrlary of thi* d'lraMiiry, Washiu^pnn. 

My Ih-AU Siu: I had an inlnvirw with ,Mi‘f-siN. HrrMd, Mori^niii iS: 
Hr., and mnvryrd In (hriii ymir wialirH rrspi'i'tin^^ liiiiifiii^i' flir hOp' of llir 
fniir and a Imlf and taking ihr four prr mit. hmid in haiiil with thr «‘ir 
i^[ainilinn nf ihn Mnnsra, Wnlhai hilil. 

I (old Mr. Drrxid (hat yon wmild In' happy to him* Inin and Mr. 1.. ]\ 
Mnrtnii in AViiMlun;j5'lnn, whmirxrr I'onvrnii'iil for lhj*in ijiid ihni on rr- 

OL'ipt hy ynit of fiivondih' udvirrH fioin Mr. (*onant aftrr hia arrival in l,ori> 
dnii, yon drsirisl ilmi Hri'Xid, Morion and I ahiadd mpair to WaHhiri^loii, in 
Ooiupuny \vj(li ollirr h’udni^ nirinhri'H tpf thr aynilit*iitr, with a virw of rnli'f’ 
in^ into a conlrart wilh thr ^o\’rrnjnrjif, in I'onforniif t* with yonr as ry- 

piTfiHial tn or prrliaps with aninr nH^ht niodiflratinns, wliirli, If mij.f|^rhlisl 
liy llin liOndon prnpiri flimn^lt Mr. Ihiniuif, ynii may di'inn proprr to adopt. 

I aliall Hi'o Mr. i^Inrlnn in flir mnraii of tliin ilay, ami havn no ihmht hnt 
lliiit Iir^ iiH Wall iiM i)rrjft») imd jnyhPrlf, will Jm liappy |/p aid you in ralfpin^ 
f ho 0) adit nf nnr (minniun fonnlry, and iiasiMi thr Hronidml and \im in (IiIh 
piUridtio work, 1 romain, duar Mr, wrurrliiry, yoiim, vrry faitlifnlly. 

JoM, SkmumaNi 


inillidii four and a liiilf j>er a^wL ])oik]h at par in coin for ivsiiinptioii pur- 
]inaos. A furlluM* Jio^otialiun is poiulin^- as to tlio ron(^^Yal and inodification 
of llio contnu-i, of which 1 will ^ivo you duo notice whon coiii)»h}toch In 
tlio luoaiUiiiio 1 wish to koop slondily in viow (lu^ sale of (ho halai^ce of two 
liundrod nilllion four aiul a half ])cr coni, honds, uiid, if possible^ I wish 
to iJiuki> tlu> lUMa'Ssary culls durin/^ this Jiioiilh and next. 

You can assiiro Messrs. Holliscljild of every disposition o;i lJu) part of 
tlui f^ovornnuud to iiietd ilioir views, aud lo oxteml the coulrac't. with tlio 
lusonsHury nuaUIlcatious. Tiieir olTorls in luainluiiiiuo- iho credit of tlio boiuls 
and socuriu^p lliis result will bo hi^ddy u])]ucciH(ed. 

I wouhl like to liavi' you wriU^ me at least twice a week ns fully as 
practicable. Vmy truly, John SiiKii.^rAN. 

Mu, OojVAN’r, J.ondijii, 

An tlio proooss of rcilooining oallccl bonds I'oquivod u notice 
of ninety clays, I postixniod tlio tonnination of tbo existing con- 
tract until after Unit period. My purpose in tonniuating tlio 
coiiti’aot was to substitute for sale tbo four ])cr c.ont. bonds of tbo 
United iStates instead of the four and a half per cent bonds. I 
boUovecl tliat the advancing credit of the United 8tato.s would 
justify this rocluctioii of tbo rate of iuteicst. Anotlior reason 
for tliis stop was that, in addition to refunding at a lower rate 
of iniorost, I wisbod to conniionco preparation for the rosnuip' 
tion oC specie iiayinonts on .lanuary 1, 1879, acicording to law. 
Thi.s could only lie done iiy tlio sale of bonds for gold coin. 
I rosorvod tlio roinaindcr of tlio four and a half boials, anioiint' 
iug to 1$ 100,000, 000, autborized by tlio refunding act, for re- 
sumption purposes in case the four per cent, imnds could not 
1)0 sold at par in coin. 

Another reason for a elumge in tbo existing contract was 
that it gave to llio syndicate a monopoly in the sale of bonds 
wbilo T wisbod to sell tbo lionets directly lo tbo pcoido. 'I’he 
now contract was as follows: 

“Tills ngn'c'tni'iil, (•itlon'il iiilo tins PlIi iliiy cif .Tniu>, 1S77, boUvoon flio 
MiM'niliU'V of it*' ’I’ri'iisiiry of (Ik? Unlli’il SluCi's, of tin" lirsi )mi'l, iiiul Mi'ssis. 
August ISi'liiiDiil Kfi ('ll., of Xi'w ^'orlc, on ln'liiilf of .\li-ssrs. i\'. M. .({ofliscliild 
Si Sons, of I.oikIoii, liiiglinul, nii<l ussoniiilos and Uiouisolvos ; Messrs. Droxol, 
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(»r N<n\v Ymki tni hrluilf nf Mi‘>*srH, d. S, Mur^rnn i»f 

JiUlidon, iukI lIu'iiisi'lvi'H ; ,L \\\ Sidi^inun iVrw 

on hi'lmir of MossifA. Soli^nnni limlluMM, nf lunl (iM’iiiHidvi'x ; Mohsth, 

iMtirloin Uliss iV: (N>., <if Ni'W Vork,oii l>rluilf of Mmltni, litino Ac Cii,, 

of Iiomloti, juhI llu'MiHolvrM ; ninl llio Kiiv^t iNiilioJuil Hauk of llio oltj of 
Now York 

WilnosHoili ; M’laii llit> Hiikl iMoHniK. Hohiuml Ac (* 0 ,* on liohulf of 

N. M. KolliK'lntcl k SoiiH, (ital a’^MH'iah*s anil itii'iUHolvi'H^ liiMoljy 
lo [HiroliHHo fi‘oJn ilm Si'i'iotury of tlio 'rn’iiMiny PJ.rtHn \t{ i|,n 

boiidn Icnown hh llio four pnr foiil, *'niiKol» of [\ii\ nnih‘i| Staloa, ninlor 

llio aolH of July 11, IH7(), .lunuury tJM, 1M7I, 11 ml Jitinnu y I I, I.S7rn 111 1 < I ihat 
Mowrs. Droxnl, k I'omOU liolmlf of Mi*shix*J,S. Mtnifan Ac Co., 

ami flaniiHidvi'H, ii^rri' ti» pinrluiHo $ of hajtl 1ainitH,aiiil llmf Moshth. 

•I. & \Y. K(^li/^llmn Ac on boliulf of MraniH. StOi^iniin Ibtitlnnx, luiii llmm* 
tiolvoH, u^ron In ]nuvlmKo $ of hiihI homls, iiml llial Mtnton, MHmk 
& Co,, on bolmit <^r iMohsi-h. Morion, K«»ho Ac Co,, loal iIomiihoIvos, ii^rjnn (,, 
]HiroliaH(^ $ l,()(l!j,r)00 i)r Huid bomlN, iiml llnil llm k'lDit Nnlional Ikink of flm 
oily of Ni^w York In |uiri*)iaso StJ,rjiH),l)(Hl of Mtiil IioimIh, nijikih^r 

ioliil iipf^n^oain nf 0(11), 00(1 of hiiiil iMimlh, on llio Iimjiim aiitl oi»nili(ioiiH 

f<»llowin|r : 

Kiml, Of flio Kuid upr|^^ri'^nilo iiiiiounl iiol inoro (Inoi $ri,000,()00 hluill in* 
Bold for n^Mmn|ilion piiihosi^M, (Im rmiminiiip^ $'JO,000,(H)0 to ini f,,)« 

fnmliii^^ jmrjioMo.M, ami Hulisoribnl for by ilin |MirlioH of tln^ hproml |iaiL ilnr- 
in^ tlm iiuHitlm of .Inly ami An/j^iml, 18^/7, 

Snyoml 77)0 |jarfn‘M of 0)o HooomI pari ahall Imvo Om oxrlio«ivo n/:(l0 lo 
BuljBorilin in tlun Hinno proportion lo nmli of llii« Hulaioriliorn, for tlm 
niniiulor of llm four fn'r (»ont. i’oiihoIh of Om llnitoil Slnlrn, f»r any pm (ion of 
Biu(l ooiihoIh imlliori/.iul to Im iHHiiad by lla^ arm of Coij^pi^fis afoi oHiiltl, by 
^nvin^r nolira (lunvof in ibn Sroroliiry of llm 'rnaimiry on or in»fnif' llm iUI|)i 
(lay of Jiino, I 87 S 5 but tlai party of llm Ural part rram voM llm rip[lil (o lor» 
miimto lliiH aoiiinml at any tiimi Jiflor llm lllat day i>f Dmanlior, 1^77, by 

iim diiyH’ notion Omrrof to tlm niirlirK of llm hi ml pjirl, 

71iird, riiiit tlio Srt’iidury of tlm IViamnry hbull iiol Hidl for rrHuiiijilimi 
])nrpc)s<'H nxiHU'din^ fivo niillioim par immlli ifiirin^r (litt ronlimiaimo of iIoh 

(mntrjml, <'X(*o|)t by nnilmd a^ivinimnl of i\us parliim Imralo, aulnmip 

lioim uii) nmdo for ollim* llitui roHimiption pnrpoHoH by tbi^ paitirH of itm mm' 
oiul tko puvly of tin* Ilrat pari aha II laaim riillH of ovini ilalo w illi aiiiil 
an])BoriptionB for tiui n*darri[)flon of an lapial ainoiinl of aix pi^r omb b t!(l 
boiula of tlm IJnilnd Sialoa, mh providi-d for in aiud ind of .Inlv Cl, 1871). 

Fourlli. 7'lm jjarlioK of llm aimond part ai^na' to pay fm* huul four par 
cant, bondn pur and inlt*r(*aL luanumd to (Im ilati^ of iijipliaalion for didlvary 
of said boiula in ^^old coin, imilnrial l/nifad SlaU^a ^o|d min ronpona, or any 
of tlm six ]mr (amt. 5*ii() boiida ardlial for riabniiplMtii, or in UiiihMl Siuiaa 
ti;old cmlillaalaH of dapoait inniiad undi*r llm art of Muivb lb I.Sn;{, wiib t||i« 

UminralandiiiLr llmt payrimnt In (Im axlanl of dm any rail aball Im 

amdo within tlm tinm dnrinp: wliioli aimli anil ahull iimlnro: /ViiaoA i//l1ial if 
till) parliOB c>f ilmbLicoiid part aliall alacLao lodo, limy may liava llm privila^a 
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of niukin^ any of said subscriptions payable specifically in uncalled six por 
cunt. 5“20 bonds of the United States, in wliicli case the Secretary of the 
Treasury may, to the extent of sucli payments, omit the calls mentioned in 
condition No. 8. 

Fifth. Tiio parties of tho second part shall receive in coin a conunis.sion 
of onc-ludf of one por cent, on all bonds taken by them, as allowed by the 
a(!t of July 1^1 1870, and shall assuino and defra}' all expenses which may 
bo incurred in sending bonds to I.ondon or elsewhere upon their rotpiost, or 
by traiisiuitlin^^ bunds, coupons, or coin to the treasury department at 
Wasliington, includin^r all cost of niakin^r tlio excliaiige of bonds, and shall 
also ho charged with the cost of llie preparation and issuing of the bonds. 

Sixth. No bonds sliall be delivered to tlie parties of the second part, or 
oilhor of them, until payment shall have been made in full therefor in 
accordance with tlio terms of this contract. 

Sovonlh, During the continuance of this contract any sales of bonds or- 
dered by tlio Scciotary of tlio Treasury, by aulliority of law, sluill bo made 
tlirough tlio parties of the secoud part, who shall bo allowed thereon a com- 
mission similar in amount and subject to llic same deductions as prescribed 
in tlie fifth clause of this contract. 

Eighth. It is also agreed that tlie parties of tho second part shall offer to 
the jieoploof the United States, at paraiid accrued interest in coin, the four per 
cent, registered consols and four por cent, coupon consols of the denomina- 
tions of fifty dollars and one hundred dollars, embraced in this ooritraot, for a 
jioriod of thirty days from tlio public notice of such subscriptions, and in such 
oities and upon such notice as the Secretary of the Treasury may jiroscribo 
prior to tho opening of tho lists, and furtlior, to offer to tho suhsoribors the 
option of paying in installments extending tlirough three months. 

John Siiekmak, 

Secretary of tho Treasury. 

August B^umont A Co., 

On behalf of N. M. Rotuschild & Sons, of London, 
And associates and themselves. 

UUKXKL, MoUGAN & Co., 

On behalf of J. S. Morgan & Co., of London, 

And thomsolvos, 

J. & W. Skligman & Co., 

On behalf of Skligman Brothers and themselves. 

Morton, Buss A Co., 

On bolialf of Morton, Rose, A Co,, of London, 

And tlienisolvos. 

Thk First National Bank 

OK TIIK CITY OF NkW YoRK. 

By H. C. Fahnkstook. 

Witnesses as to all : 

R. 0. MgCoumiok. 

K. J. BaUGOOIv. 

liy this contract the syndicate was to take $25,000,000 of the 
four per cent, bonds at par, or in exchange of six per cent. 5-20 
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bonds. Of this Sinn §6,0011,(1110 in^odd coin was (o Im {mill lo Ibp 
tauisucy for n'snnijition lairiioscs. 'I'lio (‘iKblb scclion was a 
now lU'ovision, and nMinin'd (tio syndicalo (o olfi’r (o llu* imojilo 
of llio Uniloil Slab's, al. jmr and accriictl iulorcsl in min, t In* four 
pov oont. bonds, for a iicriod of Miirly clays, in sncli cilics and 
upon siu'.li nolico as llio Socrclury cd’ llio 'IV(*asnrv nnyiil i>ri>- 


'I'lio rosulli of Ibis conlracl. was ncd. cndy lo .si vc one-half of 
ono poroonl. on (Ito annual inlcrcsl of (bo bonds rcdconn'd, bid. 
i;o so populavizo llio loan Unit wilhin a bric'f jicriod 1 wasaldn 
(.0 toriiiinalo iho conlracl accordinjj: lo il.s lorni.s, and lo sell 
tlio four por <;onl.. bcnids dircol.ly lo iltn pmido al pur. wjiboid a 
coiiiiiiissioii, or Uui aid of a syndicah'. 

1 wroLo Mr. Ooiiant as follows: 

'rUlIAMl'UV llll’.VIUMI.M-. 1 
WAKaiNIIMiN. .\|liv !i|, IS'r,'. I 

IliCAU Afii, C'lmAN'i'* \ (iia* li*n(*i* nf ilu* (iltli ih iSmi.t* Oh 

(lulu inulK'iH hell' liiive I'lmnjfi-il fji.-iilly fur 0 i» lielli'i-. mill I huve ninile Iwn 
uhIIh 1(11' (i'll nillliiiiiH I'uch. 

'I'lu'i'd iw u Hliiiiijf, Meiiilv ileuiiiiiil f..r dur )i„i„1h, mul I Imvi- a.nv i,i, 
bill lliii Uvd hiiii(1re(l iiiillioiiH fmii' iiml h IiuIIh wiO lie (•nIiiiiixIi'iI liefcirc (lie 
Ifil Ilf .bily, will'll (liey will be wiihdaovii. ‘I’Iki uf |i|iii‘in^ llie fmir 

pm' (UUil. IidiiiIh, eiiiiiiiieili'iia{ .liily I, (m very f'emi. | Imve I'ltliininei) In tlie 
Hyiidii'iae 11 |ir(i[i(imli<iii in Kiili.Hlmiee rei|i(iri(a( dieiii (n (idie Iweiilv live mil 
liiillH fiiltr lier eeillH. dni'ili^ .liily mid AiikiihI. I.r whii'lt live milli(‘.|iH wiO III. 
Alt' riiwiiniilidii |iiir|iimeM, willi a Mi|iiiliiliiiii llml if ihey take llfiy milliiiiia 
lulllilidlllll jll Se|il('tiilii'r lliul ( li'tiiliel- lliii eiiiilniel will lie exli'lldeil In .lillt' 
uiliy (, IS7M, (Ivii ItliOidllK a mniall In lie Ii|i|>|;ed fnr reMiim|ilii>li |ilit'|iiiHeH. 
Tile mil [ifi>|i(iHe in vary em'iil hilly from ilm |irn|iiiHiliiiit. t Imve mmiber 
offer lllimml us fr.md fmi,, „ll„.r |illllieH, bill I lin|.i. In l■nl|lllille (lii.He Iwn 
oITi'I'h inlti u Itiiidifii'd syndicule, iiiii), if jinsHilile, ivmtvk ihe rifjfla Oi sell 
boiuls III liar, in ciiin „r ri-l’O iumds, In liersmiH vvlm a|.|ilv direelly in 

mil for exeliim^rn, Imwever. (he symli.-ale (|.e |ai|f ...‘.r n.m 

iinsHuiii. We will enimhlerably rediiee liie ecmt nf i|i,. |inml«, I ikinh, (n 
oiio-teiilh of ono per oeiil., sn llml (lieenniriielin^r paiiieM xvill Imve a roimoi- 

nbly fnir conmnsHion. I uni uliemly usmired nf mui.y ,|,„ l,„„dH wlnm 

over (imired, will, .ml the aid of ihe symli.-ale. a., cniemler imself 

Hlroiif^ enoiifrh lo undertake llie ptaeiu^r i|„. j, 

they will mil ufriee lo rcaaoiiable terms. If I ,ati secure ike active, l.eailv 
ooUpeniUou of all (he parties who wish b. e/iir„^re ia selliiif. ( 1 ... bnu.Is, aud 
Uloy Will bo (loiileut. will, u reasoimble pmlli, the npemlinii „f f„udiu« 
go on HO rapidly Dial they otighl t.» be sulislled with llie |.r(.rit Umv will miike 


TIio prospects hero iiro favoniblo for a ^oofl crop in all the states of the 
Mississippi valley, but there will juobably bo a bad crop in California. 

What W 0 must do is push tho loan so that it will be an ostablislied suc^ 


cess before tiio meeting of Congress. If 3 'ou can succeed in inspiring tho 


Itotlischilds to aid this purpose F am sure of succoas. My pro])osition has 
hooii sent to them, and 1 was advised would be answered by telegram about 
this lime ; but by the Inth T hope to Imvo the arrangonionts completed. 

If upon receipt of this letter (here is anything of striking interest afToct- 
ing tlie loan you may cable me. 

All well in tho doparliiient. ^ Fat tors aro going along quietly and 
steadily. Very trul}' 3011 rs, John Siikhman. 

Eon. CitAS. lA Con ant, ]>ondon. 

This loUer lie roceivocl about the time the new contract was 
oxeented. I suhsequoiitly sent liint tlie following cable tG]Ggi‘a2n: 

Wasiti NOTON, tTune 9, 1877. 

Con A NT, London : 

Contract of August 24, 1876, closed now four and a half per cent, bunds 


at $ 200 , 000 , 000 . Now contract twenty- five millions four per cent, bonds 
taken firm. Particulars liy mail, Siii:kman. 


Two days later I received a reply, as follows: 


London, Juno 11, 1877. 


SiiEUMAN, Washington 


Congratulations. Jiothsclnids request mo to say that it js imjiovtant for 


this market that tlie public subscriptions in America for four per cents, .should 


bo a success, and tins will make tlie markol for London. N. M. JFoliisclnld & 


Sons hope Secretary of tho Treasury will advise that bunks subsorihe immodi 


atoly. J. S. Morgan & Co., N. ^F. Uotlisohild & Sons, think subscription should 


bo opened soon, m view of preparing I^ondon inarkot. Con ant 


Thi.s new agreemont gave at once a groat inipetus to the 


new loan in all parts of the United States, as well as in London. 


The following letters received indicate this: 


Mekciiants National FL\nk, 
Ct.KV ELAND, ()., Juno 11, 1877. 


UoN. John Sherman, Secretary Treasury United States. 

Dear Sir : — Wo learn that you propose to offer to tho public a certain 


portion of the now four por cent, loan for a limited time, tho amount sub 
scribed to bo paid in gold at tho par value of tho bonds. 


This bank, being a public deposituiy of the gov( 3 rnmont of the Uiiitccl 


States, shall be glad to furtlier your plans, and act as agent for the sale of 
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such i)oi tion of (lio loan ua you nmy huj'^omI, iitul nxloiivor (o ;fi%o il micli 
jmlilioity aa would aumiro llio aido of ii jtoiiioii of tlioao IioiuIh in (liia [mvl 
of Oilit). 

'VVis/iinfi you hucoc’RS iho J roiimiii, vpit n'Mpi'i'JfiiJiv inol lnilj% 

'l\ 1*. Hanpv, IVi'HiiliMit. 

'L'liiCAHimv J )i;j'autmi:n‘*» Jitiin lii* \HYK 

John l\ IlirKr, JOhq., Plnhulnlpliui» Tii. 

Sni; Yom* ih nuu'iviML ^riu> (Io|iarhitiMit will ho liitp|iy |o riM'oivo 
your Hul)Hun|)tmn iii h hIkjjI tiliM'. 'Urn hiMulH iin» itti( |»n»|mrrth lunl 
IroaHury ro^ulatinjiH for llin |io|mliir oiuuiot l»t« ihsiu'il for u fi»w 

(liiys, wluMi u oojiy will ho muit you. 

It iH (li(i [jur(i(wo to^im you» iiikI kII <uhf»r <»f Oto »Sfah’H, 

an o|)|Jor(.uinty to Hiihmtrilm at Hnim^ ninviMiioiil plaon in iho oily of yoiirioa* 
* idouoo, lo l»n in din^ linns nM|uirin^^ <»nly u Miiall <li*]ioHit at iho 

time of Hubsoriplioii, and allo\vinf( Itio privilo^o of |iayin^^at any linn* wilhin 
ninoty daya ihnn'aflrr. 

'Hio hoiulH will hoar duli» (lio IhI of duly, arnl will ho hoM iil par in oohi 
and aoomin^^ inti'rowt lo dah' id jiaymonl, 

Voi y roHporlfidly, .loiiN Sui uman, SooiiUaiy, 

(!(>)il:on/in>rano(diN with Mii.w fnr llin fnnr juM' 

m\L LoiuU lor gold roin, hlioro aiipoarcd in Ilio Ni^sv York 
^^TiiuOH” a Hiiggosl.ion Uiak tlioHo liomls (uuild Im i»aid in ailvor. 
Iloiuyl''. i'Vcnudi, Assist an(r S(M‘V(d ary of fin' 'rnuisiiry, in a piib- 
li.sliod loil.orof tlio datoof »]imo (l^asHiMdod liis o|iiiiion finil. I ho 
bonds issued under tlio net of tliily I'l, IHVO, fur rofunding. worn 
rodoeinalde in eoiu of Urn siaudard value al. I link diile, and lluil. 
‘Sis it eannob lie known wluil. bonds liave btuui Iraiisrerred 
since tl\o act of 1871^ all bonds iiiulnr Hie ark of IhTO miiHk be 
paid in gold coin of tlm siaudard value named in Hie ark of 
1B78» 

I rocoivod a loUm* from Messrs. Seligmun A* ro.. imdositig 
an oxbrack from blio Now York “Times/' us follows : 

Ni:w VoUK, Juno l!;. |H77, 

Ilos. John Sukuman, Soorotury of tlio 'rronsiiry, \ViiHhin^rl**ii, 

J)JCAU Mu. Ski'UKTauv: Wo ling to inojoho a nliorl I'diUsrial arliolo 
which ii]i{Knirod in to^diiyV Now York ‘Tinion,’ whioh, ooiniiig fnuii a Hopuh^ 
lican papor, may frighton iiivoMom in nur ofimilry and ahroaiL Inhdligont 
people know that you, air, an woll iih Pn'aidiuit llayi'M, ari* honnil 4»ii ihi' ^il■* 
vor qnofJlion, ami yot il nmy a(»(fr«r la yau proper, and Jiig/dv advniUagi’tiiiH 
to tho prompt markoling of llm four piu* omit, launlM, to iliKallimn (It who 
liavo boon lod lu boliovo llmt tlm Vrohidcia iitid y..u fiivur llm 






a dispatoli reooivetl by tho Socrotary of the Treasuiy yesliirday from 
Mr. Ooimnt, tlio synclicato agent in London, it was stated that tho contract 
touching tlio four por cent, bonds is well received in London, and tlio new 
bond bids fair to bo tUo most po])ulur of American securities. There is no 
doubt that tlio bond has many advantages bt)tli for homo and foreign invest- 
ors. It lias only ono point of weakness, and that is, that if tho silver ring 
should succeed in getting an unlimited issue of legal tender silver dollars, 
this bond would bo payable, principal and interest, in that coin. Shrewd 
men, who know wiiai silver has done and is liable to do in the way of ups 
and downs, will take this fact into consideration, and tho govornnient will 
ultimately be oompolled to do tho same. At present the strength of tho 
silver uiovoruont is estimated to be small, but if this ostimalo should [)rovo 
to be mistnken, the new four per cents, would suffer.** 

Mr. August Belmont wrote mo a letter upon this subject of 
the date of Juno 14th, in which he said : 

Permit mo to add a few words to the letter of luy house of this day, in 
order to urge upon you the viiai importance of an oflieial expression of 
yours ocav i/our own (tiff nature^ in tlie sense of tho letter of Assistant Score' 
tary French, published in this luorning’s papers. 

it it vt it it 5t ilt it 

“You are placed at tins moment, by a largo portion of your political 
friends, in a somowimt similar position as the late Mr. Chase was by the 
attempt of TluuL Stevens to have Congress puss a law to deeluro the princi- 
pal of tho 5-^iO bonds payable in currency. 

“ ilr. Chane look tho bull by tho horns by declaring, over his own aigna- 
tnro, that tho principal as well as tho interest of tlio 5-20 Imncls wore paya- 
ble in gold, tho faith of tlio United States being pledged to this by tho tacit 
understanding of tlio govern mo nt and its creditors. 

“Notiling has reflected more credit and renown upon that great states- 
man — then as prominent and favored a son of the noble Stiito of Oliio as 
you are to-dny — and nothing more offoolually paved the way to tho great 
woik of reducing tho burden of our people by lowering our iiitorost oiio- 
third than that expression, sanctioned and confirmed by subsoipiont enact- 
niont of Congress in 1800. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

“Yon will, in my opinion, insure the success of your (inancial moasuros, 
and add groatlj^ to your higli and prominent political jioaition, If you will 
unoepn vocally declare that the funded debt of tho government can only be 
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ri’(looiiU'(l, |>nfU’i|ml n\n\ hi nniK mnl llmi niilil ut)i(*r\viMt 

a«;ioo<l Iiy llioiiiuUiul imiiisimiI tif llir riiiimioifinl imthniH nf 

IJiiitocl Slntt'H, Kninrt*, innl (iriiimuy* llu' hi|v«»r ilnthn* run uiily l**» 

accnptiMl UH an luixilmiy hlaiiiljinl fi»r tlu' |uiyiiitMa nf fiurliiMiiil 

To tliiM I ropli^'il fnllows; 

'rvir.Asruv Urr\uiMr,s r. 1 

Wak-II INfl HlN, JtllM* 10, I S'*! 7, \ 

Dkau Slit: Vimr ]>riviitr nnlr, ilm |i*Mor *»f >«Mir linu, iiiul niir fimn 
MobSiu SoriKif»n k (‘ti., aslini^ mv nmUi^ w jmMir nluO'mtMO ixv»M* my 
own ei^imtnns mmllar to lluitof Mr. l‘‘nMirli, luv ii‘r«-iviuL I huM* yjww lo 
tliifl iniporinnt tlm numl Minious rniiHitlfiutinti, uritl lm\i' rnmo l«i 

llio Ilnii rniii‘lnuinn llial Mirli an lU't oii !n\ purl wtuM In* uiir) 

tliu v(‘ry nifjivl you Imvo in vii»w, Ah a piiinly nXiM-iitiM* ullii^rr, I 
luivo no powri* to |mMa iipuii llu' ipn-wliini jiinnlriK My iili»nnpl in ilu 
wonkl at oiirn uiiiio all tlmnn wlm urn hni/tul willi lliin inunim luui ihnvi* ulm 
0])puao oxnonlivo inirnmolimnnL nptni Ir^fiMlalivn pnwrr. U wnnli) inruhi 
oxoilomnnl, \Hn‘Hniial ainl ptililiral aniinnuilii's wmilil inin^^li* willi it, ikmI it 
would ti'lid lllnrl^ limn anytliin^f (‘lni* in dofriil tin* MUrorf*H of llm loiiii. I am 
quills Hiiro fliirt would l>o llio nvHiill, 

Ah [o wUotluw (•mijijri'HH or tin* poiiplo would ovor utitl«*rtalio In pay 
oitluu’ pi'iinupiil or inli'rt'Hi nf llio lauidoil dolil, and onpooially llm linjidn unld 
ainoo IH71I| in Hllvi*r, I Imvi* n llriii miivirlinii llint tlu* (pirMtinii ui|| ni«\i«r 
Bonoualy i)0 rnirn'il* M'Iioho IuuuIh wdl Uo pnul» prirndpal nod iuion-H\, \\\ 
^i)ld coin. ^PIh» poopliMif llm Unilod Slafoa tmvo idwavi linm oxtroimdy 
HtuiHilivo iiH l<» flio puMio ormlit, Tlioy novor Imvo, for llio >»a!io of an appar* 
out ]n‘olU, yiiddod any (pioHlion involving tin* pidiVn* Jmiinr. 

Tlti^ ^KHit HaliHraotioM dial will arim^ from (ho fiiiidii)^( of llio loan at a 
low rain of inloroHl, lo/^otlior witli thoir Hlniii|^ hi*ii*«o of piditio honor and 
puhlio faitlu will atwaya Hoouro llio pnyiiionl of dioM< ImndH, priiioipid and 
inlorohl, in ooin. 

PariioH or futtllnun niuy, for a linns raiMo iittd I'niilo^l i|iio*ilioiiM, Imt tlioy 
urn hnl hnhhlos, and will pJihH away, ainh liho rdl otlutr tpio*«fiorm invoKin^r 
lliu puhlio orodil, will ho riglilfully hoUIimI, In ilno iiims liy (‘oiqjn'f'H and 
Ihu pooplo. 

Nolhin^f would ho lond to diKlnrh (liiH ri^sidl aa imaiilliori/rtl mIiohi'h,' 
or do^nnuH, hy an nxoimlivo ollioois upon a iptoalioji pitroly h^nNlalivo or 
judic.iul. ludvwvh il may Im that tun wwwh hnn ahoudy hoon Hud uhoul dun 
niultor hy hoih dn* Primulont aiirl iiiyHolftand I iinnuro you dial you will |ium< 
no oonmion lo hi» cliaturlMHl hy anylliin^ Irnllifnlly nqinrlod of oidmr of iih 
liovonflor. IMio boilor way in lo nmvo ri^hl ahm^, iiiahhi^ yonr own ahilo* 
inonla, and if, at any linns I aoo a propor orcuHioii for a alron^ oxproHHion of 
iny opinion, I will /^dvo i(. 

VlouHi* kIiow tliin lo Mr. SoVif^fnian, iiial hiuOi of yonr aH^^oolali-H an you 
dmuu proper, iih an lumwor to all. Vory (ridy y«inrM, John Sum man. 

IloN. Auciuht ]Jki.mo.nt, Now VorU, 
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Tho uow loan was promptly placed on the market on tlie 
14th of June by the following circular letter signed by the 
members of the syndicate ; 

Under tho suitliority of a contract with tho Secretary of tho Treasury, 
tlio uiidcjisignod lioivby ^ive notice that from this date until duly 10, at 3 
p. in., tlioy will receive subscriptions for tlio four por cent, funded loan of 

United States in deiunni nations as stated below, at par and accrued 
interest in j^old coin. 

Tho bonds are rcdeoimiblo after tlnrly years from d\il3' 1, 1877, and 
carry intoi*est from that dale, payable (piartorly, and aro oxompt from tho 
payment of taxes or duties to tho United States, us well as from taxation in 
any form, by or under state, municipal, or local authority. 

d'lio interest on tho re^isteretl stock will bo paid b^' cliock, issued by tho 
treasuior of tlui United States to tlio order of tho liolder, and mailed to his 
address, ddio clieck is paj’ablo on presentation, proijorly*- indorsed, at llie 
offices of tho treasurer and assistant trensurors of tho United States. 

'I'ho subscriptions will bo for coupon Ijonds of and SI 00, and regis- 
tered stock ill denominations of §50, SlOO, §500, §1,000, $5,000, and $10,000. 

Tlio bonds, both coujion and rogistored, will bo ready for delivery' July 
2, .1877. 

Forms of application will bo furiiisliod by tho treasurer at Waslilngton, 
tho assistant treasurors at lialtimoro, Boston, Chicago, Cinciimati, New Or- 
leans, New York, Pliiladolphia, St. Louis, and San Francisco, and by' tlio 
national banks and bankers generally. Tho a|)plication3 niu.st specify tho 
amount and denomi nations rofpiircd, and for registered stock llio full namo 
and [lost oflioo address of Iho person to whom tho bonds shall bo made 
payablo. 

Two per cent, of tho purcimso money' must accomjmny iho subscription. 
Tho remainder may bo jiaid, at ilio pleasure of Iho purclmser, eitlier at iho 
timo of the subseriplion or at any liiiio jirior to October l(i, 1877, willi inter- 
est added at four por cent, to date of ]>aymonl, 

Tho paynumts may bo mado in gold coin to the tnuisurcn’ oT tho United 
Stales lU Wasliingtoii, or assistant treasurers at liallimorc, ] Boston, Cliicago, 
Clneiiinali, Now Orleans, and St. l ^ouis, and to tlio assistant troasiiror at San 
Francisco, with (jxchango on Now York, or to elthor of tlio undersigned. 

To juoniolo tho cunveiiionco of subscribers, tho undersigned will also 
rocoivo, in lieu of coin. United Stat{?s notes or drafts on New York, at their 
coin value on tho day of receipt in the city of Now York. 

Auuust Bid. mo NT k Co., New A'ork. 
DitKXKr, Mokoan & Co., New York. 

J. & W. Si:UG:^fAN’ k Co., New York. 
Morton, Bi.i.ss k Co., Ntuv York. 

FruBT National I.Ianmc, New York. 
Drkxkl & Co., Pliiladolphia. 


June 10, 1877. 
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l{K(X)1,T,K(5Tr()NH 


A fow (lays liiU'r I \vro((^ (lio ftillnwiii}' 

M'ltTAsi uv I )i 1‘AKi ) 

WahIMNUTUN, I ). JuilP l\l, \ 

Hiu:- Yuur h'Ui'r rtf tlm ISlIi iiiHhiiit, in wliiili vnii iinjuin» wIn'tluT 
tho frtiir }HU' rnnl. IjoihIh now by tlip ^otviTimirnl »iv )juvuMi», 

|iriiKn|>fil nml iiUoioHli iu ^nthl min, in ifr-oivotl. *V\it* fmiu IIk 

ini]t(ir!iuuut, Imn rltMuinulr'rl aiul n'n'ivi*il t’urr'fnl i*oiihiiliMa{i<iti. 

Uncli'r luwH tiow in fr»n‘is ihi^ro \h im l oin Ihmih'iI nr in wlni'li 

Iho pintiijml of flat /ttnr |ti*r cniU. ImjjjJh U naliimnnlOr, nr flio inlori’sl 
ble» nxrnpt tiin ^rnlil rninn nf llm UimIimI Sftdi‘H of llio aniiiilanl va|in» 
by hiWH in fortat nn ihn Mth rtf JnlVi lS7(b wlmii fin* liinala won* initlairivnl, 
'I'bn ^ctvnrnmi'nt I'Xai'lH, in oxrliun^i' bn* (liosn IhmhIs, |iaynii*!i( at par 
in Hitoli cuiln, aral it ia nrtf in bo an<ii»i[i«forI flial any fnfurc* 

Inlion of (atn^nvHH, ni* miy ai-lioii nf iiny ili«part)n>Mt( nf ilt(< pn\ (*rnriioiit. 
wctuld HUndinn nr inl(tnilo tlin nalrmplMtn rtf flat prininpal nf iIiomo lanatH, nr 
llio paynunil rtf (lu> inimvHl llu*nM>n, in vnin^ of \aliio llain llti* min 
luUliitri/ad Ity law nf; flat (inn' nf flm ihhiii' nf flat bnialsj boini^ (lin min 
oxuolial Ity (litt ^rivannmnit in i'Xrliiin/j|fn for Hut hamo. 

M'lat I'sstMUial nliniiitiil nf tfatn/ in proM(*i viii|.^ Hm ri|iialilv in \alni^ 

l)olW(H*n Hut cninu^^n in winrh Hu* ^nivoininonl }f«i'riv4<a an<( Hail in wbirli ii 

piiya llii'sit bniala, will lat ain’ii’rlly nbaiM Vial by Hu* ^(nvriiniu*iil aial Hio | 

plit nf Hat Uiiibul Siult‘S, wliah'vrr limy Im Hm mmIoiii of mlnapo wbirli Ha* 
^ommil pnliity nf Hin iiiiiinn limy at any tiinn injopL 

Tliia )innai|ilit in inipritaHiut U|atii tlm iit\l of (bo law of July 11, bSlU, 
Uiulrr wliii’h tlm fnur par oitnl. bnialK am iasurH, aiiH ioi|inro*4. in tbo opiio 
inn of tlm oxomitiva (b'pul'linont nf (hit ^ovoriiiiionb Ha« ri*Hoihp(iitn >tf (bo*m 
bomlH lual Hat puynmnl nf Hmir iiiloroal in mni of iMpia) valin* wiib Hint 
wliiHi lb(t ^^nvnniinitnl roroivi'H fmm ita Ihhuo, 

Vary n'Hpm'ifully, ,li»ns- SuniniAS, Sooiotary. 

KuAN’Oirt (), l''iiKNnil, ICmp, Hi lirninlway, Now Vorli, 

Tlio HuliXdrlpl.idUH wfi’d lakcii in (n-cry piiii of llit« I'niffd 
SfciitoH, and williiii (liiiiy days $ri7,(J(llMK)(l wi-rd litki>ii in (Id.s 
country and $10, 200, 0(10 in Kiinipd, nialiiiiK $77,HtHMHin Mild. 
Thissnni, wlmn applind lo I)h> jMiyjnod f»f lh«' ^i.v |»>r r<-nl. 
IkiiuIh, niado an annual HiwiiiK lo llm |««ii[)ii. of Ilio I’ldliMl 
StatoHot $1,55(5, 000. Sitico (lio l.‘<(. of Mairh. !s77. (Iicic had 
boon Hold uiuhu; l.lio ttdimdiiiK ac.(. St;i5.0(Kl,(i(Hi four and n hiilf 
por coni-., hdiids and (.lud. anidiinl. of nix por nud. hoiid-t was 
paid off and cancolod, (Inw Having lo lh(« pcoph- cif (hr* (’tdlod 
is(al. 0 H $2,025,0(10 in (‘din tuu'h yi'ar. 'I'ho apjj.froj'iilc rcdnclidM 
of intorcsii by both claswa of IhiiuIh. from tlm Isl. of Muirh lo 



fclie close of the popular loan, was S3, 581, 000 a year iu coin. 
This was regarded as a great success. 

ICarly in Ji4ly I set out on the revenue cutter “U. S. Grant” 
on a visit of in.spcction along the north Atlantic coast, accom- 
paniod by tho chief of the coast survey, the secretary of the 
lighthouse board, tho superintendent of the life-saving service, 
and tho cliiof oi’ the revenue marine service, and also by Webb 
Hayes, the son of the President. We visited the life-saving 
stations along the Now Jersey coast. I was deeply interested 
ii^ this service, which I regard as tho most deserving humaiii- 
tarian brancii of tho public service. We also visited some of the 
leading lighthouses along the coast and tho principal cnstoni- 
liousos botwoon tho Chosapoalce Bay and Eastport, Maine. Wo 
wore overywhoro received with groat kindness and many soc.ial 
courtesies wore oxtended to us, especially in New York, Boston 
and Portland. This outing wa.s a groat relief from the close 
con/inomont I liad undergone .since the 4tli of March. The in- 
formation I gathered as to the.so branches of tlio .service, with 
which T had nob provionsly had much acquainhinco, was of great 
value to me. Such trii}S are sometimes treated by the press as 
“junketing” ah tho pnblic expense. This is a groat error. Each 
of ns paid lii,s share of the expenses and the vessel only pursued 
its usual course of duty. I was brought into closo associa- 
tion with thoso subordinate oiricom of the department and be- 
came infoi'inccl of their duties, and their litness for them, and 
wa.s onablod to act with intolligenco on thoir rocommonda- 
tions. 

Tho only nn])lcasant incident that occurred on the trip was 
tho vnnniiig of tho cutter upon a rock upon tiio coast of Maine. 
This happonod in the afternoon of a beautiful day. All tho 
gimtlomon with mo and tho olUccvs of tho vessel were on deck, 
'rim various buoys were being pointed out and a map of tho 
chau\iol was lying before us. Some montion was made of a 
buoy that ought to bo near tho place wlioro wo wore to mark 
the location of ii rock, but none was found, and suddenly we 
Imard th(4 .scraping of tlio vessel upon the rock. '.I'lio cutter 
tixnnhlod and carooned over. 'I’lio captain nuis somewhat 
alarmed and turned tlm vessel toward the beach, where it was 
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rtlioodily <'xaininotl iind fiiiuid lo b(' soiiK^wdml. iiijiinnl. Wo 

amn'lai 11(1(1 !i,l'l(inviirds llial. Iho lumy Imd I diMidiiccd liy it. 

storm and (lull, a vcssol was (lion on ils way In roidiioo il, Tlio 
siukiiiff of Uio rovomio cidli'r ‘Ml. S. (innd " was roporlod in 
tlio inoriiiiif? dispal.olics and cnnilod scniu' I'xoilt'iin'iit; lad. Ilin 
vcssol did noi. snslain any siibslanlial injury. \Vi> lln>n>,di(. il. 
Iiosf, 1.0 loavo It fora limn In Im llioninglily oxaiiiinod and u'- 
pain'd, and ioolc anollaw vossid tn rninplidt' nnr journi'y In 
JOastpoi't. Mm nortla'asUirn port of Mm Mniloil Slalc.s, I'Voni 
tlmnc.o \Vol)li iln.y('s and my.soir nd.arnod In l‘urlland and 
(irossod ovi'r to llnrlinKlon, Vonnoiil, mi l.aKo ('liain[dain. and 
from tlmimo wont to Saraioj^a, wimro wi’ roinainod a. few days, 
and tlmn rntiirnod to VVasliington on Ma' Uilnd of .Inly. Wo 
piissod tlivon^di Ualliiaoro (ai tim day Mm riol.s ofcnrrod in Mail. 
cAty, and soon aftor lunivd of tlm numli morn dan)j:oion.M out* 
broalc in I’illsIaii'K. 

On tlm Util of Ant,mst I wrolo (o Mr. Conanta.M follow.s; 

Inttm* of llin Ijlllh iihliiM* in ii'riMViNl, ^■^^|| nut hhfi^ly llu< 

iNri^ssrH. WnlliHiOiiltl (hiU llu' luivo hihilly willi llin 

^ovt'nnnonl, liul, |niri’ly i»ut »»f u riiiitmrl lipt\vi«i*ii {\n* nf 

liMitlin^ linc'H of niilwny luiil lln'ii* i*ui|i|c>yrH uh hi nih’M of [my, 

niili’outl oiMtijmiiirH liiivo, fnr Hi'Voriil yoiii><, ri*iii|iohMl \vl(li ourli 

(illiiM* iu u viM'y hii|ihiviclont ainl rooklosn way* iiiul inv luiw* iini] hnvo I 

for Homo limo, ouiTyin^ for Iokm (Iuio ohsI. 'I’hin huM rini^»o«| a lur^ro 

nnluoliou of tlio in't incoiim of voimIh^ him loti hi lhi« Io^h of iIlviilomlH. ritiil 
now (0 llio nHlimlioii of wiipm of iMiijiluvrs to niiim HrariMOy milllcMout (o 
mij»]iorl Ufo. Ilonoo Iho nlrUom. 

“Tho ^ovoniinont him l)i«on ii|>|ioiit(<t| io l»y Imlh niilroiulH mill NtrihoiH, liy 
HtatoH iioil hy oilii'H, for roliof, iiml him jiroriijidy oxtoiolrtl il in iMoiy jinijiiM* 
oiiHo, iiiidt wilhoni hhoihliii^^ IiIoihI, Iiiim, in ovmy mmo, Hn|niriv^><ril tlm nol» 
iind midnliiiiu’il iho jic'uois ho fhul. flio ^nvorainonl in viMilly Hln»n|;,![c*r liy 
roiiKoii of ihimo iniftirlnnuio ovontn fimn Imfon*. I do not olmorvo llmt miy 
olmn|j;;o him homi nmdo hy diouh idthm* in t)ii« prioo of liondH or in tlio 1 »Him« 
of gol<h nor in iho |myinoiii of KulmorljiiioiiH lo four por hondH. 

“ No (dTorl in miido lo Holl tho honilK now, nor do I rnro lo iho lionm 

timrkoi, until onoti^li hondH urn Hold iihroiid to jiroxiih^ for ndh'd hondH 
idiroiul, 

*‘Tiin month of An^imL imiKi ni'ooHsitnly ho ii litii|piiii ono, iind I «lo noi 
adviso any unumiul oltorln h> foroo Hidim. 

**Your HU]>|ilomoniid oinhor wim roooivod uflor your lolo|rram, Init wim 
soon found and dispiUoh mado out/' 




oao 


I no doubt was mistaken in the efPoct of tho strikes upon 
onr public credit. From that time forward for many months 
there was scarcely any .sale of government bonds at any price. 
The contracting parties informed me that no bonds wore thoJi 
selling in tho marlcot and that in Now York they were a trifle 
below par. Practically, for the remainder of the year, govern- 
ment securities wore greatly affected in price and value. 

s — n 


(illAPTKH XXX, 


VOhWY ov TIIK IIaykh Apminimtuaticjn, 

HocoiiLlnii Ht Afy lloini' in MnuHnilil l»y «it iSiil.v* • 

Inlitulun‘il))y My nil) Frirml mut I'nitii'-i’ II«’iiry<’ IIi<1m:v«» 1 li.v IJlvIirut 

n IliJHUiud ijf llii‘ {’nnit-HlH In Hmilli Puiiilliin iumI [.niHMltuiii hi WIui 

WriHUovonnir — rnH\l.l(inKTai<i‘n \\y liimii ami linyi^i in MMu hp 

(‘imli'HiH — My I'liUirt tiiHirui ‘11 Urn ]li*wnin|*iiim nt M|nvji« win 

KffiTlMaf a l)i‘|ir(H*iiiti‘ilC’iim*ni*y — I>uhiv4 nf rln* Min-irlaiy uf lln’ 

Tri’rtHiiry Mntii'H nf ih‘HnniiliK'^’My Nii\nMii»*iii 
I’riiiloil ThrnUKlMinl dm Cauiiuy ami In l*iiKlanii' \a*\ 
h'VH l-ti Sunili’y MiK Mikwm ami Uiumral UtililiiHtin Mur 
iUtoal in Oiiin — An Kxlra Howninn nt i'imn'*'?'*' 

MIIIh liiirniliiml hi fim ArC 

(nr llm Ui>Hinii|il!nii nf Hjit'i h* I'liyiiioiilM 

'r)u\Y Ail i'nli nt 
Hiilmrrliillnii nf llnmln All I'alil hir. 


A 1 U)IIT th(i lOUl of AugiiHl 1 luniln iny \m\n\ viml In u\y 
lidtiu' al. MaimllcOd. Sotui afli^r niy arrival I iv- 
ctMVnd tlu^ ndlowing iiivilalioih HiKUhd hy a ^nuii 
innaliordf iny utuKliliorH and fricnids, wilhtml n'.Hpc^rl 
(.0 parly, oxi»n'HHinK a domni l;o Inndor \\h\ a r('r.('plit»n : 


IfoN. John Siiicuman, 

Diuii Sir:* Tim umUn'Migiind, yimr inwiiHiimii, inni fiJlnsv nili/nHH 
nf Uiolilund tjounly, di'nim U> giva you wnnm itmnifoHlnlinii nf llm vnry 
lii/^li roffurd in wliloli wn hold your pulilin Hnrvinnn. Wn nrn ^Iml In know 
limt you lU'O parinilind hi ii^uin Im al ynnr nwn Imnip, aint fnr a work 
nr Lwo nun^ln with iih In p.lt tlm iinrcHlniirmil fii«mloin nf MiuatM and Ihwiih 
iium, 

Finiiiuuul anti nllmr jinlilio (pmaliniiH aiv, hnwi^vi^r, nf ini^mihuii'n in iih 
always, and ospooially nnsv. \Vo nmn/^iii/n ynur jL(riMil id »l lily and rx 
periomiis and tuumnl but think lliiit an nxpri'HHinn nf ynnr vinwa nn liman 
tpuvaluum will bu vtwy luji;!\ly pti'ml by tlm jmnpln td (ltdn, irrrHjumtivt^ td 
party. Wu llmrtdorn doniru, with ynnr Hunrliniii on Hnnm day during tin* 
noxl wtmk, tn pvo yon n hoarty NvnIcHiinn (n ynnr nht Imnus and aindl bn 
^lad to iiavu you, on tlm oooaMUm, ^ivn ynnr viowh nn llm pidilin ijUaMlinriH, 
now of «imh vaat iinportamm to all. With tair kindi*Hl h'^ahlM, \vn iins 

^^»n^ frinnda, lao., nln. 


m\) 
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I replied as follows: 

Manspmcld, 0.1 August 13, 1877. 

Gkntlemkx: — J received wiUi much pleasure your kindly iottcr of tho 
10th inst., Binned by so many of my old friencls and neighboi-s in Mansfiold, 
and assure you of iny liigli ap])reuiation of your generous words of courtesy 
and regard. 

I aiwa^'s return witli satisfaction to my home on the western slopes of 
our lilt hi city, and always enjoy tlio fresh air and picturesque country around 
us, but, more than all, tlio cordial greetings of old friends, with wlioiii I 
have been acquainted since boyhood. It will give mo much pleasure, at 
any time or ]dacc, to meet you, and to speak to 3'ou ou cuiTeiit public ques- 
tions, and 1 vonture to name next Friday evening. 

Very truly j’our.s, John Shkuman, 

Tlie gathoi'ing was one of the largest, that had come togetUor 
in Mansfield for yeans. The evening was delightful, cool and 
balmy, a bright moonlight adding attraction to tho scone. A 
stand decorated with flags had been erected near tho ccutor 
of the park, with seats in front, and lights gleamed on oithei* 
hand. I wiis introduced to tho audience by my old friend 
and partner, Henry C. Hedges, whose remarks were too flatter- 
ing for me to insert. Jn closing l»e said : 

“ Regarding you as our fricMKl, our neighbor, our townsman, wo aroglud 
ai^d rojoioe. Wo wolcomc you homo, tliougli 3'our sta^' ma}^ be only a fow 
daj'S, and we si n core 1 3' trust that, rested by your stay, j^ou may go back to 
3'our work reinvigoj-ated, and that frequently wo may liavo the pleasure of 
your temporary visits, and in the future, when your labors aro flnishod, 
among us j'ou may spend j'our old ago, lionored and happy.*’ 

As my speech expressed my views upon important ques- 
tions of that time, I think it well to embody extracts from 
it as part of the history of tlie then recent events, and my 
anticipations for the future : 

“Tlio kindly words of welcome uttered by my friend and assooiute of 
manj' years move mo bej'ond exjirDsslon. 'I'lioy recall to mo tho soono of 
tho early tiino when T canio to Mansfield, then a scattered hamlot of about 
1,100 inhabitants, without pavements and witliout any of the modern oonven- 
ioiieos of oitios and towns. As Mr. Hodges has told you, very many of those 
I then mot hero aro dead and gone, I was a boy tlion, A genoratlon lias 
passed away, and tho sons of tlioso I met IIilmi as citizens of Ulchland county 
now fill placos of trust and responsibility. 1 liavo every reason in tho world 
for being strongly attached to this town of Mansfield. You have always 
been kind to me. Hero I studied law, here I practiced my profession for 


^ M.l AW I II IX>(n 


Hi'Vi'fiil Vi'iirH, luMi» 1 lunrrirjl my wif*'. u native* i»f Vimr ln\Mu T )invn 

liviul L*vi4* mul wliiMi IIih miatal ^Imll In* hlmlUiMl »i(T, Imn^ |ini)i-. 

ublyi will mv 1«h1y with y<air faduun, Hut fiunliui im** frllnu i 
if» uiidrr llm Itiinl wunln nf \viOi’*‘liii» «'f yunr h|t(»Kr*^iimii. iin tAA ami luiunriul 
/rii'ud, Mr» J I luul fn|-^fnU«‘U llial wu iin^ imt Imn* liuMidi h» i« \tdianx{u 

cuui'ti‘Hii‘a, lull III dimaiKH j^iavi* imilti»r?* i*f far iimn* iiu|»«»Mam i* lliaii llm lifi« 
or iiioinnrioH of an iiidlvithnd. 

“In dt»ili|4f an I iviali it dtHtinolIl uml»»lj*lniHl dial I ajiraK fnt luy^idf alnim, 
(IK a idll/t'ji nf niiin, (o ynii my fidlnw niliviMi'* luitl m\ in wlmiii 1 

urn nmU'r lUo Id^Uv'at vddi^ututua nf ^'mtUudn and dul\. 

“M'lin Hrohidi'iit iinlliiiri/i*d iim t** aay mir tlnnj^. ural ♦•im dilrii^ niil^ , fur 
liitii, lUid in Ida inuno, and dial m dial all dial niiioiii* in |iim i(ii\ 

]iur( ioi|iatiuii wlialovor In tla* nniniiiatniu nf i-aiididiilr«« nn \niu aiain fiidu»l, 
or any drairo nr |ini |inMi* In iiillitniM‘i« in ani uai dir rrnalnnid rnM{r»*l In 
Oliin, aro nitt*rly ^mnodloH^, 

“^I'lu'Ko aro your nmUorat ami I »'an ai^^un* \nu fnr Iniii, dial lio dna** uni 
tuid will nolt intovpoKo In any aimU onuioni frmtaU. 

“Yon idl linow (hut I am ihuv, am) lia\r )ii*i'iii i^ariuh iilim IumI in dm 
Hojinlilioan |iiiKy» I ladiovo in itn |irimd[i|r«* itnd hminr it»» wnrk. ^Vilh 
my airoiii^ funvii*tinMH I rniilil iml laiiimd my |ii4rti»ain imr», nir iii\ ournri^l 
lio|m for llio hiii’oaHM nf dm lh*|in)dii'aii |»Jirly, Iml llm Midjrri.'i nf ivldidi I 
iiifond to h|mal{ In ynii (iniif^hi will m»l load iim In >^a\ itnn ii nf fnrnmr 
]}oli(it'ul h(rn^|L(li^>S nr In (iiir nld liatdrM nii^r a^^ain. Iml idilidly In 
dmoUHH llm aoUrnl udminiHlralivo (|UoHlinuH nf llm elay uk dmy tmvo 
hiiKM^ llm dill nf Mahdi lant, nml in all nf whirh ymi ar»' aldir irilrrri*tod, 
whulla^r ynn limy oall ynnr«o|vi*H l(r|)nliliriihn nr I )riMnnrat*i. tn di«’«»f* 

(jnohdniiH 1 wiKli fairly tn it|i|ii*al (n dm nindnr and ^niHl jud^tiionl nf 
houi*Hl imm of Imth pardoK, nidy i(«iliiii^( fnr da^ adiMini^nratinn nf IVrnidonl 
IfuyoH that oniiHidtnalo idmrity nf Jtid^iiiniii wliiidi iinihi lm rutmdod In all 
human a^imlH. 

'* WImn Mr. IliiyoM wum inaii^iimlrd aa iVohiilml tm fnuud diirl\ ^\\ 
hinloK in llm full and nniMinli^nlril uxnroiHi* nf all dm |Hi\\ria id hlalrn m dm 
Union. In two kIuIoh only llmro won* <*niiiohi»i a** in whn wtxn ^«n\oriini'. 
Ilolh I’njiloHla had oxiHlod frnin Jaiiiiarv lo Maroli, lh7V. \^lldl* lioimnd 
tjiraiil WUM IhoMidmil. 

“ in Snnlli (^irolina (invoninr (Ittiinlmrlaiu olaitiiod In liitvo lioon oloidod 
OJ 1 dm ]to|)iililioHn lirltol^ and (irio^ral llamptnti mt llm jloiunriatio (mUot. 

Hri'Hult'lil in nol niado itm jild^[o nf wlm in olorti'd ^nvi^rrmr nf a hluli't 
and un aUimi|it lo oxoroimi mioh a jinwor would lm a plaiM not nf nmirpalinn. 
Him conatitulinn of South (Inmliiia ia iinmh liko ilml nf ( ihiiL 'I'lm e'lninl nf 
llm volo wan to Ijo mado liy tlm |b(oimnd miHiiinldy nf dio ^tato« rnfnrln 
naioly for Chamlmrlaiii a o(intr<i|lin^ tpmatinii in dm had boon 

dooidud a|.{aiiml him l»y a Uo|iiil)litmn atul lm wim only kopi in |inH«i'M 

aion of llm Blato houao ljy dm imtiml proHonon tif IIhiIimI Slaton Irnnpa in dm 
building. Ho Imd appaalod again and again In IVonitUuil (rranl lu 
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recognizo liiin as governor and to give liini tlie aid of Federal troops in the 
(Miforc'omont of liis claim, wliioh General Grant had refused, seeking only to 
preserve llio publio pGiioo. 

Wlion Prosidont ITayos was inangunitod both contestantn wore called 
to Wasliington and botli were imlientl^' heard and the questions presented 
wore patiently and carefully examined, 'J'hc Prosidont hold tliat n case was 
not presented in wliich, under the eoiistitution and the laws, lie was justified 
in using the army of tlie United Stales in deciding a purely local olootioii 
contest. The Holdicrs and ba^'onets of tlio United Slatos wore then witb- 
dniwn from tlio slate house — not from the state, nor tlie ea])iial of tho state 
--■but from the building in wliieh the legislature, that alone could lawfully 
deckle tins (contest, must mcot. This was all that was done by the Presi- 
dent, and Governor Clminborlain, without further ooutcBting liis chum, 
abandoned it and loft tlm stale. 

“I say to you now that, strongly as I desired the success of Governor 
Ohaniberlain and (ho Republican ]Kirly in Soulli Carolina, llu^ PrcHklenl had 
not a shadow of right to interposo the jxiwer of the army in thin contest, and 
liisS attempt to do so would )mvo been rasli and nborlivo as well as witlioufc 
legal right, 

*‘T|jo case of Louisiana was far more diflloult, loual roturninir 

olHeers of that stale Imd, after a full oxainiiuition, certified to tho olootion of 
tlio legislature, sliowing a liepubliean majority in both Iiousos. This had 
boon done by excluding from their return the voles of oertaiii jmrishes and 
counties wherein intimidation, violence and fraud had prevailed to an ox- 
tout sufUoient to change tlie result of !he eleotion, 1 was prosoiil, at tlio 
request of General Grant, to witness the count, and I assure you, us I liuvo 
said ofTloially, that tho jiroof of tliis intimidation, violonoo and fraud, oxtond- 
iiig to murder, ornoliy, and outrage in every form, was absolutely conclusive, 
sliowing a degree of violence in some of those parishes (hat was more revolt- 
ing and barbarous tlian any tiling T could conceive of. It was plain that 
tho returning ofTicors had tlio legal rigid to pass upon and certify, in tlie first 
instance, who wore oloelod members of tho legislature, and (hat they wore 
justliiod by tho ovidonco in excluding bulldozed parishes, but it was equally 
clear tliat their return was not conclusive upon the niembors eloolod, and 
that naoii house liad tho constitutional rigid to pass upon the returns and 
elections of its inoinbors, and to sot aside the action of the indurning board. 
I'lio two Iiousos, wlion organized, had also tho jiowor to pass upon the re- 
turns of tlio election of governor, and tlioy alone and no one else. Neither 
the President of tho United States nor tho returning board has a 113^ power or 
right to pass upon tho election of governor. And hero the diflloulty in the 
Louisiana case commoncos. 

“Governor Packard contends that a majority of the two houses, as duly 
returned, did pass upon tho oloclion of tlio governor, and did return tiuit lie 
was duly elected, but this was sloutl)^ denied by Governor Nichols. This 
vital point was strongly assorted and denied by tlio adverse parties, and the 
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lo({iHljitum nf T^onlKtium ilivi«lril Ititn luo ImhIu'm, huldin^ Mopuraro 

tiOssidiiH, i‘Jirh El^s^'rlhljl^ IIh l< 7 ;al atn) llit* uiln’r as ri')u»N 

lind triiiltu-H. ( M>Vi»riiiu- rai Kanl iui>l liis riillisl l‘ri*si«|piii 

Grant ft»r lliaain tiu' tirui) In (»ni in^iiniis hmm am) dMnu’siii* vin 

UaMui; ainl lien* 1 mnfi'sH llml if I laid Ihtu in^haid of (nMiniid 

Cinmt, 1 Wniild l>iiviuiaMi^(ni/t*d IVtOnihl ami MisCaiimd liim uilli !lin fidt |»*»Uitr 
of llin ^ 1 ‘noral ^olVrl iiinonL M v iiil«*iisi» rjiimisi hy {||i« ainndlii’s in 

liiuiiMiiiimt iimv Imvi' nndnly iiillui*iM‘i*d iim, l)nt limi'ral 1 Irani ilid nnt 
think thin was hia <lnLj*. I tin tmi riili«*isi» Ins iii*h»»ij, lud mils hlido dm 
furlH. Ilo \vtad<l only nmintiiin llit‘ praim. lli*%VMidd imt iitst^tni/i* rai‘k 
arc! an ^nvorimr, hnt J lumw, vvhiil is imw an ii|mii si i n-i, dm shmii; l«'nl nf 
Ilia iniiaU and at nno limn liia dtssMon was in wiihdiaw dn^ i,» v«ss»|^p 

nizo .NioIioIh and IImih oiid diis tlan^pntais tsuitrsl. lit* rial imt du iln«, Iml 
ko[it flii« pianm. 

daring llmsn two innnlliH dm wlmln rundiliuti i*f aflaira Imd ^hlW’lv 
olmn^iM\ in la>nimnu» 'IMa' ^nvonnutnd n( TayUaul laul dwindird uwa^ 
until it liiul HtMinndy ii alaulnw nf hlnni^di nr aiidmritu r\»M'|il ul dm ftluln 
lauiais svlmr(» it svaa nplmld liy fisliMal lia\tiimCs, *l*lm pnvnrriiimtil nf 
Niolinln Imd I'xtoinlnd ils antlmiilv nvt»r tin* ulali^ aiul was in fnll nxislriit i* 
UM Ihw ^nVi'inuUMd nf l.n\dsiuiui» KUppnrtnd liy ikn ^^rnal l»ndy nf 

tlu^ wliito nmn and lusnlvalt da* wisdlli and iiihdli^nna'n nf dii« ahtin, and liy 

tlin tiroil nrijnii'Hciaii'i* nf a lar^n [mtlinn of dm isdnns] | pin, sitnm nf 

wlaiiii dosinlnd I'ai'kanrH lu^pHlattirn and nnlrnsl that nf ( mi\ m tmr N Ii'IihIn. 
Tlio dalny and hi^Hitalinn nf (lotmnd fivani had Imrn fatal tn Paidiurd, and 
xvliiui IluycH lii'ojium IVosiilmt tin* pnmln id (pirstHtn was )L«irall^ nhan^isl. 
Ona diin^ waa clniir, (hat a In^ishitiin* had lanni diil\ idri*hs| in Ntiviniilmr 
pn^viniiH, Eind Nvaa llani in nxistriMM', dinii^li anpandtsl Iniu two parH, (f din 
imunhiU^ lawfully (»lnrlni| isuild la* i‘nn\t*nnd, (hn\ ahiim nniild d»*iu«ln dm 
<|Uim(inn (d who was ^n»vi*rmir) willanil dm intiu vniitinn t*f irnnps, and tlndr 
(IniUKion annid la^ mippoilrd, if imansHary. hy dn* ^<:«nmnd t«iiviM iinmnl. 

lunsl anxinua (‘niisalnraliiin wiih ^ivnn In this tpirsdon. Ital^ and 
\V(*o!ch of anxiiMiH dniilinradtin wnn* j.pvt*n tn it liy tim IVrsidntit and his 
lathitnd. Hut nm^ way Hi*rnmd npi»ii for it piamnfid Mnliitti*ii, ami that was tti 
f^athor, if p^KHihh^ a ain/^h^ h*jttishi(inn that isitdtl In* mti^ni/isl as ihi* di* 

puaitEiry of ihn rnpiVKiuilalivi* will of tlm pnnpln nf Lntnshtna. If uld 

l)a dono it had da* uiMpti^Hlinimtl riftht In di*(nih* who had hnnii nlnrtrsl 
^ovornor, and all oilmr ipit*HlinnH wnnhl m*iiln llmnisidvtm. *1*0 aii| in this 
oiijiml, a aniutuii^sinn nf (hi* JunKi niniimiil nmn, hi^dt in pnsihnn, fnuii dilTtU' 
out HfiiloH, and <lisiinj^niMhi‘il for judhual iiiiparliidilt . was snim tisl and dm 
roHtdl la Iciiitwi) l«» all, ^I'hoy wont to laniisianui and, with dillh'idl\ , 

brought logt^Ujur damn lioHt'dn h^palaUtn'K whiidi nmi, nr^iini/isl, ptoniplly 
HotUcfl dm (|UOMdoim in diaputn in favor nf din ^nviuniimnl nf Xinlmls, an!l 
thuB luuh'd (Ilia iuomI danf^mriiiiM rontn»voray, fsbi ndmr rhani4:n was math*, 
no ollmr art dono c*X('f*pl, whoii tin* a(*|itdnn wan ulniohl aononiplishoili thi* 
fow troo^ws xsdtioh \tud ut:uu]UiHl ibn Main houso worn ivtlhdrawn a fi'W aipniri's 



OF JOHN SHERMAN, 


58i) 


away, to tlieir barraoUa, 'Plms, in this peacoful appeal to tlie lopislaturo of 
Rouiaiatm, this controvoisy, wliioh not only onclangorod the peace and anfoty 
of this stale, but ilio peace and safety of lim whole people of the United 
Slates, was settled. This is the sum and substance of all tliat was done 
in t)io soiUliorn policy, as it is called, of the President. 

“Porlmps 1 ought to slate that his policy has u broader motive than a 
mure sotlloinont of a local olootiori contest. It seeks to bring the norlli and 
south again into conditions of liarmony and fraternity, and, by a frank 
appeal to the generous hnpnlsos and patriotic fooling of all chissos of people 
in the south, to secure, not only ]»eaco among theniaolvea, but the equal pro- 
toution of the laws to all, and socurity in ll»e enjoyincnl of political and oivil 
rights. 

** No donbt the result in LoiuHiana uaused some diHappuinlinent to man)' 
Republicans tliroughoiit the United Slates, who deeply syinpa(ln7od with 
their Rc])iibliean l)rethron in (hat stale. In ilint feeling I did, and do, share, 
and yot X feel and know that every step taken by IVeHulent } layca was right, 
in strict aooordaiua) with his constitutional duty, and from (ho highest mo- 
tives of patriotism. iSinnc arc foolisli oiiougli to talk of his abandoning the 
eolorod |)iH)[)le and their eonstitutional rights. Prcsklent Hayes, from his 
early manhoorl, has been an anti-slavery man ; liis life was imperiled on 
many battlefields in tho groat cause of liberty, he sympathr/os nioro and will 
do more for tho otpml rights of the eolorod people than ihoso who falsely 
aeouso him, and 1 belie vo this day, that the jiolioy he lias adoptc<! will do 
more to secure llio full practical onforcoment of tluKse rights llian the employ- 
ment of an army tenfold greater than llio army of the United States.’’ 

In this .spcGcli I Btatod Uio action I proposed to take to 
secure tho resumption of specie payments. Tho plan was oxo- 
ciited in all its parts l)y ino, and my remarks may, in onosonso, 
1)0 said to ho a history of }*osumpti<)n. Continuing T .said : 

And now, fellow-oitixeiiB, tins brings mo to the (pieslion upon whicli 
there is ho much diversity of opinion, so many strange delusions, and that is 
tho question of spooie payments. What do w(s mean b}' this jihrase ? Is it, 
that wo lire to have no paper money in oirculation ? Jf so, J am us much 
opposed to it us any of you. Ts it tliat we arc to retire our groonbaok oircu- 
lation ? If so, I am opposed to it and have often so said. Wluit I moan 
by spooie payments is simply that pajau* money ought to bo made cM|unl to 
coin, so that wlien you rocoivo it, it will buy as muoli beef, corn or clotliing 
as coin. 

“ Now the importance of tliis cannot bo ovorestimiLlcd. A doprccialod 
paper money cluMiis and robs every man who roooivos it, of a jiortion of tho 
reward of his labor or production, and, in all times, it has boon Iroalcd by 
statesmen as one of the greatest evils that can befall a people. There are times 
when such money is unavoid ablo, as during war or groat public calamity, 




nuo 

)ml it IjIIM alWHVH ln'l'll tin* aiixinur* riili‘ nf tn n'Ullli U|.**4U1 lo Oir 

Hdliil atnialuixl of I'nln, ‘I'ln'ioforo it llmt ^himmo p.iMiMMif-., mi n N|„.rii' 
Ktaildiml. Ih pIVHMOil llio j^rnail lintiv of uitrllijLr.Mil iiM'Ji wlioshulv I In -o 
iplrationH, an an iiali»|»oliHili|o |»ivifi|iii»iiro for nloaiU Inr'iin-^'^ ami j^'ooil 
tillU'K. 

No\\\ uu«nt of you will aj.^rt‘«» (n nil iMw. iiiut will uhl\ «litTor a** lo llin 
iiioilo, or lima, ami laanni'r; liul (lion* a laruo ohr** of jiaopl** wlm 
tijal |iu|jar aaii ins ami uuji^lit to In*, mmlo into iiioimi willioiit nu\ |»roiniM,. 
or lio|in lit nnlompUotU llial a nolo nlnailil l>o ]>rinlr\l : u 

uiul 1)0 iniiilo u Ic'^al tomli*r. 

*' I ro^anl lliia im a inilil form of liniari . iimt lia\i* no ili>i|iONiiii»h to 
flolmlo wiili Jtii'ti wlui ilnliilf{fo in **iu*)i «Ii*Iiimoiii, wlni'li lia\«^ pmailinl Im 
noiim ililTi»ri*iit llmi*M. in all roMiitrir'*, tail wlio«*o tifo Im** l«ri*ii liMof. 

ami wliii'h liavo ovor Himri'il (In* fair of o(hri’ |ni|mlai* ilrliraoir*. 1’oii^Mi‘^n 
will iii‘Vi*r riiloilaiij niioh u pro|io*»iiioii, uinl, if il #»litail*l, no Lmm (Idk (In* 
Hi'lionio wmilfl not Ktami a nioniriit lirforc itn* Sii|irriiio (\*nii, Tlial roiui 
ooly maiulaiuml llio roiiHliliidoiialil v of lln* li'|.»al (I'lnlrr {Mihiii^i* to pay a 
ilollar liy u (liviilml nairl, anil on (hr ^roimtl lliat if uim iliiniijt^ llir 

war, aa in llu* iialiin* nf a forrml loan, In la* iinlmnril upon ilio pikUiH*iit of 
u mil dollar; ilail in, h 4> mnny )^vinn*i »'f hiUn* or 

J llii‘i*rforo iliMinlNH hiirli wilil lliroiii'M, itinl hprali otil\ In l|n>««* >vhn nro 
willin^^ In a*4Mumi', im an axiom, llint |^ol»l ami ailvor, t»r roim il moiioy , lta\o 

l) 01*11 pi’ovrii liy nil human rvprni«in*r In la* lln* la*si ponnililr ^^tainlanh* i»f 
valuo, and llial papor moni*y in Kiinply a pi'n)iii**i* (n pay f*urli I’nim**! im*iir\, 
nml hlinuld 1 ) 1 ^ iimdo and ki*pi npiiil to miimd iimitry, hy I'ofia' i onsritildi* 
on diunand, 

**Now, (lio ipiohlioii is as (o llm (i)iir nml tmH|i* li\ whirh dim may In* 
liroUfjjliL id)i)Ul| and nii (his alihji'ot lio iimn slimiM In* ilo|*iiiii(ir, nr hlnmt, 
widioul yioldin|,ft upon a plan of Ids own, Imt almiiid In* uilliiii^ lo ^ivr nnd 
(iil(i*i Hoouriui^ (1)0 lif*sl ovprdirnl dial pnlilh* nplnion will allow it* In* arlopirtl. 
'I'ho puvpOHo uml ohlijxudou lo hnupf our pa]a*r mouoy Ui (Ur t^iaudaul o( 

m) iii havo boon ovor and ovi«r a^ain iitiiiiiumnnl ]t\ ar(n of I'on^Mi^^**, ami )»y 
ilio plalforinsof (lio ^roul pnlidoal parlios of (In* (’oiiiitry . If rr«*o|ii(ioiiH and 
pro)niHi»s would brin^^ abonl nporio payiiionlH, wo would liavo liomi iborr loii|^< 
ji^o ; but tlio divorsUv of opinion as (o dm iiiihIo mow (wrUr )ramarii*r 
ilio oloHo of (ho war sdll Iimivos nur pupor imuir^ at n diHoniml of li\r pi*i' 
('ont. Until (his Ik roniovod, Ihoro will bo no ih*w i*)i(rrptiNr«i inuthinj' 
f(roiil HUiiiH» no uodvo indiis(rii*s, but monry will lio hllr, ami wah ii and wail 
llio ahan^os tliiit may bo rimdi* brfon^ wo rnudi dn* nprrir niundanl. 

“ In IHfH), ( Jojt^^ri’KS pli*d|L(i'd llio piiblio faith dial dm rnihul Slalm w ould 
]my aoiii for Unilod Sliilos nolos. A^min, in .fionntry, iS^o, afirr iimn* (haii 
H yoiir’a dobiilo, (Jon^rosH doolaivd (hiil cm am I iiflor lUo Ui of January, iH'ilh 
tho ‘IJnilud Slalos would pay ila iniii«H in ooim 

“Tim Sourotary of iho 'rnmmiry U oxprossly roipiirc’il to prc*piiro fiir, and 
uuunUun, lUc^ radwmj^limuvf nil linUodSlnlon noios ]»rosi'nli*d )ii do* Unmiuv 
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on and aftor tlml date, and for tlmt parpoHO Iio ta autliorlzed to uao all 
tho surplus rovonuo, and to soil bonds of tho Unitod States bearing* four, 
four and a balf, and II vo por aonl. inlurest, at par in coin, H is Ihla law, 
called tlio resumption act, now so much diH{5uss(Kl in tho ])apors, that imposes 
upoi\ tho ofileo I hold most dinicult and important duties, and witliout ropl}"- 
ing* to any attacks luado upon mo, 1 am anxious to convoy to you personally, 
what I liavo done, and what 1 must do, in obcdioiicu to tlm ]>rovision3 of this 
act. It is said that tho law is dofecUvo, but, if the groat object and policy 
of tho law is right, the inaclnnory of tho law could easily bo changed by 
thaigroHs, 'rimt rcsuinjilion can bo secured, and ought to bo socured, under 
this law, it will bo m3' pur[>oso to show 3'ou, and I sliall Ji(*t liosilalo to point 
out such dofccts in tho law as have occurred to mo in its oxocution, 

“'I’lioro aro two modes of rosumptiou; one is to diminish tho amount of 
notes to bo redeomod, whioli mode is commonly culled a conlraclion of tho 
ourroiuty ; tho other is to aceumulaio coin in the Ireusury, to cnablo the sec- 
retary to nmliilain the notes at [lar.** 


01)jocti()iT hiul boon iniulo Uuit untlor tho lirHt luodo rGsiinip- 
tion would bo a. process of converting a non-iniorest bearing 
note into an iiitorcst bearing note, and tliat was true, but what 
right had wo, as a nation, or had any banlc, or individual, to 
force into circulation, as inonoy, its note upon which il; paid no 
intorosb? Why ought not anyone who issued a p)'oinlso to pay 
on doinaud bo inado to pay it when domandod, or pay intorost 
thoroaftor? What right luid ho, in law or justice, to insist 
upon maintaining in circulation his note, Avhich ho refused to 
pay according to his promise, and which ho rofnsod to rocoivo 
in payinont of a note bearing intorost? A certain amount of 
Hjiitod States notes could bo, and ought to bo, maintained at 
par in coin, with tho aid of a modorato coin rosorve hold in 
tho treasury, n,nd to tho extent that this could bo done they 
formed tlio host possible paper money, a debt of tho people 
without interest, of equal value with coin, and more convoniont 
to carry and handlo. Beyond this tho issue of paper nionoy, 
oither by the govornmonb or by banks, was a dangorons ox- 
oroisG of power, injurious to all citizens, and should not con- 
tinuo a single day boyond tho nccossitios that gave it birth. I 
addod : 

"'I'lio ono prnclionl clofoct in llio law is, llint tho Boorolary is not at 
liberty to aoll boncla of tho United StaloB for United States notes, but must 
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ht'll fhi'in ill. Ah i'liiii is nut lU lll** |m< 

|H!U'tk’alh‘ |»i'Mlii)>ili'il fntm Holliinif ImtHls in Mu' iM-tipli', In an muHinn 

nf Mil' I«w» iM lIinniHjh jiriviili' iuiiIioh, itu* in ilniiiniitt Mint ran n'lnlllv 

hn anil! at I'lir in rnin. mnl hlill rasjiM- «l I'lir^ i»r iil ii pri'iiinini. in l^iilnl 
Sfah’M Mnii‘s, fur I'mh'M Slal»‘H iirnl ntil 

far lii'fnii' Mm ini'h' fart tliat Mnn iir«' fi»r hhiiM llii'iu 

up to put* in i*nin» mul timl in sprrin pat iiii'iitn. 

*' Hill Min ri'iiHnn nf till* ri'fiiHiM uf t 'i»iit 4 rr''‘H I'l j^'ranl Mii^ iinllim It t , nfinn 
nslci'il of lit wiiH Mml it Winiht iHiMirai l ttii< rntirrii'\ , aiiM iIiih fmir nf mii 
IninMon Iuim iImih far pii'Vi'iihal CniiKir*^** fniin Mn* raH|,-ir. plaiiM'Til, 

and ain'i'Hf iitodn nf n«s{nri[ilin|i. Tn mnnl mnnin tnni. it innifMial that 
luiMoiuil Inuik nntoH iniiv ho uiilnail limit m*i f«i iinitanit, aiiM llhitl» 

when inHinal* (hlilnl StatoH nnlrn lnij.Mll hr trllinl h« Mn* r\ti'lil nf fniir* 
IlflllH of (ho lllinlt noli''* inNUiaL Thin wit^ Mir M|ii\ |•tn\^»al»|i fnr irMrrinin^ 
Kiiitoil Stnh'H iioli'H Miui iinnlr i»r umilM inaUr, anil tlm^ it wan 

HlIppOHl'ilt wonhl nalnrn Min (hlilial SlatoH nnlrn tn In'ftirn Jan* 

uurj' I, IM7iL *nic* urinal r\pi*rinii'nl only pnivra llir fi»lh nf thr rry u»' 
liiid for tnorr iiMUiry* u\nvo luniirt/* 

Tlin .stM’ditd iii<uli> nf I'(‘siiiiiii4' Uit-^ Itv •ii'iMiiiililitI iii^ 
^nidniilly, H(i I lm(. will'll llin liitic lixcd fur i'i'siiiii]il itm hlunild 
iiitIvo, ilio ll•l'll^^u^y iiiij.cld Im iildi' In trdt'i'in hindi iiido.H iih 
H lioiild lid i>rr'sdtili'd. hi lliis ri'.spcid llu' n'.'<iiiu|il inn md wii.s 

iiM riill uiid lilicnil tis liiniiiiii liiii].{im^n nmld rniiiic il. '1‘tii' 
HOdi'cliiry WHS iiii(luiir/«'d In iiri'iiiiid fnf ri'Miimjil imi, lunl for 
l.liat piii'lKiHd 1(1 UHM Um surplus rcvcniu* mid si'll cil her nf lliu 
(lii'oo cliwst's (if Isiiids, nil Ilf wliicdi in l.sTV witi* hI m- iilinsi' 
par ill (ioiii. 1 said ; "'riic pnwor (‘iiii lii', iiiij'lil In lie. uml will 
lio, oxocuh'd if mil. viipniilcd.” 

Tins Hpddc.h wiiH print I'd in I In* li'iidini^ pnpiws in llin 
Xlniloil Sliilds anti in I'ln^laiid, and wus ri'j'ii idl'd liy llic pnli 
lie ab largo as a doclaniliini uf tin' puliry uf llii' ndiniiiislrji- 
tiun, bo onfomi ilio vi'siinipl iun law, wlnili'Vi'r niiglil Im I In* 
eiUTOub of opiniun dcvclupcd at. I lie ajipruarliing clnrliuns, 
wliicli, as blioy uei'iirrcd, were gi'iicrally iigiiinsi I In* Iti'piildiriiii 
parby. Tho ikMinn'riilic jiarly had lakcn puslliun agiiiiisl Ilii* 
rofiumpbion ael, in favor of f lm (nilargud issnu uf Ihiili'd Slalus 
nobOH and bho froo ndinigo uf silver. Tlie slriki-s it'd tu Hit' 
organization of laliur unions, wliieli, (liongli independent uf 
political parties, eliielly affoelod llio llopnldiran party then in 
power. 
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Among many loUora recei ved by me, after this speech, I in- 
sert one from Mr. Jivarts: 

WiNDBOii, Vt*, Au^. 80, 1877. 

'Tm-: IIoN. JoiiK Shicuman, Socrotury of ito TrofiBury. 

Dkau Mu. Suukman : — I fon^rjitulntoyoii upon tijo oxoollonro and buo- 
nosH of youv spoooli in Oliin* TJio difUouIiy of llio niuUn* taking justly on- 
liano(^fl llio urodit of its ju'osporoufl Iroatmoiit. 

I inoloao a I’oinonstnuu'ci from an ‘Injimlino’ on llio subjooL of a now 
avmngojuont in tlio v^nff/ihuj at il»o oualoinlioiisn. It was sont to mo at 
Washington and fiM-wardod from tlioro horo. I know nothing of its 
and havo no opinion on tiio nubjout of Iho .snppusod prujoot. 

Tho Prosidoni’s visit 1ms plousod ihu pooplo in Now England ania/ingly, 
1 hopo to soo you all in Wasliiiiglon imrly noxt wook. 

I am vory truly youvH, Wat. M. Kvakts. 

On the 14tli of September, 1H77, T sent to lion. Stanley 
Matthews the following lotior, giving my viow-^ of (bo posildon 
taken hy Oonoral lOwing and Mr. l^ondlotnn : 

At tlio roqmwt of (ionoral Ro bit won I )mvo <lircoted to yon, in tho cmrn 
of Biokham, a nund)or of dooumnntfi for roforonoo in your dobato with 
Iflwiiig, and as Kobiimon says you wish mo to nmlco HUggOHtioiiH, T von tun* 
to do HO, but without any coiilldtuu^o that tlioy oan bo of nflHiHliuu'o, tluaigli 
tlmy cun do no hann, 

“ Tho most bnnolhnal ilminchd not of the adminiHliution is the rnduotioii 
of tlio iiilmost on tho publio dobt. 'Dm uiuount nlioady acoom])lifll>od is 
Htutod in iny jirinlod apeooh. 'Dm ra])i(lUy of tins proocus dopoiKk ontiroly 
upon tho mod it of tho govern mon I . Ewing’s policy would destroy om* 
orodit and Hlop tho jn ooimH. 'Dm vory doubts uroutod by him and Poiidlo- 
ion have already damaged tlm govornmont very largely, (k)nfldonoo is so 
sonBitivo that wlion ju’oininont mon like Ewing and Pendleton talk as they 
do, tho injury in iminedialo. 

‘‘'rhowliolo differmu'o between tho amount of silver and g^old ut tliis 
rnomont is eight percent., so that tho puynicmt of tluj cbdit in silvtu' woukl 
lesson tho burden of llio debt oight por cent., but under tho funding opera- 
tions, whioli would be ontiroly destroyod by anything tliat alarmed tlm 
market, wo uro enabled to savo lliirty- three jmr cent. Whatever may bo our 
right to pay our bonds, either in groenbaeks or in silvor, this (pmstion of 
ox|mdionoy, as you vory jinqierly said in cme of your spoeehes, is to be 
oonsidorod apart from the ijilestion of legal power. 

“Ifefunding’ would go on with greatly aceelerulcd speed if wcisiuld sell 
bonds for grennliaeks. Wo make dmerimination against the greoiil)aekH by 
rofusing to take them in )>aymont of boiulH, If I liad tlm power to sell 
bonds for groonbiieks T eoulcl nnilco groonbaoks ocjual to coin with Bcarocly 
ft poroopliblo oliange. 'Dmt is tlm advice of tho most sagaoious mon in tho 


country, I know it, Thoro is talk about the bontlholclor being a privi- 
loged person. Ho ouglit to be so no longer, and the moment tliat a bond 
oould bo bought with ourroncy at par in gold, all diserimi nation in favor of 
the bondlioldor would disappear. 

‘^Tbo differences among Republicans about silver will be settled by tlio 
uso of the silver dollar to the extent that it can bo kept in circulation at par 
with greenbacks, and is a pure question of detail. The difference in the 
Demooratic party about intorconvertiblo curroncy is vital, and Kwing’s 
dootrino overthrows the whole Democratic theory of finance before the svuv. 

**Tlie existence of the national banks is a question simply of [)olicy not a 
question of principle. Tlie right conferred upon banks to issue cireiilatioii 
is not conferred for their profit, but for the public convonionco, and all 
J^opublicans can agree that that right should never be permitted to exist 
except when it is for the public convenience. The ofOco of bank Jiotos is 
simply to supply the ebb and flow of ouiTcncy made necessary by the wants 
of business. The United States cannot lend United Stales notes, and 
therefore cannot meet this want. Ewing proposes to destroy Iho whole 
national bank system, interwoven with all the business of the country. J 
send you the Inst statement of the national banks. You can very easily 
show the effect upon the reviving industry of the cemntry of the withdrawal 
of these loans and disturbing all this business. As at ])restiiit orgaiii'/cd 
the oirr.uhdion is the vital lining, aiul if tl^o bonds held by the banks to 
secure circulation wore thrown upon the imirket, it would stoj) funding and 
i-oinpel also the withdrawal of loans, and create di.stress comjiared with 
which our pre.seni troubles are mere nioonsluno. 

^*1 am afraid you will think 1 am going on to make a speech for you, so 1 
will stop abruptly, with the promise that if T can furnish you any documents 
or infonnudon that may be of service to you f will do so witli plonsui’e. 

^ ^ ^ 'A ^ -X' -A 

“I inclose the last statement of the national banks containing many 
points that may be of use. 

*‘Upon tiio quoslion of rosuiuption I believe we are ail agreed timi it 
must come, and that the only standard value is gold or silver coin. The 
lime and manuor are the points of disagreomeut. Ewing is opposed to all 
losumption, but believes in printing a dollar and saying it is a dollar, while 
all the world would know that tlie doolaration is a lie. The fad that we 
hiive advanced the greenbacks six per cent, in one year, by the inovcmtmls 
made under the resumption ud, shows that it is working pretty well. 1 send 
yon a statement showing the changed condition in ti year of our finances. 

While the ]^eop\e differ about the resumption act there is time io cimngn 
it if it lu-eda change, but Ewing would go back aiul commence the process 
over again, 1 am disposed to be lolerant about difforencos on ibe resuinp- 
tion act, for T think it will demonstrate its success or fuiluro bebno Congn^ss 
is likely to tamper with it.’* 




0)1 llio 'Jlsl (tf Si>|ilt>tnlii>r I winht (n Oi'iiiM'al <). K, UdliiiiHou 
111 )' fiilliiwiiij' li'lli'i*, I'vinciii}' my iiiixidly ii« lo llm l•('sllll. oT 
llm ciiiiMiss ill Oliin, lus i|. was I licit ciiiidiicf iMl ; 

'• I luii *111 with (In* iin|itii(ininMir llu^ in Ohio 

lliut il nmho't im* iiiumihv ninl that I niiiiiul |iiUti(*i|iato in ll. 

'* XS'lint a tua},(iullooiit oluun'o lla* U<‘|iuli|u*uii juuly lu Oluo luwv huH> lu^t 
»»rily *o |‘huM* iOi‘|f in ihi* vaii^nanl in iho Oniloil Slaton, lint, to ilo thia 
OMunlry n Hi'i \iro an ^roat an any viotory wnn hy I ho (fninii army ilnrin^ liii» 
war. |li*ro if in tliMntinHttahat li\ fho t'lrnliiil roi*i*|iliiin nf tho IhoNith'iit in 
iho aoutlii liv hin hoaily iinloiTionn'iit in Ma'<Hiu*hnHiiMH^ anil liy a |iii)ilii' non 
(innmt ntivv ^mwiiif^ ami n|irf*ailiii^^ willi aina/ituf m|iiilily, that in Iiim huiiiIi 
ofji |ai|ioy ho him o|ioiioi) till* inoaiiH of Hhlor. nah'lu jHNn'o iiml sotonily in 
all tin* HMiif hoj n Mlaios, 

** 4N*»W', wIioii il i*-! ih’iuon’iliiiloil that llu* *lillloullio*i in tin* way of ri'- 
ainnplioii \voi4' liOijuuil ii|« )iy llio fanta**ir*i tif iloina^o^noM, 

W'lion onr n«ihm iuo wmih wilhin ihioo |ior ooiil. of ^(ohl, wlu'n i‘invi' 
tlonoo ha*i fiivuroil ns with liniimllo^'s i’ro|»», aial |ironporllv in a^^iiin onni' 
injLf n[ion im aflor a ilttsny fitfio of ilialrons amt trial oaiiHsI liy inllalisl 
jiapor iioHii*\ , why is it that wo oannot noo all fho^t* tliiii^m ntiil aMiil 
oiirsoho't of (ho aiUanla^ro thoy ^'ivo \\h in mir [lolilioal onnlosty 1 1 
Nomtis lo jin* (hill Wo nn(.jht to l aiiy ihi* hlalo hy an ovorw hohnin^L,'* ma 
jurilVi ami if wo ihi no wo will osialilinh iho honolli'iiil [iriiioijiloH of our 
parly hosoml ilaii^*^or of nimlhrow' hy riaiotimi, ami wo will noount tlii> 
poaooful ami orth*rly th*viOopmonl of iiiiinntrv withnnt a pamllol in mir 
provioiiH history, 

•' I wish il woro in itiy powor lo unprona ovory Uopiililloun in Ohio with 
fn\ onniosi tsntviorjoji ulmiU (hia ttiallc*r» laiL lioro, isinnlaiitly noonpiial hy 
oliloial ilntion. ( nih only joiiiairi walohiii^ ami wailing in aiixioiia KiiHpiMini* 
lo!)t llio jLlfoal lolvanta^oH wi* poHHisiH nhall la* fritloroil away or inat hy imir* 
lion or inintahos, 

I know \ ti\i w\\\ (In your ntiaoal fur niion<nH, aial only writo you llila to 
allow >on how oaniontly I ayinpalhi/o wilh you in your on'oiln." 


'rill* cliM'liiiii ill Oliii), ill Ol'folic)', I'c.siilicil ill Mm (lcr(*ii.l of 
Williiuii 11. Wc.sl, l{i'jtiil)liniii, fur K"vcni(ir. nmiiily (iii lu'cmiiil. 
Ilf liix iKthiliiiit iiM lo lalinr uiiioii.'^, hiil no ilniihl mIko Iicciidho 
of a fccliiiff of oinioHilioti iif^iiiiiHl. I lie rcNiiniplioti of M|mi'ie 
piiyiiii'iil.H. Uicliiinl M. ili.Mho|i. Ilciiiocral, wiis (dcrlcil gov- 
ernor, ivilli a llciiiiicriilii* Icgislainrc in lioili liriiiirlics, wliirli 
miliHcijin'iil ly clcrlcil Mcnigo li, I’einllcluii iiv Uiiilcd SlaloH 
Scualor. 
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deficiencies in appropriations required for tho government, the 
President stating that as certain acta of Congress, providing 
for reports of the government officials, required tlieir submis- 
sion at the regular annual session, he deferred until that time 
any further reference to subjects of public interest. 

Congress, however, not being confined in its powers, and 
having full jurisdiction of all legislative questions, proceeded 
at once to discuss financial questions and especially tho meas- 
ures taken for the resumption of specie payuionts. No less 
than four bills were introduced in the Senate and fourteen 
in the House, providing for the repeal, in whole or in part, of 
tho act for tho resumption of specie payments. One of these 
bills was reported from the coinmittco on banking and cur- 
rency, by Mr. Ewing, on the 31st of October. It was tho subject 
of debate during tbo remaining period of tho session, and 
finally passed the House on the 23rd of November, by tho vote 
of 133 yeas and 120 nays. It repealed all that part of tho 
resumption act which authorized the Secretary of the I’reas- 
ury to dispose of United States bonds, and to rodeein and can- 
cel the greenback currency, or practically all the resumption 
act except tho clauses for the substitution of silver coin for 
fractional currency. It was sent to t))e Senate oji the 26th of 
November, and referred to tho committee on financo. No ac- 
tion was taken upon it during that session, which adjourned 
on tho 3rd of Decombor. Tho regular session convened on 
the same day, with this bill still pending in the committee on 
financo. On tho 17th of April, 1878, Mr. Ferry, from that com- 
mittee, reported back the bill with an amendment to strike 
out all after the enacting clause, and insert new matter. After 
a long debate ending on the 13th of Juno, tho following 
amendment was adopted as a substitute for Mr. Fen'y’s amond- 
ment, by a vote of yeas 30, nays 29 : 

“That from mid after tlio passage of this act United States notes shall 
bo recoivablo tho same ns coin in paymont for the four por cent, bonds now 
authoriaeci by law to be issued ; and on and after October I, 1878, said 
notes shall be receivable for duties on imports.” 

The bill, as amended, passed tlie Senate by a largo major- 
ity. In this form it had no proper relevancy to the bill as it 
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prnrli vil irN, liml Wio <?unlnil «if Sonato on l.li(i 
lininirial <|Uivsli(Mn 

lljis pnlili{‘iil ooiMlilintt in (In^ fall of |H77 (tMulotl l<i provcnil; 
IliPMiln of fniM' pin (MMil, hmuls nflor Iho (‘loNiujf Mu^ populni' 
l<Nnn My o/Hrial onm'spoinlriKa^ w UU nioiiilH'rM of (Iiti Hymii- 
rat»s anil \vi(h Ww I'onanI* puhliHlitMl liy oriloi* of Ihn lloiiso of 
Hc'pn'soiilul ivos in (Im vohiiia^ *‘Sp<M'io H(»su)ui»lion and 
Ur'fundin^Mjr I ho Nul ional Dcdd/* hIiowm fnlly llaMMiriiosl olTnrI. 
trrado fiy luo lo *^oll (ia^ four pen* n»ii(. hoials. T\\\h wiim 
fnl loa.Hlifilil (lr^n'p in AnjjjiiNl and SaploiulHT* Iml mih's w(n‘(^ 
Huijslaiiliully sn^poiahMl arim* llut.1 iluia, inilil il lHM*inaa niuni- 
fiv'd dial llic'lwti llonsrs ciialil mo( i(;.ci‘)MMi|iun lla^ n^HMilof Ilia 
lOHHiiipl ion arl.nr (ha rainnind i/.ai ion of sitvar. Tla^ (hraul- 
rnad inaioana Inr Ilia fraa i*crMuiji;a of :ntvai\ aial lha faur lluil. 
||h» IiiuhIm would ha [taiil in ."^ilvar aoin lass valnahla lliiin Ilia 
y,i\U\ aoin |iiiit| for Ihaiii, laiMlad» morn I lain lluM^rTorlH lo rapiMil 
(la* n^aniipfion aid, (n pravtnil- (iin sala of fionclH, 

\\ liila al MaiiNliatil^ in Aiif^nsl. I wrola lo Mr. Coiaiiif, in 
I lOiidon. as rnllows : 

N1 A s^ro i.a, Oioci, Aaa'^''^ i«S77. 

In Ml Nlri l*iis\Ni \iiiir )i<tt«r of Hit' llli wiim rmwiinlinl in itin Ium'Oi 
I iimLii n wltui \t*n t its iilMitii OtM ntllH, liut you nnml raiuMinlitM* dial oill of 
lliM ^ii)i Iff ftoii |mm i'i^uu iHiioh wo priiviilo llvo iiiillioim /^^oM for laitili 

»>f ill*' oimhiIim nf Si'pOMiihiir uimI I Irtnln^r, an (liiit fi»r Ion inillionH of liniula 
ji)iMr#» iiiiifil li*» iiM I I /^{jonM Jiavi' iuforiiji'd >i>ii of f Jim wjonor, lint 

liM'h'il tn do tin linfiiio d*lii» [luiiiim ill Now Vnrki iiMil no dnulil Uin 

liiMo liiii«n id it aial ua'roi' In it. (fiitil Ilia |iu|iiilar aiilo 

ri|iOnii |«iu*i fnr it \Mlt ln^ ilillliMilt t<i |iii‘hi>i tlio KidiMif tlin four pt'r nniilK.t 
toil I linjiM Ml .^'ii|aniiitii«i tliM Nilim will ontnimniro iiihI ho [iiiMhoil rapuily, 
'Pin* mn\*Mii»tMt of ifin I'rnji lm*i alnaiilv rniiiim’linat. d’la* Hlrlloi hianiiH tn lin 
I’odiul, u li.aO'r f* i»liii|„' iinn»ii}.t liiiMHitra, aiitl anin«» inlviinni In friMj^liU 
TIim ui’« Ilf itiii iriiiik lini'M oiMiiliiiitit^ on froj^liL ia an tdonr lliat il in 

likrh In r» nnli in nniiiM u^rnMiiorit tlnil will hlainl, 

I iiitit[»» \i *»jM*iM li lii'to yi'^Oinlay, wliiok an tlnuhl will ho rtM'i’ivml hy ynii 
III l\ui X«tw N nrk luipt'Oi ill ilthi liiiii\ iiinl NvlMt'lioonlidim Kiiiiin jMUllin'H iilTi'vl* 
Mivt jnar M|H«r^iinitti. It in i^nhntiniiiallv in i^niifnriiiUy with llm ^niioriil wmli 
Ilf till* ailiiiiiiinlrrtOnjt im tn IliiiiiMMid ii^iur», anil it iia}.dii hn wnll for you la 
rail llin uttnuOMM nf llm HoiliHrlnklH (n ilnii jiai’l nf it mlutiii^Mn unr lounu 
and fJm t*f itiir af(»iilO 

I inlnrii nntl wi^nk n* \VH»»liiniftnn, wlioro I will amaii lai liiippy (a limir 

frvim^nii. Vi*n trnh, John SaKiiMAS, SronSary, 
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Mr. (loiULiii. uiiHU'on'tl us Inlluws: 

Nlw r«iri:r, Sr, Swn icisV I^ANr, 

R lOsiii ASp* iH77» 


1)J£AU Afn. SKfUi:TAi(V : 1 wjis vi-ry fjlml iinlt*i‘<| ut ivi riw' ynwv lollor 

of Ihn (Wh inshniL I iil itiri»iini*il tlio rtiiitnirfiiijL( imilii”’ nf wimt you 
luul ’\vriU(‘ii ill In llji* Mrikn^ inul rinH nl hiunr. 1'liu nult' unr 

IhuuIh him luit hnuu lUnn'tly iiilnrfiUiMl ^vllll uu ni-t uuiil of Mir riniH. In fact, 
(hu otuinrnuu'c» of tin' rinln l1u^4 iiliiii'M linm *]1n* Inuitlnn 

nf thiH luonunjl^, huH, Iniwrvni, mvivi’M tlm hiiIiJitI liy j»riiitin|.' a IrliiM’ from 
ilH IMuliulnljiltiu rnri'i‘Mj*nnMoiil, ili wliirli In* Miy» tlmt tin* h(nlirin» i(. in ovl* 
climl, un' to | 4 fiH into |»nlilirH Mining'll llu* iiri(aiii*/ali«iii nf a In ImmuiIIccI 

thn ^ Worlciii^iiu'uV parly I * iiml In* ]>n*MirtH ihal uii*'i lii<*r w iW i nimi oul of 
ill ihrcui^li lln» nniifrnJ of fin* ^tah* ^nvi'ininriiK Mn* iimh lOrnmnl may 

^lUn I and ihi^ i*oiiHm|UriiL i'iiiit»tiiiriil of Innl Imvn, ••ft*., i***pri'iidly a^iiinst 
ua[jilul. Ainillinr InltiU* i« ulMt» pniilrd (wrUtnn l»y a Mr. t 'uniinlly), by 
wliioh 1L Ih nuulo In iip]a*ur Mint Aiia*rii*ii i« in a Irrfilih* linanrial I’ondilicui. 
M’lman two InltorM an' iiiiulo Mu' aulijiM*! nf iiu nlilnvial nn tin' wla^lo, 

Ih not vnry i?nmplian*iilury In hh, nor ralmlafnl (n iin|irnvn nur i*n’diU Tim 

of limt Mtiinliiy'H iliiln ImM ait rMilmiul nu Mn* wliiuh you 

lUitdo in flliin on Kridav tas(, f Miaat you a onpi, and fliinlii if vnu nitn lind 
lllMO, yon will nitlior mijny ii'jnliti;.;; tlu* aiiii»li*. Nearly all of Mio Mn^disli 
pi'Opln, im yon un' a\vun», Imlinvo in Mm* priiirluh* t»f * fm* anil it ia 

Imt nuinral that iln^y Hlmiilih for thn mitHnii lliat IOiij.,dand upon lu'r 

groat o«)iniiu*riJo inut hnr iiiurlo'U in i'Vi*rv piul of Mu* nloh»* for ilm i*mploy- 
nuuit aiul niuiiiloiianiin nf hor ponpU*. IVnph* Imn* ihink Miul nur prnU’c- 
tionial turilTh an' imt <inly flntnnionial to tlu* nnitnntuvial inli*n*sl of our 
annntry» but Mint lIu'V ah' of u Kiiioidal i*lianu*li*r an far mir jUral |)nliuy is 
iniluu'ViU'cb 'I'lioy thiiiki ill nihnr wnnln, tiuil il wiUtM Im vastly bnllur for 
iho null inti'rortl of Mm prnpln of Mm Ibiilml Slati*?i if tIuM wnulil Inuln moro 
nx'toriKivuly with Mm [mn|ilft nf haiglatid. fhff *7nm’i* rdclor Inis to 

Hay idaml Um Imliumn nf tnulo will amiim* you, aiul V'l pi'iipli* iaik iilnmt 
iho adviinlagi'K of a bulain’o of Inult* iia bring an i*\|i|iHlril Kiiglish 

inU'roHlfi aro laboring In nlTrri ii iirw Irruty wiMi Knumr, iiiiili«r uhinh Inrgo 
rntlnotiona in ibUioK un* prup(w«h 

I iiolu wlmi yon iiri' pluaKrtI in nay in ngiinl to unlr'K t»f liunilH during 
iliu proHi'iil itKuilli. With tiu' priri' <*f IminlM nl llm pn-^rnL inniiu'nl ihoy 

imnnol of c'mH>io bn Hold, T\u^ puriii’s will find it in nm gnnil 

raulUni im woll as nnro in utuintgiiig tin* inarkrl, mi uh tn iMUdrol nf it. 
Any ultoinpl to fotvi' lIu' hiIo «»f llm hniida dining and, I Ihiuk, 
imxb moDlli will only opniiilo to Mm prii'o ?<if Imv that thry tauuiot be 
Bold lit all. I tun linn in llm bolirf Mint Mm prriniuiit mi gold will go grad- 
ually lowor, ami timl llu* bulaiirit of inuln in nur favor will krnp furoing il 
down. [ roiniiin yi'iir ubinliont Hurvinib 

Guam. K C km a NT, 

lloN. John SiiKJtMAN, 
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ITo again wrote on tUo 30th oC August: 

“ Oil Tuesday last a furtlior amount of gold (jC 130,000) was withdrawn 
from tho Bunk of England for shipmoni to tho United States, and for the 
purpose of proteoting its stock of bullion tlio bank iminodiatoly advanced 
its ?‘ato to tlirao poi* cent,, and also increased the prioo of American eagles. 

“ Great Britain must obtain from us this season a largo supply of bread- 
stiilTs and grain, larger than lias been required in any ono your during 
sovoral yours past, and at highor prices tliaii those horotoforo paid, and, in 
tho prosoiU condition of trado botwoon tho two couidrios, gold, to quito an 
cjxtonl, will have to bo sent ovm* in pay men t for those articles. Thoreforo, 
udvanoing tlio rate of inlorost may clicok for a time, but will not stop alto- 
gothor, tlio shipment of bullion, but it may attract hero Bonio of tho gold 
Iiold by tho Bank of Franco. Tho bank rate does not govern the street 
rate, and a further advance by tho bank, which it is very likely may bo made, 
is not to bo oonsidorod as indicating lluil wo are to Imvo a dearer money 
market. I impiirofl lo-dny of Mr. Morgan and the Messrs. Hollisohild wliat 
they lliouglit of the prospects of making any sales during next month, and 
their answer was: ‘Wait jiationtly for tho market to recujiorato.’ I am 
satisned that good iuvostmont soouritios are soarcohoro; tliatthoy Imvo boon 
oloarod from tlio murkot, and ilmt as soon as tho question of cheap or dour 
money is sottlod, sales of tho four per cent, consols will bo rosuiuod. Tlio 
amount of tho sales will of oourso dojMmd upon which way the question is 
sottlod. There wore times during tho placing of tho five por cent, and four 
and a 1ml f per cent, bonds when, as you are awmo, operations wore sus- 
])(mdod for quito a time, tho condition of tlio ninrkot being such as to pre- 
vent anything being donn. From somi-oflioia! accounts it appears that tho 
famine in India is u very serious affair, and it is quite possible that largo 
sums of money wdll be jeqnirod from here with whicli to purcliaso supplies/’ 

My GxporioncG thus fur couvincGtl mo tliat it was bad public 
policy to coiitiiuio tho sale of bonds for refunding purposes 
through a syndicato of bankers, tlio cliiof of whom resided in 
London. I could sco no reason why this function could not 
1)0 performed by national ban Its, better than by bankers at 
home or abroad. A question muse whether the Socrottiry of 
tho Treasury had the power to designate national banks as 
public depositaries of the i)i'Oceeds of bonds sold under tho re- 
sumption and refunding acts. Tho object to be gained by this 
designation was to prevent the withdrawal of coin from circu- 
lation, and the undue accumulation of coin in the treasury 
of the United States. If the exchange of one bond by an- 
other could be directly effected through the banks without the 
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puynuMif tif i‘iiiii.it sh»^ « > mit u t 

Uij'' iiHjiujy f*» An^nijif'i ^si} Hm 

Ilndi nf Ai 4 ni ‘J liM .’■niifiMl I«}>nn*«u iu»»l i S«r r*! ' fkpHfciiv ^ 

In I** \i<Hr in'jnnii , I «<!.. h^.- K- »-* «.<»«« h!?.r» 

»*l il id ^ * yj. *»»?.-■ taJy^ ‘ff, .5 

Iftim*' Jh*!|« I, iU’W «»'S| jM'JnI’J tm- :t R?*.' a !1 St««. a> <'5 ' .| 

• r»*<»Min|*lt'*n * u* !^, »|»’| »‘«^-.iijfi^* Mii' •'«i.j.i}-> p* f -■*. Si 

ptlllln* »|r|e» l»«^ j!> v^k ft r.^ -iirij ft' , ?,;,!» .- vl’ ?.x. v ■»•: .% 

Afu iiri(> in fif'inijf lit filn •» 

riin !n>*l tif I hi* iil> ?« I a j«s i»*ai : J^iii SKr j‘«'ii it raiB 

|tiili*h Im'I'uiiu’ iliii' ••II Dm* ti•l|l ci iu»I .Dl m iii |>;tMl 

fur Imt Diii'm HulMi-fn.iiimi |||>|•it•^n(<llli* !!*l.lUai „ii,.| fJu- I* #‘a if« 
itHMinilinl liy III*' w,\ntl|itili'. 'IIm' ^•»ll«l• Jui*l |.< « » j.^u-l 8 ..i j.ii 
Him .lyiiilinilii «*illiMr by chUimI m\ ^►..u<^ w In. In 

r)i)|i’(*h*il, ui ill ^?u|«l mill l(l•|>|)'.|l«•<t III Dm- ln'^rum. ui!U.««(« »I«m 
lu*us uf iL 1(1111111-. ‘ 1 ‘lti* r>tlli'>{ <■ •|)•|| m{ « uisi^rr . • m Ju, J, h,,.| ,,,j 

(llM irillt Ilf (l|-|•l|l|*r, itilll Dill ;«l‘|i.lll>ii|l i>( Dir* lr|<v:it (>( | hi. 
N(|(ll|ll illil iil'l IIImI Dm* (l*M|l>IM’D.'’;tt|<>ll xf -itilif'l. I.If'li I•t|ll<'»( flit 
Dim liiuM iiii\ ftiiDi(*r Milm of Du* Imij jwi imui }>i>gi«r> I*), Din 

)4uM*niiii(*iil. 



